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To  .the  R i& n*  Ha  k  o  *  a b  lz  *hs 

EARL    OF    BATH. 


My  Lord, 

MILTON  himfdf /prefixed  no  De- 
dication to  the  Paradise  Lost; 
for  he  defigaed  it,  not  for  a  fingie  patron, 
but  for  the  wa&  and  ieaified  of  afl  ages; 
However  feveral  of  the  later  editions  have 
been  inscribed  to  Lord  Sommers,  as  a  great 
admirer  and  encourager  of  this  work :  and 
indeed  fiich  a  poem  fhould  be  addrcfled 
only  to  die  moft  worthy,  to  Lord  Sommers, 
or  One  like  Him  a  judge  and  patron  of  arts, 
and  ilktftrious  both  in  -the  commonwealth  of 
men  and  die-  commonwealth  of  letters. 
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But  this  edition  hath  a  peculiar  right  and 
title  to  Your  Lordfjiip's  patronage  and  pro- 
tection, as  it  was  undertaken  chiefly  at 
Your  defire,  and  in  fbme  meafure  carried 
on  at  Your  expenfe  *,  Your  Lordfhip  having 
generoufly  contributed  the  copper  plates  to 
beautify  and  adorn  it:  and  at  the  lame  time 
Your  Lordfhip  was  willing  to  give  fbme 
encouragement  to  the  art  of  defigiiing  here 
in  England;  for  it  is  greatly  to  be  la-r 
mented,  when  we  can  produce  models  in 
poetry  fuperior  to  any. or  all  the  nations  iri 
Europe,  that  we  mould  be  deficient  and 
inferior  to  feveral  of  them  in  the  filler  art 
of  painting* 

Milton  was  ever  a  favorite  poet  with 
Your  Lordfhip.  You  considered  him  always 
as  a  claffic  author  in  EngUfh,  and  were 
defirous  to  have  him  published  as  fufch;  an4 

•  »Thisi»  W  of  tfcFirft  Edition  in  Quarto,  though 
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though  I  cannot  pretend  toinftruct  Tour 
Lordfhip  to  understand  him  better,  or  adV 
miie  him  more;  yet  if  I  can  make  him' 
more  generally  underftood,  and  consequently* 
more  juftly  admired,  Your  Lordfhip's  pur-* 
pofe  and  mine  will  be  fuificiently  anfwered.-: 
Your  LordJQbip'a  tafte  has  never  been  que*' 
{Honed;  and  I  Should  dread  Your  great* 
abilities,  if  I  did  riot  love  more  Your  "can- 
dor  and  good-nature:  and  no  wonder  that- 
You  have  fb  much  a  finer  tafte  than  other 
great  men,  as  You  are  fo  much  a  finer 
writer,  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention 
k,  in  poetry  as  well  as  in  profe.  For  the: 
ftate  has  not  wholly  ingrofled  Your  time* 
and  attention;  at  -proper  fea forts  and  inter- 
vals You  have  alfo  Sacrificed  to  the  MuSe9.<r 
Your  writings  in  other  kinds  are  very  welt 
known   to  the  world,  have  long  been  in-- 
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every  body's  bands,  and  lead  wkb  imi- 
¥crfel  delight  and  admiration: «  bit  Year 
verfes  are  mode  only  for  the  amufement 
of.  Your  leifure  hours,  audi  the  entertain* 
meat  of  Your  friends  v  and  it  is  not  eafy 
for  others,  who  have  not  had  the  pfea- 
iiire  of  feeing  feme  of*  them,  to  ce»- 
ceive  the  fpilrit,  and  eafe,  andr  elegance, 
and  happineisj  with-  which  they  are  writ* 
ten.  They*  who  rernembe*  the  pieces  by 
Locd  Dodet,  may  have  the  heft  notion 
of  them. 

•  And  if  I  may  prtrame  to  know  any 
thing  of  the  lpirit  or  mind  of  Milton  by  ai 
diligent  perufal  of  his  works,  he  would  be 
pleated  with  the  offering  of  any  of  his 
writings  to  Your  Lordfhip,  for  the  lake  of 
tfcofe  principles  of  libef  ty  which  Yon  have 
always  profeffed    He  would  have  rejoiced 
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in  Ydur  long,  and  gloriou*  ftruggle  in  th* 
caufe  e#  liberty,  in  the  caufe  of  Your 
country;  and  if  aft  tke  good  effe&s  hare 
not  followed  from  iry  which  might  have 
been  espefted, ;  though  it  may  dot  become 
me  to  fey  where  the  Hame  ought  to  be 
laid,  yet  it  cannot  misbecome  me  to  fay 
that  it  ought  by:ao  mean*  to  be  laid,  a* 
it  has  been,  upon  Your  Lordfhip.  It  is  not 
my  bu£ne&  to  give  arty  ofcife,  and  I  in* 
•end  none.  I  abhor  defamation,  andlfcom 
as  much  to  flatter  jour  Lordfhip  or  any 
man.  Bat  k  may  be  (aid,  I  hope  without 
o&nfe,  I  am  fiife  without  flattery,  that  it 
k  in  Your  Lordihip's  power  to  fet  all  thefe 
Oanfadioui  in  a  cleat  light,  and  You  have 
fb&cient  materials  by  You  for  this  purpofc, 
and  hove  often  been  foliclted  by  Your 
friend*  to  do  it:  "but  Your  Lordship's 
t  A  4  anfwer 
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anfwe*  always  waW  that  ¥oi*wot*ld  ka¥e  it* 
to  Time  and  Truth  to  vindicate  Your  c!»-- 
n£ter.    And  the  event'  has  Succeeded  ae»: 
cording  to  Your  Lordfhip's  wifdom  and- 
fcrefight;  prejudice  is  dying  away;  truth' 
is  gaining  ground  daily ;  and  the  mote  thry 
truth  is  undcrftood*  the* mote  it  redounds 
to  Your  LcordOnp's  honor:   and  Your  "ene- 
mies themfelves,  and  thofe  who  not  know- 
ing Your  purpofes  will  not  allow  Yoa  to 
Have  a&ed  a  wife,  muft  yet  be  farced  to 
acknowledge  that  yow  acred  a  mod  dkin- 
terefted  part,'     For,  it  is  very  well  known, 
that  you  were  eren  courted  to  accept  the* 
place  of  the  greateft  power  and  .'confi- 
dence 5  or  if  You  had  fojefeen  any  difficulty 
of  maintaining  YourfeJf  in  power,  as  that 
is  a  flippery  and  uncertain  fituationy  You- 
might  hafre  fecared  Yousfelf  in  the  pot 
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feflkw  of  any  of  the  moft  lucrative  employ- 
meets,  and  fttight  have  enjoyed  it  with  a 
parent  for  life.  But  Your  Lordfhip  was 
coateot  to  leave  others  in  place  and  power,. 
who  Yqu  bought  were  m?&  able  and  beftr 
qualified,  for  titer  admmiftmtion:  of  public 
affairs*:  and  retired  Youfcfetf  witfc  onFy  a 
dignity,  which,  had  boen  oflensL  You  fe- 
veml  times  before.  :Such.  inftances  of 
magnanimity  and  difintercftecbefs  have  not 
been  common  in 'any  age,  and  are  very  un- 
comcton  in;  the  prefent. 

Thufrmuch  the  love  of  truth  and  virtue, 
which  is  imeparabk  from  the  love  of 
Your  Lordfhip,  has  obliged  me  to  lay: 
and  if  I  am  partial  to  Your  Lordihip's 
cjttsader,  there  are  other  reafons  which 
have  made  me  fo,  befides  the  friendflaip 
and.kindnefs  which  You  have  fhown  to 

me 
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me  upon  all  oocafioH*  Your  love  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue,  which  Yew  exprcfi  iff 
all  Your  difcousfes  and  actions-;  Your  re- 
verence for  die  holy  Scriptures,  and  how 
unfashionable  foeve*  it  may  he,  Your  open 
profeffibn  of  the-  truth  of  the  Chriftiat* 
revelation ;  Your  regard  for  our  eftabltfh'd 
Churchy  and  regular  attendence  upon  ther 
public,  worfhip;!  Your  conflant  and  in- 
violable affection  to  the  confricutioa  and 
libertiea  of  Your  country  mT  Your  acting 
always  upon  the  true  Whig  principles,  and 
averting  equally  the  prerogativei  of  the 
crown  and  the  privileges  of  the  people; 
Your  fteddy  and  fincerc  attachment,  tho^ 
not  always  to  the  miinfters,-  yet  always  to 
the  perfon  of  oar  moft  gracious  King, 
and  the  true  interefts  of  his  royal  family, 
who  next  under  God  are  the  gfeac  bulwark 
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and  defenfc  of  our  religioiv  and  liberties; 
Your  iteadineft  at  all  tfrnes  to  maintain  tbe 
liberty  of  the  prefe,  *ho'  no  man  ever  fa£» 
fered  more  by  the  abufe  of  it  than  Your- 
self; Your  humane  and  companionate 
temper;  Your  uncommon  knowledge,  and 
extenfive  genius  for  litterature  or  bufinefs ; 
Your  eafy  wit,  and  flowing  conversation, 
often  inftru&ive,  always  agreeable  and  en- 
tertaining ;  Your  focial  and  convivial  Spi- 
rit, that  it  is  a  happinefs  to  live  or  con- 
verfe  with  You ;  thefe,  thefe  are  the  good 
qualities,  which  have  gained  my  affection, 
and  muft  gain  every  one's  who  hath  equal 
opportunities  of  obferving  them*  U  t 
knew  any  man,  who  poflefled  and  ex- 
erted them  all  in  a  greater  and  more  emi- 
nent degree  than  Your  Lordfhip,  I  mould 
love  him  and  admire  him  more :  but  till  then 
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I  muft  have  the'  higheft  honor  for  Your 
Lordfliip,  and  cannot  help  profeiTing  my- 
fclf  without  refcrvc,  and  with  all  poffible' 
veneration, 


My  Lord, 


Your  Lordship's  ever  obliged, 

and  devoted  Servant, 
May  20,  1749.  .  > 


Thomas  Newton. 
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PREFACE. 

TO  publifh  new  and  correct  editions  of  the 
works  of  approved  authors  has  ever  been 
efteemed  a  fervice  to  learning,  and  an  em- 
ployment worthy  of  men  of  learning.  It  is  not  ma- 
terial whether  the  author  is  ancient  or  modern. 
Good  criticifm  is  the  fame  in  all  languages.  Nay  I 
know  not  whether  there  is  not  greater  merit  in  cul- 
tivating our  own  language  than  any  other.  And  cer- 
tainly next  to  a  good  writer,  a  good  critic  holds  the 
fecond  rank  in  jthe  republic  of  letters.  And  if  the 
pious  and  learned  Bifhop  of  Theflalonica  has  gained 
immortal  honor  by  his  notes  upon  Homer,  it  can  be 
no  difcredit  to  a  graver  Divine  than  myfelf  to  com- 
ment upon  fuch  a  divine  poem  as  the  Paradife  Loft, 
efpecially  after  fome  great  men,  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me  in  this  exercife,  and  whofe  example  is  fanftion 
fufficient. 

My  defign  in  the  prefent  edition  is  to  publifh  die 
Paradife  Loft,  as  the  work  of  a  claffic  author  cum 
notis  variorum.  And  in  order  to  this  end  the  firft 
care  has  been  to  print  the  text  corre&ly  according  to 
Milton's  own  editions.  And  herein  the  editors  of 
Milton  have  a  confiderable  advantage  over  the  editors 
of  Shakefpear.  For  the  firft  editions  of  Shakefpear's 
works  being  printed  from  the  incorrect  copies  of  thd 
players,  there  is  more  room  left  for  conjectures  and 
emendations $  and  as  according  to  the  old  proverb,    ; 

■-  Bene  qui  conjiciet  vatem  hunc  perhibebo  optimum,  . 

the  beft  guefler  was  the  beft  diviner,  fo  he  may  be 
faid  in  fome  meafure  too  to  be  the  beft  editor  of 
Sfcakefpear,  as  Mr,  Wvbwton  hath  proved  himfelf 
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by  variety  of  conje&ures,  and  many  of  them  very- 
happy  ones,  upon  the  jnoft  difficult  p  afl^ges.  But 
we  who  undertake  to  publifti  Milton's  Paradife  Loft 
are  not  reduced  to  that  .uncertainty ;  we  arc  not  left 
floting  in  the  wide  ocean  of  conjecture,  but  have  a 
chart  and  jpompafs  to  fteer  by;  we  have  an  authentic 
copy  to  follow  in  the  two  editions  printed  in  his 
own  life-timq,  and  have  only  to  correct  what  may 
be  luppofed  to  be  the  errors  of  the  prefs,  or  miftakes 
occanoned  by  the  author's  blindnefs.  Thefe  two 
editions  then,  the  firft  In  ten  books  printed  in  a  finaU 
quarto^  and  the  fecond  in  twelve  books  printed  in  a 
Final!  oflavoj  are  propofed  as  our  ftandard  :  the  va- 
riations in  each  are  noted  j  and  we  never  deviate  from 
them  both  without  affigning,  as  we  think,  a  fub- 
ftantial  reafon  for  it.  Some  alterations  indeed  arc 
necdTary  to  be  made  in  confequence  of  the  late  im- 
provements in  printing,  with  regard  to  the  ufe  of 
capital  letters,  Italic  characters,  and  the  Spelling  of 
fome  words :  but  to  Milton's  own  Spelling  (for  we 
SduA  diftinguifli  .between  his  and  that  of  his  times) 
w.e  pay  all  proper  regard,  and  commonly  note  where? 
it  is  right,  and  where  it  is  wrong;  and  follow  it  or 
not  accordingly.  His  pointing  too  we  generally  ob- 
ferve,  becaufe  it  is  generally  right;  fuch  was  the 
care,  that  Milton  himfelf  took  in  having  the  proof- 
flieets  read  to  him,  or  his  friends  took  for  him:  and 
changes  of  conference  we  make  none  without  figni- 
fying  the  reafons;  in  lefler  inftances  there  is  no  oq- 
cafion  to  be  particular.  In  a  word  we  approve  of 
the  'two  Jim  editions  in  the  main,  tho'  we  cannot 
think  that  fhey  ought  ito  be  followed  (as  fome  have 
idvifeJ)  Jetter  for  tetter,  and  point  for  point.    We 
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dcire  to  toufcnbe  all  their  4ttc6Heoees,  hot  hate  do 
notion  of  perpetuating  their  faults  and  etroft. 

When  the  text  was  fettled,  the  sotes  fcaitie  rifcxt 
under  ^oofideraJoon.  P.  H.  ot  Patfidk  Hume,  as  he 
was  the  firft,  -fo  «*he  fcaoft  copious  toiiotator.  He 
laid  -the  foundation,  •fan  he  laU  it  *afcong  infinite 
heap*  of  rebbi&.  Tie  frerter  ijttrt  of  bis  work  is 
aduJldiftionary^f  tto  droit  oomraen  words,  a  U«. 
cfious  fardel  pf  the  *noft  trivial  abfervattatis,  **piUn- 
lag  -what  Tffjuiccs  **»  -emanation;  hat  take  away 
what  is  fuperfluous»  aafd  tbero  wiU'  (till  rentsin  a. 
great  deal  that  is  ufeftfU  thtfe  h  goU  atoong  hit 
drofs*  and  I  have  been  cartful  to  &par*te  die  dtae 
from  the  other*  It  was  recommended  to  rte  indeed 
to  print  iotire  Mrf  Addifon-s  Spcfttttofs  upon  the. 
Paradife  Loft,  as  ingenious  e&ye  which  had  cow* 
tribnted  greatly  to  the  imputation  ^f  the  £ocm,  and 
having  been  added  to  feveml  editions  they  fewrid  not 
we^  he  omitted  in  this  edition:  and  Accordingly 
thole  papers,  which  treat  of  die  poem  iff  general* 
arc  prefaced  in  the  nature  #f  a  prelkainfery  difcourfe ; 
and  thofe,  which  are  written  uponfeaecb  book  fepa* 
rately,  s*re  inferted  under  each  book,  and  interwoven 
in  their  proper  places.  Dr.  Benttey  's  i$  a  great  name 
ifk  criticifra.  But  he  has  not  acquired  any  additional 
honor  by  his  i>ew  edition  of  the  Paradife  Loft.  Nay1 
iptne  have  been  fa  &t  prejudiced  as  to  think,  that* 
he  could  not  be  a  good  critic  in  any  language,  who? 
had  ihown  himfetf  ii>  injudicious  an  ofce  in  his  own* 
mothef ^tongue.  But  prejudice  apart,,  ha  *ras  a  very 
great  man,  of  parts  ktferior  to  few,  of  learning  fupe- 
rior.tomoft  men;  and  he  has  made  fojm& very  judi-* 
cious  and  ufeful  remarks  upon  the  Paradife  Loft,, 
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though  in  the  general  they  «ay  ralber  be  catted  tfte 
dotages  of  Dr.  Bentky.     He  was- mora  fegacious  in 
finding  faults,  than  happy  in  mending  them;  and  if  % 
he  had  confined  himfelf  only  to  the  former,   he 
might  have  had  better  fuccefs;    but  when  ho  at»t 
tempted  the  latter,  and  fufeftituted  verfes  of  his  own  , 
in  the  room  of  Milton'*,  he  cemmonly  made  frqfc 
iniferable  hunglmg  work,  being  no  poet  hirafelf* 
and  having  litHe  or  no  tafte  of  poetry.    Dr.  Pearce* 
the  prefent  Lord  BKhop  of  Bangor,  has  diftinguiflied 
his  tafte  and  judgment  in  ehoofing  always  thfe  beft 
authors  for  me  fubje&s  of  his  criticiftn,  as  Cicero 
and  Longinus  among  the  •  Ancients,    and  Milton 
among  the  Moderns.    His  Review  of  the  Text  of 
the  Paradife  Loft  is  not  only  a  moft  complete  anfwer 
to  Dr.  Bentley,  but  may  ferve  as  a  pattern  to  all 
future  critips,  of  found  learning  and  juft  reafoning 
joined  with  the  greateft  candor  and  gentknefs  of 
manners.    The  whole  is-  very  well  worthy  of  ihq 
perufal  of  every  lover  and  admirer  of  Milton,  but 
inch  parts  only  are  ingraffed  into  this  work  as  are' 
more  immediately  proper  for  our  defign,  and  explain 
fbme  difficulty,   or  illuftrate  fome  beauty  of  our. 
author.     His  Lord&ip  together  with  my  Lord  Bath, 
firft  engaged  me  in  this  undertaking,   and  he  baa 
kindly  affifted  me  in  it  from  the  beginning,  tp  the 
end;  and  I  cannot  but  entertain  the  better  hopes  of 
the  public  approbation,  as  thefe  fheets,  long  before 
they  went  to  the  prefs,  were  perufed  and  cone&ed 
by  his  Lordfhip.    Of  Mr.  Ricnardfon's  notes  it  muft 
be  faid  that  there  are  ftrangc  inequalities  in  them, 
fbme  extravagances,  and  many  excellences  $  there  is 
often  better  fenfe  than  grammar  or  Engliftij  and 
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he  fometimes  hits  the  true  meaning  of  the  author 
fbrprifingly,  and  explains  it  properly.  He  had  good 
aatoral  parts  hot  without  erudition  or  learning,  in 
which  he  wa»offifted  by  his  fon,  who  is  a  man  of 
tafte  and  littamtore,  as  well  as  of  the  greateft  bene- 
volence and  gfcod-nature,  Mr.  Warburton  likewifc 
has  poblifhed  fome  remarks  upon  the  Paradife  Loft, 
occaiioned  chiefly  by  Dr.  Bentley's  edition.  They 
were  printed  fome  years  ago  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
works  of  die  Learned,  and  he  allowed  me  the  free 
trie  of  them :  but  upon  looking  into  the  Hiftory  of 
the  works  of  the  Learned,  to  my  regret  I  found  that 
hfe  remarks  were  continued  no  farther  than  the  three 
firft  books,  and  what  is  become  of  his  other  papers, 
and  how  they  were  miflaid  and  loft,  neither  he  nor 
I  can  apprehend;  but  the  excellence  of  thofe  which 
remain  lufficiendy  evinces  the  great  lofs  that  we  have 
foftained  in  the  others,  which  cannot  now  be  re- 
covered. He  has  done  me  the  honor  too  of  recom- 
mending this  edition  to  the  public  in  the  preface  to 
bis  Shakefoear,  but  nothing  could  have  recommended 
it  more  effectually  than  if  it  had  been  adorned  by 
fome  more  rf  his  netes  and  obfervations.  There  is 
a  pamphlet  intitled  An  Effay  upon  Milton's  imita- 
tions of  the  Ancients,  faid  to  be  written  by  a  Gentle- 
man of  North  Britain ;  and  there  is  another  intitled 
Letters  concerning  poetical  tranflations,  and  Virgil's 
and  Milton's  arts  of  vcrfe,  commonly  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Auditor  Benfon:  and  of  both  thefe  I  have 
made  fome  ufe,  as  I  have  likewife  of  the  learned 
Mr.  Upton's  Critical  Obfervations  on  Shakefpear, 
wherein  he  has  occasionally  interfperfed  fome  remarks 
upon  Milton ;  and  in  fhort,  like  the  bee,  I  have  been 
Vol.  I.  B  ftudious 
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ftudious  cff  gathering  fyrut»  whf  r* vet  I  cpsM  fi»4 
them  growing. 

But  befidps  the  flower  of  thofc  which  have  be$» 
already  pubUfhed,  here  are  feyeral  ftew  observation* 
offered  to  the*world,  both  of  others  and  t$y  own. 
Dr.  Heylin  lent  me  the  ufe  of  bis  ma&ufcript  ^ 
marks,  but  much  the  greater,  jpart  of  tkem  had  b^q 
rifled  before  by  Dr.  Bentley,    It  ieems  Dr.  Heylia 
had  once  an  intention  of  publi&ing  6  new  edition 
of  the  Paradife  Loft,  4nd  mpotianed  his  desfign  to 
Dr.  Bentley :  but  Dr.  Beotty  declfttiflg  at  the  few© 
time  his  refolutiop  of  doing  jt,  Dr..  Hcyljn  mpcfeftiy 
defifted,   and  freely  communicated  wfcti  obfervfc- 
tipns  he  had  made  to  Dr.  Bentley.    A&d  wh^  dofji 
Dr.  Bentley  do?    Why,  he  borrows  tbei )>eft  and 
ijioft  plaufible  of  his  notes  from  Dr.  Heylin*  jwbliihqp 
them  as  his  own,  and  pev«r  has  the  gratitude  to 
make  any  acknowledgment,  or  fo  mqch  ai  any  tRgftr 
tion  of  his  benefa&ofr.  I  aio^oWiged  Wo  to  Mr.  Jortia 
for  fotne  remarks,  whioh  he  conveyed  to  me  by  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Pearce.  Tkey  ate  chiefly  uptin  Miitoa't 
imitations  of  the  Ancients ;  l»t  every  thiog  that  pro* 
ceeds  from  him  is  of  value,  whfther  in  poetry,  cri- 
ticifm,  pr  divinity;  as  appears  from  his  Lufus  Po^ 
tici,  his  Mifcellaneous  Ohfervation$  upon,  authors, 
and  his  Difcourfes  concerning  the  truth- of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion.     Betides  thqfe  already  mentioned, 
Mr.  Warburton  has  favored  me  with  a  few  other 
potts  in  manufcript ;  I  wifli  there  had  been  more  of 
them  for  the  feke  of  the  reader,  for  the  toofe  hints 
of  fuch  writers,   like  the. flight  sketches  of  great 
matters  in  painting,  are  worth  more  tha»  Ahe  lahor'd 
pieces  of  .others.     And  he  w^ry  kindly  lent  me 
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Mr.  PopdVftfiiton  of  B&itley's  edition,  wherein 
Mr.  Pope  htd  all  along  with  hk  own  hand  fct  Come 
mark  ca'approbatkin^  re<S£,  beni,  pukbri&c,  in 
the  margin  over-againft  fuch  emendations  of  the 
Doctor's,  as  feemed  to  him  jutft  and  reafonable.  It 
was  a  &tis&£tion  to  fee  what  fo  great  a  genius  thought 
particularly  of  that  edition,  and  he  appears  through^ 
out  the  whole  to  have  been  a  very  candid  reader* 
and  to  have  ajpproved  of  more  than  really  merits  ajp- 
probation.  Mr.  Richardfbn  the  father  h%?  faid  m 
has  pre&ce,  that  his  ton  had  a  very  copious  collediogt 
tif  fine  parages  out  of  ancient  and  modern  authors, 
by  which4  Milton  had  profited;  and  this  collection, 
which  is  written  in  the  margin  and  between  the  lines 
of  Mr.  Home's  annotations,  Mr.  Richardfon  the  fon 
has  put  »to  my  hands.  Some  little  ufe  I  have  made 
rf  it ;  and  it  might  have  been  of  greater  fervke,  and 
hate  fared  me  fome  trouble,  if  I  had  not  then  almoft 
completed  this  work.  Mr.  Thyer,  the  Librarian  at 
ManchcAer,  I  have  not  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
perfonally,  but  by  his  writings  I  am  convinced  that 
lie  Draft  be  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  as  great 
humanity.  It  was  fete  before  1  was  informed  that  h$ 
had  written  any  remarks  upon  the  Paradife  Loft, 
but  he  was  very  ready  to  communicate  them,  and 
for  die  greater  difpateh  fent  me  his  interleaved  Mikon, 
wherein  his  remarks  were  written:  but  unluckily  for 
him,  forme,  and  for  the  public,  the  book  thro'  the 
negtigence  of  -the  carrier  was  dropt  upon  the  road, 
Mid  canftot  fince  be  found.  Mr,  Thyer  however 
hath  had  the  goodnefs  to  endevor  to  repair  the  loft 
to  me  and  to  the  public  by  writing  what  he  could 
recalled*,  and  fending  me  a  fheet  or  two  full  of  re- 
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marks  almoft  every  poft  for  fevcral  wedcs  together: 
and  tho'  feveral  of  them  came  t6o  late  to  be  inferted 
iftto  the  body  of  the  work,  yet  they  will  be  found 
in  the  *  Appendix,  which  is  made  for  the  fake  of 
them  principally.  It  is  unneceflary  to  fay  any  thing 
in  their  commendation ;  they  will  fufficiently  recom- 
mend themfelves.  Some  other  affiftance  too  I  have 
received  from  perfons,  whofe  names  are  unknown, 
and  others,  whofe  names  I  aiit  hot  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion :  but  I  hope  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons will  pardon  my  ambition  to  have  it  known, 
that  he  has  been  pleafed  to  fuggeft  fome  ufeful  hints 
and  obfervations,  when  I  have  t>een  admitted  to  the 
honor  of  his  converfation. 

And  as  the  notes  are  of  various  authors,  fb  they 
are  of  various  kinds,  critical  and  explanatory;  fome 
to  corredl  the  errors  of  former  editions,  to  difcufs 
the  various  readings,  and  to  eftablifh  the  true  genuin 
text  of  Milton ;  fome  to  illuftrate  the  fenfe  and 
meaning,  to  point  out  the  beauties  and  defedts  of 
fentiment  and  character,  and  to  commend  or  cenfure 
the  condudt  of  the  poem ;  fome  to  remark  the  pe- 
culiarities of  ftile  and  language,  *to  clear  the  fyntax, 
and  to  explain  the  uncommon  words,  or  common 
words  ufed  in  an  uncommon  fignification ;  fome  to 
confider  and  examin  the  numbers,  and  to  difplay  our 
author's  great  arts  of  verfification,  the  variety  of  the 
paufes,  and  the  adaptnefs  of  the  found  to  the  fenfe ; 
ibme  to  (how  his  imitations  and  allufions  t6  other 
authors,  whether  facred  or  profane,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern. We  might  have  been  much  larger  and  more 
copious  under  each  of  thefe  heads,   and  efpecially 

under 
*  In  this  edition  they  are  inferted  in  their  proper  places. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PREFACE. 

under  4*P  laft;  but  I  would  not  produce  every  thing 
that  h&h  any  fimilitude  and  refemblance,  but  only 
fuch  pailages  as  we  may  fuppofe  the  author  really 
alluded  to,  and  had  in  mind  at  the  time  of  writing. 
It  was  once  my  intention  to  preiix  fome  effays  to 
this  wotfc,  one  upon  Milton's  ftile,  another  upon  his 
veriif?cation,  a  third  upon  his  imitations  $cc ;  but 
upop  more  mature  deliberation  I  concluded  that  the 
lame  things  would  have  a  better  effedt  in  the  form 
of  fljort  notes,  when  the  particular  paffages  referred 
to  caqie,  immediately  under  confideration,  and  the 
context  lay  before  the  reader.  There  would  have 
,beeiv  more  of  the  pomp  and  oftentation  of  criticifm 
in  the  former,  but  I  conceive  there  is  more  real  ufe 
and  advantage  in  the  latter.  It  is  the  great  fault  of 
.commentators,  that  jthey  are  apt  to  be  filent  or  at 
moft  very  concife  where  there  is  any  difficulty,  ai\d 
to  be  very  prolix  and  tedious  where  there  is  none: 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  contrary  method  has  been 
taken  here;  and  tho'  more  may  be  faid  than  is  re- 
quitite  for  critics  and  fcholars,  yet  it  may  be  no  more 
than  is  neceflary  or  proper  for  other  readers  of 
Milton.  For  thefe  notes  are  intended  for  general 
ufe  and  if  they  are  received  with  general  approba- 
tion, that  will  be  fufficient.  I  can  hardly  expert 
tjiat  any  bpdy  fhould  approve  them  all,  and  I  may 
be  certain  that  no  body  can  condemn  them  all. 

The  life  of  the  author  it  is  almoft  become  a 
puftom.  to  prefix  to  a  new  edition  of  his  works  5  for 
when  we  admire  the  writer,  we  are  curious  alfo  to 
know  fomething  of  the  man :  and  the  life  of  Milttti 
is  not  barely  a  hiftory  of  his  works,  but  is  fo  much 
the  more  interefting,  as  he  was  more  engaged  in 
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touHic  affairs  than  poets  uftaHy  are.     And  k  hat 
happened  that  more  accounts  have  been  written  of 
fiis  life,  than  of  almoft  any  author's,  ^particularly  by 
Antony  Wood  in  his  Faai  Oxonienles,  by  cur  au- 
thor's nephew  Mr.  Edward  Philips  before  the  Englilh 
tranflation  of  Milton's  State-letters  printed  in  1694, 
by  Mr.  Toland  before  the  edition  of  our  author's 
profe  works  in  three  volumes  fblio  primed  in  1608, 
by  Monfieur  Bayle  in  his  Hiftoncal  and  Critical 
Didtionary,   by  Mr.  Fenton  before  the  edition  of 
our  author's  poetical  works  printed  in  1^5,  by 
Mr.  Richardfon  in  the  preface  to1  his  Explanatory 
.Notes  and  Remarks  upon  Mihon's  Paradife^oft, 
and  by  die  reverend  and  ingenious  Mr.  Thomas 
Birch  in  the  General  Dictionary,  and  more  largely 
before  the  edition  of  our  author's  proie  works  in  two 
volumes  folio  primed  hi  173&    And  I  have  not  only 
read  and  compared  thefc  accounts  together,    and 
made  the  beft  extrads  out  of  them  which  I  pofiiMy 
rould  5  but  have  alfo  cotfefted  feme  other  particulars 
from  Milton's  own  works  as  well  as  from  ether  au- 
thors, and  from  credible  tradition  as  well  es  from 
written  testimonies:  and  aH  thefe,  like  fo  many  dif- 
ferent threds,   i  have  woven  into  one  piece,  and 
formed  into  a  continued  narration,  of  whidi,  whe- 
ther it  affords  more  or  iefs  fatosfacftobn  and  eifcertam- 
ment  than  former  accounts,  the  reader  muft  tndge 
land  defeermin :  but  it  has  been  my  ftudy  a»4  endevor, 
as  in  the  notes  to  comprfte  the  flower  eff  aS  other 
notes,  fo  in  the  life  to  include  the  fubftance  of  all 
former  Hves,  and  with  improvements  and  additions. 

In  the  condulien  are  added  copious  indexes,  one 
*>f  the  principal  matters,  and  ano&er  of  Ae  words. 
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The  man,  who  is, at  the  pains  of  jnaking  indexejj, 
is  .really  to  be  pitied}  but  of  their  great  utility  thefe 
is  #a  need  to  fay  any  thing,  when  feveral  perfons, 
who  pafs  in  the  world  for  profound  fcholars,  know 
little  more  of  books  than  title-pages  and  indexes, 
but  never  catch  the  fpirit  of  an  author,  which  is  fure 
always  to  evaporate  or  die  in  fuch  hands.  The  former 
effhefc  indexes,. if  not  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Tickell, 
yrffil  think  firft  infcrted  in  hia  quarto  edition  of 
Mtftw's  jx>etical  works  printed  Mi  lyZQ;  and  for  the 
latter  whjch  was^uph  more  labor iqus,  it  was  com- 
poled  at  the  defire  aftd  encouragement  of  Mr,  Auditor 
jkpfon  %by  Mr.  Crwjen,  who  hath  alfo  publifhed  a 
vpjy  pfefiil  Concordance  to  the  Bible* 
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LIFE  of  MILTO  K 

IT  is  agreed  among  all  writers,  that  the  family  of 
Milton  came  originally  from  Milton  in  Oxford- 
lhire ;  but  from  which  of  the  Miltons  is  not  al- 
together fo  certain.  Some  fay,  and  particularly 
Mr.  Philips,  that  the  family  was  of  Milton  near 
Abington  in  Oxfordshire,  where  it  had  been  a  long 
time  Seated,  as  appears  by  the  monuments  Still  to  be 
Seen  in  Milton-church.  But  that  Milton  is  not  in 
Oxfordshire,  but  in  BarkShire  j  and  upon  inquiry  I 
find,  that  there  are  no  fuch  monuments  in  that 
church,  nor  any  remains  of  them.  It  is  more  pro- 
bable therefore  that  the  family  came,  as  Mr.  Wood 
lays,  from  Milton  near  Halton  and  Thame  in  Ox- 
fordshire :  where  it  floriihed  feveral  years,  till  at  laft 
the  eftate  was  fequefter'd,  one  of  the  family  having 
taken  the  unfortunate  fide  in  the  civil  wars  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancaster.  John  Milton, 
the  poet's  grand-father,  was,  according  to  Mr.  Wood, 
an  under-ranger  or  keeper  of  the  foreft  of  Shotov?r 
near  Halton  in  Oxfordshire ;  he  was  of  the  religion 
of  Rome,  and  fuch  a  bigot  that  he  disinherited  his 
fon  only  for  being  a  proteStant.  Upon  this  the  fon, 
the  poet's  father,  named  likewife  John  Milton,  fettled 
in  London,  and  became  a  ferivener  by  the  advice  of 
a  friend  eminent  in  that  profeffion :  but  he  was  not 
fo  devoted  to  gain  and  to  bufinefs,  as  to  lofe  all  tafte 
of  the  politer  arts,  and  was  particularly  Skilled  in 
mufic,  in  which  he  was  not  only  a  fine  performer, 

but 
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but  is  alfo  celebrated  for  ieveral  pieces  of  his  com* 
pofition:  and  yet  on  the  other  hand  he  was  not  fo 
fond  of  his  mufic  and  amufemeats,  as  in  die  leaft 
tonegleifc  his  bufinefs,   but  by  his  diligence  and 
ceconomy  acquired  a  competent  eftate,  which  enabled 
Km  afterwards  to  retire,  arid  live  m  die  country.  H$ 
was  by  ail  accounts  a  very  worthy  Hfitn ;  and  mar* 
ried  an  excellent  woman,  Sarah  of  the  ancient  ftthily 
of  the  Bradfliaws,  fays  Mr.  Wood ;  but  Mr.  Philips, 
our  author's  nephew,  who  was  more  likely  to  know, 
&ys,  of  the  family  of  die  Caftons  derived  originally 
from  Wales.    Whoever  flic  was,  (he  is  (aid  to  have 
been  a  woman  of  incomparable  virtue  and  goodneft  ; 
and  by  her  her  hu&and  had  two  ions  and  a  daughter. 
The  dder  of  the  fons  was  our  famous  poet,  wiio 
was  born  ki  die  year  of  our  Lord  1608,  on  the  $di 
of  December  in  die  morning  between  6  and  7  o'clock, 
in  Bread-ftreet  London,  where  his  father  lived  at  die 
fign  of  the  fpread  eagle,  whkh  was  alfo  die  coat  of 
arms  of  the  family.    He  was  -named  John,  as  hk 
father  and  grand-father  had  been  before  him;  and 
from  the  beginning  discovering  the  madcs  of  an  un- 
common genius,  he  was  defigned  for  a  fcholar,  and 
had  his  education  partly  under  private  tutors,  and 
partly  at  a  puMic  fcnool.    It  has  been  often  contro- 
verted whether  a  public  or  private  education  is  heft, 
but  young  Mikon  was  fo4iappy  as  to  (hare  the  ad- 
yantages  of  both.    It  appears  from  the  fourth  eff  Ms 
Latin  elegies,  and  from  the  frrft  and  fourth  of  hisf 
frtmifiar  epiftles,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Young,  who  was 
afterwards  paftpr  of  the  company  of  Engjkh  mer- 
chants refiaing  at  Hamburg,  was  one  of  his  private 
preceptors:  and  when  he  had  made  goodprogrefe 
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in  his  todies  it  home,  he  was  jo*  to  St.  Paul's 
fcbool,  to  be  fitted  for  the  unimrfity  under  the  cam 
of  Mr.  CiU,  who  was  the  ma&er  at  that  time,  and 
to  whofe  foo  are  addrcfied  £me  of  his  fcruiJiar 
cpiftles.  In  this  early  tinacof  his  life  fuch  was  his 
rare  of  learning,  and  io  great  was  his  ambition  to 
furpaft  his  equate,  that  from  his  twelfth  year  he 
commonly  continued  his  ftudtas  till  mtdntehl,  which 
(as  he  fays  himfcif  in  his  fcoond  Defcnfc)  was  the 
firft  mia  of  his  eyes,  td  whofe  natural  debility  were 
added  too  frequent  head-aba :  bat  all  ooold  not  es- 
tng^h^r^b^hislacKial^fiaflion  for  letters,  k 
k  wry  fcfctom  fcen,  that  inch  application  and  fiich  a 
genius  meet  m  the  £une  peifim.  The  fiance  of  ^either 
is  gseat,  but  both  together  muft  perform  wonders. 

He  was  now  in  the  i  ?th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
a  very  good  daffical  fendar  and  safer  of  fercml 
languages,  when  he  was  feat  to  the  mtivenfity  of 
Cambridge,  and  admitted  at Chcbd's College  (asajv- 
pears  from  the  rogUber)  on  the  lath  of  February 
■  1624-53  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  William  ChappcJ, 
afta^fdsBi&oprfCkrkand  Heconr 

tanned  ihove  ieten  years  at  the  univcriity,  aqd  took 
two  -degpoes,  that  of  Bachelor  uf  Arts  in  j&t8-9,  and 
4hat  of  Matter  in  163a.  It  is  ibmewhat  rcnaackablo, 
4uft  tho'  the  nacrite  of  both  oar  umneHkies  are  per- 
haps equally  great,  and  tho'.  poetical  enerc&s  aae 
wubor  more  encouraged  a£  Oxford,  yet  moft  of  our 
greuteft  poets  have  been  heed  at  Cambridge,  as 
Bpcnfcr,  Cowley,  Waiter,  Dryden,  Poor,  «*  to 
mettie*  any  of  the  kier  ones,  when  there  is  a 
greater  than  aU,  Mikon.  He  had  gpuon  mdy  profs 
of  h&y&tk  geaiushcferehewentto.theiinm^^ 

and 
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and  there  he  excelled  more  and  more,  and  diflln- 
guifhed  hkn&lf  by  feveral  copies  of  verfes  upon  qc- 
cafional  fubjeds,  as  well  as  by  all  his  academical  ex«- 
crctfes,  many  of  which  are  printed  among,  his  other 
works,  and  (how  him  to  have  bad  a  capacity  above 
ftis  years :  and  by  his  obliging  behaviour  added  to  his 
great  learning  ami  ingenuity  he  defcrvedly  gained  the 
attention  of  many,  and  admiration  of  all.    We  do 
not  find  however  that  he  obtained  any  preferment  ifi 
the  univerfity,  or  a,  fellowfhip  in  his  own  wliege ; 
which  feemeth  die  more  extraordinary,  as  that  for 
dety  has  always  encouraged  learning  and  learned 
men,  had  the  xnoftrcxcdknt  Mr*  Mede  at  that  time 
a  fellow,  andtafterwaids  boafteth  the  .great  names  of 
Cudworth,  and  Burnet  author  of  the  Theory  of  the 
Earth,  and  feveral  ethers.     And  this  together,  .with 
feme  Latin  verfes  of  his  to  a  friend,  reflecting  npop 
the  univerfity  feemingly  on  this  account,  plight  pr<c|- 
bably  have  ghtan  occafion  to  the  reproach  which  was 
afterwards  caft  upon  him  by  his  adverfaries,  that  he 
.was  expelled  from  the  univerfity  for  irregularities 
committed  there,  and  forced  to  fly  to  Italy :  but  hp 
fufficiently  refutes  this  calumny  in  more  places  than 
one  of  hk  works;  and  indeed  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
a  perfon  fo  engaged  in  religious  and  political  contro- 
*wfies,  as  he  was^  fhould  be  calumniated  and  abufed 
by  the  contrary  party. 

He  was  defigned  by  his  parents  for  holy  orders; 
and. among  the  manuscripts  of  Trinity  Cojjege  in 
Cambridge  there  are  two  draughts  in  Miltop'#,p,wh 
hand,  of  a  letter  to  a  friend,  who  had  importupqi 
him  to  take  orders,  when  he  had  attained  tb*  4ge  of 
twenty  three:   but  the  truth  is*  he  had  conceived 
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early1  prejudices  againft  the  dodrin  and  difciplin  of 
the  Church,  and  fubfcribing  to  the  Articles  was  in 
his  opinion  fubfcribing  flave.  This  no  doubt  was  a 
difappoihtment  to  his  friends,  who  though  in  com- 
fortable were  yet  by  no  means  in  great  circumftaaccs: 
and  neither  doth  he  fccm  to  have  had  any  inclination 
to  any  other  profeffion ;  he  had  too  free  a  fpirit  to 
be  limited  and  confined;  and  was  for  comprehend- 
ing all  fciences,  but  pcofcfling  none.  And  therefore 
after  he  had  left  the  university  in  1632,  he  retired  to 
his  father's  houfe  in  the  country;  ftir  his  father  had 
hy  this  time  quitted  bufinefs,  and  lived  at  an  eftate 
which  he  had  purchafed  at  Horton  near  Colebrooke 
ift  Buckinghamthire.  Here  he  refided  with  his  pa**- 
rents  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  and,  as  he  himfelf 
has  informed  us,  (in  his  fecond  Defenfe,  and  the  7th 
of  his  familiar  epiftles)  read  over  all  the  Greek  and 
Latin  authors,  particularly  the  hiftorians;  but  now 
and  then  made  an  excurfion  to  London,  fometimes 
to  buy  books  or  to  meet  his  friends  from  Cambridge, 
and  at  other  times  to  learn  fomething  new  in  the 
mathematics  or  mufic,  with  which  he  was  extremely 
delighted. 

His  ^retirement  therefore  was  a  learned  retirement 
and  it  was  not  long  before  the  world  reaped  the  fruits 
of  it.  It  was  in  the  year  1634  that  his  Mafk  was 
presented  at  Ludlow-caftle.  There  was  formerly  a 
prefident  of  Wales,  and  a  fort  of  a  court  kept  at 
Ludkrtr,  which  has  fince  been  abolifhed ;  and  the 
pfefident  at  that  time  was  the  Earl  x>f  Bridgwater 
btfbrfe*#hom  Milton's  Mafk  was  prefentedon  Mi- 
dfifehMs  night,  and  the  principal  parts,  thofe  of  thfe 
Hird*  brothers  were  performed  by  his  Lordfhip's  fan* 
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the  Lord  Braddy  and  Mr.  Thomas  Egcrton,  and  thj& 

of  the  lady  by  his  Lordfhip's  daughter  die  Lady 

AKcc  Egerton.    The  occafion  of  this  poem  feemetn 

to  have  been  merely  an  accident  of  the  two  brothers 

and  the  lady  having  loft  one  another  in  their  way  to 

die  cafile :  and  it  is  written  very  much  in  imitation 

of  Shakefpcar's  Tempeft,   and  the  Faithful  Shep- 

herdefs  of  Beaumonr  and  Fletcher;  and  though  one 

of  the  firft,  is  yet  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  of 

Milton's  compofitions.    It  was  for  feme  time  handed 

about  only  in  manuscript ;  but  afterwards  to  fatisfy 

die  importunity  of  friends  and  to  fave  the  trouble  of 

tranferibing,  it  was  printed  at  London,  though  with* 

out  the  author's  name,  in  1637,  with  a  dedication 

to  the  Lord  Brackfy  by  Mr.  H.  Lawes,  who  com* 

pos'd  the  mufic,  and  played  the  toart  of  the  attei** 

dent  Spirit    It  was  printed  likewife  at  Oxford  at  the 

*n&  of  Mr.  R's  poems,  as  we  learn  from  a  letter  of 

Sir  Henry  Wotton  to  our  author;   but  who   that 

Mr,  R.  was,  whether  Randolph  the  poet  or  who 

elfe,  is  uncertain.    It  has  lately,  tho'  with  additions 

and  alterations,  been  exhibited  on  the  ftage  feveral 

times;  and  we  hope  the  fine  poetry  and  morality 

have  recommended  it  to  the  audience,  and  not  barely 

the  authority  of  Milton's  name ;  and  we  wifli  far 

the  honor  of  the  nation,  that  the  like  good  tafte  pre* 

vailed  in  every  thing. 

In  1637  he  wrote  another  excellent  piece,  his 
Lycidas,  wherein  he  laments  the  untimely  fate  of  a 
friend,  who  was  unfortunately  drowned  that  fame 
year  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  on  the  Irifh  feas,  in 
his  paflage  from  Chefter.  This  friend  was  Mr.  Ed- 
ward King,   fonof  Sir  John  King,   Secretary  of  ^ 
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Ireland  undpr  Qjicen  Elizabeth,  King  James  I,  and* 
King  Charles  I ;  and  was  a  fellow  of  Chrift's  Coin 
ltge>  and  was  fo  well  beloved  and  efteemed  at  Cam- 
bridge, that  fome  of  the  greateft  names  in  the  uni- 
veruty  have  united  in  celebrating  his  obfeqpies,  and 
published  a  collection  of  poems,  Greek  and  Lattfit 
and  English,  facred  to  his  memory.  The  Greek  by 
#.  More  be-,  the  Latin  by  T.  Farnaby,  J.  Pear* 
fon&cj  the  Engliih  by  H.  King,  J.  Beaumont* 
J^Cleaveland  with  fcveral  others*  and  judicioufly 
the,  Wfc  of  all,  as  the  beft  of  all,  is  Milton's  Lycidae* 
""  On  fuch  facrifices  the  Gods  themfelves  ftrow  in- 
<c  cenfe;"  and  one  would  almoft  wifli  fo  to  have 
$fd,  for  the  feke  of  having  been  fo  lamented.  But 
this  poem  is  not  all  made  up  of  former  and  tender-* 
ne&f  there  is  a  mixture  of  Jatk  and  indignation ;  for 
ity  part  of  it  the  poet  taketh  oocafion  to  inveigh 
Igainil  the  corruptions  of  the  clergy,  and  fecmeth  to 
have  firft  difcovered  his  acrimony  againft  Archbiihop 
Ib^d,  and  to  have  threaten'd  him  with  the  \o&  o£ 
hj$,  head,  which  afterwards  happened  to  him  thro* 
toe  fury  of  his  tpemies.  At  leaft  I  can  think  of  no 
fenfe  fo  proper  to  be  given  to  the  following  verfes 
i^  J^ycidas, 

Befldes  what  the  grim  wolf  with  privy  paw 
JDaily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  Grid ; 
But  tbit  two-handed  engjto  at  the  door 
Staada  ready  to  finite  once,  and  finite  no  more. 

About  this  time,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  his  fa* 
mifiar  epiftles,  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  taking 
chambers  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court,  for  he  was 
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Hot  very  well  pAea&d  with  living  &  ohfewely  in  -the 
country :  but  his  mother  dying,  he  prevailed  with 
his  father  to  let  him  indulge  a  (Wife,  which  he  4fcd; 
long  entertained,  of  feeing-fertign  countries,  *h£ 
particularly  lodyr  and  having  commentated  his  *dc- 
fign  to  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  who  bad  formerly  been' 
embaflador  at  Venice,  and  was  then  Prowoft  of  Stop' 
College,  and  having  alfo  fent  htm  his  Mafk  of  wfekb 
he  had  not  yet  publicly  acknowledged  faknfdf  the: 
author,  he  received  from  him  the  following  friendly 
letter  dated  from  the  College  the  f  oth  of  April  i6ftf . 

SIR,. 

<c  It  was  a  fpeckl'fevor,  when  You  lately  beftowed 
upon  me  here  the  firfttafte  of  Your  acquaintance, 
tho'  no  longer  than  to  make  me  -  know,  that  I 
wanted  more  time  to  value  it,  and  to  eftjoy  it 
rightly.  And  in  truth,  if  I  could  then  have  ima- 
gined Your  farther  ftay  in  thefe  parts,  which  I 
understood  afterwards  by  Mr.  H.,  I  would  have 
been  bold,  in  our  vulgar  phrafe,  to  mend  my 
draught,  for  You  left  me  with  an  extreme  thirft, 
and  to  have  begged  your  conversation  again  jointly 
with  Your  faid  learned  friend,  at  a  poor  meal  or 
two,  that  we  might  have  banded  together  fojnc 
good  authors  of  the  ancient  time,  among  which  I 
obferved  You  to  have  been  familiar. 
"  Since  Your  going,  You  have  charged  me  with 
new  obligations,  both  for  a  very  kind  letter  from 
You,  dated  the  fixth  of  this  month,  and  for  a 
dainty  piece  of  entertainment,  that  came  there- 
with; wherein  I  fhould  much  commend. the  tra- 
gical part,    if  the  lyrical  did  not  ravifli  with*  a 
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^wAfkmtf  ccftfefetfr  hat*  Urn  yt* 
m.  vr  language,  Ipk  moUiiieu 
«*«■*«>  tell  ?<**  that  I  ww  ao)r 
Yea  lhafc»:fbr  intetiag  -*«*>  fee,.  h*w> 
foever.  the  true  a*»fieer.    Forthcworfc 
I  bed  T*wM4«e*  good-while  fe&ee  with 
ddigfe,.  faring  recefem} .it %>«  our com-» 
"  Mr.  R.  io  the  eery  dofe  of  the  ia» 
Mifc  pom*  jutted  at  Oafewi;  nibereunto:  it  m 

"jfhU+l+Amtfpc**  <tot*s*ce£bry  m*fae 

"  fidp  oat  the  principal,  according  to  the  art  of 
*(  ibboners,  and  leave  the  reader  con  la  bocea  dofbe. 
Mwitoe?,  8ir,  <weowai»g  Yodr.*n«$fe,  wherein  I 
tji— y  ■halhnge  a  little  note  privilege  of  difceurfo 
*<*&¥<»$  Ifcppofc,  You  witt  no*  bknch  Paris 
••>i|'«THon»'Wajr.  Theeefcte-  I  fate  been  bold:  to 
«V«n»bh>  Yoo^wkh  a  few  line*  to  Mr.  M.  B.  Whom 
•i  Y*ar  &all  eafily  find  attending  the-  young  LocdtSi 
'^•aiat  gwrcrnor )  and  You  nay  foreU/  receive  from 
**;-ini]|''good  diredtions  for  Shaping  of  Your  farther 
w!)brihtee-ihtD  Italy*  where  he  did  rdfide  by  my 
*-dHfce  fome  time  for  the  king,  after  mine  own  re- 
♦•■teft  isotn  Veftice. 

•*  1  fltfmld  think,  that  Your  beft  line  will  he 
<<tlia/  the  whole  length  of  France  to  MarfciHea, 
**  and  thence  by  fea  to  Genoa,  whence  the  paflkge 
**  'tefo  Tktfcany  it  as  diurnal  a$  a  Gravefend  barge.  I 
"fatten,  as  You  do,  to  ftorence  or  Sienna,  the  ra-» 
**  dmr  to  tell  You  a  mort  ftory,  from  the  intereft 
M  Ymt  here  given  me  in  Your  fafety. 

*  AlSkiwai  wastabtedrnthehoufc  of  one  Alberto 
**  Sdpienej.  an  old  Roman  courtier  in  dangaroM 
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*f  times*  felting  bttft  fteWafd  to  the'  Die*  f£  Pag- 
«  tiano,  who  With  aH  his  Amity  were  ftteiigted; 
°  &ve  this  ottly  man,  that  efcaped  by  fcfedght  Of 
•*  the  tetttpeft.  With  hith  I  had  dfeii  tftucb  dutt 
M  «f  thole  affairs }  into  Which  he  took  fffeafarfe  tfc* 
"  look  back  froifi  his  MeHe  harbour  i  ahdat  Hiy  4c- 
"  jtfrttire  toward  Rome,  Which  had  beeto  the  attttdr* 
«'  of  his  experience-,  I  Jted  woft  confidence  enough* 
"  to  beg  his  advice,  how  I  might  carry  nfyfeif  te- 
«*  surely  theYej  without  dflfchfc  of  oAers,  Of  of  my 
~  own  confeittttfe:  Signdr  Aidgft  meo,  fays  he,  t 

*  poifieriftretfi,   ft  fl  vifo  fclofco,  that  Is,  You* 
«-•  Adults   ctafe,    and    You*  courifenatfee   lodfe; 

*  Will  gb  fafety  brer  the"  Whofe  mrid.  Of  Which 
11  Delphiafl  Oracle  (for  ft  1  hate  fottnd  it)  Yotft 
•*  judgment  doth  need  fto  commentary  *  arid  there- 
**  fore,  Slf ,  t  Will  commit  You  with  ft  to  the  bell 
«•  of  all  fecurfties,  Gbd'a  dear  love,  remaining  Yotfr 
fk  friend,  as  much  at  command  ad  any  of  longef 
M  date.  H,  Wotton. 

.    P.  S.  **  Sir,  I  have  exprefsly  fent  this  by  toy  toot-- 

*  boy  to  prevent  Your  departure,  without  ibme  ao- 
,e  knowledgment'from  me  of  the  receipt  of  Your 
"  obliging  letter,  having  myfelf  thro*  fome  bufinefc, 
w  I  know  not  how,  neglected  the  ordinary  convey* 
•*  ance.  In  any  part  where  I  {hall  underitand  You 
*'•  fixed,  I  lhia.ll  be  glad  and  diligfent  to  entertain 
**  You  with  home-novelties,  even  for  fome  fomen-r 
**  tatiort  of  our  friendship,  too  foon  interrupted  ia 
**  the  cradle." 

£*&«&*  this  he  fot  ©4t  upon  bk  travels,  being 
W  an  age  to  make  the  prober  unpcovenamt^  ana 
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be*  barely  id  At  tights  and  to  learn  the  languages, 
1A»  moA  of  our  modem  tmveleift,  who  go  oat 
bey*,  ittjreiwn  fuch  as  we  fee,  but  foch  as  I  do 
Ml  ehoofc  to  name.  H»  «u  attended  by  only  one 
fetvam,  who  aooomfftttied'him  through  all  his  tfa- 
vei»  j  tod  he  went  fira  to  France,  whine  he  had  re- 
commendation* to  the  Lord  Stodamore,  the  Engafh 
««»bofladwtlw/e«tha<on4C)and»foofta«hecartie 
tefferis,  he  waited  upon  his  LordlWp,  end  was  re-' 
coved  with  wonderful  Civility)  and  having  an  eafneft 
den>e  to-Vwt  the  teamed  Hugo  Grotim,  he  wa*  by 
lm-LordAty'smeati*  fatrodeoed  to  that  great  man, 
who  wmthen  embatiador  at  lie  French  court  from 
the  aunous  Chriftina  Q&uti  of  Sweden  *  and  the 
rifit  Wet  to-thek  mutual &tm%£hon ,  they  were  eadi 
ft  them  titeefed  t»  fee  a  perfon,  of  whom  they  had 
heard  foch  commendations.  But  at  Paris  he  flayed 
ne>  loaf;  his  thoughts  and  his  withe*  haAened  wo 
Italy?  and  fo  after  a  ftw  days  he  took  leave  of  the 
Lwd  Sftdimore,  who  very  kindly  gave  him  letter* 
to  the  3§nglMh  merchants  in  the  fcveral  places  thsso*, 
which  he Was  to  travel,  re^uefting  them  to  do  him 
aft  the  good  offices  which  Wjf  in  their  power* 

Frttm  ftris  he  went  dkeftry  to  Nice,  where  he 
took  flapping  for  Genoa,  from  whence  he  went  to 
Leghorn,  aWd  tfcfcnce  to  Pila,  and  &  to  Florence,  inv 
which  city  he  found  furaeient  inducements  to  make 
jfttay  i#  two  months.  For  Betides  the  curlouties 
anti  other  beauties  of  (he  place,  he  took  great  de- 
light in  ifte  company  and  conversation  there,  and1 
frequented-'  their  academies  as  they  are  called,  die. 
meetings  of  *he  moft  polite  and  ingenfcttt  petibro, 
trhJch  fheyfeave  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  other 

C  2  principal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jrfv         TfcffcLFB  of  m  LfO  ft 

pfincapftl  cities  to£  Italy,  |br  the,  exercifir  and  ha- 
jxmtment  of  witaand  learaftog  among  them.    An4 
id  thefe  convw&tiboa  he  bere  fo  good  a?  p«$,  9*4 
pmdoced  fo  many  excellent  compofiftiaftt*  thftt  he 
v»b  foon  taken  notice  of,  and  was  very  c**ch  courted 
and  carcfled  by  foreral  of  the  nobility  and  prime  wits- 
of  Florence.  -For  the  raanott  k,  a«s  he  fays  himfelf 
in  the  preface  to  his  fecoad  book  of  the  Reafon  of 
Church-government,  thatcv^.onen^^p  fome 
proof  of  hkmk  and  readwgrthpii^  and?  h$  produc- 
tions were  reeored  with  wiiittenrC!ncomm&  whi ch 
thrt'kattan  is  not  forward  toheftaw  on.  »*M»f fof  tins 
-fidenthe  Alpftit  Jacomo  G^i4i,  Antowo  fWtW»> 
Cario  Dad,  iBtaeditto  Bonim«^  Cultcllino,  Frcifc. 
joohaldi,  Clement&i  a*e  reckdncd  among  hi»  f*rtia*- 
ki:  friends*..  A*  Gaddi'*  hcufe<  thd academies  wene 
held,   which  he:  constantly  fequenlqdt     Amm> 
Fraactni  compoftd  an  Italian  ode  in  his  ooipmoo<^ 
tkm.    Carlo  Datt  wrote  a  Latin  «uk>gj»ni  of  Jbim, 
andcorrefptoded  with  Jiim  afoar  his  return  to  Bfl#- 
land.   Bontoatthet  twafr  at  that  time  about  publi(hing 
an  Italian 'grammar;  land  the  eighth  of  ourjpfhor's 
familiar  cpiftlc*,  dated  at  Florence  Sept.  10*  l6|8» 
is  addreflod  to  him  upon  that  occafion,  comn^ndlng 
hit  defign/  andadmng  him  to  add  ibme  <&fer?*~ 
lions  concerning  the  true  pronunciation  erf  that  Ian* 
guage  kk  the-ufe  of  foreigners.  ■ 
,  wSa  muah  good  acquaintance  would  probably  have 
ddtuaed  him  longer  at  Florence,  if  he  had  notnboen 
going  to  Room,  which  to  a  curious  traveler1  is  cer- 
tainly the  place  the  moft  worth  feeing  of  any  »  the 
wmrlfL    And  in  he  took  leave  of  his  friends  at  Flo- 
name,  and  men*  6am  thenccr  to  Sienna*  and  ftopa 
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fiBnnfafto  Rome,  wHere  he  ftaycd  much  about  die 
fiine  tk»6that  he  had  continued  at  Florence,  feaft- 
tofc  both' his  eyes  and  hi*  mind,  and  dcHchtcd  with 
Ac  "ftifc  {wdntfegs,  ■and  fculptures,  and  other  rarities 
and  antio/rtfeks  of  die  city,  as  well  as  with  the  con- 
¥er&tidn  •of  (everal  learned  and  ingenious  men,  and 
particularly  of  Lucas  Holftenius,  keeper  of  me  Va* 
train  Mfaftary,  who  received  him  with  the  greateft 
fcfimaahy,  and  mowed  him  all  the  Greek  authors; 
whcthci  in  print  or  to  manufcript,  which  had  paffed 
thro*  Us  eorre&ony-feifld  alfo  prefented  him  to  Cart 
dcaal^BaYfettrini,  who  at  an  entertainment  of  mufic, 
performed  *t  his  own  expenfc,  waked  for  him  at 
the  door,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand  brought  him 
jnto<the  *aflembly.    The  next  morning  he  waited 
topen  me  Cardinal  to  return  him  thanks  for  his  civi- 
lities, and  by  die  meant  of  Holftenius  was  again  in- 
■frdinfttd  to  his  Eminence,  and  ipent  feme  rime  ih 
tiOoverfaetett  with  him.    It  feems  that  Holftenins 
had- ftudied  three  yean  at  Oxford,  and  this  might 
4tfpofe<l9im  to  be  more  fHendlv  to  die  Englim,  but 
he  tefcfc  a  particular  liking  and  affeftion  to  Mihon; 
and  Milton,  to  thank  him  for  all  has  fevors,  wrote 
to  toh*  (Uttrwatds  from1  Florence  the  ninth  of  his 
Aftiilfef  epiftlesi     At  Rome  too  Sefoaggi  made  a 
Latin  thweh  ki  honor  of  Milton,  and   Salfilli  a 
Latin  tetraftich,  celebrating  him  for  lus  Greek  and 
.Latin' and  Italian  poetry;  and  he  in  return  prefented 
•bfSalfitti  in  his-  fickneft  thole  fine  Seasons,  or  Iambic 
verfe*  having  a  fpondfte  in  the  faft  .foot,  which  are 
jflferted  among  his  juvemie  poems.  ■ 

FtemnitoHie  he  went  to  Naples,  in  company  with 
f  certain  hermit;  and  by  his  means  was  introduced 
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<o  the  acquaintance  of  £io*anui  Bsptfte  Maufe 
Marquis  of  Villa,  a  Neapolitan  nobkaoau,  pf  ungu> 
lar  merit  and  virtue,  to  whom  Taflb  add*e#*  «w 
dialogue  of  friendship,  and  whom  he  mention?  like* 
Wife  in  his  Gierufelemme  Liberate  with  great  honor. 
This  nobleman  was  particularly  civil  to  Milton,  far 
ijoently  vifrted  him  at  his  lodgings  and  went  with 
him  to  {how  him  the  Viceroy's  palace,  and  what* 
$ver  was  curious  or  worth  notice  in  the  cky :  and 
moreover  he  honored  him  Jo  &r  as  <o  make-  a  Turin 
diftich  in  his  praife,  which  is  printed  before  our  an* 
thor's  Latin  poems,  as  is  likewaie  the  other  of  Set- 
vaggi,  and  tne  Latin  tetraftich  of  6alfilli  together 
with  the  Italian  ode  and  the  Latin  eubgium  before 
mentioned.  We  may  iuppo#  that  Milton  was  not 
a  little  pleated  wim  the  honors  conferred  upon  km 
by  fo  many  pertbns  of  diftincliQOt  and  especially  by 
one  of  fuch  quality  and  eminence  as  the  Marqidt  «5f 
Villa)  and  as  a  teftimony  of  his  gratitude  he  pre*, 
iented  to  the  Marquis  at  his  departure  from  NapJjB 
lus  eclogue  intitled  Manfus,  which  is  well  worib 
reading  among  his  Latin  poems.  So  that  it  may  be 
reckoned  a  peculiar  felicity  of  theMaiquie  of  Villa's 
life,  to  have  been  celebrated  both  by  Taflb  and 
Milton,  the  one  the  guateft  modern  peet  of  his  ow% 
and  the  other  the  £ra*teft  of  fereign  nations. 

Having  fee»  the  fined  parts  of  Italy,  Milton  was 
now  thinking  of  pafiing  over  info  Sicily  and  Greece, 
when  he  was  diverted  from  his  pnrpofe  by  the  new* 
from  England,  that  things  were  tending  to  a  civil 
war  between  the  King  and  Fariameot)  tec  be 
thought  it  unworthy  of  himfelf  to  be  tajecpg  his 
pleafure  abfead,  while  his  countrymen  were  contend- 
ing 
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i^aVlftorty  atheaj*.  #e  revived  therein*  to  r*t 
turn  by  the  way  of  Rome,  tho'  he  was  advj^i  tq 
6e  contrary  by  the  match***,  wJw»  hid  received  in* 
teUegooee  fins  their  caroijpndeftts,  that  the  Englim, 
famit»  there  were  formteg  plot*  again**  %»,  in  cai* 
be  flumld  reman  thither,  by  feafon  of  the  o»t  free^ 
den*  whieh  he  had  wfcd  in  all  his  difcenrjes  of  re* 
ligbo.  Kor  he  had  by  no  means  obferved  the  nde- 
Bmommoadcd  to  him  by  Sir  Henry  Wotten,  q$ 
hte^histk^l^icjQ&aqdhwoottoftnancc  o|*nr 
tie  had  wfieed  Gatika,  a  fvUbner  dp  the  Iaquifition, 
fer  aficrtiag  the  motion  of  the  faith,  and  minkjog 
oeherwife  in  aftronc-my  than  $e  Dominican?  ana 
Branobbans  thought:  And  that'  the  Marquis  of  Villa 
had  fhown  him  fach  dtftingntfung  marks  of  favor 
atNaplea,  yet  he  told  him  at  his  departure  that  he. 
would  ham  fhawn  him  much  greater,  if.be  had 
beam  mom  refcnttd  m  matter?  of  religion.  But  he, 
had  a&u}  above  dilumuhuioeand  difguifej  he  waa 
Deafer  afraid,  nor  aAamed  to  vindicate  the  truth* 
and  if  any  man  had,  he  had  in  Wm  the  fpkit  of  aq 
eld  martyr.  He  was  ib  prudent  indeed.  that  fee 
would  not  of  his  own  accord  begin  any  diicQurie  of 
leUmDAs  Jen  at'the  ftme  time  he  wee  (o  beneft,  tjjat 
if  Me  was  questioned  at  all  about  his  kith,  he  would, 
not  ditiembJe  hia  fcattments,  whatever  was  the  con* 
jennence.  '  And  with  mis  refolutkm  he  went  to, 
lame  the  ascond  time,  and  fayed  there  two  month* 
autre,  neither  concealing  his  name,  nor  declining 
openly  to  defcad;  the  truth,  if  any  thought  proper 
ta  attack  him:  and  yet,  God'a  good  providence, 
prate$iag  him,  .he  came  &Jk  to  his  kid  friends  at 
laaeenoo*.  libera  be  waa  received  with  a*  much 
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|ay  and  affoOkm,  as  if  rhc  kad  ittittood  low  Jiisi  earn 
country,  ,;v .  ■-     *n,      u.  *•  ,.   .         tr 

Herc4ikewifc?he  ftayod  two  moadis,***  far  feed 
done  before,  txceptiagvonly  an'  excuiioa  of  aliemr 
days  to  Lucca :  and?  then  crofiiAg  the  Apennines  and 
palling  thro*  Bologna  ind  FerraraJ  hd  came  to  Venice, 
ih  which  dty  he  f^tnt  a  month;  and  having  ftiipptod 
«ff  the  books,  which  be  had  coliefifeed  in  his'  tra- 
▼els,  and  particularly  a  cheft  or  two  fcf  choioeiittufic 
books  of  the  bed  mailers  florilhing  about  that  time 
in  Italy,  he  tdak  his  courfe  ,thro'  Verona,  Milan, 
and  along  the  lake  Leman  to  Geneva.  -  lo  this  xatjF 
he  tarried'fome  ttme^  meeting  hcte  with  people  or 
his  own  ptindplfft,  and  contracted  fan  mtimatc 
friendship  wkh  Giovanni  Dcodati,  the  moft  learned 

Srofeffer  of  divinity,  whofe  annotations  .upon  the 
iWe  are  publiflbtd  in  Engftfli.  And  horn  thence 
fttmning  thro9  France,  the  fame  way  .that  he  had 
gone  before,  he  arrived  fefe  in  England,  ate.  a 
peregrination  of  one  yeiar  aad  about  three  months, 
having  feen  mote,  as&d  learned* more,  aad  cocveded 
With  more  famous  toen,  and  made  more  real  im- 
provements, than  mbft  others  in  double  the  time.  - 

His  firft  bufinefc  after  his  return  was  to  pty&his 
duty  to  his  ftlher,  and  to  vifit  his  other  fid  ends;  but 
this  pleaf&fc  wad  much  diminifbed  by  the  loft  of  his 
dear&iend  and  fchoolfellow  Charles  Deodatriin  his 
abfence.  While  he  was  abroad,  he  heard  it  reported 
that  he  was  dead ;  and  upon  hk  coming  hoenfc  he 
fount)  it  but  too  true,  and  lamented  his  death  in  an 
excellent  Latm  eclogue  intitkd  Epitaphium  Damonk* 
This  Deodatt  had  a  father  rorigiaaily  of  Lucca,  but 
his  mothejr  was  EtfgliJh,  and  hcrwas  born  apd  bad 
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fc>  England,  and  ftudied  phyfic,  and  was  an  ad- 
mirable fcholar,  and  no  lefs  remarkable  for  his  fb- 
;  briety  aftd  other  virtues  than  for  bis  great  learning 
aid  ingenuity.  Ore  or  twa  of  Milton's  familiar 
•nifties  are  addrefied  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Toland  ftp, 
that  he  had  »  his  hands  two  Greek  letters  of  De»- 
•detp**  Milton*  very*  handfomely  written.  It  may  be 
eight  for  fchefars  now  and  then  to  exercife themfelves 
ill  Greek  and  Latin;  but  we  have  much  more  ire— 
iqnent  occafion  to  write  letters  in  our  own  native 
language,  and  in  that  therefore  we  fliould  principally 
endevor  to*  excel. 

Milton,  foon  after  his  return,  had  taken  a  lodging 
at  one  Ru&Ts,  a  taylor,  in  St  Bride's  *  Church- 
yard ;  but  he  continued  not  long  there,  hawing  not 
fafEckat  room  for  hit  library,  and  furniture ;  and 
therefore  determined  to  take  a  noufe,  and  accordingly 
took  a  handftme  gardcn-hoqfe  in  Aldcrfgate-ftrat, 
fitnated  at  the  end  of  an  entry,  which  was  the  more 
agreeable  to  a  (tedious  man  for  its  privacy  and  free- 
dom from  ooife  and  diftwbance.  And  in  this  houfe 
he  coatinred  feveral  years,  and  his  fitter's  two  foas 
were  put  to  board  with  him,  firft  the  younger  and 
afterwards  the  elder:  aadfome  ether  m  his  intimate 
fiiends  requefted  of  him  the  fame  feror  for  their 
font,  efpeeially  fincc  there  was  little  more  trouble  ki 
iftfhruding  half  a  down-  than  two  or  three:  and  he, 
who  coal d  not  eafily  deny  any  thing  to  his  friends, 
and  whfc  knew  that  the  greateft  men  in  all  ages  hod 
delighted  in  teaching  others  the  principles  of  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  undertook  the  office,  hot  out  of 
'any  fordid  and  mercenary  views,  but  merely  from  a 
Ibmfrakat  dMpofition,  and  a  defire  ta  do.  good. 

And 
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Aftd  hfe  «*hqd  pf  ftbtffttiM  Wfc  w  qjwjh  %bof# 
the  pedantry  and  jajjgon  of  the  common  fchoofe,  tft 
life  genius  was  Aipewf  tp  thai  of  *  common  fchook 
matter.  One  *f  hi*  nephews  h*9  given  «t  an  MH 
count  of  the  rtuny  aMtnors^both  kath*  and  Greek* 
mhfcb  (befidea  thoie  ufually  read  in  the  fchonls)  thro1 
bit  excellent  judgment  and  way  of  teaching  w*«fc 
wn  oyer  within  no  greater  compel*  of  time,  than 
from  ten  to  fcftof  n  or  feteen  years  «f  age ,  Of  the 
latin  the  four  author*  concerning  huftandry,  Cam, 
Varro,  Columella,  end  PeUadius,  CorneUm  CoWw 
Ae  phyfician,  a  great  part  of  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory, 
the.  Arc&He&ure.  of  Yitruvius,  the  Stratagem*  of 
Frontimj6,  and  the  phijofopbieel  poet*  Lucretius  audi 
Manitiu*.  Of  the  Greet  Hefion ,  Arams'*  Phatae* 
mena  and  Piofcrnei*,  CHoflyfint  Afer  de  fta  orhis, 
Qppfen'*  Cynegetws  and  Halientkn,  Qujntae  Cala* 
fcer's  poem  of  the  Trojan  war  continued  from  He* 
mer,  Apollonins  RhoqW*  Argonautics,  and  to  vnk 
Plutarch's  Pkcita  phiWepherutn,  and  of  the  entice* 
tine  of  children,  Xenopbon's  Cyropswtta  anjl  Ana* 
bail,  Elian's  Tablet,  and  the  Stratagem*  ef  Pe* 
tyemus.*  Nor  did  this  amplication  to  the  Creek  and 
latin  tongues  hinder  the  attaining  to  the  chief 
oriental  language!,  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee  and  Syriac, 
jb  far  as  to  go  thro'  the  Pentateuch  or  five  books  of 
Mofts  in  Hebrew,  to  make  «  good  entrance  intrt 
we  Targum  or  Chaldee  parephrafe,  and  to  undent 
Hand  fever*!  chapters  of  St,  Matthew  in  the  Syrian 
Teftament}  befides  the  modem  languages,  Italian 
and  French,  and  a  competent  knowledge  of  Ac  man 
thematic*  and  afoonomy.  The  Sunday's  exercim 
for  his  pupils  was  fi*  the  rooft  part  to  read  a  chapter 
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«f  tfer  Qrcdc  TeOamen*,  and  to  hear  bis  learned 
ejrppfiuap  pf  ft.  The  next  work  after  this  was  to 
Vfto  from  his  d&ation  fame  part  of  a  fyftem  of 
4ww*y>  which  be  bad  coHefted  from  the  abkft  $« 
vjn**,  who  bad  written  upon  that  4ubje&  Such 
VM  fop  academic  inftjtitfionflj  and  tbns  by  teaching 
tuber*  be  in  fome  roeaiure  iujarged  his  pwn  know- 
tad|»i  and  having  the  reading  of  fo  many  authors 
ii  it  wf  re  py  ptoxy,  be  wight  ppfljhly  have  pre*- 
fcrwed  his  %bt,  if  be  bad  not  moreover  been  perpo- 
*u*Uy  bwfied  in  reading  pr  writing  fomethjng  hinv 
ftlf.  |t  was  certainly  a  very  recKife  and  ftudions 
life,  |bat  bptb  he  and  his  pupils  led  3  hut  the  young 
men.  of  that  4ge  were  of  a  different  turn  from  thoje 
of  $e  prefcnt  $  a*d  be  himfetf  gave  an  example  to 
these  w*kr  him  of  bard  ftudy  and  *pare  diet]  only 
new  and  then,  ope?  in  three  weeks  or  a  month,  be 
made  a  gawdy  day  with  feme  young  gentlemen  pf 
fc*  ^pgwintapce,  the  chief  of  whom,  toys  Mr.  Phv 
Jjpe,  -.WffP  Mr.  ^Alphry  and  Mr.  Miller,  poth  qf 
CJmyVlnA,  and  two  of  the  greatoft  beaus  pf  tbpfe 

titot* 

But  be  was  not  fo  fond  of  tfw  academical  life 
I?  to  be  an  indifeient  fae&ator  of  what  was  aeled 
ejW^puhlic  ftng^af  me  world.  The  nation  wse 
now.  mi  a  great  ferment  in  1641,  and  the  clamor  run 
fejgbagftlaft  the  biihops,  when  he  joined  loudly  in 
fotcry,  to  help  the  puritan  mintfters,  (as  be  fays 
Umfejf  in  his  fecond  Defenfe)  tbey  being  inferior 
to  the  biihops  in  learning  and  eloquence;  and  pub? 
&h$d  bis  twp  books,  Of  Reformauon  in  England, 
written  to  a  friend,  About  the  feme  time  certain 
8M^ff»i»vif^|>ub}iA)ed  a  tpftjfe  qfinb  epifcopacy, 
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in  attftirer  to  the'Hflnible  kemonftraqcc  of  Dh  J£ 
ieph  Hall  Bifhop  of  Norwich  under  the  thk  fcf 
Smedymniras,  a'wdrd  copfifting  of  the  initial  fcttert 
cdf  their  names,  Stephen  Marfhal,  Edmund  Cafafhy, 
'Thomas  Young;  Matthew  Ncwcomcn,  atod  Willkm 
*purftow  j  and  Arefefctfhop'  Ufher  fearing  puWlflied 
at  Oxford  a  refutation  of  Sme&ymhuus,  inatraft 
iMtteerning  the  Original  of  Biftiop*  and  MetftSpbli- 
tans5  Milton'  Wirote  his  little  piece  Of  Pfobticd 
Epifcopacy,  in  oppdfitkm  chiefly  to  Ufher,  for  fie 
was  far  contending  with  the  m&ft  powerful  advei*- 
ftry %  diere  would  be  either  left*  difgrace  in  the  de- 
feat, *or  more  glory  ii*  the  riftory.  He  handled  the 
febjedt  more  at  large  in  his  next  performance,  which 
was  the  Reafbn  of  Church  Government  urged 
againft  Prekty,  in  two  books.  And  Biflfeo  HaH 
.having  publiflied  a  Defenfe'of  die  Humble  R«- 
monffeance,  he  wrote  Animadverfifcns  upon  it  All 
thefc  treatifes  he  published  within  the  courfe  of  one 
Tear,  1641,  which  ihow  how  very  diligent  he  was 
la  the  eaufe-that  he  had  undertaken.  And  the  next 
year  he  fcf  forth  his  Apology  for  Sme&ymnuus,  in 
anfwer  to  the  Confutation  of  hfc  Animadverfions, 
written  as  he  thought  himfdf  by  Bifhop  Hall  or  his 
fen,'  And  here -very  luckily  ended  a  controversy, 
Syhich  detained  him*  from  greater  and  better  writings 
which  he  was  meditating,  more  ufefhl  to  the  public, 
as  well  as  mprefijitaHe  to1  his  own  genius  and  incfi- 
nation:  but  he  thought  all  this  while  that  he  was 
vindicating  ecclefiaftlcal  liberty. 

In  the  year  1647*  and  the  35th  of  hk  age,  he 
married ;  and  indeed  his  family  was  now  growing  fb 
numerous,  that  it  wanted  4  mifbefe  at  t&  head  a£ 

it, 
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k.  Hfc&ther»  who  had  tivcd  with  hfe  younger  ion 
at  Reading,  was,  upon  the  taking  of  that j&ce  by 
lbs  fames  under  the  Earl  of  Eucx,  neceffiMtod  to 
oomftrand  live  in  London  wkh  this  his  elder  fon, 
with  whom  he  continued  in  tramjaillky  and  devotion 
to  hie  dying  day*  Some  addition  too  ma*  to  bo 
made,  to  the  number  of  his  pupils.  But  before*  his 
father  or  his  now  .pupils  were  come,  he  took  a 
journey  in  the  Whitfuntide  vacation,  and  after  a 
month's  absence  returned  with  a  wife,  Mary  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  Mr.  Bichwd  Powell,  of  FosefthUl 
near  Shotover  in  Oxfordshire,  a  juilice  of  the  peace, 
-and  a  gentleman  of  good  repute  and  figure  *in  that 
eatntry.  But  fbe  had  not  cohabited  with  her  hua- 
band -above  a  month,  before  fhe  was  earneftly  foti- 
dttd-bjr  her  relations  to  come  and  fpend  the  rcmaia- 
4g  part  of1  the  fummer  with  them  in  the  counter.. 
U.  it  was  not  at  her  mitigation  that  her  friends  made 
j&  jreqoeft,  yet  at  Lew&  it  was  agreeable  to  her  tn- 
tbtanoa;  and  fhe  obtained  her  hufband's  content 
«pon  a  promifc  of.  returning  at  .Michaelmas.  And 
n  die,  mean  while  his  ftudies  went  on  very  vigo- 
jmulyi  and  his  chief  diverfion,  after  the  bufineft  of 
the  day,  was  now'  and  then  in  an?#vening  to  vifit  the 
lady  Margaret  Lee,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Mad- 
borough,  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England,  and 
frefident  of  the  Privy  Council  to  King  James  I. 
This  Lady,  being  a  woman-  of  excellent  wit  and 
paderftanding,  had  a  paiticulajr  honor  for  our  an* 
thor,  and  took  great  delight  in  his ,  conversation  j 
at  tikewife  did  her  hufoand  ;  Captain  -Hobfon,  a 
«ery  accomphihed  gentleman.  And  what  a  *©>■ 
gSfd».Milt«n  again  had  for  her,  he.  has  left  upon 
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record  Ha  a  fcnnet  to  her  pralfc,  erttarit  Atnong  bJi 
other  pbfefhs;  .... 

'  Michaelmas  wis  now  come,  but  he  heard  nothing 
of  His  wife's  return.  He  wrote  to  her,  but  received 
i§6  arirwer.  He  wrote  again  letter  lifter  letter,  but 
rteefterf  m  anfwer  to  any  of  them.  He  then  diP- 
pitched  a  hieifenger  wUJi  si  letter,  defiring  her  «& 
ifeturnj  but  (he  bdfifcveiy  tefoftd,  and  dffinified  the 
meHfenget.with  contempt.  Whether  it  was,  that 
fhe^had  conceived  any  dwifce  to  her  hufband's  per- 
fon  or  humor  j  or  vtheiher  fhe  contf  -not  conform 
to  hH  .retired  and  jMdbphical  Manner  of  fife, 
having  'been  accuftomed  to  a  houfe  of  much  gaiety 
*nd  company;  or  whether  being  of  a  family  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  tt>yal  caufe,  me  could  not  bear  her 
hulband's  republican  principles  3  or  wnether  fhe  wa«f 
oterperfuaded  by  her  relations,  whopeffiHy  might 
repent  of  having  matched  die  eideft  daughter  <ff  the 
family  to  a  man  lb  diftinguHbed  for  taking  the  con* 
trary  party,  the  King's  hrad-<jtiarters  being  in  their 
neighbourhood  at  Oxford,  and  his  Majefty  having 
nbw'fbme  fairer  pfofbett  of  fuctefs;  whether  any 
or  all  of  thefe  were  the  reafbfls  of  mis  extraordinary 
behaviour;  however  it  was,  it  fo  highly  incenfcd 
her  hufband,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  dtf» 
honorable  ever  to  receive  her  again  after  fuoh  a  ns* 
rtihc,  and  he  deteVmmed  to  repudiate  her  as  fhe  had 
ft  effect  repudiated  him,  and  to  eonfider  her  n» 
linger  as  his  wife.  And  to  fortHy  thir  his  refblu**, 
tibn,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  jaftny  it  to  the  world; 
he  wrote  the  Decltin  and  DHfelplm  of  Divorce, 
wTierein  he  endevors  to  prove,  tfiat  indHpofition,  un* 
fltnefs,  or  contrariety  of  mind,  proceeding  fmm  any 
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vnefiangeabfe  ctufb  hi  nature  hindering  and  ever 
Kfaehr  to  hmder  the  main  befteftfief  cdnjegal  fociety, 
which  ace  foface  and  peace,  an  greater  reafons  of 
divorce  than  *lotoery  or  natural  frigidity,  efpecialty- 
if  Acre  be  ho  children,  and  there  be  mtttual  confeht 
far  fisparalirib.  He  pubtifted  it  at  fir*  without  hi* 
aaoae,  But  the  ftilc  ea%  betrayed  the  author;  and 
afterwards  a  iecood  edition,  tttiteh  augmented,  with 
Mi  name ;  and  he-dadicated  k  ti  the  ftirlament  of 
England  with  the  Afitatbfy  of  Divinea,  that  as  the* 
woe  then  cenfefciftg  afrotit  die  general  reformation 
«f  4he  kingdom,  thet  might  ftlfo  take  this  tertieula* 
cafe.  *f  duawftic  liberty  into  tfaeir  tortfidcratiotis 
And  then,  a*  it  was  otyftfted,  that  his  dotSrin  was  4 
mwA  notion*  aid  a  p^wlofcthat  no  body  had  ever 
lili  IT  1I1  Imftrr  he  endetbftd  to  confirm  his  own 
ujiiifcm  by  the  authority  of  ethdft)  and  publifhed  in 
lilfe  the  f  udgmefit  of  Martih^tecef&c:  And  as  ft 
win  Aim  dbje&ed,  that  h»  doftrin  Could  not  be  r£- 
ofthefied  to  Saripure,  he  pttbli&ed  in  1645.  W»  Te-* 
titttfherdon  *r  Bbcpofitfons  upon  the  four  chief  places 
kScripiore,  which  treat'of  tftarriage,  or  nullities  in 
Marriage.  At  the  ftrft  appearing  of  the  £>o6trin  and 
Dbdfi»  of  Dfoorce  the  clergy  raifeda  heavy  outcry 
agteftlt,  and  daily  foBdted  the  Parfameht  to  pafs 
fane  cenJure  tmon  it$  and-  at  latl  one  of.  them,  ift 
fciotoMB  pwachad  tefcrfe  the  Lords  and  Ccanmons" 
on  a'  day  of  humiliation  in  Aoguft  1644,  roundly 
told  them,  mat  them  w*s  a  hook  abroid  which 
ddfeVedtnbe  burnt,  and  te  among  their  ojher 
fins  thty  ought  to  repent,  that  they  had  not' yet 
branded  it  with  fome  mark  of  their  dHplearare.  And 
Mr.  Wood  informs  us,  that  upon  Milton's  publishing 
t  his 
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Ids  dme  books  of  DtMi^g*  Aflbadtyft#fK*ifcg 
that  was  then  fitting  <u  W^aaunter,  tofefc  JpAHT 
notice  of  them;  and  nctwirJMtrtiWii^hw  fbnfalP 
fervicesr  in  writing  againft  die  Iftbbps,  carried  <&& 
to  be  fummoned  before  the  Hottfe  of  LorHs :  tor* 
that  Hoofe,  whether  approving  hi*  do&rin,  crenel 
fevoring  bis  aocdfer%  footti  d4miuei  tonu  Hte-wa* 
attacked  too- from  die  profs  as:Wel  as  from  *tbe  put* 
j)k,  in  a  pamphlet  intided  Di#ost»-  at*  pleafure,  aril 
in  -another  intided  an  AiflWtr'fe  the  Baftfoarid 
D&iplin  of  Divorce,  which  Was  lkfcnoad  and  recta** 
mended  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Caryl^  a  famous  PresfcyteAm 
Divine,  and  author  of  a  "voluminous  cemmentiary4at 
the  book  of  Job:  and  ftfikon  m  hk  Colafelrio*  « 
Reply  publlfhed  in  164$  expostulates  Jmardy  wida 
the  licencer,  as  well  as  handles- veiy  roughly*- tHBj 
namclds  author.  And  theft  pft*dcadon)i  HnppoeV 
contributed  not  a  little  to  make  him  fuch  an  enemy 
to  the  Presbyterians^  to  whom  he'  had  befife  tttf " 
ilinguHhed  hmiielf  a  friend.  'He  compafed  Eewifii 
two  of  his  fonnets  on  the  reception  ms  book  of  Ui» 
vorce  met  with,  but  the  latter  is  much  the  better,  of 
die  two.  To  this  account  it  maybe  added  frttt 
Antony  Wood,  diat  after  the  King's  reftdratfcte; 
when  the  fubject  of  divorce  was  under  canfideraSott 
warn  the  Lords  upon  the  account  of  John  Lordl&t 
or  Roos  bis  reparation  from  hk  wife  Anne  Pfcrpofat  , 
eldeft  daughter  to  Henry  Marquis  of  Dorchefter,  be 
was  confuted  by  an  eminent  member  of  that  Hod&j. . 
and  about  the  lame  tone  by  a  chief  officer  of  ftate, 
as  being  the  prime  perion  who  was  knowing  i£ 
that  afiair. 

But 
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.  ._..   *&m*  JnHnpnirowdfrr  of 

aiwaiB*  1*  fh  <■  <fc»*»ly  tyy  i  i*  it»  b*c  fc* 
mtmkfi  *rf*km  ikmpa, tftfl  «**>t  Ai%  time  pubn. 
lifted  kit  la*r.«£fi*imti«ci  *  Afe^mncLHaftlU*. 
Wm>  wrote  ibnw  itogt  tbott  hiifti>4qk  jjri  w*g  a> 

datfa  W*»g  to  hi»»  .£»  for^idf.  JwinqatiJe  for  thp 

(MmwMuani  ol  ft**  fftfttmk?  pw*<-©f  km« 
aa4*bt  taftpfefc  Usft  olifcn  ftfofeewitks,  as.yKlla* 
tem^km  km~s£r>fm  Miter.. .<  Tfcsktter  of  wj: 
«*|kq^4*M#MiHiy  feofe  «pr«««d  ******  ««4  q€  .-!»»» 

p*n*,,-**i  iajs  i*my  %<)*»-  .*J*?o<j  of  hJB  «vn 

Pilftfc*fc4»A  %  *h*  c*ta  wbfcfe  k*  hat>*i  Aw*. 

Hi  ifwi  he  — bttfliad  :hi>  j^nMMCiiif&  or  Socaeh  foe- 
iMsis***?  wliw>cf4yrtftt^g  t*  £*  fariaj^eat 
•fjKigfliid     It  was  jKrifttp*  «f  tfc  .^efofcitf  f^wjr^ 

j«MD,  a*4  ie  fw&ips  \\m  Wl  vipdj«a^o%  • 
tlpt  law  tew  fmWi&fld  at  aj>y  $n$  o?  in  «py  la** 
gMgF,  «f  itetVk^.vd^k  to  htfctyd,  fagged 
of  jty^ttto  lifertiw*  Ae  liNrty  of  tte  jwfti  1?% 
a3*%M#<»  ttadtfM^e&fo  frrttePrsftflS* 
PMMu'w>i^M.t>qd  «f  <t*«tt&*t-<te  UwMwi  pqwffc,  . 
wfeR&epgcft  ifrittt*Jk«r  P^i  M  #  TO  ilfl  . 
tag  cteoown  be&f*  it,  iw$igttt§&  ^ifcjw  it~  ^ 
wide,  il  w»  m  tbo  fc*<k  tf  th*.  Pwgeiu    V*  . 
ML  tofeai  is  wftaken  fe  4ywg».  "  &*  &*)»  ;*^  •• 

u  *«  «$&  pf  tim  jw^  te  tfe*.  .#>Warwf  jk*s 

•*  Mabal  a  liccoeer  offered  ftafow  agajnft  licgggjfff^c* 
.V*i.I.  D  For 
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For  neither  iHti^'titklti***  ndme-Mabdrbtit 
Gilbert  Mabbot;'  neither  was  he  cKfehfcrfge*  from his 
office  till  May  1649,  about  fivc^  years' aifeflWtfds, 
tho*  probably  he  might  be  fwayed  bf  MAibtf*  argu- 
ments, as  every  ingenious  perfonbiuft^^hoipttraffes 
and  confiders  them.  And  in  1 645  was  ptibti(hed>a 
oollcftion  of  his  poems,  Latin  andEflgMfh,  the}j*ife- 
cipal  of  which  are  On  the  morningof  Chrifl**  «UH%,. 
V  Allegro,  II  Penferofc,  Lycidas^'the3Vfelk*lc?&c: 
and  if  he  had  left  no  other  mtfntim<itt«s  ^*fepc«i- 
cal  genius  behind  him,  thcfc  would4ilavc43ttieirftJfl5- 
cient  to  have  rendered  his  nameimtndrtal;      ^  7f-3ib 

But  without  doubt  his  Do&rto  of   UtWtWtyid 
the  maintenance  of  it  principally  engaged  his!ribttUghts 
at  this  period  j  and  whether  other9  Wer«  J€dlivli«!fcd 
or  not  by  his  arguments,  he  was  certaanljr^inartodbd 
himfelf  that  he  was  in  the  right  •  and  as  a^proof*>f 
it  he  determined  to  marry  again,  and  made  km  qd- 
dreffes  to  a  young  lady  of  great  wit  and  beauty/ Afae 
of  the  daughters  of  Dr.  Davis.     But  inteUi^moeiof 
this  coming  to  his  wife,  and  the  theft  declkiteg  »ft*tc 
of  the  King's  caufe,  and  confequtfntty *>f  thtf  *ar- 
cumftances  of  Juftice  Powell's  family;  caufedqtherxx 
to  fet  all  engins  on  work  to  reftore  fhe^wife  *agaimto 
her  hufband.     And  his  friends  too  ft*  dAfket&t  rca- 
fons  feem  to  have  been  as  defirous  of  *  briflgiftg^abiut 
a  reconciliation  as  her's,  and  this  Ybfeftidft'Cff  efeftang 
it  was  concerted  between  them.    He  had  a  fletetitm, 
one  Blackborough,  living  in  the  lane  of  9ft.  Martin's 
Le  Grand,  whom  he  often  villtcd;    ami  one  day 
when  he  was  vifiting  there,  it  wis  Conttiwd  tluHn  the 
wife  fliould  be  ready  in  another  roo«?»afod  *p>he 
was  thinking  of  nothing  lefs,  he  wa#  furpfifed*  to 

*  fee 
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iicc  her^vfrfioro  Jb?  ba^^epc^ed  ,ne;yqr  tp  have  feen 

sttf-mor^  &J)i^  at  his  feef, 

^andumploring  his,  fargjvenefs  with  t^rs.    At  firft  he 

ibowed  fame  figns  pf  avcrfion,  but  he  continued  not 

longrpcxorablc;  hi&rWifc's  inteeaties,  ^d  the  inter- 

ce^)n  of  frkndfi  op  both  fides  foon  wrought  upoa 

hk  geaeroas  Batpf e,  and  procured  a  happy  reconci- 

ikiita*  with  an  aft  of, oblivion  of  all  that  was  part. 

But  he  did  not  take  fcfc  wife  home  immediately  j  it 

-jwa*  agfleed  that  fl>c  fhould  remain  at  a  friend's  till 

rtkch&tfc*  that  he  had,  Qfply  taken,  was  fitted  for 

their  recepapa*  for  fbme  other  gentlemen  of  his  ac- 

%«piaintaiKt^  having,  pbferved  the  great  fuccefs  of  his 

jitacthod  of  education,  had  recommended  their  fons 

•>to  hiarcarc)  and  his.  houfe  in  Alderfgate-ftreet  not 

.being  large  enough,  he.  had  taken  a  larger  in  Barbi- 

txan:    ana  till  this  could  be  got  ready,   the  place 

L&itcbed  upon  for  his  wife's  abode  was  the  widow 

nWcfeber's  houfe  in  St  Clement's  Churchyard,  whofe 

ii/feooad  daughter  had  been  married  to  the  other  bro- 

ojiher  many  years  before.    The  part,  that  Milton 

jaded  in  this,  whole  affair,  fhowed  plainly  that  he  had 

ja^ikik  capable  of  the  fltrongefl;  refentment,  but  yet 

jmotiffcindlinable  to  pity  and  forgivenefs :  and  neither 

/.in  thift:Jfr*s  any  injury  done  to  the  other  lady,  whom 

1  j Ja8fc,w^fl; spurting,  for  £hc  is  faid  to  have  been  always 

:  .«mtfb  is>in, the  motion,  not  daring  I  fuppofe  to  ven- 

ixturt^in^tesriage  with  a  man  who  was  known  to  have 

r  ranvift  j&li  living*   He  might  not  think  himfelf  too  at 

^liberty  teibefore,  ^hile.his  wife  continued  obftinate; 

;focJbisfJ»0ftjplaufible.argproent  for  divorce  proceeds 

*  ivpobto  fpflp^tion,  th^t  the  thing  be  done  with  mu- 

~A  D  2  After 
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Aftpr  his  wife's  retold  Mi  &flrily  vat  ioortafed 

npt  only  with  children^  burt^lfo  witk  bk  wife's  rdb^ 

tions,  her  father  and  mother*  hcrhrathers  and  fiftera, 

coming  to  live  yrth  him  in  th#  general  diftrdsrand 

rain  of  die  royal  party :  and  he  was  fo  he  from  re* 

fenting  their  ^former  ill  treatment  of  him,  that  he 

generoully  protected  them,   and  entertained  them 

very  hofpitably,  till  their  affair*  were  accommodated 

thro'  his  intercft  with  the  prevailing  feftion.  .And 

then  upon  their  removal,  and  the  death  of  hit  own 

father,  his  houie  looked  again  like  the  hoqfc  of  the 

M^fcs :  bat  his  ftodies  had  like  to  have  boon  mte&- 

rupted  by  a  call  to  public  buftneft ;  for  about  thk; 

time  there  was  a  defign  of  conftituting  him  Adjutant 

General  in  the  army  under  Sir  William  Waller  j  hut 

the  new  modeling  of  the  army  foon  following;  that. 

defign  was  laid  afide.     And  not  long  after,  his  great 

hoyfe  in  Barbican  being  now  too  large  for  his  wiilv, 

he  quitted  it  for  a  fauUer  in  High  Holborn,  which 

opened  backward  into  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  where 

he  profecuted  his  ftudies  till  the  King's  trial  and 

death,  when  the  Prcftyterians  declaiming  tragically 

againft  the  King's  execution,  and  ailertiqg.  that  hj$ 

perfon  was  facred  and  inviolable,  provoked  him  to 

write  the  Tenure  of  Kings  and  MagUlmtes,.  proving 

that  it  is  lawful  to  call  a  tyrant  to  account  and  to 

depofe  and  put  him  to  death,  and  that  thoyr  who  of 

late  fo  much  blame  depofing  are  the  men  who  did  it 

themfelves :  and  he  published  it  at  the  beginning  of 

the  year  1649,  to  fatisfy  and  comppfe  the  minds  of 

the  people    Not  long  aftef:  this  he  wrote*  bis.  Qb~ 

fervations  on  the  articles  tif  peace  bqtweep  .the  Earl 

of  Ormond  and  the  Irifti  rebels.    And  in  thefe  and 

-     *  all 
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afifefchtfHiiags,  -  tfhafe*ttr  others  of  dHFerent  parties 
rt*y  thiflfc,  be  thbught  hhafclf  an  'advocate  lor  trfac 
liberty,1  for  ceddiaftkai  liberty  in  his  treatifes  igafrrft 
the  bifliopsi  for  demeftic  liberty  in  his  books  of 
divorce,  and  for  civit  iifcerty  in  his  writings  againft 
the  king  ki  defenfe  of  the  jfctrlament  and  people  of 
IJnriand. 

Afe*  this  he  retired  again  to  his  private  ftudiesj 
and  thinking  that  he  had  leifure  enough  for  fueh  a 
Work,  he  applied  himfclf  to  the  writing  of  a  Hiftory 
of  England,  which  hfe  intended  to  deduce  from  the* 
wlicft  accounts  down  t6  his  own  times :  and  he  had 
finished  four  books  of  it,  when  neither  courting  nor 
c&pt&ng  any  fuch  preferment;  he  wag  invited  byJ 
the  Council  of  State  to  be  their  Latin  Secretary  for 
foreign  affairs.  And  he  ferved  in  the  fame*  capacity 
tfftk*  Oliver,  and  Richird,  and  the  Rump,  till  the 
Reftoratiori  *  and  without  doubt  a  better  Latin  peii 
could  not  have  been  found  hr  the  kingdom.  For 
the  Republic  and  CrdmweH  learned  to  bay  that  tri- 
bute to  any  foreign  prince,  which  is  ufually  paid  to' 
tije  French  king,  of  managing  their  affairs  in  his' 
httguftge;  they  thought  it  an  indignity  and  mean- 
Aefs*  to  which  this  or  any  free  nation  ought  not  to  fub-J 
jpak&  stiidL  took  a  noble  refolation  neither  to  write  any* 
(pfcett  to  any  foreign  ftates,  nor  to  receive  any 
infwtrs  from  them,  but  in  the  Latin  tongue,  which 
was  common  to  them  all.  And  it  would  have  been 
WeB,  if  focceexjing  princes  had  followed  their  ex- 
&*>plt;  for  in  the  opinion  of  very  wife  men,  the 
^shefialky  of  the  French  language  will  make  ,way 
fat  &#  univer&tty  of  the  French  monarchy* 

D3  But 
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Bat  i$  wa$  not  only  in  fofefefr^  d^ 

government  made  ufe  of  his  pen.  He  had  ttijfWya^ed 
the  bufinefs  of  his  office  a  very  little  tfme^  raferche 
was  called  to  a  work  of  another  kind*    Pbrroori  a£ 
ter  tjie  King's  death  was  publilhed  a  book  uiidtf  hfc 
name  intitled  Tump  BanAix*,  or  the  rdyal  ihiagfc: 
and.  this  book,   like  Caefar's  flaft  will,   making  i 
deeper  impreffion,  and*  exciting  greater  commifek- 
tjon  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  than  the  King'hiitii 
felf  did  while  alive,  Milton  was  ordered  to  prepart 
^anfwer  to  it,  which  was' published  by  authority, 
$nd  intided  Etx.QvoKXa<pis  or  the  Image-breaker,  thfe 
famous  futname  of  many  Greek  emperors,  who  in 
their    zeal  againft  idolatry  broke  all  ftperftitious 
ipj^ges  to  pieces.    This  piece  was  tranffated  into 
French;  and  two  replies  to  it  were  publiflhed,  one  ift 
1651,  and  the  other  in  1692,  upon  the  reprinting  df 
Milton's  book  at  Amfterdam.     In  this  controveWfy  a 
heavy  charge  hath*  been  alleged    againft    Milton. 
Some  editions  of  the  King's  book  have  certain  prayers 
added  at  the  end,  and  among  them  a  prayer  in  timfe 
pf  captivity,  which  is  taken  from  that  of  Pamela  in 
<$v;  Pnjlip  Sidney's  Arcadia:   and  it  is  faid,  that  this 
prayer  was  added  by  the  contrivance  and  artifice  of 
JMilton,  who  together  with  Bradfliaw  prevailed  upon 
the  printer  to  infert  it,  that  from  thence  he  might 
take.occafion  to  bring  a  fcandal  upon  the  King,  and 
to  blaft  the,  reputation  of  his  book,  as  'he  hath  at- 
tempted to  do  in  the  firft  fedion  of  his  anfwer.  This 
faQc  is  related  chiefly  upon  the  authority  of  Henry 
.  Hills  the  printer,  who  had  frequently  affirmed  it  to 
Dr.  Gill  and  Dr.  Bernard  his  phyficians,   as  they 
(hemfelves  have  teftified.     But  Hills  was  not  himfelf 
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tjp  prij#er,  w£o  was  dealt  with  in  this  manner,  and? 
pnfcqikptly  he  could  have  the  ftory  only  from  hear- 
gr^  an^thp'  be  was  Crom well's  pointer,  yet  after* 
ran|s  Jic  turned  papift  in  the  reign  of  James  II,  in 
j^dqj/to,  he  tliat  lung's  printer,  and  it  was  at  that 
that  he  ufed  to  relate  this  ftpryj  fo  that,  i 
little  credit  is  due  to  his  teftimony.    And  in* 
,£annot  but  hope  and  believe,   that  Milton 
pu{  above  being  guilty  of  fo  mean  an  aftiort 
fo  mean  a  piirpofe;  and  there  is  as  little  rea** 
Hon  Joe  fixing  it  upon  him,  as  he  had  to  traduce  thfc 
3&ng.  ipr  profaning  the  duty  of  prayer  "  with  the 
«<  pqUyted  trafli  ot  romances."     For  there  are  not 
fflany  fij^pr  prayers  in  the  beft  books  of  devotions 
£fy*i  the;  |Cing  might  as  lawfully  borrow  and  apply  it 
to  ])js'o^  occafions,    as  the  Apoftle  might  make 
Quotation;  from  Heathen  poems  and  plays :   arid  k 
became  fyOltoh  the  lead  of  all  men  to  bring  fuch  an 
9J£U%tion  againft  the  King,  as  he  was  himfelf  parti* 
-cularly  fond  of  reading  romances,  and  has  made  ufeof 
f&em  in  fome  of  the  beft  and  lateft  of  his  writing^,- 
But  hi$  moft  celebrated  work  in  profe  is  his  Defenfe 
*of  the  people  of  England  againft  Salmafius,  Defenfio 
jpropopulo  Anglicano  contra  Claudli  Anonymi,'  alias 
jjalmafii,  Defcnfionem  Regiam.  Salmafius,  by  birthia 
frenchman,  fucceeded  the  famous  Scaliger  as  honorary 
jProfeflbr  of  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  and  had  gained 
great  reputation  by  his  Plinian  Exercitations  on  Sd- 
pnus,  and  by  his  critical  remarks  on  feveral  Latin 
And  Greek  authors,  and  was  generally  efteemed  ofle 
of  tne  greateft  and  moft  confummate  fcholars  of  thkt 
ape:  and  is  commended  by  Milton  himfelf  in  his 
JUafbn  of  Church   Government,   and   called   the 
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kttijpcd  S^fiNg^s.    Aitd  bt^dts  hfe  gn^ 
had  extraordinary  tritem  m  t*Am%. .?;  "uftifcfe  fwtai 
"  of  fcholars,  m  feme  bofly  laid  of-him,  feeinbiltft 
**  have  cre^ed  his  tferwte  trjwi  a- !bcap  .oft Aofifi^ 
"  that  he  might  hwt  tfeem  at  htad-todirofw  »evtt£ 
«c  one's  had  who  pafled  byi"  -  He^srlkaaftfcg 
cburtefl  byChasles  II,  as  the  nwftrftttfmaBriD  *fti!te 
ft  de£#fe  of  the  late  King  his  fethw  attd  tar  ttaftcad 
his  adverfaries,  and  a  hundred  jacobufes  were-Jgfennv 
him  ror  that  purpofe,  awl  the  book  was  pnbWheA 
fe  1649  with  this  thte  DoftnfioJlegk  pro  GatolfoL 
*d  Carohim  II.     Jfc  tfbowcr  did  this'book  appear  j  dtt 
England,  but  the  pjmncil  of  'State  onanimoiray>«pKl 
|K>inted  Miiton,  who  was  thte  pmftnt,  to  anfwetfikt 
*nd  he  performed  the  taflc  with  amd^kig  fpirit  and, 
^gor,  tho'  hie  health  at  that  time  Was  futfh,  that  he 
4fcould  hardly  indjur?  the  fatigue  of  writing,  uridbcin^ 
weak  in  body  he  was  forced  to  write  by  piece-meal* 
^ind  to  break  off  aknoft  e?ery  hoar,  as  ne  fays  him* 
felf  in  the  introdu6tiqn.     This  neceffarily  ocxalidbcA 
lbme  delay,  fo  that  his  Defenfe  of  the  people  d# 
England  was  not  made  public  till  the  beginning  of 
f*be  year  165 1 :  and  they  who  cannot  read  the  origin 
nal>  may  yet  have  the  pleafure  of  reading  the  EngHdi 
tfanflation  by  Mr.  Wafhhjgton    of  the    Ttempk* 
•which  was  printed  in  1692,  and  is  mferted  aflrang 
Mijtan'8  works  in  the  two  laft  editions.     It  wai 
iwiewhat  extraordinary,  thajt  Salraafius,  a  penfiootr 
*o  a  republic,  flioukl  pretend  to  write  a  defcnfe  of 
monarchy;  but  the  States  fhowed  their  difepproba* 
tibn  by  publicly  condemning  his  book,  and  ordering 
it  to  be  fupprefied.   And  on  the  other  hand  Milton's 
book  was  burnt  at  Paris,  and  at  Tploufe  by  the 
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fends  of  th(t  t»rarticm  haftgmtn;  hot  tfanr  ferved' 
only  «>  pricm*  k  die  mwt'  waders :  it  was  read  and 
falktadWta^  total*,  and*ven  they  who  were  of 
$fiercfot :  principfes,  yet  couM  not  but  acknowledge 
that  te.  wa*'a<  good  deftftdw  *f  a ttdcaufe;  and 
flrirtafkaVbook  underwent  only  one  impreflfon, 
while  ifafe  of  WliJlon  paffed  thro'  fcveml*  editions. 
OftjAe  firft  appearance  of  it*  he  was  vifitcd  or  in* 
iritrffejraM  the  ftreign  i»ihifl«rs  at  Londe^  note** 
t&ptiag  avea  tho&  o*  crtwned  heads  $  and  was  par* 
titukriy  honored  and  efteemed  by  Adrian  Paaw, 
uhba&fcr  from  «he  ftwtes  of  Holland.  He  was 
tikrwrft?  highly  complimertted  by  letters  from  the 
moft  learned  and  ingenious  perfons  in  France  and 
Ociamny;  and  Leonard  Ph&aras,  an  Athenian  bom, 
and  embaflbdor  from  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  the 
Frcndvking,  wrote  a  fine  encomiomrof  his  Defenfe, 
aid  ient  him  his  pr&ure,  as  appeal's  from  Milton's 
fetter  to  Phttaras  dated  at  London  in  June  165a. 
And  what  £ave  him  the  greateft  fctisiaftion*  the 
woifc  was  highly  apnkeded  by  thofe,  who  had  de-. 
fired  him  to  undertake  it  j  and  they  made  hhn  a  pre- 
fent  of  athonftnd  poands,  which  in  thofe,  days  of 
frugality  was  reckoned  no  incowfiderable  reward  for 
hfe  performance.  But  the' cafe  was  fee  otberwife 
Wfth&lotaifms.  He  was  the*  in  high  favor  sit  the. 
court  df  Chriftina  Qjieen  of  Sweden,  who  had  in- 
vited thkher  fev&al «  themoft  learned  men  of  all 
countries :  bat  when  Milton's  Defend  of  the  people 
of  England  was  brought  to  Sweden,  and  was  read 
to  the  <3becn  at  her  own  deflre,  he  funk  imme- 
diately in  her  efteem  send  the  opinion  of  evety  body; 
and  thb'   he  talked   big  dt  firft,   odd  vowed  the 
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deftni&ion  t>f  Milton  and  the  Parlament,  yet  fipdiqg 
that  be  was  looked  upon  with  coldnef^  he  thpqg^ 
proper  to  take  leave  pf  the  coijrt;  an4  hf  whp  fiarqfj 
in 'honor,  was  difmifled  witK  contempt.  JJp  dieg 
fometime  afterwards  at  Spa  in  Germany,.  a$d  ituif 
faid  more  of  a  broken  heart  than  of  any  difte«ipety 
leaving  a  pofthutoous  reply  to  Milton*  which  v*fa£ 
not  publi/hed  tiH  after  the  Reftoration,  and  warder 
dicated  to  Charles:  II.  by  his  fon  Qaudiusj  but  it  has 
done  no  great  honor  to  his  memory,  abounding  witty 
abufe  much  more  than  argument.  { 

Ifaac  Voffius  was  at  Stockholm,  when  Mjltpn!f 
book  was  brought  thither,  and  in  feme  of  his  tattefp 
to  Nicolas  Heinfms,  published  by  Profefibr  Bur,gia& 
in  the  third  tome  of  his  Sylloge  Epiftolarum,  hp 
lays,  that  he  had  die  only  copy  of  Mijton's  bpok, 
that  the  Queen  borrowed  it  of  him,  and  was  vew 
much  pleafed  with  it,  and  commended  Milton's  wit 
and  manner  of  writing  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  per- 
fons,  and  that  Salmafius  was  very  angry,  and  very 
bufy  in  preparing  his  anfwer,  wherein  he  abqfefi 
Milton  as  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  vileft  catamites 
in  Italy,  and  alfo  criticized  his  Latin  poems.  Heinihis 
writes  again  to  Voflios  from  Holland,  that  he  wan- 
dered that  only'  one  copy  of  Milton's  book  was 
brought  to  Stockholm,  when  three  were  f$nt  thi- 
ther, one  to  the  Queen,  another  to  Voffius  which 
he  had  received,  and  the  third  to  Salmafius  j ,  th*t 
the  book  was  in  every  body's  hands,  and  there  had 
been  four  editions  in  a  few  months  befides  the  Engliih 
one;  that  a  Dutch  tranllation  was  handed  about, 
and  a  French  one  was  expe&ed.  And  afterwards 
he  writes  from  Venice,   that  Holitenius  had  lent 
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fifth  Mifcbh's  Latin  poems ;  that  they  were  nothing, 
cWnparedllwith  the  elegance  of  his  Apology ;  that 
te1  Had  offended  frequently  againft  profody,    and 
heife  Was  a  great  opening  for  Salmafius's  criticifm : 
tfal'ad'to  Milton's  having  beets  a  catamite  in  Italy, 
he  fkfi,  that  it  was  a  more  calumny;  on  the  conn 
ffaiy  he  was  diflikcil  by  thfc  Italians,  for  the  feverity 
of  hi*  manners,    and  for  the  frcedohi  of  his  dif- 
cohrfes  againft  popery.     And  in  others  of  his  letters 
to  Voffius  and  to  J.  Fr.  Gronorius  from  Holland, 
Hcinfius  mentions  how  angry  Sahna&is  was  with 
him  for  commending  Milton's  book,  and  fays  that 
Gtafwinkelks  had  written  fomething  againft  Milton, 
which  was  to  haf  e  been  printed  by  Elzevir,  but  it 
tfcts  fepprefled  by  public  authority. 
-"  The  firft  reply  that  appeared  was  publi£hed  in 
T651,    and  intitkd  an  Apology  for  the  king  and 
people  &c,  Apologia  pro  rege  &  populo  Anglicano 
contra  Johannis  Polypragmatici  (alias  Miltoni  Angli) 
Defenfionem  deftru&ivam  regis  &  populi  Anglicani. 
It  is 'not  known,  who  was  the  author  of  this  piece* 
Some  attributed  it  to  one  Janus  a  lawyer  of  Grays- 
Intt,  and  others  to  Dr.  John  Bramhall,  who  was  then 
Bifhop  of  Derry,  and  was  made  Primate  of  Ireland 
after  the  Reftoratdon:  but  it  is  utterly  improbable, 
that  fo  mean  a  performance,  written  in  fuch  barba- 
rous Latin,  and  fo  foil  of  foloecifins,  fliould  coiric 
frotoi  the  hands  of  a  prelate  of  fuch  diftinguiflied 
abilities  and  learning.    But  whoeirer  was  the  author 
of  if,  Milton  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  ani- 
madvert upon  it  himfelf,  but  employed  the  younger 
of  his  nephews  to  anfwer  it;  but  he  fupervifed  and 
corrected  the  anfwer  fo  much  before  it  went  to  the 

prefs, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jfcrv*      The  I/I  t tTbTM  IZYV  #/ 

prefs,  that  it  may  in  a  manner  be  eaUed  hfc  own.  ft 
came  forth  in  tb$t  under  this  tkfe,  Johannjs  Philippi % 
Angli  Refponfio  *d  Apoiogiam  bnbnytm  cumfilamL 
tencbrbnis  pro  fege  &  populo  Angikano  infttitifB^ 
mam>  and  it  is  printed  with  Milton's  ^drksr  and' 
through6Ut  the  whote  Mr.Philips  treats  Bifhop  Bran*-- 
hall  with  great  feverify.as  the  author  of  the  Apdtoggr, . 
thinking  probably  that  fo  conftderahle  an  advemfy 
Would  make  the  ahfwermore  confiderabfc. 

Sir  R6bcrt  Filmcr  likdwife  jilibli/hed  foqjte  ik&^ 
madverfions  upon  Milton's  Defehfe  of  the  people/  fat 
a  piece  printed'  in  1652,  &nd  imitled  Obfervd-* 
tions  concerning  the  original  of  government,  upoflt 
Mr.  Hobbcs's  Leviathan,  Mr.  Milton  iagainft  Salita*-* 
lias,  and  Hu^o  Grotius  de  Jure  belli :  but  -\  dtt  »cie; 
find  that  Milton  or  any  of  his  friends  took  any  no^-1' 
lice  of  it ;  but  Milton^  quarrel  tafc  afterwards  fbf* 
fidently  ivenged  by  Mr.  Locke,  who  wrote  agaittft ' 
Sir  Robert  FiSmer'a  principles  of  government,  more 
I  foppofe  in  condefcenfion  to  the  prejudices  of  thtt 
age,  $han  out  of  any  regard  to  the  weight  or  import 
tance  of  Fiimer's  arguments.  J 

It  k  probable  that  Milton,  when  he  Was  £ril 
tnade  Latin  Secretary,  removed  from  his  hoaft  hi 
High  Holborn .  to  be  nearer  Whitehall :  and  .  for 
ibme  time  he  had  lodgings  at  one  Thornton's  next 
door  to  the  Bull-head  tavern  at  Charteg-Crofs,  open* 
ing  into  Spring-Garden,  till  the  apartment,  ap^OHWed 
lor  hkn  in  Scotland- Yard,  could  be  got  teady  for* 
his  reception.  He  then  removed  thither ;  and  therer 
his  third  child,  a  foo  was  born  and  named  John* 
who  thro*  the  ill  ufage  or  bad  conftkution  of  the 
Borfe  died  an  infant*     His  own  heakh  too  was1 
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gwstfjy.  impaired;  aod  fey  the  benefit  of  the  sir,  be . 
fltmqpa^  fro11*  W8  aptftraept  in  Scotland* Yard  to  a 
kw&  in  Petty-France  Weftminfter,  which  was  next 
tk*c  to  &o*d  Scudaojore's*  and  opened  imp  St,  James's 
Bark;  sod  there  he  remained  eigfyt  years,  from  the 
ypar  *6$t  tUl  within  a  few  weeks  01  the  Kinsfs  re- 
ftorfttkin.  In  this  hoiife  he  had  &o%  been  fettfed  long, 
before  hi*  firft  wife  died  in  childbed^  and  his  condi- 
tion requiring  &me  care  and  attendeoce,  he  was 
eafily  induced  after  a  proper  «*terv&l  of  time  to  marry 
a  fccond,  who  wjis  Cathadne  daughter  of  Captain 
Woodcock  of  Hackney:  and  jfhe  too  died  in  child- 
iiod  withm  a  year  after  their  ejarriage,  and  her 
child*  who  was  a  daughter,  died  in  a  month  after 
Jier;  apd  her  hu(band  has  done  honor  to  her  memory 
in  one  of  his  foenets. 

If  wo  pr,*h«e  years  before  this  fecond  marriage  he 
hfid  totally  loft  his  fight.  And  his  enemies  trik 
mopped  in  his  bliwteefs*  and  imputed  it  as  a  judg«- 
mptqpon  him  for  writing  againfl  the  King:  but  hk 
%bt  Jwd.  beqn  decaying  ieveral  years  before,  thro* 
his  dofe  application  to  (tody,  and  the  fre^uf nt  head<- 
afceft  to.  which  he  had  been  fubjed  from  his  phjld- 
hood,  and  his  continual  tampering  with  f&yficv 
which  perhaps, was  more  pernicious  than  all  the  reft  ( 
and  he  himielf  has  informed  us  in  his  fecond  De- 
fence, that  when  he  was  appointed  by  authority  to 
mite  his  Pe&nfe  of  the  people  agaioft  Salmafius,  he 
had  ajpioft  k>ft  the  fight  of  one  eye,  and  the  phyfir 
ciac^-j  ck^lared  to  him,  that  if  he  undertook  that 
wqfjfc  fc  Jtfquld  alfo  lofe  the  fight  of  the  other:  but 
hftWfS/i^thing  difcouraged,  and  chofe  rather  to  lofe 
bote  *HMyes  than  defert  what  he  thought  his  duty. 
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It  was  the  fight  of  his  left  eye  that  he  loft  firift:  and 
at  the  defire  of  his  friend  Leonard  Philaras  the 
Duke  of  Parma's  minifter  at  Paris  he  fcnt  him;  a 
particular  account  of  his  cafe,  and  of  the  manner  of 
Jiis  growing  blind,  for  him  to  confute  Thevenot  the 
phyfician,  who  was  reckoned  famous  in  cafes  of  the 
eyes.  The  letter  is  the  fifteenth  of  his  familiar 
epiftles,  and  is  dated  Septemb.  28.  1654:  bat  it  does 
not  appear  what  anfwer  he  received;  we  may  pre* 
fume,  none  that  adminiftered  any  relief*  Hi©  bhnd- 
nefs  however  did  not  difable  him  entirely  from  per- 
forming the  bufinefs  of  his  office.  An  afliftant  vfos 
allowed  him,  and  his  (alary  as  fecretary  ftill  con- 
tinued to  hira. 

And  there  was  farther  occafion  for  his  fcrvice  tc- 
fides  di&ating  of  letters.  For  the  controverfy  with 
Salmafius  did  not  die  with  him,  and  there  was  pifb- 
-ltthed  at  the  Hague  in  1652  a  book  intitled  the  Oy 
of  the  King's  blood  &c,  Regii  ianguinis  Clamor  *d 
caelum  adverfus  Parricidas  Anglicanos.  The  tttoe 
author  of  this  book  was  Peter  du  Moulin  the 
•younger,  who  was  afterwards  prebendary  of  Canter- 
bury: and  he  tranfmitted  his  papers  to  Salmafius  1 
and  Salmafius  intrufted  them  to  the  care  of  Alexan- 
der Moras,  a  French  minifter ;  and  Moras  publi&ed 
them  with  a  dedication  to  King  Charles  IL  fot  she 
name  of  Adrian  Ulac  the  printer,  from  whence  *he 
came  to  be  reputed  the  author  of  the  whole.  This 
Moras  was  the  fon  of  a  learned  Scotfman,  who  4taa 
prefident  of  the  college,  which  the  proteftaots*  had 
Jbrmerly  at  Caftres  in  Languedoc  ;  and  he  is  faid-  to 
have  been  a  man  of*  a  moft  haughty  difpofidon,  and 
immoderately  addicted  to  women,  hafty,  ttgbittou^ 
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Jmll  cf  himfelf  attbhisown  perfenutooe^  and'  fati- 

<4&caL  upoft  all  others.    He  was  however  efteemed 

one  of  the  moft  eminent  preachers  of  that  age 

ararag  the  proteftaats  |  but  as  Monlieur  Bayle  ob- 

>  Jenres,  his  chief  taleat  muft  haw  <Jonfifted  in  the 

gracefalnefs  of  his  delivery,  or  in  thole  (allies  of 

imagination  and  quaint  tarns  and  allulions,  whereof 

♦  his  fenmons  are  full*  for  they  retain  not  thofe  charms 

jn  reading,  which  they  were  laid  to  have  formerly 

-an  the  pulpit    Agaiaft  this  man  therefore,  as  the 

reputed  author  of  &eg&  languinid  Clamor  &c,  Mil* 

ton  published  by  authority  his  Second  De&nfe  of  the 

-  people  of  England,   Defenlio  Sccunda  pro  populo 

Anglicano,  in  1 654,  and  treats  Morus  with  fuch  fe- 

verity  as  nothing  could  have  excuied,  if  he  had  not 

been  provoked  to  it  by  fo  much,  abufe  poured,  upon 

tkkp&m  .  That*  is  one  piece  of  his.  wit,  which  nad 

r>  b*eia!pub4i(hed  before  in  the  news-papers  at  London, 

*difticb>upon  Morus  for  getting  Pontia  the  maid* 

>i6rvMT  of  his  friend  Salmafius  with  chikL 

mi    iii..^1 

.  itjHQdlli  exconcuhitu  gravidam  te,  Pontia,  Mori 
Hi     r^Jjgs  bene  moratam  morigeramque  negpt  ?   . 

I  tfptouthis  Moras  publilhed  his  Fides  Pubfica  in 

Jmftretf  to  Milton,  in  which  he  ifcferted  feveral  tefti- 

;fcnomfKvof  his  orthodoxy  and  morals  figned  by  the 

♦;<Cfnfiftafck$,\  academies,  fynods,  and  magiftratcs  of 

;,. the -places  where  he  had  lived}  and  dilbwned  his 

<  rbeiag^he? author  of  the.  book  imputed  to  him,  and 

appealed;  to  two  gentlemen  of  great  credit  with  the 

ParMowint  party ,  who  knew  the  real  author.    This 

bfCMght  Pw  Moulin,  .who  was, then. ia  England, 
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into  great  danger ;  Iwt  the  ggwqment  fiifftre*  ^fa& 
to  efcape  with  impunity,  rather  than  they  wousi 
publicly  contradict  tl)C  great  patron  qf  their  cagJJL 
For  he  ftill  perfiftcd  in  his  accufitiqft  and  endevQrea 
to  make  it  good  in  his  Defenfe  of  himfelf,  Autori* 
pro  fc  Defcnfio,  which  was  publifhed  in  1 65$,  where* 
in  he  oppofed  to  the  tcftimonics  in  favor  of  Moral 
other  teftimonies  againft  him;  and  Moru*  replied  ft) 
moic. 

After  this  controterfy  was  ended,  he  was  ft  leifurt 
again  to  puriiae  his  own  private  ftudies,  which  'tytft 
the  Hiftory  of  England  before  mentioned,  ana  a 
new  Thefkurua  of  the  Latin  tongue*  intended  03  an 
improvement  upon  that  by  Robert  Stephens*  a  tftfk, 
which  he  had  beoo  long  collc&ing  from  the  beft  jtpd 
pureft  Latin  authors,  and  continued  at  times  tltt&ft' 
to  his  dying  day :  hit  his  papers  were  left  So  cpi)+- 
Juied  and  imperfed,  that  they  could  not  be  fittod  |fcf.. 
the  prefs^tho' mat  life  was  made  of  them  by  thecoia^ 
pilers  of  the  Cambridge  Dictionary  printed  in  J  69^ 
Thefc  papers  are  faid  to  have  confifted  of  three  Ufgc 
volumes  in  folio ;  and  h  w  a  great  jwty  that  thin  ar^r 
loft,  and  no.  account  is  given  what  is  become  $F  J&fy 
manufcript    It  is  commonly  faid  too  that  at.  pfo 
time,  he  began  his  famous  poem  of  Paradifelgjj^ 
and  it  is  certain,  that  he  was  glad  to  be  releafedT  flpffe* 
thofe  controversies,  which  detailed  him  fo  long  ^o»y 
following  things  more  agreeable  to  his  natural  ^MUa^ 
and  inclination,  tho*  he  was  far  from  ever  repenting  , 
of  his  writings  in  defenfe  of  liberty,  but  gloried  ill. 
them  to  the  laft. 

The  only  interruption  now  of  his  private  Audits^ 
was  tjhe  bu£uefs:of  his  office.     In  1 655  .there  was 

jmblifhed 
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fct&IUhed  in  Latin  a  writing  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Plrotedtor,  fettjfcg  forth  the  reafcins  of  the  war 
With  Spain  :  and  this  piece  is  rightly  adjudged  to  o&f 
trathor>  both  on  account  of  the  peculiar  elegance  of 
the  ftile*  and  becaufe  it  was  his  province  to  write' 
ftich  things  as  Latin   Secretary  >  and  it  is  printed 
amorig  his  other  profc- works  in   the  laft  edition^ 
And  for  the  fame  reafons  I  am  inclined  td  tWftfc/ 
thatAe  famous  Latin,  verfes  to  Chriftina  Queen  of 
Sweden  in  the  name  of  Cromwell  were  made  hy  our 
autKbr  rather  than  Andrew  Marvel.  -  In  thofe  day* 
they  had  admirable  intelligence  in  die  Secretary's 
office;  and  Mr.  Philips  relates  a  memorable  inftance 
#  two  upon  his  own  knowledge;     The  Dutch  weft* 
fltoding  a  plenipotentiary   to  England  to  treat  of 
peace  j  but  the  emiflaries  of  the  government  had  the 
art  to  procure  a  copy  of  his  inftru&ions  in  Holland; 
which  were  delivered  by  Milton  to  his  kinfman  whd 
wias  then  with  him,  to  tranflatc  them  for  Ac  ufe  of 
Ae  Council,   before  the  laid  plenipotentiary   had 
taken  {hipping  for  England ;  and  an  anfwef  to  dl 
that  he  had  in  charge  was  prepared,  and  lay  ready 
ftr  him  before  he  made  his  public  entry  into  London* 
Another  time  a  perfon  came  to  Londod  with  a  r&f 
tbmptuous  train,  pretending  himfelf  an  agent  from 
the  fence  of  Conde,  who  was  then  in  arms  ag&inft 
Cardinal  Mazarine :  but  the  government  fufpe&ng 
him  fct  their  inftrnments  to  work  fo  fuceefsfultyy 
that  in  a  few  days  they  received  intelligence  from  * 
Paris,  that  he  was  a  fpy  employed  by  Charles  II: 
whereupon  the  very  next  morning  Milton'&  kinfthaa 
was  fent  to  him  with  an  order  of  Council,  com- 
manding him  to  depart  the  kingdom  within  three 
V6t.  1.  E  days, 
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ftp s,  or  expeSfc  the  puhHhment  of  a  fpV*  '  HiJs 
kiafioanwas  in  all  jM-obabili^y  Mr.  Philips  or  hi* 
brother,   who  were  MBtoitfs  nephews,    aid  lived 
v$ry  couch,  with  him,  and  oAe  dt  both  of  theiji  wer* 
affiant  to  him  in  his  office, j  His  blindnefs  no  doubt 
fcas,a  great  hindrance  and  inconvenience  to  him  ift 
Jtf$  bufinife,  the/  fcmetimes  a  political  ufe  migfc*  bo 
m^dc  of  it;  as  men's  natural'  infirmities  are  dfteft 
pleaded  in  eraofefor  not  dobi|g  what  they  have  no 
gpeat  inclination  to  do*     Thus  When  Cromwell,  a* 
*fe  may  colled  from.  Vftridodfe,  for  fome  reafonfl  de- 
layed artfully  to  %i  the  treat^conchtded  with  Swe* 
dcnf  and.  the  Swedifh  elabaflkdor  made  frequent 
Complaints  of  it,  it  was1  exiufed  to  him;  becaufer 
Mr.  Milton  on  accbtint  of  his  blindnefe  proceeded* 
flower  in  bufinefs,  and  had  hot  yet  put  the  article* 
Of  the.  treaty  into  Latin.     Vfiow  which  the  embaP 
IWorwas jjreatly  fhrprifed,  that  things  of  fuch  con* 
fequence  mould  be  intruded  to  a,  bfind  mbflj  for  hf* 
muft  neceflarfly  employ  anamanuenfis,    and  thai 
fcmanuenfia  might  divulge  the:  articles ;  and1  fatd  it 
Was  very  wonderful,  that  there  fhould  be  onty  odd 
Hun  in  England  who  could  write  Latin,  and  he  & 
blind.one.    But  his  Hmdrtefi  had  not  dittiiniAetf} 
lnxt  rather  increased  the  vigor  of  his  mind l:    and  hit 
ftate^letters  will  remain  as  authentic  memorials  t>f 
thofe  times,  to  be  admired  equally  by  critics  and*  p<£* 
Hticians  j  and  thofe  particularly  about  the  fufferfflgi 
ofc  the  poor  proteftants  in.  Piedmont,  who  can  tc£A 
without  ftnfible  emotipn  ?    T3ti*  was  a  fuJtfeft  thafc 
hchad  very  much  at.heart,  as  he  was  anutt&^nem^ 
to  all  forts  of  perforation;  and  among  his  fotiitet*  there 
»amo<H^lfentJoneiipOTthe  to  "">-* 

But 
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&It  OUwr  Crwiwe|lJ?p|ng  dead,  and  the  govern-* 
meat  weak  aad  unfettkd  in  the  hands  of  Richard 
aad  thQjfgrlament^  J^e  thought  it  a  feafqnable  tip^e1 
ta:e#er; &$  advice  again  to  the  public  j  and  in  1 659 
ptifeliibed  a  Treatife,  qi  civil  power  in  ecclefiafticat 
c^ulea;  and  another  trsdt  intitled  Confiderations 
touching  the  likejieft  me^ns  to  remove  hirelings  out 
of  the  churchy  both  addreflcd  to  the  Parjament  of 
the  aajBtfwn  wealth  pf  England.  And  gfter  the  Par-* 
lament  was  cjiffolyed,  hp  wrote  a  Letter  to  fome 
Stateiman,  with  whom  \#  had  a  ferious  difcouric 
the  wght  before,  cpnserning  the  ruptures  of  the 
cofinqionw^th;  and  apother,  as  it  is  typpofed,  ta 
General  Monk,  being  a  brief  Delineation  of  a  free 
fcwH^oawealth,  eafy  to  be  put  in  practice,  and 
without  &lay.  Thefe  two  pieces  were  communis 
c»t<a£  jp  n^nufcript  to  M*t  Tojand  by  a  friend,  wh9 
%  little  after  Milton's  <}«$!  jjgd  them  from  his  np« 
phew*  ^4  Mr,  TotewJ  g*ve  them  to  be  jprinted  in 
the  edition  of  opr  author's  profe-wprk#  ip  1698. 
But  MiltoQj  &U  fading  th*1  **%ir§  were  every  day 
fcpdiflg  mqre  apd  mor$  tp  the  fubyerfipn  of  the 
©MB*m>nwealth  »ni4  the  jsftoratipn  of  tfre  royal  fa* 
pwk,  publifhed  hfe  R»4y  and  eajfj  ^  to  eftablift 
A .^fi,  cppwnopw^^  and  the  excellence  thereof 
ft>i»5aff4twith  the  inconveniences  and  daggers  of 
WwiWg  kiagfhip  i©  tfus  padpn.  W?  fire  inr 
^fa^ib^iMr,  Wpo&  that  hp  published  this  piccf 
^  F^t«uwy.j6^^i  wd  tfter  this  he  published 
fifj^J¥34^t)pop.a  I^|p,fermon  intitled,  the  Fear  dt 
Cte*in4  fhe^ipg,  probed  by  Dr.  Matthew  Gri£ 
&&£t  .Mercer  Q&&\  IViarch  25,  1660 :  fc  t^ld 
aad  rf^^e  *W  &c  &  declaring  *"*  Sentiments  $0 

g  a  the 
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the  laft,  thinking  that  his  voice  was  the  voice  of  $£•*  % 
piring liberty.  ,       ,  .  ,r,  I 

A  little  oefore  the  King's  landing  he  (w»  di&' 
charged  from  his  office  of  Latin  Secretai^,  anc(  wa$ 
forced  to  leave  hi^  houfe  in  Petfy  France,  where  he 
had  lived  eight  years  with  great  Reputation,  and  had* 
been  vifited  by  all  foreigners  of  note,  who  cpuld  hot 
go  but  of  the  country  without,  feeing  a  man  who  did' 
fo  much  honor  to  it  by  his  writings,  and  whofe 
name  was  as  well  known  and  as  famous  abroad  a$ 
in  his  own  nation  $  and  by  feveral  perfons  of  quality  v 
of  both  fexes,    particularly  the  pious  and  virtuous?" 
Lady  Ranelagh,  whofe  fon  for  iome  time  he  in- 
ftru&ed,  the  fame  who  was  Pay  matter  of  the  forces1 
in  King  William's  time ;  and  by  many  learned  and1 
ingenious  friends  and  acquaintance,  particularly  An-> 
drew  Marvel,  and  young  Laurence,  fon  to  the  Pre-' 
fident  of  Oliver's  Council,  to  whom  he  has  infcribeA 
one  of  his  fonnets,  and  Marchamont  Needham  the 
writer  of  Politicus,  and  above  all  Cyriac  Skinner^ 
whom  he  has  honored  with  two  fonftcts.     But  now; 
it  was  not  fafe  for  him  to  appear  any  longer  inc 

Eublic,  Co  that  l>y  the  advice  or  fome  who  wifhed 
im  well  and  were  concerned  for  his  prefervation^ 
he  fled  for  (helter  to  a  friend's  houfe  in  Bartholo- 
mew Clofe  near  Weft  Smithfield,  where  he  lay  con- 
cealed till  the  worft  of  the  fiorm  was  blowa  over. 
The  firfl  notice  that  we  find  taken  of  him  was  on 
Saturday  the  16th  of  June  1660,  whfen  it  was  or- 
dered by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  his  Majefty 
fhould  be  humbly*  moved  to  ifliie  his*  proclamation 
for  the  calling  in  of  Milton's  two  books,  his  Defenfe 
$f  the  people  and  Iconoclaftes,  and  alfo  Goodwyn's 

book 
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Iwok  jnjatlcd  the  Obftru&ors  of  juftice,  written  iff 
juftififcatioh  of  the  murder  of  the  late  King,  and  to 
order  them  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  tjhe  common, 
hangman.  At  the  ramq  time  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Attorney  General  Should  proceed  by  way  of  in- 
di<ftm£nt  or  information  againft  Milton  and  Good* 
Jijryi^  In  rdpeft  of  theip  books,  and  that  they  them- 
felves  fjioulcl'  be  fenf  for  in  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant 
gt  armsatteridine  i§6  #bufc.  On  Wednefday  June 
27th  an.  order  of  Council  was  made,  agreeable  to  the 
arder  of  the  Hoijfe  of  Commons  for  a  proclamation 
againftMilton's  and  Goodwyn's  books  j  and  the  pro- 
clamation was  iffued  the  13th  of  Auguft  following, 
wherein  it  was  faid  th^t  the  authors  had  fled  or  did 
abfeond :  and  on  Monday  Augpft  27th  Milton's 
and  Goodwin's  books  were  burnt  according  to  the 
^proclamation  at  tjie  Old  Baily  by  the  frauds  ,of  the 
^common  hangman.  On  Wednpfday  Auguft  29th 
the  a£fc  of  indemnity  was  paffed,  which  prpved  more 
fcvorableto  Milton  than  could  well  have  been  ex- 
jpedied; /or  tho'  John  Goodwyn  Clerk  w*is  excepted 
among  tfre  twenty  perfbns,  who  were  to  have  pe- 
nalties  infllfted  pppn  them,  not  pxtepding  to  life, 
yet  Milton' was  not  excepted  at  all,  an4  confequently 
was  included  in  the  general  pardonf  Wp  find  inr 
deed  that  afterwards  he  was  in  cuftody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  arms;  but  the  tim$,  when  he  v^as  taken  in- 
to cuftody,  is  not  certain.  He  was  not  jn  cuftody 
on  the  1 2th  of  September,  for  that  day  a  lift  of  the 
crilbners  ip  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  was 
read"  in  the  Houfe,  and  Milton  is  hot  among  them ; 
ind  on  the  1 3  th  of  September  the  Houfe  adjourned 
to  the  6th  of  November.  It  is  moft  probable  there- 
;    '         '*  Ej  '         ftre, 
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fore,  that  after  the  aft  of  indemnity  Was  paffeB,  and 
after  the  Httofe  had  adjourned; ;  he  fcarrte  out  of  hit 
tibneeahnent,  and  was  afterwards  taken  into  cuftody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  by  virtue  of  the  fontaetv  or- 
det  of  the  Houfe  of  Coftnhdns :  but  we  cannot 
find  that  he  was  profecuted  by  the  Attorney  ^General, 
nor  was  he  contirtued  in  cuftody  very  lohg :  for  oft 
Saturday  the  45th  of  December  1660,  it  was  or* 
dered  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  that  Mr.  Milton 
How  in  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  (hould.be 
Forthwith  releafed,  payihg  his  fees  $  and  oh  Monday 
Ihe  17th  of  Decethber,  a  complaim  befog  made  that 
die  Serjeant  at  arms  had  demanded  exceflitfe  fees  fofr 
his  imprifoftttieftt,  it  Was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  privileges  and  elections  to  examin  this  bufinefc, 
ami  to  call  Mr.  Milton  and  the  Serjeant  before  them* 
and  1to  determin  what  wai  fit  to  be  given  ttirthe  Sciv 
Jjeattt  for  his  fees  in  this  cafe;  fd  courageous  was  hfc 
at  all  times  in  defenfe  of  liberty  againft  aft  the  en* 
croachments  of  power,  and  tho1  a  prifoneri  would 
yet  be  treated  like  a  fireeborn  Eftghfhman*  This 
appears  to  be  the  matter  of  fad,  as  it  may.  be  col* 
kfted  partly  from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of 
CommonSj  and  partly  from  Kenneth  Hiftorical  Rs- 
gifter  t  and  the  clemency  of  the  government  was 
iurely  very  great  towards  him,  confidering  the  na- 
ture of  his  offenfes  $  for  tho*  he  was  not  one  of  thfc 
King's  judges  and  murderers,  yet  he  contributed 
more  to  murder  his  character  and  reputation  than 
any  of  them  all :  and  to  what  therefore  could  it  be 
owing!  that  he  was  treated  with  fuch  lenity,  an4 
was  fo  eafily  pardoned  ?  It  is  certain,  there  was  not 
framing    powerful    interceiHon   for   him  both  h* 
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Council  fend  in  Paitement.  It  is  laid  thai  ftctfefekp. 
Mortice  and  £ir  Thomas  Cftargis  fprettly  feVorcd  hurt, 
and  exerted  their  ihtercft  in  his  behalf;  and  his  old 
friend  Andrew  Marvd,  meihker  of  Parliament  fop 
Huff,  formed  a  conftit&Mt  party  for-fcini  in  the 
Hobfe'df  Cbrafaons?  a*d  neither  was  Charles  thfc 
Second  (as  Toland  fays)  tuch  ato  trtemy  to  the  Mufa» 
as  to  ra^uire  Iris  deftrftftioiv.  But  the  principal  in-* 
ftmuUnt  tM  obtaining  Milton's  pardon  was  Sir  Wit- 
Kami  Davfenant,  out  of  jgratitude  for  Maori's  having 
irocmtet!  his  releafe*  when  hie  was  taken  pr Jfofraer 
m  t  fao;  ft  was  IHc  for  life.  Davenant  had  heci} 
fitted  «y  Maters  iiftereft*  aid  in  return  Milton  Wat 
fevtd  at  I&venantrs  mtefce&on.  This  ftory  Mr.  Ri* 
fhaftKbn  relates  upoii  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pope  ; 
and  MJr>P6pe  had  ft  from  BeKerton  the  fwnjoua 
tfftbr,  wfco  Was  firft  brought  upon  the  ftagp  and  ja- 
tnnuaed  hy  Sir  William  fttvenant*  and  might  there- 
fore ritt-itb  the  knowledge  of  this  tfto&dion  from  the 
Xjustam* 

:  klHton  having  tiius  obtained  his  fterdon,  and  be£ 
ifag  fet  at  liberty  again,  took  a  houfe  in  Holbofn  near 
fced  Jbion  Fields;  but  he  removed  foon  into  jewea 
Sd*et  hear  Alderfgate  Street:   and  wliile  he  liVed 
4&ere;  being  in  his  53d  or  54th  year,  and  blind  and 
infirta,  and  Wanting  fome  body  better  than  fervants 
t6-  tend  and  look  after  him,  he  employed  his  friend 
Br*  Paget  to  choofc  a  projper  confort  for  him;  awl 
Ot  his  recommendation  married  his  third  wife,  Eli- 
zabeth Minfhul,  of  a  gentleman's  family  in  Cheshire, 
and  related  to  Dr.  Paget,  .  It  is  laid  that  an  offer  way 
made  to  Milton,  as  well  as  to  Thurloe,   df  hold- 
ing the  feme  place  of  Secretary  undd:  the  King, 
•  E  4  which 
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whteh  he  had  dhjchatgwl  wi<h>fc&iiniich  integrity  aiad 
^ability  widoriQr«nwroH;  bia^%jptrti&6d  ii*j*£ifing 
itj 'thb'  the/wifd  patfed  ^v^otnp^pcsv^'Tlfax 
, "  arjt  in $he>right,  t(ay& he;  ly&d,  as ' other,  ytmacn^ 
• '*  woi|ld  ridfc  fcii  your.cpach  5  fcai  one*  1  ray  aixo>  is,  ,to 
*'  live  and  die  an  honell  man*"  cWhatisimpsciiccc- 
tain  is,    that  in  1661  he  pabtifbed  his  Aceddcnoe 
commenced  Grammar,   and  a  ttaft  oft  5iCi Walter 
Raleigh  intitled  Aphorifms  of  j&totefri  as  in  1658  he 
had   published  another  piece  of  Sir  Walter.  Raleigh 
intitled  the  Cabinet  Council  di&abinated,  ^hich.iic 
printed  from  axnanfcfcript,  that  had  1^  nunyuyeats 
In  his  hsauk,  and  wis*  given  him  for  a*true  copy  by 
a  learned  man  lat/his  deaths  who  had  coUc<ftcrf  feiret- 
ralfuCh  pieces:  ah  evident  fign,  that  he.thought.it 
aa  jbean  employment,  nor  unworthy  of  a  jilan  of 
genius,  to  be  an  editor  of  the  works  of  gpeat  au*» 
thoc&     It  was  while  he  lived  in  Jewen  Streets  that 
Elwood  the  quaker  (as  we  learn  from  the  hiftory 
of  his  life,  written  by  his  own  hand)  was  firft  ifttroT 
disced  ;to  osad  to  hinxj  for  having  wholly  loft  his 
fight,  he  kept  alway&fome  body  or  other  to  perform 
that  office,  and  ufaaily  the  fon  of  fome  gentleman 
of  his  acquaintance,   whoai  he  took  in  kindnefa, 
that  he  might  at  the  feme  tipie  improve  him  in  his 
kafcning.     Elwood  was  recommended  to  him  by 
Dr.  Paget,  and  went  to  his  boufe  every  afternoon 
except  Sunday,  and.re^d  to  hin^  fuch  books  in  tho 
Latin  tongue,  as  Milton  thpught  proper.    And  MiK 
ton  told  him,  that  if  he  would  have  the  benefit  of 
the -Latin  tongue,  not  only  to  read  and  underfland 
Latin  authors,  bat  to  converfe  with  foreigners  either 
j^road  oratj#n*P>  Ijte  muft  lejirn  the  foreign  pro- 
i   .'.!  •-  nunciation* 
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and  lie  inftnufted  hub  how.io*  read  w* 
yardi^lyi  r  Altai  having  <a  curious  car,  -  ho  underftood 
by?  my  tQiie,  iays  Etweod,  when  I  undedfood  what 
i  ready  and^when  lidid  not ;  and  he  would  flop  me, 
Ttad  examra  me,  and  open  the  mod  difficult  pafiages 
to-rae.  Bat  it  was  not  long  after  hit  third  marriage, 
that  he  left  Jewen  Street,  and  removed  to  a  houfe  in 
the  Artillery  Walk  leading  to  Bunhill  Fields :  and 
Ais  was  his  laft  &tge  in  this  world;  he  continued 
linger  in  this  houfe  than  he  had. done  in  any-other, 
and  Jived  hate*  to  his  dying  day:  only  when  the 
plaguy  began  to  rage  in  London  in  1665,  he  rc^ 
fnoutd  to  *&.  fobatt. houfe  at  St.  Giles  CJbalfont  in 
Buckingbamfliire,  (which  Elwood  had  taken .  for 
him  and! 'his  family;  and  there  he  remained  dar- 
ing that  dreadful  calamity;  but  after  the  fickneft 
Was  over,  and  the  city  was  cleanfed  and  made 
fcfely  habitable  again,  be  returned  to  bia  houfe  in 
London*    ;  .~.u  - 

His  great  wort  of  Par^dife  Loft  had  principally 
engaged  his  thoughts  for  fome  years  paft,  and  was 
now  completed.  It  is  probable,  that  bk  firfl  defiga 
of  writipg  an  epic  poem  was  owing  to  his  oofrveria* 
tbm  at  Naples  with  the  Marquis  of  Vilk  about 
Taflb  and  his  famous  poem  of  the  delivery  .of  Je+ 
rufalem;  and  in  a  copy  of  verfes  prefented  to  that 
nobleman  before  he  left  Naples,  he  intimated  his  in-? 
terttion  of  fixing  upon  King  Arthur  for  his  hero. 
Arid  in  an  eclogue,  made  foon  after  his  return  to 
£nghnd  upon  the  death  of  his  friend  and  fchool- 
fellow  Deddati,  he  propofed  the  fame  .  defign 
*nd  the  feme  fubje&,  and  declared  his  ambition 
of  writing  fomething  in  hi*  native  language, 
V  which 
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which  ttiight  render  his  name  illuftriooS  in  tfedfe 
Sands,  though  heihoiild  bt  obfttore  and  inj^oricnW 
4o  the  reft  of  the  wbrld.  Aad  inothdr  parts  of  his 
Wortepafter  he  had  engaged  4n  the  Conttttfecfies  of 
die  tuttes,  hfe  fHllr  promifed  to  produce  fome  riobl* 
£dem  or  other  at  a  fitter  feafon ;  but  k  doth  not  ap+ 
pear  that  he  had  then  determined  ttpoin  the  Aibje&, 
and-  King  Arthur  hid  another  fate,  being  referred 
for  the  pen  of  Sir  Richard  Bfeickmore.  The  firft 
hint  of  Paradife  Loft  is  faid  to  have  been  taken  from 
an  Italian  tragedy  ?  and  k  is  certain,  that  he  firft  de«> 
figned  k  a  tragedy  Mmfelf,  and  there  are  fevend 
jiians  of  it  in  the  form  of  a  tragedy  ftill  to  be  feett  ill 
the  author's  own  thanufcript  preserved  in  the  Kbrar^ 
4>f  Trinity  College  Cambridge.  And  it  is  profcabte, 
that  he  did  not  barely  iketch  out  the  plans,  but  aUb 
wrote  fome  parts  of  the  drama  itfelf.  His  nepheW 
Philips  hifomis  us,  that  fome  of  the  verfes  at  the 
beginning  of  Satan's  fpeech,  addrefTed  to  the  fott  hi 
the  fourth  book,  were  flioWn  td  him  and  fome 
tfefeert  afi  defigrted  for  the  beginhing  of  the  tragedy* 
&?eral  years  before  the  p6em  Was  begun :  and  many 
tfther  paflages  might  be  produced*  Which  plainly  ap* 
peat  to  have  been  originally  intended  for  the  fcfcttti, 
tad  are  notfo  property  of  the  epic,  as  of  the  tragic 
tfrain.  It  was  not  rill  after  he  Was  difengagfed  from 
the  Saltaafian  controveffy,  which  ended  in  1655* 
that  he  began  to  mold  the  Faradife  Loft  in  its  pre- 
heat form  5  but  after  the  Reftoration,  when  he  wa* 
difmified  from  public  bufibeft,  and  freed  from  con* 
trovetfy  of  every  kind,  h*  profecuted  the  work 
<With  clofef  application.  Mr.  Philips  relates  a  very 
tfematkahle  circumftance  in  the  compofurc  of  tha 
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poem,  which  he?  foys  ihe  hid  rea&n  to  rcmc«Mwr¥ 
a*  it  wa$  tdd  him  by  Milton  hmtfetf,  that?  hi* 
ton  t  new*  happily  ifldwcd  but  fromithe  autumnal 
tquindxtotbe  venial,  and  that  what  he  attempted 
it  father-times  was  not  to  his  fetUfeAkni,  tho9  he 
courted  liifr  feticy  neve*  fo  mbch.  Mr.  Toland 
imagins  that  Philips  might  be  miftaken  as  to  the 
tome,  becaufe  ouf  author,  in  his  Latin  elegy,  writ- 
ten in  his  twentieth  year^  -upon  the  approach  of  the 
Ipring,  feemeth  to  dtay  juft  the  contrary,  -as  if  he 
could  «*  make  any  verfea  to  bis  iattsfadtion  till  the 
ftri»£  begun :  and  he  &ys  farther  that  a  judicious 
friend  of  Milton's  Informed  him,  that  he  could  nb* 
irer  compofe  well  but  in  fpring  and  autumn.  But 
Mr*  Richardfon  cannot  comprehend,  that  either  of 
thefe  accounts  is  exa&ly  true,  or  that  a  man  with 
foch  a  work  in  his  nead  can.  fufpend  it  for  fuc 
months  together  t>r  only  for  one*  it  may  go  oft 
tnorefbwly,  but  it  muft  go  on:  and  this  laying  k 
afide  is  contrary  to  that  cagerne&  to  iinHh  what  was 
begun,  which  he  fays  was  his  temper  ia  his  epi&e 
toDeodati  dated  Sept.  2.  1617.  After  all  Mr.  Phi- 
lips, who  had  the  perufal  of  the  poem  from  the  be* 
ginning,  by  twenty  or  thirty  veries  at  a  time,  as  it 
was  compofed,  and  having  not  been  ihown  any  for 
a  confiderable  while  as  the  fummer  came  on,  ia- 
quired  of  Ac  author  the  reafon  of  it,  could  hardly 
be  miftaken  with  regard  to  the  time :  and  k  is  eafr 
to  conceive,  that  the  poem  might  go  on  much 
more  flowly  in  fummer  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
year;  for  notwkhftanding  all  that  poets  may  fey  of 
the  pleafurcs  of  that  feafon,  I  imagin  moft  per  ions 
$pd  by  experience,  tljat  they  can  compofe  better  -,  «t 
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^w.pjher  time,  with  more  facility  and  with  morq 
&«"#*  than  during  the  heat  and  languor  of  fummer, 
yVj^f^yGt  the  poem  was  wrote,  it  was  finifhed  in 
a  665*  and  as  El  wood  fays  was  Jhown  to  him  that 
iapie  year  at  St,  Giles  Chalfont,  whither  Milton  had 
retired  to  avoid  the  plague,  and  it  was  lent  to  him 
fq  pc;rufe  it  and  give  his  judgment  of  it:  and  con- 
iidering  the  difficulties  which  the  author  lay  under. 
J^is  upeafinefs  on  account  of  the  public  affairs  and 
Iris  Q\yn,  his  age  and  infirmities,  his  gout  and  blind- 
#£fs,.hk  hot  being  in  circumftances  to  maintain  am 
£ng^quen£s,  but  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  aiiy  hand 
Jthat,came  next  to  write  his  verfes  as  he  made  them, 
itjs  really  wonderful,  that  he  fhould  have  the  fpirit 
Jq  ^pdertake  fuch  a  work,  and  muck  more,  that-  he 
fhould  ever  bring  it  to  perfection.  And  after  the 
|>pem  was  finiftied,  ftjll  new  difficulties  retarded  thp 
publication  of  it.  It  was  in  danger  of  being  flip- 
jprefled  thro*  the  malice  or  ignorance  of  the  licencer? 
;w1k>  took  exception  at  fome  paflages,  and  particu- 
larly at  itfrat  npWe  if  mile,  in  the  firft  book,  of  the 
jfun  in  an  eclipfe,  in  which  he  fancied  that  he  had 
xiifcQypred  treafon^  jt  was  witl^  difficulty  too  that 
the  author  could  fell  the  copy;  and  he  fold  it  at 
Jaft  only  for  fiye  pounds,  but  was  to  receive  five 
j$un4$7  more  after  the  fale  of  1300  of  the  firft  im- 
j^eflipn^  and  five  pounds  more  after  the  fale  pf.as 
tn^iy  of  the  fecond  imprjeffion,  and  five  more  after 
tfrp  Jale  of  as  many  o£  the  third,  and  the  numher 
p£.ea£ft  impreflion  was  not  to  exceed  icpo.  ,  An£ 
l^nat  a  poor  confideration  was  this  for  fuch  an  inr 
.^ftmafrle  performance !  and  how  much  more  do 
^t£ei$  f^et   by  the  works  of  gr^t  authors,    than 
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me  *  authors  thcmjfelvcs !  This  *  original  contract' 
frith  Samuel  Simmons  the  printer  is  dated  April 
±2*  *&(>7%  and  is  in  the  hands  bf  Mr.  Tonfori  the 
bookfeller,  as  is'  like'wife  the  manufcript  of  thfe 
firft  book  copied' fair  for  the  prefs^  with  tne'IiripW- 
riiatur  by  Thomas  Tonikyns  chaplain  to  thfcAtefi- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury:  fo  that  tho'  Milton  w^fbrcfecl 
lo  make  life  of  different  handd  to'  write  his  Vetf& 
from  time  to  time  aS  he  had  occafion,  yet  Wer  ma^ 
fuppofe  that  the  copy  for  the  prefs  was  written  air, 
or  at  leaft  each  bdoJk  by  the  &rtie  hand.  The  firft 
edition  in  ten  books  was  printed  ih  a  fmall  qiiartoj 
and  before  it  Could  be  difpofed  6f,  had  three  or 
mofe  different  title  pages  of  the  ydars  1667,  1668^ 
a?d  1669.  ^e  "r^  fort' wis '  without  the  haftie 
of  Simmons  the  printer4,  and  began  with  the  poctofc 
immediately  following  the  title  pagfi,  without  znf 
afguifient,  or  preface,  or  table  ot  errata :  to  others 
was.  prefixed  a  fhort  advertifement  of  the  printer  to 
the  reader  concerning  the  argument  dnd  the  reafoh 
why  the  poem  rimes  not;  and  then  followed  thfc 
argument  of  the  feveral  books,  and  the  pf efkc#  c6n-i 
Cernirig  the  kind  of  verfe,  and  the1  table  of  errata* 
others  again  had  the  argunieilt,  and  the  ptefkee^ 
and  &e  table  of  errata,  without  that  fhort  idteifc 
tifement  of  the  printer  to  the  reader :  and  this  W&fe 
all,  the  difference  between  them,  ebtcept  now1  and 
then  of  a  point  or  a  letter,  which  were  altered  as 
the  'Sheets  were  printing  off.  $b  that,  notwiths- 
tanding thtfc  variations,  there  was  Ml  only  one  im1 
preffion*  in  quarto;  and  two  years  almoft  elapfed!, 
befdr£r  1300  copies  could  be  fold  J  or  befdre  thd 
Author  was  intitled  to  his  fecond  five  pound*,  fot 
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Which  his  receipt  is  "ftili  in  btipg*   andnk  dated 
April  26.  1669.    And  this  wa*  probably  all  that  ha 
received;  for  he  lived  not  to  enjoy  the,  benefits  of 
the  fecond  edition,    which  was  not  published  till 
the  year  1674,  and  that  fame  year  he  died,    Tho 
fecond  edition  was  printed  in  a  (haall  o£tavo,  and 
was  corre&ed  by  the  author  himiclf,  and  the  num-> 
ber  of  books  was  augmented  from  tqn  ta  twdv^. 
with  the  addition  of  fome  few  writs:  and  fhisuatt 
teration  was  made  with  great  judgment,  not  fbt  thft 
iake  of  fuch  a  fancifol  beauty  as  refembling  the 
number  of  books  in  the  iEneid,  but  for  the  men1 
regular  difpofition  of  the  ooem,  becaufc  the  feraathJ. 
and  tenth  books  were  before  too  long,  and  are  mom* 
fitly  divided  each  into  two*    The  third  edition  waff 
published  in  1678  s  and  it  appears  that  Milton  had 
kit  his  remaining  right  in  the  copy  to  his  widows 
and  (he  agreed  with  Simmons  the  printer  to  accept 
eight  pounds  in  foil  of  all  demands,  and  her  receipt 
for  the  money  is  dated  December  21.  1680.     But 
a  little  befctf*  thisr  Simmons  had  covenanted  to  afltert 
the  whole  right  of  copy  to  Brabazon  Aylmer  Uw- 
bookMer  lor  twenty  five  pounds »   and  Aylmer  a£o 
terwards  fold  it  to  old  Jacob  Tortfon  at  two  diflfef 
»nt  times,  one  half  on  the  17th  of  Auguft  i63#{ 
wd  the  other  half  on  the  24th  of  March  1 690^? 
with  a  confiderable  advance  of  the  price;  and  ex- 
cept one  fourth  of  it  which  has  bean  affignM  tpiaM 
veral  perfons,  his  family  have  enjoyed  the  right,  oft 
oopj^  ever  fince.    By  the  laft  alignment  it  appear^ 
that  the  book  was  growing  into  repute  and  rim%  .ity 
valuation;  and  to  what  perverfeaefs  could  itbdtowi; 
jog  that  it  was  not  better  received  at  firft  ?  We  con~ 
v  .  ceke 
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ceuor  there  were  principally  two  Raton*  x<tfc£  p^.f 
jtfticts-  againft  the  author  oo  a*epunt  ofr  bis-  p*¥*tN 
cjpfe6  and  party;  and  many  no -doubt:  were  ojfcnded  • 
with,  the  novelty  of  a  poem  that  was  not  i&  rkntst 
Ryiner,  who,  was  a  redoubted  critic,  in,  tbofe  daya, 
would, not  fo much  as  aJlow  it  to  be/*  poem  on  this, 
acosunt  j  and  declared  war  agaipft  Milton  as  well  aa 
agatefi  Shakefpear;  and  threatuted  that  he  would 
wjrke  roflec1&>ns  upon;  the  Paradife  Loft4,  which  ftflws 
(toys  he  *)  are  pleafcd  to  cajl  a,  poem,  and  would 
aflat  rime  agaiqft  the  (lender  fopfeiftry  wherewith 
the  anther  attacks  it,  And  fiach  a  maja  as.  Btfhep 
Burnet  maketh  it  a  fort  of  obje$!ion.to  MUton*  tbat 
W  afle&ed  to  write,  in  blank  verfe  without  tins*. 
£ad  the  feme  reafon  induced  Dryden  to  turti/Uto 
principal  pails  t|fr  Faradife.  !«©#  into  rime.  i&  hut 
Qpetfc<  eaUed  &q  State  of  inftgeencQ  and  Fall  of 
npos ;  to  tag  h»  lines,  ae  Mtttea.  hiwiejf  ej$riefie4 
k^tajluding  to  th*  fafluQn  then.  of  wearing  tags  of 
gutal  at  the  end. of  their  ribbons*  We>aj«  tokl  i*» 
djg&fcy Mr*  Fricbardfon*  that  Sir:  GeagerHuogBfe 
fc#,  an  ancient  member  of  patfctflMat,  told  homy 
1m  $r  *  John*  Qenhwjfe  cause  into  ths:  Houfa  ovx 
naaining  witlfea.fheetofi  Paiadife hod  wet:  font  jttor 
pp& in  bit  hand;  and  being  ajfce&whatvhA  bad- 
time* '  Udditim  ha  had  pastog  the^nablejl  poem  than 
ejsBp-  iwas  written  inr  any*  language,  or-  &  any  ago* 
However  it,  is,  certain  that,  the  hook.  w«*  unknown 
dU  about,  twp  year*  after,  when  the;  Earl  of  StarJet 
ypAiped  it»  as;  Mr*  Richapifon  wa$  infermad  by 
^.Tancred  Rjobinfon  the  phyfit;ian»  whphndbeatw 
the  flory  often  from.  Fleetwood.  Shephard  bin*W6 
•i-  ..-..:...  that. 

*  *■'$•»  Rf«ier*(  Trqt&tt  f  tht  Uft  *gt  wfidtri.  p.  143. 
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irig  abfcut  for  ibooks  in  lattftfe  Britain,  kicW 
met  with  Patedife  Loft ;  and  being  fortirifed  atTorne* 
paflages  in  dippihg  here  and  thete,  he  bought  it.r 
The  bookfellet  beggfcd  his  Lordfhip  to  fpeak  in 'it*; 
favor  if  he  liked  it,  for  (be  ihipreffion  lay  ari'1ti£ 
hands  as  wide  paper.     The  Barl  having  rfeadlt  tiki? 
it  to  Dryden,  who  in  a  (hbrt  time  returned  k'Hnfli' 
this  anfwef ,   *  This  man  cut?  iii  all  oat ;  ariSPHfe? ' 
"  Ancients  too."    Dryden's  t£igfcuh  ijpbh  ^ttbti 
is  too  well  known  to  be  repeat^  jf'and  thdfli*  L3SKh^ 
verfes  by  Dr.  Barfow  the  ph)rfkian,  and  tbfr%p$&* 
ones  by  Andrew  Marvel  Efq;,  ufttafly-jtfeft^  %i 
the  Paradife  Loft,  were  written  befdrfc  ^mffltii* 
edition,  and  were  published  with  it.    Bat  HSR  &6  * 
poern  was  not  generally  knbtfn  and  tefteem&d,  nof 
met  with  the  deferved  applaufe,  titf  after  tfttf  cditioir 
in  folio,  which  was  pubhfhed  in  1 688  by  fHbfcrip-' 
tion.    The  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his  Eflav  ot( 
poetry  prefers  Taflb  and  Spenler'to  Milton  v  and  it  & 
related  ki  the  life  of  the  witty  Earl  of  RodSel^^ 
that  he  hid  no  notion  of  a  better  poet  than  <2owle$£ 
In  1 686  or  thereabout  Sir  William  Temple  'pdtflfftefr1' 
the  fecond  part  of  his  Mifcellanies,  and  it  iq$jjflfe*  * 
prife  any  reader,  that  in  his  Eflky  on  poetry  lie  fakwh  * 
no  notice'  at  all  of  Milton  j  nay  he  faith  ilffidStif  'v 
that  after  Ariofto,  Taflb,  and  Spenfer,  he  knovBfcfitf1 
none  ef  the  Moderns  Who  have  made  any  afctiiet^  * 
menfs  in  heroic  poetry  worth  recording.     And  What"  * 
can  we  think,  that  he  had  not  read  or  heard  dt . 
the  Paradife  Loft,  or  that  the  author's  politics  had 
prejudiced  him  againft  his  poetry?     It  was  happy 
that  all  great  men  were  not  ot  his  mind,     Tne' 
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bookfeMet  wgs  advj£d  *;gd  encoqpaged  to  undertake 
the  iblio  edition  b$  Mr.  Sommers,  afterwards  Lord 
Sbmrncrs^  who  not  pnly.fubfccibed  himfelf,  but  wa» 
zealous  in  promoting. the  fubfeription :  and  in  the  lift 
of  fublcribers  we  find  fome  of  the  moft  eminent 
ramesuo^that  time,  as  the  Earl  of  Dtorfet,  Waller, 
Drydeji,   tk.  Aldiich,   Mr4  Atterbury,  and  among 
the  *eft  6ir  Roger  Lcftrange,,  tho'  he  had  formerly 
wn^ca.  a  piece  intide4  No  blind  gvides  Sw  Jigainft 
^pto^'«^otesupoo.Dr.  Griffith's  fermon.    There 
HBfC  two  f ditions  more  in  folio,  one  I  thipk  in 
K^j^.thexxther  in  1695  .which  was  the  fixth  edi- 
tjce^ibr  the  poem  was  now  fpAveJl  received*  that 
notwithftaading  the  price  of  it  was  four  times  greater 
tfcp  pdpre,  the  Jale  increafed  double  the  number 
e^ejjr  year*  «s  the  bookfeller,    who  (hould  >eft 
koom  has  informed  us  in  his  dedication*  of. the 
ihjaflcr  editions  to  Lord  Sommqrs.    Since  that  time 
npf  obly  various  editions  have  been  printed,,  but  alfo 
varkxs  notes  and  translations.     The  fir/t  perfon  who 
wrote  annotations  upon  Paradife  Loft  was.  P,  H.  or 
K^c^  Hume,  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  unlefs 
hipr  same  may  lead  us  to  fome  knowledge  of  his . 
country,  but  ne  has  the  merit  of  being  the  firfl;  (as 
I  fiiY  who  wrote  notes  upon  Paradife  Loft,  and  his 
notes  were  printed  at  the  end  of  the  folio  edition  in 
I9fc5«     Mr.  Addifon's  Spectators  upon  tfce  fubjeft 
contributed  not  a  little  to  eftablifhing  the  chara&er, 
anjfjfluftntfmg  the  beauties  of  the  poem* .  Jn  1732 
aaceared  l5r.  Bentley's  new  edition  with  notes :  and 
the  Year  following  Dr.  Pearce  published  his  Review 
o£  the*  text,  in  which  the  chief  of  Dr.,  Bentley's 
eiQGndatiohs  are  conftdered,  and  feveral  other  emenda- 
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lions  and  obfervations  are  offered  to  the  public.  And 
the  year  after  that  Meffieurs  Richardfon,  father  and 
fon,  published  their  Explanatory  notes  and  remarks. 
The  poem  has  alfb  been  tranflated  into  feverat 
languages)  Latin,  Italian,  French,  and  Dutch ;  and 
propofals  have  been  made  for  tranflating  it  into 
Greek.  The  Dutch  tranflation  js  in  blank  verfe,  and 

Erinted  at  Harlem.     The  French  have  a  tr^nflatioa 
y  Monf.  Dupre  de  S.  Maur$  but  nothing  fhoweth 
the  weaknefs  and  imperfe&ion  of  then:  knguagfc 
more,  than  that  they  have  few  or  no  good  £oetk£t 
verfions  of  the  greateft  poets ;    they  are  forced  to 
tranflate  Iriomer,  Virgil,  and  Milton  into  proft :  and 
blank  verfe  their  language  has  not  harmony  and 
dignity  enough   to  fupport;    their    tragedies,    and 
many  of  their  comedies  are  ift  rime.    Roili,  the  fa* 
mous  Italian  mailer  here  in  England,  made  ai*  Ita- 
lian  tranflation;  and  Mr.  Richardfon  the  (on  &1r 
another  at  Florence  in  manufcript  by  the  learned 
Abbe  Salvini,  the  fame  who  tranflated  Addifca's 
Cato  into  Italian.    One  William  Hog  or  Hogsns 
tranflated  Paradife  Loft,    Pafadife  Regain'd;.  and 
Samfon  Agoniftes  into  Latih  verfe  in  1 690 ;  but  this 
verfion  is  very  unworthy  of  the  originals.     There  is 
a  better  tranllation  of  the  Pamdife  Loft  by  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Power  Fellow  of  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge* 
the  fir  ft  book  of  which  was  printed  in  1691,  aiul 
the  reft  in  manufcript  is  irt  tne  library  of  thai  Cot* 
lege.     The  learned  Dr.  Trap  has  alfo  toublifhed  a 
tranllation  into  Latin  verfe ;  and  the  world  is  in  ex- 
pectation of  another,  that  will  furpafs  all  the  reflt, 
by  Mr.  William  Dobfon  of  New  College  in  Oxford. 
So  that  by  one  means  or  other  Milton  k  now  con* 
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Alcred  as  anEn^Mi  daffic;  and  the  Paradifc  Loft 
is  generally  deemed  the  nobkft  and  moft  fubiimeof 
modem  poems,  and  equal  at  leaft  to  the  beft  of  die 
ancient;  the  honor  ctf  this  country,  and  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  all  others ! 

In  1670  lie  published  hk  Hiftory  of  Britain,  Aat 
part  eipeciatly  now  called  England.  He  began  it 
above  4wenty  years  before,  but  was  frequently  in- 
tercepted 1w4ther  avocations;  and  he  defigned  to 
have1>pougnt  it  down  to  his  own  times,  but  flopped 
at  the  Norman  conqueft ;  for  indeed  lie  was  not  wett 
a%le  to  purfue  k  any  farther  by  reafon  of  his  blind- 
nefs,  and  "he  was  engaged  in  other  more  delightful 
fiudics*  having  a  genius  turned  for  poetry  rather 
Chan  hiHory.  When  his  Hiftory  was  printed,  it  was 
not  printed  perfeft  and  entire;  for  die  licencer  ex- 
punged federal  paflages,  which  reflecting  upon  the 
pride  and  Fuperftition  of  die  Monks  in  die  Saxon 
times,  were  underftood  as  a  concealed  fitir  upon  the 
Btfhops  in  Charles  the  fecond's  reign.  But  die  an* 
fhor  nimfclf  gave  a  copy  of  his  unliceaaed  papers  to 
the  Earl  of  Anglefea,  who,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  conftantly  viiited  him:  and  in 
1 69 1  a  considerable  paflage,  which  had  been  ftip- 
prefled  at  the  l>eginning  of  die  third  book,  vfcas  pdb- 
^Bftied,  cohfenning  a  character  of  the  Long  Paflg- 
menf  kfid  Aflembly  6f  Divines  in  1641,  which  was 
iflferted  in  its  proper  place  in  the  laft  edition  df 
}73#.  Bkhop  Kennet  beeins  his  Complete  Hiftory 
eff  England  with  this  work  of  Milton,  as  being  die 
Befe  draught,  the  cleared  and  moft  authentic  ac- 
count of  thofe  early  times:  and  his  ftile  is  freer  and 
cafier  than  in  moft  of  his  other  works,  more  pkm 
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and  fimple,  lefs  figurativ^;^d  mctaphorkaT,  and 
better  fuited  to  the  natufc  of  hiftory,  fete  enough  of 
the  Latin  turn  and  Idiom  to  give  it  an  air  of  anti- 
quity, and  fbmetimes  rifes  to  a  furprifing  dignity  and 
majefty.  .       .    ,    . 

""  In  1670  likewife  his  Paradife  Regaih'd  arid  Sam- 
lon  Agoniftes  were  licenced  together,  biit  were  not 
published  till  the  year  following.     It  is  fomewhat 
remarkable,  that  thefe  two  pofema  were  not  printed 
by  Simmons,   the  fame  wnQ.  printed  the  Paradife 
Loft,  but  by  J.  M.  for  one  Starkey  in  Fleetftreet : 
and  what  could  induce  Milton  to  have  recourfe  to 
another  printer?  was  it becaufe  the  fbrmfer  was  not 
enough  encouraged  by  the  fale  of  Paradife  Loft  to 
become  a  purchafer  of  the  other  copies  ?     The  firft 
thought  of  Paradife  Reeain'd  was  owing  to  Elwood 
the  quaker,  as  he  himfclf  relates  the  oeeafion  in  the 
hiftory  of  his  life.    When  Milton  had  lent  him  the 
manufcript  of  Paradife  Loft  at  St.  Giles  Chalfont,  as 
we  faid  before,  and  he   returned  it,  Milton  afked 
him  how  he  liked  it„  arid  what  he  thought  of  it's 
"  Which. I  modeftly,  but  freely  told  him,  fays  El- 
J4,  wood;  and  after  fome  further  difcourfe  about  it, 
<c  I  plea&ntly  faid  to  him,  Thou  haft  faid  much  of 
"  Paradife  Ldft,  but  what  haft  thou  to  fay  of  Paradife 
fc  Found?  He  made  me  no  anfwer;  but  fat  fome 
4i  time  in  a  mufej  then  broke  off  that  difcourfe, 
"  atnd  fell  ttjtoix  another  fu^ea."     When  Elwood 
afterwards  waited  upon   him  in  London;-  Milton 
fhowed  him  his  Paradife  Reg?un*d,  and  in  a  pleaftitft 
tone  faid  to  hini,    "  This  is  ovring  to  You,  for  Vou 
14  put  it  intojftty  he^d  by  the  queftion  You  put  me 
"  at  Chalfont,  which  before  I  had  not  thougbt'of/* 
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}t  $  ?ft|JW»ooJiy  reported,  that  Milton  him/Hf  pre- 
ferftdrjfis  poem  to  .tf>$  Paradife  Loft;  but  all  that 
jfeca&afljft^ppn  good,  iiutljority  is,  that  he  could 
W>t  induce  to  tew  $£$  ppem  cried  down.fo  much  as 
it  was,  in  companion  with  the  other.  For  certainly 
it  is  vef y  Worthy  .jofc  %;  iiuthor,  and  contrary  to 
yhat  J4r.  T^landt  r^Ute^. Milton  may  be  feen  in 
Paradi/e  Regain'd  as  well ,as  in  Paradife  Loft;  if  it 
#  inferior, in  pqetry,  .J,  know,  not  whether  it  is  not 
foQ&ffl  ii^ntiagent ;  if  it  is  lefs  defcriptive,  it  isi 
njwQ  argumentative;,  if  it  doth  xiot/ometimes  rife  fo 
ftgfe,  neither  doth, it. ever  finjc  fpflow,;  and  it  has 
pot  ipef  with  the  approbation,  it  deferve$,  only  be- 
©jufe  k  hap  not  been, more  read  and  considered, 
Jii$  ipbjed  indeed  is  confined,  and  he  lias  a  narrow 
foundation  to  bijild  upon  a  but  he  has  raifed  as  noble 
i.ifuperftnifture,  as  fuch^ittle  room  and  fuch,  fcanty 
»aterials  ^ould  ailo^  TJie  great  beauty  of  it  is 
the  contrail  between  tlje  two  characters,  of  xhp 
TftlBpter  aa4  our  Saviour,  the  artful  fophiftry  and 
fpecioua  igfinu? tions  of  the  one  refuted  by  the  ftrong 
fcnfe  aobd  vfflfij  eloquence  of  the  other.  This  poem 
has.  otto  been  tt^nflated  into  French  together  with 
fonjeotfeer  pieqesof  fylilton,  Lycidas,  L' Allegro,  II 
{tegyfegafOt  and  the  Ode  on  Chrift's  nativity :  and  in 
173,2  was  printed  a  Critical  Differtation  with  notea 
HgKKi  Paradife  Regain'4,  .pointing  out  the  beauties  of 
&  ~#nd  .written  by  Mr.  Meadowcourt,  Canon  of 
Worcefter:  and  the  very  learned  and  ingenious 
Mr.  Jortin  has  added  fome  obfervations  upon  thia 
Work  at  the  end  of  his  excellent  Remarks  upon 
Spenfer,  pabWhed  in  1 734 :  and  indeed  this  poem 
of  Milton^  to  l?e  more  admired,  needs  only  to  be 
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fertfer  known.  .  His  Santft*  AgpAiftfe*  is  tfef  «»*f 
tragedy  that  be  has  fini&ed,  *©*  he  ha*<ftrtfci*ed 
not  the  plana  of  feveral,  and  propoftJi  Ac  fobjefts 
«f  mow,,  in  hk  manuftttpt  peeferod  »  'Jfsuaty 
College  library :  and  we  may  flippy  that  he  was 
determined  to*  the  choke  4f  this  particular  fufejeft 
fay  the  fimilitude  oi  his  owncipcumftantes  to  thoft 
of  Samfoi*  blindand  among  the  Fbiliftsa**  Tint  I 
conceive  to  be  the  feft  of  im  poetical  pieced;  and  k 
k  written)  U*  the  very  %irk  of  the  Ancient*,  add 
equals,  if  not  exceeds,  any  <of  fche  moft  perfbft  tra- 
gedies, whicteweie  ever  exhibited  on  the  Athenian 
Aage;,  whqn  Greece  was  in  ks  glory.  As  this  werfe 
was  never  kteaded  for  thfr  ftage,  the  divifion  in& 
afe  and  fcenes  is  omitted.  B&iop  Atttrtwy  toad 
an  intention  of  getting  Mr,  Pdpe  to  divide  k  into 
ads  and  fcene*,  and  of  hatdngk afted  by *he  King'a 
Scholars  at  Weftmiefter:  but  hk  comttitnent  to 
ifec  Tower  pat  an  end  to  that  dfefign.  It  has  ifinee 
been  brought  upon  the  ftage  in*  die  form  of  an,Qrfer 
Corky  5  and  Mr.  Handel's  raufic  is*  nevef  employed*!* 
greater  advantage,  than  when  k  iff  adapted  to  MIk* 
ton's  words.  That  great  artftt  has  done  equaf  jitfttce 
to  oor  author's  1/ Allegro  and  H  Penferofo,  as  if  the 
feme  fpirit  pofieffed  both  mafters,  and  as-  if  the  G&& 
of  rouiic  and  of  verfe  was  ftiH  one  and  the  feme. 

There  are  alio  fome  other  pieces  of  Mikofi,  fof 
he  continued  pobiiihing  to  the  kft.  In  167a  he 
pttfefi{h$d  Artk  Logicas  plenior  Inftittitio  ad  Petri 
Rami  raethodum  concinnata,  an  Inftittttton  of  Logic 
aiter  the  method  of  Petrus  Ramus;  and  the  year 
following,  a  treatife  of  ttroe  Religion  and  the  beft 
mean*  to  prevent- the  growth  of  popery,  which-  had 
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greatly  faweaftd  thro'  the  ioonnfcfclnce  Of  the  King, 
tad  tkemeoe  open  encooeagttoetii  of  the  Duke  of 
York*-  and  the  fame  year  his  poems,  which  had 
been  printed  in  1645,  were  reprinted  with  the  addi- 
tfMi  tff  Averal  other*,      Hie  Jatniliar  epiftles  and 
'JBmtt^a/kttiaA  exetcifes,  Epiftolarum  femiliarium 
tj*/J.'*»Proh»fione6  9D£cdaro  Oratorte  in  Colkgio 
fc&rfti  habits,  were  printed  in  1674  s  as  was  alfo 
hte  ttanftattan  out  erf  Latin  into  Engtifh  of  the  Pole's 
DtcbfftKfen  concerning  the  election  of  their  king 
Join-  II V  fetdtg  forth  the  virtues  and  merits  of 
fettpfifceft.    He  w#oto  alfo  a  brief  Hiftory  of  Mif. 
4»ry,  tiolletittd  fwtti  the  relations  of  feveral  tra-. 
*fer»>  bot  it  w»s  net  printed  till  after  his  death  in 
ftftz.    lie  had  fikewife  bis  ftate-letters  tranferibed 
«  the  ttqueft  of  the  Datnim  refident,  but  neither 
wenrthciy  printed  tttl  after  his  death  in  1676,  and 
Wert-  ntfiftated  into  EngUfli  in  1694;  and  to  tha* 
traflfiatfoa  4  life  of  Milton  Was  prefixed  by  his  ne^ 
rife*  Mr.  Edward  Philips,  and  at  the  ertd  of  that 
fcfo  his  «f  oettent  fonnets  to  Fairfax,  Cromwell,  Sir 
iftoryfVafte,  and  Cyriac  Skinner  on  his  blindnefe 
WftW  firft  printed.    Befides  thefe  works  which  were 
fM(h*l,  he  wrote  a  fyftem  of  divinity,   which 
Mr.  Toiand  fays  was  in  the  hands  of  his  friend 
CyritfC  Skinner,  but  where  at  fttfent  is  uncertain". 
JtebdMri- Philips  fays,  that  he  had  prepared  for  the 
**eft  an  aftfwer  to  tome  little  fcribbling  quack  in 
tjo&toff,  Who  had  written  a  feurrilous  libel  againft 
him  f  fettt  Whether  by  the  dhTuafion  of  friends,  sts 
thinking  hkn  a  fellow  not  worth  his  notice,  or  for 
What  dther  caafe  Mr.  Philips  knoweth  not,  this  an- 
fw*r  was  never  published.    And  indeed  tlhe  beft 
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vindicator  of  !&ri*feftdiifis  Writings  fcath  Jwefl.tRtne. 
Pofterity  hath^h^ff^paididuttriionor  to  liis'inc* 
rits,  which  was  ^dfenied  hwrby  gttat  part  offefeitao* 
temporaries.  '     ,,/C  *    /<    -   • 

After  a  life  thu$4f>ent  in  £®dy  and  labors  for  the 
poWfc  he  died1  $f  lthfe  gout  at  his  Hoofc  in  Bunhffi 
Rovtr  oik  bfTrfbdtttMhe   loth  of  November  ifiy4> 
when  hei  had  tokhin  a  month f  completed  *  the  fitty 
fixth  year  of  his  age.     It  is  not  fcaown  when  he  was 
firft  attacked  by  the  gout,  but  he  was.  grie*oufly 
afflicted  with  it  fewral  of  the  iaft}  years  of  his  life, 
and  was  weakened1 »  fuch  a  ^degree,  that  her  died 
witfiout  a  groan^  >and  thofe  in  the<  roern  pcrceivedt 
not  when  he  ekpked:  <  His  body  m$s  deoentiy  in~ 
feited  nfeit  that  tof  his  father  (who  had  died  'very 
aged  about  the  year  1 647)  in  the  chancel  ef  the 
Church  of  St.  Giles's  Cripplegate ;  and  all  Jais  grefatt 
and  learned  friends    in    London,    not    without  -.* 
friendly  concourfe  of  the  common  people,  paid  their 
laft  relpedsr  in  attending  it  to  the  gowe.   Mr.  Fentoa 
in  his  fliort  but  elegant  account  of  the  life  of  Mil- 
ton, fpeaking  of  our  author's  having  no  monument, 
Ays  that  "  he  defired  a  friend  to  inquire  at  St  Giles?*' 
€<  Ghnrch;  where  the  fexton  (hawed  him  a  fmall 
<f  monument,  which  he  faid  was  fuppofed  to  be 
cc  Milton's  5  but  the  infeription  had  never  been  le~> 
c<  gible    fince  he   was   employed    in    that   office^ 
"  which  he  has  poflcfled  about  forty  years.     This 
u  fure  could  never  have  happened  in  fo  fhort  a 
t€  fpace  of  time,  unlefs  the  epitaph  had  been  in- 
IC  duftrioufly    erafed:    and   that   fuppofition,    lays 
u  Mr.  Fenton,  carries  with  it  fo  much  inhumanity, 
"  that  2  think  we  ought  to  believe  it  was  not  cre&ed 
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*f  t&hhj&r&txf.'\v.Uvm  evident  j&at  it;  w^  not 
owdcdi  td  ihti;  memory,  and  that^th^  fcxtoa  w^ 
mtffofafcnv  iSqt  Mr.  Tplaiid  jiji.  his  account  pf  i^ 
life  of  Milton  fays,  that  he  was  buried  in  jth^  cha^y 
of)  ofc6fe;<3iks'8  Cho**,  "  where  the;  piety  pf  his 
**  -adiflircis  .*'& ;  flb«ftly,  ere&  a  monument  becom- 
"  ing  bb'wortH'&nd  *l»t  encouragement  of  letters  19 
V  KingiWjliiai*'a  i*igD/'  j  This  plainly  implies  that 
«v  mtamfecQt  w»:  creaked  to  Wpvvat  that  tim$# 
rtii/thw  yae  written  in  16984  and  Mr.  Fengon's  ao 
powittos  firft  published,  I  think  in  1 7*5,5  fo  th*t 
Dot  above  twenty  feven  yeajs  intervened  from  the 
$oe  aocGHpnttp  the  other;  and  cpnfequently  the  iex- 
ton,  .who  it  is  faid  had  been  poflefled  of  his  office 
about  fqtty  years,  muft  have  been  njiftaken,  and 
the  monument  rnnft  have  been  {lefigned  for.  fome 
other  pa*fo%  and  not  for  Milton,  A  monument  in^, 
deed  hm  been  erecfted  to  hi?  memory  ha  Wcftminfter 
Abbey  by*  Auditor  Ben&n  in  the  year  1737}  but 
the  beft  alonument  of  him  is, his  writings. 

In  his  youth  be  wa*  ^fteemed  extremely  hand* 
fome>  (6  that  while  he  was,*  ftydent  at  Cambridge, 
he  was  called  the  Lady  of  Chrift's  College.  He  had 
a  very  fine  ikin  and  frefh  complexion}  his  |aair  was 
of  a  Hght  brown,  and  parted  on  the  foretop  hpng 
down  in  curls  waving  upon  his  {houldersj  his  fea- 
tures ?« were  exaft  and. regular  -,  hi?  voice  agreeable 
and  mufical  >  his  habit  clean  and  nea$;  his  deport- 
ment efed  and  manly.  He  was  middle-fused  and 
well  proportioned,  neither  tall  nor  fliort,  neither  too 
lean,  nor  too  corpulent,  fi»ong  and  adtive  in  his 
youngec  .-years,  and  though  afflided  with  freq^nt 
head-akes^  blindaefe4  and  gout,  was  yet  a  comely 
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and  wdHookkig  m&*  to  the  laft.  Hfc  eyes  we«  df 
a  Ifght  btoe  cofor,  arid  from  the  ft#rt  srf*  (aid  to^hKw 
been  none  6f  the  brighteft ;  bet  after  he  toft  Ae 
ight  of  them,  (which  happened  about  tht  43d 
year  of  his  age)  they  ftitt  apjiared  without  fpct  4* 
blemifh,  and  at  firft  view  and  at*  V  little  diftance  k 
was  not  eafy  to  know  that  he  wis  Wind.  Mn  ltf- 
ehardfon  had  an  aeconnt  of  Wn*  fi^th  an  ancient 
clergyman  in  Dortfetfhire,  Dr.  Wright,  who  found 
him  in  a  fmatl  houfe,  which  had  (he  Akiks)  but 
one  room  cm  a  floor1;  in  that,  up  one  pair  of  ftalrs, 
which  was  hting  with  a  rufty  greea,  he  few  John 
Milton  fitting  m  an  elbow  chair,  with  black  clothes, 
and  neat  enough,  pale  but  not  eadaterous,  hfehaftds 
and  fingers  gouty,  and  with  chalk  ftone&i  afiloftg 
Other  cmcoune  he  expreffed  himfelf  to  this  purpofe, 
that  was  he  free  from  the  pain  of  thfe  goat,  hia 
bKndnefc  would  be  tolerable,  But  there  Is  the  left 
need  to  be  particular  in  the  defcriptton  of  his  per&m, 
as  the  idea  of  his  face  and  countenance  is  pretty 
well  known  from  the  numerous  prints,  piftutes, 
hufts,  medals,  and  other  reprefcntations  which  have 
been  made  of  him.  There  are  two  piftureg  *4 
greater  value  than  the  reft,'  as  they  are  undoubted 
originals,  and  were  in  the  poffefllon  of  Milton1* 
Widow:  the  firft  was  drawn  when  he  was  about 
twenty  one,  and  is  at  prefcitt  in  the  coHe&ion  of  the 
Right  Honorable  Artnur  Onflow  Efq$  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  $  the  other  in  crayons  w» 
drawn  when  he  was  about  fbrty  two,  and  was  in 
die  colle&ion  of  Mr.  Richardfon,  but  has  finee 
bctert  purchafed  by  Mr.  Tonfon.  Several  prints  have 
been  made  from  both  thefe  pJ&utes;  and  there  is  * 
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prkrtdoitfr  when  h«  wag  abo«t  ,fi*tjr  twtv  w  fcdy 
Aree,  *k&  the  filb  by  Fakhorn,  which  thtf  not  fo 
fatadfomer,  nay  yet  (*rhftptfba  ft&OMarefemUaose^ 
feaany  of  them.  It  kpefbed  to  feme  of  out  au- 
thor's pieces*  and  to  tke  folio  edition  of  hk  profc 
works  h* three  volumes  printed  ifc  169& 
:  In  hk  way  of  living  Be  was*  an  example  of  &» 
briety  and  tempemaee.  Ik  was  very  fparing  m  the 
«ie  of  wine  or  ftrang  liquors  of  any  kind.  Let 
meaner  poets  mote  ufe  ot  fech  expedients  to  rai/e 
their  fin«y  and  kindle  tick  imagination.  He  wanted 
licrany  arti&ckl  fpkitej  he  had  a  natural  fire,  and 
poette  warmth  enough  of  hk  own.  He  waa  MJm* 
wife  very  abftemiotta  in  hk  diet,  not  foftidioofly  nice 
or  delicate  in*  the  choice  of  hk  dtthe%  hut  content 
with  any  thing  that  was  moft  in  fcafcn,  or  csriicft  to 
be  procured,  eating  and  drmking,  (according  to  the 
dtftmfliott  of  the  philofcpher)  that  he  might  Mv«\ 
and  net  living  that  he  might  eat  and  drink.  So 
that  probabfy  hi*  gout  defcended  by  inheritance  front 
one  or  ethet  of  h*s  parent?;  or  if  it  waa  of  hb  own 
acquiring  it  muft  have  been  owing  to  his  Auctions 
and  fedentary  life*  And  yet  he>  delighted  forms- 
times  in  waWang  and  ufing  exercife,  bnt  we  hear  no* 
thing  of  his  riding  or  hunting;  and  having  early 
learned  to  fence,  he  was  fuch  a  matter  of  his  fword, 
that  he  was  not  afraid  of  refenting  an  affront  front 
any  man  j  and  before  he  loft  his  fight,  his  principal 
recreation  was  theexeretfe  of  his  arms ;  but  after  ha 
jrasr  confined  by  age  and  bKndnefs,  he  had  a  ma- 
chine to  fwing  in  for  the  prefervation  of  his  hcakhi 
In  his  youth  he  was  accuftomed  to  fit  op  late  at  hk 
ftadies,  and  feldom  vent  to  bed  before  midnight  $ 
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but  afterwards,  'finding  it  t*  he  therein*  afihn  eyes* 
and  locking  onthip  cuftx>m  as  vfery  pernicious  to 
health  at  any  time,  he>ufed  to  go  to  reft  early,  £rl* 
dom  later  than  nine,  and  would  be.  fturing.  m  the 
ibmmer  at  four,  and  in  the  winter  at  five  i&dhe 
morning;  biW  if  her,#as  hot  di/pofed  to  rife  a^.tys 
nftial  hburs,  he  ftill^id -not  lie  fleeping,  but  had 
lbme  body  or  other  by  his  bed  fide  to  read  to  Urn) 
At  his  firft  rifing  he  had -uibally -a  chapter  rcad^ 
him  out  of  thfe  Hebrew  BiWe,  and  he  comnboqljr 
#udied  all'the  taorfting  till  twelve*  then  Hfed;  Jbqp* 
exercife  fbr:  an- four*  'afterwards  dined,  and  after 
dinner  played  on  the.orggn,  ,and  either  fung  himfelf 
or  made  his  wife  fing,  who  (he  faid)  had  a  good 
voice  but  519  ear  3  and  then  he  went  up  toiifaidgr 
agiintill  fix.  when  ;his-  friends  came  to  vifit  htoft 
and  fet  with  him  perhaps?  till  eight;  then  he  went 
doWr?  to  ftpper,  which  wa*  ufoally  olives  or  Home 
light  thing;  and  after  fupper  he  fmoked  ,his  pipet 
and  drank  a  glafs  of' water,  and  went  to  bed*  Htt 
loved  the  country,  fcfcd  commends  it,  as  poets  ufually 
do;  bttt  after  hi&  return  from  his  travels,  be  waa 
very  little  there,  except  during  the  time  of  the 
plague  in  London.  The  civil  war'  might  at  firft  de* 
tain  him  in  town;  and  the  pleafures  of  the  country 
were  in  a  great  meafure  loft  to  him,  as  they  do- 
pend  moftly  upon  fight,  whereas  a  blind  matt 
wahteth  company  and  converfation,  which  is  to  he 
had  better  in  populous  cities*  But  he  was  led  out 
fometirrtes  for  the  benefit  of  the  frefh  air,  and  ia 
warm  funny  weather  he  ufed  to  fit  at  the  door  of 
his  houfe  near  Bunhill  Fields,  and, there  as  well  as 
in   the  houfe  received   the  vifits    of  perfons   of 
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qffigBty  and  di&n&iaikti  for  fce  was  ijo  lefs  vi&ed  to 
the  kil  both  by  his  ow»  oouQtrymen  and  foreigner^ 
than  he  had  been  ifl  tts>  floriibing  condition  before 
the  Reiteration.  «        }    . 

Some,  objt&ksB  kidedd  .have  been  mqde_£o  hjs 
temper  $  and  I  -reipecabe*  there .  flr$$  a ,  tradition  19 
the  unweriity  of  Cambridge*  thatfheand  Mfi  Kiijg 
(whole  death  he  laments  ta.h&i'£¥fcfo&)  w$rei  cooif 
petitors  for  a  fellowship,  a »d  when.tljey  wsere  both 
equal  in  point  of  learning,  Mr.  King  was  prefegrftf 
fey  the  college  for  hi$  character  of  gpod  jpaftirct 
which  was  wanting  irrtho  otfyer;  «nd  this  was  by 
Milton  grievoufly  rbfentpd..  Bafl.rtbe  different  of 
their  ages,  Milton  being  *t  l&ft  f<smr  ysars  elder, 
renders  this  fitwry  not  very  pfob^ble  *  and  betides 
Mr.  King*  was.  jx>t  ele&ed  by  the  collegp,  but  was 
made  fellow  by  a  royal  mandate^  &  ithat  (here  £an 
be? no  truth  in. tljie tradition j  bufi  if  tj^fe  wasany,  it 
&  {np  fign  of  Milton's  refenttranc,  but  a  proof  of 
hH  geaerofity,  that  he  could  live  in  ;fuch  frie^j(hip 
with  a  fitocq&fcl  rival,  and  afterwards  fo  paffiong^lj 
lament  his  deceafe*    His  method  of  writing)  cpth 
troveriy  is  urged  as  another  argument. p^hisw^^f 
temper:   but  fomt  allowance  muft  be , made  %  th$ 
eufioms  and  manners  of  the  tiipe.  /  Controvi?f^iia* 
well  as  war,  was  rougher. and  more  barbagou^  i# 
thofe  dap,  than  it  is  in  thefe.     And  it  is  %a  tje  jcqn- 
fidered  too,  that  his  adverfaries  firft  began  the  ^tr 
tack;, they  loaded <  him  with  pauch:nipre  perioral 
*fcu&j*  only  they  had  not  the  advantage  of  fo  much 
witto  feafon  it.    If  he  had  engaged  with  more  can* 
did  and  ingenuoys,  difputants,  he  would  have  pre- 
Jferred  civility  and  fair  argument  to  wit  and  fatir: 
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**  to  do  fo  was  tiiy  <Aoice,  and  to  -&»*  -ddrte  *hu« 
*-Was  ifcy  chance,**  as  fee  «*prcfie$i  hitofeif  in  ifee 
«ondufion  of  ottfe  of  bk  c&ftiwerfial  pieces.  AH 
who  have  written  any  accounts  of  hi6  life  agree,  fliA 
lie  wis  affable  and  inft*B<a$*e  in  cttnverfattefi,  dF  an 
tequal  and  cfcetofhl  temper;  tod  yit  I  cah  tttffty 
fcclfeve,  that  hte  had  a  fcfikfent  feufe  ctf  hk  own 
merits,  and  contempt  enough  for  his  adverfarfes/ 

His  merits  indeed  were  fingokr?  for  he  wa£  & 
«aft  not  only  of  wonderful  genios,  hut  of  imfottttffe 
learning  and  erttdkiott;  not  only  an  inoompfcrahlfe 
poet,  hut  a  great  mathematician*  IqgfciAn,  hifterian, 
and  #rine.     He  wis  a  matter  iiot  only  of  ifceCreek 
end  liatin,  but  likewife  of  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee, 
and  Syriac,  as  well  as  *f  the  ffiodern  knguagesf, 
Italian,  French,  and'Spanifti.    He  was  particularly 
Htflled  in  the  Italian,  which  be  always  preferred'  t6 
the  French  language,  as  ^11  die  riien  of  letters  did  Jet 
that  time  in  England;  and  he  not  only  wrote  ele^ 
gantly  in  it,  but  is  highly  commended  for  hk  Writ- 
ings by  the  tnoft  learned  of  the  Italians  thertff<<l<tesf, 
a!rW  especially  by  the  members  of  that  celebrated 
academy  called  refla  Orufca,  which  was  dftablifhttA 
at  Florence  for  the  refining  and  perfe&ing  of  the 
Tufcan  language.    He  had  read  almoft  all  authors, 
&hd  improved  by  aH,  even  by  romances,  of  which 
he  had  been  fond  in  his  younger  years;  and  as  the 
bee  can  extract  honey  out  of  weeds,  fo  (to  ufe  hk 
own  woirds  in    his    Apology    for    Sme&ymnuus^ 
**  thofe  books,  which  to  many  6&ers  havd>6£ft  the 
4t  foel  of  wantonnefi  and  loofe  living,   proved  to 
4f  him  fo  many  incitements  to  the  love  and  ofc- 
<c  feration  of  virtue/'     His  favorite  author  after 
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the  H^iSqrjgXtir^  wa?  Homer.    Horner  be  cmdd 
repeat  a«pgft,-all  i^bout  books  and  he  was  adrifed 
touiwef^fcc  .atoanflatjon  of  bis  W[orks,  wh#i  do 
dottbt^he  would  Mw  executed  to  a<kwati«a.    But 
{as  he  fays  of  himfclf  in  bis  pofifcripfc  fa  the  Judg- 
ment of  Martin  JBueer)  "  he  ©ever  could  delight  ia 
u  Ipnjeitetiow,  much  le&  in  whole  tradu^on.^ 
And  accordingly  there  are  few  things,  and  thofe  of 
pa  great;  kf«th,  *hkh  he  has  tvec  traaflated.    He 
^  jjp&fled  too  much,  of  an  original  genius  to  be 
a^me^  copyer*    #c  Whether  it  be  natural  difpoiiiiaa> 
"  j&y$  fee,  or  «&cat»pQ.ui  qae,  or  that  ray  mother 
"  bore  pie  a  fpeaker  p£  what  God  made  mv  own* 
",fu*d;  pot  a  translator."    And  k  is  fomewhat  «* 
np-kable>  that  there  is  fcarcc  any  author,  who  has 
written  fp  much,  gnd  »pon  f«ch  varices  &hje6fc% 
*p4  yetqupte*  fo,  little  from  his  OMaeimxsary  au<- 
tJK**t  9^h  feldow  j^ntioafl  any  of  vuuxu    He 
pft^iqs.  $fflden  indeed  in  more* plaoep  than  pac,  but 
fjpfi  v^he  reft  he  appears  di&ofed  to  cen&ure  rather 
t£ft*  qQpwiend.    After  his  teverer  ftudies,  and  alter 
dgmapr  <as  we  obferved  before,  he  ufed  to  dissert  and 
.m^od  his  raind  with  playing  upon  the  organ  or 
A^&rvio],  which  was  a  great  *elie*  to  him  attar  he 
ftfld;k>ft  his  fight;  for  he  wasra  inafter  of  iw$c  as 
^ff^pkhthtXy  and  he  could  perform  both,  vocally 
'and  taiWumentally,  and  it  is  laid  that  he  oompofed 
ISfiyweO,   thoy  nothing  of  this  kkid  is  handed 
/^f^rn  to  U8«    It  is  alfo  {aid  that  he  had  foine  IkiH 
Jf^Jfumi&^u  well  as  in  mufic,  and  that  fcmewhne 
or  4  other  there  is  a  head  of  Milton  drawn  by  him* 
f#f :  but  he  was  bleffed  with  fo  many  real  excel- 
lences, that  there  is  no  want  qf  fiftitioqs  ones  to 
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raifeand  adorn  his  character.  He  had  a  quick  ap^ 
pochcufion,  a  foblimc  imagination,  a  ftrong  me- 
mory, a  piercing  judgment,  a  wit  always  ready, 
and  facetious  or  grave  as  the  occafion  required :  and 
I  know  not  whether  the  lofs  of  his  fight  did  net 
.add  vigor  to  the  faculties  of  his  mind.  He  at  lcaft 
thought  fo,  and  often  comforted  himfelf  with  that 
xcfle&ion. 

But  his  great  parts  and  learning  have  fcarcely  gain- 
ed him  more  admirers,  than  his  political  principles 
iave  raifed  him  enemies*  And  yet  the  darling  p&£» 
fion  of  his  foul  was  the  love  of  liberty ;  this  was  his 
jconftant  aim  and  end,  however  he  might  be  miftaken 
in  the  means.  He  was  indeed  very  zealous  in  what 
was  called  the  good  old  cauie,  and  with  his  fpirit 
and  his  refolution  k  is  fomewhat  wonderful,  that 
he  never  ventured  his  perfon  ia  the  civil  war;  but 
tho'  he  was  not  in  arms,  he  was  not  una&ive,  and 
thought,  I  fuppofe,  that  he  could  be  of  more  fer- 
vice  to  the  caufe  by  his  pen  than  by  his  (word*  He 
was  a  thorough  republican,  and  in  this  he  thought 
like  a  Greek  or  Roman,  as  he  was  very  converfant 
with  their  writings.  And  one  day  Sir  Robert 
Howard,  who  was  a  friend  to  Milton  as  well  as  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  was  one  of  his  con- 
stant vifitors  to  the  laft,  inquired  of  him  how  he 
came  to  fide  with  the  republicans.  Mikon  an- 
fwered  among  other  reafons,  becaufe  theirs  was  the 
inoft  frugal  government,  for  the  trappings  of  a  mo- 
narchy might  fet  up  an  ordinary  commonwealth. 
But  then  his  attachment  to  Cromwell  muft  be  con- 
demned, as  being  neither  confident  with  his  re- 
publican principles,    nor  with  his  love  of  liberty. 
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Aad  I  Juiow  »b  other  way  of  accounting  for  lap 
conduct,  but  by  prc&miog  (as  I  think  we  may  tta^ 
fonably  prefuxne)  that  he  was  fer.  from  entirely  ap- 
proving -4>f  £romwe&s  proceedings,  but  confidercd 
htti  afc  the  only  perfon*  who  ctfuld  refcue  the  na- 
tion ik>nfc.  the  tyxanny  of  the  Pr«<byterian$;  wh» 
he  iaw  were  ere&ing  a  werfe  Hemtftion  of  their 
own  upon  the  ruins  of  prclatical  epifcopacy  j  and  of 
att4$f$s  he  dreade$  fpirkual  flavefy,  and  therefore 
eb&&  with  CromwUlI  and  the  Independents,  as  he 
expedfed  under  theni  greater  liberty  of  conscience. 
Add-Jfh<y  he  jferved  Cromwell,  yet  it  muil  be  faid 
for  hkn,  that  be^ferved  a  great  rtiafter,  and  ferved 
Htatartfty,  and  was  not  wanting  from  time  to  time 
iff  srtftg  him  excellent  good  advice,  especially  m 
tafanfecond  Defcnfe :  and  fo  little  being  laid  of1  him 
iff*4li  ^Secretary  Thurloe's  flatc-papers,  it  appeals 
t&MF  bit  had  no  great  (hare  in  <he  fecrets  and  UN 
trteief^tof  government ;  what  he  difpatched  wai 
lktlfe  more  than  matters  of  neceflary  form,  letters 
aw!  anfwers  to  foreign  dates ;  and  he  may  be  jufti- 
fied  for  adtirig  in  fuch  a  ftation,  upon  the  feme 
ptfftcipfe  as  Sir  Matthetf  Hale  for  holding  a  Judge's 
ctrfnmiilion  under  the  ufurper:  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  frequently  exprefled  to  his  friends 
hi*  entire  fatisfaftion  of  mind,  that  he  had  conftantjy 
employed  his  ftrength  and  faculties  in  the  defenfe  of 
Wswty,  "and  in  oppofition  to  flavery. 

Ih  matters  of  religion  too  he  na*  given  as  great 
oflfcftfc/or  even  greater*  than  by  his  political  pria-* 
ciplesf.  £ut  ftill  let  not  the  infidel  glory:  no  fuch 
man  was  ever  of  that  party.  He  had  the  advan- 
tage of  a' pious  education,   and  ever  expfefled  the 
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profoundeft  reverence  of  die  Dehy  in  his  words  and 
anions,  was  both  a  Cfcriftian  and  a  Proteftant,  and 
fhidied  and  admired  the  Holy  Scriptures  above  all 
other  books  whatfoever ;  and  in  all  his  writings  he 

"plainly  fhoweth  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  as  well  in 
verfe  as  in  profe,  as  well  in  his  works  of  an  earlier 
date  as  in  thofe  of  later  compofition.  When  he 
wrote  the  Dodtrin  and  Difciplin  of  Divorce,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  Calvinift;  but  afterwards  he 
entertained  a  more  favorable  opinion  of  Arrainius. 

;Some  have  inclined  to  believe,  that  he  was  an  Arian  * 
but  there  are  more  exprefs  paflages  in  his  works  to 
overthrow  this  opinion,  than  any  there  are  to  con- 
firm it.  For  in  the  conclufion  of  his  treatife  of  Re- 
formation he  thus  folemnly  invokes  the  Trinity; 
€i  Thou  therefore  that  fitteft  in  light  and  glory 
ic  unapproachable,  Parent  of  Angels  and  Men! 
u  next  thee  I  implore  Omnipotent  King,  Re- 
fC  deemer  of  that  loft  remnant  whofe  nature  thou 
cc  didft  affume,  ineffable  and  everlafting  Love ! 
<c  And  thou  the  third  fubfiftence  of  divine  infini- 
fc  tude,  illumining  Spirit,  die  joy  and  folace  of 
created  things !  one  Tri-perfonal  Godhead !  look 
upon  this  thy  poor,  and  almoft  fpent  and  ex- 
"  piring  Church  &c."     And  in  his  tradt  of  Prela- 

.  tical  Epifcopacy  he  endevors  to  prove  the  fpuriouf- 
liefs  of  fome  epiftles  attributed  to  Ignatius,  becaufc 
they  contained  in  them  herefies,  one  of  which  he- 
refies  is,  that  c<  he  condemns  them  for  minifters  of 
*c  Satan,  who  fay  that  Chrift  is  God  above  all/* 
And  a  little  after  in  the  fame  trad  he  objedts  to  the 
authority  of  Tertullian,  becaufe  he  went  about  to 
"  prove  an  imparity  between  God  the  Father,  and 
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"  God  the  Son."  And  in  JVadif?  Loft  we  fhall 
find  nothing  upon  this  heady  that  is  not  perfectly 
agreeable  to  Scripture.  The  learned  Dr.  Trap,  who 
was  as  likely  to  cry  out  upon  herefy  as  any  roan,  af- 
ferts  that  the  poem  is  orthodox  in  every  part  of  it  5 
.or  otherwife  he  would  not  have  been  at  the  pains 
x>f  tranflating  it.  Neque  alienum  videtur  a  ftudiis 
viri  theologx  poema  magna  ex  parte  theologicum* 
omni  ex  parte  (rideant,  per  me  licet,  atque  ringan- 
tur  athei  et  infideles)  orthodoxum.  Milton  was  in- 
xleed  a  diffenter  from  the  Church  of  England,  in 
.which  he  had  been  educated,  and  was  by  his  pa- 
xents  defigned  for  holy  orders,  as  we  related  before  j 
but  he  was  led  away  by  early  prejudices  againft  the 
do&rin  and  difciplin  of  the  Church;  and  in  his 
.younger  years  .was  a  favorer  of  the  Prefbyterians  ;  in 
ids  middle  age  he  was  beft  pleafed  with  the  Inde- 
pendents and  Anabaptifts,  as  allowing  greater  liberty 
of  confeience  than  others,  and  coming  neareft  in  his 
opinion  to  the  primitive  practice  ;  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  ,ne  was  not  a  profeffed  member  of 
any  particular  fed  of  Chriftians,  he  frequented  no 
public  worfhip,  nor  ufed  any  religious  rite  in  his 
family.  Whether  fo  many  deferent  forms  of  worfhip 
as  he  had  feen,  had  made  him  indifferent  to  all 
forms;  or  whether  he  thought  that  all  Chriftians 
.had  in  fome  things  corrppted  the  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  the  Gofpel;  or  whether  -he  difliked  their 
endlefs  and  uncharitable  difputes,  and  that  love  of 
dominion  and  inclination  to  perfecution,  which  he 
faid  was  a  piece  of  Popery  infcparable  from  all 
Churches;  or  whether  he  believed,  that  a  man 
might  be  a  good  Chriftian  without  joifling  in  any 
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communion ;  or  whether  he  did  not  look  upon  himfeif 
as  infpired,  as  wrapt  up  in  God,  and  above  all  forms 
and  ceremonies,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determin :  to  bis  own 
majler  be  Jlandetb  or  falktb :  but  if  he  was  of  any 
denomination,  he  was  a  fort  of  a  Quietift,  and  was 
fiill  of  the  interior  of  religion  tho'  he  fo  little  re- 
garded the  exterior ;  and  it  is  certain  was  to  the  laft 
an  enthufiaft  rather  than  an  infidel.  As  enthufiafin 
made  Norris  a  poet,  fo  poetry  might  make  MiltoA 
An  enthufiaft. 

His  circumftances  were  never  very  mean,  nor  very 
great  j  for  he  lived  above  want,  and  was  not  inteiit 
upon  accumulating  wealth ;  his  ambition  was  more 
to  enrich  and  adorn  his  mind.  His  father  fupported 
him  in  his  travels,  and  for  fome  time  after.  Then 
his  pupils  muft  have  been  of  fome  advantage  to 
him,  and  brought  him  either  a  certain  ftipend  or 
confiderable  prefents  at  leaftj  and  he  had  fcarcely 
any  other  method  of  improving  his  fortune,  as  ht 
was  of  no  profeffion.  When  his  father  died,  he  in* 
herited  an  elder  fon's  fhare  of  his  eftate,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  which  I  believe  was  his  houfc  in 
Bread  ftreet :  And  not  long  after,  he  was  appointed 
Latin  Secretary  with  a  falary  of  200  /.  a  year ;  ib 
that  he  was  now  in  opulent  circumftances  for  a  man, 
who  had  always  led  a  frugal  and  temperate  life, 
and  was  at  little  unneceflary  expenfe  befides  buying 
of  books.  Tho'  he  was  of  the  viftorious  party,  yet 
he  was  far  from  fharing  in  the  fpoils  of  his  country. 
On  the  contrary  (as  we  learn  from  his  fecond  Dc- 
fenfe)  he  fuftained  great  lofles  during  the  civil  war, 
and  was  not  at  all  favored  in  the  impofition  of" 
taxes,  but  fometimes  paid  beyond  his  due  propor*- 
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tion.    And  upon  a  turn  of  affairs  he  was  not  only 
deprived  of  his  place,  but  alfo  loft  2000  /.  whicn 
he  had  for  fecurity  and  improvement  put  into  the 
Excife  Office.     He  loft  likewife  another  confider- 
tble  fum  for  want  of  proper  care  and  management, 
as  perfons  of  Milton's  genius  are  feldom  expert  in 
money  matters.     And  in  the  fire  of  London  his 
houfe  in  Bread  ftreet  was  burnt,  before  which  acci- 
dent foreigners  have  gone  out  of  devotion   (fays 
Wood)  to  fee  the  houfe  and  chamber  where  he  was 
born.     His  gains  were  inconfiderable  in  proportion 
to  his  loflesj   for  excepting  the  thoufand  pounds, 
ivhich  were  given  him  by  the  government  for  writ- 
ing his  Defenfe  of  the  people  againft  Salmafius,  we 
may  conclude  that  he  got  very  little  by  the  copies 
of  his  works,  when  it  doth  not  appear  that  He  re- 
ceived any  more  than  ten  pounds  for  Paradife  Loft. 
Some  time  before  he  died  he  fold  the  greateft  part 
of  his  library,   as  his  heirs  were  not  qualified  to 
make  &  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  as  he  thought  that  he 
could  diipole  of  it  to  greater  advantage  than  they 
could  after  his  deceafe.    And  finally  by  one  means 
or  other  he  died  worth  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  befides  his  houfhold  goods,  which  was  no 
incompetent  fubfiftence  for  him,  who  was  as  great 
a  philofopher  as  a  poet. 

To  this  account  of  Milton  it  njay  be  proper  to  add 
fomething  concerning  his  family.  We  faid  before, 
that  he  had  a  younger  brother  and  a  fitter.  His 
brother  Chriftopher  Milton  was  a  man  of  totally 
oppofit  principles  $  was  a  ftrong  royalift,  and  after 
the  civil  war  made  his  compofition  thro '  his  bro- 
ther's intereft }  had  beep  entered  young  a  ftudent  in 
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the  Inner  Temple,  of  which  houfe  he  lived  to  btf 
an  ancient  bencher;  and  being  a  profeflcd  papift, 
was  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  made  a  judge  and 
knighted ;  but  foon  obtained  his  quietus  by  reafori 
6f  his  age  and  infirmities,  and  retired  to  Ipfwich, 
where  he  lived  all  the  latter  part  of  his  life.    His 
fifler  Anne  Milton  had  a  confiderable  fortune  given 
her  by  her  father  in  marriage   with  Mr.  Edward 
philips  (fon  of  Mr.  Edward  Philips  of  Shrewsbury) 
who  coming  young  to  London  was  bred  up  in  the 
Crown  Office  in  Chancery,  and  at  length  became 
fecondary  of  the  office  under  Mr.  Bembo.     By  him 
(he  had,  befides  other  children  who  died  infants, 
two  fons  Edward  and  John,  whom  we  have  had 
frequent  occafion  to  mention  before.     Among  our 
author's  juvenile  poems  there  is  a  copy  of  verfes  on 
the  death  of  a  fair  jnfant,  a  nephew,  or  rather  niece 
of  his,  dying  of  a  cough ;  and  this  being  written  ixi 
his  17th  year,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  title,  it  may  na- 
turally be  inferred  that  Mrs.  Philips  was  elder  than 
either  of  her  brothers.  She  had  likewife  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  who  died  very  young,  and  Anne  who 
was  living  in  1694,  by  a  fecond  hufband  Mr.  Tho- 
mas   Agar,    who    fucceeded    his    intimate    friend 
Mr.  Philips  in  his  place  in  the  Crown  Office,  which 
he  enjoyed  many  years,    and  left  to  Mr.  Thoma* 
Milton,    fon  of  Sir  Chriftopher  before  mentioned* 
As  for  Milton  himfelf  he  appears  to  have  been  no 
enemy  to  the  fair  fex  by  having  had  three  wives. 
What  fortune  he  had  with  any  of  them  is  no  where 
faid,  but  they  were  gentlemen's  daughters  $  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  he  married  them  all  maidens,  for 
(as  he  fays  in  his  Apology  for  Smeftymnuus,  which 
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was  writtpn  before  he  married  at  all)  he  cc  thought 
<c  with  them,  whp  both  in  prudence  and  elegance 
u  of  fpirit  would  choofe  a  virgin  of  mean  fortune* 
€<  honeftly  bred  before  the  wealthieft  widow."  But 
yet  he  feemeth  not  to  have  been  very  happy  in  any 
erf"  his  marriages;  for  his  firft  wife  had  juftly  oflfendedi 
him  by  her  long  abfence  and  feparation  from  him  ; 
the  fecond,  whofe  love,  fweetnefs,  and  goodnefs  he 
commends,  lived  not  a  twelvemonth  with  him;  and 
his  third  wife  is  faid  to  have  been  a  woman  of  a 
moft  violent  fpirit,  and  a  hard  mother  in  law  to  his 
children.  She  died  very  old,  about  twenty  years 
ago,  at  Nantwich  in  Cheshire:  and  from  the  ac- 
counts of  thofe  who  had  feen  her,  I  have  learned, 
that  flie  confirmed  feveral  things  which  have  been 
related  before;  and  particularly  that  her  hufban4 
ufed  to  compote  his  poetry  chiefly  in  winter,  and  on 
his  waking  in  a  morning  would  make  her  writ* 
down  fomdtimes  twenty  or  thirty  verfes :  and  being 
afked  whether  he  did  not  often  read  Homer  and 
Virgil,  (he  underftood  it  as  an  imputation  upon  him 
for  flealing  from  thofe  authors,  and  anfwered  with 
eagernefs  that  he  ftole  from  no  body  but  the  Mufe 
who  infpired  him ;  and  being  afked  by  a  lady  prefent 
who  the  Mufe  was,  replied  it  was  God's  grace,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  th^t  vifited  him  nightly.  She  wa* 
Kkewife  aiked  whom  he  approved  moft  of  our 
Englifti  poets,  and  anfwered  Spenfer,  Shakefpear, 
and  Cowley:  and  being  afked  what  he  thougnt  of 
Dryden,  (he  faid  Dry  den  ufed  fome  times  to  vifit 
him,  but  he  thought  him  no  poet,  but  a  good 
rimift :  but  this  was  before  Dryden  had  compofed 
his  beft  poems,  which  made  his  name  fo  famous 
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afterwards.    She  xva^Woftt  moreover  to  fey,  that  her 
hufband  was  applied  to  by  meflage  from  the  King* 
dnd  invited  to  write  for  the  Court,  but  his  anfwer 
ttfas,  that  fuch  a  behaviour  would  be  very  incon- 
fiftent  with  his  former  condud,  for  he  had  never 
^et  employed  his  pen  againft  his  confeience.    By  Jiis 
fifft  wife  he  had  four  children,  a  ion  who  died  an 
infant,  and  three  daughters  who  furvived  him  5  by 
his  fecond  wife  he  had  only  one  daughter,   who 
died  foon  after  her  mother,  who  died  in  childbed  ; 
and  by  his  laft  wife  he  had  no  children  at  alL     His 
daughters  were  not  fent  to  fchool,    but  were  in- 
flru&ed  by  a  miftrefc  kept  at  home  for  that  pur-* 
pofe :   and  he  himfelf,  excufing  the  eldeft  on  ac- 
count of  an  impediment  in  her  fpeech,  taught  the 
two  others  to  read  and  pronounce  Greek  and  Latin 
and  fevcral  other  languages,  without  underftanding 
any  but  Englifh,  for  he  ufed  to  fay  that  one  tongue 
was  enough'  for  a  woman :    but  this  employment 
was  very  irkfome  to  them,  and  this  together  with 
the  fharpnefs  and  feverity  of  their  mother  in  kw 
made  them  very  uneafy  at  home ;   and  therefore 
they  were  all  fent  abroad  to  learn  things  more  proper 
for  them,  and  particularly  imbroidcry  in  gold  and 
filver.     As  Milton  at  his  death  left  his  afiairs  very 
much  in  the  power  of  his  widow,  tho*  fhe  acknow- 
ledged that  he  died  worth  one  thoufend  five  hundred 
pounds,  yet  (he  allowed  but  one  hundred  pounds 
to  each  of  his  three  daughters.     Anne  the  eldeft  was 
decrepit  and  deformed,    but  had  a  very  handfome 
face*    fhe  married  a  mafter-builder,    and  died  iri 
childbed  of  he*-  firft  child,    who  died  with  her. 
Mary  the  fecond  lived  and  died  fing!$.    Deborah  the 
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^ronngpft  in  her  father's  life  time  went  over  to  Ire- 
land with  a  lady,   and  afterwards  was  married  to 
Mr.  Abraham  Clarke,  a  weaver  in  Spitde  Fields, 
and  died  in  Auguft  1727  in  the  76th  year  of  her 
age.    She  is  faid  to  have  been  a  woman  of  good  un~ 
Atrflanding  and. genteel  behaviour,  though  in  low 
cirdumftances.    As  ihe  had  been  often  called  upon 
to  read  Homer  and  Ovid's  Metamorphofis  to  her  fa- 
ther, ihe  could  have  repeated,  a  confidcrable  number 
of  verfes  from  the  beginning  of  both  thefe  poets,  as 
Mr.  Ward,  Profeflbr  of  Rhetoric  in  Grefham  Col- 
lege, relates  upon  his  own  knowledge :  and  another 
Gentleman  has  informed  me,  that  he  has  heard  her 
repeat  feveral   verfes    likewife   out    of  Euripides, 
Mr.  Addifon,  and  the  other  gentlemen,   who  had 
opportunities  of  feeing  her,  knew  her  immediately 
to  be  Milton's  daughter  by  the  fimilitude  of  her 
countenance  to  her  father's  pifture:  and  Mr,  Addifoa 
made  her  a  handfomc  prefent  of  a  purfe  of  guineas 
with  a  promife  of  procuring  for  her  fome  annual 
provifion  for  her  life;  but  his  death  happening  fooa 
after,    ihe  loft  the  benefit  of  his  generous  defign. 
She  received  prefents  likewife  from  feveral  other  gen* 
ilemen,  and  Queen  Caroline  fent  her  fifty  pounds  by 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Freind  the  phyfician.    She  had  ten 
children,  feven  fons  and  three  daughters  $  but  none 
of  them  had  any  children,  except  one  of  her  fons 
named  Caleb,  and  one  of  her  daughters  named  Eli* 
zabeth.     Caleb  went  to  Fort  St,  George  in  the  Eaft 
ladies,  where  he  married,  and  had  two  fons,  Abra- 
<ham  and  Ifaac;  the  elder  of  whom  came  to  England 
willi  die  late  governor  Harrifon,  but  returned  upon 
advice  Qf  bis  father's  death,  and  whether  he  or  his 
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brother  be  now  living  is  uncertain.  Elizabeth,  the 
youngeft  child  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  married  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Fofter  a  weaver  in  Spittle  Fields, 
and  had  feven  children  who  are  all  dead;  and  (he 
herfelf  is  aged  about  fixty,  and  weak  and  infirm* 
She  feemeth  to  be  a  good  plain  fenfible  woman,  and 
has  confirmed  feveral  particulars  related  above,  and 
informed  me  of  fome  others,  which  {he  had  often 
heard  from  her  mother :  that  her  grandfather  loft  two 
thoufand  pounds  by  a  moncy-fcrivener,  whom  he 
had  intruded  with  that  fum,  and  likewife  an  eftate 
at  Weftminfter  of  fixty  pounds  a  year,  which  be- 
longed to  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  and  was  reftored  to 
them  at  the  Reftoration :  that  he  was  very  temperate 
in  his  eating  and  drinking,  but  what  he  had  ne  al» 
ways  loved  to  have  of  the  bed :  that  he  feldom  went 
abroad  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  but  was  vifited 
feven  then  by  perfons  of  diftin&ion,  both  foreigners 
and  others :  that  he  kept  his  daughters  at  a  great 
tfiftance,  and  would  not  allow  them  to  learn  to  write, 
•which  he  thought  unneceflary  for  a  woman :  that 
her  mother  was  his  greateft  favorite,  and  could 
Tead  in  feven  or  eight  languages,  tho'  fee  underftood 
none  but  Englifti :  that  her  mother  inherited  his 
head-akes  and  diforders,  and  had  fuch  a  weaknefe 
in  her  eyes,  that  fhe  was  forced  to  make  ufe  of 
fpe&acles  from  the  age  of  eighteen ;  and  (he  herfelf* 
ihe  fays,  has  not  been  able  to  read  a  chapter  in  the 
Bible  thefe  twenty  years :  that  (he  was  miftaken  in 
informing  Mr.  Birch,  what  he  had  printed  upon  her 
authority,  that  Milton's  father  was  born  in  France  ; 
and  a  brother  of  hers  who  was  then  living  was  very 
angry  with  h^r  for  it,  and  like  a  true-born  English- 
man 
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man  refented  it  highly,  that  the  family  fhould  be 
thought  to  bear  any  relation  to  France :  that  Milton's 
fecond  wife  did  not  die  in  childbed,  as  Mr.  Philips 
and  Toland  relate,  but  above  three  months  after  ota 
confumption ;  and  this  too  Mr.  Birch  relates  upon  her 
authority;  but  in  this  particular  fhe  muft  be  miftaken 
as  well  as  in  the  other,  for  our  author's  fonnet  on  hi* 
deceafed  wife  plainly  implies,  that  fhe  did  die  in  child- 
bed. She  knows  nothing  of  her  aunt  Philips  or 
Agar's  defcendents,  but  believes  that  they  are  all  ex- 
tinct: as  islikewife  Sir  Chriftopher  Milton's  family, 
the  laft  of  which,  fhe  fays,  were  two  maiden  fitters, 
Mrs.  Mary  and  Mrs.  Catharine  Milton,  who  lived  and  * 
died  at  Highgate;  but  unknown  to  her,  there  is  a 
Mrs.  Milton  living  in  Grofvenor  ftrect,  the  gran- 
daughter  of  Sir  Chriftopher,  and  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Milton  before  mentioned :  and  (he  her- 
fclf  is  the  only  furvivor  of  Milton's  own  family,  un-> 
kfs  there  be  fome  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  fhe  very 
much  queflions,  for  fhe  ufed  to  hear  from  them 
fbmetimes,  but  has  heard  nothing  now  for  feveral 
years ;  fo  that  in  all  probability  Milton's  whole  family 
will  be  extin<ft  with  her,  and  he  can  live  only  in  his 
writings.  And  fuch  is  the  caprice  of  fortune,  this 
grandaughter  of  a  man,  who  will  be  an  everlafting 
dory  to  the  nation,  has  now  for  fome  years  with  her 
hufband  kept  a  little  chandler's  or  grocer's  fhop  for 
their  fubfiftence,  lately  at  the  lower  Holloway  in  the 
road  between  Highgate  and  London,  and  at  prefent 
in  Cock  Lane  not  far  from  Shortditch  Church.  Ano- 
ther thing  let  me  mention,  that  is  equally  to  the  ho- 
nor of  the  prefcnt  age.  Tho'  Milton  received  not 
above  ten  pound?  at  two  different  payments  for  the 
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copy  of  Paradife  Loft,  yet  Mr.  Hoyle  author  of  the 
trCfttifp  on  the  Game  of  Whift,  after  haying  difpofed 
gf  all  the  firft  impjeffion,  fold  the  copy  to  the  book- 
ieller,.  as  I  have  been  informed,  for  two  hundred 
guineas. 

.    As  we  have  had  occafion  to  mention  more  than 
once  Milton's  manufcripts  prefcrved  in  the  library  of 
Trinity  College  in  Cambridge,  it  may  not  be  un- 
grateful to  the  reader,  if  we  give  a  more  particular 
account  of  them,  before  we  conclude.  There  are,  as 
we  faid,  two  draughts  of  a  letter  to  a  friend  who  had 
importuned  htm  to  take  orders,  together  with  a  Ton- 
oet  on  his  being  arrived  to  the  age  of  twenty  three : 
and.  by  there  being  two  draughts  of  this  letter  with 
fever*!  alterations  and  additions,  it  appears  to  have 
been  written  with  great  care  and  deliberation  ^  and 
both  the  draughts  have  been  publifhed  by  Mr.  Birch 
in  his  Hiftorkal  and  Critical  Account  of  the  life  and 
writings  of  Milton.     There  'arc  alfo  fcveral  of  his 
poems,  Arcades,  At  a  folemn  mufic,  On  time,  Upon 
the  circumcifion,  the  Mafk,  Lycidas,  with  five  or  fix 
of  his  fonnets,  all  in  his  own  hand- writing:  and  there 
are  fome  others  of  his  fonnets  written  by  different 
hands,  being  moft  of  them  compofed  after  he  had  loft 
his  fight.     It  is  curious  to  fee  the  firft  thoughts  and 
fubfequent  corre&ions  of  fo  great  a  poet  as  Milton : 
but  it  is  remarkable  in  thefe  manufcript  poems,  that 
he  doth  not  often  make  his  ftops,  or  begin  his  lines 
with  great  letters.      There  are  likewife  in  his  own 
hand-writing  different  plans  of  Paradife  Loft  in  the 
form  of  a  tragedy :  and  it  is  an  agreeable  amufement 
to  trace  the  gradual  progrefs  and  improvement  of  fuch 
a  work  from  its  firft  dawnings  in  the  plan  of  a  tragedy 
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it?fbll  luftrc  in  Uri  epic  poem.  And'  together  with 
the  plans  of  Paradife  Loft  there  are  the  plans  or  fub- 
je&s  of  feveral  other  intended  tragedies,  fome  taken 
from  the  Scripture,  others  from  the  Britifh  or  Scotifh 
hiftories:  and  of  the  latter  the  laft  mentioned  is  Mac- 
beth, as  if  he  had  an  inclination  to  try  his  fltength 
with  Shakefpear;  and  to  reduce  the  play  more  to  the 
unities,  he  propofes  €<  beginning  at  the  arrival  of 
€t  Malcolm  at  Macduff;  the  matter  of  Duncan  may 
"  be  etfprefled  by  the  appearing  of  his  fchoft."  Theft 
manufcripts  of  Milton  were  found  by  the  learned 
Mr.  Profeflbr  Mafon  among  fome  other  old  papery 
which,  hefays,  belonged  to  Sir  Henry  Ne  wton  Pucker^ 
ing,  who  was  a  confiderable  benefe&or  to  the  libraty : 
^nd  Tor  the  better  prefervation  of  fuch  truly  valuablft 
rpliqiTes,  they  were  collected  together,  and  handfomely 
.  bound  in  a  thin  folio  by  the  care  arid  at  the  charge  of 
43l  perfon,  who  is  now  very  ejn&ent  in  his  profeffion; 
and  was  always  a  lover  of  the  Mules,  and  at  that 
time  a  fellow  of  .Trinity  College,  Mr.  Clarke,  one 
ef  his  Majefty's  counfel.  '  '& 
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PARADISUM    AMISSAM 

SUMMI POET^ 

JOHANNIS    MILTONL 
U I  legis  Amiflam  Paradifum,  grandia  magni 


Carmina  Miltoni,  quid  nifi  cun&a  legis  ? 
Res  cun&as,  &  cundtarum  primordia  rerum, 

Et  feta,  &  fines  continet  ifte  liber. 
Intima  panduntur  magni  penetralia  mundi, 

Scribitur  &  toto  quicquid  in  orbe  latet : 
Terraeque,  tra&ufque  maris,  ccelumque  profiindum, 

Sulphureumque  Erebi,  flammivomumquefpecus: 
Quaeque  colunt  terras,  pontumque,  &  Tartara  qaeca1 

Quaeque  colunt  fummi  lucida  regna  poli : 
Et  quodcunque'ullis  conclufum  eft  finibus  ufquam, 

Et  fine  fine  Chaos,  &  fine  fine  Deus : 
Et  fine  fine  magis,  fi  quid  magis  eft  fine  fine, 

In  Chrifto  erga  homines  conciliates  amor. 
Haec  qui  fperaret  quis  crederet  effe  fiitura  ? 

rEt  tamen  haec  hodie  terra  Britanna  legit. 
O  quantos  in  bella  duces !  quae  protulit  arma ! 

Quae  canit,  &  quanta  praelia  dira  tuba ! 

Cceleftes  acies !  atque  in  certamine  caelum ! 

Et  quae  cceleftes  pugna  deceret  agros ! 
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Quantus  in  <2Bthereis  toHifrfe  Lucifer  armis ! 

Atque  ipfo  graditur  vix  Michaele  minor! 
Quantis,  &  quam  ftmeftis  cbncurrifar  iris> 

Du*i  fertiis  hie  fteflas  protegit,  ille  rapiti      ■   • 
Dum  vulfos  ftiofttes  ecu  tela  recipr  oea  tojrqtient 

Et  non  mortali  defoper  igne  pluunt : 
Stat  dubius  cui  fe  parti  coftcedat  Olympus, 

Et  mctuk  pugnae  non  ifopereffe  fuae. 
At  fimul  in  cgbIjs  Mefike  infignk  folgcnt, 

Et  currus  amines,  armaque  cUgna  Deo, 
Horfenddmqtie  rote  ftrident,  &  faeva  rotarum 

Erumpurit  torvis  fulguta^Iuminibus, 
Et  flammae  vibraiit,  &  rcraionitrtia  rauco 

Admiftis  fhmrdis  iiifonucrc  polo : 
Excidit  attonitis  mens  omnis,  &  impetus  omnis, 

Et  caffis  dextris  irrita  tela  tadunt; 
Ad  pcenas  fugiunt,  &  ceu  foret  Oreus  afylum* 

Infernis  certant  coridere:fe  tenebris. 
Cedite  Romani  Scriptores,  ceditc  Graii, 

Et  quos  fema  recens  vel  edebravit  anus. 
Hxc  quicunque  leget  tantum  cccinifle  putabit 

Maeonidcm  ranas,  Virgilium  cuiices. 

Samuel  Bahrow/M.D. 
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On  •  P  a  it-a'd  tfk-tfii  -L  bviv  *  ■  ' 

T^HENIbcheMthePoeU«^  , 

*  *     In  flender  book  his  vaft  dcfign  unfold, 
Meffi^h  crown'd,  God's  reconcil'd  decree, 
'  Rebelling  Angels,  the  forbidden  tree, 
Heav'n,  Hell,  Earth,  Cbao*,  alls  the  argument 
Held  me  a  while  mifdoubiiag  jxis  intent, 
That  he  would  ruin  (for  I  kw  him  ftrong) 
The  facred  truths  to  fable  and  old  foog, 
(So  Sampfon  grop'd  the  temple's  polls  in  fpite)       L 
The  world  overwhelming  to  revenge  his  fights    - 

Yet  as  I  read,  ibon  growing  left  fevcre, 
I  lik'd  his  projeft,  the  fuccefc  did  fear; 
Through  that  wide  field  how  he  his  way  fhould  find* 
O'er  which  lame  faith  leads  nnderftanding  blind  j 
Left  he  perplex'd  the  things  he  would  explain,      \ 
And  what  was  eafy  he  fhould  render  vain*  • 

Or  if  a  work  fo  infinite  he  fpana'd, 
Jealous  I  was  that  fome  left  fkilful  hand 
(Such  ^  difquiet  always  what  is  well, 
And  by  ill  imitating  would  excel) 
Might  hence  prefume  the  whole  creation's  day 
To  change  in  fcenes,  and  fhbw  it  in  a  play. 
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Pardon  wr  Mighty  Poet,  nardefjiife 
My  caiifelcfs,  yet  not  impious,  furmife. 
But  I  am  now  ct>hHht9dx, ' and  honb  ^111  dare   *  f 
Within  thy  Ifcbow  to  pretend  a  Atfre.  '  ' 

Thou  haft  Btot  nrffs'd  one  thought  that  could  be  fit,  T 
And  all  that  was  improper  doft  omit : 
So  that  iKxrtttm  is  here  for  waiters  left, 
But  to  detect  their  ignorance  or  theft. 

That  majcfty  which  through  thy  work  doth  reign, 
Draws  the  devout,  deterring  the  profane. 
And  tilings  divine  thou  trcat'ft  of  in  fuch  ftate 
As  them.  prefervcs,  and  thee,  inviolate. 
At  once  delight  and  hqrror  on  us  feife, 
Thou  fing'ft  with  fo  much  gravity  and  eafc $ 
And  above  human  flight  doft  (bar  aloft 
With  plume  fo  ftrong,  fo  equal,  and  fo  foft. 
The  bird  nam'd  from  that  Paradife  you  fing 
So  never  flags,  but  always  keeps  on  wing. 

Where  couldft  thou  words  of  fuch  a  compafs  find? 
Whence  furnifh  fuch  a  vaft  expenfe  of  mind  ? 
Juft  Heav'n  thee  like  Tirefias  to  requite 
Rewards  with  prophecy  thy  lofs  of  fight, 

Wel|  might'ft  thou  fcorn  thy  readers  to  allur* 
With  tinkling  rime,  of  thy  own  fenfc  fecurej 

Jol.  I.  H  While 
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While  the  Town-Bays  writes  all  the  while  and  {pells* 

And  like  a  pack-horie  tires  without  his  bejls; 

Their  fancies  like  our  bufhy-points  appear, 

The  poets  tag  them,  we  for  fe(hioo  weaj>     t         #. 

I  too  iraniparted  by.  the  mode  offend* 

And  while  I  meant  to  Praifc  thee  mull  Cpmmend. 

Thy  verfe  crowed  like  thy  theme  frb%ie,  . 

In  number,  weight,  and  meafore,  needs  not  rime.  • 


Andrew  Mahvex^ 
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T    H,  E   (!y    ERSE. 

THE  meafure  is  Engltth  heroic  verfe  without 
rime,  as  that  of  Hornet  in  Greek,  and  of  Virgil 
in  Latin;  rime  being  no  neqeflary.  adjuncT  or  true 
ornament  of  poem  or  good  verfe,  in  longer  works 
efpecially,  but  the  invention  of  a  barbarous  age,  to 
fet  off  wretched  matter  .and  lame  meter ;  grac'd  in* 
deed  fince  by  the  ufe  of  foiae  famous  modern  poets, 
carried  away  by  cuftom,  but  much  to  their  own 
vexation,  hindrance,  and  constraint  to  exprefs  many 
thiogs  otherwke,  and  for  the  moft  part  worfe  than 
elfe  thev  would  have  expfeft'd  them.  Not  without 
cauie  therefore  ibrae  both  Italian  and  Spaatih  poet* 
ef  prime,  note  have  rejected  rime  both  in  longer  and 
morter  works,  as  have  alfo  long  fince  our  beft  Englifli 
tragedies,  as  a  thing  of  kfdf,  to  all  judicious  eare> 
trivial  and  of  no  true  mufical  delight  >  which  confifts 
only  in  apt  numbers,  fit  quantity  of  fyUabks,  and  the 
fcnfe  varkmfly  drawn  out  from  one  verfe  into  ano- 
ther, not  in  the  jingling  found  of  like  endings,  a 
fault  avoided  by  the  learned  Ancients  both  in  poetry 
«id  all  good  oratory.  This  neglect  then  of  rime  to 
little  is  to  be  taken  for  a  deleft,  though  it  may  feem 
fo  perhaps  to  vulgar  readers,  that  it  rather  is  to  be 
efteemed  an  example  fet,  the  firft  in  EnglUh,  of  an- 
cient liberty  recovered  to  heroic  poem,  from  the 
froubiefbme  and  modern  bondage  of  riming. 
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Critiqjje  upon  the  Paradise  Lost. 
By    Mr.   ADDISON. 

Gedite  Romani  Scriptores,  ccdite  Graii.      Propcrt. 


THERE^is  nothing  in  nature 
mow  irkfome  than  general 
difcourfes,  efpeciaUy  when  they 
turn  chiefly  upon  words.  For  this 
reafon  I  (hall  wave  the  difcuffion  of 
that  point  which  was  ftarted  fome 
years  fince,  Whether  Milton's  Pa- 
jadife  Loft  may  be  called  an  Heroic 
Poem?  .  Thofe  who  will  not  give 
it  that  tide,  may  call  it  (if  they 
pleafe)  a  Divine  Poem.  It  will' be 
Sufficient  to  its  perfection,  if  k  has 
in  it  all  the  beauties  of  the  higheft 
kind  of  poetry ;  and  as  for  thofe 
who  allege  it  is  not  an  heroic 
poem,  they  advance  no  more  to 
the  diminution  of  it,  than  if  they 
fhould  fay  Adam  is  notiEneas,  nor 
Eve  Helen. 

I  (hall  therefore  examia  k  by 
the  rules  of  epic  poetry,  and  fee 
Whether  k  falls  fhort  of  the  Iliad 
or  i£nesd,  in  the  beauties  whiah 
are  eftential  to  that  kind  of  writing. 
The  firft  thing  to  be  confider'd  m 
an  epic  poem,  is  the  fable,  which  - 
is  perfed  or  imperfect,  according 
as  the  action  wnich  it  relates  is 
more  or  left  fo.  This  action  mould 
have  three  qualifications  in  it.  Firft, 
It  fhould  be  but  One  action.  Se- 
condly, It  mould  be  an  Entire  ac- 
tion ;  and  Thirdly,  It  fhould  be  a 
Great  action.  To  confider  the 
action  of  the  Iliad,  jEneid,   and 


Paradife  Loft,  in  thefe  three  feve~ 
ral  lights.  Homer  to  preferve  the 
unity  of  hir  action  haftens  into  die 
midft  of  things,  as  Horace  has  ob- 
fcrved :  Had  he  gone  up  to  Leda's 
egg,  or  begun  much  later,  even  at 
the  rape  of  Helen,  or  the  inveftmg 
of  Troy,  it  is  manifeft  that  the 
ftory  of  the  poem  would  have  been 
a  ^eries  of  feveral  actions.  He 
therefore  opens  his  poem  with  the 
difcord  of  his  princes,  and  artfully 
interweaves,  m  the  feveral  fuc* 
ceeding  parts  of  it,  an  account  of 
every  thing  material  which  relates 
to  them,  and  had  palled  before  this 
fatal  difienfton.  After  the  fame 
manner,  JEncta  makes  his  firft  ap- 
pearance in  the  Tyrrhene  feas,  and 
within  figjit  of  Italy,  becaufe  the 
action  propofed  to  be  celebrated 
was  that  of  his  fettling  himfelf  in 
Latium.  But  becaufe  it  was  necef- 
fkry  for  the  reader  to  know  what 
had  happened  to  him  in  the  taking 
of  Troy,  and  in  the  preceding 
parts  of  his  voyage,  Virgil  makes 
his  hero  relate  it  by  way  of  epsfode 
in  the  fecond  and  third  books  of 
the  iEneid  :  the  contents  of  both 
which  books  come  before  thofe  of 
the  firft  book  in  the  thred  of  the 
ftory,  tho'  for  preferving  of  thb 
unity  of  action,  they  follow  it  in  the 
difpofition  of  the  poem.    Milton, 
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in  imitation  of  thefe  two  great 
poets,  open*  his  Paradifc  Loft  with 
in  infernal  council  plotting  the  fell 
of  Man,  which  is  the  action  he 
propofed  to  celebrate ;  and  as  for 
thole  great  a&ons,  the  battle  of 
the  Angels,  and  the  creation  of  the 
world,  (which  preceded  in  point 
of  time,  and  which,  in  my  opinion, 
would  have  entirely  deftroyed  the 
unity  of  his  principal  a&on,  had 
he  related  them  in  the  fame  order 
mat  they  happened)  he  caft  them 
into  the.  fifth,  fixth  and  fcventh 
books,  by  way  of  epifbde  to  this 
noble  poem. 

Anftotle  himfelf  allows,  that 
Homer  hat  nothing  to  boaft  of  as 
to  the  unity  of  his  fable,  tho'  at 
the  feme  time  that  great  critic  and 
fhflofopher  endevors  to  palliate 
this  imperfe&ion  in  the  Greek  poet 
by  imputing  it  in  fomc  meafure  to 
the  very  nature  of  an  epic  poem. 
Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
die  jEneid  alio  labors  in  this  parti- 
cular, and  has  epiibdes-  which  may 
be  looked  upon  as  excrefcencies 
rather  than  as  parts  of  the  a&ion. 
On  the  contrary,  die  poem,  which 
we  have  now  under  our  confedera- 
tion, hath  no  other  epiibdes  than 
fech  as  naturally  arae  from  the 
febjed,  and  yet  is  filled  with  fuch 
a  multitude  of  aftonifhing  inci- 
dents, that  it  gives  us  at  the  fame- 
lime  a  pleafure  of  the  greateft  va- 
riety, and  of  the  greateft  fimpli- 
city;  uniform  in  its  nature,  tho9 
dmrfified  in  the  execution. 

I  muft  observe  aMb,  that,  as  Vir» 
gilin  the  poem  which  was  defigned 
to  celebrate  die  original  of  the  Ro- 
man  empire,  has  defcribed  the  barm 
of  its  great  rival,  the  Carthaginian 
common- wealth :  Milton,  with  the 


like  art  in  his  poem  on  the  fell  of 
Man,  has  related  the  fell  of  thofe 
Angels  who  are  his  profeued  ene- 
mies. Befide  die  many  other  beau- 
ties in  fuch  an  epifbde,  its  run- 
ning parallel  with  the  great  aftion 
of  the  poem,  hinders  it  from  break- 
ing the  unity  fo  much  as  another 
epuode  would  have  done,  that  had 
not  fo  great  an  affinity  with  die 
principal  fubjed.  Inihort,  this  is 
the  fame  kind  of  beauty  which  the 
critics  admire  in  the  Spanim  Fryar, 
or  the  Double-  Difcovery,  where 
die  two  different' plots  look  hke> 
counterparts  and  copiesof  one  ano- 
ther. .  . 
-  ThefecondquaHficatioivrequired 
in  the  aftion  of  an  epic  poem  is, 
that  it  mould  be  an  entire  a&on : 
An  a&on  is  entire  when  it  is  com- 
plete in  all  its  parts ;  or  as  Ariftotle 
defcribes  it,  when  it  confifts  of  a 
beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end. 
Nothing  fhould  go  before  it,  be  in- 
termix'd  with  it,  or  follow  after  it, 
that  is  not  related  to  it.  As  on  the 
contrary,  no  Angle  ftep  mould  be 
omitted  in-that  jim  and  regular  pro- 
grefs  which  it  muft  be  fuppofea  to. 
take  from  its  original  to  its  con- 
tamination; Thus  we  fee  the  anger 
of  Achilles  in  its  birth,  its  conti- 
nuance, and  effects;  and  j£neas's 
fetdement  in  Italy,  carried  on 
through  all  the  oppositions  in  his 
way  to  it  bodi  by  lea  and  land. 
The  action  m  Milton  excels  (I 
think)  both  die  former  in  this  par- 
ticular; we  feeJt  contrived  in  Hell, 
executed  upon  Earth,  and  puniihed 
by  Heaven.  The  parts  of  it  aao 
told  in  the  moft  diftin&  manner, 
and  grow  out  of  one  another  in  the 
moft  natural  order. 
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The  third  qualification  of  an 
•pic  poem  is  its  greatnefe.  The 
anger  of  Achillea  was  of  fock  con- 
Sequence,  that  it  embroiled  the 
kings  of  Greece,  deftroyed  the  he- 
joesof  Afia,  and  engaged  all  the 
Gods  in  raclkms.  itneas's  fettle- 
ment  in  Italy  produced  the  Carfare, 
and  gare  birth  to  the  Roman 
empire.  Milton's  fobje&  was  ftill 
greater  than  either  of  die  former; 
X  does  not  deterxnin  die  fate  of 
fingle  perfons  or  nations,  bat  of  a 
whole  fpeaea,  The  united  Powers 
of  Hell  are  joined  together  for  the 
dcftni&km  of  mankind,  which  they 
effected  in  part,  and  would  have 
completed,  had  not  Omnipotence 
itfelf  interpofed.  The  principal 
a&ors  are  Man  in  his  greaozft  per- 
fedion,  and  Woman  in  her  hfgheft 
beauty.  Their  enemies  are  the 
fidlen  Angels:  The  Meffiah  their 
friend,  and  the  Almighty  their  pro- 
teclor.  In  ftiort,  every  thing  that 
is  great  in  the  whole  circle  of  be- 
ing, whether  within  the  verge  of 
nature,  or  out  of  it,  has  a  proper 
part  affigned  it  in  this  admirable 
peem. 

In  poetry,  as  in  architecture,  not 
only  the  whole,  but  the  principal 
members,  and  every  part  of  them, 
ihould  be  great.  I  will  not  pre- 
fumetofay,  that  the  book  of  games 
in  the  iEneid,  or  that  in  die  Iliad, 
are  not  of  this  nature,  nor  to  re- 
prehend Virgil's  nmik  of  the  tap, 
and  many  other  of  the  same  kind 
in  the  Iliad,  as  liable  to  any  cen- . 
fure  in  this  particular ;  but  I  think 
we  may  fay,  without  derogating 
ftomthofe  wonderful  performances, 
that  there  is-  an  indifputable  and. 
unquefHoned  magniicence  in  every 
part  of  Paradife  Loft,  and  indeed 


a  'sand*  greater  than  eo4d  htt* 
bee*  formed  apoo  any  Peg** 
fjrftem. 

ButAriftede,  by  die  greatnefi  ef 
die  agio*,  dot*  net  only  usee*  that 
k  mould  be  great  in  ks  nature,  fetft 
alio  in  its  duration;  or  in  other 
words,  that  it-  ihould  have  a  dee 
length  ki  fc,  a*  well  as- what  we> 
properly  call  gveatnefs.    The  juft 
meafare  of  thi*  kind  ©f  magnitude* 
he  explains  by  die  following  fimili~ 
Dude.    Aji  animal*  no  bigger  thanr 
a  mite,  cannot  appear  perfecV  tief 
die  eye,  becanfe  the  fight  takes  icf 
in  at  once,  and  has  only  aeon&fak 
idefrof  thewhdle>  aw*  not  adiffinft 
idea  of  all  its  partes  IfoathecoflH 
trery  you  mould  fitppofe  an  ani-r 
ma!  of  ten  thousand  furlongs  k» 
length*  the  eye  would  be  fo  titOe^ 
with?  a  fingte  part  of  b,  that  ifc 
could  net  give  the  miad  an  idea  ofl 
the  whole.     What  their  animal* 
am  to  the  eye,  a  very  fhott  or  as 
very  long  a&ion  would  be  to  the* 
memory.    The  fir&woold  be,  as  ifc 
were,  loft  and  fwaBowed  up  by  it» 
and  the  other  difficult  to  be  con* 
tained  in  k.     Homer  and  Yirgft 
have  mown  their  principal  art  nr 
this  particular;   the  aMon  of  the? 
Iliad,  and  that  ofthe  JBmad,  wfae- 
in  themferves  exceedsag  fhort,  but 
ase  to  beautifully  extended  and  di- 
verged by  the  invention  of  epi* 
fodes,  and  die  machinery  of  Gods; 
with  die  like  poetical  ornament*, 
that  they  make  ep  an  agreeable 
ftory  fuffident  to  employ  the  ne» 
ntory  without  overcharging  x.  MB* 
ton's  a&soa  is  enriched  with  fnch  a 
variety  of  chwnfraaces,  that  I  hare 
taken  as  much  pleaftirc  in  reading 
the  contents  of  his  books,  as  in  the 
be*  invented  Awy  I  ever  mctwdthu. 
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ft  is  poffble,  that  die  uadiuonv 
mi  wtech  the  Ifiad  and  iEncid  were 
hah,  had  more  circumftances  in 
taem  than  the  hiftory  of  die  fall 
of  Man,  as  it  is  related  in  Scrip- 
ture. Befides  it  was  eafier  for 
Homer  and  Virgil  to  dafh  die  truth 
with  fiction,  as  they  were  in  no 
danger  of  offending  the  religion  of 
their  country  by  it.  Bat  as  for 
Miltos,  he  tod  not  only  a  very 
few  ctounftances  npon  which  to. 
raife  his  poem,  but  was  alfo  obliged 
t»  proceed  with  die  greateft  cau- 
tion in  every  thinjr,  that  he  added 
out  of  his  own  invention.  AnoV 
indeed,  notwithfbnrGnc;  all  the  re- 
flraints  he  was  mider,  he  has  filled 
ins  fiory  with  fo  many  forprifing 
'  fcnti,  which  bear  to  dole  ana- 
r  with  what  is  delivered  in  holy 
V  that  it  is  capable  of  plearmg 
the  moft  deBcate  reader,  without 
giving  ofenfic  to  the  moft  fcru- 
pdons. 

The  modern  crides  have  col- 
lected from  feveral  hints  in  the 
Had  and  jEneid  the  fjpace  of  time, 
which  is  taken  up  by  the  action 
of  each  of  thofe  poems ;  but  as 
a.  great  part  of  Milton's  ftory 
was  transacted  in  regions  that  lie 
o*t  of  the  reach  of  the  fun  and  the 
fphere  of  day,  it  is  impoffible  to 
gratify  the  reader  with  fuch  a 
calculation,  which  indeed  would 
he  more  curious  than  inftructive; 
none  of  the  crides,  either  an- 
cient or  modem;  having  laid  down 
rajes  to  drenmfcribe  the  action  of 
an  epic  poem  within  any  deter- 
mined number  of  years,  days,  or 
boon. 

But  of  this  more  particularly 
hereafter. 


HAVING  examined  the  actum* 
of  Paradife  Loft,  ht  us  in  the  next 
place  confider  the  actors.  This  & 
Ariftode's  method  of  confiderin  £ ;, 
firft  the  fable,  and  fecondfy  the 
manners,  or  as  we  generally  call1 
them  in  Engfifh,  the  table  and  the 
characters. 

Homer  has  excelled  aQ  the  he- 
roic poets  that  ever  wrote>  in  the^ 
multitude  and  variety  of  his  cha-1 
rafters.  Every  God  that  is  admit- 
ted into* his  poem,  acts  apart  which 
would  have  been  mitable  to  iu/ 
other  Deity.  His  princes  are  a$ 
much  dhtinguimed  by  their  man- 
ners as  by  their  dominions;  and 
even  thole  among  them,  whofe 
characters  feem  wholly  made  up  of 
courage,  differ  from  one  another,, 
as  to  the  particular  kinds  of  courage 
in  which  they  excel.  In  fhort/ 
there  is  fcarce  a  fyeech  or  action 
in  the  Iliad,  which  the  reader  may 
not  afcribe  to  the  perfon  that  fpeaks 
or  acts,  without  feeing  his  name  at 
the  head  of  it. 

Homer  does  not  only  out-flime 
all  other  poets  in  the  variety,  but 
alfo  in  the  novelty  of  his  cha- 
racters. He  has  introduced  among 
his  Grecian  princes  a  perfon,  who 
had  lived  in  three  ages  of  men, 
and  converted  with  Thefeus.  Her- 
cules, Polyphemus,  and  tie  firft 
race  of  heroes.  His  principal  actor 
is  the  ion  of  a  Goddefs,  not  to 
mention  the  ofspring  of  other  Dei- 
ties, who  have  likewife  a  place  in 
his  poem,  and  the  venerable  Tro- 
jan prince  who  was  the  father  of 
fb  many  kings  and  heroes.  There 
is  in  thefe  feveral  characters  of 
Homer,  a  certain  dignity  as  well 
as  novelty,  which  adapts  them  in 
a  more  peculiar  manner  to  the' 
H4    '  nature 
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nature  of  an  heroic  poem.  The/ 
at  the  fame  time,  togrrethcmthe 
greater  variety,  lie  bat*  described  a 
Vulcan,  that  is,  a  buffoon  among 
his  Gods,  and  aTheriites  among 
his  mortals. 

Virgil  falls  infinitely  ihort  of 
Homer  in  the  characters  of  his 
poem,  both  as  to  their  variety  and 
novelty.  .&neas  is  indeed. a  perfect 
character*  but  as  for  Achates*  tho' 
he1  is  ftiled  the  heroe's  friend,  he 
does  nothing  in  the  whole  poem 
which  may  acferve  that  tide*  Gya*,. 
Mneftheus,  Sergeftus,  and  Cloan- 
thu%  are  all  of  them  men  of  the 
fame  ftamp  and  character, 

• — fortemque  Gyan,  fortemqne 
Goanthum.  Virg. 

There. are  iadeed  feveral  very  na- 
tural incidents  in  the  part  of  Afca- 
nius;  as  that  of  Dido  cannot  be 
Efficiently  admired.  I  do  not  fee 
any  thing  new  or  particular  in  Tur- 
nus.  Pallas  and  Evander  are  re- 
mote copies  of  Hector  and  Priam, 
as  Laufus  and  Mezentius  are  almoft 
parallels  to  Pallas  and  Evander. 
The  characters  of  Nifus  and  Euri- 
alus  are  beautiful,  but  common. 
We  muft  not  forget  the  parts  of  Si- 
non,  Camilla,  and  fome  few  others, 
which  are  fine  improvements  on  the 
Greek  poet.  In  fhort,  there  is  nei- 
ther that  variety  nor  novelty  in  the 
perfons  of  the  JEmU,  which  we 
meet  with  in  thofe  of  the  Iliad. 

If  we.  look  into  the  characters 
of  Milton,  we  fhall  find  that  he  has 
introduced  all  the  variety  his  fable 
was  capable  of  receiving.  The 
whole  species  of  mankind  was  in 
twoperions  at  the  time  to  which 
the  fubject  of  his  poem  is  confined. 
We  have,  however,  four  diftinft 


characters  in  *he&  two  perfons.  Wer 
fee  Man  and  Woman  in  the  hsgheft 
innocence  and  perfection,  and  ** 
the  moil  abjed  ftate  of  guilt  and  ^ 
infirmkv.  The  two  laft  characters, 
are,  indeed,  very  common  and  ob- 
vious, but  the  two  firft  are  not  only 
more  magnificent,  hut  more  new 
than  any  characters  either  in  Virgil 
or  Homer,  or  indeed  in  the  whole 
circle  of  nature. 

Milton  was  £o  feniible  of  this 
defect  in  the  fubject  of  his  poem, 
and  of  the  few  characters  it  would 
afford  him,  that  he  has  brought  in- 
to it  two  actors  of  a  fhadowy  and 
fictitious  nature,  in  the  perfons  of 
Sin  and  Death,  by  which  means  he 
has  wrought  into  the  body  of  his  ■ 
fable  a  very  beautiful  and  well- 
invented  allegory.  But  notwith- 
standing the  finenefs  of  this  allegory 
may  atone  for  it  in  fome.mcarore  ; 
I  cannot  think  that  perfons  of  firch 
a  chimerical  exigence  are  proper 
actors  in  an  epic  poem;  Jbecaufe 
there  is  not  that  meafure  of  proba*  ' 
bility  annexed  to  them,  which  is 
requifite  in  writings  of  this  kind, 
as  I  wall  mow  more  at  large  here* 
after. 

Virgil  has,  indeed,  admitted 
Fame  as  an  actrefs  in  the  JEneid, 
but  the  part  fhe  acts  is  very  ihort; 
and  none  of  the  moft  admired  cir- 
cumftances.  in  that  divine  work. 
We  find  in  mock-heroic  poems, 
particularly  in  the  Difpenfary  and 
the  Lutrin,  ieveral  allegorical  per- 
fons of  this  nature,  which  are  very  . 
beautiful  in  thofe  compofitions,  and 
may,  perhaps,  be  ufed  as  an  argu-  . 
ment,  that  the  authors  of  them 
were  of  opinion,  fuch  characters 
might  have  a  place  in  an  epic  work. 
For  my  own  part,  I  fhould  be  glad 
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the  reader  would  thank  fo,  for.  the- 
Jake  eft  the  poor  -i  am  now  exa- 
mining,  and  muft  further  add,  that' 
if  fuch  empty  unfubflantial  beings 
may  be-ever  'made  ale  of  on  this 
orcanen,  never  were  any  more 
nicely  imagined/  and  employed  in 
more  proper  actions;  than  thofe  of 
which  I  am  now  {peaking. 

Another  principal  actor  m  this 
poem  is  the  great  enemy  of  man- 
kind. The  part of  UlyfleamHo- 
mer%  Qdjrfley  is  very  much  ad- 
nured  .by  Anftotfc,  as  perplexing 
that  fable  with  very  agreeable  plots 
and  intricacies,  not  only  by  the 
many  adventnres  in  his  voyage, 
and  the  fubtlety  of  his  behaviour, 
bat  by  the  various  concealments 
and  dncoveries  of  his  perfon  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  that  poem.  But  the 
crafty  being  I  have  now  mentioned, 
makes  a  much  longer  voyage  than 
Ulyfles,  pats  in  practice  many  more 
wiles  and  ftratagems,  and  hides 
himfelf  under  a  greater  variety  of 
ftapes  and  appearances,  all  of 
which  are  feverally  detected,  to  the 
great  delight  and  furprife  of  the 
reader. 

We  may  likewife  pbferve  with 
how  nittch  art  the  poet  has  varied 
several  characters  of  the  perfons 
that  fpeak  in  his  infernal  atfembly. 
On  the  contrary,  how  has  he  repre- 
fented  the  whole  Godhead  exert- 
ing itfelf  towards  Man  in  its  full 
benevolence  under  the  three-fold 
diftinction  of  a  Creator,  a  Re- 
deemer, and  a  Comforter! 

Nor  muft  we  omit  the  perfon  of 
Raphael,  who,  amidft  his  tender- 
new  and  friendship  for  Man,  (hows 
fuch  a  dignity  and  condefcenfion  in 
all  his  fpeech  and  behaviour,  as  are 
Suitable  to  a  fuperior  nature..  The 


Angels  ate  indeed  as  nrtch  dhlr-i 
fined  in  Mknni  and-  dhtinguhned1 
by  their  proper  parts,  as  the  Gods 
aredn  Homer  or  Virgil.  The  reader 
will  find  nothing  afcribtd  ter  Uriel,- 
Gabriel,  Michael,  or  Raphael, 
which  is  not  in  a  particular  man- 
ner fukabie  to  their  refpective  cha- 
racters. 

There  is  another  circumftance  hi' 
die  principal  actors  of  the  Iliad 
and  </£neki,  whkh  gives  a  peculiar 
beauty  to  thofe  two  poems,  and 
was  therefore  contrived  wkh  very* 
great  judgment.  I  mean  the  au- 
thors having  ckofen  for  their  he- 
roes perfons  who  were  fo  nearly 
related  to  the  people  for  whom 
thev  wrote.  Achilles  was  a  Greek, 
and  -/Eneas  the  remote  founder  of 
Rome.  By  this  means  their  country-' 
men  (whom  they  principally  propo* 
fed  to  themfelves  for  their  readers) 
were  particularly  attentive  to  aft 
die  narts  of  then*  ftoty,  and  fym- 
pathiaed  with  their  heroes  in  all 
their  adventures.  A  Roman  could 
not  but  rejoice  in  the  efcapes,  fee- 
cefles,  and  victories  of  Apneas,  and 
be  grieved  at  an^  defeats,  ardsfbr-' 
tones,  or  ^appointments  that  be* 
fel  him  j  as  a  Greek  muft  have  had 
the  fame  regard  for  Achilles.  And 
it  is  plain,  that  each  of  thofe  poems 
have  loft  this  great  advantage** 
among  thofe  readers  to  whom  their  i 
heroes  are  as  flrangcrs,  or  indt0e> 
rent  perfons. 

Milton's  poem  is  admirable  in 
this  refpect,  fince  it  is  imponible 
for  any  of  its  readers,  whatever 
nation,  country  or  people  he  may  • 
belong  to,  not  to  be  related  to  die 
perfons  who  are  the  principal  acton  ■ 
in  it;  but  what  is  ftill  infinitely 
more  to  its  advantage,  the  principal 
actors 
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aftnrs  in  this  poem  ire  not  only 
Our  progenitors,  but  oar  represen- 
tatives. We  have  an  actual  ratereft 
in  every  thing  they  da,  andnolefs 
than  our  msoft  happmeft  is  con- 
<prned,  *nd  lies  at  Sake  in  all  their 
behaviour. 

I  {hall  fcbyrin  as  a  corollary  to 
the  foregoing  remark,  an  admirable 
observation  out  of  Ariftode,  which 
hath  been  very  much  mifreprcfent- 
ed  in thequotations  nf  feme  mo- 
dern critics.  «  If  a  man  of  pcrfec~t 
c  and  consummate  virtue  falls  iota 
4  m  misfortune,  it  raifes  our  pity, 

*  but  not  our  terror,  becaufe  we  do 
c  not  fear  that  k  may  he  our  own 
4  cafe,  who  do  not  refemble  the 
Vfefttringperfon.  Bat  as  that  great 
philofibpher  adds,   «  If  we  Ice  a 

*  man  of  virtue,  mutt  with  info- 
4  mities,  faU  into  any  misfortune, 
4  it  does,  net  only  raife  our  pity  but 
4  our  terror;  becaufe  we  are  afraid 

•  that  tbe  like  misfortunes  may 

•  happen  ta  ourfelves,  who  re- 
••  fembfe  die  chamfer  of  the  fcf- 
4  fering  perfon. 

I  feutt  only  remark  in  this  place, 
Ant  the  foregoing  obfenration  of 
Astftadev  uW  it  may  be  true  in 
ether  otcaftons,  does  not  hold  in 
this'*,  becaufe  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
linwgh  the  perfons  who  fall  into 
ttiifettine  are  of  the  moft  perfect 
and  confumsnate  virtue,  it  is  not 
twin  confidered  at  what  may  pof- 
noly  be,  but  what  a&ualry  ss  Our 
onm. cafe*  fence*  we  are  cmbark'd 
wstnr  them  on  the  feme  bottom,  and 
amine  partakers  of  their  happinefs 
erorifery. 

In  this,  and  feme  other  very  few 
infemee*  Ariffole's  rules  for  epic, 
poetry  (which  he  had  drawn  from 
m  retentions  upon  Homer)  cannot 


be  fuppofed  to  fquare  exactly  with 
the  heroic  poems  which  have  been 
made  ftnee  his  time;  mice  it  is  evi- 
dent to  every  impartial  judge  his 
rules  would  fbll  have  been  more 
perfeft,  could  he  have  penned  tkxr 
iEneid  which  was  made  fome  hun-. 
dred  years  after  his  death. 

In  my  next,  I  (hall  go  through* 
other  parts  of  fcfikon's  poem;  and 
hope  that  what  I  {hall  there  ad- 
vance, as  well  as  what  I  have  al- 
ready written,  will  not  only  ferve 
as  a  comment  upon  Milton,  but 
upon  Ariftode. 

WE  have  already  taken  a  ge- 
neral furvey  of  the  fable  and  cha- 
t-afters m  Milton's  Paradifc  Loft: 
The  parts  which  remain  to  be  con- 
fider'd,  according  to  Ariftode's  me- 
thod, are  the  fentiments  and  the 
language.  Before  I  enter  upon 
the  firt  of  thefc,  I  muft  advertife 
my  reader,  that  it  is  my  defign  as* 
foon  as  I  have  finifhed  my  general 
reflections  on  thefe  four  feveraf 
heads,  to  give  particular  inftance* 
out  of  the  poem  now  before  us  of 
beauties  and  imperfections  which 
may  be  obferved  under  each  of 
them,  as  alfo  of  fach  other  parti- 
culars a)  may  not  properly  fall  un- 
der any  of  them.  This  I  thought 
fit  to  premife,  that  the  reader  may 
not  judge  too  haftily  of  this  piece 
of  criticifttt,  or  look  upon  it  as  im- 
perfeft,  before  he  has  feen  the 
whole  extent  of  it. 

The  fentiments  in  an  epic  poem 
are  the  thoughts  and  behaviour 
which  die  author  aferibes  to  the 
perfons  whom  he  introduces,  and 
are  juft  when  they  are  conform- 
able to  the  characters  of  the  feveral 
perfons.  The  fentiments  have  like* 
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lie  a  entente  things  as  well  a» 
Mjons,  arid  are  then  perfect  when 
tot  are  fuch  as  are  adapted  jo  the 
(abject.  If  in  either  of  thefe  cafes 
ike  pott  endevors  to  argue  or  ex* 
plain,  to  magnify  or  drminiih,  to 
aifis  love  or  hatred,  phy  or  ter- 
rer,  or  any  other  paffion,  we  ought 
to  confider  whether  the  fentiments 
he1  makes  de  of  are  proper  for 
tftfite  ends.  Horner  b  cenfured  by 
the  critics  for  his  defect,  as  to  this 
•articular  in  feretal  parts  of  the 
Sad  and  Qdyfiey ,  tho*  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  who  have  treated  this 

epoct  with  candor,  have  attri- 
this  defied  to  die  times  ki 
which  he  lived.  It  was  the  fault 
of  the  age,  and  not  of  Homer,  if 
mere  wants  that  delicacy  in  fome 
of  hk  fentiments,  which  new  ap- 
pears in  the  works  of  men  or  a 
muck  inferior  genius.  Befides,  if 
there  are  btenuihes  in  any  particu- 
lar thoughts,  there  is  an  infinite 
beauty  in  the  greateft  part  of  them. 
ia  fhort,  if  there  are  many  poets 
who  would  not  have  fallen  into  the* 
meannels  of  feme  of  his  fenti- 
ments,  there  are  none  who  could 
have  rifen  up  to  the  greatnefs  of 
others.  Virgil  has  excelled  all 
others  in  thepropriety  of  his  fen* 
*{——*«  Milton  mines  likewise 
vmy  muck  in  this  particular :  Nor 
■aft  we  omit  one  confideration 
which  adds  to  his  honor  and  re- 
potation.  Homer  and  Virgil  in- 
nodnced  perfbns  whofe  characters 
as*  commonly  known  among  man, 
and.  inch  as  are  to  be  met  with  ei- 
ther in  hiftory,  or  in  ordinary  con- 
versation. Milton's  characters,  moft 
of  than,  tie  out  of  nature!  and 
were  to  be  formed  purely  by  his 
i  invention.    It  (how*  a  greater 


genius  m  Sfaaktjpear  td  have  draws 
hk  Cafyban,  than  hi*  Hotfpur  or 
Juliu*  Cstfer:  The  one  was  to  be 
fupplicd  out  of  Ids  own  imagina- 
tion, whereas  theodwr  might  have 
been  formed  upon  tradition,  hiftory 
and  observation.  It  was  much  ea* 
fier  therefore  for  Homer  to  find 
proper  fentimentB  for  an  affembly 
of  Grecian  generals,  than  for  Mil- 
ton to  diverfify  his  infernal  council 
with  proper  characters,  and  infpire 
them  with  a  variety  of  fentiments. 
The  loves  of  Dido  and  JEneas  are 
only  copies  of  what  has  pafled  be- 
tween other  perfbns.  Adam  and 
Eve  before  .the  fall,  are  a  different 
fpecies  from  that  of  mankind,  who 
are  defcended  from  them;  and 
none  but  a  poet  of  the  moft  un- 
bounded invention,  and  the  moft 
exquiftte  judgment',  cou'd  have  fil- 
led their  converfation  and  beha- 
viour with  fb  many  apt  circum- 
ftances  during  their  ftate  of  inno- 
cence. 

Nor  is  it  fefficient  for  an  epic 
poem  to  be  filled  with  feet  thought! 
as  are  natural,  unlefs  it  abound  alio 
with  fuch  as  are  fubfime.  Viral 
in  this  particular  falls  fhort  of  Hn» 
mer.  He  has  not  indeed  fb  many 
thoughts  that  are  low  and  vulgar  i 
but  at  the  fame  time  har  not  fb 
many  thoughts  that  are  fubfime 
and  noble.  The  truth  of  it  is, 
Virgil  feldom  riles  into  very  afto* 
niftung  fentiments,  where  he  is  not 
fired  by  the  Iliad;  He  every  where 
charms  and  pleafes  us  by  the  force 
of  his  own  genius;  but  feldom  ele- 
vates and  transports  nt  where  he 
does  not  fetch  his  hints  from  Homer. 
Milton's  chief  talent,  and  indeed 
his  dhtinguimine  excellence  lies  in- 
ta^iublimky  of  lit  thoughts .  There* 
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are  others  of  the  Modems  who  ri- 
val Kim  in  every  other  part  of  poe- 
try ;  but  in  the  greatneis  of  his  fcn- 
timents  he  triumphs  over  all  the 
poets  both  modern  and  ancient, 
Homer  only  excepted.  It  is  im- 
poffible  for  the  imagination  of  man 
to  diftend  itfelf  with  greater  ideas* 
than  thofe  which  he  has  laid  toge- 
ther in  his  &r(kt  fecond  and  fixth 
books.  The  feventh,  which  de- 
scribes the  creation  of  the  world, 
is  likewife  wonderfully  fublime, 
tho'  not  fo  apt  to  ftir  up  emotion 
in  the  mind  of  the  reader,  nor 
confequently  fo  perfect  in  the  epic 
way  of  writing,  becaufe  it  is  filled 
with  1  efs  aclion .  Let  the  j  udicious 
reader  compare  what  Longinus  has 
oblerved  on  feveral  patiages  in 
Homer,  and  he  will  find  paral- 
lels for  moil  of  them  in  the  Para- 
difeLofL  . 

From  what  has  been  faid  we 
may  infer,  that  as  there  are  two 
kinds  of  fentiments,  the  natural 
and  tfye  fublime,  which  are  always 
to  be  purfaed  in  an  heroic  poem, 
there  are  alfo  two  kinds  of  thoughts 
which  are  carefully  to  be  avoided. 
The  firlt  are  fuch  as  are  affected 
and  unnatural;  the  fecond  fucb  as 
are  mean  and  vulgar.  As  for  the 
firft  kind  of  thoughts  we  meet  with 
little  or  nothing  that  is  like  them 
in  Virgil :  lie  has  none  of  thofe 
trifling  points  and  puerilities  that 
are  fo  often  to  be  met  with  in 
Ovid,  none  of  the  epigrammatic 
tiirns  of  Lucan,  none  of  thofe 
fwelling  fentiments  which  are  fo 
frequently  in  Statius  and  Claudian, 
none  of  thofe  mixed  embellifh- 
ments  of  Taflb.  Every  thing  is 
juft  and  natural.  His  fentiments 
fhow  that  he  had  a  perfect  infigljt 


into  human  nature,  and  that  he 
knew  crtry  thing  which  was  the 
mofl  proper  to  affecl  it. 

Mr.  Dryden  has  in  fome  places, 
which  I  may  hereafter  take  no- 
tice of,  mifreprefented  Virgil's  way 
of  thinking  as  to  this  particular, 
in  the  tranflation  he  has  given  us 
of  the  JEncid.  I  do  not  remember 
that  Homer  any  where  falls  into 
the  faults  abovementioned,  which 
were  indeed  the  falfe  refinements 
of  later  ages.  Milton,  it  muft  be 
confelt,  has  fometimes  erred  in  this 
refpeft,  as  I  fhall  fhew  mdre  at 
large  in  another  paper;  tho1  con* 
fidering  all  die  poets  of  the  age  in 
which  ne  writ,  were  infected  with 
this  wrong  way  of  thinking,  he  is 
rather  to  be  admired  that  he  did 
not  give  more  into  it,  than  that  his 
did  fometimes  comply  with  the  vi- 
cious tafte  which  mil  prevails  fo 
much  among  modern  writers. 

But  fince  feveral  thoughts  may 
be  natural  which  are  Tow  and 
groveling,  an  epic  poet  fhould  not 
only  avoid  fuch  fentiments  as  are 
unnatural  or  afFecled,  bat  alfo  fuch 
as  are  mean  and  vulgar.  Homer 
has  opened  a  great  field  of  ral- 
lery  to  men  of  more  delicacy  than 
greatnefs  of  genius,  by  the  home* 
finefs  of  fome  of  his  fentiments. 
But,  as  I  have  before  faid,  thefe 
are  rather  to  be  imputed  to  the 
fimplicity  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  to  which  I  may  alfo  add, 
of  that  which  he  defcribed,  than 
to  any  im  perfection  in  that  divine 
poet.  Zoifus,  among  the  Ancients, 
and  Monfieur  Perrault,  among  the 
Moderns,  pufhed  their  ridicule  very- 
far  upon  him,  on  account  of  fome 
fuch  fentiments.  There  is  no  ble- 
mifh  to   be  obferved  in  Vh 
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wrier  this  head,  and  but  a  very 
few  in  Milton. 

I  fhall  give  but  one  inftance  of 
this  impropriety  of  thought  in  Ho- 
mer, and  at  the  fame  time  com- 
pare it  with  an  inftance  of  the  fame 
nature,  both  in  Virgil  and  Milton. 
Sentiments  which  raife  laughter, 
can  very  feldom  be  admitted  with 
any  decency  into  an  heroic  poem, 
whofe  bufinefs  is  to  excite  panlons 
of  a  much  nobler  nature,  Homer, 
however,  in  his  characters  of  Vul- 
can and  Therfites,  in  his  (lory  of 
Mars  and  Venus,  in  his  behaviour 
of  Iras,  and  in  other  paflages,  has 
been  obferved  to  have  lapfed  into 
die  burlefque  character,  and  to 
have  departed  from  that  ferious 
air  which  feems  eflential  to  the 
magnificence  of  an  epic  poem.  I 
remember  bat  one  laugh  in  the 
whole  JEneid,  which  riles  in  the 
fifth  book  upon  Monoetes,  where 
he  is  reprefented  as  thrown  over- 
boaid,  and  diving  himfelf  upon  a 
rock.  But  this  piece  of  mirth  is  fo 
well  timed,  that  the  fevered  critic 
can  have  nothing  to  fav  againft  it, 
for  it  is  in  the  book  of  games  and 
diverfions,  where  the  reader's  mind 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fufficiently 
relaxed  for  inch  an  entertainment. 
The  only  piece  of  pleafantry  in  Pa- 
radife  Loft,  is  where  the  evil  fpirits 
are  defcribed  as  rallying  the  Angels 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  their  new  in- 
vented artillery.  This  paflage  I 
look  upon  to  be  the  moft  excep- 
tionable in  the  whole  poem,  as  be- 
ing nothing  elfc  but  a  firing  of  puns, 
and  thofe  too  very  indifferent. 

...      ■  Satan  beheld  their  plight, 
And  to  his  mates  thus  in  dcrifion 
call'd. 


O  Friends,  why  comenotonthefe 

victors  proud  ? 
Ere  while  they  fierce  were  coming, 

and  when  we,  ** 

To  entertain  them  fair  with  open 

front% 
And  breaft,  (what  could  we  more/ 

propounded  terms 
Of  compofition ;  ftrait  they  chang'd 

their  minds, 
Flew  off,  and  into  fbrange  vaga- 
ries fell, 
As  they  would  dance,  yet  for  a 

dance  they  feem'd 
Somewhat  extravagant  and  wild, 

perhaps 
For  joy  of  offerM  peace ;  but  I  fup- 

jpofe 
If  our  propofals  once  again  were 

beard j 
We  fhould  compel  them  to  a  quick 

refult. 
To  whom  thus  Belial  in  like 

gamefome  mood. 
Leader,  the  terms  we  fent,  were 

terms  of  weight, 
Of  hard  contents,  and  full  of  force, 

urg'd  home, 
Such  as  we  might  perceive  amusjd 

them  all, 
And fiumhled many;  who  receives 

them  right, 
Had  need,  from  head  to  foot,  well 

under/land; 
Not  underftood,  this  gift  they  have 

befides, 
They  fhow  us  when  our  foes  wait 

not  upright. 
Thus  they  among  themfelves  in 

pleafaht  vein 
Stood  fcoffing  — — 

HAVING  already  treated  of 

the  fable,  the  characters  and  fenti- 

ments  in  the  Paradife  Loft,  we  are 

in  the  laft  place  to  confider  the 

language; 
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language;  and  as  the  learned  world 
is  very  much  divided  upon  Milton 
as  to  this  point,  I  hope  they  will 
excufe  me  if  I  appear  particular  in 
any  of  my  opinions,  and  incline 
to  thofe  who  judge  the  moft  ad- 
vantageoufly  of  the  author. 

It  is  recniulte  that  the  language 
of  an  heroic  poem  mould  be  both 
perfpicuous  and  fublime.  In  pro- 
portion as  cither  of  thefe  two  qua- 
lities are  wanting,  the  language  is 
imperfect  Perspicuity  is  the  firft 
and  moft  neceflary  qualification ;  in- 
fomuch  that  a  good-natur'd  reader 
fometimes  overlooks  a  little  flip 
even  in  the  grammar  or  fyntax, 
where  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to 
mifbke  the  poet's  fenfe.  Of  this 
kind  is  that  paflage  in  Milton, 
wherein  he  fpeaks  of  Satan. 

■  ,  ,'      God  and  his  Son  except, 
Created  thing  nought  valu'a  he 
nor  fhunn'd. 

And  that  in  which  he  defcribes 
Adam  and  Eve* 

Adam  the  goodlieft  man  of  men 

fince  born 
His  ions,  the  faked  of  her  daugh- 
ters Eve. 

It  is  plain,  that  in  the  former  of 
thefe  paflhges,  according  to  the 
natural  fyntax,  die  divine  Perfons 
mentioned  in  the  firft  line  are  re- 
prefented  as  created  beings;  and 
that  in  the  other,  Adam  and  Eve 
are  confounded  with  their  ions  and 
daughters.  Such  little  blemimes 
as  thefe,  when  the  thought  is  great 
and  natural,  we  mould,  with  Ho- 
race, impute  to  a  pardonable  in- 
advertency, or  to  the  weaknefs  of 
human  nature,  which  cannot  at- 


tend to  each  minute  particular,  ami 
give  the  laft  finifhing  to  every  cir* 
cumftance  in  fo  long  a  work.  The 
ancient  critics  therefore,  who  wen* 
a&ed  by  a  fpirit  of  candor,  rather 
than  that  of  ctviiliqg,  invented 
certain  figures  of  fpeech,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  palliate  little  errors  of  this 
nature  in  the  writings  of  thofe  Au- 
thors who  had  fo  many  gpeaear 
beauties  to  atone  for  them. 

If  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity  were 
only  to  be  confulted,  the  .pool 
would  have  nothing  elfe  to  dp  hot 
to  clothe  his  thoughts  in  the  moft 
nlain  and  natural  exprefions.  But 
unce  it  often  happens  that  the  moft 
obvious  phraies,  and  thofc  which 
are  ufed  in  ordinary  convet&tifau 
become  too  familiar  to  die  ear,  and 
contract  a  kind  of  meanneis  if: 
paffing  through  the  mouth*  of  A* 
vulgar,  a  poet  mould  tafce  particu* 
lar  care  to  guard  htmfelf  agajgft 
idiomatic,  ways  of  Speaking.  Qv*a\ 
and  Lucan  have  many  poorncfta 
of  expreffion  upon  this  account,  as 
taking  up  with  the  firft  pferafe  thftft 
offered,  without  putting  themdUve* 
lo  the  trouble  of  looking  after  auok 
as  would  not  only  be  natural,  km 
aUb  elevated  and  fublime.  Mikoai 
has  but  a  few  failings  in  this  kind* 
of  which,  however,  you  may  meet 
with  fome  in&ances,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing paflages. 

Embrio's  and  idiots,  efeemites  and 

friers: 
Whin,  U*ck  and  gr^  with  4fc 

their  trumpery* 

Here  pilgrims  roam !■■■ 

— -  A  while  difcourfe  they  hold, 
Mfior  kfi  ditmtr  cmd%  whtft  thtt* 

began 
Our  author—— 

Who 
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Who  of  all  ages  to  fucceed,  but 

*        feeling 

The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me, 

wfflourfe 
My  head,   HI  fare  our  anceftor 

Impure, 
For  this  <we  may  thank  Adam  — — 

The  great  matters  in  composition 
know  very  well  that  many  an  ele- 
gant pfcrafe  becomes  improper  for 
a  poet  or  an  orator,  when  it  has 
been  debafed  by  common  ufc.  For 
this  reafon  die  works  of  ancient 
authors,  which  are  written  in  dead 
languages,  have  a  great  advan- 
tage over  thofe  which  are  writ- 
ten in  languages  that  are  now  (po- 
ke*. Were  there  any  mean  phrafes 
or  idioms  in  Virml  and  Homer, 
they  would  not  Sock  the  car  of 
the  mpft  delicate  modern  reader,  fo 
much  as  they  would  have  done  that 
of  an  old  Greek  or  Roman,  be- 
Onfe  We  never  hear  them  pro* 
nonnced  in  our  ftreets,  or  jp.  ordi- 
nary converfation. 

It  if  not  therefore  fufficient,  that 
the  language  of  an  epic  poem  be 
ptripieuous,  inlets  it  be  aJfo  fublime. 
To  this  end  it  ought  to  deviate 
fjaom  the  common  forms  and  or- 
dinary phrafes  of  Speech.  The 
judgment  of  a  poet  very  much 
difooverl  itfdf  in  munning  the  com- 
mon roads  of  ejcpreHkm,  without 
falling  into  fuch  ways  of  fpeech  as 
may  feem  ftiff  and  unnatural ;  he 
noft  not  fwell  into  a  falfe  fublime, 
by  endevoring  to  avoid  the  other 
extrejne.  Among  the  Greeks,  J£X- 
cbylas,  and  fometimes  Sophocles 
were  guilty  of  this  fault ;  among 
the  Latins,  Claudiari  and  Statius; 
asd  among  our  own  Country- 
xuen,    Shakefpear  and  Lee,     In 


the/c   authors  the  affeftajfon  of 

greatnefs  often  hurts  the  perfpi- 
cuity  of  the  ftile,  as  in  many  others 
the  endevor  after  perfpiciuty  pre- 
judices itsgreatnefs. 

Ariffole  has  obferved,  that  the 
idiomatic  ftile  may  be  avoided,  and 
the  fublime  formed,  by  the  follow- 
ing methods.  Firfb,  by  the  u&  of 
metaphors :  fuch  are  thofe  in  Milton* 


imfmrajiidm  one  another's  i 
x— And  in  his  hand  a  reed 
Stood  waving  tiff  with  fee.— — 
The  grafly  clods  now  eakfd. 
8fafrgfaim&  eyes*——— 

In  theferand  innumerable  other 
inftanpes,  the  metaphors  are  very 
bold  but  juft;  I  muft  however  ob- 
serve, that  the  metaphors  are  not 
thick  fown  in  Milton,  which  al- 
ways favors  too  much  of  wit ;  that 
they  never  dafh  with  one  another, 
which,  as  Ariftotle  obferves,  turn* 
afentenceinto  a  kind  of  an  enigma 
or  riddle;  and  that  he  feldom  hat 
recourfe  to  them  where  the  proper 
and  natural  words  will  do  as  well. 

Another  way  of  railing. the  lan- 
guage, and  giving  it  a  poetical 
turn,  is  to  make  ule  of  the  idioms 
of  other  tongues.  Virgil  is  full  of 
the  Greek  forms  of  fpeech,  which 
the  critics  call  Hellenifms,  as  Ho-  - 
race  in  his  odes  abounds  with  them 
much  more  than  Virgil.  I  need  not 
mention  the  feveral  dialecls  which 
Homer  has  made  ufe  of  for  this 
end.  Milton  in  conformity  with 
the  practice  of  the  ancient  poets* 
and  with  Ariftode's  rule,  has  in- 
fufed  a  great  many  Latinifms  ae 
well  as  Graxifmi,  and  fometimes 
Hebraifms,  into  the  language  of 
his  poem ;  as  towards,  the  begin- 
ning of  it, 

Nor 
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Her  did  they  mt  perceive  the  e*fl 

plight 
In  which  ;they  were,  or  the  fierce 
.,  pains**//**/. 
>  Yet  t$  their  general's  voice  they 

foon  obey'd. 
%  -4-\Vho  fliall  tenpt  with  wandering 
*       fee* 
-The  dark  unbottom'd  infinite  a- 

byis, 
^d  thsoogh.  the  faffabk  otymc 

find  out  ,      .  , . 

tJXs  mwuth  t^or  fpjfcad  hi* 
,,...  airy  flight 

Uphome  with  indefatigable  winjjs 
ftver  the  imfi  abrupt  I  . 

<i    <     So  both  afecnd 
Jnthc  vifioas  of  God  -*.<  R.  1 1. 

Under  this  head  in&j  be  reckoned 
t£e  placing  the, adjectrve  after  the 
lubftantive,  the  tranfoofition  of 
words,  the  turning  "the  adjeftive 
into  a  fubftantive,  with  fereral 
other  foreign  modes  of  ipeech, 
which  this  poet  has  naturalized  to  * 
give  his  verfe  the  greater  found, 
and  throw  it  out  of  profe, 

The  third  method  mentioned  by 
^fiAode,  is  what  agrees  with  the 
genius  of  the  Greek  language  more 
than  with  that  of  any  other  tongue, 
and  is  therefore  more  ufed  by  Ho- 
nker, than  by  any.  other  poet.  I 
mean  Jthe  lengthning  of  a  phrafe 
by  the  addition  of  words,  which 
njtay  either  be  inferted  or  omitted, 
as  alio  by  the  extending  or  con- 
tra£ting  of  particular  words  by  the 
inl^rtion  or  omii&on  of  certain  fvl- 
lablei.  Milton  has  put  in  pra&ice 
tfiis  method  of  railing  his  language, 
asCfar  as  the  nature  of  our  tongue 
will  penhit*  as  in  the  paflage  above- 
mentioned,  eremite f  for  what  is 
hcrmfte, v  in  common  difcourfe.    If 


vejjl  ifohas  ^k^^«4m^j 
n*$rd|9i  *  vJWtfe^  j*;feverai 
words,  and^^ortned  tJ^Nft  o£ t&ft 
lyllables  m^o  one,  by  which  me- 
thod, befides .  the  above-mentiwieJ 
advantage,  he  has  given  a  greater 
variety  to  his  numbers.  But  this; 
pra&ice  "is  more  particularly  re-v 
matkablejtn  the  names  of  perfontf 
and  jof  countries,  as  Beifaebub,  &f* 
Miff, and  in  many gther  particu* 
larsj.ivhereln  ^l^'eit^er.i^^kw 
the  nape,  Pr^ej $e .  o£ jgat 
which  is  not  the  rnoft  commonly  v 

depa#  vom  the. language  ;of  fly^ 

v»lg9rv;   ,".*."„"/.    *w^~ 
'  The  fa^e'fcafpn  reconj^ien 

alfq  n)aV$  nts  goem  appear  tl^ 
m^eyenerahlg,  ;$jid  gives  it  fa 
greater  air  of.antiquity.  w> 

I  muJflikewife,  take' notice,  that  • 
there  are  ih  Milton  feveraf  words* 
of  his  ^oSvh  coining,  as  Qrberean^. 
mtfcreated,  Heft-doom* J,  embryon  a-'c, 
toms,   and  "many  dthers.^     ^the 
reader  Is  offended  a$  this  liBefgr? 
in  our  Engliih  poet^   I  would  re-* 
commend  niiri  to  a  difcourfe   in 
Plutarch,  which  fho#s  us  ,iow  fti-*, 
quently  Homer  has"  maa^ulRf'itf^. 
the  fame  liberty. '  ''  f  ,'  »  .     j 

Milton  by  the  above  meffijdQt&i. 
helps,  and  hy  the  cWcofftEr 
nobleft  words  and  jhraTdTwMcTv^ 
our  tongue  would  afford  him,  has1"5 
carried  our  language  to*  a  greater* 
highth   than  any  of  the    &gli& 
poets  have   ever  done  beftre  or* . 
after  him,  and  made  the  fubfimiry•',," 
of  his  ffcile  equal  to  that  of  his 
fentimenfe. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  _ 
ia.thefc  obfervatioas  on  MiltonVl, 
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fevera!  crj&ons,  i&at  arc  not  oci 
ternary  amon£  other  EngUih  poets* 
as  ma/  be  particularly  cmerved  in 
his  cutting  otf  the  letter  !^  when 
it  precedes  a  vowel.  1*hb,  and 
fome  other  innovations  in  die  metr 
fere  of  his  verfe,  fees  varied  hie 
numbers,  in  fuch  a  manner,  ^a* 
makes  them  incapable  of  lariating 
the  ear  and  cloving  the  reader* 
which  tne  fame  uniform  sneafor* 
would  certainly  have  done,  and 
which  the  perpetual  returns  of  rim* 
never  fail  to  do  in  long  narrative* 
poems.  I  mail  clofe  tfcefc  rt> 
flc&kms  upon  die  language  of  Pa- 
radife  LeSfc  wish  oofervis*  that 
Milton  h*t>  copied  after  Hcmsr, 
rather  than  Virgil,  in  the^length  of 
his  periods,  the  copionfnrfs  of  his 
phrases,  and  the  running  of  has 
veric*  into  one  another. 


pU,  totsjsjfcit  is  that  part  of  him 
m^ldchheajppearsthenMSlfiBgu- 
Itti  Tit  remarks  I  have  here 
ajade  vprm  the  nraftke  of  other 
PMto*  wiA  my  enervations  out  of 
jb Ahull,  will  perhaps  alleviate  the 
£$*&?  which  fome  have  taken 
m  ak  poem  upon  this  account; 
flQr  after  ail,  X  mnft  conicls,  that 
f  <Dsa\  Us  SHe,  tho*  admirable  fn 
>  it  In  fome  places  too  much 
I  and  obfcured  bjr  the  fre- 
tt  0  Aofe  methods,  whki 
l  Km  prescribed  for  the  ratf- 

isvdswfancy  of  thofo  fcve^ 
aaf  wavs  ef  fpeech  which  Ariftotle 
csJb  aorjeism  language,  and  with 
v4^1e$6\fias  &  very  much 
ajjBHtd,  and  in  fome  places  dark- 
ssWtiaffaiguage  of  hit  poem,  was 
eft  aaore  proper  for  his  trie,  be- 
tmsae  hispoem  is  written  in  Hank 
Xfine  without  any  other  a£ 
usee*  Artfws  the  language  oaT 
to  proie,  and  very  often  nukes 
imgUfcrti*  ahrafe  pais  unre- 
al hot  where  the  verfe  is 
am  upon  rimes,  there  pomp 
«f  **rn£  and  energr  of  exprefc 
lip,  ar^jWpfpenfably  neccJ&rv  to 
Pj* op  me,  and  keep  it  from 
"  Mo  the  flatnefs  of  prole. 
i  who  have  not  a  tafte  for 
i  of  ftik,  and  are  apt 
It  §  poet  when  he  goes  out 
(on  forms  of  cxpref- 
do  wed  to  foe  now 
treated  an  ancient  ao- 
caBedfeudid,  for  his  innpid 
mudAioccafion.  Mr.  Dry- 
I  to  call  this  fort  of  men  his 

IaWd,  under  this  head  of  tie 
hsjgnslge,  coti&ter  Milton's  num- 
bers, is  which  he  has  made  use  of 


I  HAVE  now  confi^iMitam'a 
Paradise  Loft  under  thofc  four  mat 
heads  of  the  fable,  the  characters, 
the  fentiments,  and  the  language  t 
and  have  fhown  that  he  excels,  in 

fncral,  under  each  of  thefe  heads, 
hope  that  t  have  made  feveral 
difcoveries  which  may  appear  new* 
even  to  thofe  who  are  verfed  ik 
critical  learning^  Were  I  indeed 
to  choofe  my  readers,  by  whofd 
judgment  1  would  stand  or  fait 
they  fhoold  not  be  feci  as  are  ac- 

?[uainted  only  with  the  French  and 
talian  critics,  but  alfo  with  tie  an- 
cient and  modern  who  have  written 
in  either  of  the'  learned!  languages* 
Above  all,  I  would  have  diem  well 
verfed  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  poets* 
without  which  a  man  very  ofteft 
fancies  that  he  underftands  a  critic, 
when  in  reality  he  does  not  com* 
prebend  Kii  meaning, 
r  I  ^  If 
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It  is  in  criticifm,  as  in  all  other 
ftiences  and  fpeculations;  one  who 
brings  with  him  any  implicit  nor 
trons  and  obfervatibns  which  he  has 
Itaade  in  his  reading  of  die  poets, 
"will  find  his  own  fefle£tfons  me- 
thodized and  explained,  and  per- 
%aps  feveral  little  hints  that  had 
paired  in  his  mind,  perfected  and 
improved  in  the  wonts  of  a  good 
critic;  whereas  on?  who  has  not 
thefe  previous  lights,  is  very  often 
*an  otter  ftraneer  to  what  he  reads, 
■and  apt  to  put  4  wrofcg  interpreta- 
tion upon  it. 

;  Not  is  ft  fuffideit,  that  a  man 
who  fets  up  for  a  judge  in  criti- 
ciGn,  fhould  have  peruled  the  au- 
thors above-mentioned,  unlets  he 
las  alio  a  clear  and  logical  head. 
Without  this  talent  he  is  perpetually 
puzzled  and  perplexed  amjdft  his 
own  blunders,  mistakes  the  fenfe  of 
thofe  he  would  confute,,  or  if  he 
chance*  to  think  right,  does  nqt 
know  How  to  convey  Ms  thoughts 
to  another  with  clearnefs  and  per- 
fjricuity.  Ariftotle,  who  was  die 
bell:  critic,  was  alffi  one  of  the  heft 
logicians  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
World. 

Mr.  Lock's  Eflav  on  Human  .Un- 
tterftanding  would  oe  thought  a  very 
odd  book  Tor  a  man  tot  make  him* 
letf  mailer  of,  who  would  get  a  re- 
futation by  critical  writings;  tho* 
at  the  fame  time  it  is-  very  certain, 
that  an  author,  who  has  not  learn- 
ed  the  art  of  diftinguifhing  between 
words  and  thing,  and  oj  ranging 
his  thoughts,  an|  fetting  them  in 
{roper  lights,  whatever  notions  he 
may  have,  will  lofe  himfelf  in  con- 
fufion  and  obfeurity.  I  might  fur- 
Iher  obferve,  that  there  is  not  a 


Greek  or.  Latin  critic  who  has*  not 
fhbwn,  even  in  the  tile  of  his  cri- 
ticifins,  that  he  was  a.  naafter  of  all 
the  elegance  and  deficacy  *f  his  na- 
tive tongue. 

The  trujh  of  it  is>  there  is  ncs-" 
thing  more  abfurd  than  for  a  mah 
to  let  u,p  for  a  critic,  without  & 
good  infight  into  all.  tie  parts  o/ 
(earning;  whereas  gaaftp  of  thoife 
who*  have  endevore4  to  fignalixc 
themfelves  by  works  of  this  nature 
ampng  our  Englifh  writers,  ar&«dt 
only  tfefe&ive  in  the  aboven}*nr 
tioned  particulars,  but  plainly  dif* 
cover  By  tie  phrafes  which  they 
inake  de  of,  and  by  their  confu&a 
way  of  thinking*  that  th$y  are  not 
acquainted  with  the'moiVcammon 
and  ordinary  fyftenu  oft  arts  and 
icigpee?.    £.  few  general  rules*** 
traded  put  of  the  French  author^ 
witn  a  certain  cant  of  words,,  has 
fometimes  fct  up  an  illiterate  he**y 
writer  for.  a  mo$  judjicjeua   ssi 
formidable  critic. 

One  great  mark,  by  which,  yoa 
may  ducover  a.  critic  who.  ^a* 
neithertafte  nor  learning^  it  tfcja, 
that  he  feldom  ventures  to  pmift 
any.  pafiage  in  an  rauthp^  whicfe 
has  not  been  before  received  and 
agplanded  by  the  public,  and  t&tft 
lyft  criticifm  turns  wholly  upoj^ 
little  faults  and  errors.  Toil  ,M$ 
of  a  critic  is  fa.  very  eafy  to.xui* 
ceed  in*,  that  w«  find  every  ordinary 
reader, '  upon  the  publishing  «if  A 
new  poem,  has  wit  an4  ill-nature 
enough  to  turn  Yevcral  paflage  of 
it,  into  ridicule,  and  very  often 
in  the  right  place.  This  Mf.  Dry- 
den  has  very  agreeably  remarked 
in  .thofe  two;  celebrated  Hues, 
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Emorv  like  ffraws,  upon  the  fir* 

face  flow; 
He  njAo  would  feareh  for  pearl* 

muft  five  below. 

A  tme  critk  ought  to  dwell  ra- 
ther upon  excellencies  than  imper- 
fe&krot,  to  dzfeover  the  concealed 
beadtiet  of  a-  writer,  and  commu- 
nicate to  die  world  fuoh  thing?  at 
art  worth  their  enervation.  The 
aloft  exquifite  words  and  fihefC 
fbokta  of  an  author  are  thofe 
which  ve*y  often  appear  thd  moS 
doubtful  and  exceptionable  to  a 
man  who  wani  a  rcEfii  for  pqlite 
framing;  and  they  are  |hefe,  which 
a  ibnr  uwKftinguiftiing  critic  gene- 
fair?  attack*  with  the  greateff  vio- 
lence./ Italy  #bferves,  that  it  is 
very  eaQr  to  brand  or  fix  a  marl* 
■pern  what  &£  caOs  verbum  ardens, 
cry  as  k  may  be  rendered  into  Eng- 
Bn,  a  glowing  bold  exDreSbri,  and 
to  torn  kUdti  rkfieule  by  a-coldilt 
natured  critid&v  A  little  wit  is 
cqtally  capable  of  exfcofing  a  beau- 
ty/ and  of  aggravating  a  fault; 
ml  theugh  fuch  a  treatment  of  an 
abf&Qf  naturally  produces  indigna- 
tion in  the  mind  of  an  undcrftand- 
hm  reader,  it  has  however  its,  ef> 
am  among  the  generality  of  tholf 
Whc&  head*  ft  falls  into,  the. 
tattle  of  maniind  being  very  ajgt 
tadrink  Aat  e¥ery  thing  which  u 
bathed  at  frith  any  mixture  of  Wit, 
fcUdtWkitfelf. 

ttldt «  mirth  as  this,  is  always 

tfttefbkaUe  in  a  critic,  as  it  ra- 

dB^pr^ttdices  the  reader  than  con* 

i  vio&htm,  and  is  capable  of  mak- 

j  lag- a  beauryf'  a^lfrell  as  a  Hemilh, 

'  the  fiibjeti:  dtf  derifion.    A  man* 

I  who  cannot  write  with  wit  on  a 

jwoper  fabje&f  is  dull  and  ftupid, 


Init  one  who  fliows  it  man  impro- 
per place,  is  as  impertinent  and  ab- 
turd.  Befides,  a  man  who  has  the 
gift  of  ridicule,  is  apt  to  find  fault 
with  any  thing  that  gives  him  ail 
opportunity  of  exerting  his  beloved 
talent,  and  very  often  cenfures  a 
paffajfe,  not  becaufe  there  is  any 
fault  in  it,  but  becaufe  he  can  ht 
therry  upon  it.  Such  kinds  of  plea- 
fantry  are  very  unfair  and  dhlnge- 
nuous  in  works  of  criticifia,  in 
which  the  greatei  matters,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  have  always: 
appeared  with  a  ferious  and  in- 
ffiu&ive  air. 

As  I  intend  in  my  next  paper  tif 
ftow  tie  defects  in  Milton's  Fara- 
dife  Lotf,  I  thought  fit  to  premifi 
dhefe1  few  particulars,  to  the  end 
that  the  reader  may  know  I  enter 
upon  it,  as  on  a  very  ungrateful 
work,  and  that  ffhaUjuil  point  a| 
the  imnerfeftions,  without  ende- 
yoring  to  inflame  them,  with  ridt 
cfule.^  I  muft  aflby  obferve  with 
Longinus,  that  the  productions  o]F 
a  great  genius,  with  many  lapfeji 
and  inadvertencies,  are  infinitely 
preferable  to  the  works  of  an  infer 
ricj  kind  of  author,  which  are  fcru- 
puroufly  exaft  arid  conformable  ts> 
all  the  rules  of  correct  writing. 

I  fhall  conclude  my  paper  with  ji 
ffory  out  of  Bbccajin?,  which  fuffi- 
ciently  (hows  us  the  oyinion  that 
judicious  author  entertained  ot  the 
fort  of  critics  I  have  been  here 
mentioning,  A  famous  critic,  fays 
he,  having  gathered  together  aft 
the  faults  of  an  eminent  poet,  made 
a  prefcnt  of  them  to  Apollo,  who 
received  them  very  gracioufly,  ana 
refolved'  to  make  the  author  a  fund- 
able return  for  the  trouble  he  had 
been  at  in  collecting  them.     la 
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order  to  this,  he  fet  hefbre  ltim  a 
fack  of  wheat  as  ft  had  been  iuft 
&rcmed  out  of  the  flfcaf.  He  theft 
$>id  him  'pick  out  die  eh&ff  from 
among  the  corn,  and  lay  it  afide 

!>y  itfelf.  The  ethic  applied  him- 
elf  to  the  talk  with  great  indaftry 
and  pleafure,aiid  aftefhaving  made 
die  oue  feparajtion,  was  prefented  by 
Apollo  with  the  chaff  ror  his  pains. 

'  AFTER  what  Thavefcid,  I 
fiiall  enter  on  the'flibjeft  without 
farther  preface,  and  remark  the  fe- 
veral  defects  which  Appear  m  the 
^blc,  the  characters,  the  fenti- 
ments,  and  the  language  of  Mil- 
ton's Paradife  Loft;  tiot  doubting 
but  the  reader  will  pardon  me,  iff 
^Uege  at  the  fame  time  whatever 
may  be  {aid  for  the  extenuation  of 
fuch  defefts.  The  firft  Imperfection 
which  I  mail  obferve  in  the  fabteis, 
that  the  event  of  it  h  onhapp^. 

The  fable  of  every  poem  is'  ac- 
cording to  Ariftorle's  dirifion  either 
fimple  or  implex.  It  is  callcd'fimple 
when  ch£re  is  no  change  of  fortune 
in  It,  implex  when  die  fortune  of 
the  chief  actor  changes  from  bad  to 
good,  or  from  gtfod  to  bad.    The 
implex  fable  is  thought  \ht  moft 
perfect;    I  fuppofe,    becatifo  it  » 
more  proper  to  itir  up  the  paffions 
of  the  reader,  and  to  fbrprrieliim 
with  a  greater  variety  of  accident*. 
s    The  implex  fable  h  therefore  of 
two  kinds :    In  the  firft  the  chief 
iactor  makes  his  way  through  a  long 
Texies  of  dangers  and  difficulties,  dfl 
W  arrives  at  nonor  and  profperity, 


jas  we  fee  in  the  ftory  of  Ulyflfcs.  In    which  he  fell 


A<km.and,B,ve  finking  from  a  ftafe 
•f  innocence  and  happinefs  iw 
the  moft  abjecl  con&qon  <£  m 
andforrow.  .^'  1!( 

The  moft  taking  ttagedfes  amrag 
the  Ancient*  were  bulk  os*  this  4a$ 
fort  of  implex  fable,  particularly 
the  tragedy  of  CEdipus,  whkh  pro- 
ceeds upon  a  ftory,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve Ariftotle,  the  moft  ppebper  for 
tragtdvLthat  could  be  invented  by 
the  wit  of  man.  I  have  taken 
fonfe  pains  in  a  former  paper  fo 
fliow,  tka*  thia kindof  implex  fable, 
wherein,  ihe  event  i§.  unhappy,  it' 
*noee  apt  to  affed  an  audience  than 
that  of  the  firft  kind;  noewkhftand- 
ing  many  excellent;  pieces  among 
the  Ancients,  a*  well  a*  moft  of 
thofe  which  ha*e  been  written  of 
ate  yean  in  our  own  country,  are 
raifed  upon  contrary  plans.  I  mnft 
however  own,  that  J  think  thja 
kind  of  fable,  which  is  the  moft 
petftBt  in  tragedy,  is  not  fo  proper 
for  an  heroic  poem. 

Milton  feems  to  have  been  fen- 
fible  of  this  imperfection  in  hie 
fable,  and  has  therefore  endevored 
to  cue  it  by  feveral  expedients ; 
particularly  Dy  the  mortification 
which  the  great  adverikry  of  man- 
kind meets  with  upon  his  return  to 
the  affembly  of  Jntemal  Spirits,  as 
ib  is  described  in  a  beautiful  paf- 
fege  of  the  tenth  book*  and  like- 
who  by  the  vifion,.  wherein  Adam 
atthe  ctofe.of  the  poem  Apes-Jus 
bfi£ring  triumphing  #vu  hk  gr&t 
enemy;  and  himfeff:  *t&o&*  tp  jn 
happier  Paradffe  than:  the*  -from 


vihe  fecond,  the  chief  a&or  in  the 
jpoem  falls  from  fome  eminent  pkch 
jof  honor  and  profperity  intd  mi- 
fery  and  di%race*     Thus  we  fee 


There  is  another  otye&oangainft 
ftfitam'*  fable,  which  is  indeed  *}- 
moft  thef  fame  with  the  footygry  tha* 
placed  in  a  different  light,  namely, 

That 
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Ykstt  the  hero  in  the  Paradife  Loft 
is^njtfbfkgBml,  sad  by  ovimim  a 
matcher  his  enemies.  Thst'gawi 
6£cafi6nt0Mf;  Drydesfo  reflefiian, 
that  the  Devil  was  in  reahtr  hiil- 
earth**.  I  rWnfcTaave  obviated 


Ariftode,  tnat  die  author  of  an  Be* 
rck  poem  mould  feldom  fpeak 
himfelf,  but  throw  as  much  of  his 
work  as  he  can  into  the  mouths  of 
thofe  who  are  his  principal  a&ors. 
Ar&otle  has  given  no  reafon  for 


thfsobjeaionitt my  fitft paper.  The   this  precept;  but  I  prefume  it  k 
Paradife  Loft  k  an  epic,  or  a  aa*»   becaaie  the  mind  of  the  reader  is 


vatrve  poem,  tod  he  tbatinofai  for 
lb  herb  in  k,  fearches  foptriust 
iWiifch  rTOfon  new  irmafcd  *  bet 
if  he  wil  needs  fix  the  name  of  a* 
hero  upon  any  perfon  in  k, ■'  a*  cctv 


mam  awed  and  elevated  when  he 
hears  iEaeas  qr  Achilles  fpeak, 
than  when,'  Virgil  or  Homer  talk  in 
their  own  perfons.  Befides  that  *£» 
fuming  the  chara&er  of  an  eminent 


tainfy  the  Mefiah  is  the  berMiem  aaaa  w  apt  to  fire  the  imagination, 

mtteprfetirial  action,  aad  in  the  and  laifc  the  ideas  of  the  author, 

thftf  epiibdes.     Paganhm  icbhU  Tully  tells  us,  mentioning  his  dia*. 

Tk^  furmm  out  a  real  adpn  emrm  logueof  old  .age,  in  which  Catofe 

fate  greater  than  that  erf  the  Hkd  Jfcsvchief  fpeafcer,  that  uponare*- 

<&  JEtkdA,  and  therefore,  an*  feea-  -view  of  it  he  was  agreeably  impo* 

raen  could  not  form  a  higher  no-  fed 'upon,  and  fancied  that  it  was 

tioft'fef  *  *»em  Ham  one^o£ltkat  Cat©,  aadnothehimfelf,  whout- 

fcfcuT  whkk  they  call  an  heroii.  tared  his  thoughts  on  that  fubjed.  * 

Whether  WiiooD**  is  not  of  a  Tub-  >    If  the  reader  would  be  at  the 

Vmernamrt  I  will  not  prefume  id  puns  to  fee  how  the  flory  of  the 


fetermin:  It  is  fnfficient  that  I 
mcW  Aeiw  is  in  the  Paradife  Loft 
all  the  matneft  of  plan,  reguk- 
t%  ■«#  design,  and  mafterly  beau- 
ties whfch  wtf  difcover  in  Hemar 

'  I mW'mtlfeneoct  place  observe, 
inat  Mlktm  has  interwoven  in  the 
ttWut  of  his  fable  fame  particu- 
4bff  **ich  do  not  feem  to  'have 


Iliad  and  jEueid  is  delivered  by 
thofe  perfons  who  ad  in  it,  he  wiu 
he  furprHed  to  find  how  little  in  ei- 
ther of  thefe  poems  proceeds  from 
the  authors.  Milton  has,  in  (he 
general  diipofition  of  his  fable, 
very  finely  obferved  this  jgreat  rulej 
infomuch,  that  there  i*  fcarce  a 
third  part  of  it  which  comes  front 
the  poet;  the  reft  is  fooken. either 


probability  enough   for   an  epic  by  Adam  and  Eve,  dr  by  fome  good 

}*to,  particularly  in  theadions  arevil  Sr^t who.is engaeed  ejher 

wMch  he  afofibes  to  Sin  and  Death,  in  their  deftru&ion  or  defcnfe. 

«nd  thepiaure  which  he  draws  of  From  what  has  been  here  oo- 

tie  LimW  of  Vanity,  with  other  ierved,  it  appears,  that  digreffions 

?e4ages  lathe  fecoad  book.    Such  arc  by  no  means  to  be  allowed  ojf 

^dftfeorws  tuther  fevor  of  the  fpirit  in  an  epic  poem.  If  the  poet,  eve? 

*>f  Sptnfer  and  Ariofto,  than  of  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  nar,- 

Homer  and  Virgil.                      /  ration,  ftiould  fpeak  as  lktle  as  po£ 

-    Jo  tHe  tarthue  of  this  poem  he  fibie*  he^mld  certainly  never  le> 

hasiftewife  admitted  of  too  many  his  narration  fleep  for  the  fake  of 

It  if  finely  obfetvedbf  anyxe^caionjo/hisown,  J  have 
I  |                                 ofteji 
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oftowmierad,  wi&rafeenejtadmi- 
tatton,  that  the  longeft  reflexion 
in  the  jfcncid  kmtiiaf  £d&gerif 
the  tenth  hook,  where  Turaas  is 
jvprefented  as  drei&eg  himfelf  in 
the  spoils  of  Pallas*  v&omkc  had 
dain.  Virgil  here  lets  his  ikbkAwd 
dKH  Sot  the  fake  of  .the  foUoa^ 
remark,  "  Hear,  is  Aaemied  af 
"  man  igaocant  af  lotnrity,  and 
*'  unable  to  baas  profnasoiis  for- 
"  tuaewidnnodeusxion?  Tbeth»e 
"  will  come  whan  oTuawe  &aU 
«  wtfh  thai  he  had  kfttfc  bodpaf 
'<  Pallas  imseuched,  and  .curie >dae 
m  «hry«a  which  ha  deefled  hfeaftf 
44  in  these  .^oils."  As  the  Mat 
<c*e«t  of  .the  Jtaaid,.  .aad  theJeaA 
of  Turous,  whemL*iBcwikwra«- 
aavfe  he&whimjidotaedwith  the 
4jjoUs«0f  ftaUsa,  turn*  npon  this  in- 
ciitSKt,  VtsgplwentjM*  of  his  way 
*o^  make  mas  rcfle^on  apon  it, 
without  which  fo  small  a  circum- 
ftance  might  poflttriy  hare  ilipped 
ant  of  his  reader's  memory.  Lb- 
aan,  who  was  an  injudicious  pott, 
lets  dfop  his  ftoiy  very  frequently 
Ibr  the  lake  of  h*s  unaaceflaiyjdi- 
wreinons,  orhisxtivctturala,  as&oa- 
figer  ceHs  them.  If  he  gives  at  an 
account  of  th*prodigies  which  eae- 
ceded  the  eivibwar,  he  defmnes 
upon  the  occafion,  and  (hows  how 
-peach  happier  it  would  beifcr  man, 
if  fee  did  not  feel  his  cy§J  fertnne 
before  it  erases  to  pais,  and  fufficr 
Dot  only  by  iu  veal  weight,  hat  bv 
the  «ppt«heniian*of  it  Mikons 
complaint  of  hu  bhadneis,  his  pa- 
negyric en  marriage,  his  jaefie&oas 
on  Adam  and  fivers  going  naked, 
of  the  Angels  eating,  and  farcrai 
.other  pftfcges  in  his  poesn,  are 
liable  to  die  feme  exception,  tho* 
I  snujt  oonftis  there  is  Jo  great  a 


Iwaattaot  wifcfthe*n  e*t  of  his 
t|K>era.  *  »  ;t:  ^ 

«<,  •I'thaae,  m  a  facne* ,  paper ,  spay 
ken  <rf  the  chancers  of  MiUoala 
iPacadife  JU*%  «*1  declared  my 
opinion,  as  to  die  allegorical  pe*~ 
*mae  who  are  inttaducedin  it. 
.  If  .**  look  into  th&tintimcats,(I 
atbmk  <feey.  are  fampiimes  dnfeaiae 
andaf.Ae  f Rawing, heads;  Fiift, 
a*  than  m  4crasi  .of  them  too 
as*ch,poinSe<l,  and  frsne  that  de- 
i|socwitCJTCVeii  into  psoas*  ,Qf  this 
faftikiad,  I  am  aeraieis  that  sn  dee 
;im>  hook,  where  ipeakiqg  of  the 
yigmsatv  *ha  caHsttham 

— —  Ae  {titotiyirtfautiy  '   '  ' 
Wstrr'd  on  by  <*aries  + *  ' 

Aether  hfemjfh  tfe*  apyeaaUa 
Jbsnotf  his  thoughts,  is^is 'ftp- 
^penj;  allajaon  to  <fe*athea  Jtfclas, 
rwl^iwe  not  ccytaiaty  ^  *  j^iece 
iwfch  -the^divine  **bje#,  af  whkh 
•fcefraa*.  I4oa9t4nd£»olt  wkh 
.thaih  alla&o&s,  wheat,  the  poet  hja*. 
4el£reprefents  thenvas  fabu)auv<aa 
he  does  io  fome  pja^e*,  b#t^Wrc 
he  mentions  them  as  tHKsV  <m& 
#mattei»9f»fii6t  The  li«fts»f»y 
^papar  will  not  give  mo-leave  to  bsr 
.paitiealar  in  iaftaapes  pf  this  bmAz 
The  reader  wiU  e*%.  remark  thasA 
m  his,  aerufal  af  the  pofm, , 

A  third  fault  in  his  featisieate , 
is  an  mmeceflary  eftentfrion  of 
karning,  which  Kkewifc  Occam 
very  frequently.  It  h  eaTtafiC  that 
bath  Homer  and  Vifril  iwe^ijsaa- 
fUrs  of  all  Ae  learning  of  thear 
^times,  bat  Sfftows  itfetf  ia  these 
works,  after  an  i*dhfe&  and  con- 
^eakd  manner,  hfihaa/iajiaa  am- 
hitiaas  of  leainjr  mhsmr*  hy*he» 
V  ;«ae«lli«lld  ffce- 
defbnation^ 
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.Afidfait  many  gjanee*  of  k,  and  that  Ariftode  hirafelf  hai 

hiftory,  af&onomy,  geegra-   gfre^  it  fcplace^n  his  Rhetoric  tf- 

"  the  like,  as  well  as  b§r   mong  the  beaa&s  of  t&at  art  But 

ai*l#rafeshefbinetines   as  it  is  in  irfttf  |>oor  and  trifin&  k 

is  I  think   at  ^refent  univerflHy 

exploded  ty  all  the  matters  of  $o- 

lite  writing. 4      ' 

The  m  rauTt  which  I  fltall  ts&* 


-makes*'  tife  o£  that  -  he  was-  ac- 
ijtudatee*  with  the  whole  circle  af 
s*fr  J*d***oc«. 

1L  ib'tbe  h&  place,  we  cdnfider 
^^wjftoqgeo/ this  great  poet,  we   notice  of  In  M2tori*s  ftile,  is  the 
muft  mow  What  I  have  hinted  in  a   frequent  oft  of  what  the  learned 


feraw4«per.  that  k  is  often  too 
»uch  labored,  and  fometames  ok- 
fcured  by  ©W  words,  tranfpofl&oiw, 
'ltad4  foreign  idioms.  Seneca's  ob- 
Je6soQ&the  fhle  of  a  great  ao- 
&oy»  Riget  ejusJoratto,  nM  in  ea 
placidum,  nihil  lene,  is  what  many 
critics  make, to  Milton:  As  I  can- 
not wholly  rebate  it,  fo  I  have  al- 

1  ^  apologized  for  it  in  another 
iWo  w&ch  Imay  further  add, 

"Mitton's  fentiments  and  ideas 


call  technical  words,  or  terms  of 
art.  It  is  ofte  of  the  great  beauties 
of  poetry,  to  make  hard  things  in- 
telligible, and  ftO  deliver  what  is 
abftrufe  of  kfetf  in  foch  eafy  Ian- 
gaage  as  may  be  uhderfteod  by  or* 
dinary  readers  :  Befides  that  the 
knowledge  of  a  poet  mould  rather 
feem  bora  with  him,  or  inspired, 
than  drawn  from  books  and  fyftems. 
I  have  often  wondered,  how  Mr. 
Dryden  could  tranftate  a  paffage 


Dh&t  fb  wonderfully  fubfime,  that  out  of  Virgil,  after  Ae  following 
k  would  hare  Been  impoffihte  far 
Mm  to  have  reprefented  them  in 
their  rW ftrength  and  beftpry,  wHh- 
o&Tfrhiiig  recourie  to  thefe  foreign 
afflHahces.  Our  language  funk  un- 
derhm*,  and  was  unequal  to  that 
giealnefs"  of  foul,  which  fn?ni&ed 
'  trim  with  fuch  glorious  conceptions. 
°V^fecond  fauk  in  his  language 


,  Tack  to  the  larboard,  and  ftand 
off  tofea, 
Veer  tlar-board  fea  and  land.  — 

Milton  makes  ufe  of  larboard  in  the 
fame  manner.  When  he  is  upon 
building,  he  mentions  Doric  fwars9 
filajhrt9'  comic*,  frtexe,  architrave. 


fc^ftat  he  often  affeds  a  kind  of  When  he  talks  of  heavenly  bodies, 

in  his  words,  as  in  the  fol-   you  meet  with  tdtptic,  and  «iwr- 

g  parages,  and  many  others :   iric9  .the  trepidation,  ftars  drifting 

from  the   xenitb,    rays  culminating 


Tjiit  brought  into  this  wrld  a  &*  T  *""*'  %>'  &**? 

.  -JE$ ^^mighty  throne         **  *****  m^  ^^^  rf  *• 

.  t  jB^dfs^.p^  be/uging 


)&$d  our  attempt  — — 
^h^tfigjkkt  bowdhigh  over-leapt 
bound, 

»*  I  know  there  are  figures  for  this 
;kfaid  of  fyeecfc,  that  feme  of  the 
•groateft  Ancients  have  been  guilty 


many 
like  kind  infernal  other  arts  and 
fciences. 

I  fhall  in  my  next  papers  give 
an  account  of  the  many  particular 
beauties  in  Miltoa,  which  would 
have  been  too  long  to  infert  under 
thole  general  heads  I  have  al- 
ready treated  <tf>  and  with  which 

14  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Critique  on  the  Paradise  LostI 

I  intend  to  conclude  this  piece  of  parts  of  the  luminous  body  abore- 
^riticifin.  mentioned,  there  are  feme  which 

clow  more  intenfely,  and  dart  a 
|  HAVE  feen  in  the  works  of  ftronger  light  than  others];  (b,  not- 
a  modern  philosopher,  a  map  of  with/landing  I  have  already  fhowq 
the  spots  in  the  fun.  My  laft  pa-  Milton's  poem  to  be  very  beanti- 
per  of  the  faults  and  blemifhes  in  fill  in  general,  I  (hall  now  proceed 
Milton's  Paradife  Loft,  may  be  con-  to  take  notice  of  fuch  beauties  as. 
(dered  as  a  piece  of  the  fame  ,na*.  appear  to  me  more  exquifite  than 
Jure.  To  purfue  the  allufion :  -  As*  the  reft. 
it  is  obfenred,  that  among  the  bright 
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the  argument; 

This  firft  book  propofes,  firft  in  brief,  the  whole  futv 
je&,  Man's  difobedience,  and  the  lofs  thereupon  of 
Paradife  wherein  he  was  plac'd:  Then  touches  the 
prime  caufe  of  his  fall,  the  Serpent,  or  rather  Satan 
in  the  ferpent;  who  revolting  from  God,  and  draw- 
ing to  his  fide  many  legions  of  Angels,  was  by  the 
command  of  God  driveji  out  of  Heaven  with  all 
his  crew  into  the  great  deep.  Which  a&ion  pafs'd 
over,  the  poem  haftes  into  the  midft  of  things,  pre- 
fenting  Satan  with  his  Angels  now  fallen  into  Hell, 
defcrib'd  here,  not  m  the  center  (for  Heaven  and 
Earth  may  be  &ppos'd  as  yet  not  made,  certainly 
not  yet  accurs'd)  but  in  a  place  of  utter  darknefs, 
fitlieft  call'd  Chaos:  Here  Satan  with  his  Angels 
lying  on  the  burning  lake,  thunder-ftruck  and  afto-^ 
nifh'd,  after  a  certain  <pace  recovers,  as  from  con- 
fiifion,  calls  up  him  who  next  in  order  and  dignity 
lay  by  him;  they  confer  of  their  miferable  fall. 
riSataaAwakens^all  his  legions,  who  ljty  till  th?n  yi 
Ae  feme  manner  confounded  $  They  rife,  tfrev 
numbers,  array  of  battel,  their  chief  leaders  nam'd, 
according  to  the  idols  known  afterwards  in  Canaan 
and  the  countries  adjoining.  To  thefe  Satan  directs 
his  fpcech,  comforts  them  with  hope  yet  of  regain- 
ing Heaven,  but  tells  them  laftly  of  a  new  world 
and  new  kind  of  creature  to  be  created,  according  to 
an  ancient  prophecy  or  report  in  Heaven ;  for  that 
Angels  were  long  before  this  vifiblc  creation,  was 
the  opinion  of  many  ancient  Fathers.  To  find  out 
the  truth  of  this  prophecy,  and  what  to  determin 
thereon  he  refers  to  a  full  council.  What  his  aflb- 
ciates  thence  attempt.  Pandemonium  the  palace 
of  Satan  rifes,  fuddenly  built  out  of  the  deep : 
The  infernal  peers  there  fit  in  council. 
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F  Map's  firft  dtfbbediencc,  and  the  fruit 
Of  that  fcrbkWca  tree,  whofe  mortal  tafte 


I.  Of  Mans  firft  £f$bc£enci>  Ac.] 
Mikon  has  propofed  the  fubjeft  of 
Hi  pwa  in  the  following  verfiw. 
Theie  lines'  are  perhaps  as  plain, 
fs9ple,«nd  unadorned  as  any  of  the 
whole  poem,  in  whkh  particular 
the  author  has  conformed  himfelf 
to  the  example  of  Homer  and  the 
precept  rf  Horace,  His  invoca- 
tion to  a  work,  which  tarns  in  a 
groat  meafore  upon  the  creation  of 
the  world,  is  very  properly  made 
to  the  Mufe  who  inspired  Mafes  in 
thofe  books  fsom  whence  oar  au- 
thor drew  his  fubject,  and  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  is  therein  tenre- 
(ented  as  operating  after  a  particu- 
lar manner  in  the  firft  prodit&ion 
*f  nature.  This  whole  exordium 
rife*  very  happily  into  noble  lan- 
guage and  lentsment,  as  I  think 
the  transition  to  the  fable  is«xqui- 
fitejy  beautiful  and  natural.  Addifon. 

Befides  the  plainnefs  and  fimpli- 
dty  <Jf  thefe  lines,  there  is  a  far- 
ther beauty  in  the  variety  of  the 
numbers,  which  of  them&lves 
thins  cjwry  fender  without  any 
fublimity  of  thought  or  P»P  of 
expreften :  and  this  variety  m  the 


Brot^bt 

numbers  confifts  chiefly  in  the  paufe 
being  fo  artfully  varied,  that  it  faHs 
upon  a  different  fyllable  in  almoft 
every  line,  as  it  may  eafily  be  per- 
ceived by  diftinguiihing  the  verfcs 
thus  i 

Of  Man's  firft  dtfobedience,  |  and 
the  fruit 

Of  diat  forbidden  tree,  ]  whofe 
mortal  tafte 

Brought  death  into  the  wprld,  J  and 
all  our  woe, 

With  lo&  of  Eden,  I  till  one  greater 
Man 

JUftore  us,  j  and  regain  the  bliss- 
ful feat, 

Sing  heav'nly  Mufe,  \ 

Mr.  Pope,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Walfh 
containing  fcine  critical  observa- 
tions on  English  verification,  re- 
marks that  in  any  finooth  Englilh 
ysarfc  of  ten  fyllables,  there  is  na- 
turally a  pauie  at  the  fourth,  fifth, 
or  fixth  fyllable,  and  upon  the  ju- 
dicious change  and  management  of 
thefe  depends  the  variety  of  v*rfc- 
fication.  But  Milton  varies  the 
paufe  according  to  the  fenfe,  and 
varies  it  through  all  the  ten  fyi- 
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labba,.  *>f  wJk&hKWans  he  is  a 
mailer  of  greater  harmony ',  than 
a^y^ner  Engliflj  poet^  and  he  is 
continually  varying  fhepauft,  and 
fcarce  ever  fuffers  it  to  reft  upon 
the  fame  syllabic  io  wto*  than  two, 
*od  feklom  in  fo  many  as  two* 
verfes  together.  Here  it  is  upon 
theJi#  iyllaWe  of  the  verfe, 

— -  others  on  thfe  girafs 
Cdptk'd,  |  and  nmv  ttlU with  pa- 
"»■  >'4ore^j*iing fct,   iJY:^i. 
>  *  — fuch  as  ifi  their  fouls  infixed 
Plagues^ f  they  fejhmtthVl  aU  ra- 

Upon  the  fecond, 

_-thefc  to  their  nefta 
Were  flank,  I  all  but  the  wakeful 

nightingale  IV. 60^  ,*  , . 
—  Down-wither  prone  ta4ttgh{ 
He  fjpeeds,  |  and  through  the  vaft 

ethereal  flty    VV207. 

Upwihe  third, 

•     *— what  mrtefe  dark. 
Ujumin,  (  what  fc  lew  wife  and 

~1  ^  we  tyak^fln*  liird 
lings  dartlffifc  f  «uid  in  fl 
^Ve^  hi*  111.39. 


J 


madiefl 


t7fcWth*ifiBU*h*       ;■         .      „ 

^n  he  led  kk  radiant  files, 

*|)a^miiiie  moon,'  f'thefe  to  the 

i'  rr^c  •?  ?**s  ^S)1'  'an^  viftory 
Sat  eagle- winged;  I  t>eflde  him 
hung  his  hQWj,     y  I.  763. 

Upondiem% 

—  £$$4,  tigers,  ounces,  pards, 

Camhom  belore  them  j  |  drtin- 

jyieldy  ejephant    fy.  345.    . 


-  '''  '* "  wi  ia^he^air 
M*a>:  horrid  ctejes  5  |tw;< 

*<«ns  me^ftieldsi  >I.  ^05.. 

Upon  the  fixth, 

JBs  ftature  reach'4  the  tfty;|  ahi 
on  his  creft    fy .  98$. 

Girt  with  omnipotence,  f*toith  r^- 
i'ance  crown'4,    \itig±, 

Upon  tfcr  feventh,  o-^  r    ,  >,,f* 

WSy*e%Jfliough  in  ruhl  >j  '  jftg  hi? 

.     food  '  11:305*.  *   ^^    - 

Birds,  on  the  branched  w^arttiug;  I 

all  things  finil^  Vtl*:>6|. 

Upoirthireiriiih*  J   ■:■ 

Hung  ffiljip  moulders 

moon.  I  whofe  orb  '  I.1  tffi 

A  fairer  perfon  loft  npt  He$v^n 
hefeinj^    IIVM9V, 

Uponmenini**        !    n 

"JfhoYah  ftundring  out  of  ,§Jq&;  I 

thron'd  . 
Between  the  Cherubim    L  j8&\ 
And  buih  with  frjzfcd  hair  inu 
plicit;  I  laft  '  '  J 

Rofe  as  in  dance  the  ftately  fifecs, 
Vli/32*. 
And  here,  upon  the  end,  *  '^  *^* 

—  thou  that  day  tl> 
Thy  Father's   dreadful  thunder 

didft  not  fpare  |     III.  39$*'  - 
Attended  with  ten  thonfand  dm* 
(and  faints  |     VI.  767, 

And  fometimes  to  give  the  greater 
variety  to  the  verfe,  there  are  two 
or  more  paufe  in  the  fame  Jine, ;  ,aa> 

— —  on  the  ground        v     *  * 
OutftretchU  he  lay,  |  c*  the  edd 

ground,  |  and  oft      l 
Cuwtf  his  creation    X,  8c  1. 

A*4 
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AniLfwimsj'f or,  fcS^ftrf^Bi.cs ' 
^tfe**,]  or  ffitf?f 'U  oco. 
ExIriiftaY  l^rttfefe;  j  iffi&ed,! 
fall'n.  |      VI.  853,     , 

But  ibeftfes  this  variety  of  dp 
patois;  there  aft  other  excellencies 
inMiUott'sTa:€fication.  TheEng- 
liJh  jjerej^^eric  approaches  nearelt 
to  theTambic  of  tie  Ancients,  of 
which  k  wants  eirtyva  feetr  -M 

ejk!  accent,  as  we0  sjs  by,  the  time 

ott«^f^oneWJ>lkbkv  -f 
and  &x  loch  feet  constitute  an  Iam- 
bic verfe :  but  Ac  Aftcieataftldott 
made  ofc  of  the  pore  Iambic,  eibe- 
dalljr  ia  works  of  airftco^letiWe 
lengthy  Jboi  pftner  d£  die  nux'd 
Iambic,'  that  is  lyitfc  a"  fc&per  in- 
termixture of  other  fneaiores;  and 
of  thefe  perhaps  hlftftft'has  «*• 
avefs'das  bfflgpy  a  variety  as  any 
fdetvfhiteV&yW  indeed  as  the  na- 
^of  a  verfe  wiU;ririfcL  ftatcan- 

f8r&£  moft  part.  $iimetimes 
hecives^os  almoft  jure  Iamwcs,  as 

.  He  calEdfo  Io§d,  thfeall th?  hoi- 
low  di5p     .  * 

Of  HeUrefoibdetf/ 

Sayqtinies  he  intermixes  tb&Tro« 
due  ocibot  *f~f>m,}ong*aA<m£ 
jhort  fylhble  *"  °,  as,  in,  ^4.9. 

S*iie^e#*rgjpdn«^«ttbot  of 
two  long  fyUablej  .7 .""  *»«"iny. 2 *  • 
'  Jtoeekiik*  ;sjjtft  brooding urn, (he 

vaftab)s£b  -  -    ;;  : 

Spumes 'fte'fyn^us  or  foot 


of  ^h***  Mftt  <ttattht  «**  „**da' 

v.6^" 

fcery'd  ^x^<fifcoverlB|hts^f 

<•  ,  w**     ' 

Sometimes  tfc*  Dadyle  or  iroot  of 
one  Ioi%  ***•*«  two  ftfoitcfjtflattb* 

Tt-m*',.  |fc|fl>J 45..-.     .rot     —  T 

Hurl'd*  headiforig  flailing  from  th*e*- 

Sofrietnra  the  Anapssft  of  loot,  of 
twoifcartiand  One  long  MbtUe 
"«rjajinv,97. 
- MyvUds  'ttawWi  bright?    ifclfc 
whc^naWual  league  -     » 

Sometimes  the  Tribsaohus  or  rspf 

of  three.  fwv^Jc* ^, «  «,  as 

To  manymwW  of  {fipprttiefeond- 

boafd  breathe*. 

1.  ■  vr  \>       h  ■  •    *    ;  : 

And  fomedwevthcre  is  variety  of 
thefe  raeafures  in  the  fame  verfe. 
and  feldom  or  never  the  famemeai 
furesinvtweverfMogetker*  ,And 
fliefe  changes  are  not  only  raagjffr 
the  fake  of  the  greater  variety,  oat 
are  fo  contrived  as  to  make  die 
found  jncgre  expreffive  of  tSe  ienfe* 
And  this  is  another  great  art  of  ver- 
fiflcation,  the  adapting  of  tfeevery 
founds,  as  well  as  wanM  toot^4 
fubjecV  matter,  the  ffi^  c»f  found* 
as  Mr.  Pope  calls  it:  and  m  this 
Mrkon  is  excellent  as  k{  *f  tfie' 
reft,  and  we  lhall  give  feveral  in- 
fiances  of  it  in  the  courfe  oftheie 
remarks^  §0  that  he  has  abun- 
dantly exemplified  in  his  own 
practice  the  roles  kid  down  by 
himfelf  in  his  preface,  his  verfirt- 
cation  having  an  the  requifites  of 
true  mkfUal  delight,  which*  as  he 
Ays  cw/Sjk  wfyin  Off  numbers,  fit 
quantity 
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Brought  death  into  tlw  t*>rfc*,  and  aft  war  wto, 
With  lofs  of  Edca,  till  one  grtaatcr  Man 


Re- 


fsu*ftf  df  JjfllaU*,  m&tkufmfs, 
nutrioufy  drawn  §u*  ftom  *m  merfe 
into  another. 

S.  Of  Mats  Jlrft  difi&tdicnces*—] 

Mmtdeuh.   Iliad; 

AtPftt  pot  tmm.    CMyffi 
Arma  viruttujue  caoo,    JBneid* 

£t  di  thefe  inflances,  » talsfikon, 

the  fubje&  of  die  poem  is.  die  very 
firft  thing  offer'd  to  us,  and  pre- 
cedes the  verb  with  whkteit  iseon- 
waed.  It  muft  be  etto&Std  that 
4  Horace  did  not  regard  this,  wfcea 
*  be  translated  the  left  line  of  die 
Odyffey,  Die  mini  Mufa  virum,&c. 
]>e  Art.  Poet.  141.  And  Locian, 
If  I  rememlfef  rights  makes  a*  je& 
of  this  observation,  where,  he  is* 
troeWees  the  made  of  Homer  as 
expxeftly  declaring  that  he  had  no 
ether  reafai  for  making  the  word 
pjmw  the  faft  in  his  poem,  but 
timtkwas  die  firft which  came  in* 
to  his  head*  However  the  uniform 
mfike  of  Homer,  Virgil,  and 
Mikoa  in  this  pardcuke,  teems  to 
f*v*  that  it  was  not  accidental 
Dot  a  thing  really  defiga'd  by  themv 
4.  ■  With  loft  of  Eden,]  But  £den 
was  not  loft,  and  the  laft  that  we 
read  of  our  firft  parents  is  that 
they  were  ftill  in  Eden, 

Through  Eden  took  their  foBtary 
way. 

With  lofi  of  Eden  therefore  means 
no  more  tW««7*  lofs  ofParadifi> 
which  was  planted  in  Eden,  which 
word  Idem  fignine&driigju-or  pta* 


fan*  and  the  country  is 
to  fo>  the.  feme  that  wmvaAet- 
wardt  called  Mrfnyotamii  j  piiti. 
csdarijr  by  one  author  ut  IV.  zim 
tsfc.  Here  die  whole  is  pat  Jbr  a 
part,  as  ibmedme*  a  part  for  the 
whole,  by  a  figaie  nillne  %idi  . 
doche.  1     ■    i'  .' 

4. —*~  tlM  am  gfmhr  Ma*     t.. 

flf^wv  «*,  W  r^Mj*»  tbeblif&d 
fe*k}  A*  it  is  a graattr  Ahm, 
fe-  k  is  a  happier  Paradmrwhiek 
our  Saviour  naftmud  to  the  pent* 
tent  thie£  hoke  XXHL  45*  Th* 
day  JMt, tbv  be  <uritb  mt  in  Pan* 
dtjk  IktMitam  had  a>netma  that 
alter  the  ccjiftagnrtiottejicfcthe  ge» 
ntral  judgment  the  week  fisjtk 
wuldbemadcaPaowliWai.^^ 

—  fbrthen  the  EirtUr 
Shall  aft  be  ParadTfr,  faf  happier 

place 
Thatrtfcfcbf  Bdeir>  and  far  nap. 

pier  days, 

ft  ihould  ftem  mar  the  author, 
fpeaking  here  of  regaining  the  btifs- 
fid  fiat,  had  at  this  time  ibmxed 
fome  defign  of  his  poem  of  Parmr 
Mfe  Regained.  But  however  that 
be,  in  the  beginning  of  that  poena 
he  manifeftly  alludes  to  the.  begin- 
ainn^of  this,  and  there  makes  Fa- 
radife  to  be  regain'd  by  ear  Sa- 
viour's foiling  the  tempter  in  the 
wildemefi. 

I  who  ere-while  the  happjr  garden 

fung, 
By  one  Man's  dHbbcdiewe  loft, 

powfing 
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Reftoefc«,  and CT^^ifc^Wiiifal feat,         .to 
Sing  heav^y  Afafe»  tfajit  ca  fife  fircret  top 


Beeovcr' d  Paradife  to  ill  mankmd, 
By  one  Man's  firm  obedience  fully 

trjr'd*  ***•*• 
Jad  Eden  nuYd  in  Ac  wafte  wil- 

dcrntii* 

ft  *  fafj&af  <* tbtjkrw  top 

Of  Orel,   or  of Sinai, } 

Sr.  Bentky  *?»  that  MUte»di&a- 
UAfacrtdtop:  hi  mmhao  ar#ibch 
at  Mow :  The  wound  of  Horeh 
is  find  to*  Be  6^,  nod.  III.  5.  and 
Horeb  wadfed  the  mmttfn  cfGoA, 
t  Kings  XIXl  8.B*tk'm*yfee  a*v 
fceVi,  diatdnythatidateefHo* 
nfemwUck  MW  *eod,  wa 
J«&  it  does  notJbhW  that  the  top 
•f  the  fflkmtrtain  was  tftev  Je^>  t*©< 
and  b^^fcr  ****«>  «f  Grf  (Iff. 
Bendey  Igaows)  may  be  meant  only, 
m  die  Jewifh  flile,  a  very  great 
mountain:  Betides  let  the  moun- 
tain j^jneverfbii^r,  yet  according 
to  the  nues  of  good  poetry,  when 
Milton  fpeaks  of  die  top  of  the 
mo&ntnin,  heftould  gjhre  us  an  epk 
tSetpetnfiar  to  die  top  only,  and 
not  to  tfic"  whole  mountain.  Dr. 
Bender  fays  farther  that  the  epithet 
JRt*  mB  not  do  here,  beeaufe  the 
top*  of  nns  ntofentmn  is  vifible  ie- 
rttjH  leagues  off.  But  Sinai  and 
If  or  eB  tit  die  fane  mountain,  with 
t^fcVerai  eminences,  the-  higher 
of  thcmcjfled'Sinai:  andofsmai 
Jofcphus  in  hit  Jewifli  Andquit 
Jfcot  y.  Qbap.  5;  fays  that  it  is  J* 
high,  that  the  top  of  k  canmt  be 
fern  imtk§Mt  fireimng  the  eyet\  In 
this  fenfp  therefore  (thtf  I  believe 


Q£ 

it*  notMOtotf*  tmte  the  tap  4f 
it  may  be  well  faid  to  oefrcret.  In 
Exod.  XYB.it  is  «4  dtat  dteJJ- 
raelites,  when  wcamp'd  at  the  foot 
of  Horeb,  could  find  no  water} 
from  when**  Dr.  Beatky  con- 
cludes, that  Horeb  had  no  eloua* 
or  mHb  about  its  toft  and  that 
timn&mtfioret  top  omuh*  be  here 
meant  as  impfybg  the*  ti*jb  mm*. 
Mm  ag*htflrmof*vo*therb0vo  their 
besubfmveitmk*' voitb  miftt*  I  at> 
vtr  thought  that  any  peader  of  Mis- 
ton  would  havo  trnderitood  from* 
top  in  this*  mate.  Th*  words  ^ 
Horeb  or  of  Shtm  imply  a  doubt  of 
the  poet*  which*  name  was  pvtv  ■ 
pereft  to  be  given  to  that  meant  sin, 
on  t&»  top  cl  which  Mote  rtoeWd 
his  infpiration*  becaaft  Horeb  and 
Sinai  afe  afed  fbr  on*  another  in 
Scripture,  at  may  bcftetiby  oohs- 
faring  £*ed.  HI.  1.  with  Acts  Vtts 
304  but  by  namkg  Sinai  laft,  he 
feemfr  to-  incline  father  to  tluNL 
Mow  it  is  well  known  60m  EaodL 
XIX.  *€.  Ecelut.  XLV.  5.  and 
other  places  of  Script****  dtat 
when  God  gave  hit  laws  to  Mote*, 
on  the  top  of  Sinai,  it  was  otvet 'd 
wkh  €&»*,  dork  oJottds,9&t  fhkk 
yWAr^  itwa*thorefbreyir#atanet 
time  ;in  a  peeatiarfeaiiV:  and  the 
fame  thk|  fbents  intended  by  the 
epkhet  which  oar  poet  uies  upon  die 
very  fame  oceaioa  in  XII.  2zj* 

God  from  the  mount  of  3iuai,  whofc 

SkaHtromblo  be-dtAemdln^  Qfo 

Dr. 
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s  Paradise  lost,     jm** 

Of  Oreb,  or  of  Sinai,  didft  infpfce 

That  fhepherd,  who  fcft  taught  tfre  cholen  feed,      * 

In  the  beginning  how  die  Heav'ns  and  Earth 

Kofe  out  of  Chaos:  Or  if  Skin  hill  id 

Delight  thee  more,  and  Siloa's  brook  that  nWd 

Faft 

Br.  Benricy  (hows  Ait  /vr*/  MET  preach,  and  not  to  ajcend  fc  nar 
is  common  among  the  posts  in  fe-  ptfi  the  bounds  fet  for  them  neon 
icral  languages;  fima  whence  I  pain  of  death.  £rod.  XIX.  SfttW 
Jhould  conclude  that/scr*i it  age-  upon  all  accounts  Jeettt  is  (he  most 
ncral  epithet:  whereas  jscret,  in  proper  epithet,  thsft  could  hat* 
the  fcnm  whkh  I  hare  given  it,  is  been  chosen, 
the  moft  peculiar  one  that  can  be:  9.  Tbstt  JhepherJ,  mskefwfi  ft*  } 
sudtheojoi*  (to  ufe  Dr.  Bendey*  For  Meftt  kept  the  Jkek  of  Jetkm 
words)  if,  ms  the  heft  poets  have  euL  his  fmther-iu-lem.  uod.  111.  \. 
jmdgdy  a  proper  epithet  is  to  he  pre-  And  he  k  very  properly  find  *» 
ferr'dto  a  gemrml  erne,  I  hmne  fitch  mmjrt£rft  taught  the  theft*  feed,  be- 
et eftttmfrr  emrpoet,  that  which  of  ing  the  moft  ancient  writer  among 
thetmowords  is  the  better,  That  I  the  Jews,  and  indeed  the  motYan- 

&(<&%.  fearet)  was  dselmwtd  oy  cient   that  is  now  ^extant  in  the 

mu    Peaae*  world. 

We  have  given  this  excellent  fylkthebegiumugbowthtHemvmi 

Bote  at  length,   as  we  have  met  .       said  Emrti]  Alluding  to  the 

with  feveral peifons  who  have  ap-  firft  words  of  Uepefis. 

proved  pf  Dr.  Bentkv's,  emenda-  '    1 1.  mud  SiUm's  brook]  Sloa  waa 

jtkm.    It  may  be  too  that  the  poet  a  final!  river  that  Aow'd  near  the 


Jw^a  tohexittttuuagmtheuleof  temple  at  Jera&lcm.    It  is 

this  epithet  in  this  place;  for  being  tkufd  Ifai.  VIII.  6.    So  that  in  e£ 

nccnrfomcH  to  make  ufe  of  words  fed  he  invokes  the  heavenly  MfjkV 

in.  Ac  fignjneafion  that  they  bear  that  infpk'd  David  and  the  fts> 

nvjh*  Icatned  languages,  he  may  phets  on  mount  Sion*  and  at  Jent- 

very  well  be  fuppded  to  ufe  the  ialem,  as  well  as  Motes  on  mount? 

word  ><rrr/  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  the  Sin^j. 

hitmftcrttw,  fit  opart  Of  fspar&f,  j,j.  Move  tV  J$mau  umumt,]  A 


like  the  ficntefyvc  fees  in  Virgil,  poetical  expraffion  for  fearing  to  a 

JEn.  VIII.  670,    and  it   appears  highth  above  other  poets.    The 

from  Scripture,  that  while  Moles  moantajns  of  Bosochu     anciently 

was  with  God  in  the  mount,  the  called  Aonia,  were  the  haunt  of 

people  were  not  to  come  .near  it  or  the  Mufcs,  and  that  VirgB,  EcL 

touch  it,  till  after  a  signal  given,  VI.  65. 
and  then  they  were,  only  to  *£-> 
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Faft  by  the  oracle  of  God;  I  tfen* 
Invoke  tty  *#  fo  «Br#dwotrou6  ipg,    ... 
That  with  ap  mkkllc  %)pt  ioteqdft  to  foar 
Above  th'  Aonian;iqpagb  while  it^y^yt 


at  doxerft  u$  ib- 


i  jfertucam  vtrtueWlu- 


\\w+  Ml  hum  1pr  ibpww  by 
wft»  Jpfa^jbat  .comtry  w»  fe* 
■OP*  At  **  tfulafi*  of  it» 


IVH&ienpted  jet  in  froft 
ir-1  Ifilton  appears  to 

rMr  h*re\  from  r/W  in  his  p^ef 
%«,  .jfase  &  is  fix  times  men- 
tkpftt  *Kk  iwysTfocll'd  without 
an  £ ;  whereafjn.  alf  the  editions, 
41  r Jk,  Butyfk  appcar'd,    rbime 

V«h  a&  £,     Milton  jpro- 

aifFerence  in  the 

[  fo  conftant  a  dif- 

jpelling;   and  in- 

lAould  here  under- 

rtimef,  not  the  jinglhtg 

Ilk  endings,  but  verle  in 

*£grd  being  deriv'd 

pu6/Apf:     Ariofto 

frjawm,  M 

widen"  if^suiu  ftr  word  "die  fame 
frith  what  Milton  fain  here.  Pterce. 

to-1- 


33. 

And 

It  is  evident  enough  that  bjr 
rfow  in  this  place  is  meant  terfc 
in  general  -,  but  1  fuppofe  MHton 
thought  it  would  -found  too  low 
and  .familiar  to  tie  ear  to  fay  ho 
profe  or  <uerfef  and  therefore  chofe 
rather  to  wy  in  froft  or  rbinrt. 
When  he  tifi  In  frofe  or  verft,  he' 
adds  an  epithet  to  take  oft  front 
the  commotmefs  of  (he  expreffion, 
as  in  V.  i  jo, 

g~r  ilicJbt  prompt  eloquence 
Flow  4  from  their  lips,  m  frofe  or 
<uerjk. 


It  is  (aid  that  Miltofifoofc  thelirft 
hint  of  this  poem 'from  ill  Italian 
tragedy  called  U  Para&fo-ftrfo ;  and 
it  is  pretemftd  flsf  *W  Mi  *bor-  * 
row'd  largely  fr&m  Mafemns,  s 
Germarf*  Jefeit,  and  fettle*  mode* 
authors;  but  k  h  -afl  a  pretence, 
he  made  trfe  t*f  all  authors,  fed* 
was  his  learning;  bat  inch  is  hfs- 

rnius,  he  is  no  copyer,  has  poem 
phrinlf  an  t*rgliiai,  if  ertr  there 
was  one.  Hts'4tibje&  indeed  ef 
the  fall  of  Mai!  together  with  th* 
principal  epffbdfcs  may  be  "faid  to 
oeas  old  w  Scripture,  bnt  his  maa*-  * 
ncr  of  Handling  them  is  entbelf 
new;  with  new  itttrftratiohs  and  new 
beauties  of  his  own ;  and  he  mar 
as  juftry  toaftof  the  hoireftjr of  hU 
poem,  as  any  of  the  ancient  poets 
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And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Spi'rit,  ith»t  deft  |fr»fer 
Before  all  temples  th'  upright  heart  and  putt,  '  '    *  •' 
Inftrua  trie,  for  Thou  know'ft;  Thou  from  the  firft 
Waftprefent,  aad  with  mighty  wings  outfpread    *p 
Dove-like  fatft  brooding  ott.  )the  raft  abyfe* . 
And  nyyd'ft  it  pregnant:  wjwt  in  roe  k  dafk 

IHumin, 

beftow  that  recommendation  upon  This  addrefi  theaefac  is  no  owe 

their  works;  as  Lucretius  I.  925.  formality.    Yet  fome  may  tfcjtffc 

*.-„..  .  ,  *ha*  he  incurs  a  worfe  charg*  &f 

Am  Kendum  peragro  toca,  nul-  enthiifia4m,  or  even  pftA&ftiifefe 

Iras  ante  vouefckig  inflation  f*r  hk  fit* 

Tnta  folo  :  Sec.  Ibtaajtoe:  but  tht  Scripttke****3' 


Carter*  qu*  vacua*  tenoiffent  car-  prehended,  teaching  that  twtfy  g*d 

mina  mentes  *#>,  in  naturals  as  well  as.jn  p»- 

Omnia  jam  volgata.  ■      ■    ■■  nu»  dtfcmdttb  from  tb$  great  Fttfbtr 

Prism*  ego  in  patriam  &c.  ^  lights,  Jan.  1. 17,    And  an  e%- 

292. — Jnvat  ire  jugis,  qui  nul-  traoMinary  (kill  even  i«  medaani- 

la  priorum  cal  arts  it  there  aicrtbed  to  due  il- 

Caftaliam  molli  divertitur  orbita  liuninatton  of  the  Holy  Qaoft,    It 

divo.  i»  faid  of  Bcgaleel  who  w*»  to 

in.  A»i  chiefly  Tbm,  O  Spirit,  f^tL^T'jfJSufSL 

7&c.j  Invoking  the  Mnfe  is  %%'£*<*  %£'«£? 

tommoidy  a  matter  of  mere  form,  Tt£**!P   'fJ^  1Z£p 

wherein  me  poea  neither  mean,  ZdtiSttStZ  *%£& 

nor  defire  to  be  thought  to  mean  ™*  "  ^JT^.  7  ""•"•""•J* 

any  thing  fcrioufly.    lot  the  Holy  Sid*^  ^w  *"*j£ 

Ghoft  here  invok'd  is  too  folemn  a  ff ""H PSa^a  *~  •  ^nS^* 

name  to  be  ofed  infignificandy:  *m$ 1^ T^S"*?" 

and  befides  our  author, In  the  be-  *0IVrf  "*  author'  **  odfer,^ 

Sung  of  hi.  next  work  Paradife  gfP"-  ^^Tl^0 

^fouplesnottofaytothe  K^-SBS?  ft 

fame  dmne  perfon  ^  H^venly  j^^,  M 

— —  Infpire,  fome  modern  Latin  poems ,    But  X 

As  thou  art  wont,  my  prompted  conceive    that    Milton    intended 

fong,  elfe  mute.  '                 -  fomcthing  mote,  for  I  haver,  been 

informed 
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Hlumi%  fffot  is  low  tftjfe  and  support* 

That  to  die  higbth  of  this  gpeat  argw&eot 

1  may  aflcft  eternal  Providence  *$ 

/kid  jofltty  Ac  ways  of  God  to  Mea, 

Say  firft,  fir  Hesrv'n  hides  nothing  irom  *hy  view/ 
Nor  thedoeptraa  of  HeH,  ky  fitft  what  caufe 

Mov'4 

^fanned  Iwnhofc;  who  had  oppor-  bud,  becanfe  tht  defeat  rf  the 
-fcMkic*  «f  converting  with  hii  wi-  Holy  Ghoft  is  compared  to  a  dove 
torn,  that  flic  waa  wont  to  fey  that  in  Scripture,  Luke  III.  22.  At 
he  did  TtaHy  look  upon  himfelf  as  Milton  ftudied  the  Scripture*  in 
iaftjit'd.  add  I  this*  his  work*  are  tike  original  language,  fab  hnages 
»U  awthOM  1  fail'il  rf  ctthufiafa.  and  exprefioas  arc  ©finer  copied 
]»  the  IcgjMMt  of  his  ad  boflk  framtheje,  than  from  our  toaifla- 
9a «av mMftn s/4mbwvv ff^tfwt/nttf  laoa* 

Ipcrnkk*  «f  hi*  defign  of  wricbg      a*.  Amififfljr  ihmmtffGod 
tjxjem  inihoEagli(hlanpmgc,he  >*  !&*.}  A  verie^  which 

fays,   ««  it  HfHt  :int  10  be  obtained  Mr.  Pope  has  thowht  fit  to  bor- 
*-  by  tfce  invocation  of  Dane  Me-  row  with  fome  litue  variation,  in 

*  MOry  sadder  Siren  daughters,  the  beginning  of  hii  BiTay  on  Man, 

Z  ^JT  mS2?  FayCT  1$?     But  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to 

*  mmad  %bfe  mo  can  enrich  **  7 

#*  wife  all ^*m**x  »d  know-  MMh 

*shedjglj  a*d>fadb  out  bis  Sera-  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  good 
^fbtm.  mkkikt  haltow'd  fife  of  *e*foo  for  Mr,  fope's  preferring 
*li»jdser^  so  fl»ucha*id  purify  tte  die  word  <vindic€tttt  btit  Milton 
#4l|»<lf  wtam^ftee&v  J.  61.  makes  ofe  of  the  word j*fii$t  as  it 
•#tk.  173^.  is  the  Scripture  word,    ?!**  /&ff 

->*  1^  Mru3^fifir  Thtu  imorv/f;]  mmghuft  ht  jnfiifitd  fa  dj  fipitfes, 
flwaiii  Idyl.  JSkn.  116.  Rom.  HI  4.    And  //^  -a.^  ^  G^ 

^w**  v*«»  9*,r*r  «~«  jjumentaove  difconrfci  throughout 

a;  14.  Umfi'bkt fatft  hvmtmgft  M-  juejpoesn,  and  particularly  in  the 
luting  M*  Gfcft.  I.  2.  *fo  fytrif  ^  iWercnces  between  God  the  Fa- 
Asf  jmvtimJb*  foot  tftt*  <uM*trs ;   ther  and  the  Son* 
sSar the  worititet  we  traaflatt  w»i/       27.  So*  firft,  fir  Htarfn  bides  *»- 
figaiiraympcriy  brtodni,  as  a  hfed  thing  from  thy  ioie*wt 

•doth  upon  her  egg*;  and  to  ftps       Mr jyfe deef*r*B  offlf//,^-]  The 
£ke  s>  dfrt*  father  than  any  other  poets  attribute  a  trind   of  omni- 

K  2  fciencc 
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Mov'd  our  £&ftd 'parents*  kk'that  liappjr  iWte,  I 

Favor'd  of  Heif'ii  fo  Mghly,  to  fell  off  --  jo 

From  their  Creator,  and  tranfgrefc  his  will ■•"'  • '' 

For  one  reftraint,  lords  of  Ac  world  befides  r  '•  *  i 

Who  firft  feduc'd  them  to  that  foul  revolt? 

Th'  infernal  Serpent;  he  frw&sj  whofegoife, :  A. 

Stirr'd  up  with  envy  and  revenge,  'decerr'd  35 

The  mother  of  mankind,  wHafc  time  his  pride 

Had 

fdence  to  the   Mnfe,   and  tert  IVinftmd  to^^fy/Animita- 

rightly,  as  it  enables  them  to  fpeak  tion  of  Homer,  Iliad;  I.  8.  where 

of  things  which  ooakl  not  other-  thequeftion  isafit'd,  aid  the  aa* 

wife  be  fuppofed  to  come  to  their  fwer  returned  much  in  the  Gun© 

knowledge.    Thus  Homer,  Iliad,  manner.                                  '" 

.  -s. .  T/*  t  «ep  ^«t  Sw  ic*//  (nvftr 

^^     3  Apr**  xj  A/©-  w©% 

And  Virgil  -AnVII.!  64  J.  * 

Et  meminiftis  enint  Divse,  et  me-       38,    ~T  4f  w^  **' <#««?    . 
'  morare  poteftw.  ***  fi*  **flff  »  J*/"?  «3w/  #/ 


**.i     ,  M  f   l  •      i.«t«.  ^*,]  Here  Dr.  Bendcyob* 

Milton's  Mufe,  heme  die  HotySpt.  j«as,  that  Satan's  «imc  was  not, 

rit,  mull  of  oourfoobeoiwufcient.  his  aiming  «bmH  Ms  pun:  he  was 

And  the  mention  oft  Hwetn  -and  j*.  ffa€  high  +bav$tkm  bcfoip,  aa 

JEfr//  is  wry  pwpeiiinfthis  plaoo,  as  the  Doclor  proves  from  V.  81 2. 

thefcewof  fo  areata  part  of  the  But  tho1  this  be  true,  yet  Milton 

poem  is  laidfomtiaesin  Hclly  and  may  bcright  liw^for  the  force  of 

ioinecimesin.Heayfen*)  ■>  the  woods  fcemv;n*r that  Satta 

32,  ftr  •»*  ripreiHta    For  one  ^dtofetU^lfaIm^sfnrst 

thing  that    was    reflcain'd,    every  b?1  "***  hc  W/r  *  "  A*  ?m/'lA  ' « 

tHing  dfe  being  freely  indulged  to  *ty^*^K*l?^&2& 

them,  and  only  the  tree  of  know-  «*!™i^*-<^^^«f 


ledge  forbidden. 


were  fat  in.    He*e  wai^sirxrini** 
*«i<thii4s  what  God  4&aMM<  hhtt 

feulrmlt?  -4*0*^  ;  .  .  jw  j  dt;r;i/c. 

—  wh« 
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Hadcafrllfeivootfr(KriHcav,n>  with  all  His  hod 

0£  rebel  Angels*  hy  whofeaid  aspiring 

To  fet  himftlf  its  glory*  above  his  peers, 

He  trailed  to  hato  equaled  the  merft  High,  4* 

If  he  opposed;  and  vfrtfcrambitidiis  aiot 

Againft  the  .thtoric  and  'tmnarchy  of  God 

Rais'd  impious  war  hi  Heav'n  and  battel  proud 

With  v«flN«ett»t*    B\m  the  algwghty  Power 

trJtl  Hurl'd 

*   <-~-—wh*  intend*  to*  eteiSt  his  often  cuts  off  the  vowel  91  the  end 

-*;*.  >     throne  of  a  word,  when  the  next  word 

Bqaal  to  onra,  — —  :  begins  with  a  vowel;  though  he 

-■,!  does  not  like  the  Greeks  wholly 

And  in  VI.  88.  Milton  fays  that  the,  drop  the  vowel,  bat  ftill  retains  it 

rebel  Angels  hop'd  in  writing  like  the  Latins.    Ano-, 

—      .     .  :     t  ^   .      "■    ther  liberty,  that  he  takes  likewifo 

To  win  the  mount  of  God,  and   fof  ^  g^atCf  ^         ment  ^ 

on  nis  throne  variety  of  his  verification,  is  pro- 

™™cf Cftf|W  '  nouncing  the  fame  word  fometimes 

A d?3^  ^  ^  ■;     .  as  two  fyllables,  and  fometimes  as 

4*p*£v ,  t  \     -,  only  one  fyllable  or  two  (hort  ones. 

Set?  ttfeftf  6te  fime  purpofe  VII.  We  have  frequentbftances  in^/- 

iM  ^.  -From  thefe  phages  it  J*  rm+nt,  ^¥A«i 

iRi*  thtt  there  is  no  ocSulon  fcveral  4^  wor^  Bijtthen  tfefc 

^Berifley's  alteration,  which  ^^^^^l^J^ 

k^flrfs  attenoea  witn  tnis  inconvenience^ 

™??*  •    -  that  his  numbers  feem  embaraiVd 

'■isoir/-  *       — —  afoiring    J  to  fuch  readers,  as  know  not,  or 

*tF4>  #&**  and  glory  above  the  Son  know  not  readily,  where  inch  elK 

*/  G*£        Pearce.  fion  or  abbreviation  of  vowels  is 

to  take  place;  and  therefore  for 

Befifks  the  other  methods  which  their   fakes    we  wall   take  care 

Milton  has  employed  to  diverfify  throughout  this  edition  to  mark 

assimpcove.his  numbers,  he  takes  fuch  vowels  as  are  to  be  cut  off, 

A*  fime  liberies  as  Shakeipear  and  fuch  as  are  to  be  contra&ed  and 

and  others  of  our  old jpoets,  and  in  abbreviated,  thus' . 
imitation  of  the  Greek*  and  Latins 

K  3  45.  Hurti 
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Hurl'd  headldhg.flambg  frail  th*  ethereal  firy,       4  j 

With  hideous  rain  and  combuftion,  down 

To  bottomlefs  perdition,  there  to  dwell 

In  adamantin  chains  and  penal  fire, 

Who  durft  defy  th'  Omnipotent  to  arms'. 

Nine  times  the  /pace  that  meaferes  day  aiwJ  mgjht  50 

To  mortal  men,  he  whh  hit  horrid  cretr    ' 

Lay  vanqutth'd,  rolling  in  die  fiery  gulf, 

Confounded  though  immortal :  But  his  doom 

Hefenr'dhimtomoreitrathi  fofnowthetftought 

Bom 

45.  BttrN headlong  flaming  from       48.  In  adamantin  chains']  JEichy* 
th*  ethereal  Jly,\  Horn.  Iliad.   Ins  Prometh.  6. 

^Zif:  r{l*>V»> *******  50.  Ntm  times  to]    The  nine 

^w/0/0,  dava  afbufluneat,  im  which  *e 

Hurl'd  headlong  ddwnWard  from  fag**8  ty  intranced  after  their 

th'ethartal  ^  fight      Pope,  dreadful  overthrow  and  fall  from 

Heaven,  before  they  could  recover 

46.  With  hideous  rub  and  torn*  either  the  life  of  thought  or  fcee^ 
hftianJRmnudaif'dtom  »  a  ftoble  ctrcumfance,  and  Very 

***  and  includes  the  idea  of  fid-  fefcV  "nagged.    The  diviflon  of 

fing  with  violence  and  precipka-  Hell  into  feas  of  fire,   and  Into 

©on,  and  tombuftio*  is  more  than  ****  ground  impregnant  with  the 

faming  in  the  forming  mfe,  k  u  &**  furious  clement,   With  that 

burning  in  a  <ktm&dm*mcr<    So  particular  circumfiance  of  the  ex- 

that  he  wis  not  only  hurPd  toad*  &&**  of  hope  from  thofe  mftrhal 

hwg  JUamkg,  bat  he  was  hnrl'd  **&>**>  arcinftanoes  oftheftfenft 

headlong  flaming  with  hideous  rmn  $**  ***  fruitful  invention. 

mndcmfnjtbnf  and  what  occasion  JUSfim* 

is'  there   then  for  reading  with  6a.- — 4bvb^«^&]  Milfcfet 

Dr.  BcnUey«^^infteadofnPSt-  ftem*  to  have  ofed  thefe  words  to 

*jW*f  ^^  ^w-   AWWule  dtrkneft 
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$oth  of  J*ft  bappipefc  *nd-  bftjug,p«4«  5* 

Torment*,^;  round he throws hisjwdefyl eyes, 

That  wit*e#4  Huge  affliftion  and  difoaay 

Mix'd  with  obdurate  pr&e  and  ftedfeft  hate : 

At  once,  as  fa  as  Angela  ta  h«  ^n* 

$he  difeial  fixation  -wafte  antf  wild;  60 

A  dungepn  hiOf ri^le  qn  all  fi^fcs  found 

As  one  great  fcinace  ftmv'd,  yet  fron*  thofe  flames 

No  li^^at  f^t^cr  darknefs  yifible 

Serv'd  &$$,&  drover  fights  of  woe, 

Regions 

u  ftriaiy  fpeakine  invifible ;  but  "  where  fome  difmal  tapers  af- 

wheWtl^sTgtoom  only,  there  «  «He$juff  light  enough  to  fee 

is fo  much   light   remaining   as  «  the  ferity."  See  Ls  gfijr 

ferves  to  fl»w  that  there  are  ob-  on  Epic  Poetry,  p.  4*    """P*" 

feat,  and  yet  that  thofe  object  too  express  huafetf  «»  the  fame 

cannot  be  dminaiy  feen:  In  this  poetical  manner.  Bac.  510. 

feme  MBton  fcems  to  ufe  the  (bong  .,«*«_ 

ttd boHexpremon,  iarkm^fiS.  "ff.-T.  <W"  •"**  *"*«f- 

Pearce;  There  is  much  die  fame  image  in 

^Seneca  has  a  like  expreffion,  freak-  Spenfer,  but  not  fo  bold,   Fairy 

ing  of  the  Grotta  of  Paufilypo,  Queen,  B.  l.Cant  i.St.  14. 

.  Seoec.  Epift.  LVII,  Nihil  illo  car-  '             .              ^^  „ 

eerelonpus,  nihil illis faucibus ob-  A btde glooming light, much bke 

fcurins,  qua:  nobis  prasftant,  non  ut  «  made. 

•  +"  ,mbr?,  vide*?T'. kd  £  *£•  Or  after  all,  the  author  might  per- 
And,  as  Moof.  Voltaire  obferves,  h™  afc.  Ae  y,*  f^m  hunfcif  in 

.  Antonio  de  Solis,   in  his  excellent  y/n  P(Bnferofo 
Hiftory  of  Mexico  hath  venwr'd  ■»«*«»"      » 
on  the  fame  thought,  when  fpeak-     Where  glowing  ember*  through 
inz  of  the  place  wherein  Monte-  die  room  yt> 

£uma   was  wont  to  confult  hit  'Teach    light    «•  coutftifett   a 
Deities; '**<  Twas  a  lai|je:  dm*  gloom. 

«  fu^erraaew   *am^   §y»  he, 

JL  4  /*•  ** 
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|L^iohi  of  fbrt-awg^dalcAd-fliadefej  tthecfc  pease  6^ 
And  fefrcftirtflrier  dViieHj  Bopetncver<-cometf ;  or. 
That  cflfces  «^fnbbe,io»taw*w(flK)«!«aa^  »       •' 
Still  urges,  andid  fidrjrdttogei  ****   -..    .:#.■ 
With  efreNsuitolHgffiil^ur  tfflfconfuHtfde      -  > 

Such  place  et«ftii*if  uftice  had  jWepaftt  x  70 

Forthoferebemiuf^baifetheiPWlsfeftfcrdainU 
Irf^tterdarkne^,  «^£^if' portion  {fct    -      m    •  A 
As  far  remov'r'^k^ted'afla'iight  of  Hea^W,-   ••' 
As  fryk "fibe'teiftctelce  to  th^tmoft  pole.-  •  jl 


72.   In  utter  darhttfi^  Dr.  Bent-  TD1  to  die  bridge's,,  utttr^ate  I 

ley  reads  M*/*r  here  and  in  many  *      t  came.     *   Ttyef. 

other  places  of  this  poem,  becaufe  :   *  'J; 

if  is  in Scripture,  t&  cxoTtr  T"«  *F-  74-    As  from  the  tenter  thrice  /# 

vmr:    But   my  dictionaries  tell  /£'  *t*oJ?J*leJ]  Thricsas  fiur 

me  that  *j//r  and  outer  are  both  as  it  is  _  from  the  center  of  the 

the  fame  word,  differently  fpeil'd  earth  (which  is  the  eetiter  of  the 

and,  pronounced.      Milton,  in  the  world  according  to  l&konYfyftem, 

Argument  of  this  book,  fays  in  a  IX;  103.-airiX.tf71.)  tettarprie 

place  tf  utter  darkwfi%  and  no  where  of  the  world;  for  it  is  He  pote  of 

throughout  the  poem  does  the  poet  the  univerfe,  far  beyond  the  pole 

ufc  outer.                           Pearce,  of  the  earth,  which  1s  hesto  M¥& 

**•  Cvt»  *  St  H-  above  the  ewt*, 

Jrteiiwer  garment fteglrit  tV*t+  fr*  ***  »«*>  Bad.WH.vt6* 

•„../*■  touch.  VirgUm^csit/^/Vraifer,    ^ 

^n4  *gaia,$.  4.  Cant.  to.  St.  4 r.  •  #**•  Twi Tutatfuasipfe 
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Qibommi&B&c  friabe  from  whencrtfcty t&lW  •  -7$ 
There  tboiaampnnons  ofi  his  -frit,  o'«nmfeeU&''d  ■* 
With  flocdaaod  whirlwinds  ef  tdmpcftnon$nfirc,  ■.-.  r 
He  fooa  difccrns,  and  wdtf  ring  by  hft&le 
One  next  himfotfrin.pnp'r,  and  neal4»  crime,  •  -  .../■ 
Long  after  kittw***  Eateftipe*  Mid  nam'4  '  •  .  Zq. 
BeazebttbV;  T<>whom<H'Arch-Eip«nyi  •    * 

And  thence  ialfawfacall-d  Satan,  with  bold  words 
Brcafe^jfal)ar#,]fcRce  tfo&,J>egan. 
If  tho£j|!qeft.l)e;  bv$  O.  hawfalTn!  how  cjiang'd 

From 

Qoantus  ad  sthereom  ccelirofpe-  nfon'with  jfl^s  defcrmtion  by  Mjl- 

^tOlyrppnm   Jin.  VI. '577.  ton,   conctiidiiig  with  that  artfbl 

. ;;           _     V     f  contraft,    x* 

Arilffi*'*te«tftft         ^  Q  ^  ^  ^  placc  ^ 

-A*  far  aemov'd  few»  Gpd  and    .     .whctoMkftK  fdU  . 
.Aa^AcceatoCSnV#tott,i^-    "  Si/'JwM^Ttaloid.or  Hies, 

moft.ppk:  .    ^M?^$£*  "J^  * 

^  aty  of  the  Philistines,  a  King  I.  a* 

Am  tf  AA  thsee  creat  poet*  had  He  U  called  frinc*  of  the  Vrvih, 

tiS&STi^^  and  Mat  tn.  24.  therefore  deferred^ 

tied  with  «*ch<#h*r,  wbofcouU  here  made  second t©  Satan  Welf. 

dsttesMJ  Hrt*idMa-f*  thf  depth  of  -  Hmw. 

Hefc*c*tft<    AftlfiN^  whoto       $*.  AtJFthn*  in  Hto»V  cJtd 

defcription  of  #e«  a*  much  «^-  SatsmJSor  the  word  £*/«» 

ceeds  thein,  as  in  this  fingle  cir-  i^^kar&w  signifies  an  enemy :  h» 

efirfbnee rf  the 4epds<rf k.  And  ^ the  enemy  by  way  of  eminence, 

how  fcfrfl  and  nnnflc/Hng  ia,thc  ^cJiief  ene$ryoiLGodand  Ma*. 


1      Hom^a^lte  A»^«^  *«  thoogto  in  the  firft  fpe^ch  and 
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Frtanhiip^  Tvhoin«hBhjifpy  Wftto»^f  light       .fig 
Cloth<d  wth  frmfe^nt  taigbt&t&didft  out&toe  .  1 
MyiMfttangb.'bagi*!  If  he  whoturtoutualkague,' 
United  thought*  sod  eowftfo*  oqaal  hep* 
And  h&ard  ia  tfa  gtoricw .  witerptUe, 
Jjia'd  with,  me  onae,.  :H6w  mttcry.  hath  joiotf.     90 
Li  equal  ru/M".  into  what  pk  tfc&o  last 
•:'•  Front 

description  of  Satan,  wfco  it  *ne  whom  be  fpeaks,  and  goes  en  to 

of  the    principal   adorn   in   (hit  declare  hit  piuod  ttnyelentiag  mind, 

poem,  are  wonderfkHy  proper  to  Ricbardfau 

me  u*.  a  full  idea  of  him.    Hi»  „           ,      _   ,       „  ,„   .  , 

pfide  -envy  and  revenge,  obftinacy  84-  •—  **  O  *«>  A^«  •'  *»• 

4efpair  and  impenitence^  are  all  of  tbmgd        .   .         .»  . « 

^wWvwyWdlyintemoFen.  Ia  **»  **J  He  imitates  Ifaiah 

fcort,  hitnrftfpeccb,  is  a  compli-  "*  V"*1"  **  *?"*!■*  !&* 

cation,  of  allrbose  paffioos.  which  xrv#  **•  Hew  **  '***/**«*>  &c 

tokmts  ifcemfelm  fepanttejy  in  and  Vkgffs  £n.  II.  x74. 

several  other  of  his  fpeeches  in  Hei  mihi  qualis  erat!  quantum 

the  poem.                        ^,/4/i*.  mutatus  ab  illo  f 

The  cheap  aaAcpa^ioo  of  thefe  8fi    c^v   ^  <w^BBfar 

enemies  of  Cod  u  moft  artfully  e?c-  triBu,..r.  am  *,t/t/., 

^dmthe.abru^ofdiebe.  j^&t^t|^mita«d 

tTPASFlS^1    e?°*l  fiomHomer,dlya:<>I.  110.  where 

^^'co^Sonf^  feaith°Ugh  *"  °f  W  *• 

.with  that  in  which  they  lately  B0»aafu'» 

were.    He  attempts  again  to  open  t»i*,  F  ettyrmr* +*M9*h  *•** 

hiseuad;  cannot  proceed  on  w*at  /»«„*,«.           BeWtoy. 
lie  satends  to  fay,  but  returns  so 


iefe  sad  tho«dtts;  fill  oenbdng  ot.frjfoefofte.^Soitsaiftalhshe 

whAbas-'o*  reaOf  his  aflMate  ia  editions.  And >j«iJ«wshBriBfls*- 

the  nviek,  as  now  m  mSery.  and  ley's  emendation,  which  Dr.Pearc* 

mini  by  Jthat  time  he  had  expa-  allows  (and  I  heKeve  every  body 

4ated  on  this  (his  heart  was  op-  muft  allow)  to  be  jnft  and  proper; 

piefc'd  with  it)  he  is  afiurod  to  it  being  very  eagr  to  miflake  e#e  of 
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From  whaihighth  fttfn,  ^moolitfecftrongtr  proved 
He  with  bit  thunder- 1  and  till  then  who  knew 
Thefoit*<tf  thofedke«d»*  $et  Mfc  for  thofrr 
Nor  what  the  potent  vidor  m  hb  rap>  r      9$ 

Can  el(e  inftift,  do  I  repent  or  change,     n    -         * 
Though  choHg'd  in  outward  luftte,  that  fix'd  iftiAd* 
And  high  dlrtkin  from  ftnJe  of  injur' d  merit,  V  • 

TM 

ihefe  words  ibr  the  other;  and  other  N&  n*b*$  &  pttoH  i&tir  i*tk 

inftances  perhaps  may  occur  in  the  rap 

courfe  of  this  work.  Equal  ruin  hath  &*  -eft  i*fla,   d$  I  tofto*  *» 

join'd  now,  as  ^««/  imk  join'd  be-  otavg?,  &c]  Milton  in  thjb 

fore;  fomewhat  like  that  in  Ovid's  and' other  paJfeges,  Where  he k  dov 

Jtfcttmoxphofis,  I.  351.  j  {bribing  the  fierce  and  unrelenting 

n  c~~  o  «n,?nV  n  *««;..*  uj.  *Wr  rf  ^^^  fcents  Very  pkWjr 
°  f^>?TOJ">0ftminafol>  to  4uw«  copied  after  the  piftore 

ftrperttes,  that**fchyltts  gfr ea  of  Protnet**** 

Quam  commune  mihigcWB,et  pa-  Thi  Prometheus  fpcatkg  of  j*. 

truelia  ongo,  pitcr  p^  Vm8L  . 

Demde  torus  junxit,  none  lpfa  pe-  ,     „  I  » 

ricula  jungunt.  —  enfll**  /***  at9*k**&  f  xof , 

/«  r^W  r»iff  can  not  amwer  to  i«  tbt  riiuaft 

vieriwM   tattrprtfi,   becaufe  Milton  +k      ^  ff 

places  a  comma  after  r^r^,  and  X9"»*  *v**7*  W*  **  7* 
an  couftru&ion  it  follows  after  ha-  &m%Tm9 

\%ard,  and  iiot  after  jrind.  Tfaf^m  y?  «Ar  rm  J**  p!9  *fi 
.  ^  x*t  Q&rou.  x»  r.  A.   Tfcjrfcr. 

JainVof  God,  tho'  Re  cannot  but  ™  J1  $*,***  ^S"*'  B'  K 

acknowledge  his  fiipejiorify.     So  Umt  l#  bt"  ** 

•gain  *er.  257.  His  gall  did  grate  for  grief  W 

— -  aH  but  kft  tkan  he  _.  /*       ,   '  r-    - 

*hom  thunder  hath  mad*  greater.  P»b**  -*-0*»  *  *•  ^- 
•  Hans,   £rom  whom  no  doubt  Me 

Aa*    m**j*  »* /*##,  Wit.        Tipr. 

105. — w&tf 
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That  with  the  Mighticft  rais'd  mc  to  contend, 

And  to  the  fieffce  contention  brought  ilorig      *    lod 

Innumerable  fbfee'  of  Spirits  arm'd,       ;  ■   •  •  ?• 

That  durft  diflikeiiis  reign,  and  me  preferring, 

His  utmoft  pow'r  with  adverfe  powY  oppos'd 

In  dubious  battel  on  the  plains  of  Heaven, 

And  flittok  his  throne.  What  tfcoogh  the  field  be!  loft? 

All  is  not  loft;  th*  unconquerable  will,  106 

And  ftudy  of  revenge,  immortal  hate, 

And  courage  never  to  fubmit  or  yield, 

And  what  is  elfe  not  to  be  overcome ;  l  ^ 

That  glory  never  (hall  his  wrath  or  might  it& 

Extort  from  me.    To  bow  and  fue  for  grace 

With  fuppliant  knee;  and  deify  his  power, 

Who 

105.  t-i-  What  though  the  field  he  and  if  there  be  anjr  thing  elfe  (be-  • 

lofit  fides   the  particulars   mention'd). 

AJlis  not, loft  \  &c]  This  paflage  which  is  not  to  be  overcome. 
is  an  iexqeUent  improvement  upon  Pearee. 
Satan's  fpoech  to  tne  infernal  Spi-  no.  That  glory  &c.  ]  Thai  re- 
nts in  Taflb*  Cart.4.  St.  ie.  but  fers  to  what  went  before ;  Ms  «*-: 
seems,  to  be  exprefs'd  from  Fairfax  conquerable  will  andftudy  of  revenge; 
fcis.tranflatipn  rather  than  from  the  his  immortal  hate  and  courage  nennr 
Original.  to  fubmit  or  yield,  and  what  hefidet 

Wefcft.tfefeld,  yctloftweaot  *  ■*  *°  t  Tomei  f*%  **?*' 
our  heart.  J**?*  )»&"*!  •»*  ****7- 

he  lavs  God  never  mould  extort 
109.  And  *wbat  h  elfe  not  to  he  from  him.  And  then  begins  a  fiftp' 
PvrraiMeQ  Here  Jhould  be  fentence  according  to  afl  the  beflf 
no  note  of  interrogation,  but  only  editions,  To  Bow  and  fue  for  great* 
a  fe  mi  -colon.  The  words  And  what  fee — that  were  low  indeed,  Sec  that 
etfe  *w  fp  Be  overcome  fignify  Et  fi  ftill  referring  to  what  went  before  % 
fuidfii  aiiud  qutfd  fitperaH  moueof,  and  by  obferving  this  ponduation, 

thi* 
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Who.from  tb&tflFmrt>£  tJw  JU»^>  j»tp  .     _ 
ppubtedh^empifc^,  that  were  to w  intfeed^ ,    #. 
That  were  an  i&fflPff'  w4,*h^l#|^> ;  _  i j$ 
This  down£$*M9R  |$£*S  *S%P^fh  ^C^dp  r?T 
And  tl^/<?p>fiyreal  >#^  mV+fflf  «  ,r  •-    ^ 
Since  throug^w^ppripiicc  ofnt^  f^ragf.  . ,  ^  Vi 

^Te  may  with  mqye  fuccef$fijl  ^Jft^pfolye  i  jto 

To  wage  by  force  ^igi^(^n^n^?  -.  p  ^ 

IrreconcUeable  ^  our  gra»4  ^  nv^r   %    A 

Who  now  triumphs,  and  in  th'  ^cef^^f  J^r f^  ?    A 

Sole  reigning  h^dds  the  tyranny,  $fp^ven.        .  ^ 

So  fpafc*fh'  agoftate  Aiigel^  tfrrogl^  j^i  pain,  y  ^ 

Yaunting  aloud^  h«fi  i«!kUw^4^^^w ;   ,  . ^ 

sV/  l  Aha 

this  wkole  paflagp,  which  has  per-  fucce&ollv, ,  notwithfanding   the 

plexfd  «nd  conronnded  To  many  prefent  tnumph  of  their  adverfiry 

readers  and  writers,   h  ^render'd  in  Heaven, 
plain  opd  eafy  to  be  understood.  1 24,  —  tbt  tjramty  &f  Ht&vtn.] 

1 16^  a—  ^?«f/  £yy&/*  Ac  ]  .  For  The  poet  fpcakmg  m  his  own  per- 

Satan  fuppoles  die  Angels  to  fub-  fon  at  ver.  42.  of  the  fupremacy 

lift  by  fate  and  neceffity,  and  he  of  the  Deity  calls  it  the  throrfc  end 

rtpreJents  them  of  an,  /*gfr#£/,.fhat  mexarcLy  of  God}  but  here  very  iH- 

is*  *  JsV*jk  fubftance,   as  tne  Scrip-  fully  alters  it  to  lb*  tyrmiy  &f  ffea- 

tfflOJtfelf  doth;  Hi  makeib  bis  An-  <v?n.         Thyer.  —  - 


ffk'Jk'rits,  ami  bis  mnifins  attaint  **?.  &*Mtt  HfJbdUti  Jxrii, 

%&.  wy.  CIV.  4.   *feh.  I.  7.  /fc'  *«  J**,  ^^ 

Saiwdi&auis  to  fubmit,  fince  the  Vaunting" aloud*  but  tacKd  <witb 

Angel*  (as'lie  fays)  are  neceitarily  detf  Jtfair:]  The  fenfeof 

immortal  and  cannot  be  deftroy'd,  the  lafl  verie  nfes  finely  above  that 

at^£jH^>,toa,they  .ace.  now  im-  of  the  former :  In  the  firft  verie  it 

prrottLiia  jarjwrience^  and   may  14  only  fai&  that  he  ftake.  fbtugb  V 

***>**>  «Wry.  »  *bfb*W  * morc  *•? ;-  fe  ftp  Uft  the  poet  expreffes 

11  a^- 
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And  him  thus  anfwer'd  fboa  his  bold  compeer,     *  * 

O  Prince,  O  Chief  of  many  throned  Powers 
That  led  th9  tobatfiel'd  Seraphim  to  war 
Under  thy  condnft,  and  m  dreadfol  deeds  13a 

Fearlefe,  indanger'd  Heay'n's  perpetual  king, 
And  put  to  proof  his  high  fupremacy , 
Whether  upheld  by  ftrength,  or  chance,  car  fate;    ' 
Too  well  I  fee  and  rue  the  dine  event,  <* 

That  with  fad  overthrow  and  foal  defeat  *j$ 

Hath  loft  us  Hcav'n,  and  all  this  migfrtyhoft         1 
In  horrible  deftra&ion  laid  thus  low. 
As  far  as  Oods  and  heaVnly  cflbnees' 
Can  perifh :  for  the  mind  and  fplVit  remains 
Invincible,  and  vigor  foon  returns,  14& 

Though  aitwr  glory9  extind,  and  huppy  ftate 


a  great  dell  more;  for  Satan  not  flioold  remark  here  the  . 

only  $akt  but  lie  watmud  aloud,   of  the  word  prrpttual.     'Bah 

and  yet  at  the  fame  time  he  was  doth  not  fey  i/ir**/  Jug;  for  itbea 

not  only  m  pm*9  bat  was  r/zriV  he  could  not  have  boafted  of  /»- 

*wfr£  <&#  Jtjpair.  Pearce.   daagering  his  kingdom :  but  he  en- 

The  poet  had  probably  in  view  devors  to  detra&  as  modi  ai  he 

ahiafafiagp  of  Virgil,  An.  1. 208.   can  from  God's  everlafting  domi- 

TaKa  yoce  refcrt;  antique  In-  ■*>*  f«*  c£»*»  only  ^ 

gentibui  ager  ***»  ^g  froin  tunc  unmemonal 

^pemyduuaml^pnmitaltum  «  wMl0ut  interruption,  as  Ovid 

OOtfle  ddowm.  %Kf%  ftrfttumn  mrmm9  Met.  I.  4. 

—  prinnupie  aborigine  misuti; 
\%\.*—i*fag*MH*m?iCifer*     Ad  rata  pcrpetanm dedoctfee ten*- 
jprfw*/ tag,)   3&e  reader  pom  carmen. 

What 
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Here  fwalloW'd  opl  in  endtefs  mMery.    w\ ■  < <  >'■  < -  x 
But  what  if  he«ur  conqu'ror  (whom  I  ntt*        •* 
Of  force  beta*  almighty,  fine*  m\tk 
Than  fuch  could  hate  o'er*jsow*r 'dfoch  fence  an  ottt) 
Have  left  us  thk  tmr  Jpi'rit  and  fttttgch  entire     146 
Strongly  to  fafler  and  fupport  our  pata*, 
That  we  may  faM&ct  hit  vengefolito, 
Or  do  him  mightier  ferviee  as  his  thralls 
By,  right  of  war,  whate'er  his  bufinefs  be  1 50 

Hen  in  tha  fcart  of  Hell  to  work  in  fire, 
Or  do  his  erranda  in  the  gloomy  deep ; 
What  can  it  then  avail,  though  yet  we  feel 
Strength  uid&wnuVd,  or  etwnal  bang 
to  undergo  eternal  punishment  ?  *55 

Whereto  wkh  fpeedy  words  th'  Arch-Fiend  reply'd. 

Fall'n 


■r/> 


.ttfctt  Beaaebub  moans  here  »  «x-  «/  A*"*'  «*»««w»  **«■ 
Mtfi'd  more  « large  afterwards  by  l»Juthappom<edfo»ue  w  fuffiarv 
W  wr.  637.  M«*  ismmmes  of  «h»  way  of 

rTY.,.       "  (peaking  may  be  found  in  tut 

;,    .    -  „-_  But  he  who  reign*        poem.      Pearct. 
ntlonrnxh  in  Heav"n,  tffl  then  as 

,;•     onefcenre  156.  Wbtrm  — "]  To  what  be 

^  Sat  on  his  throne,  upheld  by  old  had  fcid  laft,  whkh  had  ftartled 

repute,  _  Satan,  and  to  which  he  minks  it 

LCmmmtorcnftoin,  He.  proper  to  make  *Jf**^f  reply. 

%«£  wsnft  are  better  applied 

,150. vibateer  Us  bu/aufs  be]   here  than  «»i«  mltfftfl*  «*  al- 

Tbe  bufinefc  which  God  hath  ap-   ways  in  Homer, 
pointed  for  us  to  do.    So  ia  II.  70. 

r  »57«— * 
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Fairn  Cherub,  to  be  weak  is  miserable 
Doing  or  fullering :  but  of  this  be  fare, 
To  do  ought  good  never  will  be  our  tafk, 
But  ever  to  do  ill  our  fole  delight, 
As  bei'ng  the  contrary  to  his  high  will 
Whom  we  refift.    If  then  his  providence 
Out  of  our  evil  feek  to  bring  forth  good, 


i6q 


Our 


r  xyi.—tohevseakismiferaiU 

Doing  vrfuffering:]  Satan  having 
in  his  fpcech  boafted  that  the 
firengtb  of  Gods  could  not  fait,  ver. 
1 1 6.  and  Beelzebub  having  find, 
ver.  146.  if  God  has  left  us  this  our 
ftrength  entire*  to  fitffer  psan  fironglj, 
or  to  do  him  mightier  fervice  as  bis 
thralls,  what  then'  can  our  ftrength 
avail  us?  Satan  here  replies  very 
properly,  whether  we  are  to  Juffer 
or  to  work,  yet  (till  it  is  fome  com- 
fort to  have  oar  ftrength  tindimi- 
aifh'd ;  for  it  is  a  mferabk  thing, 
(fays  he)  to  he  'weak  and  without 
ftrength,  whether  we  are  doing  or 
filtering.  This  is  the  fenfe  of  the 
place ;  and  this  is  farther  confirmed 
uy  what  Belial  fays  in  U.  199. 

—  To  fuferta  to  do 
Ourjtrength  is  equal  — •     Pearce. 

159.  To  do  ought  good  never  will 
be  our  tajk,}  Dr.  Bcntlcy 
would  read  it  thus, 

To  do  ought  good  will  never  be 
our  tafk, 

as  of  a  fmoother  and  ftronger  ac- 
cent: but  I  conceive  that  Milton 


intended  to  vary  the  accent  of  never 
and  ever  in  the  next  verfe. 

169.  But  fee  the  angry  viBor  bmh 
recalTd&c.)  Dr.  Bentley 
hath  really  made  a  very  material 
objection  to  this  and  fome  other 
pafiages  of  the  poem,  wherein  the 
good  Angels  are  reprefented,  as 
purfuing  the  rebel  hoft  with  iro 
and  thunderbolts  down  through. 
Chaos  even  to  the  gates  of  Hell; 
as  being  contrary  to  the  account^ 
which  the  Angel  Raphael  gives  to 
Adam  in  the  6th  book.  And  it 
is  certain  that  there  the  good  An- 
gels are  order'd  to  fta*d  ftill  only 
and  heboid,  and  die  Meffian  alone 
expels  them  out  of  Heaven,  and 
after  he  has  expelled  them,  and 
Hell  has  dos'd  upon  them,  VI.  880. 

*■  Sole  vidor  from  th'expulfion  of 

his  foes 
Meftxah   his   triumphal    chariot 

turn'd : 
To  meet  him  all  his  Saints,  who 

filent  ftood 
Eye-witnefles  of  his  almighty  afts, 
With  jubilee  advanced. 

Thefe 
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Our  labor  muft  be  to  pervert  that  end, 
And  out  qf  good  (till  to  find- means  of  evil ; 
Which  oft-times  may  fucceed,  fo  as  perhaps 
Shall  grieve  hixn,  if  I  fail  not,  and  difturb 
His  inmofl:  counfek  from  their  deftin'd  aim. 
But  fee  the  angry  viftor  hath  rccall'd 
His  npotftejrs  of  vengeance  and  purfuit 


*5 


16* 


170 
Back 


Hide  account*  are  plainly  con- 
trary the  one  to  the  other :  out  the 
amor  doth  net  therefore  contra- 
S6t  himfelf,  nor  is  one  part  of  his 
fcheme  incoofiftent  wkh  another. 
For  it  fhould  be  confidered,  who 
are  thefcriona  that  give  thefe  dif- 
ferent accounts.  In  book  the  6th 
the  Angel  Raphael  is  th$  fpeaker, 
and  therefore  his  account  may  be 
depended  upon  «  the  gewrin  and 
exad  troth  of  the  matter.  *  But  in 
(fee-other  pafiages  Satan  hirnfejf  or 
fame  of  his  Angels  are  the  fpcak- 
ersj  and  th$y  were  too  proud  and 
oMnate  ever  to  acknowledge  die 
Memah  for  ibm  conaueror;  as 
their  rebellion  was*raisM  on  his  ac- 
count, they  would'  wafer  own  hit 
fuperioriry;  they  would  rather 
afcribe  their  defeat  to  the  whole 
hoft  of  Heaven  than  to  him  alone ; 
or  if  they  did  indeed  imagm  the^ir 
pmfuers  to  be  fo  many  in  nam- 
oer,  their  fears  multiplied  them, 
and  it  ferves  admirably  to  cxprefs 
how  much  they  were  terrified  and 
confounded.  In  book  the  6th,  830. 
the  nolle  of  his  chariot  is  com- 
pared to  die  found  of  *  numtrout 


hjfi  and  perhaps  they  might  think 
that  a  numerous  hoft  were  really 
purfuing.  In  one  place  indeed 
we  have  Chaos  fpeaking  thus, 
II.  996. 

and  Jfeav'n  gates 

Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  victo- 
rious bangs 
Purfuing  j 

But  what  a  condition  was  Chaos  in 
during  the  fall  of  the  rebel  Angels  I 
See  VI.  871. 

Nine  days  they  fell;  confounded 

Chaos  roar'd, 
And  felt  tenfold  confufion  in  their 

fall 
Through  his  wild    anarchy,   fo 

huge  a  rout 
Incumber'd  him  with  ruin. 

We  muft  fuppofe  him  therefore  to 
fpeak  according  to  bis  own  frighted 
and  difturb'4  imagination ;  he  might 
conceive  that  fo  much 


Ruin  upon  rain,  rout  on  rout, 
Confufion  worfe  confounded 


could 
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Back  to  the  gales  of  Ilcav'n:  the  folphurbas  ktfl 

Shot  after  us  in  ftorm,  overblown  hath  Mid 

The  fiery  furge,  that  from  the  precipice 

Of  Hcav'n  receiv'd  us  filling;  and  the  thunder, 

Wing'd  with  red  lightning  and  impetuous  rage,  iff 

Perhaps  hath  fpent  his  fliafts,  and  ceafes  now 

To  bellow  through  the  vaft  andboundlefe  deep. 

Let  us  not  flip  th*  occafion,  whether  fcorn, 

Or  fatiate  fury  yield  it  from  mt  foe* 

Seed  thou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wil&     iWsif 

The  feat  of  defolation^  void  of  light, 

Save  what  the  glimmering  of  thefc  livid  flames      > 

Cafts  pale  and  dreadful  ?  Thither  kt  us  tend  ■ 

From  off  the  toffing  of  thefe  fiery  wavc%     : 

There 

cfaHnotanbedfeaedbyafinefc  W>  &***&#  f*fik*it*l  #lM* 

hand:    and  what  a  fublime  1091  reinforcement^   fi$  -vyhicfe  it   to? 

zhuft  it  rive  ns  of  the  terrors  of  tum'cl  tf  w^:  a  W3Qn^  §ptt§$! 

the  Meffiah,  that  he  alone  mould  bat  the  poet  ^k#jft  nm* 

be  as  formidable  as  if  the  whole  BendQF, 
hoft  of  Heaven  were  purfuing!  So 

that   this    feemmg  contradiction,  %Q£.  With  tytd  up-Ufi  afovt  the 

upon  examination*  proves  rather  a:  .          «ww>  **4j&e*  r* 

b^aurythananyblemifhtothepoem.  That  jparkfag  Wi&\4  hi+otfo 

186.— our  afflitfeJ Pvufrs,)  The  pertlkfidu        :,? 

word  aJJU&ed  here  is  intended  to  £np**  ««  tbt  jb*i»]  £omewkat 

be  nnderftood  in  the  Latin  fenfe,  likcj;  thofe  line*  jn  Yi^^Loi  two 

routed,  nuVd»  .utterly  broken.  montoons  fcrpsats,  M^  U»  2Q&* 
ftch§rdfin% 
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There  reft,  if  a*y  reft  can  *^bour  there,  18$ 

And  rc-aflemUiDg  dur  afflided  Powers, 

Confult  how  itoe  may  henee&rth  moft  offend 

Our  enemy,  cur  (Mm  b&  bow  repair, 

How  ovttttMbe  this  dire  calamity, 

What  rsiirfbfccement  we  may  gain  from  hope,     190 

If  ndtlpAiat  resolution  from  defpair. 

Ttitw  Satan  talking  to  hk  nearcft  mate 
With  head  up-lift  above  the  wave,  and  eye* 
[That  ipafkling  btez'd,  his  other  parts  befides 
Ptohe  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  large       195 
Lay  Acting  many  a  rood,  in  bulk  as  huge 
A*  whatetke  fables  name  of  monftrsus  fize^ 
Titeaiao,  *r  Earthuborn,  that  warrd  on  Jove, 
'•'»' r  Briareoi 

<9Wfc>tt  -fooran  iate*  RoAts  ar-        Per  iota  norem  o£j*gtra  corpus 
'reda*  jtbfcgue  Porrigicur.  * 


^^y  .^.ff.  And  rife  that  of  the  bid  dragon 

— ^.  **     *¥****  in  Spcnfer.    Fairy  Queen  .B.  <!. 

**d*^.  QttLii.  Sc.4* 

;     ,                                  -  That  wifli  kW  hrgenefs  measured 

196.   Laffixmg  f*e*9  «■  no*,}  much  land. 
A  trfwtf  »■  the  fowth  part  w  aa 

22*-   l!i?«d?',|?lkr'rf  r!:  '   l'9«.    *****    "  Btrtk-hm^ 

♦*-  n  ccpiefeVl  hy  the  iame  fort  *                ^                         J 


•tf  aeaJffSy  aa  that  df  one   of      Genus  antiquum  terrae,  Ticaaia 
tb*  giant*  ia  Virfil,  JBn*   VI.  pabes.    iEn.VL  5&0* 


»*• 


L  2  199.  BrU* 

y  Google 
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Brifircos  or  Typhf»,  whom  the  den     ..  , 
By  apcient  Tarfus  held,  or  that  fea-be&fl:  f  qq 

Leviathan,  which  God  of  all  his  works  .  ■*/ 

Created  hqgeft  that  fwim  th*  ocean  ftream :  A 

Him  haply  flumb'ring  on  the  Norway  fo$n* 
The  pilot  of  fome  fmall  night^o$nder'd  fkifF 

Peking 


109.  Briareos]  So  Milton  writes 
it,  that  it  may  be  pronounced  as 
four  fyllables;  and  not  Briartusj 
which  is  pronounced  as  three. 

Et  centumgeminus  Briareus. 

%    Virg.  JEn.  VI.  287. 
And  Briareus  with  all  his  hundred 
hands.    Dryden. 

199-—  or  Tjphon,  'whom  the  den 

By  ancient  Tar/us  held,']  Typhon 
|s  the  fame  with  Typhoeus.  That 
the  den  pf  Typhosus  was  in  Cili- 
cia,  of  which  Tarfus  was  a  cele- 
brated city,  we  are  told  by  Pindar 
and  Pomponius  Mela.  I  am  much 
miftaken,  if  Milton  did  not  make 
trie  6/  Farnaby's  note  on  Ovid 
Met.  V.  34.7.  to  which  I  refer  the 
reader.  He  toqfc  ancient  Tarfus 
perhaps  from  Npnnus : 

Tap*©-  eteiftfify*  <&pvTQ'*lokl{ 

which  is  quoted  in  Lloyd'*  Dictio- 
nary.    Jortin. 
*   zoo.       ■■■  thatfea-heaft   ' 

leviathan,] Thfibe$ critics fc^em  p  o    , 

now  tq  be  agreed,  that  the  author  hi  the  fhip,  it  would  be  of  little1 
of  the  book  of  Job  by  the  l#via-  ufe  to  die  pilot  to  fix  hk  anchor  ot» 
than  meant  the  crocodile ;  and  Mil-  an  Hand,'  the  fluff*  would  fink  «ot«* 
ton  defcribes  it  in  the  fame  man-  withftanding,  if  leaky.  By  night* 
net  partly*  as  zf/b  and  partly,  as  a  foundered  Milton  means  overtaken 

by 


heafty  and  attributes  fiabs  to  it: 
and  yet  by  fome  things  one  would 
think  that  he  took  'it  rather  foi 
a  whale  (as  was  the  general  opi- 
nion) there  being  no  crocodile^ 
upon  the  coafis  of  Norway,  and 
what  follows  being  related  of  thej 
whale,  but  never,  as  I  have  heard, 
of  the  crocodile.  f 

202.  Created  hugeft  &C.J  This 
Yerfe.  is  found  fault  witb  as  being 
too  rou^h  and  abfonous,  but  that 
is  not  a  fault  hut  a  beauty,  here,  as 
it  better  expreflea  the  hugenefi 
and  unwiekhnefi  of  die  creature, 
and  no  doubt  was  defign'd  by  dig 
author. 

^04*  —  night founoVd  Jtiff*] 
Some  lttde  boat,  whofe  pilot  dares 
not  proceed  in  his  courfe  .for  fear 
of  the  dark  night?  a.  metaphor 
taken  from  a  foundered  horse  that 
can  go  no  farther.  *    Hume. 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  nigh-founder* d.% 
out  the  common  reading  n  better, 
became  if  (as  the  Do&or  fays) 
foundering  is  finking  by  akaking" 
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Deeming  feme  iknd,  oft,  as  fea-men  tell*  205 

Wkh  fixed  anchor  in  his  flcaly  rind 

Moors  by  his  fide  under  the  lee^  while  night 

Invefts  the  fea,  and  wifiied  morn  delays : 

So  ftretch'd  dut  huge  in  length  the  Ar'ch-Fiend  lay 

Chained  on  the  burning  lake,  nor  ever  thence     210 

Had 


by  the  night,  a&d  thence  at  *  lofi 
which  way  to  fail.  That  the  poet 
Jgeaks  of  what  be&l  the  pilot -by 
night,  appears  from  ver.  207.  while 
MJgbtJmue/fs  the  fea.  Mikon,  in  his 
poem  calTd  the  Mafk,  ufes  the  fame 
pfcpafe:  the  two  brothers  having 
klft  their  way  in  the  wood,  one  of 
them  fays, 

V        ~7~*  *?r  ccrta*n 

Either  fome  "one,  like  us,  night- 

y   founder  d  here  &Pr.        Pearce. 

J05.  —  as  fea-men  tiff,}  Words 
wett  added  tb  obviate  the  incredi- 
bility of  calling  anchor  in  this 
Manner.  Hume. 
'  toy.  Moors  by  his  fide  under  the 
/*d  -Atatihm  by  his  fide 
yfor  wind.  Mooring  at  fea  is  the 
laying  out  or"  anchors  in  a  proper 
pbee  for  the  fecure  riding  01  a 
flup.  The&ior  lee-fhore  is  that 
6a  which  the  wind  blows,  fo  that 
to  be  under  the  lee  of  the  fhore  is  to 
be  dofe  on&tr '  the  weather-*fhore 
or  under  wind.  §ee  Chambers 
Did.  An  inftance  this  among 
other*  of  odr  author's  afFe&tttion 
in  the  ufe  of  technical  terms. 
207.  *'  '"     nubile  night 

Invcft*  tbefta\\  A  much  finer  ex- 


predion  than  umbris  nox  oferit  terras 
of  Virgil  Mn.  IV.  352.  But  our 
author  in  this  (as  Mr.  Thyer  re- 
marks) alludes  to  the  figurative  de- 
fcription  6f  night  ufed  by  the  poets, 
particularly  Spenfer.  Fairy  Queen. 
B.  1:  Cant.  u.  St.  4.9. 

By  this  the  drooping  day-Kght  *gan 

to  fade, 
And  yield  his  room  to  fad  fnc* 

ceedihg  night, 
Who  with  her  fable  mantle  sgan  to 

Jhade 
The  fate  of  earth. 

Milton  alfo  in  the  fame  rafte  (peak- 
ing of  the  moon,  IV.  609% 

And  O'er  die  dark  her  filvef  mantle 
threw. 
209.  So  ftretcb'4  out  huge  in  length 
the  Ar'cb-Frenflay,  ]     The 
length  of  this  verfe,  confifHng  of 
(b  many  monofyllables,  and  pro- 
nOuncM  fo  (lowly,   is  excellently 
adapted    to    the    fubjed    that   it 
would  defcribe.    The  tone  is  upon 
tfre  firft  fyllable  in  this  line,   the 
Archfiend  lav ;  whereas  it  was  up- 
on the  laft  fyllable  of  the  word  in 
ver.  1 56.  thy  Arch-Fiend  replfd)   ft 
liberty  that  Milton  fometimes  <akes 
to  pronounce  die  fame  wend  with 
I  3  a 
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Had  ris'n  or  heav'd  hh^headj  ibu(t  that  the  vriik        * 
And  high  permiffion  of  aH-ruMng  Heaven  r 

Left  him  at  large  to  his  own  dark  defipw>  t 

That  with  reiterated  crimes  he  might  ,  .        \ 

Heap  on  himfelf  damnation,  white  he  (bugbfr,     ai*j| 
Evil  to  others,  and  enrag'd  might  fee    - 
How  all  his  malice  ferv'd  but  to  bring  forth 
Infinite  goodnefs,  grace  and  mercy  &owa       '      •  t 
On  Man  by  him  fedue'd,  but  on  hiwfelf 
Treble  confbfiop,  wrath  and  vengeance  pout'd*  124a 
Forthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off  the  pool        A 
His  mighty  ftaturt  j  on  each  hand  the  flames       -  X 
Driv'n  backward  Hope  thekpoindngi^aByatt^roll'd 

In 


a  different   accent    ia    different  jels,  that  lay  phmgM 

placet.    We  (hall  mark  fech  words  in  the  fea  or  &e* 

"^^f^^111     Hecail'dfolouddiatandielial* 
«*  Of  Hettrefamdei.-- - 


.  211,  Forthwith  upright  he  riots  *ut  *«*  tt  »°  **«[«  P*%*  * 

*c]  The  whole  part  of  this  great  Ac  ^IJP0?111  Wrked.up  to  * 

wmy  of  mankind  i*  filled  with  P?^  ******  tfcan  that  where- 

l«h  inddeiits  as  are  very  apt  to  in™P«*mii  defer&ed  19  thofe^ 

wife  and  terrify  the  reader's  ima-  «*»****  &*•                       •,    . 

gination.    Of  this  nature  is  his  be?  —  He,  above  tkavveft 

ing  the  firft,  that  awakens  oat  of  In  (hape  and  gcfhirapfwaUf  amU 

the  general  trance,  with  his  poftuge  -nent 

on  t£e  homing  lake,   his  rifing  Stood  like  a  towV,Qfa    Jitym* 
%om  it,  and  the  defcription  of  hit 

fcield  and  fpear.     To  which  we  226.  —hemmbau  m  the  Afo  afr 

way  add  his  call  to  the  fallen  An-  Vbot  fib  m^urnl-  twfefr*]  This 

copeck 
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h>mtm**Um  W  aeadft  *:ht*rid  vale. 

Then  wi^  «fp^^  wj»g^  he  O^rt  J»is  %tt    g*g 

Aloft,  i^cH|p^e|K  can  the  du%  air    . 

Th*  feljwwfc*!  woigbt,  till  cm  dry  knd 

He  lights,  if.  it  tftnfe  land  that  or er  kura'd 

With  fol&  a»  the  Mke  with  liquid  fire ; 

And  fuch  apptttfd'iirhtv,  a»  when  the  force     1  j« 

Qf  fobterrweaa  wind  tranfpocte  9  hill 

Tora  from  Piloroi,  <*.  tfce  (hatier'd  fide 

Of  ffcund'ring  ^ft»,  whofe  combuftiblc 

And  fuel'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 

Subfiro'i  with  jwuraril  fury*  **d  the  wind*,       %%$ 

Add  tetfe  *  JSflged  bottom  $  involved 

a  Wkh 

CQM*tfJl*«^jfe^'«ft^      .2*9.  —  Ki*idfirti]   Virg.  EcL 

qtwgir  is  benpwed  fctm  SmMT,  VJ.  £3, 

wbo  fayHjM[  9f  tb«  9U  dragon     St  fiquidi  fimid  ignis, 

•  kas  &Se2&i  B.  i.  Cant,  n.       _..    ^r,.,..   -     ..  ..  .«,  . 

•^  Df .  Pcarcc  conjeanrcs  that  it  timid 

Th*  folding  W  which  nigh  too  °P  ^  &n- 

feeble  found  -aj*.  rWinw,]  A  promontory  of 

Her  flitting  fW£,    <nd  clement/  Sicily,  now  Cape  di  Faro,  about  * 

unibund,  mile  and  half  tro»  Italy,  whence 

•  T»  be«  ft*  J?««*  a  weight.  Virgil  «qg*/fl  « ftit  Pelari,  Mn. 
....  *.;     ..    Vfbyr.     III.  687.    ft*» 
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With  ftench  and  fhwkcirta 
Of  unbleflrfeet    Hitn  foiloirkthiir  next  mate,        - 
Bothgtoryrngtoharre'^  - 

As  Gods,  and bjrtheuvoWrt  recover 'd  ftrengtby    **4* 
Not  by  the  fuflfcraaoeof  ifupcrnal  Power* 

Is  this  the  region,  *hia  the  fo8,'  the  clime, 
Said  then  the  loft  Aroh-Angel,  this  the  feat 
That  we  maft  change  for  Hetvta,  this  mournful  gloofii 
For  that  celeftiai  light  f  Be'  it  fo,  fince  he  £4$ 

:     Who 

238.  Of  unhlefi  feet.)  J)r.,Bent-  it  is  likewife  in  VU1.  59,1,  and  DC,, 

ley  to  make  the  accent  ftnootfcer  559.  See  the  note  on  ver.  39. 

reads  Of  feet  unbleft;.  but  Milton  250.  —  Hail  horrors,  iml  Ire  J 

could  have  done  the  fame  thing,  if  His  fentiments  are  every  way  an- 

he  thought  proper:  On  the  con-  fwerable  to  his  chara&er,  andfiiit- 

trary  he  choofes  almofl:  always  to  able  to  a  created  being  of  the  moft 

jrot  the  epithet  before  the  fubftan-  exalted  and  moil  depraved  nature. 

tive  (excepting  at  the  end  of 'a  Such  is  that  in  which  he  (akespoi* 

verfe)  even  tho'  the  verfe  be  the  feffion  of  his  place  of  torments, 

rougher  for  it,    A  plain  fign  that  _  jj^  hom)     ^  &L 

he  thought  it  poetical  to  do  fo.  ... 

r                                      Pearce.  And  afterwards 

246.  Sovran)  So  Milton  fpalli  it  *  Here  at leaft  *   - 

after  the  Italian  Sovrano.    It  is  not  We  fhall  be  free ;  &c. 

eafy  to  account  for  the  formation 

of  our  word  Sovereign*  Amidft  thofe  impieties  which  All 

***.        r  *ias      L-    •  1  n-i  cnr*ged  Spirit  utters  in  other  placet 

tk-47:T/   ti^r^H    ofthe  poem,  the  author  has  takei 
This  is  expreft  a  from  the  Greet    cm  to7ntroducc  nonc  Aat  i$  not 

SSL  X    j 1  .   J  if  Tr  of  fliocking  a  religious  reader;  his 

from  thunder.    &*£,.  Words,    as  the  p^  himfetfV 

24S.  Whom  reafon  hath '-efswPd,  ]  fcribes  them,  bearing  only  affmh* 
Reafon  \%  to  be  pronounced  here  as  lance  of  worth,  not  fiifianct*  He  is 
one  fvllable,  or  two  incut  ones,  as    likewife  with  great  art<Wbribed  as 

owning 
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Wto  irowHs  Sovran? tan  dHpofe  and'bid 
What  flwll'bciight:  fartbeft  ftoirihinr&be*,   •'•     •'•' 
Whom  reas'on  bath  equal'd,  force  hath  madefopreftte 
Ahotc  h»  equals.    Farewel  happy  fields, 
Where  joy  for  eve*  dwells :  Hail  horrors,  hail    450 
Infernal  world,  and  thou  profoandeft  Hell 
Receive  thy  new  pbfleflbt>  one  wfco  bring*  "'•' 
A  mind  not  to  be  chang'd  by  plafce  or  time. 
The  mind  is'its-own  place,  dnd  in  itlelf 

Can 


Owning  bis  adversary  to  be  al- 
mighty. Whatever  perverfe  inter- 
fmqtotk  he  pats  on  the  juftice, 
mercy  and  other  attributes  of  the 
$upreme  Being,  he  frequently  con- 
fem*  his  toffipatence,  that  being 
the  perffecliori-  he  was  forced  to 
allow  torn,  and  the  only  confldera- 
tion  which  could  fupport  his  |>ride 
under  the  fhame  of  his  defeat. 
Not  muft  I  omit  that  beautiful  cir- 
cumfbutce of  hbburfttng  out  into* 
((art,  upon  his  furvey  of  thofe  in- 
numerable Spirits  whom  he  had  in- 
volved in  the  fame  guilt  and  ruin 
with-himfelf.     JdJifin. 

zji.  Receive  thy  new  pojfeffot • ;] 
This  pafiage  feems  to  be  an  im- 
provement upon  Sophocles,  Ajax 
395,  where  Ajax,  before  he  kills 
hjmfelf,  cries  out  much  in  the  fame 
ftaiinef.  "    ,  * 


2^3.  —  by  flace  or  time.}  Milton 
is  excellent  in  placing  his  wtfrds: 
invert  them  only,  and  fay  by  time 
or  place,  and  if  the  reader  has  tiny. 
ear,  he  will  perceive  how  much 
the  alteration  is  for  the  wbrfe.  For 
the  paufe  falling  upon  place  in  the 
firft  line  by  time  or  place 9  and  again 
vpon  place  in  the  next  line  The 
mind  is  its  own  place,  would  of* 
fend  the  ear,  and  therefore  is  art- 
fully varied. 

A  mind  not  to  be  chang'd  by  place 
or  time. 

The  mind  is  its  own  place; 

£54..  The  mind  is  its  own  placed 
'friefe  are  fome  of  the  extrava- 
gances of  the  Stoics,  and  could 
not-  be  better  ridiculed  than  they 
are  here  by  being  put  in  the  mouth 
of  Satan  in  his  prcfent  fituation. 

*S7.  — «// 
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Can  makea  ^eav'arfpfjieft,  a  EdU£  Heav'n..  .$5$ 
What  matte r  wJm^  tf  J  be-  ftfflthe  lame, 
Aa4  what  Jih^wld  J*,  jail  but  fcfr  U*n  he  .- 

Whom  thaler  b«th  rna^e  greater?  Here  a{  taft     n 
We  mall  be  ftee*  th;'  AJmigbty  hath  not  built 
Here  for  his  e*vy,  w^  not  drive  us  he*oe ;         $$# 
Here  we  may  r^toi^^  »wl  in  my  choice 
To  reign.it  worth  wnbkipu  though  in He]l ; 
Better  to  reign  In  Hell,  thanftrvgjfijieavep, 
But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  faithful  friends,  ' 
Th'  afibciates  and  copartners  of  our  loft,  265 

Lie  thus  aftoniih'd  on  th'  oblivious  pool, 

And 

*57--r^M  I  haw  heart  Safm  «nr«*V  riMtt itofaqt 

k  propos  d  to  read  allmt,  that  u  ,      vyt 

although;  bot  prefer  the  common  Kp««w  >*p  m/mi  t|/»  A#rj*y- 

wadrng.  atuntw, 

.  2Xft*~4$JBmghty  h#h  mt  hilt    H  **Ta  tw<«  &»"  W  */*>*- 
Htnfir  bit  tnvfi\  This  is  not  a    •      **.  ... 

ftv'If*!*?'?  ,W7  "^  ?r  ft  was  a  memorable  faying  of  fd- 

*™r  V3?  ^  for  "?;  ^  J°  1ms  Gefar,  that  he  hither  bo 

dm  fenfc  the  word  «*,  u  u&d  in  ^  firft  „„  m.  a.  counay.^ghg* 

fcveral  daces  of  the  poem,  and  Aan  Ae  fecond  ^  Ron£  "^ 

pamcularlyin.IV.517.  VIII.  494.  reader  ^  obfcm  h{W  prepe,,- 

and  IX.  770.  Ae  fay1ng  j,  hen}  ^^  „£  w. 

.  <|6j.  Better  to  rtign  in  Hell,  than  commodated  to  the  (peaker.    It  ir 

ferve  in  Heaven.]  This  is  a  here  made  a  fentiment  worthy  of 

wonderfully  fine  improvement  upon  Satan,  and  of  him  only; 
Prometheus's  anfwer  to  Mercury  in  ,  — 


Tm  cm  htvtfetets  tw  ffW  JW    N«c  tibi  jegatndi  veqitt  um  dim 
•r&tfw*  cupido.       Yirg,  GfCHfc.  I.  3$. 

Groans 
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fib*£      mR AT>  I S  E  LOST:  & 

Ah3  c^  tlttiB  i^  to  fharcwkkm  their  p^  . 
In  this  unhappy  manfion*  <*  once«ore 
Whh  rallied  tiraw  to  try  what  maybe  yet 
Reg&'d  in  HefeVn,  or  what  more  toft  in  Httt?    2^> 

So  Sbttto  $afce, and  hfet  Bcgsebdb 
Ifcto  anfwerU    Leader  of  thofc  afttiee  irfigbt, 
Which  tat  A1  QBUsipotent  Heme  umld  haw  fo^d, 
If  once  they  hear  that  voice,  their  Hvelkft  pfedgK 
Of  hepe  tfrftaifc  and  danger!,  heard  fa  oft        279 
In  worft  cxtrbmel, aad  60  the  potikma  edgp 
C£  battel  when  it  ngd,  in  all  afiauks 

Their  fureft  fignal,  they  will  ibon  refcme 

New 


hadtaftriUdtketoeian-  It  bar.  been  ohlenrid  to  me  by  * 

timent  to  Satan  m  his  ^aa**  £*-*/,  Ktfea  of  very  fine  tafte*  that 

a  itigedy  which  oar  author  fefas  Shakx^ear  has  an  croeffion  Ycqr 

to  have  imitated  in  foroe  few  ©laces,  like  this  in  a  Hen.  IVT  Attt» 

j^-l^tunflhted  the: fallowing  Yoa  knew,  he  walked  oWferila, 

lines;  but  how  much  better  is  the  oftanedae         • 

fafeofthetwolafiveriesexpreis'd  Morelikely  wfkllin,  than  toget 

i*  one  by  Milton !  ^  €»cr :  '                         -  * 

;i*  *—  Nam,  mejudice,  * 

MSftegnare  dignnm  eft  ambitu,  etfi  *n<*  fomefting  like  i$  iff  i  Hen.  IV. 

.".  iKTartaro;  AaI- 

Abo  pa&Ek  Tartaro  fiquidem  ja-  TU  read  you  matter,  deep  and  dan* 

.-.     *at»                                 *  gerousj 

*  Cafe,  quam.  in  ip&s  fcrvi  obire  As  full  of  peril  and  adventropf 


{pint, 

xj6.  —  mt  theferiloui  tdgt  As  to  o'erwalk  a  current,  roaring 

;  ujfijf J*W]    Perhaps  he  bad  in  loud* 

■and  Virgil,  <Aut.  IX.  5 a&  >  Ontheunftedraftfooriagof  appear* 


fit  mecsrangtnfo  #ra#:  erokitc         Bu.  If  jm  .{all  in,  gooiaight, 
tljciri.     Jwt'w*  or  fink  or  fawn. 


**,;>•., 


Or 
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New  courage  and  revive*  though  now  they  lie 
Groveling  and  preftrite  on  yon  lake  of  fire*  zSd 

As  we  ere  While/  aftouhdeid  and  airiaz'd, 
No  wonder,  fairn'fnch  a  pfcrniclbus  highth* 

He  fcarce  had  ceas'd  when  thefirperior  Fiend 
Was  moving  tow'ard  the  (hor&;  his^ond'roasihield4,  "' 
Ethdreal  tempfe^,'  mafly,  large  and  round,     >|r  *% 
Behind  him  caflrj  thetroad  circumference 
Hung  on  his  (houlders  like  the  moon, '  whofe  orb  ' 
Through  optic  glafs  the  Tttfcan  artift  views 

At 


Or  after  all  may  not  the  tdgt  of  bai'  287.  — —  like  the  moon,  4»b$fi 

til  be  exprc&'d  from  the  Latin  item,  *rb  Sec]   Homer  compares 

which  Signifies  both  the  edge  of  *  the  fplendor  of  Achilles  fhield  to 

weapon,  and  alfo  an  army  m  battel  die  moon,  Iliad.  XIX.  373. 

array?    The  author himfdf would  ; 

incline  one  to  think  fo  by  his  vie  — ^,  wjt&&  wen  a  cakQ'  pnyd 

of  this  metaphor  in  another  place,  Tf>  f/^F  Tif                      *.' 

On  Ae  rough  edge  of  battel  ere  it  ^    „» 

.     joind.  ^ 

*82 fJTnfiuhaUrmcitm  but  the  (hidd  of  Satan  was  largest 

Afrto.]   Dr.  Bentley  reads  thc  m00n  fecn  d*">ugh  *  telcfcopfc, 

yWT*  from  fab  prodigious  bigbtb :  *?  jnfcument  firft  applied  to  celc- 

but  the  epithet  /imcter  is  much  ^  obfervations  by  GaWeo,  a  na- 

ftronger,  and  as  for  the  want  of  a  *ve  of  Tofcany,  whom  he  jneana 

poepofitioR,  that  is  common  in  ttis  h*™bY  ***  T*/**"  *"*/>  ***  ****' 

poeaii  for  thus  JaJ.  723.  wards  mentions  byname  in  V.  262. 

'    '•''  ,      „-     ,    , .  ,  ,  a  teftimony  of  his  honor  for  id 

Sjood  fa  1  ha  lately  highth,  g^at  a  mailf  whom  h<|  had  knoWQ 

And  m  IL409W  and  vifited  in  Italjr>  M  himfelf  ina 

—  erehearrire  forms  in  in  his  Artopagttica. 
TJif  happy  ilc^                 P/jf¥f. 

289.  J4&/6 
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At  eveping^onh^i^9B>qf;Ffi^ri; ,    - 

Rivers  or  mountains  ^hcrjfpQ^&glo^e. 

His  fpear,  to  equal,  wfycji.  the  qjlefl:  pine ..  ...  ,;.„  ,  , 

Hewn  oe»  Norwegian  tfPb/tx*to&b8P$.-  . !:  ".'  - 
Of  foipegfeat  aminiral,  wa&J^*  wand,  ,.., 
H*walk'd  mribjurfqpgact  uneafy  ftej*      ,       $£$. 
Over  the  burning,  warle,  not  like,  thofe  fteps  , 

On  Heaven's  azure,  and  the  torrid  qlime 
Smote  on  Jiim  fore  befldes,  vaulted  with  Jue : . . . 

Nath- 

a8o.  Fwi#,l  Is  a  city  in  Tuf-  ^Thefe  fons  of  Mavon  bore  (iiv 
eawi  FaUatio,  or  the  valley  of  ftead  of  fpears)  -J 

AnS*  a  vaney  there.     Ktbarjfo*.  Twt  Hmtty  m£  whicfer<Mtt  .bat 
-  ^  *                   "  .  they  could  lift.      Fairfax. 

.   »9?i  &'ji*^''ti'ui™hi.i   weU  might  Milton  affigna'fpearjfo, 

the  talleft  pine  was  but  a  wand.  For        ^  Norwegian  bills)  The'  hilli 

when  Homer  Odyil. IX.  5*2,  makes  ^  Norway,  barren  and  rocky,  but 

the  club  of  Polypjiemi*  as  big  as  abounding   in   vaft  woods,   front 

(he  mall  of  a  fhip,  whence  are  brought  mafb  -c&the 

Q***  y  i«rjW@>**-*»  largeft  fiae.    itow. 

and  yirtS  gives  him  a  pine  to  walk  20^#  __  qmmral\  AccordiM  to 

w^  Jin.  III.  659.      .  ita  German   extraction  antral  or 

CTrunca  manu  pinus-  regit  et  vefH-  <w«W*  fays  Hume  1  from  the  Ita- 

fliafirmat.  Kan  awamraglio,  fays   Richardioa 

Z*""-'        _         .       .   .  more  probably.    Our  author  mid* 

and  Taflb  arms  Tancred  and  Ar-  dloh/rf  d^,  ^  thinking  it  of  a 

jtntes"  with  two  fpears  as  big  as  be^-fo^  t^  admrj:  and  it 

jrfalt?,  Caiat.  6.  St  40.  Latin  he  writes  ammraktus  enrut* 

Pofero  in  reftaA  e.  dirizzaro  in  alto  (he  court  of  admiralty. 

tdupgucrrierlcnoderpfeantenne,  ;■    •*..** 

Google 
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Natfclefe  he  fo  wdM,  tfl!  oh^teacfc  ' ■ '  * '  ™  -'-* 
Of  that  inflamed  fta  he  flood,  afttJ  cali'd  llI3«& 
His  lemons,  Angel  forms,  who  lay  irtthfhcM  '-'  '*  - 
^Thick  as  automnal  leaves  that  ftrow  the  broe&s  *  * v 
In  Vallombrofc,  -where  th'  Etrurian  fhades  »""  ! 
High  over-arch'd  tfnbbw'r  /  or  fcatterM  fedgfr'  ta'- 
Mote,  when  with  fierce  winds  Orion  arm'd  frsijf&f 

Hath 

299.  MsftU^}  Neretthelefi,  of  ntmed  ,of  VMt  and  CWr«,  it- 
which  it  fcMu  to  be  «  cofttraaed.  markable  ft*  the  eotiekitfal  OmI 
diminutive.  Hum.   (hades,  which  the  vaft  number  of 

Tkit  word  is  freqoeady  ofed  by  trees  that  overfpread  it  sJbrd.    * 
Spenfer,  and  the  old  poets.  flsttft. 

302.  Tifex  «*  miimnsJ  ham**  ]        305. .  —  wAr*  <uMti.Jitrce  <windt 

Vitg.  An.  VI.  309.  '  Orit»  mrwld  fte.J  OH*»  is  * 

Qoammaltainfylvuautu.uufri.   «»ftdk&»  lepreftnMd'i*  Ai  *. 

Lapft  cadunt  folia.  pofed  to  be  attended  w^h  flonny 


"Tnfck  as  the  learn  in  autumn  SS^WSfi:  ■£?  *!3fe 

ftrowdtewoodi.       Dxyden.  t££S^&Jjfi& 

Bltt  MBKmTs  coaqfrriftn  b  by  iar  fedge,  that  in  the  Hebiw  ttAp- 

the  «9BiAffti  for  it  not  omiy  ex-  tait  it  is  tailed  the  .fegp  ted  Ah* 


,   but  alio  At  he  Ays  jfaftfr   W</  th*  &d-$& 

Mjfr»t  and  fittmtkm  of the  4ngsh»  ««/*  particularly,  became  did  witit 

Their  lying  coafttedlv  m  heaps*  uiualfy  dmei  the  fodg*  t*  gtt* 

entering  the  lake,  is  nnely  repre-  quantities  cowards  the  fliore,   "» 
•wed  by  due  image  «f  the  letfres       306.  —  w^  wmw  f&tbm? 
to  the  brooks.    And  befite  die       Bu^sondbisMtrnphumcbT'o^n^ 

propriety  of the  application,  if  we  Dr.  fcaukjr  ****»  <**  ftr^ftnee 

ewipaiu  the  finules  theufetatf,  1 — ,  as  die  Editor's,  nntMfttnriV 

MhM' s  is  by  ftr  foperior  tfr  the  His  chief  reaibnit,  That  that«4dfe 

*her,  4*  *  exhibits  a  real  torf-  event  of  Moies's  paffing-the  JUd* 

Asp*    See  J*  EJk?  upon  MtaaV  Sea  has  no  relation  to-1*  eonftgtit 

Mf***M*f/ '  |fc  Jneientt,  p.  2  j.  quality  of  it,  that  in  ftoitny  wea- 

%o$.  r<iIlmh*/*>}  A  fattens  iter  k  is  ftrow*d  with  fcdge.    But 

vaBey  k  A****  or  Tufcany,  fo  it  is  Very  vSml  with  Homer  and 
••     •    v   '  VirpI 
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Hathvex'dtbcRcd^C^ 
Bofiris  and  hk  Mt&rjhkh  chifafcy, 
Wliile  with  pttfifKba*  hatred  thejpurfbed 
Tie  fajourpew  of  Goflien,  who  beheld 
From  the  fafe  (bare  their  fkriog  carutf«  3m 

And  broken  cfotiot  wheels :  io  thkkboftrowiv 
A^ed  and  loft  lay  thtfc^  ^onttittg  thfe  flood,  - 
«'..?  c  UWe* 


Virpl  (and  therefore  may  te  al- 
low^ to  Milton)  in  %  ooftpftrifofe 
after  they  hare  mown  the  refenv* 
blance,  to  gf  off  Spto  the  mat* 
nupofc  and  finifh  with  fome  other 
image,  which  was.* pecafon'4  bp 
the  cwpariibn,  bat  is  itfeff  very 
iMhliil  from fo Mimh*pti*X 
tfitu  fealnoft  all  his  umilitudel; 
tad  Aentfotfi  whkbe  chto .for  fee*, 
•fluently,  cannot^be  alJowVi  to  be 
.an  otjeafen  so.  tttt  gttftm&eft  or 
that-  parage  before  us.  Asto$fil- 
ton's  making  Pk**Hi  tfcfc*  **/*** 
(which  is  another  o£  the  Do&r's 
otge&ons  to  the  paflhgfc).  tbaw  is 
authority  enough  for  to  juftify  a 
gfa£  %*  doing  fo,  tho'  not  an  hi- 
ftortan;tJt  has  been.fuppos'd  by 
fi£a*  a*l  tfertfate  Milttm  might 
fffpf^^OFW"011*  CAivmH  for 
«Muta»  and  «mdhr  (fays  Dr.  Bent- 

]efrmmm#y>  *  twice  wk»^ 

Bat  it  is  rather  fiwuerijgto:  k*cbi- 
«4to  4ftek>lfe  Bfciich  cbevakrii) 
jfigufies  iiqt  only  kmgbtl»od>  but 
tSjfrjfafif*  feorfts  if  ignt,  bMa 
figfr4»~«l<feh<fffct4ffd  ftcfc* 
^;i^vfcw*  drawn  bj><M»s 


In  the  fenfe  of  riding  and  fighting 
cb  hodtbaak  thia  word  ^'*«*m* 
ufed  in  ver.  76c.  and  in  many 
ptattfr  of  FaWaVs  Tafio>;  «&,  J* 
Cant.  5. 9t  9.  Cant  8.  St.  67.  Cant. 
**.St$i.  £»  thp  feafc  ef  lidttg 
and  fighting  in  chariots  drawn  by 

«Wr?  in  rarad.  Reg.  III.  ver.  343. 
tamfBttt  with. r«\  328.  '•&*&. 

£08.  —perfi£ous  haired]  Becaufe 
Pharaoh,  after  lajft*  gl«6ti  lb  did 
Jfradftes  to  depart,  followed  after . 
*em-lfe  %itfett    flhifc 

310.    |)w*  tie  /aft  Jbere  thtyc, 

A  '■  *'J**i*g  <*#*pi  fcft.]  «**fc 
has  been  fasd  of  .the  tang  fim&t 
Wto  of  H6*fcr*  VL«l„an*  fefr 
author,  wherein  shey  fotch  *«*»- 
pafr  a¥  It- we*e<*6-  draw  fct -  new 
images,  befides  thofe  in  which  the 
dire&  point  of  likenefs  confifls.  I 
tnMSr  ircjr  naw  oeeir  nnmaeawy 
jaiferyd  ift  Ae<gMfeMl :  tot  &Mhfs 
t**fe*tt*  while ^ti^pcfeo is  toe& 
fing,  he  raifcs**  *w-  tei»rf» 
from  the  Acting  carcafe*  of  the 

TTi^JJtiiMif     -  MfrgAJ.   " 

318.—  <witi 
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He  call'd  fo  loud,  ifcrtwH  tteMM  *fep    .^fcfc-fC 

Of  Hell  rofannded.    Brfnow/  jjtfiil Hi |  j     v  •.!«§«.'/ 

Warriors,  theateiri  rflHe^n/oncayoaea,  mip'tafl,  ' 

If  fbch  aftomflmwrt  asdfls  can  f«ferv     '    J-  «:-'* 

EterndSpi'rits- cH-^ave^t^^'tt^tfawpbod     f  r    "' 

After  the  toil  of  battel*©  tepofe  '■  •  ■ '  ■■-.««*». 

Your  ,wearied  virtue,  for  the  eafe  you  find        "320 

To  dumber  here,  as  in  the  vales  of  Heaven  ? 

Or  in  this  abjeft  pofture  have  ye  ftobfn  ;     »■■■•» 

To*  adore  die  conqueror  ?  who  noWiwhoMt         *-»!'  • 

Cherub  and  Seraph  roiling  in  the  flood '"    ••■<•'   -^  : 

With  fcatter'd  arm$  and  enfigns^  titt*iitioir-  •  **  't*t*p> 

His  fwjft  purfuers  feftm  Heav'n  gates  ^difcorn  -**  «*  ^.a 

Th' advantage,  and  defending  tread  us  down  ■"*•«  -'■ 

Thus  drooping,  or  with  linked  thunderbolts     "    ir   • 

Transfix  us  to  the  bottona  of  this  gul£         -  *  "*  *    'r , 

Awake,  arife,  or  be  for  ever  #U'ri.      .  .  .J  jo 

They  heard,  and  w§re»bafli'df  and*^  tffe^  ll^^i^ ' 

Upon 

^^^nmaimhdHmAMti  i   Tttrbiad-oompuit,  fcopubqa*  J**: 
Tr*mffix  m  40  the  bottom  of  tint  fctjt  aftuftk -  ..«..* 

.  WW  pfeafeth  to /•adthtB^Bi- 

IUum  cxpirantqB4r«ns£xppcaorc   fattch  to  hit  damned  aftmty  4* 
tau»*     1  Tsfc  Cwt.y4..<Bd#  Sw^i  9  <0k 
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Upon  tfefi  witg,  as  when  Mm  wont  to  watefe  - 

On  duty,  lke|»g  found  by  whom  they  dread, 

R«&  and  bdftr  ibanfelves  ere  well  awake. 

Nor  diditbey  not  petceire  tbe  evil  p%ht  3^3^ 

In  which  they  woee,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  fed* 

Yet  to  their  gmcfal's  wipe  they  foon  obcy'd 

Innumerable,    As  when  the  potent  rod 

Qf.Amram's  fbn,  in  Egypt's  evil  day, 

Wav'd  round  the  coaft,  up  calTd  a  pitchy  cloud  340 

Of  locufts,  warping  on  the  eaftern  wind, 

That  o'er  tjhe  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hung 

like  night,  and  darkened  all  the  land  of  Nile : 

Sfeflumberlefs  were  thofc  bad  Angels  feen 

Hovering  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell  345 

*T wixt  upper,  nether,  and  furraunding  fires ; 

Till,  as  a  fignal  giv'n,  th*  up-lifted  fpear 

Of  their  great  Sultan  waving  to  dired 

Tlfcir  courfe,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 

Oa  the  firm  brimftone,  and  fill  all  the  plain ;      350 

..; v  M  '  a. 

StmmiZ,  will  find  o»r  author  has  upon  the  land,    and  the  eajf^tvind 

focn  him,  tho'  borrow'd  little  of  brought  theloev/h:  end  the  locup 

hhtL.                                         Hume,  wen*  up  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt—* 

3  jS.  As  nxhtu  the  potent  rodScc."]  fo  that  the  land  <uuu  darken  d. 

tarSxsd.  X.  13.    Mofes f retched  341  .—waring)  Working  them-. 

firth  hit  rod  ever  the  land  of  Egypt,  felv«*  forward,  a  fea  term, 

amd  tie  Lard  hmybt  an  **fl*<w**d  Hum  and  Richapdfim. 

Vol  I.  M      "                          JS1  * 
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A  mult itude,  like  which  the  populous  ft6fth 

Pour'd  never  frofn  her  frozen  loins,  to  pafs 

Rhene  or  the  Danaw,  when  h*f  barbarous  fchi 

Came  like  a  dfeltige  on  the  ftmth,  arid  fptead 

Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Lybian  fands,  %$$ 

Forthwith  from  every  fquadron  and  6ach  bind 

The  heads  and  leaders  thither  hafte  where  rtodd 

Their  great  commander;  Godlike  fliapes  and  forms 

Excelling  human,  princely  Dignities, 

And  Pow'rs  that  erft  in  Heaven  fat  on  thrones ;      3  6tJ 

Though  of  their  names  in  heavenly  records  now 

B« 

351.  A  multitude,  like  which  &c.]  count  of  the  coldnefs  of  Ac  cli- 

TKjs  comparifon  doth  not  fall  be-  mate.    To  pafs  Rhene  or  the  Detiu&H 

low  the  reft,  as  fome  have  imagin'd.  He  might  have  faid   confidently 

They  were  thick  as  the  leaves,  and  with  his  veffe  The  Rhine  or  Danube* 

numberlefs  as  the  locufts,  but  fuch  a  but  he  chofe  the  more  uncommon 

multitude  the  north  never  pour'd  names  Rhene  of  the  Lathi,     and 

forth;   and  we  may  obferve  that  Danaw  of  the  German,  both  which 

the  fubjeft  of  this  comparifon  rifes  words  are   ufed  to6  in  Spenfef. 

very  much  above  the  others,  leaves  When  her  barbarous  fans  Sec. . ,  .They, 

ZvAlocufti.     The  populous  north,  as  were  truly  barbarous ;  For  pefidcli 

the  northern  parts  of  the  world  exercifing  feveral  .cruelties^  they 

are  obferved  to  be  more  fruitful  deftroy'd   all   the    monuments    of 

*f  people,  than  the  hotter  coun-  learning  and  politeneis  wherevt* 

tries  :   Sir  William  Temple  calls  it  they  came.     Came  like  a  deluge* 

^$h$  northern  hive.     Poured  never,  a  Spenfer  defcribing  the  fame  people 

very  proper  word  to  exprefs  the  has  the  fame  fimile.  Fairy  Queen, 

inundations  of  thefe  northern  na-  B.  2.  Cant.  10.  St.  15. 

dons      From  her  frozen  loins, it  is  And  ^eMotf*  all  countries  fiu? 

the  Scripture  expreflion  of  children  away 

and  dependents  ,*W  out  of  the  Like  N^s     eat  ^  ^  ^ 

htns,  as  Gen.  XXXV.  11.    Kings  importune  fway 

/hall  come  out  of  thy  loins ;  and  thefe  *^                 7 " 

are  calTd  frozen  loins  only  on  ac-  They  were  the  Geths,  and  Hihw, 

and 
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Be  no  m«niofi^,  ;^jj?>tte4.out  ^4  rjnM  , 

By  their  reteJUgn  fron»  the  bpQto  of  life. 

Nor  J^A  t^;y$t  MDppg  the  fws  of  Eve  3^4 

Got  thei*i  jjppr  qvne^  $1  waod'riijg  p'sr  the  eartli, 

Through  God's  hi^iu^r^n^  /<#  tbsttfd  of  rogfl, . 

By  fal&ig^  apdlifs  fhe  greatcft  parjt 

Of  mfflfeod  they  cftrnipted  fto  forfafce 

God.  t^k  Creator,  apd  th'  inviiible 

Glory  of  him  that  made  them  to  transform        37P 

Oft  to  the  ioiage  of  a  hrutet  adorn'd 

With  gay  religions  full  of  pomp  and  gold, 

■-,:.:...  An(j 

and  Vandals,  who  overrun  all  the  is,  as  Mr.  Upton  obfcrves,  by  falfe 

foiithejTA  provinces  of  Europe,  and  idols,  under  a  corporeal  reprefenr 

crofling  the  Mediterranean  beneath  tation,  belying  the  true  God.     The 

bur  Landed  in  Africa,    and  poet  plainly  alludes  to  Rom.  I.  22, 

fpread  themfeltfcs    as   far    as    the  #c.  When  they  knew  God,  they  glo* 

wxA$  country  of  Libya.  BtmatbGi-  rtfied  him  not  as  God —  and  changed 

Srcifzrthtt  is  more  fauth ward, the  the  glory  of   the  uncorruptible  God 

north  bcJng  uppermofl  in  the  globe,  into  an  image  —  <who  changed  the 

JJ] — the  bash  of  lift.]  Dr.  Bent-  truth  of  God  into  a  lie.     So  Ahiqi 

ley  reads  the  ho$k  cfltfe-,  that  being  H.  4.  Their  lies  caufed them  to  err. 

Scripture     cA*preffion»      Ana  Jerem.  XVI.  19.    surely  our  father* 

Shakefpear    fays    Jikevvife    bkttcd  have  inherited\it%  {3V. 

fr*             look  *f  life,   Richard  II.  369.         - — and ths  irwifible 

Wtyi^  Glory  of  him  that  Wfje  them  t$ 

2?*v      '     V      M  ^   i    r          ^1  ''transform 

<ix>4*1*.  life,  hiding  to  Rom.  I.  2J.  And  chanted 

But  the  author  might  write  /wis  in  the  gory  of  the  uncGrruptihle  God9 

fhA   plural   as  well  -as  records,  jaft  tnto  fiji  im#ge  majle  like  to  corruptibly 

before ;  and  the  plural  agrees  bet-  m/tn,  and  to  birds,  and  four-footed 

tesfckbjcfeeidffil  that  he  would  give  beafts,  and  creeping  things. 

©f  the  great  number  of  Aagels.  zfz.    With  gay  religions  full  of 

362.  Bjfalfities  and  lies]     That  pomp  find  geld,}    By  religions 

.tfn*     <*-*   *  <  ui  2                    *             Milton 
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44  PARADISE  LOST.       ^oj>kL 

And  Devils  to  adore  for  Dfeities : 

Then  were  they  known  to  men  by  various  names, 

And  various  idols  through  the  Heathen  world.     37$ 

Say,  Mufe,  their  names  then  known,  who  firft,  who  laft, 

Rous'd  from  the  flumber,  on  that  fiery  couch, 

At  their  great  empeVor's  call,  as  next  in  worth 

Came  fingly  where  he  flood  on  the  bare  ftrand. 

While  the  promifcuous  croud  flood  yet  aloof.,       38* 

The  chief  were  thofe  who  from  the  pit  of  Hell 

Roaming  to  feek  their  prey  on  earth,  durft  fix' 
^  Their 

Milton  means  religious  rites,  as  Ci-  fuperftition.  This  gives  it  a  great 
cero  ufes  the  word,  when  he  joins  advantage  over  the  catalogues  he 
relhiones  et  ceremonias.  De  Legib.  has  imitated,  for  Milton's  becomes 
lib.  1.  c.  15.  and  elfewhere.  thereby  a  neceflary  part  of  the 
Pearce.  work,  as  the  original  of  fupcHLi* 
376,  Say,  Mufe,  &c]  The  ca-  tion,  an  eflendal  part  of  a  religious 
talogue  of  evil  Spirits  has  abun-  epic,  could  rot  have  been  fhown 
dance  of  learning  in  it,  and  a  very  without  it  Had  Virgil's  or  Ho- 
agreeable  turn  of  poetry,  which  mer's  been  omitted,  their  poems 
fifes  in  a  great  meafure  from  its  would  not  have  fuffcred  materially, 
describing  the  places  where  they  becaufe  in  their  relations  of  the 
were  worfhipped,  by  thofe  beauti-  following  action*  we  find  the  fol- 
ful  marks  of  rivers,  To  frequent  diers,  who  were  before  catalogued: 
among  the  ancient  poets.  The  au-  but  by  no  following  hiflory  of  fa- 
thor  had  doubtlefs  in  this  place  berftition  that  Milton  could  have 
Homer's  catalogue  of  mips,  and  brought  in,  could  we  find  out  the  fe 
Virgil's  lift  of  warriors  in  his  view.  Devils  agency,  it  was  therefore  ne- 
Addiftn*  ceflary  he  fhould  inform  us  of  the 
Dr«  Bcntlcy  fays  that  this  is  not  fact.  Warburton. 
the  fineft  part  of  the  poem  :  but  I  Say,  Mufe,  Sec.  Horner  at  the  be- 
think it  is,  in  the  ddign  and  draw-  ginning  of  his  catalogue  invokes 
ing,  if  not  in  the  coloring  ;  for  his  Mufe  afrefh  in  a  very  pompous 
the  Paradife  Lofl  being  a  religious  manner.  Virgil  does  the  face,  and 
epic,  nothing  could  be  more  artful  Milton  follows  both  to  far  as  to 
t  Um.ii  chu j  deducing  the  original  of  make  a  freih  invocation,   though 

fltofts 
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tookt       PARADISE  LOST.  45 

Their  feats  long  after  next  the  feat  of  God, 

Their  altars  by  his  altar,  Gods  ador'd 

Among  the  nations  round,  and  durft  abide  385 

Jcfitovah  thund'ring  out  of  Sion,  thron'd 

Between  the  Cherubim;  yea,  often  plac'd 

Within  his  fan&uary  itfelf  their  (hrines, 

Abominations )  and  with  curfed  things 

His  holy-rites  and  folemn  feafts  profan'd,  39* 

And  witJi  their  darknefs  durft  affront  his  light. 

Firft  Mtii6th,  horrid  king,  befinear'd  with  blood 

Of 

ftort;  becaufe  he  had  already  made  i  'Kings  VI.  23.    1  Kings  Vtll.  6 

a  large  add  folemn  addrefs  in  this  and  7.     See  alio  2  Kings  XIX.  1 5. 

Very  rook,  at  the  beginning  of  his  O  Lord  God^  of  Ifrael  which  dwelled 

poem.  between  the  Cherubim.     Hczckiah  s 

J76.  — their  names  then  hso*wn^\  prayer,     llttme. 

they  had   got   them    new  387.         — yea,  often  placd 

Milton  finely  confider'd  Within  hit  fanftuary  itfelf  their 

that  tlfe  names  he  % was  obliged  to  Jhrines, 

apply  to'  thefe  evil  Aneeis  carry  a  Abominations  5  ]     This    is    coin; 

bad    figniJBcation,    and    therefore  plain'd  of  by  the  prophet  Jere- 

cpuld  hot  be  thofe  they  had  in  their  miah  VII.  30.    For  the  children  of 

jtate  of  innocence  and  glory ;  he  Judab  have  done  evil  in  my  fight9 

has  therefore    faid    their    former  faith  the  Lord;  they  have  Jet  their 

names  are  now  loft,    ras'd   from  abominations  in  the  houfe  which  is 

amongft  thofe  of  their  old   aflb-  called  by  my  name,    to  pollute  it. 

dates  who  retain  their  purity  and  And  we  read  of  ManafTeh,  2  Kings 

happinefs.                         Ricbardfon.  XXI.  4  and  5.   that  He  built  altars 

376.          ■  rjoho  firft,  who  loft,  ]  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  of  which 


•  thrond  courts  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.    See 

_T  njhe  Cherubim  j]  This  re-  alfo  Ezek.  VII.  20.  and  VIII.  5,  6. 
Utps  toTthp  ar£,  being  placed  be-  ,  302.  Tirft  Moloch,  horrid  kingA 
jftreoa  the  two  golden  Cherubim,   Fin?  after  Satan  and  Beelzebub. 

M  3     .  The 
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iWa  d  i  s  fe  iiorVr.     &Mft; 


Of liumafi  facrifecfc,  arftf  pireittstcStr^  *^    - 
Though  for  the'rtoiffe  of  dftims  W:timbreb  bod 
Their,  childrens  cite*  tinheard,  that  pitted  thfttogh  fitA 
To  his  grim  idol.     Him  the*  Ammonite      '        $$6 
Worfhipt  in  Ribba  a!nd  hit  wfttry  plain, 
In  Argob  and  in  Bafao,  to  the  ftream 

Nor  content  wfth  fuch 

Audaciotrt 


Of  utmofl;  Arrton. 


The  name  tnhkcb  fignhles  ting,  and 
lie  is.  caU'd  ^m^/  king,  becaufe  of 
the  human  facrifices  which  were 
Inade  to  him.  This  idol  is  fup- 
•gofed  by  fome  to  be  the  fame  as 
Saturn,  to  whom  the  Heathens  fa- 
Gtificed  their  children,  and  by  others 
to  be  the  Sua.  It  is  faid  in  Scrip- 
lurfc  thftt  the  children  pajed  through 
the  fire  to  Moloch,  and  our  author 
employs  the  &riie  expreffion,  by 
which  we  muft  underfbnd  not  that 
they  always  actually  burnt  their 
children  in  honor  of  this  idol,  but 
Sometimes  made  them  only  leap 
over  the  flames,  or  pafs  nimbly  be- 
tween two  firfcs,  to  purify  them  by 
that  iuftration,  and  confecrate  them 
to  this  falfe  deity.  The  Rabbins 
afiiire  us  that  die  idol  Moloch  was 
of  brafs.  fitting  on  a  throne  of  die 
fame  metal  and  wearing  a  royal 
frown,  hfcviftg  the  head  of  a  calf 
and  his  arms  extended  to  receive 
%he  roiferable  victims  which  were 
to  be  confumed  in  the  flames ;  and 
therefore  is  very  probably  ftiled 
here  bis  grim  idoL  He  was  the 
God  of  the  Jrmnonitu,  and  is  called 
}he  abomination  of  the  children  of 


Jttimdn,  x  Kings  Xf.  7.  and  was 
worshipped  in  Rab&a,  the  capital 
city  ot  the  Ammonites,  which  Da- 
vid conquered,  and  took  from 
thence  the  crown  jdS  thpir  God 
Mi/com  as  fojne  rende*  die  words 
2  Sam.  XII.  30.  ajicl  tlife  feWa 
being  called  the  citj  .  *f  waters* 
t  Sam.  XII.  zj. ,  j«  is  here  Tail 
JLabba  and  her  wattf*  pfaju;  and 
likewifc  in  Argob  a$  Jn,  jtla/an, 
neighbouring  countries  XQ.RaU* 
and  fubjed  to  the  Ammonite*  as  far 
as  to  the  ftream  of  utpofi  Anon, 
which  river  was  tne  boundary  of 
their  country  on  die  fouth.  Solo- 
mon built  a  temple  to  Moloch  on  the 
mount  of  Olives,  4  &i®s  XI.  7. 
therefore  called /£*/  ofa'opjoys'ffif} 
and  high  places  and  lacrifiqes  were 
made  to  him  in  the  flcafant  valley 
ofHinnom,  jer.  VII.  ii.  which  lay 
fouth-  eaft  of  Jerufafem,  and  was 
called  likewife  Tofbet  from  die  He- 
brew Toph  a  drum,  drums  and  fuch 
like  noifv  inflruments  being  ufed  to 
drown  die  cries  of  the  miferable 
children  who  were  ofter'd  to  this 
idol,  and  Gehenna  or  the  *vattty  of 
Himiom  js  in  feveral  places  of  the 
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ft*kr*       FARAD  I  S  E  LQ  ST.  47 

Audacious  neighbourhood,  the  wifeft  heart         400 
Of  Solomon  he  led  by  fiaud  (o  build 
Ife  tejaple  right  agaujft  the  temple*  of  God 
On  that  opprobrious  hill,  and  made  his  grove 
The  pleafant  valley'  of  Hjjipom,  Tophet  thence 
And  black  Gehenna  c*H'd,  the  type  of  HeU.      405 
Next  Chemos>  &'  #)fcc«e  drejd  of  Moab'a  ions, 

From 

Jffew  Teftament,  *nd  by  our  5a-  dbry  of  their  country  to  {he  nqrt^ 

vlour  himfelf  made  the  name  and  afterwards  belonging  to  the  tribe 

type  of  Hell,  by  reafon  of  the  fire  of  Gad,  to  Nth,  a  cky  ea&ward, 

that  wad  kept  up  there  to  Moloch,  afterwards  belonging  to  the  tribe 

0O&  of  the  horrid  groans  and  out-  of  Reuben,  and  the  'wild  of  fouth- 

cries    of   human   lacrifices.     We  moft  Abarim,  a  ridge  of  mountains 

jgif&t  ialarge  much  more    upon  the  boundary  of  their  country  t* 

C^chof  thefe  idols,  and  produce  a  die  fouth ;  in  Hefebon  .or  Hefliboii, 

fceap  of  learned  authorities    and  *»&/  Horonaim,  Sean's  realm,  two  ci- 

quotations;  but  we  endevor  to  be  ties  of  the  Moabites,  taken  frojn 

as  fhort  as  we  can,  and  fay  no  more  them  by  Sihon  king  of  the  Amor 

than  may  ferve  as  a.  fumcient  com-  rites,  Numb.  XXI.  26.  beyond  the 

mentary  to  explain  and  illuftrate  fowry  dale  of  Sibma   clad  <witb 

our  author.  wines,   a  place   famous  for  vine- 

406.  Next  Cbemos,  &c."]    He  is  yards,  as  appears  from  Jer.  XL VIII. 

rightly  mention'd  next  after  Mo-  32.  O  <vine  of  Sibmab  I  will  weep 

tdch,  as  their  names  are  join'd  to-  fir  thee,  and  Bleatt,  another  city  of 

gether  m  Scripture  1  Kings  XI.  7.  the  Moabites  not  far  from  Heih- 

and  it  was  a  natural  tranfition  from  bon,  to  eF  Afphaleic pool,  the  Dead 

tfce  God  of  the  Ammonites  to  the  Sea  fo  call'd  from  the  Afphedtus  or 

God  of  their  neighbours  the  Mo-  bitumen  abounding  in  it;  the  river 

abites.      St*    Jerom    and  feveral  Jordan  empties  itielf  into  it,  and 

teamed  men,  aflert  Chemos  and  Baal  that  river  and  this  fea  were  the 

Peer  to  be  only  different  names  for  boundary  of  the  Moabites  to  the 

the  fame  idol,  and  fuppofe  him  to  weft.    It  was  this  God  under  the 

be  the  fame  with  Priapus  or  the  name  of  Baal  Peor,  that  the  If- 

idol  of  turpitude,    and  therefore  raelites  were  induced  to  worflup  ia 
called   here    tb*  obfeem?  dread  of  tiittim,  and  committed  whoredom 

Moab's  Jons,  from  Aroar,   a   city  with  the  daughters  of  Moab,  for 

upon  the  rive*  Anion,   the  bpun-  which  there  died  of  the  plague 

M  4  twenty 
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From  Aroar  felfcfaq,  aadthe  wjid  ....$  j^v/  .<-. 
Of  fouthmoft  Abarimi  ia  Hefct>oA  !  ..  »  ••„,0!,  £ 
Ap4-HaFonaioa,  &jqn,'s  reafe&,  fc#p*4  Jt  -  •  ,-<jj  tf 
The  flow'ry  (We  of  Sibsaaacl^.  with  wines,  .  k!^*^ 
And  Eb&e  to  th'  Afphakic  poolv  t  j,r    •; 

Pcor  his  other  name,  when  he  ent&'d    -  -.       ; 
Ifrael  in  Sittim  <>n- their  n^ph'%m  Njfc     ,  ..-••; 
To  do  him  wanton  ritw>  .which  ,coft  them  ,*poc. 
Yet  thence  his  luftful  orgies  %e  inlarg'd-      -      41^ 
Ev'n  to  that  hill  of  fcandal,  by-  the  grove 

Of 

twenty  and  four  thoufand,  as  we  a  feie  moral  fentiment  has  oar  an. 
read  in  Numb.  XXV.  His  high,  thor  here  introduced,  and  couch'4 
places  were  adjoining  to  thofe  of  in  half  a  verfe  I  He  might  per- 
AUUcA  on  the  mount  of  Olives,  haps  have  in  view  Spenfer'i  MaJfc 
therefore  called  here  that  hill  af  of  Cupid,  wjjere  Anger,  Strife  &c 
ftandaj  a*  before  that  epprabrhut  are  represented  as  immediately  fok 
mt  for  Salemm  did  build  m  high,  lowing  Cupid  in  the  pFoceffiom, 
ftecs  fcr  Chm&jh  tht  ahminatim  of  See  Fairy  Queen.  B.  a  Cant  12 
Mmb  in  th  hill  tb&t  jj  htfirt  J*ru~  finer* 

fikm,  end  fer  Mokch  tbt  *h«mi-  419.—  from  the  bord,rinZ  flood 
**%*  tfj**  ***!&**  *f  jbto**t  Of old Euphrates &c.]  It  is  rightly 
1  Kings  XL  7.  But  #*!  J*fi&  called  *#,  being  mentioned  by  the 
brake  m  pieces  their  images,  mi  oideft'hiftorian  in  the  eariieft  ac- 
cut  dawn  their grom.  Scc.aKinp  counts  of  time,  Gen.  Hv  14.  And 
XXllL  J3*  *4*  it  is  likewife  called  the  Luring 

#*5-  *&*']  W3d  frantic  rites;  -&S  bcin2  Ac  utmdft  limit  or, 
generally  by  orgies  are  underflood  ,  a0*  callward  of  *<*  pronuYd 
th#feafts  of  Bacchus  became  they  ;?*>  according  to  Gen.  XV:  18. 
were  fuch,  but  anv  ofiier  mad  ce-  Un*°  *%  feed  b#*e  1  riven  this  km  J 
remonies  may  be  to  calTd,  as  here  ^om  tbt  ril°er  °f  *%&*  **&  the 
the  lewd  ones  of  Chemos  or  Peor  &na*  ?***'  thi  rrwr  Euphrates : 
Kichardfin.  ai*  ™  &&*&  fpeakfcg  of  the 
,  „  .      ...  w^  *°** ™**  brought-  out  of Errtt 

417.  - hjt  bvdbj  bat,%  Whas  ty.  Pfal.  LXXX.n.  fr%*Z 

her 
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Of  Moloch  homicide,  to  terdUyaate; '  ' 
Till  good  Jofiah  d¥oW»lbeAi  thatee^  Heff.r:  s  — 
With  thefe  camCthey,  who  frbm4&e  b6rdf^«obd  "* 
<©£• old  Euphrates  tdf  tlkShroSk'&ait  parts  •'    •"•'-■  426 
Egypt  from  Syrian  ground,  I^genwal' names  ■*' 
Of  Baalim  and  Afhtaroth,  Aofe  nftle;   ;- 
Thefe  feminine.  iFbfS^fcks  when  they  pfcctfc 
Can  either  fe* anWe,  >feM**h};  fi>  foft      •'.<••■' 
'And  uncompounded  is  AtSr  eflfence  pure,  ^%£ 

Not  ty'd  of  manacled  With  joint  or  limb; 

Nor 

W  tthkhr'wWti*  /**>    *»J  **r  about"the  operation' of  Demons, 

tHtxbtii&b  thrrtotr,  that  is  from  where  a  ftory  is  related  of  a  De- 

thb   Me8Sttrftraean  to  the  river  men's  appearing  in  the  mape  of  a 

Batto-a**»i'IAifo*-3r**  that  farts  woman;  and  upon  this  a  doubt  is; 

~      '  from  S&fan  grounf,  iftoftpro-  rais'd  whether  fome  Demons  are* 


««Wy  :!fc%  wrbbk  Bcot  meittion'd  males,  and  others  females ;  and  it 

i»  4&5pfare,    near   RWnocoIura,  is  averted  that  they,  can  affume  ei- 

whfch  ofy ls?a%rfd  fometmtes  to  ther  fe*,  and  take  what  mape  and' 

Syria  and  fometinies  to  Egypt.  color  they  pleafe,  and  contrad  or 

>*  *\:  -r.  tiV  »»r        »it^  r  dilate  themfelves  at  pleaiure,  as 

^gtakm aflJ^arotkAThttt  th     arc of  ^  aery  naturc  //d  ^ 

^1^^#t«^^.t0^e^;a5  ix^®-  y%  <*T»r,  tots  <r«M*, 
they  Gx^ndy  are  m  Scnp^  «  ^  ^m  ■  — . 

agf/there  were  many  JWm  and  ^£       ^  ^p^©..  T„$.  „.' 

ma^^^/^^Aey  were  the  ge-  ^      &  **  „  «F*r@-  #t- 

weal  Barnes  of  the  Gods  and  God-  %  W7W         ^ 


d^of  Syria,  P aWbne,  and  the  %^^t  „„<&  m^  y£-t 
j^zMxwm  coonmes.  It  w  fop-  ^  £Tg£aMM  mpir  *c k  lgtir 
B#Rd  that  by  themes  meant  the  m<^  T«¥tM*«ri#  «***«» 
%  and,  the  hoft  of  Heaven.  ^^m  JiAhoyQr.  p,  7^-^771: 

443;  A*  $*«»  when  thy  ftoi/e  Edit.  JLutet,  Parif*  1615.  S*tth  a* 
toi]  Thefe  notions  abotft  extraordinary  fcholar  was  Milton, 
Spirits  feem  to  have  been  borrow'd  and  fuch  ufe  he  made  of  all  fort* 

fan  Micfcael  PfeUo^hk  dialogue  of  **h«*> 

437.  With 
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Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  ftrength  of  bones, 

Like  cumbrous  flefli;  hvt  in  whatihapc  they  cboofe  , 

Dilated  or  ccpdcns'd,  bright  or  cWcure, 

Cao  execute  their  aery,  pwrpofes,  4  ]£ 

And  work6  of  Jove  or  eamfcy  folfil 

For  thofe  the  race  of  Jftael  oft  forfook 

Their  liwo^Acength,  wd  unfrequented  left 

His  righteous  alter,  bowing  lowly  down  , 

TobeftialGods;  for  which  their  head*  as  low     43$ 

Bow'd  dowja  in  battel,  funk  before  the  fpear 


437.  Whtb  ibefc  in  trap  &C.  ] 
jffioretb  or  Afiarte  was  the  God* 
deft  of  die  Pbmmciam>  and  the 
noon  was  adored  under  this  name. 
She  is  rightly  faid  to  cams  in  frapp 
with  Amtacoth,  as  ihe  was  one  of 
thesn,  the  moon  with  the  ftars. 
Sometimes  flic  is  called  queen  of 
*ka*m,  Jer.  VII.  t  g.  and  XLIV. 
17,  18.  She  is  like  wife  called  tbt 
Goddefs  of  the  Zidoniaw,  i  Kings 
XI.  5.  and  the  abomination  of  tit 
Zidom*m9  2  Kings  XXIII.  13.  as 
Ike  was  worshipped  very  much  in 
Zddan  or  Sidott,  a  famous  city  of 
the  Pbaemcians,  ntuaied  upon  the 
Mediterranean.  Solomon,  who  had 
snany  wives  that  were  foreigners, 
was  pravaii'd  upon  by  them  to  in- 
troduce the  worfhip  of  this  God- 
dtfs  into  Ifrael,  1  Kings  XI.  5. 
and  built  her  temple  on  the  mount 
«f  Olives,  -which  on  account  of 
this  and  other  idols  is  called  tbi 


Of 

mountain  of  corruption,  2  Kings 
XXIII.  13.  as  here  by  the  poet 
tby  offmffai  mountain,  and  before 
tbat  opprobrious  kill,  and  that  bill 
of  fcandal. 

446.  Tbammux  came  next  Sec.  ] 
The  account  of  fbammuz  is  finely 
romantic,  and  (uitajble  to  wbat  we 
read  among  the  Ancients  of  the 
worfliip  which  was  paid  to  that 
idol.  The  reader  win  pardon  me, 
if  I  infert  as  a  note  on  this  beaa- 
tifal  paffage,  the  account  given  us 
by  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Maon- 
drel  of  this  ancient  piece  of  wor- 
fhip, and  probably  the  firft  occa- 
fion  of  fuch  a  fuperftition.  M  We 
"  came  to  a  fair  large  river  » 
**  doubtlefs  the  ancient  river  Ado- 
"  nis,  fo  famous  for  the  idolatrous 
"  rites  performed  here  in  lajnenta* 
u  tion  of  Adonis.  We  iad  the 
"  fortune  to  fee  what  may  be  ftp- 
"  pofed  to  be  the  occafioaof  th*t 
"  opinion 
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Of  defpicable  fee*.*  With  thefe  irf  troop 

Came  Aftoreth,  whom  the  P^hofcnickns  called  ! 

Aftarte,  queen  of iHeav'n,  with!crdcent  horns? 

To  whofe  bright  image  nightly  By  the  moon        440 

Sidonian  virgins  paid  their  vows  and  fongs, 

In  Sion  alfo  not  iinfuiig,  where  ftood 

Her  temple  on  th'  trffenfive  mountain,  bu3t 

By  that  uxorious  king,  whofe  heart  though  large* 

Bfcguil'd  by  fair  iddlatrefles,  fell  44^ 

To  idols  foul.     Thammuz  caihe  next  behind, 

Whofe 

•*  bpinion  which  Lucian  relates,  according  to  the  traditions  died 

«*  «w'je.  that  this  ftream  at  certain  every  year  and  reviv'd  again.     He 

*  feafons  of  the  year,  especially  was  flain  by  a  wflfl  boar  in  mount 
re  about  the  feaft  of  Adonis,  is  of  Lebanon,  from  whence  the  river 
««  a  bloody  color;  which  the  Hca-  Adonis  defcends !  and  when  this 
*c  then*  looked  upon  as  proceed-  river   began   to   be  of  a  reddfth 

*  ing  from  a  kind  of  fympathy  In  hue,  as  it  did  at  a  certain  (baton 
«/  the  river  foi^he  death  of  Adonis,  of  the  year,  this  Wtts  their  fignal 
'**  who  was  kilPd  by  a  wild  hoar  for  celebrating  their  Adonia  or 
**  in  the  mountains,  out  of  which  feafts  of  Adonis,  and  the  women 
^  this  ftream  rifes.  Something  made  load  lamentations  for  him, 
^  like  thU  we  faw  a&tially  co.xe  fuppofing  the  river  was  difcolor'd 
£  to  pais;  for  the  water  was  ftaiVd  witn  his  blood.     The  like  idoh- 

*  to  a  rurprlfinfc  rcdnefe ;  and  as  trous  rites  were  transferred  to  Jeru- 
"*  we  obferved  in  traveling,   had  falem,  where  Ezekiel  faw  thewo- 

.%4  focotorM  the  fea  a  great  way  men  lamenting  Tammttx,  Etek. 
jj  into  a  reddifti  hue,  occafior/d  VIII.  13,  14.  He  /aid  edj/o unto  me, 
S*  dottbrlcfs  by  a  fo::  of  minium  'Turn  the  yet  again,  and  thou  fitak 
*f  or  red  earth,  wathM  into  the  fie  greater  abominations  that  fbey  do. 
«  river  by  the  violence  of  the  rain,  *Tben  be  brought  me  to  the  door  if 
**<•  .nd  not  by  any  Ibfr*  from  Ado-  rhe  gate  of  the  Lord's  'homfe,  tvbicb 
*&  uis's  blood."  Addifm,  was  ttneards  the  north,  and  behold 

ffiammuzWZs  thetJod  of  the  "Sy-  there  fat  nvomen  weeping  for  Tarn- 
/4JW,  the  taWc  with*  Adonfc,  who  muz.    Dr.  Pembettoa  in  4w»  Ob- 

fenradons 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$  PARADISEt^ST.       fciSPt 

Whofe  annual  wqijnd  in  Lebanon  allur'd 

The  Syrian  damfejsjo  lament  tiisfatc 

In  aiporous  ditties  all  a  fummer's  day, 

While  fmooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock  4$Q 

Ran  purplp  to  the  lea,  fuppos'd  with  blood 

Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded :  the  love-tale 

Iqfefted  Sion's  daughters  with  like  heat, 

Whpfe  wanton  paflions  in  the  facred  porch 

Ezekiel  faw,  when  by  the  vifion  led  .  45$ 

His  eye  furvey'd  the  dark  idolatries 

Of  alienated  Judah.    Next  came  one 

Who 

ftftitioitt  upon  poetryquotes  fome  bis  face  to  tbe  ground  hfir*  tbt  ark 

<*f  Aefe  venes  upon  Tbammuz  as  of  &e  l»oxdi  and  the  bz&d  &f  Bqgm 

4SHngui(haWy  melodious ;  and  they  and  bath  tbe  palms  of  bh  bands  *wtrt 

ttiteobforved  to  be  not  unlike  thofe  cut  of  upon  tbe  thrrJko(4  (afon  tbt 

itelmfifut  lines  in  Shakefpear  iHen.  grtmfel  or  ground  ill  edgem  as  Milton 

IV.  A&  III.  and  particularly  in  the  exprefles.it,  on  the  edge  of  the 

faeetnefe  of  the  numbers ;  footpoft  of  his  temple  gate)  ftnfy  tie 

Ai  fvvect  as  ditties  highly  pentfd,  /"+*< %"»  «J?  kft.%&*  * 

Sung  bv  a  fair  queer!  in  i  fum-  w«  *ead  '  Sam'  V-  4-.  -  IfW 

me^  bower,           '""  **?  «*  **  "«»  ^"^  * 

With  ravIMng  dWfion  46   her  ^  «ccqbw  of  4ip  idof    Sow 

jute           *                j«  denver  the name  from Dag^nwrn^ 

. .,            .  fignifies  cojrn,  as  if  he  was,.the  \flf 

*457-        — —  Next  cam  one  ventor  <o£-  it  j   others  .from,    #<^ 

*  ~  Jri*  ntiutftd  in  earwfi*  &c]  The  whjchr  fignines  a  fiuV  a^/eprejfent 

fomentations  for  Adonis  were: wkh-  him  accordingly  wifh  the   ujjpef 

dot  reafoiv  but  there  was  real  oc~  part  of  a  man,  and  die  lower  part 

e&Aon  for  Dagon's  mourning,  when  of  a  fifh.    Our  author  follows.^ 

the  ark  of  God  was  taken  by  the  latter  opinion,  which  is  that  cons*. 

Pfailiftiflfcs,  and  being  placed  in  the  monly  received,  and  has  rjie&ies  tnc 

ttttpl*-.o£  Bagm;  the  next  morn*  authority  of  the  Jesynep]  Selden. 

i*g  heboid  Dago*  was  fallen  upon  This  Dagon  is  called  in  Scripture 

the 
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Who  mourn'd  in  earneft,  when  the  captive  ark 
Maim'd  his  brute  image,  head  and  hands  lopt  off 
In  his  own  temple,  on  the  grunVel  edge,  469 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  (ham'd  his  worfhippers : 
Dagon  his  name,  fea,  monfter,  upward  man 
And  downward  6fli :  yet  had  his  temple  high 
Rear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coaft 
Of  Paleftine,  in  Gath  and  Afcalon, 
And  Accaron  and  Gaza's  frontier  bounds. 
Him  follow'd  Rimmon,  whofe  delightful  feat 
Was  fair  Damafcus,  on  the  fertil  banks 


the  God  of  die  Philiftines,  and 
was  worthi|}pfed  hi  the  five  prin- 
cipal cities1  <*f  the  Philiflinct,  men* 
rion*d  t'Bam.  VI.  17.  Azotus  or 
ADj46^  where  he  had  a  temple  as 
#fe !  rtlad1  in  1  Sam.  V.  Goth,  and 
Afim&ti,  arid  Accoron,  or  Ekron, 
and  Gorxz  where  they  had  edi- 
fices and  fcaftings  in  honor  of  him. 
Jndg.  XVI.  Gaza  s  frontier  bounds, 
lays  the  poet,  as  it  was  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  the  ptonuVd  land  to- 
ward Egy^t.  It  is  mentioned  by 
Mofer  arae  fouthern  point  of  tat 
ftid  oFCanaan.  Gen.  X.  19. 

q&f;  WmfillwSd  Rimm*,  &c] 
J&awuw  was  a  God  of  the  Syrians, 
but  it  is  not  certain  what  he  was, 
*r  why  fo  calFd.  We  only  know 
that  he  had  a  temple  at  Dama/cms, 
*  King*  V.  18.  the  raoft  celebrated 
cky *  m  Syria,  or  Mr  Arab  3^^ 


Aara  aW  Pbarpbar,  riven  of  Da* 
wtfcuu  as/jthey  are  called  2  Kkgt 
V.  1a-  Aieperonabe  J^Naamaa 
the  Syrian,  who  wae  curUof  hi*  Jo* 
profy  bjiEWha,  and  who  for  tbgt 
reafon  re&br'd  thenceforth  to  ^frr 
Uiiihtriurnt  offering  npr.fgcrifice.t0 
any  other  Qod>  but  unto  the  Lord* 
Z  Kings /V,  17.  And  gain  J  a  &*& 
Aha*  tosjottfy  conquror,  who  with, 
the  affiftance  of  the  king  of  Anu- 
ria haying.  q&en  Damafcus,  £$& 
there  an  altar,  and  fent  a  pattern 
of  it  to  Jerufklem  to  have  another 
made  by.  it,  directly  contrary  to 
the  command  of  Gad^  who  iad 
appointed  what  kind  of  akar  h# 
would  hav»  (Exod.  XXVIL  1.  v 
kc)  and  had  arder'd  that  no  other, 
mould  be  made  of  any  mattgr  or 
figure  whadbever.  Ahaz  .however 
upon  his  return  r*pov*d  th*  jdtar 
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Of  Abbanaond  Pfaacphar,  luddi&eanf,  :  .  ,-ii  V, 
He  alfo'  againil ib©  Jwufeaf  Go&vm bold :  I  .  47Q 
A  leper  once  fas  loft,  and  giin'd  a  king,  1  ,  ■  1 ) 

Ahaz  his  fottifh  c<m<jia'ror,  vrhom ha drfw <  .  {,<<., 
God's  altar  to  difpacage  and  dtfjplace  .  '  ..„,  mj- 
For  one  of  Syrian  mode,  whereon  to,b»m  tii 
His  odious  offerings,  and  adope^  Qpds  ,  ../  ,4315 
Whom  he  had  vaoquifli'd.  After  thefc  append , . ,  j 
A  crew  who  under  names  of eUreaowfty*  .[,  ;.  ,; 
Ofiris,  Ifis,  Qrus,  and  their  train, 

With 


of  the  Lord  from  its  place,  and  fet 
up  tjiis  new  altar  in  its  itead,  and 
efferd  thereon,  2  Kings  XVI.  10. 
Sec.  and  thenceforth  gave  himfelf 
up  to  idoiatry^  and  inftead  of  the 
God  of  Ifrael  be  facrifidd  unto  the 
Gods  rfDamafcus,  %  Chron.XX  VIIL 
23.  whom  he  had  fubdued. 

478.  Ofiris,  Iris,  Qrus,  and  their 
train,  &c.]  Ofiris  and  Ifa 
were  the  principal  deities  of  the 
Egyptians,  by  which  it  is  moft  pro- 
bable they  originally  meant  the  fan 
and  moon.  Oms  ww  the  ion  of 
Ofcris  and  Ifis,  frequently  con- 
founded with  Apollo:  and  thefc 
and  die  other  Cteds  of  the  Egyp- 
tians were  worshipped  in  mm- 
firons  Jhafts,  balk,  cats,  dog*,  •{£*. 
and  the  reafon  alleged  tor  this 
inonftroas  worflup  is  deriv'd  from 
tiie  fabulous  tradition,  that  when 
the  giants  inraded  Heaven,  the 
Gods  were  to  ifnghted  that  they 


fled  into  Egypt,  and  there  con- 
cealed them! elves  in  the  ihspw  <rf* 
various  animals ;  and  the  Egyp-, 
tkns  afterwards  oat  of  gratityJet 
worshipped  the  creatures,  whofe, 
ihapes  the  Gods  had  afluni"d.  Ont]^ 
Met,  V.  519.  &c.  v,  sc-, 

count  of  their  u^n^formmom ;  astd 
therefore  Milton  here  ca}t$  fljiet^   a 

Tfei?  wand* ring  <?mSi  dtfenud  in  1 

brutijb  firvts 
kdthcr  than  hitman* 

482,  — -  A>  did  I 

by  dwelling  fo  long  in  3 
iiife  ted  with  the  iupi 
the  Egyptians,  and  in  all  probabi- 
lity made  the  golden  calf,  or  ok  \ 
{ban  ,  0  it  is  differently  calVd,  Pfa], : 
CVJ  19,  £q.)  in  imitation  of  that  ] 
which  reprdented  Ofiris,  and  out 
of  the  golden  carings,  which  it  is  ' 
moil  iikely  they  bbrrbw'd  bf  thV 
Egyptians,  - 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dottfct       PARADISE  LOST,  jj 

With  rodnfeoiis  (hopes'  and  ibrceries  abnYd 

FWatk  Egypt  and hefpricib,  toftek  484 

Their  wawFring  God§  dHgtus'd  in  brotiib  forms 

Rather  than  human*    Nor  did  libel  'fcape 

TTh*  infediott,  when  their  borrow'd  gold  compos* d 

The  calf  in  Oreb;  and  the  rebel  king 

Dwibled  that  fin  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan,  4$£ 

Likening  hifc  Maker  to  the  grassed  ox, 

Jthovah,  ^ho  in  one  night  when  he  pafs'd 

From  Egypt  marching,  equaled  with  one  ftroke 

Both 

aft*,  ftxOd.  XII.  35*  Tbe  that  tatetb  graft :  Jebeeuab,  <wboin 
*ik  Ofcrf,  and  fo  the  Pfalmift,  omnigbt  nvbe*  be  pefsd from  Egypt 
'modi  m  taif  in  Noreb,  Hah  marching,  for  the  children  of  I&mel 
*  i$.  while  Mofes  was  upon  not  only  /o/£V  from  Egypt,  bat 
tleJm£ant  with  God.  And  the  rebel  marcVd  in  a  warlike  manner,  and 
iftr£,  Jertboam  made  king  by  the  the  Lord  brought  them  out,  the 
lirfcelites  who  rebelled  againft  R«*  Lord  went  before  them :  e&stafd 
hobOartt,  I  Kings  XII.  doubled  that  <witb  one  ftroke  both  ber  firft-bom 
fin  fef  makteg  two  golden  calves,  end  all  ber  bleating  Gods,  for  the 
pfbbibty  m  imitation  of  the  Egyp-  Lord  flew  all  tbe  frfi-bom  in  the 
Bkss  with  whom  he  had  converted,  land  ef  Egfpt  betb  man  and  beaft9 
Who  had  a  couple  of  oxen  which  and  npon  tbeir  Gale  alfi  tbe  Lord 
they  worfhrpped,  one  called  Apis  executed  judgments.  Exod.  XII.  ia, 
at  Memphis  the  metropolis  of  the  Numb.  XXXIII.  4.  and  Milton 
offtefr  S0p|t,  and  the  other  Mnevis  means  all  tbeir  Gods  in  general, 
a|  Hiera^ciis-the  chief  city  of  the  tho'  he  Ays  bleating  Oodt  in  parti- 
J#fMr.  Egypt :  and  he  fet  them  up  cttlar,  borrowing  the  metaphor 
in,  neliiet  and  in  Dan,  the  two  ex»  from  fheep>  and  ufiog  it  for  the 
friajMtie*  of  the  kingdom  of  ffrad,  cry  of  any  fort  of  beafts.  Dr.  Beat* 
fte  fonder  in  the  foath,  the  latter  ley  fays  indeed  that  the  Egyptians 
n  the  north.  Likening  bis  Maker  to  did  not  worfhip  (tieep,  they  only 
Jfe  gretked  ex,  alluding  to  Pfal.  abftain'd  from  eating  them  i  but  (at 
CVl.  2b.  Tbus  tbty  changed  tbeir  Dr.  Pearce  replies)  wds  not  Jupi- 
ghry  into  tbe  JbmUt*dt  of  *u  ex  tw  Ammoft  wof&aggped  under   a 

ram, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5*  ?A&ADJ$frfjps&      **§ 

Both  her &£4Kraa^afrJ^W  ^ 

Bctial came  Jafc dm vhop ^^nti?wwii«d  *#* 
Fell  not  from  Hcagco,  or>jn^gfl»&telfl*<  \<  .\J% 
yicc  for  itfclf :  to  him  nrr frrijjln ifliryj i  *:....:..  k 
Or  altv  findk^  yet  who  «dq&  ofe  $b«  fcfc  ***;~"; 
In  temples  and ^  ^dfar^ , vri^  ^  prkflr  ..;r-r  ^ 
Turns  athe^^xfid  EliU  ftp*,  *wt»Wd  t  4* 
With  luft  and  violence  %  feff£  tf  Go4  ?  a-      •  -4 

III 


ma,  hence  tmupr  4s«t«?  CIc-   «*ds  the  peflag*  aa  bf.ttffl*j|t 

mens   Alexandrums  tells  us  that   with  the  Gods  of  Egypt.  * 

the  people  of  Sail  and  Thebes  ..  ^  -; 

worjhipped  (heap;  and  R.  JarcM  490.  Belial  cam*  lafi,  SccAThe 
upon  Gen.  XLVl.  34*  fays  that  a  chara&rs tf  AfeM  «**  ***** 
Ihepherd  was  therefore  an  abo-  pi«pw4*rcad^fni)Wl  TniiriniH 
mination  to  the  Egyptians,  becaufe  *efpe&ive  fpeechttuasjrf  MhmmK 
the  Egyptians  worihipped  (heep  »  k^f  ftcoad  aju)  fefofrifc  .  ,Ji ^# 
Gods.  We  may  farther  add,  that  t  .,%r;  UAAp  t  tuwfcEfA* 
Onkdos,  Jonathan,  and  farerai  And  they  are  very  |>rop«Tyj  * 
others  are  of  the  fame  opinion,,  one  the  firft,  and  theochf rj 


a|id  (ay  that  (hepherds  were  an  itf  this  cataMgueV 

abominaripn  to  the  Egyptians,  be-  make  (b  great  a  figure  4 

caafe  they  had  no  greater  regard  tfapojsjm.    Mokeh  JtoMbi*  Mf 

to  thofc  creatures  which  the  Egyp~  was  ak  /*»?/  Spin*  (tjafJhS  toaW 

tiaot  wosihipped,   than  to  brood  7W»,  JUL  44*  ^AtotA»Afti 


thorn  up  to  be  e«tea»    Theft  au^  asj*e  is  fopreirrnnJi*idM  1 
thorities  are  fanciest  to  juftifyout   m*ci+a*jJhti^Jkil+7*»k4mim 


pott  lor   calling    them    bUatim^  not  appear  that  kenr*  < 

CM;  he  might  make  ufe  of  thai   (hipped*  but  WdiptfflfcptotM* 


effete  as  one  of  the  tfo&  infipt-  lows,  fuchj*  regard  *ttto*tQM0fc 

t  and  contemptible,  with  the  nor  Man*  *»  calWfls*  ^a1        ' 

r  air  of  difflak  as  Visyl  day*  tlmtbiUpu  *f.  Betid,  fia*. 

Viil.  698.  13.    So  die  ions  of  ~ 


t^^^quedeummonftra*    '  Sm^IL  T»^*SE*T£*!£ 
&***■  Amibis,  .v/*z£*  ^tWn»^f**tt*y 

and  ft  returns  to  hk  fobjed,  and   who  abos'd  the  fawilill>iii|ft|t  Jh^sAf 
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ciwW|  wnere  idc  none 
Of  rfm Ofr  ffflff tbtm  tbdr  igftteft  tower*, 
And  injury  adtaMMftYt  And  When' night  500 

D*iN»**  ***<»»  '*M%wi<fcr»rth  Ac  Tons 
Of  IvfcJ,  #**•***  infcteoce  and  wine: 
HifcidiAfeflKBWltf  JKfatn,  and  thit  night* 
1»  CHbcah,  wfeirti*  Mjatabfe  door  - 
41  Expa'4 

11  f  Wli  rtjul  Hill  11  III)  1 11  1/       504.  —  'mltt-ltfBtfitatkWm' 
MtMmli  «Hlfa  are  Ae  particular  k-       Exftfd  a  natron  t»  tmtii  imft 
fagm  Wwww  by  .or  author.  r^J  So  Mltoa  eatt'd  it 

**fc*.  •>— jhtuir  wrV*  bifiltnce  mid  to  be  prinwo  in  the  fecond  editions 

And  Wihtm  did  well  ft  alwhg  to ' 


'ad^ntt  vi  thaw 


yflMi  ntfi^f^f    pafcre :  for  k  w»  not  true  o?&- 

v*  '  there;' the  Homtti  bad  mt  hm#* 

&kp*m*cmt&w*u  apMMpfc  mr,Gen.XDL8.andaitht7weri 


iHMMiwk^'  aad  the  auooiag  only  offerVl  not  accepted,  it  is 
jjM»4MM«vtaMM  tad  high*-  proper  to  fay  that  they  w«e>*Xfo& 
■jaUM*  fafchiim  aodwgc,  info-  fetoMerretbat  Mihon  in  the  <o» 

coad  odfekm  efcaoged  jUUed  torn 
atfofjy  becaaie  im  what  wat  doo* . 
at  Gibea*,  Jodg.  XK.  a$.  th# 
Lmt*%$  *»Vwas  sot  oaiy  >a*h4 
bat  pot  out  of  doors  and  «^wV 
to  the  «0O8  lowdfttft.  Whir  ta*a> 
doos  Dr.  Beruley  ptofer  MikooV 
firft  leading  to  to  fecoo4,  who*** 
altered  the  patiage  to  make  h  mono 
agreeable  la  the  Scriptural  ftory  r 

N  506.  ^V 
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Expos'd  a  matron  to  avoid  worfc  rape..  $p$ 

Thefe  were  die  prime  in  order  and  m  might*    „.  , 
The  red  were  long  to  tell,  though  far  rtrtownM^ . 
Th'  Ionian  Gods,  of  javan's  iflbe  held  • .  >o 

Gods,  yet  confefB'd  later  than  Heavti  and  Btttfcy  • 
Their  boafted  patents :  Titan  Heav'h's  firft«4**n»  $ib 
With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  feisty 
By  younger  Saturn  j  he  from  mightier  Jqvb         •'• 
l^HTis  own'and  Rhea's  fon  like  measure  found  t 
So  Jove  ufurping  reignM:  thefe  firft  in  Crete 
And  Ida  known,  thence  cm  the  {ho  wy  top         515 

.':.''_■■  of 

506.  Tbtf*  frtr*  the  prim]    tt  is  mtndera ;  and  ti  «t  wn  pot  pofljbfe 

obierved  by  Macrobius  and  others,  nor  indeed  proper*  to  neither  was  it 

.,  in  commendation  of  Homer's  cata-  At  all  hit  attention.    #e  proposed 

iogne  of  flops  and  warriors,  that  only  to  mention  the  chief,  and 

fee  hath  therein  mentioned  cmy  fiich  who  were  known  ia  jfalefljpe 

fcody  who  doth,  and  no  body  who  and  the   neighbouring  coontnet, 

doth  not  afterwards  make  Ids  ap-  and  had  encroach'd>  upon  die  wor- 

rirance  in  the  poem:  whams  it  uip  of  the  God  of  &*el:  and 

otherwife  in  Virgil;  fome  htve  what  he  profkntt  heiath  ejteegtet 

.  a  place  in  the  lift,  who  ane  never  with  wonder&l  learning  and  jndgf- 

heard  of  in  the  battels,  and  others  meat.  He  hath  frikrg'd  very  nxkh 

* .inake  a  Agate  in  die  battels,  who  upon  each  of  thefe  idols,  as  he 

*»  not  taken  notke  of  in  the  Kft.  <irew  moft  of  his  materials  trbtk 

.  Wetthef  hath  Milton  in  mis  r*Q>6&  Scrinture:  TbeKjl<w#t  kngtottlh 

Attain'd  Homer's  excellence   and  the  reft  he  High  tfy  pafles  over,  at 

teaoty ;  but  men  k  mould  be  con-  oar  knowledge  of  them  is  derive 

Aier'd  what  was  his  intent  and  only  from  fabakw  atoquity* 

parpoie  in  this  catalogue.     It  was 

hotpoftWefor  him  to  exhibit  as  508.  W  h**mQ*dsr>fJ#om?s 

.  complete  a  catalogue  of  the  fallen  iffm  btld 

Angels*  as  Heater  hath  ^rren  a*  GoA,  *<x)  Jm><m,  *«  (omA 


of  the  Grcda^aad Trojaa  «»•  fan  of  Japhifr.  a^  jtaadibn  of 

ffau, 
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.faM     *A&A8f§$  LOG*  $9 

^1  cold  Olymftts  rtl^tlte  rfriddle  •.  dp;  ' '  "^ 

Thcir^H^ifiSIMft^iJ^^y  *ii  ttt!1)tij^  cliff, 
Ck&Wffiia^^^J&i  *  ®*  hotinds  *'     : 
Of  Doric  Iai^o?<#hft  mh  Saturn  old 
Fl^«^Mfl^*^  fifelds,  $*> 

sjflrfWi  M  ti&B*i&&?&'  the  iftMofl  il&* 

i^^^ihrfft^ti^e  fl6ck!ng;  But  tritti  loolA 
Down  MWdb^'^t  foch  *ltt*ein  Append- 
Ohfcurfcftttte  $hh£&  of  joy,  to*  havfc&tind  their  chief 
Not  iir&fp&fc;  tb'ftavfc&und  thefli&lve*  not  loft  $i$ 

/  ll  lofs  itfetf  j'i.  which  on  his  count'nance  caft 

10  Like 

ttoah,  hfappofed  to  have  fettled-  tiirwai*  bcctrt* Ac  name  6f  Hea- 
In  the  fc^4eft  part  of  Ma  Mi-  veil  among  their  worihippertr; -w 
nor;"  aboht  JWra,  which  contains  *»  /Ar  Delphi  An  &§>  Itattaflhs. 
&e  radical  ltttcm  of  hh  name.  His  thereon was  fetfedtbe  dty  Betyhi 
aefteftfenti  were  the  jw/mj  and  famous  for  the  temple  and  oracle 
Grecians  r  '  and  the  principal  of  of  ApoBoV  &  M  DodMd,  *  dry 
iheirGcfis^ere  Heaven  and  Earth;  and  wootf  adjefaing  -fecred  to  Ja^ 
fi7«iV*s  their  eldeft  fan,  he  was  pfcef  ?  and  ttirttkgh  all  tbt  btmds  of 
father  of  Are  giants,  and  hi*  em-  *>*rfr  land,  *0t  is  of  Greece,  Do* 
toe  was  feifcd  by  Ms  younger  bm-  tk  befofc  fcpftrt  of  Greece*  qrjltd 
mr  Sht&ti*  «s  Saturn's  was  by  J»-  *&►  Mria\  tMe  Atfriatie,  /*  /##>/- 
*frfr  «fo;  of  Saturn  and  Rhea:  fri&'f^iarktyitM  **' *tl 
7%efe  firft  were  known  m  the  iknd  t&Mr,  Prance  and  the  other  own- 
Gtt«  now  Candia,  in  which  is*  tflH  0**ri*n bjf  Hie  Gehtt,  rw»V 
-  mount -/ifo,'  where  Jupiter  is  faid  fbe  vMijt  Mm,  Owfct*  Britain,  Ire- 
©*kre  been  born;  thence  pafled  fen**  ikc-4frfeneys,  Thule  «r  Jfc*- 
ever  ftttS  Greece,  and  rcfided  oxr  4and*^U///*W ?3fo&,  *  It  is  -caffd^ 
ttoimt  (>/wi*«i  in  Theflaiy ;  the  die  utmoft  boundary  of  tkc  woijd, 
m^^^km^din^^k  Ho'  S*i!f ^ctmcrfrAis  ire -nl^efeta 
•^cafls  ft,  0&]*r* >i»*mf*i  Ww««»rt«^'4i 
i^#?4^^»»5CVI«At9.  Ot/*  d^c?a*Mrs^dieJrarew5t«tf€^ 


N  *  5*9-  *#■ 
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6*  PARADI SIR  LOST.       tdfekl 

Like  doubtful  hue:  bifttehi^wootodpridd         "v 

Soon  recaUefting*  \*rithhlgh  words,  tbtt4tt«''^' W 

Semblance  of.  worih  not  &bft*noe,  ge^iy^raWd^  />? 

Their  fainting  &nr«ge,  and  x^Q)drd  thd»*fea*»w  ■  5$» 

Then  ftrait  commands  thafr>&  thejwaHifa^fdoafr   •/ 

Of  trumpets  load  and  clarions1  be  upraai^*  tnjorfiA 

His  mighty  fbfidard:  that  pr<*i4  honor  cLMMki^n 1 

Azazel  as  his  right,  a  Cherub  tail}         '  ,T:  ;A 

Wly>  forthwith  &om  the  glittering  fbff  unferiWI   53^ 

TiV  imperial  eflfigh,  which  full  high  ad?ata<f4 
A  Shone 

$a$.  Sembkmte  of  worth  not  fib-  Demon,  a*  Ac  learned  Dr.  Spencer^ 

fiance,]   An  exprefllon   of  hath  abundantly  proved  to  Ms  di£»' 

Spteftr's  Fairy  Queen*  B.  2.  Cant,  feftatkxt  Dt  bit**  mijjfaio. )'  H*  • 

9.  Sm.  fhorothat  this  name  11  uftd-*fj 

Full  lively  is  the  fimUmmt.  though    f""r?«^  "  ^Sftffi 

the/^/dead.     3W.         "««*  ""h*  ^<^^eArJ*U 
y  y  ^  ftian,  and  derives  it  from  t#o  He* 

-553a  Their  fainting*  toutage,]   In  brew  wends,  Jsc  and  ^W  figmfjp** 

the  Ml  edition  he  ga?e  it  their  ing  J*w  in  retreating,  t  |>r©per< 

/afr/arf  enmajiK;  if-  that  fee  not  an  appellation  for  the  ftandafd-beaW 

error  of  the  prefs.  to  die  ralTn  Angel*.    We  fee  Mil*- 

5  jai  QftruwtpwhudmJ clarions]  ton  gives  j£b*k#/  a  right  to  beftan* * 

A  clarion  is  a  fmall  fhrltt  treble  dard-bearer  on  account  of  his  fla-* 

trowpct,  a  .darfapieai  edit  fono*  ture ;  he  had  no  notion  of  a  dapper 

Hum.  enfign  who  can  baldly  can/  hit 

So  Fairfax  mentions  and  diftin-  colon.  >   ■  . 

guifrestaem^  iCantiL^/r;  r  :  r>.  ^ 

Utf&i  trumpets  loud  aft  cartons'  •  S?*  ™f'^^'\J}&.\ 

(hrill  were  hear*.  ^          '  ««  <*«*  «*f  *«**  »  **  **• 

book  wonderiuUy  poetical,  *ufeOT 

5$&ii&JbmftW49n*  tiam'd  fiances  of  that  iublime  genius,  10 

Jzaxel as  bis  right,  *t3krnbtall{\  peculiar  to  the  author.  Such  is  the 

Jxtu&lat  not  ttaifpafMJoat;  as  it  is  defertptlotf  <#j%2kteeft)  Vlatore,  <a£l 

commonly  calTd,  hit  ftgftifitt  fome  of  the  infernal  JUpdafd  wttch  he 

i.;**    *  unfurls* 
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lob&l       IVAR*AP  I SELO  STv 


*i 


Shone  likea-nwteoriWming  to  the:windi"ov. 
With  gems  and  golden  luftre  rich  unWaaf'd, 
Seraphic  .asms  and  trophies  j  all  the  while 
Sqpprottj  metal  blowing  martial  'founds  s    1 
At  vdrich  die  uroverfal  hbft  up  fent 
A  fhout,  tktt  tore  Hell's  concave,  and  beyond 
Frightosfeifte  reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night. 
All  in  a  moment  through  the  gloom  were  feen 
$&}  tftsntfaad  banners  rife  into  the  air 
With  orient  colors  waving:  with  them  rofe 


54* 


.tl 


A 

tmfcfVs   *  dfr  of  that  $»%  Wtbcrurttohrs^nmtoing:  with 

light,  4(M*te*  the  fend*  appear  /fc»«j£                              - 

to  one  anod*r  in  their,  phwe:  of  A  fir$jtbug*gfyars^  SoTa&r1 

torments:  $6e  *0ut  frf  tb#  wbde  defcribing  the  Chnftian  and  Paganv 

hftft  of-  Wlen  AflgeJb  wh«i  drawa  Annies  preparing  to  engage,  Can*, 

op. in  battel  aeray;    the   review  20.  St  28.                  ,     t 
whkh  the  teader  .makes  of  his  in- . 


femal.ftn&y;.  the  Aim  *f  lijht 
*&e}t  fppe^'-d  upon  the  drawing: 
o€  Aeif  KKfokd  *be  ftdden  pro- 
dofifeaAMfc  Pandemonium :  and 
the  -  artificial '-  Pmnlnatkma  ■-  made ' 

in  it     J/tMfin.y..r 

•,^T-   I  -        ,    - 

.543*  FrigbttA  the  reign  pf  Ch*s 

and  old  Night.]  Reign  is  ct&d 

Eke  the  Latin  rignum  for  kingdom : 

avh&fin  Spenfer's  Fairy  Queen, 

Mitt  Qant  7»  St.  21. 

TBacfiraifdi*lead  to  Pluto's  grifly 


Sparfe  4  vento  on  deggiandairj* 

bandiere,  - 

E  ventolar  fu  i  gran  cimier  le> 

pemne : 
Habiti,  fregi,  impreie,  'anne,  c 

colon, 
D'oro,  e  di  ferro  al  fol,  lamp** . 

fulgori. 

29.  c; 

Sembra  d'alberi  denfi  alta  forefhl 
L'un  campo,   e*  Taltro,  di  tant* 

hafte  atonda. 
28. 
Loofe  in  die  wind  wared  their  en«  ' 
•     figns  light, 
Trembled  the  plumes  that  on  their 

crefts  were  fet  * 
N  3  Thai 
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A  fortohtt^  of  -lpeiiv,  and  Ahfcgjttg  fceli** ;        - 
Appear^;-  tod terirwid-lbMdaj m  thick •sictty: ,   <  •• 
Of  dcptK  mim^fiWaWe:  ariea  Sheymoy*1  '  ■  >" 
In  perfect  phjdamt  t»  fat  Vknim  ami  $  jfa 

Of  fluteeand  Ifoft  rGKatders ?  ftcft  as  ws'd  -  '!'-« 
To  higfath  of  i&Meft  temptf  freroes  old  »  -  -  \ 
Arming  4o  battel,  and  inflead'ibf  rage  •  "■  '• "  "H 

Deliberate  valor breatk'dj  firm  and  unmpv'd  '  '  t( ' 
With  dread  of  4«ath to  filter  fed  retreat*  ]fjjj 
Nor  wanting  pew'r  ft»  mitigatfe  and  Afcgt.-'--  -  ' 
With  foteam  touches  troubled  thoughts,  andtha&f 
Aogulfh  and  &*& »*4  fear  and  ferrow*  and  faia  c  , 
From  mortal  or  immortal  minds.  Th?$  4^^- 
Breatm^g  united' foece  with  fixed  thought  '  ,  .  £$£ 
•  Mov'd 

Thair  arms,  impreffes,  colors,  gold       550.— «  I*  «£#  Dmln  imtd  *c.] 

«^*one,  Alfaocoawaof  the  «m£c  o/'th« . 

?G«nft  die  fan  beams  tauTd,  fla-  Ancients  are  vex?  uncertain  and 

mqd,  (patkled,  (hone,  cbnfus*d.  There  fcetn  to  havabeen 

79.  three  principal  modes  or  meafarej 

Of  thy  topt  oaks  they  feenf d  two  "m6ng  ^  *«  ^^  .*•***• 
fortfts  thick-  lwo  £'"*,  and  the  Z>«r<fl*.    The  £♦*«« 

So-.ilid.each  haft  with  (pears  and  T  the  "°*f»lcfuI'  Jh(f  >^« 

Tbier  8rave  ^  majeiUc.     And 

:  .-,..>     ..      ™   '    Milton  in  another  part  of  his  vork* 

.  J+8-,  *—  femtJjfalds]  Lock'd  ufea ,jr«i»  and  DerU  almoft  as  fyn- 
coe  within  nno$«F,  l»k1d  #ad  onymoiis  terms.  "  If  we  think 
clafp'd  together,  from  the  French  *•  tt>  regulate  priming,  «h«*eby  to 
Mm  »I«k^ti4BOtdofc.  -  *&%' -muiiw,  w4  motk  Kgp- 

ttwr.  !' fete  #*ci<ea{WQe  gad  pafHmes, 
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Mov'd  <**  ip  filancfttofp^pjpc*,  tha*  g^rm'd.^  A 
Their  pain^  ftcp;  p'pr  ^he  b}iBDt  foil  ^  andnow  nA 
Advanc'd  ip  wew,  ^fy.i^,  g.  horri^  front  ;( 
Qfidreadfili  kf)g&  *#4  ^JrPg  3f*n«i  «  !«**■  .  nT 
Of  warriqtjft|4 wi*  <»te*'d  fc©*  a»4  ifcjeU, . ,  -5^3 
Awaiting  what  copjaaanfl  their  gugjhty  chief  ■ 
Had  to  impofc :  ]rfc($hripugjb  the  anitfg,  J}|es  -  - ,,, .  .1 
Darts  hi*  tx^qms'4  qjfiPa  a*4  fcoo  tfflwrfr  j_ 

$he  whole  battajwfl  WW?,  tfcejf  Qfi&Jt  dge*.  ,  ,r 
Their  vifages  aqd  ftajturc  aatf  Goto,  ,  £M 

Tfcfir  number  hk  ha  6km.  Aadoow  lUt  tatf*  ' 
Difleods  with  pride,  aad  hard'uingin  his  ftrength  ,_ 
Glories :  tor  never  figee  -created  pm$,  ,.;.»• 

Met  fueh  imbedied  toe,  as  nani'd  wi&  thefc  .    • 

Could 

«  «D  lb*r~  ie  deBghtftd  -to  nan.   pet;  and  other"  martial  mafic  m- 

<t  Nomu&em«ftbeheax<i>i»of<>ng  cited  and  inflam'd  tkna  more  to 

K  be- fetor &ng, but whatiejttrcv  rage..  Sob  Aulas  Gelliiw,  Lib.  I. 

H  md  Dark."  {8ce  bit  Speech  rot  cap.  1 1.  and  TbocfA.  L.  y. 

Iba  Wwty  of  mniiceae'd  Printing.  . 

V«i-I.p.  1+9.  Edit.  173*.)    Tbb       5«>-  Britkngwuttdfircewiitb, 

thwefot*  wa»  the   aeafure   beft  foetdOtugbt 

*b»ted  t«  the  faH'n  Angels  at  thie       MtaPdon  infltmi\  That  Homer 

WaStaresanitbeif  infbntmnta  were  «<k«t-«be  Gneciane  march  en  in 

>*»  and fifti+aAfoft  rtctnkrt,  *r  fileHBeb*bthing*woe,  IUad.4II.  8* 

wfev-'d *hea  wii£  *  mere  eooi  ami       567,^^  fo**gk*l*  *m^#h> 

N  4  unlikq  , 
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644  F**&£tf0tMAltt     Bftfefil 

Could  merJM»?Sfril^jtot{*i*^ 
Warr'd  on  bytmai;^kbaj^  aHdffi  gutttffatiftol  yd 
Of  Phlegra  fe^^hsfoicliwo^Bfcjomlk  sicqraoD 
That  fougBfcat  lEhebcisnd  Ifabn^ionneach  £&  >;odT 
tyfet'd  with  auxiJ^r^Wa^fcairiqprfiatfto^cfcnd^f^tli  "I 
In  fable  drfoowuje*  6f -UtfaBffs'iBm  v/c*  r  ^i!  kfi$? 
Birgirt  with  BritKhrrqad  ArotowdknijHttip- ;>o  r;H  H  \ 
And  all  who  fkce,  Hmptife'd'oi  Inijddj-d:*;  A  rv  oi  ata.I 
Jouftc^4a  Aija-onaont  ^r  Mtatdtafc'-uni  ;•••'  yiol.-j  )Q 
l^afco,  orfyfcro$RO»  OrTrtbUond,  ;< ;Ul '..'-.  JooJ 

Or  wham  &Utoffciifr&am  Aft*  ftftf^*  -:•''  "b  98^ 
-....••  When: 

unlike  that  in  Shakefpear,  Andu  /&  the  heroe$  were  afEfted  by  the.* 

4c  Cleop,  Aft  L  Gods,  therefore  call'd  oMpa/i^Cw&  %  > 

~  thofe  Ml  goodly  eye*  ***  <vkt*&**dt  wm  in  ffte  mi} 

Tfcat  o'er  the  nleV  and  mutters  of  J?™**  <£^y^,  Jung  Anhiie*  t 

the  war  n         Uther   Pendragoa,    wtofe  p 

Have  dow'd  lib*  plated  Mare.  *XJ**^  «  woumkly-CTtpird  by  , 

fa  Geoffry  ol  Monmouth,  btgirtnvhk  [ 

575*     —  ihn  fmatt  i*tf<**ttj  Briiyb  wtd  jirmmc  knight**  for  he  > 

//'i,//i/i'i^fiW.\i;j  All  the  he-  u  as  often  in  alliance  with  the  king  > 

rot5  and  armies  thai  ever  we^c  a£  of  Arraorica,  lince  called  Bretagne*  [ 

ftmblcd  were  qu  more  dun  pyg-  of  the  Britons  who  fouled  ttere  1  5 

miea  in  companion  with  thefe  An-  and  all  *wfa  Jutte  jaufint  in  dfpr*-  * 

gels;  tbovgb  &H  the  gi&nt  Lr&ed  $f  mtmt  or  MwU&lPaff?  rom antic  ttama$  j 

PbttgfwA    a    city    oi    Macedonia,  of  places  mention  d  m  OiJanctoFu*  [ 

wJjefe  the  giants  fought  with  the  nolo*  the  latter  perhaps,  Mootau- 

Gods,    *a.n>£  /£*  Arro/V    r<t**    nw^  ban  in  France,  Datmftv  &r  ftfarvttot  • 

jj i.-7*V  th&tfmtgbt  at  Tbefch  a  city  Dam afc us  or  Morocco,  but  he  calls  I 

in  Bejotia,  famous  for  the  war  be-  dieruas  they  are  ealPd  in  romance*,  [ 

t ween,  ^he  fans  of  CEuipus,   cek-  or  Tn&*findt  &  city  of  Cappadoctt  » 

b  rated  by  Sratius  in  his  Thebaid,  in  the  JciTer  Aila,  all  thefe  placet  f 

&r.4  Ilium  made  Aill  more  famous  are  famous  tn  romances,  for  jouft- 

ly  Homer'a  Jli*4  where  w  *«<£  ings  between  dig  fa$u*£i  md  in  fa  \ 

••-y*  deb  1 
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Wfe$n  Charhmikfai;^yhiilalfett*f^rt|*f*l  •**  -»  cv 
By  FoflftaMiifcig  3*teflocrdrife;h*7Bdd/ci  no  b'T.;  ,7 
Compare  <tf  dfcprtalrprosnfsy -^m!  obfefaftl  '-^  inH  iO 
Their  ^flfldacoriOTignrfril  htKafartrgitfagrcft  ?»k;  I 
In  ihA^baJblgBOa^hKidif^mhmbvi^  r';''-"  £j# 
St$8$l  like  a  tow'r}nttg>ftrtii  had  yttwttioft  •  '<<  •  nl 
All  her  origindlWi^htae^iA^^pbartd'  rfii  .  .  >:  t<2 
Left  than  Arch-An$ol  roin'd,  pnfl  fiffrrtregfir  -  ~*  iA 
Of  glory'  obfcur'4}'&*fefen  therftstfotf  rifen  '  * 
Looks  through  «&e$o#3GJbsl  nsBfy-^c  >'        •-  505' 

6fco»  of  his  beam^  "^iroffi  behiftd  #«  ffioW  -  *••> 
rwHW  Lx 

iUty'vitaK&f  39&W/  !&^yV  curiae' ago* '«fl&  Dr.  BMityfea 
alWUtiea^jM*  ^w»  Jfrk'fiwe,  rejecting  fome  of  thefe  live*  a**- 
tte'ttathr-Sfrfe^'Wio  •Mfinf  fpuriou^yetkkaqchjohewifti'd 
fcUtfiSflfcwfo'  A/Hat  to  Spain;  that  ow  poet  had  not  fo  fa*<-a*» 
«**>0fc»**tff'W/£  nit  Sit  pier*  dulged  hi*  tafte  for  ramanc*,  of 
^a#^ft**i**#*tf, OaHeinafir'  which  he  profefes  himfelf  to  ha»« 
kiy -Uf> '  Jfradtc- 'ariff'emperor  df  been  fond  in  his  younger  yean, 
GwaMfy<ab«l^the"y«ftr  «oo  un-'  and  had  not  been  oftentatioos  of 
dqawtetf tWYtgateft theeafateen*  fuch reading,  as peihapt had better 
inaSlMittrv"  fa»d' Maritoa  Stttl  the :  never  have  been  read.  '  ' 

Spufcfc  Mftttf&nl? Are  HfilMm's  an-       5S9.  —  be  tfotrt  the  trjl  tec.  f* 
thatavftrlayfeg  ffltt  Ke  and  hi*  What  a  noble deflSfipfioh  is  herebf 
i—ywitM  WiWttintnwniannef  at   Satan'i  perftml  tad-  how  different - 
FeUbribKto^<»]tlc1t  'fc  a  Jtreag-  frSnf  the  common  Xitad  fidiWtou*' 
tmtfn&itf Masqat  -aie  v$y  en-   reprefentstibtos  of  MM,  wMi'  Ifflraar-' 
ti—tgnMto»  etah^'and1  eftfeem'd   and  a  tail' and  dovferi  fctt!*ind 
ttaUHMyi  <*!  &,'4mgdiMnJ':!  Wfr  yet  Tafi©  bath  *>&&»*!  hfaft, 
Maw#aj"<*nd  ■*&•  French  writtf*  'Cattt.  IV.  lTEe.  greatieft.  matters' 
£*»»  afctriw  different  and  more  wo--  in  psmtfiij?  hid  tot  fitch  fcb&ntf ' 
BaW*i**)ftMt!bf  fib,  Ahthet^as1'  ideas  aslfiltotf,1  ari*"toohj| "Ml^ 
at-bfr  triarfrid&s  *«*'  hVfcmlhles1"  their'  SH^ave* <W»$  *>  jfe^5* 
8oA-dM  in  {^.  -  'AnfJd^rvrt'  Wi^companble  WIW«hKi?  J 
.  body 
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4»  PA^AP?5»^O^Ti      QNfc$ 

Indimecfyifetf&b^ 

On  half  themtko%  j»4wkb£m  ' 

Perplexes  rmmrthfl.    Pvkaa'dfQ*  ytfUtoofc:     <  1 
Above  them  all  «h' Afl&*Ang*h  fat  hi#  fetf:   i£tf$ 

Q^&arsofthvitekrlw^  wi«i»  r.sl 

Sat  on  hit  fa&d  check,  Mw4prbr^wp 
Of  daunflefs  ocwmge»  *od  eontldtftte  f*Wt> 
Waiting  tmpge:  QP»1  bfr  «ye;  b«J  crffr 
Signs  of  rf oprie  and  ptffen  *>  bchpty  '4hj£ 

Th«  fellows  of  hVcr^ne,  the  ibllawew  r**h*F  .  -  ' 
(Far  other once beheld  in  Wifs)  cc»deqw'4      ,. .,  *. 
For  ever  now  to  have  their  lot  in  pain,  v      : 

MilluHM 

body  most  allow  who  hath  feen  the  6c*.            i-*—kisfi&  ^ 

pidoret  or  die  prints  of  Mkhael  £Xr#  /w«  ^  tbxrui*  bad  1*+ 

and  the  Devil  by  Raphael,  and  of  treweVd,')  Hade*  iato,  had 

die  fame  by  Gudo,  and  of  the  kft  made  tmichtf  there,  ef  theFrendi 

judgment  by  Michael  Angdo.  tthtekrr  t*  cut*    $hake4jpc*i  »fea 

the  fame  word  fpeatieg  of  a  scar, 

599.  —  W  mntbfiar  of  change  b  mas  ibis  vayfunnii&trmQk'd  iK 

Perplexes  «#•**&.]  It  is  fcsd  that  All's  vd  that  ends  well,  Aft  II.    . 

Ai»  noble  poem  was  m  danger  of  609.  —  em*cd\  This  weed  it 

being  fuppreis'dby  the  Ltcencer  cm  not  mod  hen*  in  in  proper  lam 

account  of  this  fimile,  as  if  k  con-  ferife,  of  mdcVd,  mVd,  &«,   left 

tein'd  fome  iatent  treafon  in  k  t  as  Mr.  Hume  righriy  obfwem  feat 

but  k  is  faying  Htde  more  than  a  ftrange  affinity  wkk  the  Catefc 

poets  have  faid  under  die  moft  ab-  <*/z«pJV,  to  deprive,  to  takeaway, 

461ute  monarchies ;  as  Virgil  G4org.  as  Honker  has  ufed  k  moth-  is  one 

1. 464.  pnrpofe. 

5«pemonet,fra»demqtie,etopcr- 

ta  tnmifceft  belie.  The  MmVamere,d*im*f  hmtym 

but 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Millions  of  Spltt^fibr ^jps  fe^tr«Bj«tfd  *  i».  ,  :.♦ 
Of  He^n*  ^fmm  (ftemii  i^foidfirs  flungi*  £9$ 
Forhirawblt^  yefc&ki^Jjcw  thfcy itoad>- ,'?;',  7"i 
liicir^oiywitJbi^dx^SMrliwH^  ^  ^   ,; 

HaJjh  fcathUfcheioreft  oiks,  .or  mountain  ptqca,> 
With  fingedtqi.thw  ftatdy  growth  though  ton© 
Stands  oaihqU*ftcdhw$hf  Hpwwprspw'd    615 
To  ,4**ks  tttantt  tjicir  dwbted  «mks  they  )m& 
(cotai  wing  to  Wing  and  Half  inctefe  hu»  rpwd 
\V^h  aWris  peexsi  attention  held  them  rawte* 
Thrice  heiaflay'd,  and  thrice  in  ipjllse  of  fpppj 

Tears,  fuchas  AugfU  weep,  burftftrth:  atfcft     649 

-uo<  'M  Words 

bat  gave  him  AMacultjr  of  fiagkg  witherM  1)017  of  the  Angela  and 

fweetty\   Ody&VIILoV     Audi  the  laft  with  great  propriety,  fince 

te^irellirejnttptbqr  to -have  read  their  loftre  was  impair  *d  by  thun- 

jbe^wted  ttfed  ift  the  fame  fenfe  der,  as  well  as  that  of  the  trees  in 

fetoewhereih  Spenfer,  but  cannot  the  fimile :  and  be  fides,  the  Mailed 

at  ifrefen*  torn  to  the  place,  heath  gives  us  fome  idea  of  that 

SstyA**f*LfykitfulJ&ifi  tbtgpod^  Angefl  burning  foil,  on  which  the 

Ttf  £fc*he-  trae  cagfctt&ifln  of  this  Angels  were  Handing,   Homer  and 

We  wot  gfl  |>a<]c  $0  ver*  605  for  Virgil  frequently  ule  comparifons 

th*tveritoi';The  fenfo  then  is  thjs,  ftps*  ,  trees,  to  exprefs  the  ftature 

t|*|uU$tfc£  WIqwj  fif  hift  crime,  or  falling  of  a  hero,  hut  none  of 

attdenmad  j&c,  yet  how  they  flood  them  are  apply nd  with  fuch  variety 

fittth&L  .Kikhardfim.  anjl  propriety  of  rircumilances  as 

AajjA^-^j  when  HcavefPsJSre  this  of  Mtlton.     See  An  EJay  vpn 

w&mtJbXlhl itcA  Hath  hurt,  hft&  JI#/**M  imitathm  tf  the  Andtnis, 

damag'd;  a  word  frequently  ufed  p.  24. 

in  {2haucer?  Spcnfer,  Shakeipear,  6iQ.TbHetbeafay<t,anJtbric*-~ 

(tifrtxii  ^^rritoB.  This  is  ?  very  2Vrj  J*rJ?  /ar/£]  He  had 

heauti&l  and  cWe  fimiie  j  it  re-  QvJd  in  &s  thought,  Wetam.  Jflt.* 

IttMl  *«  W^flic  ftap^  an4  419, 

*  Ttr 
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Words  interwove' wfch'fighs  feudda^'lhtfirinay.^" 
O  Myriad  bfimteortart-8pf ritsj  &<Ptamr»  -  -:.i 
Matchlefsf1tat,'(irtl1i^hrAimighty,  and!  tbat' Ante?/1 
Was  not  inglorious,1  though  th'mvqnt: was dire,:-  r. '-. 
Ak$hts  place  tdtifles,  3ttid  this  idirpncfaange.  ♦.-•  ;h&«£ 
Hateful' to  otter  5  :tyit  what  pow^r  of  xnted  .-> ;  -  tul 
Foo&ting  orprefeging;  frpm  the  depth  /ait  vbMW 
Of  tatowtaJgepaft  or  prefent,  co^rhrtefftg&diftH 
How  fuch  united  ibrce  of  Gods,  how  frich  ten  ?i:  c£ 
4%ftood  iifaethefe,  couM  ever.knbwTep^ferlv;  $3W 
For  who  cata;yeti>fcli€Vfe,  thoiigjh  afterMfc  >IIOvy  c  T 
That  all  thefir  jpu&mt  legions,  wfl^l&xa^oi  utfft 
Hath  emptied,  Hnv'n,  fhallfaitte  ro-i&fltf  jgaal  1A 
Self-rais'd,  and  rejtolfefl  thdir  motive  4eaO:;r  tcjnol^a 
Kw*ne1ie*friiDefc  all  thfcTwftiof  Heaitc%,  ^m  ^3(J? 
-.wdT  *  If 

%r*conata  taps, -tar  Jetifaprtira  and  t# the  intended  ddtru£ipBAQ£v 

-";  rjgaric*    Bentkp.                   .  ths^r^ateft  people  in the  frond,  tpj... 

"-      .           *i     -                      »  giaufyW*  own  vain  g^wy.    ( 
rsmrf*ib*$  Jixgeh  noup,  UkcEd-  .     6*5.  7         —  oBdttftifliftr.  >: 

mttfS-Ickor  *f  the.  Oodr  which;  Wat  W  ingloriQut^  Qyid^Me^v 

watniftmnit  6dm  the  blood  jof  IXL  &                     ;,  ^Jrtf :"  ^  ;  ^ 

mortals.    This  wepfojr/jo£  &tfan  ^       •         ncctflbr^"       * 

INieji^onein^ndrfthriftoiy  u«*  jwwum  *      r    ^  ^ 

o£  ftpwei  wfepn*  on  fe«ng  his.       63^ tiki*  emptied  H&vfai  J&'%j 

▼Jbiuil)vna«dTelfijaijigiiiatthejp.  concetv'd  that,  a  third  part  tf  r&V 

wato  moral,  &  -the  dm*  that  he  Angels  fell  with  Satan,  according  ". 

wlriuft'sixig  jbearco  their  Ju*  to  Ren  XII.  4*  ^W  ft  ak/  ^mit 
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By  me$ikrofll<ft  Q^lh^p^1a»^^^I^j?^  ,  > 
Matafthi&  >Jt-M 

Sat  oa^ibwiie?^^  -  v.  x.// 

Crifent  or gafloteiiiiindfhii: fl^sffife;  o.iq  afrfity* 
Pat  forth  irfilH,  'battttlt  lustftraigth  conoetttdp ♦  ,j:  U 
Which  tcmpkd:cta«Ate«pti  ^ystottjhftoiicAIL-; 
Heafeftfrtfrl&'rtiJght  we  Jitov,iai<llqw^ 
So  as  not  «lthtrtoiJ>nlfcot*,toDdiotid^  "•.»■••  v:  i* 
N«^  w^pro*ok'd>  'oorbrtto-pirflTCinMifi  6f£ 
To  work  id  dafede%n,  by  frabdbr guile, 
What  fort*  effected  not :  that  he  to^da  ,,  r 

At  lengtfctffcrtn  as  afcay  find,  whorfiddr&met       .% .  ? 
By  force,  hath>  ^vercooie. bat  half  jIjis  fba  Mo-: 

Space  may  jrfOdttoifc^rftrDrlds^  tffcttoof  fo  Jt&ix6jttR 
!I  There 

*ft,  •W&jtfffi^mtarth  «u4  and  many  inftancoe^f  it,«j^|  be 

this  opiniotf  MHt&teiurth  exbre&d  fhown  not  only  in  hit  works,  bat 

in  f^rtf  jdatttV  If:  692.  V.  710.  I  beHeve  ia^ril  tlfebeg  aoefebotfe'* 

VJ.^69'  tfit  Satan  tore  talks  big  ancient  and  Modern,  tho' the  Salter 

and  magnifies  their  number,  m  tf  I  am  afraid  have  been  dfatietfcncft  ». 

their  extUtfofl  f§#titdMe*ve*.  too  bberalof  them.  ' 

Jb^oWU&4f*t$*4f»r  **««SKf]       647 Aatkewlejs  Ac  J  Jar  1 

Words  tho%  weftc^fqj;andttg^B-  tan  had  ounrM  juft   beforle,  -^etw  t 

catjve  enough,  yet  of  jingling  and  642.  ftiat  thejr  had  been  deeeiVd)* 

ntieUMt^btti^  and  like  mar-  by  Goft  concealing  ~^  fang*  j 

riafe^BelWenf -piWbns  too  near  He  now>tnys;  Ho  aifcfbattln*, 

o^tife}ow*e«toiicd.  '       /&m  himfelf  mistaken  in  his  tarn*  fib  • 
ThbfcAd*fJmittwa^ undoubted-,  ih^ind^iH  tsismii^  fech  asiuu 

tt\  *         thtf 
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y6  *AHAD*$E4,&4f.      fc*fl& 

There  went  a  fitffe  id  JTeaVi?  ^rflte  ef£«ngH 

Interftf&l  to  citaK  *n€  tfierefai&ifc    ^  V^-Jri/ 

A  general,  tahoiii^  choice  :ri%rf£>  -a--."!  ^ 

Should  favor  equal'totffe  foriW'HejtfehS411'01 1£l 

TKther,  if  but  to  pry,  flttH  be  per&i^r ' J  ihliB9fe 

Our  firft  eruption,  Either  or  elffiWhereJ  ''    "  ""*"* 

For  this  infernal  pit  ihail  nevtfhtfld '"''l' M"  -,m    ' ' 

Cdeftiat  Spfrlts  in  bondage, '  nor  &'  aty&    "»*' l 

Long  under  darknefc  cover.    But  thefe  thongl^13^ 

tun  counfel  muft  mature  i  Peace  is  defpair^/!lo(6lfo 

For  who  can  think  fobmiffion  ?  War  then,  War  f 

Open  or  understood  tauft  be  refolV'd.  v   "1  * 

He 

tfco*  we  have  been  overpowerM,  «en,wlito«hcyip^ded*fewdi 
we  are  not  morfe  than  half  fubdned.  of  flidr  ^nefal^  ttrthfite^r 
iidwtfm.  fhiddswiththeir'f 


662.  underftooi\  Not  exprefs'd,  An*  tfi^fthefc  |^^^»>d»& 
Mt  anlenly  declared,  and  yet  im-  «***  7etc?^' .  JLSKS  *  ™ 
ply'd :  as  when  we  fay  that  a  fub-  1f^t^  ?^i^^^S^ 

sentence.    fVaw.  WH^^fcrMiW'Ai^T^&SSS 

te±  — drawn J^tbitlnibAlt  -    ''MK^im«m]«WBA^ 

bay  be  obfertdd  hef e  that  MHtbn,  ley  reads  /J»  raft  ^»KH*MFJ  Stfe- 

to  keep  up  the digirity  of  kiignagc,  ven  -the'  tkfcWtatictt  *«F Gw£  and 

has    purpofely  avoided   flfe  trite  Angfeb  lfcffftg  *^8r  ttferitftft&tf 

phrafe  ^«w»  y™»  /fc  ftdts,  Aid  vuM/far**-  **id  Dif.J«*W^bf*i 

adopted  the  Gieck  Way  of  eapref-  te^eflarf^»q^*ittoqid»fabt 

fog  k.  Thus  Homer,  Iliad.  1. 190.  tte  <uxttibt-<uhiirof  t&km?H  * 


Digitized  by 


Google 


pxkt     VMUftisft  &OIY.  7i 

He  J$ah*.:  <«rtit*coftfirni  his  words,  oofrfaf  r 
Millions  of  flaming  4wor4a>  drawn  ftom  thsthigu  ■ 
Of  mighty  Chanibimfr  thcioddtn  Maz$  .  .      ^(j^ 
Far  round  ilhunin'dHeU:  highly,  they  w#d  r .  . 
Againft  the  Higrtft,  and  fierce  with  graip«d.aTOA 
Cl&fh'd  on  tbtk  founding  fltieldi  the  dm  of  wars    , 
Marling  defiance  tow'ard  the  vault  of  Houtn* 

There  Mod  a  hill  not  far,  wtafe  grifly  top  .^70 
Belch'd  fire  and  rolling  unokt)  the  reft  entko 
Shone  with  a  glofly  fcurf,  undoubted  fign 
That  in  his  ^fomb  was  hid  metallic  ore, 
•Hie  work  of  fulphur.  Thither  wing'd  with  fpeed 
»H  A 

ftfefetd  Can  abo*  *Mdi  God  Virpl  applies  M  a  ft*  iEfcVIL 
ttd  ApgeU  inhabit  ?    Hailing  de-  490. 

the  *K*JiM$  Heaven,  the  feat  6f  ^ 

"<£»*.  sad  Angels.  bit  afterward*  Afcafcios  wtonda 

671.  A/f^y]  So  Virgil,  JBxl  III.   him,  ver.  499. 

*Wh,  or  from  mount  Vefuvius,  or  ^  anmdo#        ^ 

-n*  like,  our  poet  took  the  idea  of    , 

jlns  mountain.  Vir^l  makes  ufe  of  the  fame  word 

67$,  Tkat  in  bis  wmi]  A  very   again  in  lpeaking  of  a  wolf,  JEn< 


£feafe-9»8*i  was  ohferving  one  day 

9  Ainaccnracy  of  «q>reffion  in  Ac  ^uf  u  _ 

.Aft^l^makmgthismoiintama  o<dfe«l^ltip<fci 

A  perfetvafad  a  male  jxufon,  and  at  JSTclwdaihauc «mntce* 

*e(kntt^l^6ngz^K  Sot^tJ^tantem*/**,  f/lvaft 

Afci    And  perhaps  k  womld  have  une^vit 

***  better  if  he  had  written  its  Wr**™- 

4t*»t  3  bat  «**»£«*  s^dinas large  674.  fl* #*rk *fj*fpb#&  F* 

«feflfcattho  LtM  mtruH  wM  flWtfl  wt*»owAlt  Msfl.of 

a*  tw« 
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A 

Of  pioneers 

FdreruA  lite  royal  cusp,,  to  ttBKtrg&A^ 
Qrcaftaxampwtv    MWmemnti  tatrjfama  cp, 
Mammop,  tfat  l^ft  crafted  Jkpft&tbttM    .  ; 
FionHcw'iMbr  ttaioHwtd&W 
Were  zhmft&mmmalbcat,  Otkmtingmort      4& 
The  rictamf  Hi*fi&  pmrnit,  trodden  gold/ 
Thanxttgkt  dime  or  holy  tUft  tftftry'd 
In  vifion  beatific :  by  htm  feft 
Mcnalfo,  and  by  hkfbggeAm.tMigh^  iti* 

Ranfsck'ii 

two  efleatial  parts  or  principles ;  *«rf    Some  look  « 
as  the  bait  or  metallic  at  the  God  «f  rickety 


r;  and  fulnhur  as  tke  binder   is  accordingly 
or  cement,  which  Joes  tke  fluid   our  poet*  and  wtmA  Ayri 
mercury  into  a  coherent  malleable    before  mat,  whom  * 
sn6.     See  Chambers's  Diift.  of   ftftssssw  and. his  e 
Solphnr.    And  (b  Johafat  in  die   Jeams  to  have  hadrhss  < 
Alchemift,  Ad  2.  Sc.  5. .  fatcml  places.   .  * 

It  turns  to  fulphur,  or  to  quick-       (fez.  Th  rictus  ef&avWs^ 

filver,  '  mm,  trodit*  &tff]  So'H« 

Who  are  the  parents  of  all  other  mer  {peaks  of  the  pavement  of 

metals.  Heaven,  as  if  it  was  of  gold*  ypv- 

£*.o    %m  *?  tl'     ~„  •  c       #10  sr"JW*/«,  Iliad,  IV.  i.  And 

678.  Mmm]  ThanmewSy-  fotfce  j^^;  j^^  fc  ^ 

mc,  and  figmfies  ndw.  r<  ,««,   f  ^  fc   g    Joh  J  R      x    f  « 
ffrw  Ged  and  Mammnt  fays  o\ir  Si-    _  .  ,L    /     .  i*   t     •„    •  i  /» 

vioar,  Mm.  VI.  34-  **  bids  us   **"</ 
jw^i*  /a  carfikfCJ  fritntk  of  the  Mam- 
mon ef  unrigbtt&tfnefii  Luke XVI.  9, 
and  ver.  11.    If' ye  kwvc  mt  hem  Asag&f,]   Dr, 

fmthfid  in' tb* wtrigbHrns  Mammtn,    the 


6S4.  —  *>iitf>iMtrl*yg 

Mtu  *ifr  mU  h>  MtZfamm 

speetoafiea*** 
and  kit  fr&fimy 
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Rifled  the 

For  treafurta  tetter  J&fc 

Open'd  i^llmWbktftMtri  *  <-*'■  O 

And  digged  *ftiibMf goUL  Let  ntafc  attaint  ?:  ^96 

Ifcfenre  ^¥^ywtia^toyic^  Ami  hi  1*tlk*f»  .    lf 
^^il^ltoill  iwiimltfhiiiPi  and  wiafti^fett 
Of  Babel,  and>t£*;mb  of  MenpUan  ioag^ 
Learn  how  their  greateft  monuments  of  iame,     69$ 
^^ibrogth»cNe«cea% 
b*^a&£  By 


1  Iteiri  tfti«*ifafr4*te^ 

jtfetemtnditatt,  Stfptiyto 

at  MHton  is  fttaflg  and      •»  ^  Ml— mm  iimhrii,  -~ 

ft  beautiful  munner  to  a  EtibdriMttlV*6ptfr«  *  •  *?••  *  ** 
i opinion,  generally  be-*  >>*  +  *  '<"*<&#•  Mftt»  I;  I^&fc 
fig&  the  turners ;     That     •  *  i*«*.%  Haam 

m  tot  of  Devils  which    ^m  At  mdft^it  $eftir  Hd.]    ' 

?™  ^uch  m  fine**-  where    Hor  od  m.  ffi.  40.      • - 

'"pquendy  teen  to  bufy    ,         f     -    ~j    -  ;i;7  .         .. 

thcmfeJves  in  all  the     Aurtm  irfe'peifum,  et  fie  melitb 


&f  the  workmen  j  they  fittft- 

cltranie,  melt,   and  ftpa-        694, *  and  tht  *wwis  *f  Mtm* 

•  rate  the  metab.     See  G.  Agrkola  ^6/**  *i*£r»]   He  fecms  to 

*Jc  Animdntibaj  fubterraneis.     So  allude   particularly  to  the  famou» 

rdia      Milton    poetically    fuppofea  F^ramtd*  of  lgypt>   which  wei» 

.  Mffinfffon  and  hh  clan  to  have  taught  near  Memphis, 

the  torn  of  earth  by  example  and  «    *        n            in 

A>_t  ^^.^._    '          1,*.. Barbara  Fyramidum  idea*  rruracu- 

•  prafTiCM  inttfirtftifinj  aa  well  a*  pre-  1    **  J     ,          -  r 

- A  ,   v  .a   .,  f>  .*    «.             rf  hi  Memphis     Mart. 

*a0fctqfaM**Ubggttfhon.:~     ^ 

.v*t    -«bt#«a    .  1         W*rburt9*.  •  69$.  Lt&*  U*v  their gredttfl tr*+ 

ftfB^GavBpprafetfvuvn  ^f'dM&Mtif*  ■.— «•  nuntittttfftkme, 

**    i.  I.  O                                 ptfagt 
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By  Spirits  reprobpte,  and  in  an  hour 

What  in  an  age  they  with  -kcef&nt  toil 

And  hands  innumerable  fcaroe  perform. 

Nigh  on  the  plain  in  many  celk  prepared,  700 

That  underneath  had  veins  of.  liquid  fire 

Sluc'd  from  the  lake,  a  focond  multitude 

With  Wondrous  art  founded  tlie  mafly  ore, 

Severing  each  kind,  and  &ummy  the  buUtogr&otfs: 

A  third  as  foon  had  formed  within  die  ground    76  c 

paflkgc  has  been  atfunderftood  by  7*4.  -~  mUfimmt4\*e4mOm 

Tfl.  Bentley  and  others.     Strength  draft:}  Dr.  Bentley  feys  that 

>orf  art  are  not  to  be  conftrued  in  hlltM  drofi  is  a  ftrange  blunder  to 

the  genitive  cafe  with  fame,  but  in  pais  thro9  all  edition  He  fiippofef 

the   nosuuative   wh   muumtnts.  that  the  authotgiwtife  **d£mmdd 

4mA  tb<*  tfc*  afetaiftg  «  plainly  MMi»^  BMtJJWtamAit 

thus,  Learn  km*  ibiir  gn*f$  menu-  ti*  toowon  reading  may  be  dt- 

mentsoffam,an4l)mih*kftri*gtb  fended*    The  wosd  fatt«*  d©e*«* 

mimari^fiifmd<mekc  6&ify  fmiffA  «*»  ****  Botor 

There  wttt36<*wm«empk>y'd  J^!^^***'*^* 

for  near  twenty  years  upon  one  of  I^.1^?!**?  *V?^  ir*5*K51 

thePvranuds,^ordii^Diodo.  5LfeM^fc^J^CS*4r 

rusSicutos,  Lib.  i.*£ Pliny  Lib.  r  ^I^^W ri9F!r8" 

a6.  can  12  /f  *****  ***'  *f  &U**d J*mr 

&  cap.  it.  e*y*^«^4kji5fc 

rt    ZS.2,         -*- a  fceond  multitude  fa,    And  Mikon  makes  iwASii^w 

;•  #3tf  a*^^  Zif'TP*  4k*  «dJcaivoher^  thtf  copmoolyki 

«^5jr»J  The  fW*  band  afcl^tire*jufras  i*\^  i^we 

Thg  the  metal  out  of  the  mountain,  h*ye  «***  *««,  and  «  IltaS*. 

*feamd  multitude  on  the  plain  hard  wgi*  fied.    And  fo  j*£fc»  M 

kffiumUd  or  melted  it  5  for  founded  may  fignify  /£#  dhrf  *&*/  camtfi+m 

it  ihould  be  read  as  in  the  firft  edi-  /&  inet^  as  Spenfer  cn^X 

tion,  ajd  not  >wrf  **/  as  it  is  in  or  the  drois  that  fwaua  on  the  fur- 

the  fubfequent  ones ;  founded  from  ftoe  0/  the  boiling  os&  Tlfetaje 

.^W^  to  n^fy  $>  caft  met*L  .  of  the  paflageis  tUs«  Tbwyfsxmkd 

.  vs  "  or 
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A  various  mold,  arid  from  the  boifirtg  cells* 
By  ftrange  conVey«ice)4$F,d  each'hotlbw  nook, 
As  in  an  orgdn  frorft  oneblaft  of  wind 
To  many  a  rt>wBFipiJ3iesrlne  fouiid-fcoard  breathes. 


75 


Anon  out  of  '■  the  earth'  a  fabric  huge  : 
Rflfe  like  an  exhalftfidn,  with  the  foul*! 
Of  dulcet  fymphohie>and  voiees  fweet/ 
Bulk  like  a  tempte,  wlttre  pikftert  rbufld 
Wfcrefety  'lri4l3orfe  pffiari  dverlail  • 


?fb 


^ 


'trucked  tte  iwr  that  wto  in  the 

ti«^"Ait>P^wfi^hnn  earth, 
•Wft^'wwtt  tWf  •  mttal ;  in1  xflir 
*m  <tey  <**»*«  Ae  </tys  *tt 

'soceu  oncne-rop  ortBe  Doumg^ore, 
•^   -      \*«'«     <-:     •  Pidfo. 

mM^J^^b^rvmid  ft^goid- 
ffi&iW © refr-drofs,  the  drofs  wftidi 
0HcPfH)lil  A^iDCitev  xnetal  fit  re- 

<&f&&!&i*b*+rg*#&C.}  'Wis 

\ftiBfc&  a**^*i  k  isnew;  AAl 

-wriAy^Ofiftchfei  that  oar  author 

flfetatttflyftecftes  Ms  int*ge*fironi 

Mr  lftbdc  atari  any  other  Engjnh 

<**£  4a  *e*  Was  very  fond  of  it, 

fb&MM&W&ett  a  perfonnef  uptfn 

^l^'O^jair  attd  othet  nrfhtuMCirts. 

1  f7^i ;  Ro/e &ke  an  exbnlatidt,  ] 

The*iudden  r&bg  of   Pandetad- 

**ito4*%pqfi*fc  and  wit&  great 

JrobaoHifrp,    to.  be  a  hint  taken 

M  fottie  &f  the  movinz  Icenes 

%fll  ittehines  invented  for  die  ftage 

4pflfett&bt*ltfg»  Jones. 


With 


712.  Q; 
word  is  tt&d  Hkewne 


5»]  Thfc 
bjShake- 
IpeaV,  Mittoiniiier  Night's  Drant, 
AaiL 

Uttering  fuck  idcti  and  Barm6* 
nidus  hreatn. 

One  of  die  grtsffeft  faults  <tf  Mff- 
toft  tenia  affe&ation of  too*i*£ Ms 
learn&g  and  koewJedg*  tfpoft  evdftr 
-oceanon.  He  could  not  f#  tooth 
as  <jeicribt  this  .ftrufiure  wkhoftt 
bringing  in  I  know  not  how  nuH^r 
terriis  of  architecture,  which  k  #W 
be  propetf  for  the  fake  of  mfcnV 
readers  to  explain.  Pilaflers  r$kmt9 
pilkfs  jdtdng  out  of  the  waH,  «wv 
/#,  ahJ  Doric  pillars,  filial  of  tip 
fidtfc  oftlef ;  as  their  mufic  warf  h 
lthe  Dorian  mood,  vef.  550,  Jo. their 
architecture  waS  of  the  Doric  ol- 
der; overlaid  with  golden  areM- 
trave,  that  part  of  a  column  ibove 
the  capita! ;  nor  did  iber^  want  ta^- 
>*?<*»  the  uppertitoft  hienibeVof  die 
O  2  jnta- 
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With  golden  architrave;  nor  did  there  want 
Cornice  or  freeze,  tfith  bofly  fculptores  graven ; 
The  roof  was  fretted  gold.    Not  Babylon, 
Nor  great  Alcairo  fuch  magnificence 
-Equal'd  in  all  their  glories,  to  infhrine 
Belus  or  Serapis  their  Gods,  or  feat  ■  •  - / 

Their  kings,  when  Egypt  with  ^f flyria-ftrow  "*     \ 
In  wealth  and  luxury.    T4f  ifcepding  pUe;    9    -   M 
Stood  fix'd  her  ftately  highth,  and  ftrait  the'tiboftr  :* 
-"  Opening 


7«b 


intablature  of  the  column,  or/ree*e, 
tth*t  part  of  the  intablature  of  co- 
lumns between  the  architrave  and 
cornice,  fo  denominated  of  the  La- 
*Bn  fbrygio  an  imbroiderer,  becaofe 
it  is  commonly  adorri'4  with  fculp- 
^turesmbafiorelieto,  imitating  im- 
broidery,  and  therefore  the  poet 
f^da,  nmtb  boffy  feulptures  grave*; 
+be  rjpef  <w*s  fretted  gold*  fret-work 
16  ^JLets  interwoven .  at  parallel 
djuances.    This  kind  of  work  has 


viifually  flowers  in  tjbie  fpaces,  and 
graft  glitter  jnurfi  eftecially  by 
Jarapbght,  as  Mr. JUcbardfon  ob- 

^717.  NatSafylojh  &C-]  M  muft 
J^confefs'd  therf  is  fome  weight 
in  Dr.  Bentley's  obje&on,  that  in 
this  fame  narration  the  author  had 
challeng'd  Babylon  and  Memphis, 
rer.  694.  Babylon  the  capital  of 
Aflyria,  and  Memphis  of  old  Egypt; 
and  now  as  onite  .forgetful  he  re- 
aitvratcf   it,  Babylon  and  Jlcmra; 


and  this  latter  the  worfe  %  because 
Alcairo  is  the  modern  name  of 
Memphis,  and  not,jfo*fit  to  job 
vMk  Befits  of  Sirapir.  Bat  tho*  thefe 
lines  may  pofflbly  be  fkuhy,  yet 
that  is  not  authority  fufficient  for 
an  editor  to  reject  theak  as'  tpn- 
rious.  \     «  r 

720.  Betas  or  Serapis]  Belus  the 
fon  of  Nimrod,  fecond .  king  of 
Babylofo,  *and  the  firft  man  wor- 
ihipped  for  a  Qod,  by  the  Chaf- 
dssans  ftiled  Bel;  by  the  Phoeni- 
cians Baal.  Serapis  the  iame  with 
Apis  kthe  God  of  the  Egyptians. 

rx 

CIUfmT* 

Dr.  Bentley  obje6b,  that  Serapis 
has  the  accent  upon  the  firft  ryirabk, 
whereas  he  quotes  authorities  to 
(how  that  it  mould  have  k  upon  the 
fecond,  as  Martial, 

Vincebat  nee  quae  turba  Serapk 
...  amat, 

4hd  another  from  Callimachits.  Bat 

there 
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Opening  their  brazen  folds  difcover  wide 
Within,  her  ample  fpaces,  o'er  the  fmooth 
And  level  pavement '..from  the  arched  roof 
Pendent  by  fubtle  magic  many  a  row 
Of  ftarry  lamps  and  blazing  creflets  fed 
With  Naphtha  and  Afphaltus  yielded  light 
As  from  a  iky.    The  hafty  multitude 
Admiring  enter'd,  an4  the  work  feme  prakc 
And  fc&*«*he  architect:  his  hand  was  known 


77 


7*i 


73« 


In 


there  are  other  authorities,  which 
miy  ferve  to  juftify  Milton *  far  we 
limd  in  MafltiaAUs  Capella,  T*  $- 
rifm  Nil**,  &c*  and  in  Pru^entius 

725.  Within,]  An  adverb  here 
and  not  a  praepofition :  and  there- 
fore Milton  puts  a  comma  after  it, 
thatij  may ,  not  be  joiaMin  con,- 
ftru&idn  with  her  ample  Jpacu.  Sp 
VirgU^n.JI.  4&$- 
Apparet  domus  intus ,  et  atria  looga 
patefctt&t. 

jzz.—her  amplel/faces,]  Abeau- 
dfol  Latinifin  this.  So  Seneca  de- 
scribing Hercules's  defcent  into 
HeUrHerc.Fur.IIL673. 

Hlnc  *mpk  vtcuis  ftatia  laxantur 
locie*    flyer* 

ji6.—Jrom  &*  archd  w^&t.] 
How  moch.fuperior  is  th*  to  that 
*4Virg4  $*vl*  7^- 


—  dependent  lychni  laqnearibui 

aureis 

Incenfi,  et  no&em  flamniis  funa- 

lia  vincunt.  % 

From  gHded  roofs  depending  kmj^ 

difplay 
Nocturnal  beam,  that  emulate  the 
day.     Dryden.  . 

jrt. and  bhndng  ertjfetsfii 

With  Nafhtba  and  Aftbaltus}  A 
crefet  is  any  great  blazing  light,  as 
a  beacon.  Naphtha  is  of  (0  unctuous- 
and  fiery  a  nature,  that  it  kindles' 
at  approaching  the  fire,  or  the  fori-* 
beams.  JJphahm  or  bitumen,  ano- 
ther pitchy  fubftance.  Richanft*. 
And  the  word  crejffkt  I  find  ofed  like- 
wife  in  Shakefpear,  1  Hen,  IV^ 
Ad  III.  Glendower  fpeaks, 

— -  at  my  nativity 
The  front  of  Heav'n  was  full  of 

fiery  ihapes. 
Of  burning  crejfktL 

O  )  7j8.  Nor 
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In  Heav'n  bjF  Winy  *  fqWKI&tflw&H*1  ^gh,  < . 
Where  fc^pt?^  Angels  Jxe$({|xeir  reficLeifpe, 
And  fat  as  pw$ys  ^hom,  ffo?  a%Hqae  &ipgr  r   73$ 
Exalted  to  fuch  ppw'C,  ^  gafff. to  ryfo       nf:i 
Each  in  his  hierarchy,  the,#jdflr?  !?£igJ#*  . 
Norwashtfaaioe  unb%r4,^,«^r,4  !  . 

fa  ancient  Greet*  n  m&M  ihBfeilkp  k»i 
Men  caU*d  him  Mukiber ;  ta&fceW'feft  fell  .     ft.* 

From 

Erfi*  fie  2ikJ'«*  W^f  ^W  *f? 


'  f$%.  Ncr<was  bis  namt  mbtartf&ct.] 
Dr.  Bcntley  fays,  "  This  is  care- 
y  lefty  e^prefs'd.  Why  £qes  he  not 
4i  teffhis  name  in  Greece,  as  well 
4t.ft  hjs  Latin  name  I  and  Mulcibtr 
**  was  not  fo  common'  a  name  is 
*«  Vulcan"  I  think  it  is  very  ex- 
mB&y  exprefs'd.  Milton  is  here 
^pcakiog  of  a  Devil  exercifing  the 
fbundtrs  art :  and  fays  he  was  not 
unknown  in  Greece  and  Italy.  The 
poet  has  his  choice  of  three  names 
to  tell  us  what  they  called  him  in 
the  ckffic  world,  Hrfbtrftm*  Vulcan^ 
aud  Midtihtrt  the  laft  only  of  which 
designing  the  office  of  a/aW*;-,  he. 
lias  very  judldoufly  chofen  that* 

740.        — r  <u&tf  &«*;  hifilf 
Srom.Heaw'n,  &c}  Alkamg  ta 
thefe  lines  ia Homer's  Iliad .  L  590. 

H/»  ^ctp  ft«  X«U  etAAOT*  aAt£§fl£- 


5^ 


Once  fy  yoar  cadfaf  ffilt  his  fl&ttcji- 

lefs  might, 
HurPd  headlong  downward,  frOn* 

th'ethereal  height, 
Toft  all  die  day,  ifc  ranj^p^c* 

round ; 
Nor  till  the  fundefcendai,g&uehVi 

the  ground : 
Breathle?6 1  fell,  ingjuidy  motion, 

Xte  Sinthians  raised  Won  $& 
Lemnian  coaft.     rap% 

Ij(  is,wotrth  obferving  ho^.ttyBken, 
lengthens  out  the  tim£  of  Vglca&V 
fall.  He  not  only  fays  with  Ho- 
qerr  that  it  w.a>  aU  daylong,  ^t 
Wars  led  through  the  parupf  the 

day* 
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From  Hd&%  they  fatted,  flirown  by  angty  Jove  - 
Sheer  o'er  thfc  cryfta!  battlements*  from  mom 
To  noon  he  fell,  from  iioon  to  dewy  eve, , 
A  fumrner'sttiy ;  and  with  the  fettfeg  fan 
Dropt  from  the  zenith  Ike  a  falling  (tar,  74^ 

Oa  Lemoos  th1  Mfyem  He:  thai  they  rekrte, 
Erring;  for  he  with  thk  rcfcelHdus rt« 
FeU  long  befbitj  ubr  cmght  avail'd  him  now 

That* 

day,  y*w»  «m  /*  wm,Jkm*o*     Where  oa  die  <£'i*ur  more  a  eky* 

*  i**MT*gy  and  this  ajummtr's  day.  Hands. 

Then  is  a  fimilar  paflkgc  in  the    .    ,  -  .  .     .  -    .  A     - . 

Odyf&y,  where  UlynVWcribes  *»*  Fairfax  led  the  wajr  to  this 

his  fteeping  twenty  four  hours  to-   T  of  pswwnaaag  tte  word, 

gHher,  «9i  to  make  the  time  Teem  7  ^^".P*!^J*??'rj 

SttWnpr,  <MfMes  it  »t»  federal   "tatra.fl^ofTrffcC.1. 

patts»a«dpomtsthemoatdiftinaiy   »-6o.n«feys 

tp«%  OdpC  VH  i88>  O'er  JPgum  feaa  thro*  many  a* 

Greekiihhold; 
£*A*  *)0*i%j$-»   %m  •»*  *», 

ss#  /t*fwr  »fe« f,  and  in  C.  1 2.  St,  6}. 

£i/<frr*  V  hiai©-,  *<u  fti  >Xv-     As  jgguutkzs  8cc     Pmmr. 
tut  unrtQ-  <*«*€?• 

748.         ■  nor  ought  avoir  J  mm 
jtf.  On  Lemms  it*  jCgean  ik:]  now  £c.]  Horn.  Iliad.  V.  5 }. 

Dr.  Bentky  icads.  On  Ltmnos tbtnet     »A     ,     «  •  . 

&r  U*p  and  cails  it  a  fcandajoos      ***  *  oi  tots  yt  *#**/*  As- 
fitaik^  to  write  JPgean  with  a  wrong  Ttft'f  /tittup** 

accent  lor  JBgian.    But  Milton  in     'Oj/t  imfCtMaf . 
the  feme  manner  pronounces  7^- 
jfet*  for  r^/«r  in  X.  6&8.  *ad  Virg.  -£n.  XI.  843. 

DrJfctm^pionMmtesfotewMfc*     ProfuiL^  r 
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T'have  tank  in  HeatHihigfctowfrs^iiiBrjdid  hclfeape 
By  all  iris  engnur  tot  was  heattwkgijfefie^ -n.  .•  £519. 
With  his  indnftrioufr  cnew  to  b»ild1ii>H±tt. 

Mean  while  the  winged  heralds  by  oaqatnjrad.  >A 
Of  fovran  pow'r,  widi  awful  ceramcny 
And  trumpet's  found,  (throughout  the  hoA  pcockfitf 
A  folemn  councU  forthwith  to  be  held    '  75^. 

At  Pandemoninm,  the  high  capital 
Of  Satan  and  his  peers :  their  fummons  cali'd 
From  every  band  and  fquared  regiment 

By 

yjo.  fyaUbkempu,]  Aniage- 
nious  gentleman  obferves  that  this 
word  in  the  old  EoglHh  was  often 
ofed  for  devices,  wit,  contrivance ; 
fo  in  theglonVy  to  Chaucer,  and  in 
die  Statute  of  Mortmain,  7  Edw.  1. 
the  words  aut  alio  quovis  modo, 
arte,  vel  ingenio,  are  EngliJh'd  in 
our  ftatute  books,  or  by  any  other 
craft  or  engirt .    . 


75^.  the  winged beraldiX  He  has 
given  diem  wings  not  only  as  An- 
gels, but  to  expreft  their  fpeed. 

Hume* 
Herald  h  fpelt  like  the  French  he- 
ranlt,  the  Danifh  berold,  and  the 
Spanifti  beralae,  but  Milton  fpells 
it  harald  after  the  Italian  araldo. 

p6$.  Though  like  a  cover  d  fold,') 
Cover' J  here  fignifies  mclos'd; 
Champ  chsi  the  field  fof  comba*, 
die  lifts.  The  hall  of  Pandemo- 
anun,  one  room,  only  is  like  a  Md 


for  nuptial  exercHes  on  horfe- 
back.  Richard/on. 

764.— r  and  at  the  Sotfan's  ebair. 
tec]  MiJton  frequently  af- 
fc£to  the  u(e  of  uncommon  words, 
when  the  common  ones  would  fuit 
the*  mean**  of  the  verfe  as  well 
believing  I  fuppofe  that  it  added 
to  the  dignity  of  his  language.  So 
here  he  lays  the  Soldo***  chair  11J- 
ftead  of  the  SaiWs  chair/  and 
Panim  chmtlry  infteacj  of  P*g*m 
chivalry;  as  before  he  fi&l  \ftfiW. 
ortbeDawm,  Ver.  353.  *h($n  te* 
might  have  faid  the  Rhine  or  Danube. 
Spenfer  likewife  ufes  th£  words  &/- 
dan  and  Panim.  SeeP^r^ 'Queen, 
B.  5.  C.  8.  St.  26.  and  other  places. 


768.  As  bees  &c.J  An  i — .„„ 
of  Homer*  whocomparestheQre** 
dm  crouding  to  a  fwano  of  bees, 
DiadML  87.  ^ 

Hurt 
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By  ftetfd  of'Cbwce  tl*  i^thicft $  tSojn ; 
Wfch  hundreds  and  *ilhl<haiifei*b  tfoopbg  came 
Attended:  all icoeftwrfsthropg'd,  thcgiates       y£f 
And  IjKccbcs  <wkfc,  feat  xhicf  die  fpdciotis  hall    * 
(Though  like  aewerid Aridy where  champions  bold V 
Wotttndq  in  arm'd*  and  at  *he  Sokkn's  chair 
Defy'd  the  beft  of  B«nim  chivalry*  76$ 

To  mortal  combat*  w  oartcer  with  knot)  - 
Thick  fwarm'd,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air 

Brofli'd  with  th?  hife  of  railing  wing?*    As  bees 

In 


Hm*6f#*  «**  po****0*  *JV    Du&y  they  fp#*ad,  a  clofe 
.jMUAfe*  body'd  croud, 

niTf  jk  **  >aa*i>|>ik  oiH  nor  if-     And  o'er  the  vale  defends  the* 
X4JP*#r*     ,  lmngdoud. 

*fp»  4*  /f  W«/?«*  «**  «'»«*"    Thcre  arc  f|jdl  ^^  j^jj  ^  . 
«^^  ,  Virgil,  ^n.I.430. 


41  ttf fl?  tftf*  *A/ 

itthrt  004* 

Milton  has  very  well  exprefi'd  the 
fbrce  of  0«7f  t/Kr  by  »«  riS^r*,  as 
Pope  has  dpne  by  cluJP ring,  tho'in 
the  reft,  of  his  tranflarion  he  has  by 
no  means  equaFd  the  beauties  of 
the  original. 

As  fitfm  fome  rocky  elift  the  me|>- 

Kef3  fees 
ClunVririg  in  heaps  on  heaps  the 

1'  driving  bees,     ^ 
Roiling,  and  black'iung,  fwwriu 

foceediag  (warms, 
With  deeper  murmurs  and  z&ore 

hoarfe  alarms; 


Quafis  apes  aeftate  nov£  per  floret 

rura 
Exercet  fub  fole  labor  ;  com  gen- 

tis  adultos 
Educunt  fetus,  &c. 

Such  is  their  toil,  and  fuch  their 

bufy  pains, 
As  exerafe  the  bees  in  flow'ty 

plains; 
When  winter  paft,  and  fummer 

fcarce  begun 
Invites  them  forth  to  labor  in  tS* 

fun: 
*oi^  lead  their  youth  abroad^.  • 
Dry  dm,. 

And 
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In  fpring  time,  when  &e  fun  whh  Taurus  rides, 
Pour  forth  their  populous  youth  ahrat  the  hive   776 
Inciufters;  they  amoagfretfh  dews  and  flowwv 
Flytoaodfto,  or <» the imocaJled |Jank4 
Thefuburbof  thek  ixaw-bwlt  ciladel,  1 

New 

-r-  Cuopriiaaiori  duces*  exs- 
mina  reges 

Vcre  <fuo,  Todcfcuie  faros  mmfit 
juventus. 
777-  -&&#  «  <**wderi  &c  J  The 
palTagc  in  the  catalogue,  explain- 
ing the  manner  how  Spirits  trairfV 
form  themfelves  by  contractions  or 
lnlargemgnt  of  their  dimcnfions,  is 
introduced  with  great  judgment,  to 
make  way  for  feveral  lurprifiag  ac- 
cidents in  the  fequel  of  the  poem. 
There  follows  one,  at  the  very  end 
of  the  firft  book,  which  is  what 
the  French  critics  call  morvthw* 
bat  at  the  fame  time  probable  by 
reafon  of  the  paflage  laft  men-, 
tion'd.  As  foen  as  the  infernal  |>a- 
lace  is  finifh'd,  we  are  told  the  mul- 
titude and  rabble  of  Spiritsr  imme- 
diately lhrunk  themfelves  into  a 
final!  compafs,  that  there  might 
be  room  for  fuck  a  aumberlefs  af- 
iembly  in  this  capacious  hall.  But 
it  is  the  poet's  refinement  upon  thia 
thought  which  I  moft  admire,  and 
which  W  indeed  vary  noble;  m  it- 
felf.  For  he  tells  us,  that  aQOTcfeh- 
faodiag  the  vulgar;  among  the 
fallen  Spirits,  coBCva&ei  their 
£ wm*  thofe  ©f  the  firft  rank  mt 
dignity  ftill  prefetred  their  natural 
duBenfinna>  Mf/m$. 

Monfteur  Vokaii**  <tf  i,  diSfU^t 
opinion 


And  again,  JEn.  VI.  707. 

Acveludinpratis,  utri  apes  atftate 

ierena 
Floribus  infidunt  varus  &c. 

But  our  poet  carries  the  fimilitude 
farthet  than  either  of  Ms  great 
mafters,  and  mentions  the  bees  coh- 
firrhg  their  ft  at 4  affairs  f  as  he  is 
going  to  give  an  account  of  the 
fnfiikatkas  0/  the  Devils. 

769.  J»#riwgthm>  nubewthejm 
with  Taurus,  fides,] 

Gandidus  auratis  aperit  cum  cor- 
nibus  annum 

Taurus.  Georg.  I.  21 7.  In  April. 
H*mt. 
Dr.  Bendey  reads  in  Taurus  rides, 
and  feys,  Does  Taurus  ride  too,  a 
conftellation  fix'd?  Yes,  or  eU* 
Ovid  is  wrong  throughout  his  whole 
Jaftij  where  he  defcribes  the  rifing 
and  fetting  of  the  figns  of  the  zo- 
diac: See  what  he  fcya  of  the  rifing 
of  Taurus,  V.  601.  and  our  author 
in  X-  66$,  fpeaking  of  the  fiVd 
ftars,  fays,  Which  rf  them  rifing 
^hri>*Jmorfatt*g,to>    Pear*. 

27a   Pour   forth  their  pefimJm 
nuth  about  the  bive\ 
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New  ruhb'4  wfch  bajjn,  expatiate  and  confer 
Their  ftatc  affairs*    So  thick  die  aery  croud       77  r 
Swarm'd  and  were  ftraiten'dj  tUl  the  fignal  given, 
Behold  a  wander !  they  bot  now  who  feem'd 
In  bignefs  to  ibrpafs  earth's  giant  fans, 


Now 

thing  would  not   it   exaltry  die 
ijttcfeheroic.     Then  I  dare  fay 
that  nothing  is  fo  adapted  to  that 
ludicrous  way  of  writing,   as  the 
metamorphofa  is  of  the  Devils  in* 
to  dwarfs.    See  his  Effey  on  epic 
fottry,  p.  113,  114.    I  have  been 
favored  wfeh  a  letter  from  Williasa 
Poncotnbe  Efq;  juicing  Milto* 
againft  Monfieur  Voltaire's  objec- 
tions.   As  to  the  contrivance  of 
Paodewmrom,  he  dunk*  k  agree* 
able  to  the  rales  of  decency  and 
doQorum  to  provide  a  fcloon  foe 
his  Satanic  majefty  and  his  mighty 
compeers  (the  progeny  of  Heaven) 
in  Wo  meafure  adapted  to  the 
dignity  of  their  characters;   aai 
the  description  is  not  inferior  tm 
any  thing  in  Homer  or  YirgU  of 
the  like  kind.     We  may  farther 
add,  that  as  Satan  had  his  palaca 
in  Heaven,  it  was  more  likely  that 
he  fhould  have  one  in  Hell  like- 
wife;  and  as  he  had  before  ha- 
rangued die  Men  Angels  in  tha 
open  field,  it  was  proper  for  the 
flee  of  variety  as  well  as  for  other 
highteos  the  ridicule  of  reafons  that  the  council  ihould  bo 
tto*T  whole  cosftrivance  to  an  unex-   held  m  Pandemonium.    As  to  the* 
TsjrfBMir  degree.      Methink*   the   fallen    Angeb    contracting    their 
2m«  crileapn  for  decerning  what   fba^ea  while  their  chiefs  preferred 
ja  Malty  ridiculous   u*    an    epic   their  natural  dimenfions,  Mr.  Duo* 
4*  14  twain  if  tip?  fttoe  comfee  obfervfs  with  Mr.  Atjdiibn* 

that 


opinion  wftb  regard  to  die  contri- 
vance of  Pandemonium  and  the 
uaBwfnrmntiQp  of  the  ©evils  into 
dwarfr;   and  poflibly  more  mav 
epacur  With  hpr  than  with  Mr.  Ad- 
cHCbait    I  dare  affirm,  %s  he,  that 
tfcs>  femii«ance  of  the  Pandemo- 
qwm  would  have  been  entirely  dis- 
approved of  by  critics  like  fioi- 
Ism,  fegm*  &c.  That  feat  buik 
fse  &*  psplament  of  the  Devils 
feasBti  va*f  pfepofteroos ;  fince  Sa- 
tan fcafr  ftnainon'd  them  altoge- 
ther, and  harangued  them  juft  be- 
im  in sm  ample feW.   Thecoan- 
cjl  wttftoeeflary  2  bat  where  it  waa 
t»  toe  bald,  'twas  very  indifferent. 
-*t— ►  B*c  when  afterwards  the  De- 
i9ft  mm  4warfe  to  fill  their  places 
m  tlm  boose*  a*  if  it  was  Jmpraftt- 
$aM#  to  build  a  room  large  enough 
«*  oeattdn  them  i*  their  natural 
Inei  iv  »  aa  idle  ftory,  which 
ft^nU  waioh  the  soft  extravagant 
tJAsa.  -And  to  crown  all,   Satan 
and  thtcbW  Lords  preferring  their 
egg*  nftMftrous  foinw,   while  the 
Hhhlf  os>  the  Devils  fhrink  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


04 


PARADISE  LO$T\       Book! 


Now  lefe  than  fmalleft  dwarfs,  io  narrow  room 
Throng  numberlcfs,  like  that  pygmean  race    ■- 
Beyond  the  Indian  mount,  or  faery  elves, 
Whofe  midnight  revels  by  a  fbreft  fide  ' 
Or  fountain  fome  bekted  peafant  fees, 


780 


.-I 
Or 


that  Milton  bad  artfully  prepared 
the  reader  for  this  incident  by 
marking  their  power  to  Contract  or 
inlarge  their  fubftance  5  and  Milton 
feems  to  have  intended  hereby  to 
diitingnHh  and  aggrandize  the  idea 
of  the  chieftains,  and  to  defcribe 
in  a  more  probable  manner  the 
numberlefs  myriads  of  fallen  An* 
gels  contained  in  one  capacious 
ball.  If  Milton  had  reprefehted 
the  whole  hoft  in  their  enormous 
fizes,  cronded  in  one  room,  the 
fiftion  would  have  been  more  (hock* 
ing  and  more  unnatural  than  as  it 
ftands  at  prefent.  Thefe  argu- 
ments fecrn  to  carry  fame  weight 
with  them,  and  upon  thefe  we 
null  reft  Milton's  defenfe,  and 
leave  the  determination  to'  the 
leader. 

y%Q.^-Uke  that  fygmean  race  &c.  ] 
There  are  alfo  feveral  noble  fimiles 
and  allufions  in  the  firit  book  of 
Paradife  Loft.  And  here  I  muft 
obferve,  that  when  Milton  alludes 
either  to  things  or  perfons,  he  ne- 
ver quits  his  fimile  till  it  rifes  to 
fome  very  great  idea,  which  is  of- 
ten foreign  to  the  occafion  that 
Save  birth  to  it.  The  refembtance 
oes  not,  perhaps,  laft  above  a  line 
or  two,  but  the  poet  runs  on  with 


the  hint  tilt  he  has  railed  out  if  fc 
fome  glorious  image  orsehtiroeriU 
{Proper  to  inflame  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  and  to  give  it  that  fubtimo 
kind  of  entertainment,  which  is 
fuitable  to  (he  nature  of  an  heroic 
poem.  Thofe,  who  ait  aoonanf  ed 
with  Homer1*  and  Virgil's  tf»i  of 
writing,  cannot  bat  befrluiafiidfctH 
this  kind  of  ftra&ere  iiiuMikpn1* 
fimililudes.    I  am  die  more  psntii 
cular  on  this  be*4,  because  jigntf- 
rant  readers,   who  t|ave:  formed 
their  taile  upon  the  qdyntJbnles 
and  little  turns  of  whv  whidr  mro 
(6  much  in  vogue  umongt  wodertt 
poets,  cannot  rSifli  thefe  teaotie* 
which  are  of  a  much  higher  na- 
ture, and  are  therefore  apt  to*  cen- 
fore  Milton's  oorapariibns  in  which  • 
they  do  not  fee   any  ftfrpriOg 
points  of  tikenefs.     MoafieurBer- 
rault  was  a  man  of  this  vitiated 
relilh,  and  for  that  very  rojfafcha* : 
endevor'd  to  turn  into  ridicule  fe- 
veral of  Homer's  funilitudes*  which  - 
he  calls  comparmfens * Urmeameete^ ' 
kng-taird  empurifim.     I  fhall con- 
clude this  paper  on  the  firft  book 
of  Milton  with  the  anfwer,  which 
Monfieur  Boiieau  makes  to  Per- 
rault  on  this  occafion.     u  Compa- 
"  rifoni,  fays  he,  in  odes  and  ept». 
"  focms* 
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Or  dreams  hi  fcfe0,»  *tf htle  over-head  the  mooft 
8itt  arbitncfs,  aad  neaner  to  the  earth  7% 

Wheels  her  pal&cqarfe,  they  onifaeirmirth  and  dance 
Intent,  with  jocibrid'maficfcharnihis  car; 
At  once  with  jo^ and. few  hfcJwert  rebountfo. 

Thus 


.*  f^emt,  aienolinticdtic^  only 
"  to-.illaftrate,  and  embellifh  the 

*  dtteooran  hufcfOrftffiufe  and  re- 
^.itotte  tqindtif  the.wadav  by  . 
«*  ftequend?difef^ginghhtf  from 
^ttopvahlaa  attention  to  the 
•*  Bcincipal  fub§e£fc,  and  by  leading 
•*. .  ton  into  other  agreea^e  images. 

*  Homer,  fays  he,  accell'd  in  this 

*  pxrtknlar,  Whole  comparifons 
«  abound  wtth  fuch  images  of  na- 
**  ture  aa  are  proper  to  relieve 
•*a^divei£fy  his  fubjc&s.  He 
<f  oo^tinnally  inftruds  the  reader", 

*  ai*t  laakes  him  take  notice, 
«  eVen  ntob^efta  which  are  every 
«  day  fcefbre  oar  eyes,  of  f»ch  cir- 
«  cumflances  as  *we  ihould  not 
w,  tafcerwife  have  obferved."  To 
lina  he  adds  as  a  maxim  utfiyer- 
USy  acknowledged,  "  That  it  is 
««  ttott  neceffitry  m  poetry  for  the 
^points  of  the  comparifon  to  cor- 
«*  respond  with  one  another  ex- 
M  aaiy,  bat  that  a  general  refem- 
«  Uance  is  fuffident,  and  that  too 
•*  much  nicety  in  this  particular 
«  forbm  o(  the.ihettviciva.An4 
«*  epigrammatic."  In  fhort,  if  we 
leak  into  the  conduit  of  Homer, 
Virgil,  and  Milton,  as  the  great 
fable  is  the  fool  of  each  poem,  fo 
aoigto''  their  works  an  agreeable 


variety,  their  epiioder  are  fo  niany 
ijhorf  fables,  aid  .thek  fimiles  io 
many  fliort  epifodes ;  to  which  you 
jnayjadd,  if  youpleafe,  that  their 
metaphors'  are  fo  many  fliort  n- 
jniles.  If  the  reader  confiders  the 
comparifons  in  the  firft  book  <tf 
Milton,  of  the  fun. in  an  eclipfe, 
ef  the  fleeping  leviathan,  o(  the 
bees  fwarming  about  their  hive,  of 
the  ftery  dax*e,  in,$e  view  where- 
in I  have  here  placed  them,  he 
grill  eajjjjy  difepvar  the: jpeat  beau- 
tiestdWiarejin.each  oTjhofe  pat 
fages.  -  4MJbm. 

7^3.    .         —  fees, 

Or  dreams  be  fees,]  Virg;  Mn.  VI 

454* 
Aut  videt,  aut  vidifle  pntat— 

.„  785.  Sits  arbitrtfs*]  Arttfidt 
here  fignifies  witnefs,  fpe&atrefs. 
SoHor.Epod.V.49. 

O  rebus  meis 
Non  infideles  arlitr* 
Nox  et  Diana.  Htylln. 

785.  -^—  and  nearer  to  the  earth] 
This  is  faid  in  allufion  to  die  fuper- 
ftitioas  notion  of  witches  and  fae- 
ries having  great  power  over  the 
moon-  Car- 
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Thus  incorporeal  Spi  nts  to  fifcalleft  forms 
Reduc'd  their  (hapes  immenfe,  and  were  at  large,  790 
Though  without  number  ftill  amidft  the  hall 
Of  that  infernal  court.    But  far  within, 
And  in  their  own  dimenfions  like  themfelvcfc, 
The  great  Seraphic  Lords  and  Cherubim 
In  clofe  recefs  and  fecret  conclave  fat  79$ 

A  thoufand  Demi-gods  on  golden  feats, 
Frequent  and  full.    After  fliort  filence  theft 
And  fumtfiofcS  read,  the  great  Cottfult  began. 

Carakavdccetopdffuntdeducere   bable  that  the  poet  might  aHufe 
lanam.      Viif .  Ed.  VIII.  69.    here  to  what  is  ftricHy  and  proper- 

7^^J!Z^?V&   tain  that  he  had  not  a  much  bettor 

ttrtbdiittiifoB*,  asttkaveiooa    oA«r  <>»  thefe  aflembhes, 

enough  tab*  J*  l#gt  (French)    .   797;  Frequent  and  fiJL]    $o  wo 

jU^go  (Italian)  andM £yetkS   &^A^ 

Ere  hngtojhmm  at  large.  ^^^S°™*^*?^ 

lUchardfon.    l^&mtty  wn  Ml  euJjre- 

"  ?****  according  to  lummons.  See 

795.  /»  r/g/i  w$/}  and  fecret  con-   his  Hifleiy  of  England  in  die  reign 

datofm]  H  it  aot  iifrpro-   of  Edward  the4  Confeffor. 


The  end  of  the  Fbft  Book. 
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THfi    ARGUMENT. 

The  confutation  begun,  Satan  debates  whether  ano- 
ther battel  be  to  be  hazarded  for  the  recovery  of 
Heaven :  fome  advife  it,  others  dillbade :  A  third 
propofal  is  preferr'd,  mention'd  before  by  Satan, 
to  fearch  the  truth  Jbf '.  that  prophecy  or  tradition 
in  Heaven  concerning  another  world,  and  another 
kind  of  creature  equal  or  not  much  inferior  to 
themfelyes,  vaboot  thi^tinae  to  be  created  *  Their 
doubt  who  {halt  be  fent  on  this  difficult  fearch : 
Satan  their  chief  undertakes  alone  the  voyage,  is 
honor'd  and  applauded.  The  council  thus  ended, 
the  reft  betake  themfeveral  ways,  and  to  feveral 
employments,  as  their  inclinations  lead  them,  to 
entertain  the  time  till  Satan  return.  He  pafles  on 
his  journey  to  Hell  gatps,  finds  t6em  Ami*  and 
who  fat  there  to  guard  them,  by  whom  at  length 
they  are  open'd,  and  difcover  to  him  the  great 
gulf  between  Hell  and  Heaven;  with  what  diffi- 
culty he  pafles  through,  directed  by  Chaos,  the 
Power  of  that  place,  to  the  fight  of  this  new 
world  which  he  fought. 
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II. 


H 


IGH  on  a  throne  of  royal  ftate,  which  far 
Outfhone  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 


Or^Wiere  the  gorgeous  eaft  with  richeft  hand 


Bsgh  on  a  throne  &c]  I  have 
,  Eg  obferved  in  general,  that 
Jperfoss,  whom  Milton  intro- 
into  his  poem,  always  dif- 
foch  fentiments  and  beha- 
ibor*  as  are  in  a  peculiar  manner 
AflAttnable  to  their  refpedtive  cha- 
Every  circumftance  in  their 
\  and  actions  is  with  great 
\  and  delicacy  adapted  to  the 
\  who  fpeajc  and  aft.  As  the 
much  excels  in  this  con- 
of  his  characters,  I  fhell 
re  to  confidcr  feveral  paf- 
pi  the  fecond  book  in  this 
That  Superior  ^reatnefs  and 
ayefty,  which  is  afcribed  to 
ce  of  the  fallen  Angels,  is 
if  jpreferved  in  the  begin- 
of  this  book.  His  opening 
;  the  debate ;  his  taking 
that  great  enterprife  "at 
rthought  of  which  the  whole  in- 
%bml  afembly\trembled;  hu>  ear 
Mnttrws  the  hideous  phantom, 
fP guarded  the  gates  of  Hell  and 
appeared  to  him  in  all  his  terrors, 
«te  inftances  of  that  pood  and 
faring  mind,  which  could  not  brook 
Vol.:  I. 


?.: 


Show'rs 

fubmiffion  even  to  omnipotence. 
The  fame  boldnefe  and  intreoedity 
of  behaviour  difcovers  itfelf  in  the 
feveral  adventures  which  he  meets 
with  during  his  paiTage  through  the 
regions  of  unformed  matter,  and 
particularly  in  his  addrefs  to  thofe 
tremendous  Powers  who  are  de- 
fcribed  as  prefiding  over  it. 

Addifon. 

2.  — -  the  wealth  of  Ormus  nnd  of 

M,]  That  is  diamonds,  a 
principal  part  of  the  wealth  of  In- 
dia wnere  they  are  found,  and  of 
the  iland  Ormus  (in  the  Periian 
gulf)  which  is  the  mart  for  them. 
Pecrce. 

3.  Or  where  the  gorgeous  eaft  Sec] 
Not  that  Ormus  and  1ml  were  in  the 
weft,  but  the  feniv  is  that  the 
throne  of  Satan  oudhone  diamonds, 
or  pearl  and  gold,  the  choiceft 
whereof  are  produced  in  the  eaft. 
Spenfer  expreiies  th'e  fame  thought 
thus,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  3.  C.  4. 
St.  23. 

—  that  it  did  pafs 
The  wealth  of  th'  eaft,  and  pomp 
of  Periian  kings. 
P  And 
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Show'rs  on  her  kings  barbaric  pearl  and  gold, 

'Satan  exalted  Tat,  by  merit  rais'd  5 

To  that  bad  eminence;  and  from  defpair 

Thus  high  uplifted  oeyond  hope,  afpires 

Beyond  thus  high,  infatiate  to  purfue 

Vain  war  with  Heav'n,  and  by  fuccefs  untaught 

His  proud  imaginations  thus  difplay'd.  !• 

•  Pow'rs  and  Dominions,  Deities  of  Heaven, 

For  fince  no  deep  within  her  ^ulf  can  hold 

immortal  vigor,  though  opprefs'd  and  fall'n, 

I  give  not  Heav'n  for  loft.    From  this  defcerit 

"Celeftial  virtues  riling,  will  appear  ig 

"More  glorious  and  more  dread  than  from  no  fen, 

And  truft  themfelves  to  fealr  no  fecond  fete. 

-Mb 

And  the  eaft  is  faid  to  Jbvufr  them  Hich  pearls  upon  dteb. 

with  ricbeft  band  by  an  excellent  . 

metaphor   to   exprefs    the  "great  And  dw  pearl  and  grid*  Calfc* 

plenty  and  abundance   of  ffiem,  barbanc  pearl  and  gold,  after  d* 

Jnd  to  Ihow'r  them  en  ber  king,,  manner  Of  the  Greete  and  Row 

Waufe  there  the  kings  hare  the  "»ans   who  account^  aU  other  w»- 

principal  Owe  of  proptrty ;  or  this  tions  barbattus;  as  VugiT  Wd,  Mfu 

might  be  faid,  as  Dr.  Pearce  eon-  "•  J«4- 

ccives,  in  allufton  to  the  cuftom  Barbarice  poftes«Br«ij*oli]fqb«fa« 

us'd  at  the   coronation  of  fome  perbi. 

lings  in  the  eaft,  of  Aiow'ring  goia 

"and   precious   ftones   Upon   thdr  «» JBa.  Vffl.  685, 

beads.    And  the  fame  fort  of  me-  'Hinc  ofe  BarbaricavaiiKqw  AMO* 

taphor  is  ufed  in  Shakefpear,  Ant.  nius  armis 

and  Cleop.  A&  II.  Victor  ab  aurone  pbpfili* 

-"HtS  *****  *  ***'  ™>  *&>  (*Mr.TV*  *«i*r 

jtids) 
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Meti*fagk  juft right,  andthe  fix'd  laws  offfeswen 

Did  firft  create  your  leader,  next  free  choice* 

With  wflM*<befid«,  in  oumfej  or  in  figjhk  ao 

Hath  heen^acfaiw'd  of  meiit;  yet  this  loft 

Thus  far  at  4eaft  necover'd,  J*ath  much  :mofft 

Eftabltih'ilin  a  &£b  toneniaed  throne 

^Yielded  with  fiill>c<»nfent.    The  happier  ftate 

In  Heav'n,  which  follows  dignity,  might  diwr     :t$ 

JBnvy  tfram  teach  inferior*  ibut  who  here 

Will  envy  whom  the  iiigheftipkac)e»p(^ 

Foremdft  *o  tfbmd  againft  ihe  Thund'icrfe  aim 

Y*mr>btflwa&f  iand»corafcmn6*D^ieatdlihaflD 

Of  endlefs  pain?  where  there  is  then  no  good        30 

*For  which  to  Arive»  no  Ibrife  can,grow  up  there 

From 

igddi)  adapts  Ais  .word  intathclta-  leader,   yet  this  Ms  hath  much 

fop  ja^goafp  in  a.defcqption  fiaii-  more  eftablifh'd  in  a  fafe  unenvied 

ifcrtotlui7Cant.i7.St.  10.  throne. 

^   .        ,.  f    1    .      _*-*  zi.  —  mtbtentd]   We  fpell  it  as 

ffi«xo  di  *^f^J!^^  we  pronounce  it  «rifr»V,  but  Mil- 

l»*ahtto>n^fplen^  ton   writes  it  ^WV,    like   the 

fW<  Pocufrs  and  Thminkns^  As  French  achever,  from  whence  it  is 

.fit.  Paul  .calls  the  Angels,  <Ihrmes  deriv'd. 

,#T    Dmmmions    cr    Principalities  or        24.         — —  The  happier  fiate 
Jbwrs,  .Col.  1. 16.  In  Heanfn,  which  fill***  iigmtf* 

.1 8.  Me  though  juft  right,  &c.  ]  &c]  He  means  that  the  higher  in 

Me  is"  rightly  placed  firft  in  the  fen-  dignity  any  being  was  in  Heaven, 

tfyr^  Wing  the  emphatical  word  the  happier  his  Kate  was;  and  that 

,and  the  accufative  cafe  governed  therefore  inferiors  might  there  envy 

4>y  the  twp  verbs  which  follow,  fuperiors,  becaufe  they  were  hap*- 

.srtatt  and  efiahtiflfd.    Me  though  pier  too.     Pearce. 
ik&ttot, &c  diAfirft  create  jour 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


9z  PARADISE  LOST,      BookH. 

From  fa&ion;  for  none  fure  will  clame  in  Hell 

Precedence,  none,  whofe  portion  is  fo  fmall 

Of  prefent  pain,  that  with  ambitious  mind 

Will  covet  more.   With  this  advantage  then.         35 

To  union,  and  firm  faith,  and  firm  accord, 

More  than  can  be  in  Heav'n,  we  now  return 

To  clame  our  juft  inheritance  of  old, 

Surer  to  profper  than  profperity 

Could  have  aflur'd  us  5  and  by  what  beft  way,      40 

Whether  of  open  war  or  covert  guile, 

We  now  debate ;  who  can  advife,  may  fpeak. 

He  ceas'd ;  and  next  him  Moloch,  fcepter!d  king, 

Stood 

33. —  noue9  whofe  portion,  See.]  fury  which  diftinguifli  this  Spirit 

Here  feems  to  be  fome  obfcurity  from  the  reft  of  the  fallen  Angels; 

and  difficulty  in  the  fyntax.     Dr.  He  is  defcrib'd  in  the  firft  book,  as 

Bentley  and  Dr.  Heylin  would  read  befmeared  with  the  blood  of  hu- 

and  point  the  paflage  thus :  man  facrifices,  and  delighted  with 

—for  none  fure  will  clame  in  Hell    *?  *«»  of  P"™1*  ™d  th5  "» 
Precedence,  none.  Whofe  portion    of  children.    In  the  fecond  book 
is  fo  fmall  "*  M  mariced  out  as  the  nerceft  Sw- 

Of  prefent  pain,  that  with  ambi-   rit  **  f™&\  in  Heaven  :  and  if 
tious  mind  wc  confider  the  figure  he  makes 

He'll  covet  more  ?  in  the  fixth  book,  where  the  battel 

of  Angels  is  defcribed,  we  find  it 

40.  — -  and  by  what  heft  way,  ]    every  way  anfwerable  to  the  fame 

Smoother   and   more    emphatical   furious  enraged  character.     It  may 

thus,  be  WOrth  while  to  obferve,   that 

•—  and  by  what  way  heft.  Milton  has  reprefented  this  violent 

Bentley.    impetuous  Spirit,  who  is  hurried  on 

by  fuch  precipitate  paffions,  as  the 

43- "- next  him  Moloch,]   The  firft  that  rifes  in  that  aflembly,  6> 

part  of  Moloch  is  likewife  in  all  its    give  his  opinion  upon  their  prefent 
tircumfUaecs  full  of  that  fire  and  pofture  of  aflain.    Accordingly  he 

declares 
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Stood  up,  the  ftrongeft  and  die  fierccft  Spirit 

That  fought  in  Heav'n,  now  fiercer  by  defpair:    45 

His  truft  was  with  th*  Eternal  to  be  deem'd 

Equal  in  ftrength,  and  rather  than  be  left 

Car'd  not  to  be  at  all;  with  that  care  ldft 

Went  all  his  fear:  of  God,  or  Hell,  or  worfe 

He  reck'd  not,  and  thefe  words  thereafter  fpake.     £0 

My  fentence  is  for  open  war:  of  wiles, 
More  unexpert,  I  boaft  not :  them  let  thofe 
0>ntrive  who  need,  or  when  they  need,  not  now. 
For  while  they  fit  contriving,  fhall  the  reft, 
Millions  that  ftand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait       55 


declares  himfelf  abruptly  for  war, 
and  appears  incenfed  at  his  com- 
panions, for  lofing  (o  much  time  as 
even  to  deliberate  upon  it.  All  his 
fentiments  are  ram,  audacious  and 
defperate.  Such  is  that  of  arming 
themfelves  with  their  tortures,  and 
turning  their  punifhments  upon  him 
who  inflicted  them.  His  preferring 
annihilation  to  fliame  or  mifery  is 
aHo  highly  fuitable  to  his  characters 
as  die  comfort  he  draws  from  their 
difturbing  the  peace  of  Heaven, 
that  if  it  be  not  vi&ory  it  is  re- 
ve«ge,  is  a  fentiment  truly  diabo- 
lical, and  becoming  the  bitterness 
of  this  implacable  Spirit.    Ad&fon. 

4.3,  ——feepter'dking,']  As  Ho- 
iner  fays  SjcuttI^®"  P«W'Aiv*. 
Bad.  I.  279. 


Tho 

47.  —  and  rather  than  b$  left 
Car'd  not  to  he  at  all;]  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  reads  He  rather  than  Sec.  be- 
caufe  at  prefent  the  confbu&ion  is 
and  his  truft  car'd  not  Sec.  But  fuch, 
fmall  faults  are  not  only  to  be  par- 
doned but  overlooked  in  great  ge- 
niufes.  Fabius  VIII.  %.  fays  ef  Ci- 
cero, In  vitium  faepe  incidit  fecurus 
tarn  parvae  obfervationis :  and  in 
X.  1.  Neque  id  ftatim  legenti  per- 
fuafum  fit  omnia,  quae  magni  auo 
tores  dixerint,  efle  perfeda;  nam 
et  labuntur  aliquando,  et  oneri  ce- 
dunt  fef  c.      Pearce. 

50.  He  reck'd  not,"]  He  made  no 
account  of.  To  reck  much  the 
fame  as  to  reckon.  And  fpake  there 
after,  that  is  accordingly,  as  one 
who  made  no  account  of  God  or 
Hell  or  any  thing. 

?3  S&-J* 
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Thefigflaftoifcend;  fit  Hiring  here 
Heav'n's  fugitives^  and  for  their  dwdliog'  placer 
Accept  this  dart  opprobrious  deri  of  ibauK^ 
The  prifon  of  his.  tyranny  who  wigae 
By  our  delay  ^  no,  let  us  rather  choofe*  &o 

Arm'd  with  Hell  fiaraea  and  furyv  aU  at  once 
&*r  Heav'n's  high  tow'ra  to  force  refiftkfe  way> 
Turning  our  tortures  into  horrid  amis 
Againft  the  torturer;  when  to  meet  the  Boife 
Of  his  almighty  engin  he  (hall  hear  6£ 

Infernal  thunder,  and  for  lightning  fee 
Hack  fire  and  horror  {hot  with  equal  rage 
Among  his  Angels,  and  his  throne  itfelf 
Mix'd  with  Tartarean  fulphur,  and  ftrange  fire, 
His  own  invented  torments.     But  perhaps  jo 

The  way  feems  difficult  and  fteep  to  feale 
With  upright  wing  againft  a  higher  foe. 

Let 

56. -y&  lingring  hert]  Dr.  Bent-  were  repentant ;  for  a  Ikde before 

ley  reads  Jiay  lingering  bere%   be-  it  is  faid  that  they  fraftrate  fe& 

caufe  we  have  before  ft  and  in  arms:  That  fit  is  right  here,  may  appear 

but  ftand  does  not  always  fignify  from  ver.  164,  420,475,     Pearqt* 

the  pofture  j  fee  an  inftance  of  this  Sit  lingering  to  anfwer  Jit  c§ntri<wng 

in  John  I.  26.   To  ftand  in  arms  is  before.     While  they  fit  contriving, 

no  more  than  to  b*  in  arm.    So  in  fhall  the  reft  fit  lingering  ? 
XI.  1 .  it  is  faid  of  Adam  and  Eve 

that  they  food  rtp$nta*t%    that  is  69.  Mx'dnmth Tartar** AMnrA 
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Ifil  fuch  hethinfc  them*  £  th*  %jxy  d^qigh 

Of  that  forgetful  l^e  bemunm  not  fl|U|% 

That  ifl  oqr  proper  jflQtiqn  w«  afceo4  $£ 

Up  to  our  native  feat:  d^fpent  and  &U 

To  us  is  a4x*rfc*    Wha  tnjt  fcU  pf  Ut^ 

When  thp  fierce  foe  huqg  pa  our  tyrpkeo  t&x 

Infulting,  and,  puffued  U5  through  the  dc^ 

With  what  comrolfion  an£  labprious  flight  8$ 

We  funk  thus  low?  Th'afcent  is  e^fy  then; 

Th*  event  is  fear'd  *  fhould  we  again  provoke 

$Vjr  ftronger,  fome  worfe  way  his  wrath  may  find 

TTo  o\jf  deftmSiQa?  if  the?c  bp  in  Hell 

Fear  to  be  worfe  destroy *d:  what  can  be  woffe     8  c 

Than  to  dwell  here,  driv'n  ont  from  Wife,  condemn'd 

la  this  abhorred  deep  to  utter  woe  ; 

Where  pain  of  unextinguifluble  fife 

Muft  cxercife  us  without  h^gg  of  end 

The 

Mix%J  BgMts  JtlTJ  with ;  it  is  an  the  word  like  the  Latin  /x/r- 
imitajjpq  of  what  Virgil  lays  in  cto9  which  fignifiea  to  vex  and 
JEn.  II.  4$7-  ~  trouble  as  well  as  to  pradice  and 

employ:   as  in  Virg.  Georg.  IV, 
At  dojnus  interior  gemita  miff*   453. 

roque  tumultu 
MiJceUfr*  Pearce.  Non  te  nnlliua  txtrunt  numinia 

ir*. 
ffc  toft  eftrtftvl  fi$  ifes  ' 

?*  90.72f 
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The  vaflals  of  hi*  anger,  when  the  fcourge  <p 

Inexorably,  and  the  torturing  hour 

Calls  us  to  penance?  More  deftroy'd  than  thua 

We  fhould  be  quite  abolifh'd  and  expire. 

What  fear  we  then?  what  doubt  we  to  incenfe 

His  utrnoft  ire?  which  to  the  highth  enrag'd,        9$ 

Will  either  quite  confume  us,  and  reduce 

To  nothing  this  effential,  happier  far 

Than  miferable  to  have  eternal  being : 

Or  if  our  fubftance  be  indeed  divine, 


90.  The  vaffals  of  bis  anger,]  The 
Devils  are  the  wfifals  of  the  Al- 
mighty, thence  Mammon  fays,  II. 
252,  Our  ftate  of Jplendid <uajfalage. 
And  the  vajfals  of  anger  is  an  ex- 
preffion  confirmed  by  Spenfer  in  his 
Tears  of  the  Mufes, 

Ah,  wretched  world,  and  all  that 

are  therein, 
The  <vaj[als  of  God's  <wratb,  and 

Haves  of  fin. 

But  yet  when  I  remember  St.  Paul's 
words,  Rom.  IX:  22.  Ike  vejelt  if 
luratb  fitted  to  definition,  2*6un 
«p^w*,  I  fufpeft  that  Milton  here, 
as  perpetually,  kept  dofe  to  the 
Scripture  ftile,  and  leave  it  to  the 
reader's  choice,  vuffals  or  wjjels. 
fientley. 

91.  Inexorably  *]  In  the  firft  edi- 
tions it  is  Inexorably,  in  others  In- 
txorabje;   and  it  may  be  cither. 


And 

the  fcourge  inexorable  or  inex- 
orably calls. 

92.  Calls  us  to  penance  ?]  To  pu- 
niflunent.  Our  poet  here  fuppofet 
the  fufferings  of  the  damned  Spirits 
not.  to  be  always  alike  intenfe,  but 
that  they  have  fomc  intermiflions. 
nW 

97-  —  baffler  far 

Than  miferable  to  haw  eternal 
being;]  That  it  is  better  not 
to  be  than  to  be  eternally  mife- 
rable, our  Saviour  bimfelf  hath  de- 
jermin'd,  Matth.  XXVI.  24.  Mark 
XIV.  21. 

100.  —  *we  are  at  ivorJF]  We  arc 
in  the  worft  condition  we  can  be. 

104.  —  bis  fatal  throne ;  J  That 
is  upheld  by  fate,  as  he  elfewhere 
exprefles  it,.  L  133. 

108.  To  lefs  than  Gods.]  He  gave 
\t-To  lefs  than  God.    For  it  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  Angels.  Bentley. 
This  emendation  appears  very  pro- 
table 
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And  cannot  ccafe  to  be,  we  arc  at  worft  .100 

On  this  fide  nothing;  and  by  proof  we  feel 

Our  powrr  sufficient  to  difturb  hk  Heaven, 

And  'with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm, 

Though  inaccdBble,  his  fcjal  throne : 

Which  if  not  vi&ory  is  yet  revenge.  105 

He  ended  frowning,  and  his  look  denounced 
Defp'ratc  revenge,  and  battel  dangerous 
To  lefs  than  Gods.    On  th*  other  fide  up  rofc 
Belial,  in  a€t  more  graceful  and  humane; 


bible  at  firft  view:  but  die  Angel*   and  therefore  the  prefect  reading 
though  often  called  Gods ,  yet  fome-   To  lefs  than  Gods  may  be  juftify'd. 
times  are  only  compared  or  faid  to        109.  Belial,  in  aB  snort  panful 
be  like  the  Gods,  as  in  I.  570.  ***  humane  5]   Belial  is  de- 

__    .       ,r  j  n  ^  -  fcribed  in  the  firft  book  at  the  idol 

Their  vifages  and  ftature  as  of  rf  thc  lewd  ^  luxuri<w.    Hc  k 

**fl*r*  in   the  fecond  book,  purfuant  to 

and  of  the  two  chief,  Michael  and  that  defcription,   characterized  at 

Satan,  it  is  faid  VI.  301,  that  ? ™™s  «J»  to&Mi  and  if  we 

J  look  into  the  fixth  book,  we  find 

.  likeft  Gods  they  feemd:  him  celebrated  in  the   battel   of 

,£  of  Mother,  wc  read,  VI.  ^f^^^TJt. 

300,  tan,  on  their  fuppofed  advantage 

Two  potent  Thrones,  that  to  be  over  the  enemy.    As  his  appear- 

hfs  than  Gods  ance  is  uniform  and  of  a  piece  in 

Difilain'd :  thefe  three  feveral  views,  we  find 

. .           ,        .                .- ,*  t.  his  fentiments  in  the  infernal  af- 

and  in  another  place  a  inanifeftdi-  fcmb,                     conformable  to 

fcnftioni.  made  beween  God.  and  ymdmBui.    skh  are  his  appre- 

^gels  who  are  called  Demi-Gods,  hcnfioM  rf  %  fec<md  ^tug  to* 

***  937-  horrors  of  annihilation,  his  prefer- 

jSot  to  be  Gods,  or  Angels  Demi*  ring  to  be  miferable  rather  than 

Gods:  nottobi.    I  need  not  obferve,  that 

the 
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A  &rer  perf<n*  toft  $<*  Jfe&v'ft ;  to  A»»'£   .    .  t«| 
For  dignity  Qoi^po^cJ  *nd  %fe  expt»t; 
But  all  was  £4fc  «tf  hollow  t  though  &S  tpQf8£    O 
Dropt  Manna,  apd  couW  foakft  thft  ¥»rkap$fl&r     I 
The  better  reafon,  to  perpkx  an#  dftfl*  V 

Ma^ireft  counfels:  for  his  thoughts  Wtfft  fcw»;     **$ 
To  vice  iaduftrious,  bat  to  nobler  ctaeds 
Timorous  and  flothfui:  yet  he  pba?k$  thfcMff*. 
And  with  petfuafive  accent  thus  began* 

I  fliould  be  much  fotr  open  war,  €t  PesfS* 
As  not  behind  in  hate;  if  what  was  urg'd  12* 

M*in  reafon  to  perfbade  itnawfiate  war, 
Bid  not  diflkade  mc  w^ft,  and  few  to  qi$ 
Ctaikwus  coQjeduce  on,  the  whole  fuccefs: 
When,  he  who  moil  e^cejs  in  fa&  of  arms, 
&  wh*tt  he  CQimfcls  ^nd  ip  what  excel?  12  f 

MiftruftfiJ, 

the    contrail    of  thought  in.  thia  I  i.j.  &np$  Mannas']   The  fan* 

jpeech,  and  that  which  precedes*  expreffion,  but  apply*d  differently 

S'ves  an  agreeable  variety  to  the  in  SJjakefoeax.    j3krcb$nt.  of  V#- 

bate.                              Adtifon*  nice,  Act  v. 
The  fine  contraft,  which  Mr,  Ad- 

<Jifon  obferves  there  is  betwixt  the  Fair  ladies,  yon  drop  Mama  in  the 

fhar^clers  of  Moloch  and  Belial,  way 

jnight  probably  be  firft  fuggefted  to  Of  flarved  people, 
onr  poet  by  a  contraft  of  me  feme 

kind  betwixt  Argantes  and  Alete$  1 1 3.  —and  could  make  tk$  wor/k 

jp.  the  fecond  Canto  of  Tfcflo's  Je-  afffyar 

r^uialein*     Tfysr.  Tie  better  rea/bn,']  Word  for  word, 

'from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mfftruftfuli  geou«A]y9Qoiw^oMidfeQ>aiir 

And  utter  diflblutfeft,  a»  tike  ihope 

Of  all  hk  aim*  after  foroc  dipe  revenge. 

Rift,  what  revenge?  ike  towers  of  MaMrtna»iilto 

With  armed  watch,  that  render  aU)  accefe  13a 

Impregnate  oft  on  the  txwdfrigg  deep 

Incamp  their  legions*  or  wfch  6b&ure  wipg 

Scout  far  and  wide  into  the  realm  of  night, 

Scorning  furprife*    Or  could  we  break  our  way 

By  force,  and  at  our  heels  att  Hfell  fbould  rife      * 3  j> 

With  blackeft  kifcuare&ioo,  to  eonfovmd 

Heav'n's  pureft  light,  ye*  oui  great  enemy 

All  incorruptible  would  on  hk  throne 

St  unpolluted,  and  th*  ethereal  mold 

Incapable  of  {tain  would  focm  expel  14ft 

Her  mifchief,  and  purge  off  the  hafer  fere 

Vi&orious. 

fitw^tlw  Vwwnprgfoffioa  of  the  Of  ptfftly  tfct  atftor  wgjit  hay* 
ancient  SopWfts.  Tot  A«>*r  tot  gjuren  it  i*  /**/  ^  «*•»»,  fucfe  cjw 
*y?»  *p«i>  <yoi«r.  Bentley.    row  of  die  preji  being  Yery  con\- 

124.— infiS of armJDr.Hey-  fW*t*fy' 

Bn  fays  if  is  from  the  Italian  Fatto  \d^  ^^  nmuli m  h$  thm 

forme  a  battel ;  or  clfe  we  fhould  SUm^oll^^    Tis  a  reply  ta 

read  here  fiats  of  arm,  as  k  vex.  that  part  of  Moloeh,siyeech,whW 

S37*  he  had  threaten'd  to  mix  rHe  *-h  rone 

-t—  wtikfiet*  *f  arms  itfelf  of  God  with  iofetnaj  felnjuflt 

£ro»  other  end  efjfcnpfc  the  awiifranjefiw* 

welkin  tarn*. 

151.  Dewut 
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Vi&orious.    Thus  repulsed,  our  final  hope  ' 

Is  flat  defpair :  we  muft  exafperate 

Th*  almighty  vi&or  to  fpend  all  his  rage, 

And  that  muft  end  us,  that  muft  be  our  cure,       145 

To  be  no  more;  fed  aire;  for  who  would  lofe, 

Though  full  of  pain,  this  intellectual  being, 

Thofe  thoughts  that  wander  through  eternity, 

To  perifti  rather,  fwallow'd  up  and  loft 

In  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated  night,  150 

Devoid  of  fenfe  and  motion?  and  who  knows, 

Let  this  be  good,  whether  our  angry  foe 

Can  give  it,  or  will  ever?  how  he  can 

Is  doubtful  j  that  he  never  will  is  fure. 

Will  he,  fo  wife,  let  loofe  at  once  his  ire,  15$ 

Belike  through  impotence,  or  unaware, 

To  give  his  enemies  their  wifli,  and  end 

Them 

151.  Dewidof  fenfe  and  motion  f\  all  motion,  not  only  of  all  the  intd- 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  Devoid  of  fenfe  le&ual  but  of  all  vital  fun&ions. 
end   aBion:    but    motion    includes 

aBion.    Mr.  Warburton  is  of  opi-     .  156. impotence,]   Tb  here 

nion,  and.fo  Jikewife  is  the  learned  meant  for  the  oppoiit  to  wifdom* 

Mr.  Upton  in  his  Critical  Obferva-  and  is  i.fed  frequently  by  the  Latin 

dons    upon    Shajcefpcar,    that    it  authors  to  fignify  a  weaknefs  of 

fliould  be  read  Devoid  of  fenfe  and  mind,    an  unfteddinefs  in  the  go- 

motion;.  but  the  common  reading  vernment  of  our  paifions,   9*  die 

feems  better,  as  it  is  ftronger  and  conduct  of  our  defigns.     In  thia 

cxpreffes  more ;  „  they  fhould  be  de-  fenfe  Cicero  in  Epift.  ad  Fam.  IX.  9. 

yriv^  not  only  of  all  fenfi  but  of  fays  Victoria  ferociores  imfotewtio- 
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Them  in  his  anger,  whom  his  anger  faves 
To  punifh  endlefs?  Wherefore  eeafe  we  then  ? 
Say  they  who  counfel  war,  we  are  decreed,        160 
Keferv'd,  and  deftin'd  to  eternal  woe; 
Whatever  doing,  what  can  we  fufier  more, 
What  can  we  fuffer  worfe?  Is  this  then  worft, 
Thus  fitting,  thus  confulting,  thus  in  arms  ? 
What  when  we  fled  amain,  purfued  and  ftruck  165 
With  Heav'n's  afflicting  thunder,  and  befought 
The  deep  to  (helter  us?  this  Hell  then  feem'd 
A  refuge  from  thofe  wounds :  or  when  we  lay 
Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake?  that  fure  was  worfe. 
What  if  the  breath  that  kindled  thofe  grim  fires,  170 
Awak'd  mould  blow  them  into  fev'nfold  rage, 
And  plunge  us  in  the  flames  ?  or  from  above 
Should  intermitted  vengeance  arm  again 

His 

rtfim  reddidit,  and  in  Tufc.  Difp.  been  in  a  worfe  condition  165-- 
I^fwe Tread  Impotenti*  dido-  169.  that  fure  j>as  norfe;  and 
Sm'efirun,:  hTce  we  often  might  be  fo  agam  170-186.  tins 

•&&,..  H«  QHidlibet  ^  ttX^J%£««- 

Bd8  k  l2e  propofing  what  is  mub-woed,  ^e  brcatbjf  the  Lord, 

Zed  by  thofcP«fc«5gft/«-r»  like a  ftream    of  bnmfi**,    **b 

and  then  replies  to  it,  Is  this  then  kindle  tt. 
worft  &c.  and  hows  that  they  had  g       m 
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His  red  right  hm&  to  plflgae'tts?  wkat  if  oil 
Her  Hones  wore  «ptti^  «nd  this  fomatacnt       ly1? 
Of  Hell  fliobia  fpoiit  tier  *c#ara&B  <#  :fire> 
Impendent  hdrrors,  lfc««tnkig  liifleouB  c&U 
One  day  upon  onr  heads;  white  We  ;perhap* 
Defigning  t>r  exhorting  glorious  war, 
Caught  in  a  fiery  'tempeft  ftiaH  Tre  -htirTd  ^'|# 

3Each  on  "his  rodk  transfix'd,  the  Sport  and  prey 
Of  wracking  whirlwinds,  or  forever  fatik 
Under  yon  boiling  ucean,  wrapt  in  -chains? 
There  to  converfe  with  eveiMling  groans, 
Unrefpited,  unpltied,  anrepriev'd,  jffrj 

Ages  of  liopcflefs  end  ?  l!his  would  be  worife. 
War  flierefore,  open  orconceaPfl,  alike 

1 74.  His  red  righting]  So  Ho-  <fto.  G*ugbt  ma$tty  tmptfifUtl 

>l**e  fays  of  Jupiter  rubente  dex-  be  hurPd 

term.     But  being   fpoken  of  Fen-  Each  on  bis  rock  transfix *d,]   Bor- 

^meance,  kmuft  be  her  right  bandy  as  row'd  of  Virgil  in  his  defcriptiota 

tfnihe.  next  line  berftorts.  Bentiey.  -bf  the  fate  dfAJaxXMeits,  Ma  A. 

There  is  fomething  piattfible  and  '44,  45. 

ingenious  in  thb^obfemtion:  but  jj]^ expirantetf  tragfao insQofe 

»%  bis  Seems  to  have  been  toeaUt  flammas                     r*~™* 

Gods,  who  fe  mention*  fo  trften  in  Tmhlnc  CQ   .  d    fc^p^^^^ 

>*e  court  4>f  the-debate,  that  he  ^         f  .fltai™ 
•Might   very   well    be  undefnood 

Hvi*out  beil^g  natri'd;  arid  by  btr  yi8i.    — —  tbeiporfm^prm 

ijhns  in  the  next  line,  I  fuppdfe,  'Of^ratMng^bihximds^  fat*. 

are  meant  Hell%   as  mention  is  JEn.  VI.  75. 

made  afterward,  of  bit  tutor**  ^ — npidis  ludibrla^nntk 

185.  Ifr- 
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My  voice  dilfeades;  Set  what  can  force  or^oite 
With  him,  or  who  deceive  &s  Mind,  wlidfe*}* 
Vie ws  aM  mmgs rft <c*e  view  ?  fee  from  If eav'n'sliigiim 
'AM  tfiwfe  oar  motions  vain  fees  and  derides?       tyi 
Not  mtoe  «ftftnghiy  <o  *efift  out  wight 
Than  wife  to  ftuftmte  aH  >dur  plots  and  wii». 
£hall  we  then  UVe  thus  vile,  the  moe  of  HeaVefe 
Thus  trammed,  tbte  espen'd  to  fu&r  heft        i$£ 
Chains  and  ihefe 'tomans?  tetter  thefe^feaiwei* 
By  my  advice;  tee  fete  inevitable  , 
Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  decree* 
The  vigor's  will.    To  fuffer,  lis  to  do, 
Our  Arength  is  e$wl,  *»or  the  'law  unjuft  fe&o 

That  fo  ordains :  this  -wds  at  feft  refolv'd, 

Cge.  Vwfthi,  -**fhiri,  **«-  *rodtktt<ttiis  b  wnftmdy  Mil. 
prievd,~\  This  way  of  in-  ton's  way,  and  the  true  way  of 
'traducing  feveral  adjectives  begin-  fpelling  bightb,  and  not  as  com- 
%ing  with  the'feine  letter  without  mcmly  *«£**,  where  what  the-rhas 
ftay  conjuriaion  it  very  freqaeW  to  do  or  how  it  comes  in  it  is  not 
•#i&  thte  Or«k  tragedians,  whom  4*fy  to  nflttetonn. 
oar  aiithor  I  fe&ey  imitated.  What 

fbmeth  and  beauty  it  adds  needs       199.  Ttfitfer,  -As »  d>,]  Et  'ft- 
febtlte  mentionM.    ^tyir.  «»e,  etpati.    So  8fia?roia  boOuA 

Hut  he  w»s  "a  'Roman,  «»d  fcuftw 

<!Oo.  —  **79Wi»  m*Ji?shightb     -as  well  how  to  fefifcr  as  toa9.   Et 

Wtbefe  tor  HUttou  vHnfeis  Md  "Acere  « )»«i 'Ibrda  RoMttram  eft. 

<*«/«;]  Alluding  to  Pfisl.   Liv.ll.  Kt.  80  m  ffence,  Od.IH. 

41.4.  He  that  fittethin  the  Httom  XXW.ft.  ^Q&Aris'tt  fteere  <* 

frail  lough,  the  L&djMl  b*o*  thtm  JWi. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104  PARADISE  LOST.      Book II. 

If  we  were  wife,  againft  fo  great  a  foe 

Contending,  and  fo  doubtful  what  might  fell. . 

I  laugh,  when  thofe  who  at  the  fpear  are  bold. 

And  ventrous,  if  (hat  fail  them,  fhrink  and  fear    205 

What  yet  they*  know  muft  follow,  to  indurc 

Exile,  or  ignominy*,  or  bonds,  or  pain, 

The  fentence  of  their  conqu'ror :  this  is  now  . 

Our  doom;  which  if  we  can  fuftain  and  bear, 

Our  fupreme  foe  in  time  may  much  remit  210 

His  anger,  and  perhaps  thus  far  remQv'd 

Not  mind  us  not  offending,  fatisfy'd 

With  what  is  punifh'd;  whence  thefe  raging  fires 

Will  flacken,  if  his  breath  ftir  not  their  flames* 

Our  purer  eflence  then  will  overcome  215 

Their  noxious  vapor,  or  inur'd  not  feel, 

Or  chang'd  at  length,  and  to  the  place  confbrm'd 

In 

220.  This  horror  will  grow  mild  227.  CounfeFd  ignoble  iofii]  Not 
this  darknefs  light,]  Tis  quite  otium  cum  diptitate  as  Cicero  fpeak*, 
too  much  as  Dr.  Bencley  fays,  that  but  as  Virgil  ignobiU  otium*  Sca- 
the darknefs  fhould  turn  into  light :  diis  ignobilu  oti.  Georg.  IV.  764. 
but  light,  I  conceive,  is  an  ad- 
jective here  as  well  as  mild;  and  228.  Mammon /pake  J\  Mammon'* 
the  meaning  is.  This  darknefs  will  character  is  fo  folly  drawn  in  the 
in  time  become  eafy,  as  this  hor-  firft  book,  that  the  poet  add*  ,no- 
ior  will  grow  mild ;  or  as  Mr.  Thyer  thing  to  it  in  the  fecond.  We  were 
thinks,  it  is  an  adjective  ufed  in  before  told,  that  he  was  the  firft 
the  fame  fenfe  as  when  we  fay  //  who  taught  mankind  to  ranfack 
u  a  light  night.  It  is  not  well  ex-  the  earth  for  gold  and  filver,  and 
prefs'd,  and  the  worfc  as  it  rimes  that  he  was  the  afchite#  of  Pa%> 
jwith  thf  following  line.  demdnium, 
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In  temper  and  in  nature,  will  receive 

Familiar  the  fierce  heat,  and  void  of  pain; 

This  horror  will  grow  mild,  this  darknefs  light,     220 

Bcfides  what  hope  the  never-ending  flight 

Of  future  days  may  bring,  what  chance,  what  change 

Worth  waiting,  fincc  our  prefent  lot  appears 

For  happy  though  but  ill,  for  ill  not  worft, 

If  we  procure  not  to  ourfelves  more  woe.        225 

Thus  Belial  with  words  cloth'd  in  reafon's  garb 
CounfePd  ignoble  eafe,  and  peaceful  floth, 
Not  peace :  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  fpake. 

Either  to  difinthrone  the  king  of  Heaven 

We  war,  if  war  be  beft,  or  to  regain  230 

Our  own  right  loft :  him  to  unthrone  we  then 

May  hope,  when  everlafting  Fate  fhall  yield 

To  fickle  Chance,  and  Chaos  Judge  the  ftrife : 

The 

demonium,  or  die  infernal  palace,    pavement,  than  on  the  beatific  yi 


the  evil  Spirit*  were  to  meet  fion  f  I  (hall  alfo  leave  the  reader 

in  council.  His  fpcech  in  this  book  to  judge  how  agreeable  the  fol- 

is  every  way  fuitable  to  fo  depraved  lowing  fentiments  are  to  the  fame 

a  character.    How  proper  is  that  character, 

frfoajon,  of  their  being  unable  to  _  ^  d       mM 

^^^u^^^^JT^  Of  darknefs  do  we  dread?   How 

Aeya^aUyth^,mthemouthof  0ft  amidft  fcfr.          Addifi*. 

ene,  who  while  he  was  in  Heaven,  J 

is  laid  to  have  had  his  mind  dazled  233.— and  Chaos  judge  thejirife{\ 

with  the  outward  pomps  and  glo-  Between  the  king  of  Heaven  and 

sies  of  die  place,  and  to  have  been  us,  not  between  fate  and  Chance^ 

more  intent  on  the  riches  of  the  as  Dr.  Bentley  fuppofes.      Pearc*. 

Vex.  I.  Q.                             234-  «* 
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The  former  vain  to  hope  argues  as  vain 

The  latter :  for  what  place  can  be  for  us  235 

Within  Heav'n's  bound,  unlefs  Heav'n'sLord  fupreme 

We  overpow'r?  Suppofe  he  ihould  relent, 

And  publilh  grace  to  all,  on  promue  made 

Of  new  fubjedtion;  with  what  eyes  could  we 

Stand  in  his  prefence  humble,  and  receive  340 

Stria  laws  impos'd,  to  celebrate  his  throne 

With  warbled  hymns,  and  to  his  Godhead  flog 

Forc'd  Halleluiah's  j  while  he  lordly  fits 

Our  envied  fovran,  and  his  altar  breathes 

Ambrofial  odor9  and  ambrofial  flowers,  «45 

Our  fervile  offerings?  This  rauft  be  our  tafk 

In  Heav'n,  this  our  delight }  how  wearifome 

Eternity  &>  foent  in  wocfhip  paid 

To  whom  we  hate !  Let  us  not  then  purine 

By 

234.  Ttt  firmer  vain  to  hope]  flowers*  eipedally  when  flom 
That  is  to  unthrone  the  king  of  aw,  is  here,  diftingeiOiM  from 
Heaven,  argots  as  win  the  latter,  odors  f  But  whea  the  altar  is  faid 
that  is  to  regain  our  own  loft  right,   to  breathe,  the  meaning  is  that  it 

244.  and  his  altar  breathes      /metis  of,  it  throrass  out  the  JmeU  of, 

Ambrofial    odors   and    ambrofial  or  (a*  Milton  **p#effe$  it  IV.  £65.) 

flowers,']  Dr.  Bentley  would   it  brtatJms  mt  the  fmtd  of  *c    Im, 

rezdfrom  for  and,  this  fenfe  of  the  word  brmake>  m 

A^fial  odors/.,  arcbrofial  ^K^/SKS 
^^  for  by  odors  here  Mshon  means  t£* 

and  aiks  how  an  altar  can  brsatb*  imelli  of  gams  nod  fweet  fpkjr  - 

Arabs, 
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By  force  impoffible,  by  leave  obtain'd  250 

1 
Unacceptable,  though  in  Heav'n,  our  ftatc 

Of  fptandtd  vaffakge  $  but  rather  feek 

Our  own  good  from  our&lves,  and  from  our  own 

Live  to  ourfclves,  though  in  this  vaft  reoefs, 

Free,  and  to  none  accountable,  preferring  255 

Hard  liberty  before  the  eafy  yoke 

Of  fervile  pomp.     Our  greatnefs  wiU  appear 

Then  moft  confpicuous,  when  great  tilings  of  £nall> 

Ufeful  of  hurtful,  profp'rous  of  adverfe 

We  can  create,  and  in  what  place  fo  e'er  260 

Thrive  under  ev'fl,  and  work  eafe  out  of  pain 

Through  labor  and  indurance.     This  deep  world 

Of  darknefs  do  we  dread?  How  oft  amid  ft 

Thick  clouds  and  dark  doth  Heav'n's  alkruling  Sire 

Choofe  to  refide,  his  glory  unobfcut'd,  265 

Aqd 

(hrabs,  fee  VTIT.  5 1 7.  Not  tmlflcc        263.        — —  How  oft  amity 

is  what  we  read  in  Fairfax's  Taflb,        Thick  clouds  and  dark  &c]  Iraki- 

C.  18.  St.  20.  ted  from  Pfal.  XVIII.  11, 13.   Ht 

Flow**  *nd  odors  fweetly  fitoelM.  ™*  *"**&  hisficret  place ;  bis  pa- 

Pearce.  wkon  round  about  htm  were  dam 

254.   Live  to  ourfelvesA   Hon  ^ters,^  thick  clouds  of  the  pes 

Epiitl  xvin.  107.  -—  n<  u'd  f0!**?*:'*  «  * 

*  TT       ...    .  Heavens  y  and  the  Hi  theft  gave  his 

r,  ^  7"~  *      •      VlVam  "»<">    haifjhnes  ami  coals    of  fire. 

Qaod  fuperefl:  *n.  And  from  Kal  xcvn    2    cw, 

ZtA  Perfios,  Sat.  IV.  52.  and  darknefs  art  round  about  him,  8sc. 

Tecum  habita. 

Q^2  274.  Our 
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And  with  the  majcfty  of  darknefs  round 
Covers  his  throne  >  from  whence  deep  thunders  roar 
Muft'ring  their  rage,  and  Heav'n  refembles  HeU  ? 
As  he  our  darknefs,  cannot  we  his  light 
Imitate  when  we  pleafe?  This  defert  foil  270 

Wants  not  her  hidden  luftre,  gems  and  gold ; 
Nor  want  we  fkill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raife 
Magnificence;  and  what  can  Heav'n  (how  more? 
Our  torments  aHb  may  in  length  of  time 
Becqme  our  elements,  thefe  piercing  fires  275 

As 

274.    Our  tdrments   alfo  may  in  — -  Peace  is  deJpair'd, 

length  of  time  For  who  can  think  fubminlon  ? 

Become  our  elements,  Sec.  ]    En-  War  then,  War 

forcing  the  fame  argument  that  Be-  Open  or  underftood  mufl  be  it- 

lial  had  urged  before,  ver.  217;  folv'd, 

and  indeed  Mammon's  whole  foeech  ^^                   >d  ^  €mbM 

*  to  the  fame  purpofe  as  Bef.al'S;  ^  ^  wholeP£,ft  ^  a^^T"^ 

the  argument  is  improved  and  car-  JL~j;.„j_  _.  A  v«u£«s.    nan 

ried  father,  only  with  fuchdifie-  !^H7 1  XL T%*  ? \SZ 

'^twiecfp*,.)    The  they  would  make  choiceonU^,5: 

fenfe  of  pain.,    T*  fenfibile,   the  Whether  of  open  wir  or  covert 

adjedive  ufed  for  a  fublbuitive.  guile, 

Hume.  We  now  debate: 

279.  T*  peaceful  immfibA  There  Moloch  fo^  tQ  ^       ^    ^ 

are; feme  things  wonderfully  fine  in  ^^  £          war,  verVc  i 

thefe  fpeeches  of  the  infernal  Spi-  *^                  y 

jits,  and  in  the  different  arguments  My  fentence  is  for  open  war  :  of 

fo  fuited  to  their  different  charac-  wiles, 

iters  :  but  they  have  wander'd  from  More  tmexpert,  I  boaft  not,  {sTc. 

the  point  in  debate,  as  is  too  com-  n     n  ..  .               ... 

mon  in  other  aiiemblie*.  Satan  had  Bat  BcLal  "SO*  ■Uw  ag*"1*  *** 

declared  in  I.  660.  pPcft  w  conceal  d,  ver.  187. 

War 
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As  foft  as  now  fevere,  our  temper  chang'd 

Into  their  temper;  which  muft  needs  remove 

The  fenfible  of  pain.     All  things  invite 

To  peaceful  counfels,  and  the  fettled  ftate 

.Of  order,  how  in  fafcty  beft  we  may  a  80 

Compofe  our  prefent  evils,  with  regard 

Of  what  we  are  and  where,  difmiffing  quite 

All  thoughts  of  war:  ye  have  what  I  advife. 

He  fcarce  had  finifh'd,  when  fuch  murmur  fill'd 
Th'aflembly,  as  when  hollow  rocks  retain         285 

The 

War  therefore,  openorconceal'd,  inhere,  the  fenfe  is,  with  regard  to 

>l*e  our  prefent  condition  and  the  place 

My  voice  difluades ;  for  what  can  where  we  ares  which  latter  (eems 

force  or  guile  tic.  much  better. 

Mammon  carries  on  the  fame  ar-       **'>•  "T  "' *** ¥*?»  "tit  r" 

gumenta,  and  is  for  difmffing  quite  ttl,  ^!TJtl\    £  £*TZ 

111  thought,, /war.  VthVthe  J    S^    7W     ?l 

quefco/is  changed  in  the  courfeof  %°£t  iVx*   ^  *  £± 

me  debate,  whelher  thro'  the  inat-  L9  a,Xr  !ffi 7g,  ™?  '  ■**?* 

tendon  or  intention  of  the  author  ^"    "  JS^ 

k  is  not  eafy  to  lay.  creafinS  murmu"' 

a8i.     with  regard  -- cunOique  fremebant 

Of  what  we  are  and  -where,  ]  It      CaB,lc?'*  ■*"<«  vano :   ceu  fia- 
is  thus  in  the  firft  edition:  in  the     n    mi.na  Pnma'r 
fccond  edition  it  is,  with  regard  of     Cum  dePrenfa  fremont  Wm,  et 
what  we  are  and  were :    and  it  is      M  «"**  volutant 
varied  fometimestheone  and fome-     Murmu?.    ventures  nautis  pro: 
times  the- other  in  the  fubfequent  «ntnwntoe.  Hume. 
editions.     If  we  read  ivith  regard  The  conduct  of  both  poets  is  equally 
ef  -what  we  are  and  were,  the  fcnfe  juft  and  proper.      The  intent  of 
m,  with  regard  to  our  prefent  and  Juno's  fpeech  was  to  roufe  and  in- 
cur paft  condition;    If  we  read  flame  the  aflembly  of  the  Gods, 
math  regard  »f  what  we  are  and  and  the  effeft  of  it  is  therefore  pro- 

0,3  perly 
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The  found  of  bluft'ring  winds,  which  all  nigfrc  long 

Had  rous'd  the  fea,  now  with  hoarfe  cadence  kJi 

Sea-faring  men  o'erwatch'd,  whofe  bark  by  chance 

Or  pinnace  anchors  in  a  craggy  bay 

After  the  tempeft:  Such  applaufc  was  heard       tgo 

As  Mammon  tndedt,  and  hkf  fenteace  pleafr'd; 

Advifing  peace:  for  fuch  another  field 

They  dreaded  worfe  than  Hell :  fo  much  the  fear 

Of  thunder  and  the  fword  of  Michael 

Wrought  ftill  within  them;  and  no  lefe  defife       295 

To  found  this  nether  empire,  which  might  rife 

By  policy,  and  long  procefs  of  time, 

la 

perly  compared  by  Virgil  to  the  Devils  with  an  eye  to  Claudian's 

rifing  wind :  but  the  defign  of  Mam*  council  of  furies ;  and  the  reader 

man's  fpeech  is  to  quiet  and  com-  may  compare  Alefto's  fpeech  with> 

pofe  the  infernal  aiTembly,  and  the  Moloch's,  and  Megxra's  with  Be- 

«fle&  of  thib  therefore  is  as  pro-  lial's  or  rather  with  Beelzebub's. 

perly  compared  J>y  Milton  to  the        294. thefooordof  Miebatf] 

wind  falling  after  a  tempeft.   Clau-  The  words  Michael,  Raphnti,  &c. 

dian  has  a  fimile  of  the  fame  kind  are  fometimes  pronounced   as  of 

in  his  defcription  of  the  infernal  two  fyllables,  and  fometimes  they 

council.  In  Rufinum,  I.  70.  are  made  to  conM  of  three.  When 

_  ceu  murmur*  aid  ^  */'  »  •*  V™™***  m  °f 

Impacata  quies  pelagi,  cum  fla-  three  fyllables,  we  ftall  tafe  «« 

mmefriaa  to  diftingmfh^  » piMOog ihrn^ 

Dura*  adhuc  fasvitque  tumor,  du-   M"*"**  **&"•»      .,   M,     . 

biumque  per  *ftum  3?z-  APlUar  °ffi**>\  £*&*  » 

UBk  recedentis  fluitant  veftigia   tor  ta  Pronounced  contraaediy  a» 

vantj  of  one  lyllablc,  ortwo  ihoit  oats* 

and  again  in  Book  XII.  aoa.  aou 
And  in  other  particulars  our  author  The  metaphor  is  plain  and  eajp 
ieems  to  have  drawn  his  council  of  enough  to  be  andtrfaod;  mi  ttmm 

James, 
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la  emulation  oppofit  to  Heaven. 

Which  when  Beelzebub  perceiv'd,  than  whom, 

Satan  except,  none  higher  -foe,  with  grave  300 

Afpedt  he  rofe,  *nd  in  his  rifing  feem'd 

A  pillar  of  ftat<;  dte|>  on  his  front  ingravcn 

Deliberation  &t  and  public  care; 

And  princely  couafel  in  his  face  yet  {hone, 

Majeflic  thoagfi  in  ruin :  iage  he  flood  305 

With  Atlanteait  Shoulders  fit  to  bear 

The  weight  of  mightieft  monarchies;  hk  look 

Drew  audience  and  attention  ftill  as  night 

Or  fummer's  noon-tide  ak,  while  thus  he  ipake. 

Thrones 

janes,    and  Peter,  and  John  are  The  whole  pidture  from  ver.  290. 
called  ptihrs  in  Gal.  II.  9.  And  we  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  is  ad- 
have  the  Caaae  expreffion  in  Shake-  mirable  ?    Richard/on. 
fpuar,  2  Hen.  VI.  Ad  I.  309.  Or  fummer's  noontide  atr,] 

Brave  Peers  of  England,  filhrsof  ^T'-'Vl  ^J?"*"  T*:'''"?' 

*A#  B*t  wncn  in  "ot  countn^s  to  is  hard- 

mJtate'  1/  a  breath  of  wind  ftirring,  and 

505.  Majejlic  though  in  ruin ;]  It  men  and  beaib,  by  rcafon  of  thfe 
ii  amaiiag  how  even  die  greateft  intenfe  heat,  retire  to  fhade  an€ 
ciitics,  foca  as  Dr.  Bentley,  can  reft.  This  is  the  caftom  of  Italy 
fesaetimc*  m&ake  the  mod  obvious  particularly,  where  our  author  Hv'd 
Mfttgrs.    Thefe  words  are  to  be  fome  time. 

jokrtTift  conftradiop  with  his  face,  309.  — —  while  thus  be  fake.  ] 

and  «Ot  wkh  prinuif  cotmfid,  as  the  Beelzebub,  who  is  reckoned  the  fe- 

Bo&or  knagra'd.  cond  m  dignity  that  fell,  and  is,  in 

506.  JT*7£  Athmteun  Jboulders  ]  the  firft  book,  tut  fccond  that 
A  aaetaphor  to  exprefs  his  vail  ca-  awakens  out  of  the  trance,  and 
aadty.  Atlas  was  io  great  an  aftro-  confers  with  Satan  upon  the  fitua- 


r,    that   he    is  faid  to  have   tion  of  their  affairs,  maintains  his 
home    Heaven  oa  his  ftoulders.    rank  in  the  book  now  before  us., 

0^4  There 
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Thrones  and  Imjterwd^Fow^Ofspring  of  Heaven, 
Ethereal  Virtudry  >V>r  ihefe  tides  uosr  311 

Muft  Wj6  rendtocfe^  and  changing  ftife  be  call'd 
Princes  of  rM$lfti  fifr  &-  the  popular  vote 
Inclines,  here  to  toncimie%  and  build  up  here 
A  growing  empitirj  idoubdefs*  while  we  dream,  315 
And  know^  not  that  the  king  of  Itfmv'n  hath  doom'd 
This  place  owthmgeOB,  not  oucftfe  retreat 
Beyond  his  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 
From  Heav'n's  high  jurifdi&jop,  in  new  league 
Banded  againft  his  throne,  but  to  remain  320 

In  ftri&eft  bondage,  though  thus*  far  remov'd, 

Under 


There  is  a  wonderful  maje%  de* 
fcribed  in  his  rifing  op  to  fpeak. 
He  a&s  as  a  kind  of  moderator 
between  the  two  oppofit  parties, 
afufc  ptopofes  a  third  undertaking, 
which^toe  whole  afiembiy  gives  in- 
to. The  motion  he  makes  of  de* 
tacking  one  of  their  body  in  fearch 
of  anew  world  is  grounded  upon 
a  projeft  devifed  by  Satan*  and 
dirfomy  propofed  by  him  in  the 
Mtowing  lines  of  the  hrft  book, 
Space  may  produce  new  worlds,  6fr. 
ver.  650. 
It  is  on , this  project  that  BSilkebub 
grounds  his  propofal,  , 

|— r  What  if  we  find 
Some  eaiier  enterprise  ?  tsc.   , 
The  reader  mayjebferve  how  juft 


it  was  not  to  omit  in  the  firfl  book 
the  project  upon  which  the  whole 
poem  turns  :  as  alfothat  the  prince 
of  the  fallen  Angels  was  the .  only 
proper  perfon  to  give  it  birth,  and 
that  the  next  to  him  in  dignity  was 
the  >  iittejft  to  fecond  and  fupport 
it.  There  is  befides,  I  think,  Some- 
thing wonderfully  beautiful,  and 
very  apt  to  affeft  the  reader's  ima- 
gination in  this  ancient  prophecy 
or  report  in  Heaven,  concerning 
the  creation  of  Man.  Nothing 
could  (how  more  the  dignity  of 
the  fpecies,  than  this  tradition  which 
ran  of  them  before  their  exigence. 
They  are  reprefented  to  have  been 
the  talk  of  Heaven,  before  they 
were  created.  Virgil,  in  compli- 
ment to  the  Roman  commonwealth, 
makes 
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Under  th*  inevitable  curb,  referv'd 

His  captive  multitude :  for  he,  be  fure, 

In  highth  or  depth,  ftill  firft  and  laft.  will  reign 

Sole  king,  and  of  his  kingdom  lofe  no  part         325 

By  our  revolt,'  but  over  Hell  extend 

His  empire,  and  with  iron  fcepter  rale 

Us  here,  as  with  his; golden  thofe  in  Heaven. 

What  fit  we  then  projecting  peace  and  war? 

War  hath  detenttift'd  us,  and  foii*d  with  lofs      330 

Irreparable;  terms  of  peace  yet  none 

Vouchfaf 'd  or  fought ;  for  what  peace  will  be  given 

To  us  inflav'd,  but  cuftody  fevere, 

And 


sakes  the  heroes  of  it  appear  in 
their  date  of  praeexiftence ;  but 
Milton  does  a  far  greater  honor  to 
mankind  in  general,  as  he  gives  us 
a  glimpfe  of  them  even  before  the/ 
are  in  being.     Ad&fin. 

^ty.—and  *witb  iron  fcepter  rule 
Us  bere,  as  wuitb  bis  golden  tbofe  in 
Heaven  ^\   The  iron  fcepter 
is  in  allufion  to  Pfal.  II.  9.  as  that 
Of  gold  to  Efther  V.  2.  Hume. 

329.  What  Jit  <tve  then  prof  effing 
peace  and  <war?]  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  reads  peace  or  war:  Dr.  Pearce 
faya,  perhaps  better  peace  in  nvar: 
But  there  feems  to  be  no  neceflity 
for  an  alteration.  It  was  a  debate 
of  peace  and  war.  Peace  as  well 
as  war  was  the  fubject  of  their  de- 
bate.   And  <wbat  feems  to  be  ufed 


here  like  the  Latin  $>uid,  which 
fignifics  both  what  and  why. 

332.  Voucbfafd]  Milton  con- 
ftantly  writes  this  verbw*//**//;  and 
this  is  rather  of  a  fofter  found,  but 
the  other  feems  more  agreeable  to 
the  etymology  of  the  word. 

3  3  z.— for  wbat  peace  will  be  given 
To  us  inflow  d y  but  cuftody  fevere  ?    . 
—  and  nvbat  peace  can  *we  return 
But  to  mtrtonurboftilityandbate?^ 
In  both  thele  paflages  there  is  an 
unufual  conftru&ion  of  the  particle 
but;  it  ieems  to  put  cuftody  fevere 
&c  in  the  one,-  an4  bofti/ity  and 
bate  Sec  in  the  other  on  the  foot 
of  peace.     There  are  fome  very"- 
few  initances  where  the  Latins  have 
ufed  ^(except,  or  but)  in  a  like 
cbnftruclion.    One  is  in  PlautusV 

Me- 
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And  ftfipes,  and  arbitrary  punishment 

Infli&ed  ?  and  what  peace  can  we  return,  335 

But  to  our  pow'r  hoftility  and  hate, 

Untam'd  rdu&ance,  and  revenge  though  flow, 

Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  conqu'ror  Ieaft 

May  reap  his  conqueft,  and  may  leaft  rejoice 

In  doing  what  we  moil  in  fufferihg  feel  ?  34a 

Nor  will  occafion  want,  nor  (hall  we  need 

With  dangVous  expedition  to  invade 

Heav'n,  whofe  high  walls  fear'no  aifeult  or  fiege, 

Or  ambufh  from  the  deep.  What  if  we  find 

Some  eafier  enterprifc  ?  There  is  a  place,  34$ 

(If  ancient  and  prophetic  fame  in  Heaven 

Eff 


•  Mtnacchmi  Prof.  59.  Ei  liberomm, 
tufi  divitiae,  nihil  erat.  Lambinns 
fays  this  cxpreifioQ  feems  too  unu- 
fual,  for  the  particle  nifi  can  except 
none  but  things  like,  or  of  a  like 
kind.     Xicbardfon* 

352.  —  and  by  an  oath, 
T&atjfcook  Heaven's  whole  circum- 
ferencty  confirmed.]  He  con- 
firmed it  by  an  oath  are  the  very 
words  of  St.  Paul,  Heb.  VI.  17. 
and  this  oath  is  faid  to  /bake  Hea*un*s 
<wbok  circumference  in  allufion  to 
Jupiter's  oath  in  Virgil,iEn.  IX.  104. 

Dixerat:  idque  ratum  Stygii  per 
flomina  txttm* 


Per  pice  tofrentas  atraque  vora- 

gineripas 
Annuit,  et  totum  nuta  tremefeck 

Olympuin. 

To  feal  his  fecred  vow,  by  Styx 

he  fwore, 
The  lake  wkh  liquid  pitch,  tht 

dreary  nSore, 
And  Phlegethon's  innavigable4 

flood, 
And  the  black  regions  of  his  ' 

brother  God : 
He  faid;  and  (hook  the  Ikies 

with  his  imperial  nod. 

Dryden. 

As 
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Err  not)  toother  world,  the  bappy  feat 
Of  fome  new  race  call'd  Man,  about  this  time 
To  be  created  like  to  us,  though  kfa 
In  pow'r  and  excellence,  but  favored  more  $$tf 

Of  him  who  rules  above;  fc  mas  ki$  will 
Prmounc'd  among  the  Gods,  andibjr  an  oath, 
That  (book  Heav'n'*  whole  rirciiinfcrencr,  cxunfirnVd, 
Thither  let  us  bend  all  o«r  thongkts,  ta  learn 
What  creatores  there  inhabit,  of  what  moid       $$f 
Or  fubfonce,  haw  feidned,  and  what  their  power, 
And  where  their  wcaknefs,  how  attempted  beft, 
By  force  or  fubdety.  Though  Heav'n  be  fbot, 
And  Heav'n's  high  arbitrator  fit  iccpre 

In 

As  Virgil  had   imitated   Homer,      High  Heav'n  with  trembling  the 
Iliad.  I.  51S.  dread  fignal  took. 

And  all  Olympus  to  the  center 

Jf,  KSi  HVtUHMlV  VJT  O$f>U07  VW9%  (hook.  Pope. 

ApC&Hm  Pap*  )t**rmt  erffw-  411  **  ^f.poete,  we  foe,  men- 

„ /L,  ^Jigfr  *»<»  thc  taking  of  Heaven,  only 

«fl**r**J@*  Milton  attribute!  that  effeft  to  thi 

Kg*T©*  tf*   tffl^ftfToio-  /xgj/ttv  ^   wftich    Homcr  ^    Virgi| 

f  iteto&v  OtejMrop.  afcribe  to  the  *»/ of  Jupiter :  but 

the  circumltance  of  the  nod  feeme 

He  {poke,   and  awful  bends  his   to  be  rightly  omitted  in  this  place, 

fable  brows ;  becaufe  God  is  not  here  giving  his 

Shakes  his  ambroital  curls,  and  aflent  to  any  one's  petition,  which 

gives  the  nod,  is  the  cafe  in  Homer  and  Virgil, 

The  ftamp  of  fate,  andfanftion  but  only  pronouncing  hu  will  anMiag 

of  thc  God;  the  Angels. 

360,-—  this 
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In  his  own  ftrcngth,  this  place  may  lie  expos'd,  360 

The  utmoft  border  of  his  kingdom,  left 

To  their  defenfe  who  hold  it:  here  perhaps 

Some  advantageous  aft  may  be  achiev'd 

By  fudden  onfet,  cither  with  Hell  fire 

To  wafte  his  whole  creation,  or  poffefs  365 

All  as  our  own,  and  drive,  as  we  were  driven, 

The  puny  habitants,  or  if  not  drive, 

Seduce  them  to  our  party,  that  their  God 

May  prove  their  foe,  and  with  repenting  hand 

Abolifli  his  own  works.     This  would  furpafs      370 

Common  revenge,  and  interrupt  his  joy 

In  our  confufion,  and  our  joy  upraife 

In  his  difturbance;  when  his  darling  fons, 

Hurl'd 

360.  —  this  place  may  lie  exposed,  Of  Angels  watching  round  ? 
The  utmoft  border  of  Ins  kingdom »,  left 

To  their  defenfe  <who  hold  it :  ]    It  How  can  this  earth  be  faid  to  lie 

has  been  objected,  that  there  is  a  expos'd  &c,  and  yet  to  be  ftri&iy 

contradiction  between  this  part  of  guarded  by  ftation'd  Angels?  The 

Beelzebub's  fpeech,  and  what  he  objection  is  very  ingenious :  but  it 

fays  afterwards,  fpeaking  of  the  is  not  faid,  that  the  earth  doth  lie 

fame  thing  and  of  a  meffeneer  pro-  expos'd,   but  only  that  it  may  lie 

per  to  be  fent  in  fearch  of  this  new  expos'd  :  and  it  may  be  confider'd, 

world,  ver.  410.  that  the  defign  of  Beelzebub  is  dif- 
ferent in  thefe  different  (peeches ; 

—what  ftrength,  what  art  can  then  in  the  former,  where  he  is  encou- 

Suffice,  or  what  evafion  bear  him  raging  the  affemblv  to  undertake 

fafe  an  expedition  againft  this  world, 

Through  the  ftrift  fenteries  and  he  fays  things  to  leffen  the   diffi- 

ftations  thick  culty  and  danger  %  but  in  the  lat- 
ter, 
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Hurl'd  headlong  to  partake  with  us,  (hall  curie 

Their  frail  original,  and  faded  blifs,  375 

Faded  fo  foon.     Advife  if  this  be  worth 

Attempting,  or  to  fit  in  darknefs  here 

Hatching  vain  empires.    Thus  Beelzebub 

Pleaded  his  deviltih  counfel,  firft  devis'd 

By  Satan,  and  in  part  propos'd:  for  whence,       380 

But  from  the  author  of  all  ill,  could  fpring 

So  deep  a  malice,  to  confound  the  race 

Of  mankind  in  one  root,  and  Earth  with  Hell 

To  mingle  and  involve,  done  all  to  fpite 

The  great  Creator?  But  their  fpite  ftill  ferves        385 

His  glory  to  augment.    The  bold  defign  . 

Pleas'd  highly  thofe  infernal  States,  and  joy 

Sparkled 

ter,   when  they  have  determined  fpeakers  when  they  are  fpeaking ; 

upon  the  expedition,  and  are  con-  but  that  time  and  that  place,  which 

fairing  of  a  proper  perfon  to  em-  he  or  they  are  fpeaking  of. 
ploy  in  it,  then  he  fays  things  to  Pearce. 

magnify  the  difficulty  and  danger,         367.  The  puny  habitants,']   It  is 

to   make  them  more  cautious  in  poffible  that  the  author  by  puny 

their  choice.  might  mean  no  more  than  weak  or 

3&6# here  perhaps']  Dr.  Bent-  little ;    but  yet  if  we  reflect  how 

ley  fays  that  Milton  niuft  have  given  frequently  he  uies  words  in  their 

it  there  perhaps :  but  I  think  not :  proper  and  primary  fignification, 

in  rtr.  360  it  is  this  place,   and  it  feems  probable  that  he  might  in- 

therefore  Milton  gave  it  here,  that  dude   likewife   the  fenfe  of  the 

h  in  the  place  which  I  am  fpeak-  French  (from  whence  it  is  deriv'd) 

ing  of.  Milton  frequently  ufes  now  puis  *)p   born  fince,   created  long 

and  here,  not  meaning  a  time  or  after  us. 
place  ilm  prefent  to  him  or  hit 

406.  —  the 
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Sparkled  in  all  their  eyes;  with  full  aflent 
They  vote :  whereat  *hie  fpeeeh;he  diu6  renews. 

Well  have  ye  judg'd,  Weft  ended  long  debate,    39* 
Synod  of  Gods,  and  like  to  wtttrt  ye  are, 
Great  things  refolv'd*  which  from  the  loweftdeep 
Will  once  more  lift  us  up,  in  fpite  of  fate, 
Nearer  our  ancient  feat  5  perhap6  in  view 
Of  thofe  bright  confines,  whence  with  neighb'ringann* 
And  opportune  excurfion  we  may  chance  396 

Re-enter  Heav'n*  or  elfc  an  fotne  mild  zone 
Dwell  not  unvifited  of  Heav'n's  fair  light 
Secure,  and  at  the  brightning  orient  beam 
Purge  off  this  gloom  5  the  foft  delicious  air,        400 
To  heal  the  fear  of  thefe  corrofive  fires, 
Shall  breathe  her  balm.  But  firft  whom  fhall  we  fend 
In  fearch  of  this  hew  world?  whom  fhall  we  fifid 
Sufficient?  who  ihaU  tempt  with  wand'ring  feet 

The 

406.  — -  the  ftlpable  ebfetirt]  It  je&ive,  as  the  ocean  ftream*  I.  202. 

k  remarkable  in  our  author's  lltle,  the  bultron  dr*fs,  I.  704.   Milton  of- 

thathe  often  nfes  adjoftives  as  fob-  ten  enriches  his  language  in  that 

ftantives,  and  fubftantives  again  as  manner, 
adjectives.  Here  are  two  adjc&fres, 

the  latter  of  which  is  tiled  for  a        409.        — -  ere  be  arrive 
iubJbmtive,  as  again  in  rer.  409,       The  happy  tie  /*]  The  earth,  haeg- 

the  vaft  abrupt.     And  fometames  vug  in  the  fca  of  air,  bkc  a  happy, 

there    are  two    fubftanrives,    the  or  fertmmte  fend,  as  the  name  is. 

former  of  which  is  ufed  for  an  ad-  Aid  a*  Ckeco  De  Nat.  Dtor.  H. 

66. 
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The  dark  unbottom'd  infinite  abyfi,  ^0  c 

And  through  the  palpable  obfcure  find  out 
His  uncouth  way,  or  fpread  his  aery  flight 
Upborne  with  indefatigable  wings 
Over  the  vaft  abrupt,  ere  he  arrive 
The  happy  ile?  what  ftrength,  what  art  can  then  410 
Suffice,  or  what  cvafion  bear  him  iafe 
Through  the  ftri&  fenteries  and  flations  thick 
Of  Angela  watching  round  ?  Here  he  had  need 
All  circumfpe&ion,  and  we  now  no  lefs 
Choice  in  our  fufftage $  for  on  whom  we  fend,     415 
The  weight  of  all  and  our  laft  hope  relies.. 
This  faid,  he  £tt ;  and  expc&ation  held 
Hk  look  fufpenfe,  awaiting  whp  appeared 
To  fccond,  or  oppofe,  or  undertake 
The  perilous  attempt:  but  all  fat  mute,  420 

Pond'ring  the  danger  with  deep  thoughts;  and  each 

In 

66.  calls  the  earth  quaS  nagnam  in  ecclefiafiical  caufes,  p.  553,  "  Let 

quandam  infulata,   quam  bos  or-  "  him  arfo  forbear  farce  —  left  a 

bem  terra;  vocamus.      Ere  be  or-  "  worfe  woe  arrive  him"     And 

rive  the  baffr  tie;  fo  tke  word  ar-  Shakefpear  express  himfelf  in  the 

rive  is  ufed  by  our  author  in  the  fame  manner  3  Hen.  VI.  Alt  V. 
Preface  to  the  Judgment  of  Martin 

Bueer,  p.  276.  Edit.  1738.    "  And  —  thofe  powers,  that  the  Queen 

"he,   rf  our  things   here  below  Hath  rais'd  in  Gallia,  have  arrived 

"  arrive  him  wherene is &c :**  and  mtr  <«g?» 
again  m  hk  Tmtip  if  eimil  fewer 

420.  —  but 
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In  others  countenance  tc&STfo  own  difinay 

Aftonifh'd:  none  asiosg  tke  choice  and  'prime 

Of  thofc  Heav'n-TOrr  ing  champions  could  be  found  - 

So  hardy  as  to  proffer  or  accept*  42'^ 

Alone  the  dreadful  voyage;  till  at  lift        '  -*  ** 

Satan,  whom  now  traufcendeot  gtorjr  rabM   *   "  •     ! 

Above  his  fellows,  "with  monarchal  pride  *         s '    ;* 

Confcbus  of  higheft  worth,  iftmttY'd  thtt*  fpake. 

O  Progeny  of  Heav'n,  empyreal  Thrones,     43  a* 

With  reafon  hath deep  filence  and  demur-  ■"         'TK* 

Seis'd  us,  though  undifmay'd:  long  is  the  way         •* 

And  hard,  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  fightj  r 

Our  prifon  ftrong;  this  huge  convex  of  fire,l:;  '  'v     * 

Outrageous  to  devour,  immures*  us  round i*I:-:   -43  £- 

Ninefold, 

420. — hit  allfia  fimte91  Jfomer  Jam  no*  a  prngenks^cdB^teMfr 

often  ufes  words  to  the  feme  efFed,  tur  alto.        Hume.     *  \    * 

when  an  affair  of  difficulty  is  pro-  ,      .    . 

pofcd,  fuch  as  fending  a  fpy  into  4S»-    —  *V  «  /4r  ?»,/.   i  ' 

SeTrojan  camp^a  fiJk  com-  ^*"4  <*f  f*  <^  *■* 

bat  with  Heclor.  Iliad.  VII 92.         .      .   .*  2  A^V3  ^  W  V*g4 
y  in  Bund,  j£a.  VI.  128. 

-Q<  f^*8'-  if  /'  «f *  *«r7«,  ^r     ^  rev4>ctre  grwium'fuperafoue 

A»**»l"—+   -        .  tvadcioadWf     -\t"* 

"/LZ.&  Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  ft.. 

429.  —  *»*«;'/]  .With  any  of  fitf  fides.  V     J7^    . 
thofe  dangers  which  deterred  others.     In  this  the  tafk,  and  jaij&ty  labor, 

430.  O  /r*{/y  <f  &***>}  Virg.  *** ;        Dr^dcxx* 

Ed.  IV.  7.  (  a»  in  wh*  frttowf  ttf  tip  fa^«- 

BBBflLXl£ 
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aWd  W  BSfM^alMgaftm.  r  -    :■!- 

I^cfe  9*'d>  if  W  «4 ,.thf  vwMwfemd  :.. 

Of  nneflcntkl  Night  ajffeivts  bimjKjg 

Wide  gaping,  ej)d,ipjt||,9tt«r  M%of  bttng  ,       449: 

Threatens  him,  pfcqgHi  in  thai  ateffoe  gul£ 

If  thence  be  ic^pe  ^mp  whatever  woa^ , 

Or  unknovffrjtgiQf, jahat  renaaiaa  jhim  le/a 

TJttn  unlaw  w»  dangers, .  ajid  a*  hajnd  dcapc? 

Bnt  I  £houU  ill  beaaw  this  throne,  OPpers,       44$; 

And  this  imperial  fo^anty,  adotn'd 

With  fpleodor,  ann/d  with,  pow'r,  if  ought  propos'd. , 

And  jodg'd  of  ju^fc  poment,  in  the  fhape 

Of  difficulty  <x  danger  oewW  detar 

Mo 


_  (beat  mad  afesftft  ami  A*  iatprier,  fek&ce  *hi&  ii  hoj- 

•f  <a»f»w  gf  fawywy  U#n0mit  he  low:  but  the  poets  do  not  always 

alludes  to  what  Virgil  fays  in  die  fpeak  thus  txk&y,  but  *tfe-  thm 

tee  book,  of  8tyx  flowing  nine  promifcuouflyj  aivdJienc*ia  Viqpl  . 
aisoes  round  the  dasna'd,  and  bf  r<*Zi  wwwi  andyii/wv*  torn***  ia 

the  gases  of  HelL  feveral plat*.    Aad. what  injure. 

^swfeStyxinterfVtfacoW.  tkanaw^bafca^cnird 

-             v«*  4.*a  tbt^tiy  cbtKObe,  ▼er.63;. 

ibmum i»c3ana*  VeY.cca-  Pr*rt**m'>  •'  *»ncseous  has  Mi* 

•55  •  feveral  places.       •  *           v    • 

434.  — -  «fw  bg»  convex  tfjire,]  439.  Cy  untjfatia!  Night]  Uatfi 

Tbaa  hags  vank  of  fire,  bending  ^«/m/,  void  of  being;    dark»«a 

down  on  afi-fides  round  as.  Convex  approaching  neareft  to,  and  being  ' 

is  spoken  properly  of  the  exterior  the  befi  refcipblaoce  of  aoa-entky. 

forface  of  a  globe,  aad  csssvts*  of  fl*W.v. 

Vu.L  R                      450. -*W 
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Me  from  attempting.  Whtrefott  do*  I  aflame    450 

Thefe  royalties,  and  not  refuffe  to  reigh, 

Refufing  to  accept  as  great  a  fhare 

Of  hazard  as  of  honor,  due  alike 

1*o  him  who  reigns,  and  fo  much  to  iikto  Ate 

Of  hazard  more,  as  he  above  the  reft  455 

High  honor'd  fits  ?  Go  therefore  mighty  PoAfltrs, 

Terror  of  Heav'n,  though  fall'to;  intend  at  home, 

While  here  fhall  be  our  home,  what  beft  may  cafe 

The  prefent  mifery,  and  render  Hell 

More  tolerable;  if  there  be  cure  or  charm  460 

To  refpit,  or  deceive,  or  flack  the  pain 

Of  this  ill  manfiori:  intermit  no  watch 

Agaiffft 


450. —  Whertfore  do  Iajfume  &C.] 
Our  author  has  here  oaught  the  (pi- 
nt of  Homer  in  that  divine  fpeech 
of  Sarpedo*  to  Glaucus,  Iliad* 
XII.  310. 

ThaMSLu  rm  fn  v*s  w^«*u<&« 

'  Er  Avkw  i  <m<tv]u  /« »  $%xs  *fc 


7>  fuo  xpif  Avxtoirt  ftsr*  vp«~ 

Erupt*  Wt  M*X"  **»r«f«i  <*» 
?iCsAii*ftr  &C 

Why  botft  wte,  Gbucus>  out  «*. 

tended  reign, 
WJmn  Xa**thus'  (beams  enrich 

the  Lycian  plain, 
Our  numerous  herds  that  mage 

the  fruitful  field, 
And  hills  where  vines  their  purple 

harteft  yield, 
Onr  Foaming  bowls  with  pure* 

ne&ar  crownM, 
Our  feafts  enhanced  wifli  mufic\ 

Jptighdy  found? 

Why. 
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Againft  a  Wakfefo!  foe,rtvMlfc  I  abroad 
through  aU*<£&  coafts  fcf  ditfc  deftraakm  feck 
Deliverance  for  us  all*:  thii  enterprife  46 £ 

None  fliall  partake  nrckh  me.  Thus  ikying  rofe 
The  Mfewreh,  and  fuevetoted  all  reply, 
Prudent,  left  from*  hie  refelution  rak'd 
Others  among  the  ohkf  might  ofier  now  . 
(Certain  to  be  refas'd)  vrhat  erft  they  fear'd;      476 
And  fa  tefto'd  might  in  opinion  ftand 
His  rivak,  winnitog  cheap  the  high  repute 
Which  he  through  hasard  huge  mtift  earn.  But  they 
Dreaded  not  ntore  th'adrenture  than  his  voice 
Forbidding)  and  at  once  with  him  they  role;     47$ 

Their 

Wtywitbofeihoret  arc  wcwiA  pHm  is  fcperior  to  a  Man.    Ant 

joy  furvey'd,  is  it  not  a  probable  prefmnptioft, 

Admir'd  as  heroes,  and  as  Gods  that  Milton  (wbofe  diilike  to  kiagb 

obey'd?  is  very  well  known)   by  patting 

Unlets  great  ads  fuperior  merit    thefe  fen'iments  into  the  month  of 

jprove,  the  king  of  HeTl  intended  an  oW ique 

And     vindicate    the    bounteous   tatir  upon  tke  kings  of  the  Earth, 

oow'rs  above.  whofe  pra&ice  h  To  often  dire<&y 

*th  oar*s,  the  dignity  Aey  give^    contrary  to  them? 

to  grace ; 

*The  fim  in  valor,  as  the  fifft  m       46;.        this  atterprifit 

jfece.  (*fc.        Pope.  None  Jhtdl  partmkr  nmth  m'.]  The 

abroptnefs  of  Satan's  condaion  k 
This  is  one  of  the  nobleft  and  beft-    very  well  exprefsM  by  the  fpeeck 
ipiAted  foeeches  in  the  whole  Iliad :    breaking  off  in  the  middle  of  th* 
bat  (as  Mr.  Hume  fays)  is  as  much    verfc. 
Intaltfed  in  the  imitation,  as  a  Sera- 

R*  4?6.7»* 
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Tfhqir  rifing  all  at  once  tf as  as  the  fdund       : 
Of  thunder  heard  remote.  Towards  him  they  bend 
With  awful  reverence  prone;  aftd  as  aOftd 
Extol  him  equal  to  thfc  Hig'heftift  Heavtff  ti:>     •*. 
Nor  feil'd  they  to  expreft  toow  much  they  peaked,  / 
That  for  the  general  fafety  he  defpis'd     ■?     >  i  481 
His  own :  for  neither  do  the  Spkhs  damn*d   j        \ 

Lofc 

476.  Their  rifing  all  at  once  wot  that,  mS  made  that  Jwaflrfc  fc  pffe- 
asthefomnd  vent  their  boajtimg.         ^    *  Pcarce. 

Of  thunder  heard  remote.']  The  As  our  anther  ban  dtajwn  Satan 
riling  of  this  great  afTembly  is  de-  with  fome  remains  of  the  beauty, 
Icribed  in  a  very  fublime  and  poeti-  fo  he  reprefents  him  likewtfe  with 
cal  manner.    JdMfon.  fome  or  the  other  perfections  of 

an  Arch- Angels  and  herein  fee  hat 

483.— left  bad men Jhould boaft &c]  follow'dtht  rule  of  Ariftatlff  iifcMs 
Here  Dr.  Bentlcy  afks,  whether  Poetics,  ehapt  t$i  thai  4^% tjnan- 
tht  Devils  retain  fome  of  their  vir-  ners  mould  be  as  good  as  the  na- 
tue,  on  purpofe  left  bad  men  Jhould  ture  of  the  fubjeft  wUf  jpdffibrjr%4- 
hoaft  &c.  This  being  an  abfurdity,  mit.  A  Devil  all  made  up  **f Wick* 
he  reads  lefs  Jbould  bad  men  boaft  &c  ednefi  would  be  too  mocking  t6  Af 
But  there  is  no  occafion  for  the  al-   reader  or  writer. 


teration.    To  take  the  force  of  the  489, — while  the  north^whtdftetp^ 

word  lift,  we  muft  fuppofe  the  au-  So  Homer  exprefles  k,  Iliad,  y. 

thprto  have  left  his  reader  to  fupply  524. 

fome  fuch  expreflion  as  this,  This  _ --.t  •   iw-..  ^i/a.  n^-. 

remark  (of  the  Devils  not  kfing  "***  "*"  A*©-  »**«**-. 

«#  /£«>  virtue)  I  make,  Z^  W  that  wind  generally  clearing  the 

men  Jhould  boaft  &c.    Dr.  Bentley  iky,    and   ofperfing   the   clouds, 

knows  that  u»  in  Greek,  and  »*  in  Every  body  muft  be  wonderfully 

Latin  are  often  thus  ufed.    Milton  delighted  with  this  fimjHtude.  'The 

here  feems  to  have  had  in  view  images  are  not  more  pleating  in  na~ 

Eph.  II.  8,  o.  By  grace  ye  arejaved  ture,  than  they  are  refrtaing;  to 

through  faith --—not  of  works,  left  die  reader  after  his  attention  to  the 

any  man  Jhould  boaft.      Not,  that  foregoing  debate.     We  have  a  fi- 

thcy  were  faved  not  of  <worJbf  on  mile  of  die  fame  kind  in  Hometf 

purpofe  left  any  man  Jbould  boaft ;  but  appryM  upon  a  rery  different! 

Itat  St  Paul  puts  them  in  mind  of  occafion,  Iliad.  XVI.  297. 

at 
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Lofc  all  their  wtue*  left  bad  men  fliould  boaft 

^^fpepiouideeds  on  earth,  which  glory'  excites,    , 

Or  clofe  ambition  vafniflVd,  o'er  with  zeal.         485 

Thus  they  their  doubtful  consultations,  dark 

Ended  rqqicing  in  their jooaftchlefe  chief; . 

A$-whcn  from  mountain  tops  the  duiky  clouds     • 

Afcending,  while  the  nor^ivwind  fleeps,  o'er-fpread  ; 

Heay'n'i 

Gsflr'+fM****  nefVW  •'  Homer  fays  only  that  he  rcmovj4 

m@-  u%y*Kw  ^e  *k*ck  cl°u<k  fr°m  tne  mountain 

TiiLZsitoLtiA*  rttftittf*  e******   t0P»  ^^  &  it  L  explained  in  tht 

>«ptT<t  Ztw ,  QiQWS  ^at  ^  tranflaqon  and  note* 

,Ex  t*  s^cw  <ar«  r«#  c*v*l&*9  *■**  were  not  always  made  by  the  fame 

«»#•***  **&t,  perfon.     We  have  a  fimile  too, 

JC*f  iw*i,  «0c>o8*  JWiHrff  »u«k  of  the  fame  nature  in  a  Son- 

Sp  jvhea  thick  clouds  inwrap  the 

jnountain's  head,  Mark  when  fhe  fmiles  with  amiable 

O'er  Heavy  •  expanfe  like  one  chear, 

black  deling  fpread;  And  tell  nie  whereto  can  you  like* 

Sodden,  the, Thund'rer   with  a  it: 

flafliing  ray,      ,  When  on  each  eye-lid  fweetly  do 

Bnrfb  through  the  darknefs,  and  appear 

lets  down  the  day :  An  hundred  .Graces  as  in  fhada 

TtfbffiHj  fciae  out,  the  rocks  in  to  fit. 

,v;  fftofipeftrife,  likeft  it  feemeth,  in  my  fimple  wjt, 

Aw  ftreams,  and  Tales,  and  fo-  Unto  the  fair  fun-fhine  m  fum- 

v\     r#|(Wike  the  eyes,  mer'sday; 

JTbe  finiling  fcene  wide  opens  to  That  when  a  dreadful  ftorm  aw*/ 

.the^gh^  is  flit, 

cAnd  fU    th!  unmeafur'd    aether  Through  the  broad  world  doth 

..    .flames  with  light,  fpread  bis  goodly  ray : 

At  fight  whereof  each  bird  that  fits 

Mr.  Pope  translates  it  as  if  Jupiter  on  fpray, 

ligktcaM,  which  makes  it  a  horrid  And  every  beaft  that  to  his  den 

rather  than  a  pleafing  fcene;  bat  was  fled, 

K.  3  Com* 
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Hcav'n's  chearful  fece>  the  lctoriflg  cfement        499 

Scowk  o'er  the  darken'd  landfldp  ffrcrtr,  or  fho#er ; 

If  chance  the  radiant  inn  with  farcwel  jfareet 

Extend  his  evening  beam,  tht  fields  rewe^ 

The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 

Atteft  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley  rings,  4*7$ 

O  fhamc  to  men !  Devil  with  Devil  damn'd 

Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  difagree 

Of  creatures  rational,  though  under  hope'    •*' "' 

Of  heavily  grace :  and  God  proclaming  peace, 

'Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and  ftrifc  500 

Among  themfelves,  and  levy  cruel  ty$tti 

Wafting  the  earth,  each  other  to  deftroy  t 

As  if  (which  might  induce  us  to  accord)' 

Man 

Come  forth  ifrefli  out  of  their  late  494.  —  Mating  &*&}.  Br.  Bent. 

difraay,    ^  ley  reads  flocks^  aiuHays  that  btrd 

And  to  the  light  lift  tip  their  is  a  word  proper  to  cartel*  that  do 

drooping  head*  not  bUat.   But&r^u  originally  the 

60  my  (torm-beaten  heart  Ukewife  common  name  for  a  number  of  any 

is  cheared,  fort  of   cartel :    Hence   &bepfa>d% 

With  that  fun-fhirie,  when  cloudy  that  is  Sbeepberdfmou,  fee  VH.  462. 

looks  are  cleared.  •             "                   Pmtxt. 

See  alfo  a  fimUe  of  the  fame  kind  -'%«*«*«*««- 

in  Boethius  De  Conf.  L.  1.  and  in  P*0^  «*  Spenfcr'i  Jkty  tntttl.  ia 

Dante's  Infemp.  C.  34.  &&*  Cb*f*  torn*  borne  *gai*. 

o                     *    1     j  4¥>'  OAami  u  men !  ice.}  This 

l2t'»    7~Ae7re'?*      r       refleaion  will  appear  the  more  per- 

H*av  ns  Jarful  fact  ]  S|*nfer,   dncnt  ^  ^Xwhen  one  £a- 

Fairy  Queen,  B.  z%  Cant  1  %.  St.  34.    u^  the  €Mteadoiu  ^  ^  whkh 

And  fftawetts  tkearfld  fkc$  e*vc-   Mitooa  liv'd  and  wrote*     Tlytr+ 
loped.        fApn 

51*.  -* 
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Manha4«wi|ijfUi(hfQffCfl«?wlicfi4e6, 

That  dag.  a* d  night  for  h  jf  deftru#ion  wait.        |p£ 

The  S&gswcouneit  tfeqs  diflblv'dj  and  forth 

Jo  order  name  the  grand  infernal  peer*: 

Midft  came  their  mighty  paramount,  and  (eem'd 

Alone  tfraftigomft  of  Heav'n,  nor  lefs 

Than  HeU'a  dread  emperor  with  pomp  fupremef  j  i* 

And  God-like  imitated  ftatcj  him  round 

A  globe  of  fiery  Seraphim  inclos'd 

With  bright  imUasponry,  and  horrent  arm*. 

Thpn  of  their  feffion  ended  they  bid  cry 

With  trumpets  regal  found  the  great  refult :        51$ 

Tow'ards  the  four  winds  four  fpeody  Cherubim 

put  to  their  mouths  the  founding  alchemy 

BT 

e  1  c  J  tbhe  tf  fiery  tenfUm)  A  Dr.  Jentky  reads  tmbfllc :  but  fine* 

•&L  flenffies  here  a  battalion  ift  he  allows  that  gold  anj  ftl-vtr  coin, 

ftafc  lurrounding  W«,  *  Virgil  awellatbrafiandpowter ,  are  ah 

/,„"T   «?„  v  ,,*  them,  being  mix  d.tr.ctils,  tor  that 

,—  quajM*/  we  wu»  tleoimt-   dajly  j^g  joiu',i  t0  the  epithet 
Wusurgtf.  yiw^ay.whicidetersniwittoiivean 

IncLL  the  idea  both  of  terriWe   -nM  metab  of  brafc,  Olver,  <*. 

of1a^ICUp*ethCbtaaeS    *<W   the  n»»  of  «£TS 
of  a  wild  boar.  which  j7 ^  fublbncr         6f  ch^. 

fUrrtwtia  Martw  arm*.  miflay,   th*  transmutation  of  ma- 

V»g-4MM-   tai,.    Milton  names  »o  particular 

^«~  denio*  aw  atque  bfrrtnftbw  mmit  bat  ]ttaei  ^e  imgi,,atioji 

fcaftji.  #n.X.  17a-    jti^g^  juy  nrtal  poffible  to  bp 

5,7.  —tk,/«mJhtg  okbm,  J  -produced  by  Aai  syflBri|»»  art, 

R    ^  Ml 
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By  herald* TOidfectepl*ffl*ds;^  -n" 

Heard  far  and  wideband  afibthe  tefli  of  HcH :-:.  ■»•>"..*- 
With  deafhiitg.flloot  iWarn'd'themioud^cclatrBej  £f*r 
Thence  «ote;at  cbfet  their  <mijBds^  an4f3bhie?ikjUv 


By  falfe  porfampmom  hope*  the  tai^cd-AMrfcm-f t,v^ 
Difband,  attd  waflcKrhig;  tech  bfejfevfctttl  W*yH*  *  '■ 
Purfues,  as  inclinatiori  or  fad  choice'0  i5  'if  ^  :* T -  '• 
Leads  him  perplexed,  where  he  may  Hfcetldt  ifcti  ^#J 
tTruce  to  his  feftkfs  thoughts,  4hd  etttertikk  '       "^ 

The 


%  a  metonymy,  the  elitient  fbr   anj»,  with  their  < 

the  eh^ed**  vaftly  poetical  f  the  folldwifcgHnes;  ur  ,  .- 

..,1      •  •  il  -   -l    P^S?  Others witn  vaftjyploeito>i^e 

.rffofeap  is  in  flunt  what  is  corruptly  J      fell' SV  n       '    *hlf  ^ 

prpnow'd   Qchmg>   that  is  any  ~-  "i»     i 

snix'd  metaL  Thar  mafic  is  etnpjpy 'd  in  cde* 

~~  _*;//  ft,  *****  M******  1  bating  their  own  cnmmd  exploits, 

5*7.  — *// hs  mat  chef  reivrn^ ]  Md  ^eir  difcourfe  in  founding  the 

So  it  *  in  the  iirft  etaattl bat  m  UJlfktnomablc  dcpdtfof  fatc,  W 

ttefi^aod^odm^  will  and  fore- knowledge.  ^^ 

***££?"  eb"f  rTV  WhlChl8    PW  contend  on  the  pUi  in  raT* 
jmamfefHy  an  error  of  the  pre*.        ahl&  or  m  thc  dr  b  j^   M 

528.  Part  on  tlxp/azx,  to-]  The  the  famous  Olympian  or  Pyrhiaa 

dmrfiona  of  the    fallen    Angels,  games  in  Greece,   while  another 

with  the  particular  account  of  dieir  part  contend  on  horfcback   or  in 

place  of  habitation,  are  defcribed  chariot  races,  Part  curb  timr  jterj 

with  great  pregnancy  of  thought  Jtot&>   &c.     Thefe  warlike  diver, 

and  copioafnefs  of  invention*  The  fions  of  the  falTn  Angels  during 

diversions  are  every  way  fuit able  to  the  ab fence  of  SAtan  Jecm  to  be 

beings*  who  had  nothing  left  them  copied  from  thc  military  pxercife* 

but  Srcngth   and  knowledge  mif-  of  the  Myrmidons  during  the  a.b- 

applied.      Such  are  their  con  ten-  fence  of  their  chief  from  the  wary 

dons  at  the  race  and  in  feats  of  Hornet's  IttttL  IiV  774.  &c.  qniy 

thf 
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The  irk&ne  hoottv>k3l{hi$  great  cbief  return. 
Part  on  ihe  plain,  ot  id  the  air  fuUime, 
Upon  Aelwkigi'  orioifwitV  race  contend* 
A*tekTlkfaDl^nipiaitgame$  or  Pythian  fields  $       530 
Vast  curb  their  fiery  (beds,  or  fhun  the  goal 
With"  i&pfcF Wheels,  otttfiomed  brigads'fbrm. 
As  when.  Ao  jna  proud  cities  war  appears 
WagM  in  the  troubled'  (fay,  and  armies  rufl* 
Toi>attei  *  the  clouds,  ^Jefiare. each  van  53c 

Prick  fortfer  the  *ery  knights,  and  couch  their  fpears 
.«T  Till 

tht  fanges  «•  * ak'd  in  proportion       1F7/*  rtfii  inbitlt^  Plainly  take* 
to  the  nature  of  the  beings  who  are  from  Horace,  Qd.  L .  1. 4. 

^afScluth^^rS     M^auefervidisevitataroda. 

the  diverfions  and  entertainment.  Bw  wWl  -^  jodgment  he  fan 

•  of  *e  -depart^ .heroes mVupls  ^  not  fcrid-l*a* in the£ 

EljfAwi,  iBn.VI.6e*.  Sell-games  both  the  wheel*  and 

fcas  in  gramineis  excrcent  mem-  tbe  burning  marie  they  drove  on 

tostpahoftri*,  '  '»  were/«W  even  before  the  race, 

tontenduntlndo,  etfulva  luftan-  Btntkj. 

^WaS:  '  H¥W*£d  in  tbe  troubled  jg\ 

fan.  pedibttk  dandunt  chorewi  et  So  Shakefpear  in  1  Hen  IV.  A&L 

5»mna  <pcuifc  5*c  call*  thefe  appearances 

Their  aery- limbs  in  fpom  thejr  ~«heine*eora©fa*a«M&/Heavei». 

i^V 'rSZijiri-j.t,,,,   «wfV  (French)  to  place.    A  reft 

&*^£*3£&  - -*«• Ae  bif of  *•  - 

^-  f_*i     rii  ^Lm    -  mour,  and  was  calTd  a  reft  from 

-  rtofr  OV.    BiTfldi.  arr^(Frcn<*)tp%.  Kicbordfim. 

/  •  539-  Qj&n 
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Till  thickeft.  l«gion&  clofc  j  with  feats  *f  arms  :    •  • 

From  either  end  of  Heav'n  the  welkin  bums, 

Others  with  vail  Typhqean  rage  more  fell 

Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  an4  rids  the  air     54D 

In  whirlwind;  Hell  icarce  holds  tfo  wild  ujproa*.  * 

As  when  Alcides,  from  Qeehatia  crown'd 

With  conqueft,  fck  A'  envenom'd  robe;  and  tooe.  * 

Through  pain  up  by  the  roots  Theflalian pines, 

And  Lichas  from  line  lop  of  Oeta  threw  34$ 

In* 


J39.  Others  with  waft  Typhcean 
rage  &c]  Others  with  rage 
like  that  of  Typhosus  or  Typhon, 
tee  of  die  giants  who  warred 
againft  Heaven,  of  whom  fee  be-^ 
fore  I.  199.  The  contrail  here  is 
very  remarkable.  Some  are  em- 
ployed in  fportive  pjftes  a*d  ex* 
crctfes,  while  others,  rend  up  both 
rocks  and  hills,  and  make  wild  up> 
roar.  Some  again  are  finging  in  a 
valley,  while  others  are  difcourf- 
ing  and  arguing  on  a  hill;  and 
thefe  are  repreftnted  as  fating, 
while  others  march  different  ways 
to  difcover  that  infernal  world 
Every  company  is  drawn  in  con- 
traft  both  to  that  which  goes  be- 
fore, and  that  which  follows. 

542-  As  when  Alcides,  &C-]  As 
when  Hercules  named  Abides  from 
his  grandfather  Alcseus,  from  Oe- 
cbaHa  crown  d  %yitb  tonqurft,  after 
his  return  from  the  conqueft  of 
Oechalia  a  city  of  Bceotia,  having 
trough;  with  him  from  thence  lole 


the  king's  daughter,  felt  tb%  < 
nomd  robe,  which  was  fent  him  by 
Deianira  in  jealoufr  of  his  new 
miftrefs,  and  ftuck  10  dofe  to  hb 
fkin  that  he  could  not  pull  oUT  thf 
one  without  pulling'  off  the  other, 
and  tore  through  fain  up  by  the  rooto 
Tbejhlian  tines,  and  Lichas  who  had 
brought  him  the  poiiWd  robe> 
from  the  top  of  Oeta,  a  mountain  in 
the  borders  of  Theflaly,  threw  m- 
to  th*Euboic  fea,  the  iea  near  Eu- 
bcta  an  Hand  in  the  Archipelago. 
The  madnefs  of  Hercules  was  a 
fubjea  for  tragedy  among  the,  An- 
cients (Kfc:  ah<  u^^^@-  by 
Euripides,  Hercules  furens  by  Se- 
neca) but  our  author  has  comprifed 
the  principal  circumftances  in  this 
fimilitude,  and  feems  more  paeti- 
cularly  to  have  copied  Ovid,  Met. 
IX.  136. 

Viftor  ah  Oechalia '&c. 

But  as  Mr.  Thyer  rightly  obfenras, 
Milton   in  this  iimSc  falls  vaitty 

ihort 
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Into  th?  £ubefc  fe*«    Others  more  mild, 
Retreated  in  9  Jjkpt  valley*  fit>g 
With  notes  angelical  to.  many  a  harp 
Their  ow»  heroic  d«d$  and  hapfefs  fall 
By  doom  of'  battel:}  and  complain  that  fate        £59 
Ffoe  virtue  ftoold  inthrail  to  tee  or  cbanee* 
Their  fqag  wat  partial,  bwtthjfe  harmony 
(What  could  it  fefc  when  Spftita  knmortal  flag?) 
Sufpended  Hell,  and  tflofct  with  rtvUfemeot 

Tht 


ftuCtft  of  his  ufual  fubUmjyfcy  awl 
propriety.  How  much  docs  the 
image  of  Alcides  tearing  up  Thef- 
fclian  pines  &c  fink  below  that  of 
thp  Angels  rending  up  botfe  rocks 
and  huis,  and  nding  the  air  in 
ptylwiadl  and  how  faintly  and 
jaJugai&cantly  docs  the  aliufion  end 
with  the  low  circumftanoe  of  Li- 
cfeas  being  thrown  into  the  Euboic 

(ml 

$fo^—~m4cof»pi4umtiatfat* 

Free  virtue  JXmti mtbrail  to  fare* 

or  chance.  ]    This  is  taken 

Jmri  the  famous  diftich  of  Euri- 

•ides,  which,  Brutus  ufed*  when  he 

fkiwhi»Wf; 

O  rX*poi  mth,  kvy©*  *fny9 

fa  tp><*  ******  *<>  f  «f  •<**■ 

In  fome  places  for  $14.  force  it  is 
o^uoted  /  w ".^  fortune.  Milton  has 
well  comprehended  both.  iatbrqH 


554.  M«4/  IW/,]  The**ejfc 
of  their  finging  is  fomewhat  like 
that  of  Orpheus  in  Hell,  Vug. 
Georg.IV.481. 

Quin  ipfe  ftuouere  domus,  atqne 

intuna  lethi 
Tartara,  ceruleofqne  unplexae  crv 

mbus  angues 
Bumenides*  tcnuitquc  inhjans  tria 

Cerberus  ora, 
Atque  Ixionii  vento  rota  conftitk 

orbis. 

E'en  from  the  depths  of  Hell  the 

damn'd  advance, 
Th*  infernal    mansions    nodding 

feem  to  dance ; 
The  gaping  three-mouth'd   dog 

forgets  to  fnarl, 
The  Furies  hearken,    and  their 

fnakes  uncurl; 
Ixion  ieems  no  more  his  pain  tt 

feel, 
But  leans  attentive  on  his  ftanding 

wheel        Drydcn. 

<The 
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The  thronging  atidienfae.  IrtdHcouifemarpfvmeC  55$ 
(For  eloquence  the  foul,  ifeog  charms  the  fenfo )  3 
Others  apart  fet  on  a  kfll  retir/d,  *    jrcij^.-  — 

In  thoughts  thore  eitvate,  and^rea&n'd high  *  <;w> 
Of  providence,  forckhowkdge,  wilt*  and  fc|e,^ 
Fix'd  fete,  free  will,  foreknowledge  afcrfblbte,      560 
And  found  o&  ttid,  in  wand'ring  mazes  1q&  i 

Of  good  and  erfl  much  they  argued  then,  7 

Of  happiftefe  and  filial  rrtifery,  . 

Paffion  and  apathy,  and  glory"  and  fhame* 

Vain  wifdom  al^  and  felfe  philofophy:  r^j 

Yet 

fbt  harmony  fujfaded  Hell;  but  is  it  fSJJ  fiae,  fia  <Mxff,  finbmm* 

not  touch; better  with  the  paren-  ledge  ahfilute^Tfa  turn  of the 

thefis    coming   between  ?    which  words  here  is  admirable,  and  verr 

fufoehds   at   it  were   the   event,  well  expreffes  the  wand'rings  and 

ralies  the  reader's  attention,   and  mazes  of  their  difcourfe.  'And  die 

gjves  a  greater  force  to  the  fen-  turn  of  the  words  is  gfeaW  *un- 

tin«»  proVd,   and  reiiderM   fttfK  wxm. 

555. A^«r>  wmtfnmei\  and  ** fimbu8  oonorum  «t  nalo- 

Qur  pott  fi>  juftly  prefen  dtfcojvfe  ram'  *v   wcre  niare  ptotkalarif 

t**he  nigheft:  harmony,   that  he  ^c  fobj^  0I"  difputation  among 

tefeairthisfteafauBg  Angels  on  AcpW^Aenandfcphi%pfoAdT 

a- hill  as  high  and  ebvatodas  their  **  &**"&**>  /**'  W//,  &c  were 

tfcotadKs,  leaving  the  fongftcrs  in  ^nZ  *c  fchooi-men  and  divinea 

ttefc^uobfe  valley.    Anf.  of  later  times,  efpectaHy  upon  tht 

:':  ^    ;V   V       t  introduction  of  the  free  notion*  of 

559-  ~  f*mrwMge>  vnll>  and  Armmhui  upon  thde  febjbcls :  and 

>*\^'\f?*'  Qur  attthor  Aows'fcerein  what  an 

opinion 
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Yet  vri&t  i  fkatfing  fowrtry  ccaddxfcanp        . ;      A 
Paiii  feP'ai^Wl&OTfdngpfli,  .audi  excite 
Fallacious  hope,  or  atfit  drt  ©Mured  brcaft  v 

With  ftdjbertt  pattencfttt  with  triple  i|eei 
Anotheppatrtin  fquadroaj  and  g#>fs  bauds,         tf& 
©hbold^dvertnre.to.dkcofvcr  wide  .  '■ 

That  difihal  world,  ;jf  any  clime  perh^p* 
Might  yield  Att»J8flfi«r  habitation,  bend 

Four  ways  their  flying  march,  along  the  banks 

Of  four  infernal  rivers,  that  difgorge  575 

foto  the  burning  lake  their  baleful  ftreams  j 
. ,  /  Abhorred 

owuob 4*  bad  of  all. books  and  57*-  fA«'  ffmal  -w*rIJ,)  The 

2tt«W  this  kbd.  *«»{  urcumaances  .n  the  defenp- 

^     ,*  tion  of  Hell  are  finely  im  agin  d ;  as 

l^o  'l-tV  «M»rfdbrtQlf\  Sowe  die  four  riven  which  difgorge  them- 

i^i»/Mifc»>  own  editions,  and  felves  into  the  fea  of  fire,  the  ex- 

not  »i ito&Q.  $fit'u-ia  Dr,  Bent-  tremes  of  cold  and  heat,  and  the 

Uv'sMrTrsnton.'s,  and  ©then :  river  of  oblivion.     The  monftrous 

^e'ikikc  word  is  ufedi  again  ia  animals  produced  in  that  tr.f'emal 

vF 78e                ..;.".  world  are  rapaftnttd  by  a  fingle 

.V      L-    v    i  r    «~.    fcnf  K"*  which  gives  us  a  more  bosvjd 

This  faw  h»  haplef*  foes,  but  .^  rf  ^  »!«„„„<*  ipPg3 

•  »"■  -IftWa  sMwt*  defcription  of  ttiem  would  ,ftwn? 

'"*]?  ''"'"  ^l  *i*b,  Sttl  1  An  done.    This  epifode  of  the  Men 

»"■*»•  '  tbe  miiidof  tte  waiter  fown  it*  at* 

llli  rbbiir,  et *»  triplex  tcatioo  to  tfce  ddtofte*    Aft  ofdfc' 

"  ~'  Cjitii  pe&us  erat,  tflV.  9ary  poetuwoold  indeed  hay*  -pan 

»  m  ■  **»•  -m«i  with  the  j^-a-^Tsrssrcs! 

mo««frlMfc**HlcftSM»l*  principal  J8»>r.- 
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Abhorred  Sty*,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate  > 

Sad  Acheron  of  forcow,  black  and  <kep)- 

Cocytus,  nam'd  <*f  lamentation  load 

Heard  on  the  rueful  ftreafm j  fierce  PMegethoh,  $gb 

Whofe  waves  of  torrent  fire  inflame  with  rage*      * 

Far  off  from  thefe  a  flow  and  filent  dream, 

Lethe  the  river  of  obj^ion  rolls 

Her  watry  labyrinth,  whereof  who  drmks, 

ForthwiA 


577.  Abhorred  Styx,  Sec.]  The 
Greeks  reckon  up  five  rivers  in 
Hell,  and  call  them  after  the  names 
of  tie  noxious  fprings  and  rivers  in 
their  own  country.  Our  poet  fol- 
lows their  example  both  as  fe  the 
nwnber  and  the  names  of  thefe  in- 
fernal rivers,  and  excellendy  de- 
Icribes  their  nature  and  properties 
with  the  explanation  of  their  names* 
Sifx  fo  named  of  a  Greek  word 
rrvyi*  that  fignifies  to  hate  and 
nbbor,  and  therefore  called  here  Ab- 
imvdtofx,  the  flood  a f  badly  hate, 
and  by  Virgil  pabs  immabilie,  JEn. 
VI.  438.  Acheron  has  its  name  from 
myjn  dolor  and  o?a  fluo,  flowing 
mmth  grief  %  and  is  reprefented  ac- 
cordingly .Sad  Acheron*  the  river  of 
firrow  as  Styx  was  of  hate,  bkuk 
+nddeepf  agrteabie  tt>  Virgil's  ohe* 
m&utf  it 

-—  tenebrola  palus  Acheronte  re- 
fufo.  JEb.  VI.  107. 

Cocytus,  nan? d  of  lamentation,  be- 
caufe  derived  from  a  Greek  word 


xvxvu  fignifying  to  nnetf  and  iet* 
ment:  as  PhUgetbm  is  from  another 
Greek  word  $a*>:  ficprfying  t» 
burn}  and  therefore  rightly  describ- 
ed here  ferce  Pblegetbon,  nvbofi 
*ua*ves  of  torrent  fere  inflame  with 
rage,  as  it  is  by  Virgil,  Jbx.  VL 
550. 

•—  nrpMos  ftammis  toireadbua 

amtiis 
Tartareus  PMcgetfcoa. 

We  know  not  what  to  fay  as  to  the 

fituation  of  thefe  rivers.  Homer, 
the  moft  ancient  poet,  rcprcfenta 
Cocytus  as  branching  out  of  Styx, 
and  both  Cocytus  and  Phtegcthon 
<<*  Pynphkpthon)  m&  flowing  in- 
to  Acheron  Ody£X.$i$. 

Ep&effxn  «e  Axt&S]*  Tlv&pPk- 

yib»  W9  pmnr 
K»xvr®-  y,  of  tm  Sfvy®-  v* 

Jolt®-  trip  *Topp«f . 

and  periiaps  J*e  defcribet  their  (fet- 
ation as  it  really  w«  ia  G*eoce : 
but  Virgil  and  Hi  -other  poets  &to- 
qncntl/ 
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Forthwith  hit  former  date  and  bc'mg  fargefc,     £g» 
Forgets  both  joy  and  grief,  pleafure  and  pan*. 
Beyond  this  flood  a  fatten  continent 
Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  ftonra 
Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hall,  which  on  firm  land 
Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  rain  feetns     500 
Of  ancient  pile;  all  elfe  deep  fnow  and  ice, 
A  gulf  profound  as  that  Serbonian  bog 

Betwixt 

tmettdy  confound  diem,  and  men-     Quam  juxta  Lttbtt  ttuitus  prselabi- 

£11  diar  man  and  places  wkh-  tat  oaii. 

«at  fuAcitnt  different*  or  aifbnc-  .      .... 

«oa.    Our  f<*t  thomftre  was  at   ^h*  nv/r  «*  °J^no*  » .*&*L 

Ktarty  to  dW  (a.  I  may  far)  a   P^d  far  off  ^^™"  °J 

H«r  art*  of  thefe  riveta;  and  he   b**1,8,,»  *•??*'  «»*"»»»,  and 

fepMfa*  ***>>,  /-*  agreeably    rage ;  and  dmdes  the  fo***onti- 

to  Suture  that  often  mentions  /*<    ^l*01"  **  "P™  **  **  ^ 

J*V  />»»  and  he  makes  thefe   th.c^  complete*  the  map  of  Hell 

four  riveWto  flow  from  four  diffe-    «"» "»  g^*"1  *«««»• 

rent  quartets  and  emptyAemfelves         ,    — ^n  iaf.„  Hw  q^  ^ 

fattft  tm*  herning  tal«,  which  g*wa    j,T  Y  ^J 

ns  a  much  greater  id«a  than  any  of      '    * ,  .        .     .,  . 

LtbaJfapoeti.     Befidesliefe     J^fam  terns  i^is  itque  4gn# 

One  it  a  film  river  called  Z-f/*r,      Gw***&*c 

fefech  «amt  k  Gwek  £*oiae«  fir*  fhat  Mwim  ^  ^ 

£****  f^f^twartfadto   *»** **  ft  lake  too  forle^s  it 
lre«cc*fc>»\i  that  tu*^'  ^n-    kllgA  ^   1000  *  c^p^t  be- 
VI*  714.  tween  the  ancient  mountain  Caficfc 

Ltfhfci  ad  flamrnb  ttMdam       w*l  Bamiata  a  cky  of  Egypt  <m 
Sccuros  latices,  et  tonga  obttvia  <«*  «f  *e  more  eaftern  mwftbsdF 
•O     tiofant  •  ***  N^-     **  was  Surrounded  on 

_,  %  powuK*  *H  fides  by  hitts  of  loofe  fam*. 

««1  KHton  attributes  the  fame  ef-  whteh  carried  into  the  water  by 
IWfc  to  it,  and  ddfcribes  it  as  a  flaw  high  winds  <b  thidcen'd  the  lake, 
mdjHmfiream,  as  Luca*  had  done  «s  n6t  to  be  dflhngwftfd  from  part 
fctftttehfan,  IX.  ft*.  KtfthtrJcon*itntl  wh*rs  whole  ar- 

f  miot 
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Betwixt  DamfataafadmountCafiMoM,  •  "f 

Where  armies'wfaolfe  haye*fcnki  &&  pfeichiag  air  * 
Burns  frore,  and  coW  performs  tfriflfod  of  fi*e.  jy| 
'thtiher  by  harpy-footed  fcrfca  haPA  < 

At  certain  rdvofotfcjria  all  thcr  dama*4    >•  *  -; 

Are  brought  j  and  ftel  by  trirns  the  bktar  ilpagt  2 
Of  fierce  extremes,  extreme^  by  change  more  fierce,  J 
From  beds  of  raging  fire  to  ftarre  for  tea  4e«t 

Their  foft  ethereal  warmth,  and  there  to  pine         •• 

Immoveable, 

»ies  have  been  fwallow'd  up.  Read  tfeisHHsi»4M{«*i€«at>tkfrBclglK 
Herodotus,  L.  3.  and  Luc.  Phar.  bdtn  or  tko-  frcMte  Mmv.'  awfct 
VIII.  539.  fiTr.  thereto*  flmldt  to  %ak  »  infe 

'■nr*"88 c,Sh  «*""*  SaS^^^ffSS" 

aren1^  ward,  Fairy  Qtraen.  B.  5.  Cm**** 

Ktvadateftantorjunftas^gyptia  St.  *6«        .        . ..,     .       4  ,    'VJ 

Syrtes,  &r^    #«sv.  Whonidery  ^/nerf  fbrflf  wlfc* 

505.  Burns  froreji   Frore  an  old  out  remorfe  I  '      '    *               "  * 

word  for  frofty.    The  parching  air  ,                 ■'     ;  *  /  *"*,•    .'»^^ 

burns  with  froft     So  we  hayt  in  ?^«!«^W*  rt/everal  time* 

Virg.Ge0rfcI.9j.  mSnakeipenr.                            * 

-^Boi^peMteOiifefiamaehMvt:  rJ&\~H™k'^!™\Hfajt 
^  Tliis  arcumftance  of  the  damned? 

and  in  Ecclns.  XLHT.  io,  ti.  Wbtn  fufleriag  the  extatm*  $f  heat  a*£ 

#Ar  c*&  mrtb-vpmj  bivwetb—it  ak-  cold  by  tarns  is  finely  inrente^  ti 

vouretb  tie  mountains,  and  bumetb  aggravate  die  ftOJtfff  of  die  4% 

$be  ntrildernefi,   and  confisMttb    tbt  fenption,  and  teems  to  tie  ibijndel 

graft  as  fir*.    And  iV  not  the  ex*  upon » job  XXIV,  19.  _but  not  as  it 

nreffion  ufed  by  the  P&lmift  of  the  is  in  the  Englifli  trantfation,  bat  in 

like  nature?  Tbe fun  Jball not  bum  the  Vulgar  Lapa  rerfojfe  W&^k 

tbet  by  day,  mr  U»  mom  by  mgbg  Milton  frequently  idea1.  Jdmmrum 

Kal.  CXXL  6.  in  the  old  traaila*  color m  tran/au  ab  asms  nimmmt 

tjoa  and  the  Septtftgint  ?  Jto  fc*  *^/}  *  txctf+e  beat  Jrmm 

596.  iy  mmft-fiofrd  Juries  water*  of /now.  And  sVfemft  an4~ 

i«/V]  The  word  fe/Vgi  other  coaaneafcafcoft  anAfland  i** 

*  Them 
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Inimovcabk,  Mfo&.jpd .ftcapo  ioogd, 
feriifeafetmf i*Aeno»  teamed  bat*,  to  &e* 
t^^r>*l«tW»Jjo*«»  fi*nd 
Bothtoandfroi  th*V  fi****  »  augpioot,  6dj 

•And  wito  and  feqajK  t%?»hey  f*k»  to  reach 
tin  iwUfcij  ftrrrm   *itfc  0*  feail  drop  to  fofe 

in  few  ftMrffijito* .fo  typ  *¥*  *<*» 

/y|ir  one  rngp^ftt,  and  fo  near  tbe  brink* 
feat  Ale  wkfedfaad^  and  to  oppofe  th'  attempt    6 1& 
'  •  -  "  "  '"  Mediik 

'■■ii  r  i  in  "■■a'lrifa — if-i':  they  were  >*mt  tbihrini,  foncai' 
2  MM  TL«*1I»  piiuflunttt  ike  Wm  «nd  ferfece  «f  the  weter, 
^?~£*i.  * fad  MCM&ftia  Y«  they  could  not  tafte  one  drop 

iz^i^s^s^-  &*.  *«  &  ««•  .«*»»./» 

uuew»  ^  vntbfitmit,  6»  obftant  m  it  » ok 

CSTb?5Se?n«h  jn.  Vfr^I, ,4a,  JV..449-  ^**f 

S»-ig»ta.«A*  ^a2ff«r5«f5?o£ 

2^?!.^  the*  AoJght.  gon  .onften,  whofc flocks  w«* 

£**•**■**  AailL^  febioSeS^n%?S 
*7,  W  to  die,  aid  gO  wt  larfw  m  Homer  WM  4^,^,  of  fednf 
pot where:,  K     *  fart  of  tte  4tp«t»*  keTOe^  bat 


iw»  w***-*--  .   »,       .. ..  -   •,      mure  ux  uk  w^iw«  ^**v**»*  ■»■■» 


clod;  tndthedeMghfr  JJ^ 


«Efl2l^*.*ilW-l*i     tet^or^i^ftW*^ 


mdfo^tirtit  hrtA ;]     Whhhorrott-ahi«,  tt4«ad»  of 

-  -'-      flut    0      .  ^  ,      ^  IbmiA 
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Medufa  with'  Gof gonian  terror  guards 
The  foiti,  arid  of  itfelf  the  water  fliea 
All  tafte  of  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 
The  lip  of  Tantalus.    Thus}  roving  on 
In  confus'd  march  forlorn,  th'  adventrous  fcajida  61$ 
With  ihudd'ring  horror  pale,  and  eyes  aghaftj ;f 
View'd  firft  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 
No  reft :  through  many  a  dark  and  dreary  vale   * f 
They-pafs'd,  and  many  a  region  dolorous, 
O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp,  €zo 

Rock$,caws,kkcs,^s,bogs,dais,aiJdihade<of  de#hf 
A  univerfe  of  death,  which  God  by  curfe; 
^  Created  evil,  for  eril  only  good,  r< 

Where 

Should  ix  mev   &tfen'd  at  the  fce»  all  tbefa  inonfiers  in  HeB% 

,  monfeous  fight,  imitation  of  VirgU,  J&a.  VI.  287, 

Altonyiiiuige,iaot«Mlnightf  belloa  Lerna 

Broome.     Honfcndum  ftridetis,  fifcurfqi* 
So  frightful  a  creature  is  imf  f*o-  armata  Chimsera, 

J>erly  feign'd  by  our  poet  to  guard      Gorgones  &fr.    ' 
v  this*  water.    And  befides  of  itfelf    Quiriquagmta  atris  imitttfcb  hiatw 
the  water  fibs  their  t*Jie,  and  fervct  bus  Hydra.  *  rer.  576. 

only  to  tantatetthem.    Thh  is  a  Xafl&  has  likewife  given  them  a 

fine  allegory  to  (how  that  there  is  pfe^  ^  j^  defcription  of  Hell,  or 

no  forgctfulnefs  in  Hell.    Memory  j*^  ^  ^^^  yirgil's  deiirip. 

makes  a  part  of  the  pumfement  of  ^  Cant.  4.  St.  c. 
the  damn'd,  and  reflexion  but  in-      _  N      .„  T  .    M     . 

*  creafes  their  mifery.  4to  «lk  unmtnde  Arpie  vedre- 

628.  Gor&ns,  and  Bfdn!*f  and    «Ceataurit  e  Sfingj,  e  paffide  Gor* 
Qrim*ra*idir$.]Ovt  author"        gbnJ,&V# 

TThort 
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Where  alUKfi'dibydeai^Kvei,  and  nature  breeds, 
Perverfe,  all  tttoflftrdiis,  >a1I  prodigious  things,      625 
Abominable,  iriutterthle;  /aijd'ttorfe 
a^han fifcJesiytfhaVe felgn'd,  <rfJfear conceiv'd, 

^Oorgons,  tfndH$lra?9;  and  X?himaeraJs  dire. 

*M*m  #hitor4he  Adtfarary'  of-  God  and  Mat*.  ' 
Batah  Witfr  though*  indfcriYd  of'higlieft  defign,  630 
Putt  oft  IWHTWings,  arfdtdwWfds  Ac  gates  of  Hell 
fcxptonestfns  ftlitary  flight  j  lbmetimes 
ifc  fcours  the  tight  hand  coaft,  fometunes  the  left, . 
ttftptf-tfftives  whh  tenel  wing  the  deep,  then  foara  '.. 
Up  to*  the^iery  comeave  towring  high»      <  63  $ 

'As  when  far  off  atica.avfieet.jdefcry'd 

j  ••'V/  Hangs 

'J  ''*fii&e"toeie  C4*no*s  foul  and      .636.  Jtiuhen/arUfatfeakcl 
4oathfome rout,  Satan  towing* high  is  here  corn- 

There  Sphiages,  Centaurs,  there  •  par  d  to  a  fleet  of  Indiamen  difco- 
iy«re  Gordons  /ell,  -Ter'd  at  a  diftance,   as  it  were* 

'  There  howling-  ScyUa's,  yawllng  ,bajgingin  the  cltudt,  as  a  fleet  at  a 
;  roundabout  .diftance  feetns  to  do.    This  is  the 

.  &!r'£itf¥R,&rPc>>ts  ^8»  taere  fev'n'   whole  of  the  comparison;  bi.i-    as 
TBOJM&fl  Hydra's  yftU,  .  Dr.  Pearce  "obftrvesj  Milton  k  nis 

Chnnxra  there    fpues,  fire    and   Jimilitudes  Jas  is  the  fafiice  of 
'  '  brfmftone  ouir.;'  Fairfax:  •         Hornet  and  Vkgfl  too)  after  he  has 
■  nJ*  1^  ^w  w»-»  ».'•.  liiim,  Jhow'd  the  common  refemblance, 

^^§4-  AfWjfciw*  ***VA  liwbvring  fences ;  which  have  no  other  rela- 

tbidtep,]  VirgjjEnvV.  217.  tion  to  the  companion,  than  that 

•J|fe^Ji»%«Htim,cekm*<^  it  gave  him  the  hint,  and  as  it 

commovet  ala*.  were  fet  fire,  to  the  train  of  Kb 

*    i  S  a                       imaginatidtts 
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Hahgs  in  the  clonds,  by  eqttiilbdli&L  winds "''  h- 
Clofe  failing  froml3engala,.or  the  ilea     '<■'■ 
Of  Ternate  and  Tidore,  wfiettce  toerchaht*<btfog 
Their  fpicy  drags:  they'd** 'dfe  ttadiiig*  flood  i    644 

Through  the  wide  Ethiopiah  t6  the  Cape  J- )  

Ply  /lemming  nightly  tow'ard  the  pole;  SofanTd 

Far 

imagination.  But  Dr.  Bendey  afks,  tlutt  b  try  night  they  tail  nertfe- 

why  a  /**  when  a  firft  rate  man  ward,  and  yet  (as  Dr*  Pearce  fays) 

of  war  would  do?  And  Dr.  Pearce  by  day  thick  fleet  Jtoay-  be  dtftryd 

anfwers,   Jiecaufe  a   fleet  gives  a  banging  in  the  clouds.    So  famdfar 

nobler  hmtge  dian  a  Angle  fhip.  0^  /Ar  fipng  Fiend:    Dr.  Bendey 

And  it  is  a  fleet  of  Indiamen,  be-  aiks,  whom  Satan  appeared  to  /or 

caufe    comidff   from   (O  long    a  *#  in  this  his  filitmy  Jtighi?   But 

voyage  it  is  the  fitter  to  be  com-  what  a  cold  phlegmatic  piece  of 

'par'd  to  Satan  in  this  expedition;  critkifin  is  this?    It  may  be  ami* 

and  thefe  exotic  names  (as  Dr.  Bent-  fwer'd,  that  he  was  feen  by  the 

ley  calls  them)  give  a  Ms  vulgar  Mufe,  and  would  have  feem'd  (9 

catt  to  the  fimilitude  than  places  in  to  any  one  who  had  feen  hinu 

Our  own  channel  and  in  our  own  Poets  often  freak  in  thi*  maimer* 

feas  would  have  done.    This  fleet  and   make   tnemfelvos  and  their 

•  is  defcribM,   by  wgmmtSki  winds,  readers  prefent  to  the  moft  retir'd 

the  trade- winds  blowing  about  the  fcenet  of  action, 

equinoctial,  tkfifmiing,  and  there-  :         , 

fore  more  proper  to  be  compared  °45-    ***  **™ci  **>r'*fil*    tb$ 

to  a  fingte  perfon,  /torn  %/a,  a  r  . ,      {*»  \  1  Thc  V**  ***  nine 

kingdom  and  city  to  the  Eaff  Indies  ***  aw^pUtes,  nine  luungs  1  as 

fabfea  to  the  great  Mogul,  w  tbt  Hoper  "**  the  other,  poets  make 

iks  efttrmitt  and  TO&,  two  of  th^ir  herpes  midds,  to^eferad 

the  Molucca  Hands  in  the  Eaft  In-  «>venngs  of  vanow  materials  for 

dian  fea,   «**««  titohdm  bring  Je  greater  Arcngth :    Ovid.  Met, 

ihtir  fpitj  drugs*  the  meft  famous   **"*•*•  .  ,  

fcioe*  are  brought  from  thence  bv     j; ^j  aommtis  Opttmafitft 

tkDutehimoEiiropew^wrf/  Ajai^     j^  ^      ~ 

ir&dtjfgjtoodi  as  the  winds  are  calPd  '    ••'<•.•  - 

.  tr&dt  winds*  fo  he  calls  the  flood  6^j.^ifnf^^d*Whbcirklhtg^k^] 

trading,  through  f&e  *widt  Ethiopian  iK&ttfed,  paled  m  a*few#re.     So 

lea  /*  /ir  Op  of  Good  Hope,  /£  the-Wottl  u  ufed  in  SpenferV  INM* 

Jt$mm*g    mgktlj  tffwsrd  vh   fob,  /***/>•*     •'•         *  -••  •    -  »u'  • 

And 
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Bdoklf.      PARADISE  LO*T. 


Mi- 


Far  off  the  flying  Fiend;  at  kft  appear 
Hell  bounds  high  reaching  to  the  horrid  roof* 
And  thrice  threefold  the  gates  j  three  lipids  were  brafs, 
Three  iroo>  tfcwe  of  ajfanaantio  rock,  646 

Impenetrably  Igipal'd-MWth  circling  fice, 
YetwHFiflfam'iL   Btfarc  the  gates  there  fet 
i&H  On 


Attd  tow*5  about,  fear  wodt  Jb* 

dfcv*rifa&  ' 
With  a  >mip  ^border  wrought  of 
■**  fandry  floweas* 

'Si1-     «         r  r 

frls  ce*WnoiriyappHed*>thaikiad 
if^exduiltee,  when  a  pale  or  Jhke 
isdfta*  ttaragh  a  mlefador'a 
tody.  And  perhaps  Milton  (at 
Mr.  Thyer'ttdds)  might  take  .the 
lilt  of  *hi»  j&cuinfara  from  has 
ftvorite  nrmaaoesy  where  one  fre- 
jpmlp '  meet*  with  the  gates  >of 
inchanted  caftte*  thas  impaNnnith 
4$&k*g  fin.  Spenfer  >al(p  ia  his 
defcription  of  the  hmde  of  B«fy~ 
rane.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  5.  Cant,  u. 
St.  2t. 

fiat  in  the  porch  that  did  mem 

fore  amate 
A  flaming  fire,  yndxt  with  food* 

dry  fipoke  &c. 

-  648.  —  Beforttbt  gain  Hun  fat 
|pc.]  Here  begins  tfce  famous  al- 
legory of  Milton,  which  is  a  fort 
of  paraphrafe  on  that  text  of  the 
Apoftle  St.  Jamas,  L  1$.  Tken 
*&**  Luft  bmtk  emctwed  it  bringctb 
JwtbSbh  *ndS'm<wbenit  iifimiJUd 
'tringctbfirtl?  Dtatb.  The  firft  part 


of  the  allegory  fays  only,  that  Sa- 
tan's intended  voyage  was  dange* 
rous  to  his  being,  and  that  he  re* 
fialyed.  however  to  venture. 

Ricbardfo*; 

The  flight  of  Satan  to  the  gates  of 
Hell  is  finely  imaged.  I  have  al- 
ready declared  my  opinion  of  the 
allegory  concerning  din  and  Death, 
which  is  however  a  very  finifh'd 
piece  in  its  kind,  when  it  is  not 
considered  as  a  part  of  an  epic 
poem.  The  genealogy  of  the  fe- 
vexal  perfons  is  contrived  with 
great  delicacy;  Sin  is  the  daughter 
.of  Satan,  and  Death  the  ofspring 
,©f  Sin.  The  inceftuous  mixture 
between  Sin  and  Death  produces 
thofe  monitors  and  Hell-hounds, 
which  from  time  to  time  enter  into 
their  mother,  and  tear  the  bowels 
of  her  whp  gave  them  birth. 
Thefe  are  the  terrors  of  an  evil 
conference,  and  the  proper  fruits 
of  Sin,  wjiich  naturally  rife  from 
the  apprehenfipns  of  Death.  This 
laft  beautiful  moral  is,  I  think, 
clearly  formated  in  the  fpeech  of 
Sin,  where  complaining  of  this  her 
djeadful  iifue,  me  adds, 
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Sefol* 
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On  either  fide  a  formidable  fhapc.u    ,   .' 

The  one  fecni'd  -woman  to  the.vfgfo}  *gd„  fiwr*  6jft  j 

But  ended  ibul ia  many  a  fcaly  fcld 

Voluminous  and.vafl^  a  Jfiwpent  arm'4 

With  mortal  ftiagi  abawt  l^**ud#©>tfap&, 

A. 


Before  mine  eyes  m  oppotkion  fits 
Grim  Death  my  fon  and  foe,  who 

*  *  fets  them  on, 
And  me  his  parent  would  rati  foon 

*  devour 
For  want  of  other  prey)  hut  that 

he  knows 
His  end  with  mine  involved, 

I  heed  not  mention  to  the  reader- 
the  beautiful  circumfhmce  in  the. 
laft  part  of  this  quotation.  He 
will  likewife  obferve  how  naturally 
the  three  perfons  concerned  in  this 
allegory  are  tempted  by  one  com- 
mon iLtereft  to  enter  into  a  confe- 
deracy together,  and  liow  properly 
Sin  is  made  the  portrefs  of  Hell, 
and  the  only  being  that  can  open 
the  gates  to  that  world  of  tortures. 
The  defcriptive  part  of  this  alle- 
febry  is  lifrewife  very  ftrong,  and 
full  of  fablime  idea*,  lite  ngure 
of  Dtath,  the  regal  crown  upon 
his  head,  his  menace  of  Satan,  his 
advancing  to  the  combat,  the  oat- 
cry  at  his  birth,  are  circumftances 
too  noble  to  be  paft  over  in  fifcnee, 
and  extremely  {uitable  to  this  king 
tf  terrors.  I  need  not  mention  the 
juftnefs  of  thought  which  is  ob- 
ferved  in  the  generation  of  thefe 
feveral  fyraboHcal  perfons  $  that 
Sin  was  produced  upon  the  firft 


revolt  of  Sfctan,  th*t  Death  ap- 
peared foon  after  be  was  caft  into 
HaH,  an&^t^tesrop  of  cp^« 
fcience  were  ^oncei vea  at  th^  gate 
oE  this  place  of  torments.  Thft 
defariptiottHof  the*ga*%»  v«^  poe- 
tical, as  the  opening  oif  them  is  fall 
of  inhtfa^Hb"'  J4*fa. 

Bat  tho1  Mr.  Addifon  ceftfr**  this; 
famous  allegpry,  as  improper  for 
an-  epie  poem;  yet  Bifcofr  Attet* 
bnry,  wfcbfe  tafte  ia  poHtrlittera- 
ture  wasr-now-qiwifoon'd,.  Urn/ft 
to  be  mueh  more  affe£edwi*Mfcia  » 
than  *nypart  of  the  poem?  aa*| 
think  we  may  collaa  from  <me  of 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Pope.  "  J*  r*i 
"  torn  j%ou  your  Mikoa,  fays  He^ 
"and  — — -  Lpcoteft  Jo  ypu,  thia 
"  laft  perufal  of  him  has  given 
"  me  iuch  new  degrees,  I  will 
'«*  not  fay  of  pleafiure,  but  of  adt 
"  miration  and  aftontflimeat,  thajt 
«<■  J  loot  upon  the  fublimity  of 
"  Homer  and  the  makfty .  of,  V  ir- 
"  gil  with  fomewhat  lefs  reverence 
"  than  I  us'd  to  do.  I  -challenge 
"  yoa,  with  all  your  partiality* 
"  to  (how  me  in, the  firftof  theie, 
"  any  thing  equal  to  the  allegory 
"  of  Sin  and  Deatfc,  cittoerL4s  to>- 
"  the  grcatnefs  andjuftnc&of  the 
"  invention,  or  die  highth  aa4> 
«*•  bqauty  of  the  coining, .  What  £ 
"  looke4 
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A  cry  of  Hell  bQundsjfrWer  onafing  bark'd 

^HhwiddGcrbcBeaDCWfthB full  loud^and rung  655- 

A  hideous  j>cal }  jet,  whenfthey  lijft,  would  creep^      , 

If  ought  difturb'd  their  ifetffe,  into  hex  womb, 

And  kennel  there,  ytt  then*  ftiil  bark'd  an4  howl'd, 

Within, 

•t-loofai  upon  at  *  fiat  of  Bar*  Yet  did  her  fece,  and  former 

"-row's/  I  now  begin  to  think  a  parts  profefi 

"  ferioos  truth,  and  caaU  almo*  A  fair  young  maitofc  full  o£ 

*  venture  to  fet  ray  hand  to  it,  comely  glee; 

•     -     ■  Bat  all  her  hinder  parts  did, 

luec qmamqne leget,  tantnm.ee*  plain  expreft 

cunfe  putmbit,  A  «©*&»,„  dtteM,  foil  of  fcar- 

Meomdea*ranas,  Virginian  cu*  fuluglineft. 

;  \  Ji0*fc  The  addition  of  the  Hen  hounds 

ZliSSdfosZi**   fon^g^Ue^^Smtl 
h^»*Ufrda»d*g^up<»  fb^ltHefiod-.EcWdnafadV 

^J^&^'rt^^'  fcXd  half-woman  and  half-fer- 

ftgyg»«fcfr«,feeips  tq  be  an  u»r  ^     Swjrfer.,    OH**, 

provement  upon  that  thought  in  P*"1  "•  wcu  "*  0iw,uer ■•   *neug, 

BflfiWt,  De  Art,  Poeu  4.  298- 

*%_r  -*  •     t  ..      t    *     -r  *V"  fw  «Wa  •hu0iriln» 

8ftj!!  p  • e    "  ;     9n*°^  m***rmib 

And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  .  '"  ™  H*if^ ..  .. 

author  might  hare  in  mind  too  *5**  A  fP  V  „!? £"*£  T"" 

Spenfer's  lefcription  of  Error  in  .     *«>f  *«"*  4,  Dr.  Bendey 

the  mbt'd  fliape  of  a  woman  and  f**]?-£5M  <  F'££f*'  **?• 

a  ferpent,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i.  C.  i.  *?  *****  «7<>f  HeU-hounds  u 

g^    *             '   ^*  of  much  the  lame  poetical  ftamp  as 

.  \ .     •  Virgil's  **u*t  filiates  tt  cJtra  canum 

Half  like  a  forpsat  horribly,  dif-  <u»V,  wEn.  IV.  1 32.  where  what  is 

■  -•  pby'd,  proper  to  the  «w*  is  laid  of  the 

But  A*  other  half  did  woman's  vis;  as  here  what  is  proper  to  the 

fliapcretain,  lie.  Hell-htumis  is  faid  of  the  try.    We 

. :  1.  have  the  fame  way  .of  fpeaking  in 

Ami  aferfhe  image  of  StatdM,  VI,aia.  VII,  66,  and  elfewhere. 

Bv6f«A6v,8fciWv             -  Puret, 

s  4  660.  r«*y 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Within  tinftfcn.  '  Rtfleife  abhorred  tfttn  &eft         * 

^ciM  fiesta  bathing  ih  the  fea  ifcat  pu&  *$6* 

Cdabria  from  the  feoatfc  Trinacrian  fliore  t  -  ' 

Jior  u#icr:ftttbto  tbe^htJhag,  i*hen  ca^4 

In  fecret,  riding  through  flic  airfhe  donie$>  '  r 

Lur'd  wkh  the  foiell  of  into  blood,  to  dance 

HTfih  Lapkitid  Witched  *W|e  the  tob^fr  toioon  i&6| 

EclipfiM  at  tJieir  charms.    The  other  ftape, 

If  (hape  k  might  be  otil'd  that  lhape  had  nooe    <  \ 

P^ftingiiHteftde  in  meifilter,  jobvorlimtL 

J   "    . '  • '   *  '  Or 

66q.  Vifi  Scylla  hatting  h  th  SfcyHa  Yenfc>  medfcye  tw*: 

fo]  For  Circe  having  poi-  *     fcenderat  alvo;                    ;.f  > 

Ibn'd  that  part  of  the  fea  where  Com  fua  foatari  latra*tibmn  |^» 

Scylla  ufed  to  badie,  the  next  time  *    guina  monftrit  '  -      '  ■           -> 

Scylla  bathed,    her   lower   part?'  Atyititv  tfti  ftiflk>^*ott  cuedev 

were  changed  into  dogs>  in  /Ar  yfc*  corporis  Uhtt   *"  *■»;■■•      ■  *, 

that  farts  Calabria*  the  faitheft  gflc  foi  partes,  tefttgitfe,  airi|i^ 

part  ofltaty  towafcb  the  Mediter-  yie,  timetcjue  *                  <aa 

rancan,  from  tb*  Imarje'  Ttinacria*  ipra  proterva  canum;  fed  300s  fu- 

Jhr\   that  it  from  Siqty,  which  ]p^  attrahit  una. 

was  formerly  called  Trinacria  rrom'  $t  corpus  quasrens  femorum,  era-* 

its  three  promontories  lyine  in  the  rumcmcj,  pecluiiNjue,            *"y 

form  of  a  triangle:   and  wis  ftiore  Certiereos  rteliis  pro  partibus  in-J 

may  wjell  be  called  Awryfe  not  only  venii  ilus.          '  •                 4 

by  reafon  of  a  teiripeftuQcte   fea  Statque  canum  rabies  1  &bje&§~ 

breaking  upon  it,  but  liktwife  pn  '    que  terga  ferarum      : 

account  ot  the  noifes  oocafion'd  Inguuiibov  trandt  uteroqoe  t&- 

by  the  eruptions  of  mount  j£tna;  l  .  ftante  -cohawent,  n  ~?«v 

and  dtf  number  of 'rtfcdjri^  The  C^ W,  «»*f*r  in  MiltofTli 

wy  well  exprefc  the  hoarfcefs  of.  laW    after  Ac  Or&mHam  $ 

it    You  have  the  ftory  of  Scyll*  ^jj  '    .                                 .  -  T 

i*  the  beginning  of  the  14th  boolc  H" 

pf  Ovtcft    Mctamorphofis,    yet.  *Sf.  —  theUM*$wbo*$  The 

59.  6V."                                '  Ancients  believed  the  moon  gfcady. 

..   :  a|feac4 
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Or  fubfonoe  rofebtj*  cajl'd  that  ihadow  ieem'd, 

JM  each  feem'd  either  >  bkek  it  ftood  as  Night,    6/# 

Fierce  as  too,  Furies,  terrible  as  Hell, 

And  fhfcolt  a  dreadful  dart*  what  feem'd  Ids  head 

The  likeneftriof;  a.&ingly  crown  had  on* 

Satan  wap  now  at  hand,  and  from  his  feat 

Thfe  monfter  mofnbg  onward  came  as  faft  67 g 

With  horad  Arkkfcy  Hctt  trembled  as  heftrode. 

Th*  undaunted  Fieqd  what  this  might  be  adrair'd, 

Admir'd,  wtfJew'di  GodandhisSoncKcept,      . 
*  •  1  Created 

aftftevl  by  aftgifcal  Ffflfces  t  and  670.— AM  itft$odas  Night,  &c?] 

die  Latin  peets  call  tke  eclipfes  of  Like  the  ghoft  defcribed  in  Homer, 

ttenxx*  JaJ»rtsl*m*+i  Thethxee  Od/CXLoo^ 

foregoing  lines,  and  the  former  ~W wwv*1'W**c* 

Pfrf  *•  contain*  fcort  account  F||/[4r^  Tfg„  f;^  ^  WJ  ^ 

bt  what  was  once  other  d,  and  in  ^^f  y^r 

J*ifroo>s  time  not  fo  ridiculous  as  4^  mM^m%  «,«  0*Aiar7/- 

Richardfon.  '   «onc«#(« 


'666\  fifc  */&r  >&#*  &c]  Thh  Gloomy  as  night  he  muds,  in  aft 

poeqea^  defcription  pf  Death  our  to  thro* 

atfjtnof*  has  pretty  eyklendy  bor>  Th*  aereal  arrow  from  the  twang*  * 

rowedfrqnj  Spenfer.  Fairy  Queen,  tog  bow.        Broome. 

$  7,  tantJ  7.  St.  46.  ^  _  God  and  his  Son  except, 

jtatoftar  all  came  Life,  and  laflrjr  Created  thing  naught  valued  he  nor 

Death,                        w  Jhmtfd{\  This  appears  at 

fteadLvritb  moft  grim  and  grifly  firfl  fight  to  reckon  God  and  hit 

vifage  ten,  Son  among  created  things,  but  **-, 

"ijjlSi  nought  but  parting  qf  «£/  is  ufed  here  with  the  fame  li- 


ie  breath,  4  bcrty  as  hut  ver.  133  and  336,  and 

He  ought  to  fee,  but  like  a  fhade    Milton  has  a  like  pafiage  in  hit 

to  ween,  profe  works,  p.  277.  Edit,  Tol, 

•Un1>oHiedr  unfiml'd,  unheard,  on-    A*  place  in  Heaven  and  Earth*  ex~ 

+'<    >e«j  (flyen    *  ~c*(tH*llm—m  Richaidfon.* 

•*"'*%  683,  —  /^ 
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14$  JfrAK&BtL-SEr  La&Tl     Book  III 

Created  tiring  nought  valued  he  toorlbiim'ti}       -  ' 
And  with  dtfdmfollobk  thus  firft  began.  68^ 

Whence  and  wbfct  art  thou,  execrable  Aapfcf 
Thatdar-ft;  though  grim  and  terrible,  advancft 
Thy  mifcreated  front  athwart  my  way 
To  yonder  -gate3? '  through  them  I  mean  to  pafi, 
That  be  affur'd;  without  leave  afk'd  of  thee;      62 f 
Retire,  or  taftfe  thy  folly*,  and  learn  by  proof, 
He^born,  not  to  contend  with  SpiVits  of  Heaven, 

To  whom  the  goblin  fell  of  wrath  reply'.d. 

Art  thou  that  traitor  Angel,  art  thou  He, 

Who  firft  broke  peace  in  Heav'n  and  faith,  till  &fen 

Unbroken,  and  in  proud  rebellious  arms  691. 

Diew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'n's  fons 

Gomur'd  againfl:  the  Higjheft,  for  which  both  thoa 

And 

685/— —  mi/created]  Wc  have  I  mean  not  thee  intreat 

t*fcn  told  that  Milton  firft  coin'cl     To  pafs*  bat  mauger  thee.  w2l 
the  word  mf created,    hut  Spenfcr  pafs,.  or  die.     Jorti*. 

R  k  Cant  2.  St.  3.  of  ^y,  ^   A% 

Eftfoou  he  UK*  ^t  mjcreated  opimon,  as  we  noted  before,  groun. 

*»•  ded  on  Rev.  XII.   3,  4.  *MV  « 

jmd  B.  2.  Cant.  7,  8t.  42.  great  red  dragon  —  and  bis  tail  drew 

Jtor  mortal  fteel  empierce  his  mf-  **>*  third  part  $f  the  fare  of  Heaven 

created  mold.     Bentley.  a*4  cofi  tbim  *•  'he  **rth. 

*  6g4.  —  through  them  I  mean  to  693.  Cotjur'dagawft  {be  Higbejl,\ 

pafs,  &c.J    Spenfer,    Fairy  Banded  and  lea£u*d  together  ar 

Qjje*n,  B.  3.  Cant.  4.  St.  15,  gainft  the  moft  Hj  fa  Of  the  I*atua 
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And  they,  outcaft  from  God,  are  here  pondemn\J 
Tj)  wafte  eternal  days  in  woe  and  gain  ?  695 , 

And  reckon' ft  thou  thyfelf  with  Spirits  of  Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd,  and*  breath  ft  defiance here and  fcon*. 
^Where  I  reign  kingi  and  to  enragp  thee  more* 
Thy  ki«g  a^d  ^4?  Back  .to,  thy  puniihment, 
Fglfo  fugitive*  and  to  thy  fpecd  add  wing&         jqqx 
Left- with  a-wljip  of  fcorpjions  I  purfue 
Thy  lingrjqg^  qc  with  one  ftroke  of  this  dart 
Strange  horror  feifc  thee*,  and  pangs  unfek  before* 

So  fpake  the  grifly  terror,  and  in  fhape, 
Sgt  ippaking  ***<*  (o  threatning,  grew  tenfold        705 
More  dreadful  and  deform:  on  th' other  fide 
Incens'd  with  indignation  Satan  Hood 
yn$e#ify'd,  and  like  a  comet  burn'd, 

tomvrart  to  bind  one  another  by  himfelf  a  Spirit  of  Heaven.    Corn- 
path  to  be  true  and  faithful  in  a  de-  pare  ver.  687  with  Ver.  696. 
figa  undertaken,  Pearee* 
Et^«r^coelumrefcinderefra-  .708  .-and  Me  a  comet  W^c]  , 
'  Wy      -y ir^Georg.  I.  280.  ™*  ancient  poets  frequently  com- 
ucb.         » «£          ¥w„0  0u  pare  a  hero  in  his  Aiming  armour 

Non  fecn*  ac  liquida  fi  quando 

*  697.  Hrlldoornd,]  As  Satan  had  n0£e  comttx 

caTkd  Death  Hell-lorn,  ver.  687,      Sanguinei  lugubre  rubent 

Death  returns  it  by  calling  Satan  • 

»_#/  a^u  But  this  comet  is  fo  large.as  to  fir* 

700.  FMfugitive^  tic  is  here  tbelengtbof^  conftellation  O^, 

calkd/^/bccanfc  he  had  called  dw  or  Angmjenens,  or  Serpcnta- 
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I|«  PA  ft  Ab  I S  E4/aSY/    Bade  kj 

That  fires  the  length  of  OphiiicHtiU  hfrge" 


V.  *. 


In  th'  arftfcfty,  and  from  hislfcrVW  hair  '  yiQ 
Shakes  pe&ierice'iria  WaiVK  Ei$raf  &6  hea»* r  ^  '* 
LcvcPii  Ms  deadfy^irin  their  tefal^iids  ^  r-H 
Nofecond  ffroke  intend;  and^ha*6wn  l  r:  ^^ 
JEach  caft  at  th' otter*  as  w&tt'fewo&fadt  dotf&^'l 
.With  Heav^nYattlllery  fraught;  edh*  tettfi»|  «m**>* 
Over  the  Cafpian,'  thfcn  frand  fronts  front  :  *  ^6 
Hovering  a  fpace,  till  winds  the  fignal' Mow  — ->£A 
To  join  their  dark  encounter  in  midair:  r  *'  -'<-'* 
So  fio^d  the  tai&hty  combatants,  &at  Hell       ^ 

Grew 

rius  as  it  is  commonly  &$%  a     As  when  a  comet  far  and  wkk 
length  of   about  40  degrees,    in  defcried, 

j&araicjky,  or  the  northern  he-      In  fcorn  of  Phoebus  inidft  bright 
mifphere,  and  from  Us  horrid  hair  Heav'n  doth  mine,     '  * 

jbftk*  pftilenee  and  war.     Poetry  And  tidings  fad  of  death  ttnfe 

delights  in  omens,  prodigies,  and  mifchief  brings 

fuch  wonderful  events  as  were  ftp-         To  mighty  lords,  to  monarch*, 
pofed  to  follow  upon  the*  appear-  and  to  kings.       FairfitxT 

ance  of  comets,  echpfes,  and  the 

like.  We  have  another  inftance  7*4-  — **  ^iwr  *u»  block  cfafa 
of  this  nature  in  I598.  and  Taffo  .  w^^  ^  is  Wghly  probably 
in  the  fame  manner  compares  Ar-  tn*'  Milton  took  the  hint  of  this 
gantcs  to  a  comet,  and  mentions  n°ble  fimile  from  one  of  the  ftme 
the  like  fatal  effeds,  Cant.  7.  St.  ca.  fort  "I  Bo^o's  Orlando  InantiM 
'  >  fato,  tho'itmuftbeown^dthat  hS 
Qual  con  le  chtame  fanguinofe   has  excelled  the  Italian  moch/txidr 

horrende  in  the  variety  of  its  circumfUnces, 

bplccder  cometa   fuel  per  Tana    and  the  propriety  of  its  appHca- 

adufta,  tion.    Boiardo  is  defcribiog^i  cnr 

i-ne  1  regni  jnuta,  e  1  Fen  morbi    counter  betwixr  Orlando  his  hero 

.***««■.  .       ..  r    -   -f         ^^e  Tartar  king  Agncane,an4 
A  *  purpurei  urarmi  mfaufta  luce,    begins  it  thus,  B.  1   C  16      *      ^ 
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JtoofcKr     PARADISE;  hQBX  H9 

Grew  darker  f*  their  frown,  fo  njatc&d  they  ftpod> . 
For.Jiever  but; jopce.nwre  was  either  like  jzi: 

To  meftfr  great-a;foe^  and  nowgre^t  deeds 
Had  been  achieve ,  whereof  all  HeU  had  rung* 
Had  net  tjbefnaky  forjcereis  that. lat 
Fauvb?  He»  0i*e,  and  kept  the  fatal  key,  71$ 

RjsUb  and  with  hideous  out<*y  ruuYd  between. 

O  Father,,  what  intends  thy  hand,  flie  cry'd,      <•. 
Againft  tfcyr  onty  Son  ?  What  fury',  O  Son, 
Pofleffes  thee  to  ben$  that  mortal  dart  729 

Againft  %  Father's  head?  and  know'ft  for  whom* 

*<* 

8e  ▼ta»e<iiifianc  m»  fccntjv  Of  as  when  donds  together  cndKA 

duatoni  andbruifed, 

Da  Imnte  aPoneate  al  cid  di-  Poor  down  a  tempeft  bjr  the  C& 

vcrfo'  *                  .  ,      ^  /i>*foore.  t 

v  Cgfi  pwio  •toar  quel  diia  ba-       ?22  ^  ^^  tf  fo§^  jefut 

p    nwu.        V^ir.      V(  .,  Chrift  who  (as  it  follows  ver.734.) 

*T\t  — Jiea^ns artifl*j\ Thutt-  will  one  day  deftroy  both  Death 

der  jW  Sat.  XIII.  Qi  and  Mm  that  has  the  power  of  dtaib 

"  '                           #            .  thai  is  the  Devil,  Hcb,  II.  14. 
Qffifcflldl  'babent  telornm  Itfma- 

^^Sfiftaiiaxceli.    //*«*.  ii&.*^mulkm*i>?jtfkr*ibom\*\ 

"    /  irL      *l    r~A:*~  1    That  Thefe  words  are  lead  with  a  few- 

^^00Z^££^L^bi  colon  in  Milton's    own   edition* 

fa>  ^-f^^'ofSJr  and  not  with  a  note  of  interroga- 

fcrwta^tcmpdb.    So  Horace,  ^  ^  ^  fpme  ^^   ^  ^ 

Wvflwfr*  meaning  is,  at  the  fame  time  that 

:*jjt\  f,j__ '^lon mate Cafthm  t^ou  kmweft  fir  whemi  Cum  noris 

•  '***Wto&  hwequales  proeell*  bene  cui  feci**  hoc ;  as  Dr.  Trapp 

iv>  fjfl^  _~  tranilates  it.     If  this  is  not  tli 

.  ia 'fiJMxt-  inTallb,  Cant.  6.  fenfe  ofthe  word,,  they  mull  be 
£fflf  3K*  **■  .*•»  rca^  ^^  a  noce  of  interrogation, 

8t3»-      *  ..  737,  ft 
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•  $6t  him.  wild  Sts  abote  knd  laughs'  the  white 
fttvthee  ordained  his  dfodgci  todrtctite 
Whatever  his  wraths  Which  he  cafls  jtfllicc,  :feids*  "- 
His  wrath/ Which  one  day  will  deftroy  yfe  both:  Jt 

She  fpake>  and  at  her  words  th6  hellifli  peft   yjfe 
forbore,  then  thefe  to'her  Satan retiirn'd. 

So  ftrafige  thy  outcry,  and  thy  ttdrds  fo  ftnmg** 
*ThoU  interpofeft,  that  toy  fudden  hand 
Prevented' fpares  to  tell  thee  yet  by  deeds 
What  it  intends;  till  firft  1  know  ttf  thee*  74O 

What  thing  thou  art,  dins  double-formed,  and  vfaf 
In"  this  infernal  vale  firfl:  met  thou  call'ft 
:]Vfc  Father,  atid  that  phantafm  call- ft  my  Soft} 
-I  know*  thee  not,  nor  ever  law  till  now 
Sight  more  deteftable  than  him  and  thee.  ^§ 

T'whom  thus  the  portrefs^f  Hell  gate  reply  9cU 

*Haft  thou  forgot  me  then,  and  do  Ifeetn 

^Now  in  thine  eye  fo  foul?  once  deemM  fo  fate     *% 

In  Heav'n,  when  at  th'affembly,  and  in  fight 

Of 

5^37.  SaJIrangi  thy  outcry,    and  So  ffoange  thy  ctatfciy,  <A&d  tty 

thy  ivords  fi  firanYe\    The  Pflorfa  (6  new. 

change  in  the  pofirion  of  the  words  How  fkt,  lifelefs,  aad  nnharmo- 

fi  flrmge  in  tail   verfe  has  a  pe-  nious,  compar'd  with  the  Common 

culiar  beauty  in  it,  which  Dr.  Bent-  reading  f 

'  ley1!  alteration  of  the  tester,  Jirepge  758.  Xhit^of'thy  bead  iforunt)  ] 

into  n*w  utterly  dtHroys.  Sin  is  rightly  made  to  ipting  ftut 

of 
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Of  all  theSeraplfrn  with dice  combined  750 

In  tx>ld  confpiwcy  agtirtftfH*avVs  king, 
All  oa  a  fudd^n  rtiferaWe  pain 
Suiprjs'd  thee,  dim  Abe  eyes,  and  dizzy  fwum 
..IiV  da^uiefs,  while  thy  head  flatties  thick  and  firft 
Threw  fortlv  till  on  the  left  fide  opening  wide,    7^5 
lijk)#to  thee  ia^ape  and  countenance  bright, 
Then  Ihiniijg  heav'nly  fair,  a'  Goddefs  arm'd 
Out  of  thy  head  I  fpnmg:  amazement  feis'd 
All  th'hoft  pf  Heav'n;  back  they  recoil'd  afraid 
At  firft,  and  call'd  xfte  Sin,  and  for  a  fign  76CJ 

Tortentous  held  me;  but  familiar  grown, 
I  plett'd,  and  with  attra&ive  graces  won 
The  moil  averfe,  thee  chiefly,  who  full  oft 
^Fhyfelf  in  me  thy  perfect  image  viewing 
^Bfcc^o'ft  ^namour'd,  and  fuch  joy  thou  took'ft  y$$ 
^With  me  in  fccret,  that  my  womb  conceived 
'A  growing  burden.    Mean  while  war  arofe, 
And  fields  were  fought  in  Heav'n  j  wherein  remain'*! 

o  <F<* 

of- the  bo*d  of  Satan,  a&WH3om   nerva  vulgarly  afcribed  t<?  Homer: 

or  Minerva  d|d  oat  of  Jnpiter's :   And  what  follows  feems  to  be  an 

and  Milton  defcribea  the  birth  of  hint  improv*d  upon  Minerva's  be- 

tthc  one  very  much  in  the  lame   ing  ravififd  foon  after  her  With 

'manner,  as  the  ancient  poets  have J  by  Vofcan,  as  we  may  learn  frota 

*Umt  of  the  other,  and  particularly   Lucian.  Dial  Vuktoi  6c  Jovis,  *c 

the  author  of «-  the  hymn  to  Mi-  -De  Dome 
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15*  WRADISB  hOSTi     ftx*B 

(For  what  could  eMa?)  to  ottr  timidity  km 
Clear  vidory,  to  our  part  loft  wdroni  jym 

Through  all  the  empprfen :  down  thqr  &S 
Driv'n  headlong  from  the  pMi  of  Ncwen,  down  . 
Into  this  deep,  and  in  the  gwmal  fidl 
J  alfoj  at  which  time  this  pow'rful  key 
into  my  hand  was  giv'n,  with  charge  to  keep    ff% 
Thefe  gates  for  ever  flint,,  which  none  on  pais 
Without  my  opening.    Pcnfive  here  I  4at 
Alone,  but  long  I  fat  not,  till  my  womb 
Pregnant  by  thee,  and  now  cweflivc  growa 
Prodigious  motion  felt  and  rueful  throes*  78^ 

At  laft  this  odious  ofspring  whom  thou  fceft 
Thine  awn  begotten,  breaking  violent  way 

To* 

771*  — -  tbi  mffrkm :]    It  h  Tkn*  is  J»  w*f  tf  febing;  tffe 

femewkat  remarkable  that  tbo'  the  difficulty,   unlefs  we  fuppofe  wlfla 

words  emtyrtml  and  em&rum  are  Dr.  Heyli*  that  the,  wor/  i^M^sV 

both  fpelt  in  the  fame  manner,  y4t  is  falfe  fpelt,  and  that  it  ount  to 

Milton  constantly  pronounces  **-  be  written  empyrial  tp*t««9-  jfc 

#>'«/  with  the  accent  upon  the  Greek,   and   the   other  mifjiimt 

'third  fyttabJe  from  the  end,  and  fft*w*/©-.  

tmfyria*  with  the  accent  upon  the  7  81).     brtmd&mg  Usf*tdd*ft\ 

fecond.    I  once  imagined  that  he  So  Virgil  of  Jsneas  going  to  tiff 

did  it  to  diftjnguiih  the  fubftantive  Tram,  JBn.  XII.  919. 

from  the  adjective;  but  I  find  one  Cnrthttrtl  /A*  Jal 

inftance  where  he  uies  the  word  rufcai 

.  tmfrrea*  as  an  adje&ive,  and  yet  J     ' 

{ives  it  the  fame  accent  as  when  789.  Frm*  all  her  cmves,  < 

e  makes  it  a  fubftantive,  X.  321.  refitmdtd]  An  imki 

The  confines  met  of  empyrean  Virgil*  jEu,  II.  fj.: 

Hm|m  Ib1<mhhmf 
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Tore  through  my  eirtrails,  that  with  fear  and  pain 
Biftorted,  all  my  nether  fhape  thus  grew 
Transform^ :  but  hef  my  iflbrtd  enemy  785 

Forth  iffued,  brandiflfblg  his  fttal  dart 
Made  to  deftroy :  I  fled,  and  cry'd  out  Death  % 
Hell  trembled  at  the  hideous  name,  and  figh'd 
From  all  her  caves,  and  back  refounded  Death. 
I  fled,  but  he  purfued,  (though  more,  it  fcems,  79a 
Inflated  with  luft  than  rage)  and  fwifter  far, 
Me  overtook  his  mother  all  difmay'd, 
And  in  embraces  forcible  and  foul 
Agendring  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 
Thefe  yelling  monfters,  that  with  ceafelefs  cry    79$ 
Surround  me,  as  thou  faw*ft,  hourly  conceiv'd 
*'  And 

Infonttere  cava,  gemitumque  dc-  only  Death  b  made  the  laft  word  in 

derc  cavern*.     Hume.  the  fentence,  uAEurydice  for  th* 

fake  of  the  verfe  the  firft.    There 

IJkJ  and  crfd  out  Death ■  and  is  the  like  repetition  in  Ed.  VI.  43* 

back  refounded  Death.    The  repeti-'  HJs  ^fo^    Hylan  nanta  quo 

tion  of  Death  here  is  a  beauty  ot  fontc  T^^am 

the  fame  kind  as  that  of  the  name  Qj^j  .  ut  Uttul>  Hyi^  Hj/af 

ct'Eurydhe  in  Virg^  Georg.  IV.  Qmnc  fonarct. 

525'  796.  __^,  as  tboufauPft,  ]   One 

J^<*voxifrfa«tfrigdaUBgua,    would  think  k  mould ^be  as  thou 
AkntfenmEurydicen,  animafu-  fitfix   but  we  muft  fappofe  that 
*.      eiente,  vocabat ;  now  at  thb  time  thefe  monftert 

^BwjMcen  toto  referebant  flumine    were  crept  into  her  womb,  and  lay 
^  "ripae:  there  unieen. 

J 
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And  hourly  born,  with  forrow  infinite 

To  me ;  for  when  they  lift,  into  the  womb 

That  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gnaw 

My  bowels,  their  repaftj  then  burfting  forth       8o# 

Afrefh  with  confcious  terrors  vex  me  round, 

That  reft  or  intermiffion  none  I  find. 

Before  mine  eyes  in  oppofition  fits 

Grim  Death  my  fon  and  foe,  who  fets  them  on, 

And  me  his  parent  would  full  foon  devour  805 

For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows 

His  end  with  mine  involved;  and  knows  that  I 

Should  prove  a  bitter  morfel,  and  his  bane, 

Whenever  that  ihall  be;  fo  fate  pronounced. 

But  thou,  O  Father,  I  forewarn  thee,  ihun        810 

His  deadly  arrow ;  neither  vainly  hope 

To  be  invulnerable  in  thofe  bright  arms, 

Though  tempered  heav'nly,  for  that  mortal  dint. 

Save  he  who  reigns  above,  none  can  refift. 

She  finifh'd,  and  the  fubtle  Fiend  his  lore       815 
Soon  learn'd,  now  milder,  and  thus  anfwer'd  fmooth. 

Dear 

800. fe  fate  pronounced.]  The    I.  5.  A/©-  J?  §t«A«ito  0*A».    Sic 

Heathen  poets  make  Jupiter  fupe-  fata  Deum  rex  fortitur,  volvitque 
rior  to  fate :  the  will  of  Jupiter  vices,  fays  Virgil,  JEn.  III.  37$. 
was  perform'd,  fays  Homer,  Iliad.   Et  fie  fata  Jovis  pofcuftt,  J£n.  IV. 

614. 
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Dear  Daughter,  fince  thou  clam' ft  me  for  thy  fire, 

And  my  fair  fon  here  fhow'ft  me,  the  dear  pledge 

Of  dalliance  had  with  thee  in  Heav'n,  and  joys 

Then  fweet,  now  fad  to  mention,  through  dire  change 

BefalTn  us  unforefeen,  unthought  of;  know        821 

I  come  no  enemy,  but  to  fet  free 

From  out  this  dark  and  difmal  houfe  of  pain 

Both  him  and  thee,  and  all  the  heavenly  hoft 

Of  Spi'rits,  that  in  our  juft  pretences  arm'd         825 

Fell  with  us  from  on  high:  from  them  I  go 

This  uncouth  errand  fole,  and  one  for  all 

Myfelf  expofe,  with  lonely  fteps  to  tread 

TV  unfounded  deep,  and  through  the  void  immenfc 

To  fearch  with  wand'ring  queft  a  place  foretold    830 

Should  be,  and,  by  concurring  figns,  ere  now 

Created  vaft  and  round,  a  place  of  blifs 

In  the  pourlieus  of  Heav'n,  and  therein  plac'd 

A  race  of  upftart  creatures,  to  fupply 

Perhaps  our  vacant  room,  though  more  remov'd,   835 

Left  Heav'n  furcharg'd  with  potent  multitude 

Might 

614.    Bat*  Milton  with  great  pro-  817.  Dear  Daughter,]  Satan  had 

pricty  makes  the  falTn  Angels  and  now  learned  bis  lore  or  lefTon,  and 

Sin  here  attribute  events  to  fate,  the  reader  will  obferve  how  art- 

without  any  mention  of  the  Su-  fully  he  changes  his  language;  he 

preme  Being,  T  z                                  had 
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156  PARADISE   LOST.      BookIL 

Might  hap  to  move  new  broils :  Be  this  or  ought 
Than  this  more  fecret  now  defign'd,  I  hafte 
To  know,  and  this  once  known,  fhall  foon  return, 
And  bring  ye  to  the  place  where  Thou  and  Death 
Shall  dwell  at  eafe,  and  up  and  down  unfeen      841 
Wing  filently  the  buxom  air,  imbalm'd 
With  odors;  there  ye  (hall  be  fed  and  fill'd 
Immeafurably,  all  things  fhall  be  your  prey. 

He  ceas'd,  for  both  feem'd  highly  pleas'd,  and  Death 
Grinn'd  horrible  a  ghaftly  fmile,  to  hear  846 

His  famin  fhould  be  filPd,  and  bleft  his  maw 
Deftin'd  to  that  good  hour :  no  lefs  rejoic'd 
His  mother  bad,  and  thus  befpake  her  fire. 

The  key  of  this  infernal  pit  by  due,  850 

And 

had  fakl  before,  ver.  745.  that  he  And  he  fhows  plainly  how  he  on- 
had  never  fen  fight  more  detefiablei  derftood  the  word  by  his  ufe  of  it 
but  now  it  is  dear  daughter,  and  in  his  Vww  of  thefiate  of  Ireland* 
myfairfon.  "  Thinking  thereby  to  make  them 

o       us*     n  ,/  *l  jl         •  i  "  morc  tra&able  and  buxtm  to  big 

842.  Wing  filently  the  buxom  att •,]  "government." 
Buxom,  as  when  we  fay  a  buxom        h 
L/s,    is    vulgarly    underftood   for       g  6    ^  ^.^        .     , 

E3L  JEST ^1%*        W  *■«»  p~f « 


air  by  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  1.      J    ' 

And  therewith  fcoorge  the  buxom  criwi. 

air  f©  fore. 

And 
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And  by  command  of  Heav'n's  all-pow'rfal  king 

I  keep,  by  him  forbidden  to  unlock 

Thefe  adamantin  gates?  againft  all  force 

Death  ready  ftands  to  inte;rpofe  his  dart, 

Fearlefs  to  be  o'ermatch'd  by  living  might.         8j£ 

But  what  owe  I  to  his  commands  above 

Who  hates  me,  and  hath  hither  thruft  me  down 

Into  this  gloom  of  Tartarus  profound, 

To  fit  in  hateful  office  here  confin'd, 

Inhabitant  of  Heav'n,  and  heav'nly-born,  860 

Here  in  perpetual  agony  and  pain, 

With  terrors  and  with  clamors  compafs'd  round 

Of  mine  own  brood,  that  on  my  bowels  feed  ? 

Thou  art  my  father,  thou  my  author,  thou 

My 

And  Starius  of  Tydeus,  Thebaid.        S55.  Ftarlefs  to  It  format eVd by 
VIII.  582.  living  might.]   In  fomc  edi- 

tions it  is  living  <wieit9  that  is  crea~ 
— -  formidabile  ridens.  turc>  ^d  we  navc  ]ivi„g  wight  be- 

*    ,  ^     t        r  ^  1.  1-    ^    «j  •      ^orc  vcr.  613 :  and  this  is  likewife 
And  Cowley  of  Goliah,  Davideis,   Dr    Bcndcy\  readi        fe  ^ 

"•  *"•  might,  fays  he,  would  not  except 

Th*  ttncircumcis'd  finil'd  grimly   even  God  himfelf,  the  ever-living 
with  difdain.  anc*  ^e  almighty.     But  God  him- 

felf muft  necetfarily  be  excepted 
AndasMr.Thyerobferves,Ariofto  here;  for  it  was  by  his  command 
and  Taflb  exprefc  it  very  prettily  that  Sin  and  Death  fat  to  guard 
thus,  Jfrramente  forrife  and  Sorrife  the  gates,  and  therefore  living  might 
amaramente.  But  I  believe  it  will  cannot  pofubly  be  underftood  of 
be  readily  allowed,  that  Milton  has  God,  but  of  any  one  elfe  who 
greatly  exceeded  diem  all,  jhould  endevor  to  force  aDaflage. 

T3  m.fk 
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My  being  gav'ft  me;  whom  fhould  I  obey  865 

But  thee,  whom  follow?  thou  wilt  bring  me  foon 
To  that  new  world  of  light  and  blifs,  among 
The  Gods  who  live  at  eafe,  where  I  fliall  reign 
At  thy  right  hand  voluptuous,  as  befeems 
Thy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end,       870 

Thus  faying,  from  her  fide  the  fatal  key, 
Sad  inftrument  of  all  our  woe,  (he  took; 
And  tow  ards  the  gate  rolling  her  beftial  train, 
Forthwith  the  huge  portcullis  high  up  drew, 
Which  but  herfelf,  not  all  the  Stygian  Powers     875 
Could  once  have  mov'd  $  then  in  the  key-hole  turns 
Th*  intricate  wards,  and  every  bolt  and  bar 

Of 


868.  The  Gods  <who  Vt<vt  at  eafe,'} 
Word  for  word  from  Homer,  0«o/ 
fHd,  £vQifl$s.  Bentley. 

*Tis  Sin  who  fpcaks  here,  and  flie 
fpeaks  as  an  Epicurean. 

Richard/on. 

87 1 .  Thus  faying,  from  her  fide  &c] 
It  is  one  great  part  of  a  poet's  art 
to  know  when  to  defcribe  things 
in  general,  and  when  to  be  very 
circumftantial  and  particular.  Mil- 
ton has  in  thefe  lines  fhow'd  his 
judgment  in  this  refpe&.  The  firft 
opening  of  the  gates  of  Hell  by 
Sin  is  an  incident  of  that  impor- 
tance, that,  if  I  can  guefs  by  my 
own,  every  reader's  attention  muft 
be  greatly  excited,  and  confequent- 


ly  as  highly  gratified  by  the  mi- 
nute detail  of  particulars  our  au- 
thor has  given  us.     It  may  with 
juftice  be  farther  obferved,  that  in 
no  part  of  the  poem,  the  verifica- 
tion is  better  accommodated  to  the 
fenfe.     The  drawing  up  of  the  port* 
cullis,    the   turning   of  the  key,  the 
fudden  fbooting  of  the  holts,  and  the 
fhing  open  of  the  doors  are  in  fame 
fort  described  by  the  very  break 
and  found  of  the  verfes.     Thyer. 
873.  And  tow  ards  the  gate  rolling 
her  heftial  train,"]  A  modern 
riming  poet  would  perhaps  have 
faid, 
And  rolling  tow'rds  die  gate  her 
beftial  train, 

and 
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Of  maffy  ir'on  or  folid  rock  with  cafe 
Unfaftens:  on  a  fudden  open  fly 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  found  880 

Th'  infernal  doors,  and  on  their  hinges  grate 
Harm  thunder,  that  the  loweft  bottom  mook 
Of  Erebus.    She  open'd,  but  to  fhut 
Excell'd  her  pow'rj  the  gates  wide  open  flood, 
That  with  extended  wings  a  banner'd  hoft         885 
Under  fpread  enfigns  marching  might  pafs  through 
With  horfe  and  chariots  rank'd  in  loofe  array; 
So  wide  they  ftood,  and  like  a  furnace  mouth 
Caft  forth  redounding  fmoke  and  ruddy  flame. 
Before  their  eyes  in  fudden  view  appear  $90 

The 

,       l  j  r„.  „»;*«■  •  feat  how   »f  Macbeth  remarks  that  this  ex- 

*■*  ?£*  Zi TwtL\ I  exprefs   preffion  is  copied  from  the  Hiftorjr 
much  better  doth  ^lwnsexprel     p  ^Y  w  ^ 

the  rolling  of  her/erPfntinect^tn/   °     of  the  knight,  approaches  the 
and  how  well  the  foundagrees  with   ^J™™*^  &  gates  „e 

the  fcnfc  !                         ,  ^y  t0  open  grating  harjh  thunder 

Harjh    thunder,}^ »°w     "lucli  ^ ^                    ^  ^  ^^ 

ftronger  and  more  poeucal  is  this  jj^  itFfrom  thcncc,  as  he  wa!  a 

than  Virgil  s,  An.  1. 449-  rcadcr  of  ^  kinds  of  romances, 
^-foribuscardoftridebataenis: 

1  g82.  —  the  Unveft  bottom  Jbook 

•r  iEn.  VI.  573.  Of  Erebus.]  The  moft  profound 

, horrifono  ftridentes  cardine  depth  of  Hell. 

facrae  Erebi  de  fedibus  imit. 

Panduntur  port*  ?  Virg:  Georg.  IV.  47 1 . 

The  ingenious  author  of  the  Aft/*-  Httm*' 

ullanctuspbfervatiim  on  the  tragedy       ^  ^  _  ^^ 
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The  fecrcts  of  the  hoary  deep,  a  dark 
Illimitable  ocean,  without  bound, 
Without  dimenfion,  where  length,  breadth,  and  highth, 
And  time,  and  place  are  loft;  where  eldeft  Night 
And  Chaos,  anceftors  of  nature,  hold  895 

Eternal  anarchy,  amidft  the  noife 
Of  endlefs  wars,  and  by  confufion  ftand. 
For  hot,  cold,  moift,  and  dry,  four  champions  fierce, 
Strive  here  for  maft'ry,  and  to  battel  bring 
Their  embryon  atoms;  they  around  the  flag       900 

Of 

S94.  —  where  eldeft  Night  O  thou  mod  ancient  Grandmother 

AndChaoi,  &c]  All  the  ancient  of  all, 

.naturalifts,  philofophers,  and  poets,     More  old  than  Jove,  &c. 
hold  that  Chaos  was  the  firft  prin-  ,     ,     ,.  „ 

ciple  of  all  things;  and  the  poets  And  _?ur.  authors  fyftem  of  the 
particularly  make  Night  a  Goddefs,  univerfe  is  in  fhort,  that  the  em-^ 
andreprefcntiV/^ordarknefsand  PyreanHeaven,  and  Chaos  and 
Chaos  or  confufion  as  exercifing  un-  d*r™«»  were  before  the  creation, 
controlTd  dominion  from  the  be-  Heaven  above  and  Chaos  beneath ; 
ginning.  Thus  Orpheus  in  the  ™  ™*  uP°n  thc  rebellion  of  the 
beginning  of  his  hymn  to  Night  Angels /r/?  Hell  was  formed  out  of 
addreffes  her  as  the  mother  of  the  Cnaos  ft^chhg  far  and  <wide  be- 
Gods  and  Men,  and  origin  of  all  ******  and  afterwards  Heaven  and 
things,  Earthy  another  ivor/d,   hanging  e'er 

the  realm  of  Chaos,  and  nvon  from 
Nt/*}*  Stw  ywiTGt&p  Mfopeu  his  dominion.    See  ver.  1002,  f^r. 
»<T«  kcu  tLvfom;  and  978. 

*  '  898.    For  hot,    cold,    moift,    and 

So  alfo  Spenfer  in  imitation  of  the  *J*  &c0  °vid-  Mct- 1*  19. 

Ancients,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  1,  C.  5.     Frigida  pugnabant  calidis,  humea- 


St.  22.  fa  iiccjs^ 


Milli* 
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Of  each  his  fa&ion,  in  their  feveral  clans, 
Light-arm'd  or  heavy,  (harp,  fmooth,  fwift  or  flow, 
Swarm  populous,  un-number'd  as  the  fands 
Of  Barca  or  Cyrene's  torrid  foil, 
Levied  to  fide  with  warring  winds,  and  poife     905 
Their  lighter  wings.  To  whom  thefe  moft  adhere, 
He  rules  a  moment;  Chaos  umpire  fits, 
And  by  decifion  more  embroils  the  fray 
By  which  he  reigns :  next  him  high  arbiter 
Chance  governs  all.    Into  this  wild  abyfs,  910 

The 

Mollia  cam  duris,  fine  pondcrc       905. and  poife]  Give  weight 

habentia  pondns.  or  ballaft  to.    Pliny  fpeaks  of  cer- 

,.  tain  birds,  who  when  a  ftorm  arifes 

The    reader  may   compare    this  .fc  thcmfelw  with  littlc  ftonc% 

whole  defcription  of   Chaos  with  £  M  c  IQ    Virgil  has  Ac  fame 

Ovid's,  and  lie  will  eafily  fee  how  ^      ht  rf  his  JKa    Qeorg.1V. 

the  Roman  poet  has  leffend  the  *  Richard/on. 

grandeur  of  his  by  puerile  conceits  *     6  T§  twhm  fbgfi      »  aAen^ 

and  quaint  antithefes :  every  thing  Dr  Bentiey  ^^  tbe  ^  ajy^^ 

in  Milton  is  great  and  mafterly.  that  is  (fay8  hc)  hc  of  Ac  ^ 

902.  Dgbt-arm'd  or  heavy,]  He  rule.,  while  he  has  the  majority. 

continues  the  warlike  metaphor;  But  this  is  not  Milton s  fenfe;  for 

fome  of  them  are  light-amtd  or  according .to  him  no >ift»  adhere 

btavy,  levis  or  gravis  armatur*.  to  mmfi,  but  fuch  as  belong  to  his 

^'  *  Hum.  faction,  and  the  fame  is  to  be  faid 

rsr  d        ~  r«*~,s<  tnrrid  of  ^>  cM>  and  *J-    Therefore 

^fnfAr^  Id  CvincTof  **  reafon  whX  an7one  of  thefe 

1     f"$  rAj  %lw\f  four  champions  rules  (tbo'  but  for 

dryfandyLibya,.Virg.iEn.IV.42.  z  mmnf)%  becaufev  the   atoms 

Hinc  deferta  fiti  regio,   lateque   of  his  faction  adhere  moft  to  him. 

furentes  Firm  dependence  indeed  (fays  the 

jarcaei  Dodtor)  and  worthy  the  fuperla- 
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The  womb  of  nature  and  perhaps  her  grave, 

Of  neither  fea,  nor  fhore,  nor  air,  nor  fire, 

But  all  thefe  in  their  pregnant  caufes  mix'd 

Confus'dly,  and  which  thus  muft  ever  fight, 

Unlefs  th'  almighty  Maker  them  ordain  91$ 

His  dark  materials  to  create  more  worlds; 

Into  this  wild  abyfs  the  wary  Fiend 

Stood  on  the  brink  of  Hell  and  look'd  a  while, 

Pond'ring  his  voyage;  for  no  narrow  frith 

He  Jiad  to  crofs.     Nor  was  his  ear  lefs  peaPd      920 

With  noifes  loud  and  ruinous  (to  compare 

Great 

tive  nwfl,  that  lafts  but  for  a  mo-  blunder,  Milton  is  elfewhere  guilty 
ment :  but  I  ihould  think  that  the  of  it ;  we  may  rather  fuppofe  that 
lefs  firm  the  dependence  is,  the  he  could  not  but  fee  it,  and  there- 
finer  image  we  have  of  fuch  a  Gate  fore  that  he  thought  it  an  allow- 
as  that  of  Chaos  is.  Pearce.  able  liberty  in  writing:  for  thus  in 
9x1.  Tbe  womb  of  nature  and  per-  V.  368.  he  fays, 

baps  her  grave,]   Lucretius,  _what  the  garden  choice*  bears 

V-26°-  Tofitandtafte 

Omniparens,  eadem  rerum  com-  „,^M  c+     j  +  a    •       u  r      ~ 

mine  fepulchrum.    Tbyer.  *hcr?  fi  "**  "J*  »  u*d  *>r fit- 

r  J  ting  tap;  as  here  flood  and  lock' J 

9 1 7.  Into  tbis  wild  abyfs  tbe  wary  for  flanding  look'd.  Pearce. 

Fiend  Here  is  a  remarkable  tranfpofition 

Stood  on  tbe  brink  of  Hell  and  look' d  of  the  words,  the  fenfe  however  is 

awbile,]  Dr.  Bentley  reads  very  clear;  The  wary  Fiend  ftood 

Looked  from  tbe  brink  of  Hell  and  on  the  brink  of  Hell,  and  look'd 

flood  awbile ;  and  he  calls  the  com-  awhile  into  this  wild  abyfs,  ponder- 

mon  reading  an  abfurd  and  ridi-  ing  his  voyage.     Tis  observable 

culous  blunder,    becaufe  into  tbis  the  poet  himfelf  feems  to  be  doing 

wild  abyfs  relates  not  to  flood  but  what  he  defcribes,  for  the  period 

to  look 'd,  which  is  the  vero  at  the  begins  at  910,  then  he  goes  not 

fartheft  diftancc.    But  if  this  be  a  on  dire&ly,  but  lingers,  giving  an 

idea 
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Great  things  with  fmalr)  than  when  Bellonaftorms, 

With  all  her  battering  engins  bent  to  rafe 

Some  capital  city';  or  lefs  than  if  this  frame 

Of  Heav'n  were  falling,  and  thefe  elements        925 

In  mutiny  had  from  her  axle  torn 

The  ftedfaft  earth.  At  laft  his  fail-broad  vans 

He  fpreads  for  flight,  and  in  the  furging  fmoke 

Uplifted  fpurns  the  ground;  thence  many  a  league, 

As  in  a  cloudy  chair,  afcending  rides  930 

Audacious*  but  that  feat  foon  failing,  meets 

A  vaft  vacuity:  all  unawares 

Fluttering 

idea  of  Chios  before  he  enters   are  often  applied  to  the  other,  and 
into  it.    Tis  very  artful  f   If  his   flying  is  compared  to  failing,  and 
ffck  is  fomewhat  abrupt,  after  fuch    failing  to  flying.       ^ 
pondering,   it    better .paints    the     Velorum  pandimas  alas, 
image  he  intended  to  give.  r 

Richard/on.   fays  Virgil,  Mn.  III.  520.      And 

921. (to  compare  j£nm  j#  300. 

Great  thinvs  nmtbfmauj\  An  ex- 
wefEonmVifg^d.I.24.parviscom.         -  volat  Hie  per  aera  magnum 
Joneremagni     And Uat  an  idea      Remigio  alarum. 
doth  this  give  us  of  the  noifes  of  The  fame  manner  <#  fpeaking  has 
Chaos,  that  even  thofe  of :  a  aty    prevair<i  likewife  among  the  mo- 
bdieged,  and  of  Heaven  and  Earth   ^  ^  ^  ^  SfCB£rf  ^  wcU 

ruining  from  each  other  are  but   ^  in  the  J^fai  before  us,  wings 
fiiudl  in  comparifon  ?    And  tho     ^  ^^  tQ  failfi>  Faijy  q^^ 
both  the  fimilitudes  are  truly  ex-   fi  f   Cant  , I%  St  10# 
cellent  and  fublime,  yet  how  fur- 

prifingly  doth  the  latter  nfe  above      His  flaggy  wings  when  forth  he 
&e  former!  did  difplay, 

o2^#  bis  fail-broad  vans]  As      Were  like  two  fails. 

the  air  and  water  are  both  fluids,  ,     Q      ft 

the  metaphors  taken  from  the  one   And  afterwards,  St.  18.      ^  ^ 
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Fluttering  his  pennons  vain  plumb  down  he  drops 

Ten  thoufand  fathom  deep,  and  to  this  hour 

Down  had  been  falling,  had  not  by  ill  chance     935 

The  ftrong  rebuff  of  fome  tumultuous  cloud, 

Inftind  with  fire  and  nitre,  hurried  him 

As  many  miles  aloft :  that  fury  ftay'd, 

Quench'd  in  a  boggy  Syrtis,  neither  fea,  939 

Nor  good  dry  land:  nigh  founder'd  on  he  feres, 

Treading 

Half  flying,  and  half  footing  in 

Our  author  fccms  to  have  borrowed 
feveral  images  from  the  old  dragon 
defcrib'd  by  Spenfer. 

942.  — -  behoves  him  now  Both 
oar  and  fail.]  It  behoveth  him  now 
to  ufe  both  his  oars  and  his  fails, 
as  galleys  do;  according  to  the 
proverb  Rends  velifque,  with  might 
and  main.    Hume. 

943.  As  when  a  gryphon  Sec.]  Sa- 
tan  half  on  foot,  half  flying,  in 
queft  of  the  new  world,  is  here 
compar'd  to  a  gryphon  with  winged 
courfe  both  flying  and  running  in 
purfuit  of  the  Anmafpian  who  had 
ftoPn  his  gold.  Gryphons  are  fa- 
bulous creatures,  in  the  upper  part 
like  an  eagle,  in  the  lower  re- 
fembling  a  lion,  and  are  faid  to 
guard  gold  mines.  The  Arimaf- 
pians  were  a  one-ey'd  people  of 
Scythia  who  adorn'd  their  hair 
with  gold,  Lucan.  III.  280. 

Hinc 


— —  he  cutting  way 
With  his  broad  fails,  about  him 
foared  round. 

933-  —  pennons']  This  word  is 
vulgarly  fpelt  pinions,  and  fo  Dr. 
Bentley  has  printed  it;  but  the  au- 
thor fpells  it  pennons  after  the  La- 
tin penna.  The  reader  will  ob- 
ferve  the  beauty  of  the  numbers 
here  without  our  pointing  it  out 
lohim. 

93  c.  had  not  by  ill  chance] 

An  ill  chance  for  mankind,  that 
he  was  thus  fpeeded  on  his  journey 
fo  far.     Pearce. 

938. that  fury  flay  d,   ScC.  ] 

That  fiery  rebuff  ceafed,  quenched 
and  put  out  by  a  foft  quickfand: 
Syrtis  is  explained  by  neither  fea  nor 
good  dry  land,  exactly  agreeing  with 
Lucan.  Phar.  IX.  304. 

Syrtes — in  dubio  pelagi  terrsque 

reliquit.     Hume. 
941 .        _-.  half  on  foot. 
Half  flying ;]     Spenfer,    Fairy 
Queen,  B.  1.  Cant  11.  St.  8. 
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Treading  the  crude  confiftence,  half  00  foot, 

Half  fly'ing;  behoves  him  now  both  oar  and  fail. 

As  when  a  gryphon  fhrough  the  wildernefs 

With  winged  courfe,  o'er  hill  or  moory  dale, 

Porfues  the  Arimafpian,  who  by  ftealth  945 

Had  from  his  wakeful  cuftody  purloin'd 

The  guarded  gold :  So  eagerly  the  Fiend 

O'er  bog,  or  fteep,  through  ftrait,  rough,  denfe,  or  rare; 

With 


Hinc  ct  Sithoniae  gentes,  auroque 

ligatas 
Subfbingens  Arimafpe  comas. 

Herodotus  and  other  authors  re- 
late, that  there  were  continual  wars 
between  the  gryphons  and  Ari- 
mafpians  about  gold,  the  gryphons 
guarding  it  and  Arimafpians  tak- 
ing it  whenever  they  had  oppor- 
tunity. See  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  Lib.  7. 
cap.  2.  Arimafpi,  quos  diximus, 
uno  oculo  in  fronte  media  infignes : 
quibus  affidue  bellum  effe  circa  me- 
talk  cum  gryphis,  ferarum  volu- 
cri  genere,  quale  vulgo  traditur, 
eruente  ex  cuniculis  aurum,  mira 
cupiditate  et  feris  cuftodientibas,  et 
Arimafpis  rapientibus,  multi,  fed 
maxime  illuftres  Herodotus  et  Ari- 
fteas  Proconnefius  fcribunt. 

948.  O'er  Bog,  or  fteep,  &c.  ] 
Dr  Bendey's  reading  is  not  amifs 
Cferbog,  o'er  fteep,  &c  The  diffi- 
culty of  Satan's  voyage  is  very 
well  exprefs'd  by  fo  many  mono- 
fyllables  as  follow,  which  cannot 
be  pronounced  but  flowlv,   and 


with  frequent  paufes.  There  is  a 
memorable  inuance  of  the  rough- 
nefs  of  a  road  admirably  defeno'd 
by  a  (ingle  verfe  in  Homer,  Iliad. 
XXIII.  116. 

noAAflt  <T  AfAv\dL,  KATAvJet,  <9&~ 

&A*  r«,  foxfju*  1,  n\Qov, 

which  Mr.  Pope  has  been  obtig'd 
to  tranflate  paraphraftically  to  give 
us  fome  idea  of  the  beauty  of  the 
numbers,  and  he  has  made  ufe  of 
feveral  monofyllables,  as  Milton 
has  done. 

O'er  hills,  o'er  dales,  o'er  crags, 

o'er  rocks  they  go ; 
Jumping,  high  o'er  the  fhrubs  of 

the  rough  ground, 
Rattle  the  datt'ring  cars,  and  the 

ihockt  axles  bound. 

And  as  Mr.  Thyer  adds,  So  alfo 
Spenfer  in  the  fame  manner  repVe- 
fents  the  diftrefs  of  his  Redcrofle 
Knight  in  his  encounter  with  the 
old  dragon,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  1. 
Cant.  1 1.  St.  z%. 

Faint, 
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With  head,  hands,  wings,  or  feet  purfues  his  way, 
And  fwims,  or  finks,  or  wades,  or  creeps,  or  flies: 
At  length  a  univerfal  hubbub  wild  gci 

Of  ftunning  founds  and  voices  all  confiis'd, 
Borne  through  the  hollow  dark,  aflaults  his  ear 
With  loudeft  vehemence :  thither  he  plies, 
Undaunted  to  meet  there  whatever  Power 
Or  Spirit  of  the  nethennoft  abyfs 


Faint,   weary,  ibre,    embroiled, 

grieved,  brent, 
With  heat,  toil,  wounds,  arms, 
.   fmart,  and  inward  fire. 

956.  —  the  netbermoft  abyfs  ] 
Dr.  Bentley  reje&s  netbermoft  here, 
and  again  in  ver.  969,  and  charges 
Milton's  blindncfe  as  the  caufe  of 
his  forgetting  himfclf  here  and  be- 
ing inconMent.  But  it  is  the  Doctor 
that  miftakes,  and  not  the  Poet : 
for  tho'  the  throne  of  Chaos  was 
above  Hell,  and  confequently  a 
part  of  the  abyfs  was  fo,  yet  a  part 
of  that  abyfs  was  at  the  lame  time 
far  below  Hell;  fo  far  below,  as 
that,  when  Satan  went  from  Hell 
on  his  voyage,  he  fell  in  that  abyfs 
10000  fathom  deep,  ver.  oj^..  and 
the  poet  there  adds,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  an  accident,  he  had 
been  railing  down  there  to  this 
hour :  nay  it  was  fo  deep  as  to  be 
illimitable,  and  where  highth  is  loft. 
Surely  then  the  abyfs,  confider'd  all 
together,  was  netbermoft  in  refpect 
of  Hell,  below  which  it  was  fo 
endlefly  extended;   and  therefore 


9K 

Might 

there  was  no  occafion  for  Dr.  Bent- 
lev  to  read  here  this  vaft  unknown 
abyfs,  inftead  of  the  netbermoft  abyfs, 
nor  in  ver.  969.  regnant  o'er  this 
waft  abyfs  inftead  of  of  tins  netber- 
moft obyfs-    Pcarce. 

962.  Sat  fable^vefted  Night,  ] 
Clothed  in  her  fable  furs;  n  fable  is 
a  creature  whofe  fkin  is  of  the 
greater  price,  the  blacker  it  is. 
Ms*a/ex3WA®-  J*i  Nw§.  Euri- 
pides, -  Hume. 
Milton  here  and  in  what  follows 
feems  to  have  had  in  his  view  Spen- 
fer's  fine  defcription  of  Night, 
which  is  very  much  in  the  tafte  of 
this  allegory  of  Milton's.  See 
Fairy  Queen,  B.  1.  Cant.  5.  St.  20. 

Where  grifly  Night,  &c, 

964.  Oreus  and  Jdts,]  Orcrns  u 
generally  by  the  poets  taken  for 
Pluto,  as  Joes  for  any  dark  place. 
Thefe  terms  are  of  a  Very  vague 
nullification,  and  employed  by  the 
ancient  poets  accordingly.  Milton 
has  perfoniz'd  them,  and  put  them 
ib  the  court  of  Chaos. 

Richard/en. 
964.  —  and 
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Might  in  that  noife  refide,  of  whom  to  afk 

Which  way  the  neareft  coaft  of  darknefs  lies 

Bord'ring  on  light;  when  ftrait  behold  the  throne 

Of  Chaos,  and  his  dark  pavilion  fpread  960 

Wide  on  the  wafteful  deep;  with  him  enthron'd 

Sat  fable-vefted  Night,  deleft  of  things, 

The  confort  of  his  reign  j  and  by  them  flood 

Orcus  and  Ades,  and  the  dreaded  name 

Of 

qfcA  —  and  the  dreaded  name  At  whofc  dread  name  die  tremb- 
Of  Demcgorgoni]   There  was  a  ling  furies  quake, 
notion  among  the  Ancients  of  a  Hell  ftands  abafh'd,  and  earth's 
certain  deity,    whofe  very  name  foundations  fhake  ? 
they    fuppofed   capable   of    pro-  Who  views  the  Gorgons  with  in- 
ducing the  mod  terrible    effete,  trepid  eyes, 
and  which  they  therefore  dreaded  And  your  inviolable  flood  defies? 
to  pronounce.    This  deity  is  men-  Rowe. 
tion'd  as  of  great  power  in  incan- 

tations.  Thus  Eri&ho  is  introduced  And  lilcewife  Tirefias  by  Statius, 

threatning  the  infernal  Powers  for  Thebaid.  IV.  514. 

beinff  too  flow  in  their  obedience  .                   . ,  ,.  . 

b^Lnca*  Phar.  VI.  744-  Scun.US  °T  ^  q  *"*"*  ^  "*" 

ny  liuvwi,  *  1  -it-  C1(_ue  tuners, 

Paretis  ?  an  die  Et  turbare  Hecaten,  n!  te,  Thym- 

Compellandus  erit,  quo  nunquam  fo^  vererer, 

terra  vocato  Et  triplicis  mundi  fummum  quern 

Nonconcuflatremit,quiGorgona  fcire  neraflum  eft, 

cernit  apertam,  IHam  fed  taceo. 
Verberibufque  fuis  trepidam  calb- 

gat  Erinnym,  And  Ifmen  threatens  in  the  fame 

Indefpe&a  tenet  vobis  qui  Tar-  ftrain  in  Taflb,  Cant.  13.  St.  10. 

VdSftpS.  Stygia, qui  peje-  Per  W  Jifufar gii  non  ft  fa* 

ratundas?  oa,  eye. 

Yet,  am  I  yet,  ye  Men  fiends,  I  have  not  yet  Forgot  for  want 

obev'd  i  °*  "*» 

Or  rnuft  I  call  your  matter  to  my  What  dreadful  terms  belong  this 

*idr  «***  My 
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Of  Demogorgon ; .  Rumor  next  and  Chance,       965 

And  Tumult  and  Confufion  all  embroil'd, 

And  Difcord  with  a  thoufand  various  mouths. 

T'whom 


My  tongue  (if  ftill  your  ftubborn 

hearts  refufe) 
That  fo  much  dreaded  name  can 

well  repeat. 
Which  .heard  great  Dis  cannot 

himfelf  excufe, 
But  hither  run  from  his  eternal 

feat.     Fairfax. 

The  name  of  this  deity  is  Demo- 
gorgon, which  fome  think  a  cor- 
ruption of  Demiurgus  ;  others  ima- 
gin  him  to  be  fo  calTd,  as  being 
able  to  look  upon  the  Gorgon, 
that  turned  all  other  fpe&ators  to 
ftone,  and  to  this  Lucan  feems  to 
allude,  when  he  fays 

— -  qui  Gorgona  cernit  apertam. 

Spenfer  too  mentions  this  infernal 
deity,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i.  Cant.  5. 
St.  22. 

Which  waft  begot  in  Demogorgon^ 

hall, 
And  faw'ft  the  fecrets  of  the  world 

unmade: 

and  places  him  likewife  in  the 
immenfe  abyfs  with  Chaos,  B.  4. 
Cant.  2.  St.  47. 

Down  in  the  bottom  of  the  deep 

abyfs, 
Where  Demogorgon  in  dull  dark- 

nefc  pent, 
Far  from  the  view  of  Gods  and 

Heaven's  blifs, 
The  hideous   Chaos  keeps,  their 

dreadful  dwelling  is ; 


and  takes  notice  alfo  of  the  dread- 
ful effects  of  his  name,  B.  1  ♦  Cant.  1 . 

St.  37. 

A  bold  bad  man,  that  dar'd  to  call 

by  name 
Great  Gorgon,  prince  of  darknefi 

and  dead  night, 
At  which  Cocytus  quakes,  and  Styx 

is  put  to  flight. 

Well  therefore  might  Milton  di- 
ftinguifh  him  by  the  dreaded  name 
of  Demogorgon:  and  the  name  of 
Demogorgon .  is  as  much  as  to  fay 
Demogorgon  himfelf,  as  in  Virgil 
JEn.  v  L  763.  Albanum  nomen  is  a 
man  of  Alba,  ^n.XILcic.  iV5r- 
nun  Echionium,  id  eft  Thebanum, 
is  a  Theban;  and  we  have  a  me- 
morable inftance  of  this  way  of 
fpeaking  in  Rev.  XI.  13.  Aid  in 
the  earthquake  were  fain  opoftar* 
&*6pwjrvv  names  of  men  frven  thou- 
fand, that  is  feven  thoufand  men. 
And  betides  thefe  authorities  to 
juftify  our  author,  let  me  farther 
add  what  the  learned  Mr.  Jorrin 
hath  fuggefted,  that  this  name  "  is 
"  to  be  found  in  La&antius,  the 
"  Scholiaft  of  Statius  on  Thebaid. 
"  IV.  516.  Dicit  Deum  Demo- 
"  gorgona  fummum.  It  is  alfo 
"  to  be  found  in  Hyginus,  pag.  1 1. 
"  Edit.  Hamburg.  0&.  1674.  Ex 
"  Demogorgone  et  Terra  Python, 
«  draco  divmus,  if  the  place  be 
u  not  corrupted.  See  Muncker 
«  Acre,"    And  Mr.  Thyer  jufti- 

fies 
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T'whom  Satan  turning  boldly,  thus.  Ye  Powers 
And  Spirits  of  this  nethermoft  abyfs, 
Chaos  and  ancient  Night,  I  come  no  fpy, 


fiat  die  ufe  of  the  word  againft 
Dr.  Bentley  by  another  paflage  in 
our  author's  Latin  works,  p.  3^0. 
Apud  vetufHinmos  itaque  mytholo- 
giae  fcriptores  memoriae  datum  rc- 
perio  DemgorgoutM  Deoram  Om- 
nium atarum  (quern  eundem  et 
Chaos  ab  anticpis  nuncupatum  ha- 
riolos^fnter  alios  liberos,  quos  fuf- 
Culerat  plurimoe,  Terram  genuuTe. 

965.  —  Rumor  ntxt  and  Chance  t  ] 
In  Satan's  voyage  through  the 
Chaos  there  are  feveral  imaginary 
perfons  defcribed,  as  refiding  in 
that  immenfe  wafte  of  matter. 
This  may  perhaps  be  conformable 
to  the  tafte  of  thofe  critics  who 
are  pleafed  with  nothing  in  a  poet 
which  has  not  life  and  manners 
afcribed  to  it;  but  for  my  own 
part,  I  am  pleafed  moft  with  thofe 
paflages  in  this  defcription  which 
carry  in  them  a  greater  meafure  of 
probability,  and  arc  fuch  as  might 
poffiblv  have  happen'd.  Of  this 
kind  is  his  firft  mounting  in  the 
lmoke  that  rifes  from  the  infernal 
pit,  his  falling  into  a  cloud  of 
nitre  and  the  like  combufuble  ma- 
terials, that  by  their  explonon  (till 
hurried  him  forward  in  his  voyage ; 
his  fpringing  upward  like  a  pyra- 
mid of  fire,  with  his  laborious  paf- 
fage  though  that  confufion  of  ele- 
ments which  the  poet  calk 

The  womb  of  nature,  and  perhaps 
her  grave.    Jddtfm. 
Vol.  I. 


970 

With 


Mr.  Addlfon  feems  to  difapprove  of 
thefe  fictitious  beings,  thinking 
them  I  fuppofe  (like  Sin  and  Death N 
improper  for  an  epic  poem :  but  I 
fee  no  reafon  why  Milton  may  not 
be  allowed  to  place  fuch  imaginary 
beings  in  the  regions  of  Chaos,  as 
well  as  Virgil  defcribe  the  like  be- 
ings, Grief;  and  Fear,  and  Want, 
and  Sleep,  and  Death,  and  Dif- 
cord  likewise  within  the  confines 
of  Hell;  and  why  what  is  ac- 
counted a  beauty  in  one  fhould  be 
deemed  a  fault  in  the  other.  See 
iEn.  VI.  273.  fcfr. 

Vefiibulum  ante  ipfum,  primifque 

in  faucibui  Orci, 
Lucius,  et  nltrices  pofuere  cubilia 

Curat: 
Pallentefque  habitant  Morbi,  tri- 

ftifque  Sene&us, 
Et  Metus,  et  malefuada  Fames,  et 

turpis  Egeftas, 
Terrihiles  v5u  forms :  Letumque, 

Laborque : 
Turn  coruanguineus  Led  Sopor, 

et  mala  mentis 
Gaudia,  mortiferumque  adverfo 

in  limine  Bellum, 
Ferreique  Eumenidum  thalami,  et 

Dilcordia  demens 
Vipereuin    crinem  vittis  innexa 

cruentis. 

Tuft  in  the  gate,  and  in  the  jaws 
of  Hell* 

Revengeful  Cares,  and  fallen  Sor- 
rows dwell ; 
U  And 
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With  purpofe  to  explore  or  to  difturb 

The  fecrets  of  yoar  realm,  but  by  conftrainf 
Wand'ring  this  daifcfome  defert,  as  my  way 
Lies  through  your  fpacious  empire  up  to  light, 
Alone,  and  without  guide,  half  loft,  I  feek       97 j[ 
What  readieft  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  boundt 
Confine  with  Heaven*  or  if  feme  other  pJto^ 
From  your  dominion  won,  th'  ethereal  king 
Poffefles  lately,  thither  to  arrive 
I  travel  this  profound ;  direft  my  courfe;  980 

Dircded  no  mean  jewmpeafe  k  brings 

To 

And  pale  Difeafcs,  and  repining  Virgil  and  Milton  that  Difcord  i* 
Age ;  made  die  laft  of  thefe  hnaginaiy 

^ant,  Fear,  and  Famin's  unre-  beings,  but  how  much  greater  an 
lifted  rage ;  idea  hfcve  we  of  IHfcord  <ujit&  * 

liereToilsfand]3eath,and  Death's  fboufand  various  mouths  than  with 
half-brother  Sleep,  ihaky  hair, 

FOr^keeprWVie1lr'theirfCn*  Vipemw.crinwvitteiw^cw, 
[With  anxious  Meafures  of  a  guHty 

mind,  We  may  farther  obferve  in  jufbH- 

Deep  Frauds  before,   and  open  cation  of  Milton,   that  the  Jttje 

Force  behind ;  madowy  beings  are  introduced  in 

The  Furies  iron  beds,  and  Strife  Seneca,    Here.  Fur.  686.  in  Sta- 

that  (hakes  tius's  defcription  of  the  houfe  of 

Her  hiffino;  treffes,   and  unfolds  Mars.    Theo.  VII.  47.   in  Clau- 

herfnakes.        Dryden.  dkn  In  Rufin.  I.  30.  and  in  Spcn- 

fcr,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant,  7. 

Every  reader,  I  believe,  has  been  St.  21,  &c.    Theptf&ges  at  large 

^eafed  with  this  defcription ;  and  would  fwell  this  note  to  too  great 

it  is  impoflible  to  be  pleaded  wkh  a  length,  and  therefore  the  reader 

Virgil,  and  to  be  difpleafed  with  is  only  refected  to  thepbuate. 
Milton.    We  may  obfarve  both  ia 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


fcooiff.     PAJUBISE  LOST*  171 

To  your  behoof,  if  I  that  region  loft. 
All  ufuxptfioD  thence  expell'd,  reduce 
To  her  original  darkneis  and  your  iway 
(Which  is  my  prefent  journey)  and  once  more     98^ 
Eredt  the  flandard  there  of  ancient  Night; 
Yours  be  th'  advantage  all,  mine  the  revenge* 
Thus  Satan*  and  him  thus  the  Anarch  old, 
*Wtih  faltring  fpeech  and  vifage  incompos'd, 
Aofacr'd.  I  Jcnow  thee,  ftranger,  who  thou  art,  990 
^hat  mighty  leading  Angel,  who  of  late 
Made  head  againfk  HeavVa  king,  though  overthrows* 

I 

972.  7be  ficrets  of  ymtr  *ealm^  word  £Jhsrb  will  be  proper  enough 

This  paffage  has  been  objected  to  as  in  1. 167. 

jvithout  any  reafon.     Jie  means  —  anddifturb 

probably  fecret  places,  as  In  ver:  JCs  inmaft  counfels  from  tfieir 

$91.  Secrets  is  ukd  Jiere  2$  fecreta  deftin'd  aim; 

,£«■*««  in-Yipl:  and  the  word  «^,  «ill  be  rery 

In  fecret  a  fenis  ducam  i  proper,  as  in  VII.  95. 

GeorgvtV.405.  what  we,  not  to  explore  the  fe- 

^  Horrendjequeprocul^^     cf  SttSal  empire. 

feibylte,  Q%\.  Direaed  no  meanreempen/g 

Antrum  unmane  peat:  .,  ^  &c]  M  ^ 

J"2*- va-  **.  directed  may  bring  no  little  recom- 

>*d  JikewUe  in  Spenfer,    Fairy  P»f«  "*  advantage  to  you,  if  I 

tQwen,  B.  6.  Cant.  12.  St.  24.  reduce  that  loft  region,  ail  ufurpa- 

v  tion  being  thence  expelfd,  to  her 

./jtd  fearched  all  their  cells  and  original  darknefs  and  your  (Way 

ficrets  near.  (which  is  the  purport  of  my  pre- 
fent  journey)     and    once    more 


Or  if  we  underftand  by  ficrets  fe-    ered  the  flandard  there  of  ancient 
ran&ftions,  the   Night. 

-tJ  a  S9*—  if 


*ret  counfels  and  tran&ftions,  the   Night. 
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I  faw  and  heard,  for  filch  a  numerous  hoft 

Fled  not  in  filence  through  the  frighted  deep 

With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout,  .9^5 

Confufion  worfe  confounded j  and  Heav'n  gates 

Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  vidorious  bands 

Purfuing.     I  upon  my  frontiers  here 

Keep  refidence;  if  all  I  can  will  ferve 

That 


19.  —  if  all  lean  will  ferve 
>at  little  w.ich  is  left  fo  to  de- 
fend, &c]  Dr.  Bentley  makes 
at  al  erations  here,  and  would 
aye  us  read 

—  if  all  I  can  will  ferve, 
That  little  which  is  left  us  to  de- 
fend 
Encroached  on  by  creations  old  and 

new 
Straitninjr  the  bounds  of  ancient 
Xi/ti 

for  fi  in  the  fecond  verfe  he  reads 
us :  but  fo  is  right,  and  fignifies  by 
keeping  refidence  on  my  frontiers  and 
doing  all  I  can.  Again,  he  finds 
fault  with  our  intefiin  broils,  and 
fays  that  Chaos's  or  Night's  fcepter 
:  is  not  weaken  d9  but  is  itrengthen'd 
and  fubfifb  by  them.  So  far  he  is 
right,  and  therefore  Milton,  if  he 
fvrote  our  inttftin  broils*  could  never 
mean  the  broils  within  the  realm 
of  Chaos.  It  appears  from  the 
following  verfes,  that  the  encroach- 
ments which  Chaos  means  were 
the  creation  of  Bell  firft,  and  then 
of  the  new  world,  the  creation  of 
both  which  was  the  effeci  not  of 


any  broils  in  Chaos's  realm,  bat  of 
the  broils  in  Heaven  between  God 
and  Satan,  the  good  Angels  and 
the  bad,  called  intefiin  war  and 
broils  in  VI.  259,  277.  So  that 
the  paflage  as  it  (lands  feems  to  be 
faulty;  but  without  fo  great  an  al- 
teration as  Dr.  Bendey  makes,  we 
may  clear  it  of  all  difficulty.  We 
mull  remember  that  it  is  Satan,  to 
whom  Chaos  here  fpeaks,  and 
therefore  we  may  fuppofe  that 
Milton  gave  it  through  your  intefiin 
broils.  In  the  firft  editions  there  it 
no  comma  after  broils;  and  there 
fhould  be  none,  becaufe  broils  is 
the  fubftantive  with  which  the 
participle  weahdng  agrees  i  It  was 
their  broils  which  weaken  d  Night's 
fcepter,  becaufe  the  confequences 
of  diem  leflen'd  her  kingdom. 

Pearcel 
This  change  Of  our  into  your  is  fo 
juft  and  neceffary,  that  we  thought 
it  beft  to  admit  it  into  the  text. 

4005.  —  Unit  din  a  golden  chainj 
There  is  mention  made  in  Homer 
of  Jupiter's  golden  chain,  by  which 
he  can  draw  up  the  Gods  and  the 
earth  and  fea  and  the  whole  uni- 

▼erfc, 
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That  little  which  is  left  fo  to  defend,  iooa 

Encroach'd  on  ftill  through  your  inteftin  broils 
Weakning  the  fcepter  of  old  Night:  firft  Hell 
Your  dungeon  ftretching  far  and  wide  beneath; 
Now  lately  Heav'n  and  Eartb,  another  world, 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  link'd  in  a  golden  chain     1 005 

To  that  fide  Heav'n  from  whence  your  legions  fell: 

If 

▼erfe,  bat  they  cannot  draw  him  Let  down  oar  golden,  everlafting 
down.    You  may  fee  the  paflage  chain* 

at  large  in  the  beginning  of  the  8th  Whofe     ftrong    embrace    holds 
book  of  the  Iliad.  Heav'n,  and  earth  and  main : 

£>  &y*>  m*pun*%  *ios,  ha  Strive  all  of  mortal  or  immortal 
#v            #1  oirtn, 

etftTfratlv,  To  ^g  by  ^h  ^  ThundVef 
Smptw  ptpujflto*  €5  *&vo9tr  w*  down  to  earth : 

fjLdf&*lif  Ye  ftrive  in  vain !  if  I  but  firetch 

Ti<tv\u  /'  t£«wr7f<&f  $*°h  *&*<**  tnis  lian^ 

Tt  dicuvcu.  *  heave  the  Gods,  the  ocean,  and 

AKK>u**,*fv*w*u&n9i,  j^e^aintogreatOlvmpus- 

Wi*/i                 t  height,            *               ^ 

Zto  vWror  /ui»r»p%  *}  si  ii*K&  And  the  vaft  world  hangs  tremb- 

4T9*ka  tLAixoin*  ling  in  my  fight.     Popt. 
AM*  on  /»  xju  %ym  +&*}**  •* 

fliAo/^i  tf  vsm*,       ^  It  is  moft  nrobably  and  ingenioufly 

Awts  JttK  >*/»  f  pu<Tati/A\  «u/T|  if  conje&ur'o,    that   by  this  golden 

£AA*ara*  chain  may  be  underftood   the  fu- 

2*»fa»  ^tr  *if  €*«t«  *t «  f w  P<^or  attraaive  force  of  the  fun, 

V*  %  whereby  he   continues    unmov'd, 

An#*/^  t*  «T«  *  cwTt  ftiT0^  nets  toward,  him.     But  whatever 
p«t  <Bttfl<t  ytmro.  is  meant  by  it,  it  is  certain,  that 

^Pot^aCe,  *"        '^  thou^ofhangingth.wptWby 
Join  all,  «4  Py  th«  omnipotence  SO""  cham^ 
of  Jove : 

V  f  .    1009.  tUmi 
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If  that  way  be  your  walk,  you  have  not  far  j 
60  much  the  nearer  danger  $  go  and  fpeed; 
Havoc  and  fpoil  and  ruin  are  my  gain. 

He  ceas'd ;  and  Satan  ftay*d  not  to  reply, 
But  glad  that  now  his  fea  fhould  find  a  fhore. 
With  frcih  alacrity  and  force  renew'd 
Springs  upward  like  a  pyramid  of  fire 


j  bid 


1009.  Ha<voe  and  Jpoil  and  ruin 
are  tny  gain.]    This  is  very 
agreeable  to  thatchara£fcer  of  Chaos 
fcy  Lucan,  Phar.  VI.  696. 

Et  Chaos  innumeros  avidum  con- 
fundere  mundqs. 

101 1.  But  glad  that  nvuu  Ins  fea 
Jhould  find  a  fare,]  A  meta- 
phor to  exprefs  his  joy  that  now 
his  travel  and  voyage  fliould  end, 
feme  what  like  that  of  one  of  the 
Ancients,  who  reading  a  tedious 
book  and  coming  near  to  the  end 
cry'd  I  fit  /and,  Terram  video. 

I o  1 7 . — than  when  Jrgopafs'dScc  ] 
The  nrft  long  fhip  erer.  feen  in 
Greece,  in  which  Jafon  and  his 
companions  failed  to  Colchis  to 
fetch  the  golden  fleece,  through 
Jfofporus,  the  Thracian  Bofpoms, 
or  the  ftraits  of  Conftantinople,  or 
die  channel  of  the  Black  Sea,  It 
Ss  fometimes  writ  Bofphorus,  as  in 
Mr.  Fenton's  edition,  from  $*< 
and  ^;pw:but  Milton  is  more  exacl 
attd  accurate,  and  writes  Bojporus 
According  to  the  beft"  Greek  au- 
thors, from  3 a  <trop@~f  bovis  tran- 
%us,  the  fea  being  (6  narrowthtfe 


Into 

that  cattel  are  laid  to  have  ftsrum, 
crofs  it.  Betwixt  the  jufi ling  r&efs* 
two  rocks  at  the  entrance  into  the* 
Euxin  or  Black  Sea,  called  in 
Greek  Sympltgides,  and  by  Juvenal 
concurrentia  faxa,  Sat.  Xv.  19. 
which  Milton  very  well  tranflatts 
the  juftling  rocks,  becaufe  they  were 
fo  near,  that  at  a  diftance  they 
feemed  to  open  and  (hut  again, 
and  juftle  one  another,  as  the  fhip 
varied  its  purfe  this  way  and  that 
as  ufual.  In  Ponto  dua  Cyanea, 
ab  aliis  Symptegades  appellate, 
traditaeque  fabulis  inter  fc  con- 
currifle:  quoniam  parvo  difcretaqi 
intervallo,   ex  adverfo  intrantibus 

feminae  cernebantur,  paulumque 
eflexa  acie,  coeunthim  fpeciem 
prabehant.  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  L.  4. 
Cap.  1 3.  The  reader  may  fee  £ 
farther  account  of  thefe  rocks,  and 
the  paffage  betwixt  them  in  Apol- 
lonius,  Argonaut.  II.  317,  &c.  Ta 
fhort  Satan's  voyage  through  the 
fighting'  elements  was  more  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  than*  that  of 
the  Argonauts  through  narrow fea| 
betwixt  juftling  rocks. 

IOI9.  On 
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Into  the  wild  expanfe,  tod  through  the  fhock 

Of  fighting  elements!,  on  al!  fides  round  1015 

Environ'd  wins  hk  way  $  harder  befet 

And  more  indanger'd,  than  when  Argo  pafs'd 

Through  Bofporus  betwixt  the  jujftling  rocks; 

Or  when  Ulyffes  on  the  krbord  flronn'd 

Charybdis,  and  by  th'  other  whirlpool  ftecr'd.    loao 


1019.  Or nvbtnVtffis m tb$ kr- 

bordjbunnd 
Cbarybdis,  tmdbytV  otbtr  whirl- 
pool Jleerd.  ]  Thcfe  two 
wfc*  Dr.  Bentley  would  throw 
quite  away.  Larbord  (he  fays)  is 
abominable  m  heroic  poetry ;  but 
Pryden  (as  the  Dodor  owns) 
thought  it  not  unfit  to  be  employ 'd 
there  :  and  Milton  in  other  places 
Has  ufed  nautical  terms,  without 
being  cenfurM  for  it  by  the  Doclor. 
JBo  in  IX.  511.  he  fpeaks  of  ivork- 
btgajhif,  of wetting  and  flnftingx 
pm  in  I.  207.  of  mooring  undtr  the 
Ut.  So  Virgil's  legere  U:tus  is  ob- 
fcrved  to  be  a  term  borrow'd  from 
pftariners,  by  Servias  in  his  notes 
eft  Georg.  II.  44.  and  JEn.  III. 
1*7.  But  the  Doctor  has  two 
very  formidable  obje&ions  a^atnft 
the  knfc  ef  thefe  veries.  Ftrft  he 
lays  that  larbord  or  left  hand  is  a 
auftake  here  for  ftarbord  or  right 
band,  Cbarybdis  being  to  the  jtar- 
iord  of  iflyjh*  when  he  failed 
thro'  thefe  ftraits.  This  is  very 
tr  »e,  but  it  does  not  affeft  what 
Kiflton  here  fays;  for  the  fenfe 
fuy  \*,  not  tha$  Ufyfh  mtmn'd 


So 

CbarybSs  fitoated  on  the  larbord 
of  his  (hip  as  he  was  failing ;  but 
that  Vlyffes  failing  on  the  larbord 
(to  the  left  hand  where  Scylla  was) 
did  thereby  man  Cbarybdis  j  which 
was  the  truth  of  the  cafe.  The 
Do&or's  other  objection  it,  that 
Scylla  was  no  tvbirhool,  which 
yet  (he  is  here  fuppofed  to  have 
been:  But  Virgil  (whom  Milton 
follows  oftner  than  he  does  Homer) 
defcribes  Scylla  as  naves  in  faxa 
trahentem%  JEn.  III.  425.  and  what 
is  that  lefs  than  calling  it  a  tvbirl- 
toolT  And  Athan.  lurcher,  who 
nas  written  a  particular  account 
of  Scylla  and  Cnarybdis  upon  hit 
own  view  of  them,  does  not 
fcrupie  to  call  them  both  nvbirl- 
fools.  The  truth  is,  that  Scylla 
is  a  rock  fituated  m  a  fmall  bay 
on  the  Italian  coaft,  into  which 
bay  the  tide  rons  with  a  very 
ftrong.  current,  fo  as  to  draw  in 
the  mips  which  are  within  the 
compafs  of  its  force,  and  either 
dam  them  againft  the  rock,  of 
fwallow  them  in  the  eddies :  for 
when  the  ftreams  have  thus  vio- 
lently rufh'd  into  the  bay,   they 
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So  he  with  difficulty  and  labor  hard 
Mov'd  on,  with  difficulty  and  labor  he ; 
But  he  once  paft,  foon  after  when  man  fell, 
Strange  alteration !  Sin  and  Death  amain 
Following  his  track,  fuch  was  the  will  of  Heaven, 
Pav'd  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  way  1026 

Over  the  dark  abyfs,  whofe  boiling  gulf 
Tamely  indur'd  a  bridge  of  wondrous  length 
From  Hell  continued  reaching  th*  utmoft  orb 
Of  this  frail  worlds  by  which  the  Spi  nts  pcrverfe 
With  eafy  intercourfe  pafs  to  and  fro  1031 

To  tempt  or  punifti  mortals,  except  whom 
God  and  good  Angels  guard  by  fpecial  grace. 

But 

meet  with  the  rock  Scylla  at  the  interpolation :    but  the  foregoing 

farther  end,  and  being  beat  back  words,  containing  a  repetition  of 

muft  therefore  form  an  eddy  or  what  went  before  them,  with  iif- 

whirlpool.  This  account  is  gather'd  ficulty  and  labor  he,   have  no  force 

partly  from  Sandys's  travels,  and  nor  propriety,  unlefs  it  be  added 

partly  from  Hiftoria  orbis  terrae,  (as  it  is  in  thefe  vcrfes)  that  fome 

hfc.   where  it  is  faid,   Ejus  natura  others  afterwards  went  this  way 

eft  ut  ingenti  ultro  citroqne  com-  with  more  eafe.                    Pearet. 

meanuum  aquarum  perturbatione  It  is  evident  that  thefe  lines  art 

agitetur :  quando  affluxu  agitatur,  Milton's,  and  cannot  be  an  inter- 

tanta  eft  ejus  violentia,    ut  navis  polation  of  the  editor.     But  yet  I 

co  delapfa,    omni   evadendi    fpe  am  afraid  we  cannot  fo  eafily  get 

fublata,  montium  parietibus  illida-  over  the  Doctor's  other  objeclum 

tur.    Vide  Hoffman.  Lexicon.  that  this  fame  bridge  is  defcrib'd 

Pearee.  in  Book  X.    for  feveral  lines   to^ 

1023.    But  he  once  faftf    &c.  ]  gether  poetically  and  pompoufly, 

Dr.  Bentley  would  throw  out  here  as  a  thing   untouch'd  before  and 

eleven  vcrfes,  as  if  they  were  an  an  incident  to  furprife  the  reader; 

and 
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But  now  at  laft  the  facrcd  influence 

Of  light  appears,  and  from  the  walls  of  Heaven 

Shoots  far  into  the  bofom  of  dim  Night  1036 

A  glimmering  dawnj  here  Nature  firft  begins 

Her  fartheft  verge,  and  Chaos  to  retire 

As  from  her  outmoft  works  a  brok?Q  foe 

With  tumult  lefs  and  with  lefs  hoftile  din,         J040 

That  Satan  with  lefs  toil,  and  now  with  eafe 

Wafts  on  the  calmer  wave  by  dubious  light, 

And  like  a  weather-beaten  veffel  holds 

Gladly  the  port,  though  fhrouds  and  tackle  torn; 

Or  in  the  emptier  wafte,  rcfembling  air,  1045 

.Weighs  his  fpread  wings,  at  leifure  to  behold    - 

Far 

and  therefore  the  poet  mould  not  moft  works  of  Nature  mentioned 
have  anticipated  it  here.    Let  the   before. 

lines  themfelves  be  approyM ;  yet  —  ,    jMmg  /ightj    in» 

it  muft  be  allow'd,  it  is  wrong  Ais  ^  ^d  in  the- preceding  de- 
condua  and  want  of  oeconomy  for  fcri  don  0f  tne  glimmering  d*wm 
the  whole  poem.  And  we  cannot  thaJ  Satan  fi^  mccts  with,  Milton 
recoilea  a    parallel    inftance    in  probably  alludes  to  Seneca's 

Homer  or  Virgil,  or  any  autho-  d  '^  account  of  Hercules's  paf- 
riz'd  poet.  fegg  out  0f  Hell.  Here.  Fur.  668* 

I025. fuch  was  the  will  of      *  .  # 

Heaven,']  &*&  <Fi7th&i7?     Non  caeca  tenebris  incipit  pnma 
AgXif  •  Horn.  Iliad.  I.  5.  via : 

^  Tenuis  reli£be  lucis  a  tergo  nitor, 

1039.  As  from  her  outmoft  works]      Fulgorque  dubius  folis  afflifti  ca- 
Dr .  Bcntley  reads  bis  inftead  of  her :  dit.    Tbyer. 

but  the  meaning  is  not  that  Chaos  .      _ 

n£r«  au  from  hb  own  outmoft  1046.  Weighs  bu  %<»*  «*$>* 
ZS.  "ut  reSesasfromtheout-   In  like  manner  Ta&  defcnbmg 
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Far  off  th'  empyreal  Heav'n,  extended  wide 
In  circuit,  undetertnm'd  fquare  or  round, 
tVith  opal  tow'rs  and  battlements  adorn'd 
Of  living  faphir,  once  his  natire  feat} 
And  fell  by  hanging  in  a  golden  chain 
This  pendent  world,  in  bignefs  as  a  ftar 


lo^ 


Of 


the  Angel  Gabriel's  flight,  Cant.  i. 
St.  14. 

E  fi  libro  fu  V  adegnate  pehne. 

But  I  think  notwithstanding  the  na- 
tural partiality  one  has  for  one's 
countryman,  the  preference  moft 
he  given  to  the  Italian.  The  fame 
fianza  fuggeft*  another  imitation* 
Taffo  calls  Gabriel's  wings, 

Infaticabilmentc,  agili,  eprefte. 

^nd  Milton,  ver.408, 

Upborne  with  indefatigable  wings* 
Thyer. 

1049.  With  opal  to+frs]  With 
tbwers  of  precious  ftones.  Opal  is 
*  ftone  of  diverfe  colors,  partaking 
tf  the  carbuncles  feint  fire,  the 
tmethifb  bright  purple,  and  the 
fnteralds  chearing  green. 

Hume  and  Ricbardfon^ 

1052.  This  pendent  world,  in  big- 

nefs  as  afiar 

Of fmallefi  magnitude  cloft  by  the 

moon.']  By  this  pendent  world 

}s  not  meant  the  Earth;  but  the 

new  creation,  Heaven  and  Earth, 

fhe  whole  orb  of  fo'd  ftars  im- 


menfely  bigger  than  the  Earth,  a 
mere  point  ii  comparifon.  This  is 
fure  from  what  Chaos  had  lately 
fsid,  ver.  1004. 

Now  lately  Heav'n  and  Earth, 

another  world, 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  link'd  k  ^ 
golden  chain. 

Bcfides,  Satan  did  not  fee  die  Eard| 
yet;  he  was  afterwards  furpris'dof 
tbefudden  <view  of  all  this  world  at 
oncef  III.  542.  and  wander'd  long 
on  the  outfide  of  it ;  till  at  laft  he 
faw  our  fun,  and  learned  there  of 
the  Arch-Angel  Uriel,  where  the 
Earth  and  Paradife  were.  See  IIL 
722.  This  pendent  world  therefore 
mull  mean  the  whole  world,  die 
new  created  univerfe,  and  bebeU 
far  off  it  appeared  in  comparifon 
with  the  empyreal  Heaven  no  big* 
ger  than  a  par  of  fmallefi  magni- 
tude; nay  not  fo  large,  it  appear*d 
no  bigger  than  fuch  a  ftar  appears 
to  be  when  it  is  clofe  by  the  ueoon, 
the  fuperior  light  whereof  makes 
any  ftar  that  happens  to  be  near 
herdifk,  to  feem  exceedingly  fmalt 
and  ahnoft  difappear.  Dr.  Bendey 
has  ftrangely  miftaken  the  fcnfc  of 
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Of  fmalleft  magnitude  clofe  by  the  moon. 
Thither  full  fraught  with  mifchievous  revenge, 
Accurs'd,  and  in  a  curfed  hour  he  hiesf  1055 


this  paflage,  underftanding  that  the 
JBarth  was  meant,  and  yet  arguing 
Very  juftly  that  the  Earth  could 
not  be  meant:  and  Mr.  Addifon 
has  fallen  into  the  like  miftake,  as 
appears  from  his  words;  <?  The 
V  glimmering  light  whjch  (hot  in- 
?  to  the  Chaos  from  tlje  utmoft 
*•  verge  of  the  creation,  with  the 
*  diftant  difcovery  of  the  Earth 
f*  that  hune  clofe  by  the  moon, 
?  are  wonderfully  beautiful  and 
"  poetical."  But  how  much  more 
wonderful  is  the  imagination  of 
fuch  prodigious  diftance,  that  after 
Satan  had  traveled  on  fo  far,  and 


comes  within  view  of  the  wholt 
world,  it  mould  ftiU  appear  in. 
comparifon  with  the  empyreal  Hea- 
ven no  bigger  than  die  fmalleft 
ibir,  and  that  ftar  appealing  yet 
(mailer  by  its  proximity  to  the 
moon !  and  how  much  more  beau- 
tiful and  poetical  is  it  to  open, 
the  fcene  thus  by  degrees  I  Satan 
at  firft  defcriet  the  whole  world  at 
a  diftance  in  book  the  fecond,  and 
then  in  book  the  third  he  difcovcrs 
our  planetary  fyftem  and  the  fun, 
and  afterwards  by  the  direction  of 
Uriel  the  earth  and  neighbouring 
moon. 


The  end  of  the  Second  Book. 
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6dd  fitting  on  his  throne  fees  Satan  flying  towards  thSf 
world,  then  newly  created;   fhows  him  to  the  Son  who 
fax  at  his  right  hand ;  foretels  the  fuccefs  of  Satan  in 
perverting  mankind;  clears  his  own  juftice  and  wifdom 
from  all  imputation,  having  created  Man  free  and  able 
enough  to  have  withftood  his  tempter;  yet  declares  his 
purpofe  of  grace  towards  him,  in  regard  he  fell  not  of 
his  own  malice,  as  did  Satan,  but  by  him  fedue'd.    The 
Son  of  God  renders  praifes  to  his  Father  for  the  mani- 
feftation  of  his  gracious  purpofe  towards  Man;    but 
God  again  declares,  that  Grace  cannot  be  extended  to- 
wards Man  without  the  fatifaftion  of  divine  juftice ; 
Man  hath  offended  the  majefty  of  God  by  afpiring  to 
Godhead,  and  therefore  with  all  his  progeny  devoted  to 
death  muft  die,  unlefs  fome  one  can  be  found  fufficient 
to  anfwer  for  his  offenfe,  and  undergo  his  punifhment. 
The  Son  of  God  freely  offers  himfelf  a  ranfome  for 
Man  :  the  Father  accepts  him,  ordains  his  incarnation, 
pronounces  his  exaltation  above  all  names  in  Heaven 
and  Earth;  commands  all  the  Angels  to  adore  him  * 
jthey  .obey*  and  hymning  XQ  their  harps  in  full  quire, . 

i  celebrate  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Mem  while  Satao 
alights  upon  the  bare  convex  of  this  world's  outermoft 
orb ;  where  wandering  he  firft  finds  a  place,  fince  call'd 
The  Limbo  of  Vanity;  what  perfons  and  things  fly  up 
thither ;  thence  comes  to  the  gate  of  Heaven,  defcrib'd 
afcending  by  ftairs,  and  the  waters  above  the  firmament 
that  flow  about  it:  His  paflage  thence  to  the  orb  of  the 
fun ;  he  finds  there  Uriel  the  regent  of  that  orb,  but 
firft  changes  himfelf  into  the  fhape  of  a  meaner  Angel; 
and  pretending  a  zealous  defire  to  behold  the  new  crea- 
tion, and  Man  whom  God  had  plac'd  here,  inquires  of 
him  the  place  of  his  habitation,  and  is  directed;  alights 
irft  on  mount  Niphates. 
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May 


AIL  holy  Light,  oftpring  of  Heav'n  fjrft-hopBj 

Or  of  th*  Eternal  copternal  beam 

I  exprefs  thee9  uablam'd  ?  fince  God  is  light, 

And 


Horace  advifcs  a  poet  to  con- 
fider  thoroughly  the  nature  and 
force  of  his  genius.  Milton  feems 
to  hare  known  perfectly  well, 
wherein  his  ftrength  lay,  and  has 
fcorjefote  chofen  a  fubjeft  entirely 
conformable  to  thofe  talents^  of 
which  he  was  mafter.  As  his  ge- 
nius was  wonderfully  turned  to  me 
lublime,  his  fubjedl  is  the  noWeft 
that  could  have  entered  into  the 
thoughts  of  mam  Every  thing 
that  is  truly  great  and  aftonifhing 


reader,  I  imagin,  cannot  wim  fc 
were  omitted.  One  is  even  pleafed 
with  a  fault,  if  it  be  a  fault,  that 
is  the  occafion  of  fo  many  beauties, 
and  acquaints  us  fo  much  with  the 
tircumftanccs  and  character  of  the 
author. 

2.  Or  9ft&  Hertudmtmudbtam 
May  1  exfrefs  thiS  unblaniif  J 
Or  may  I  without  blame  call  thee, 
die  coeternal  beam  of  the  eternal 
God?  The  Ancients  were  verjr 
cautious  and  curious  by  what  namea 


ias  a  place  in  it.  The  whole  fyllem   they  addreis'd  their  deities,  and  Mil 


of  the  lntefle&ual  world;  the  Chaos 
and  the  Creation }  Heaven,  Earth, 
and  Hell,  enter  into  the  conftitu- 
fion  of  his  poem*  Having  in  die 
ftrft  and  fecond  "books  reprefentad 
the  infernal  world  with  all  its  nor- 
ma, tkettaead  of  his  fable  natu- 
•fgy  leads  him  into  the*ppefit  *e- 
jm#*>f  fbWs  and  glory.   Addifim, 


ton  in  imitation  of  diem  queftiona 
whether  he  mould  addrefe  the  Light 
as  the  firft^born  of  Heaven,  or  as 
the  coeternal  beam  of  the  eternal 
Father,  or  as  a  pure  ethereal 
ftream  whofe  fountain  is  unknown : 
But  as  the  iecond  appellation  feema 
to  afcribe  a  proper  eternity  to 
Light,  Mihon  vtry  juftly  doubts 


I.  Hail  holy  Ugjk,  £c.]  Our  au-   whether  he  might  ufe  that  without 
4***e  addade  to  Light,  and  lamen-   blame. 

3.         —finc$Qt>&  is  light. 
And—*  in  unapproaebed tight 
Dwtlt  — —  ]  From  1  John  f.  ei 
Ged  is  tight,  ami  sn  him  is  no  dati- 
yet  'thfe  is  fo  charming  a  -pfrit  of  *J*  at  ail.     And  *  Tim.  VI.  i6« 
the  jam,  tin*  the  mot  wxml  Wh*#fy  ba$  tmmtwtafy,  dtyxiling 


tfhi*  own  blindnefi  may 
Itfhaps  he  *enfur?d  as  an  excre- 
Mice  or  djgreffion  not  agreeable 
the  rules  of  epic  poetry ;   but 
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And  never  but  in  unapproached  light 
Dwelt  from  eternity,  dwelt  then  in  thee,  ^ 

Bright  effluence  of  bright  effence  increate. 
Or  hear'ft  thou  rather  pure  ethereal  ftream, 
Whofe  fountain  who  (hall  tell  ?  before  the  fun, 
Before  the  Heav'ns  thou  wert,  and  at  the  voice 
Of  God,  as  with  a  mantle  didft  inveft  13 

The  riling  world  of  waters  dark  and  deep, 
Won  from  the  void  and  formlefs  infinite. 
Thee  I  re-vifit  now  with  bolder  wing, 

EfcapM 

in  the  light,  which  ntf  man  can  op-    tq.  When  it  thi  way  whire  light 
froach  unto.  dwelleth  t 

6.  Bright  effluence  of bright  effence        1 1.  The  rtfmg  <world  of  waters 

increase.]  What  the  WiUiom  dark  and  deep,]  For  the  world 

of  Solomon  fays  of  Wifdom,    he  was  only  in  a  ftate  of  fluidity,  when 

applies  to  Light,  VII.  25,26.  She  the  light  was  created;  as  Mofes 

is  a  pure  influence  flowing  from  the  fays,  ¥ he  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon 

tlory  of  the  Almighty,  Jbe  is  the  the  face  of  the  waters  ;    and  God 

orightnefs  of  the  everlafling  light,  faid  Let  there  he  light,  and  there  was 

7.  Or  hearfl  thou  rather]    Or  light,  Gen.  I.  2,  3.    And  this  veHfc 
doft  thou  rather  hear  this  addrefs,  of  Milton, 

doft  thou  delight  rather  to  be  call'd,  The  rifing  world  of  Waters  dark 

pure  ethereal  ftream  ?  An  excellent  and  deep, 

Latinifm,  as  Dr.  Bentley  obferves,  u  plainly  formcd          &h  rf  $ 

Hor.  Sat.  II.  VI.  20.  ^  Fairy  Q^^n  B  ,  c  x  $*  ^ 

Matutine  pater  feu  Jane  liben-     And  through  the  world  of  waters 
tius  audis  ?  wide  and  deep. 

And  we  have  an  expreffion  of  the    ,  }+ f?"Jr2m*b'  ZoidaV,^orMm 

fame  kind  in  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen,    ¥"»M'<;1  v«*  »»**  not  here  be 

B.  1.  Cant.  c.  St.  23.  imderftood  as  emptinefs,  for  Chaos 

ic  *aa  a«Li.'.  £-.  r      -u  **  defcribed  full  of  matter:    but 

If  oldAvengUsfons/.WW:    w>   as  deftitulc  rf  ^  ^d 

Whofe  fountain  who Jhall  tell  f  As  the    being,  void  as  the  earth  was  when 
queftkm  it  aik'd  in  Job  XXXVIII.    firft  created.    What  Mofes  fays  of 

that 
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Efcap'd  the  Stygian  pool,  though  long  detailed 

In  that  obfcure  fqjourn,  while  in  my  flight  15 

Through  utter  and  through  middle  darknefs  borne 

With  other  notes  than  to  th'  Orphean  lyre 

I  fung  of  Chaos  and  -eternal  Night, 

Taught  by  the  heavenly  Mufe  to  venture  down 

The  dark  defcent,  and  up  to  fe-afcend,  20 

Though  hard  and  rare:  thee  I  revifit  fafe, 

And  feel  thy  fovran  vital  lamp;  but  thou 

Revifit' ft  not  thefe  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 


that  is  here  applied  to  Chaos,  with- 
tut  form  and  void.  A  fhort  but 
noble  defcription  of  Chaos,  which 
is  (aid  to  be  infitth,  as  it  extended 
underneath,  as  Heaven  above,  in- 
finitely.   Richard/on. 

16.  Through  utter  and  through 
middle  darknefi]    Through 

Hell  which  is  often  ealTd  utter 
darhufs,  and  through  the  great  gulf 
between  Hell  and  Heaven,  the 
middle  dmrhafs. 

17.  With  other  notes  than  to  th'Or- 

fhian  fyre  &c.  ]  Orpheus 
made  a  hymn  to  Night,  whieh  h 
iBIl  extant ;  he  alfo  wrote  of  the 
Creation  out  of  Chaos.  See  Apoll. 
Rhodius  I.  493.  Orpheus  was  in- 
fpir'd  bv  his  mother  Calliope  only, 
Milton  by  the  heavenly  Mufe ;  there- 
fore he  boafts  he  fung  with  other 
notes  than  Orpheus,  tho'  the  fub- 
je6b  were  the  lame.       Ricbardfon. 

Taught  hy  the  btmvnlj  Mufe 


To 

&c.]  He  was  not  only  taught  by 
the  Mufe  to  venture  down,  which 
indeed  was  not  very  hard  and  dif- 
ficult, but  aUb  up  to  rea/cend,  th§* 
hard  and  rare,  which  is  manifeftly 
an  allufion  to  Virgil,  Mn.  VI.  128. 

Bed  revocare  gradum,  fuperafque 

evadere  ad  auras 
Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  eft;  pauci, 

quos  aequus  amavit 
Jupiter,  aut  ardens  evexit  ad  av 

thera  virtus, 
Diis  geniti  potuere. 

But  to  return,  and  view  the  chear- 

ful  ikies, 
In  this  the  talk,  and  mighty  labor 

lies : 
To  few  great  Jupiter  imparts  this 

grace, 
And  thofe  of  fhining  worth  and 

heav'nly  race. 

Drydeiu 


IO.  laugi 
Vol,  I. 


X 
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To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn; 
So  thick  a  drop  ferenc  hath  quench'd  their  orbs,   25 
Or  dim  fuffufion  veiPd.    Yet  not  the  more 
Ceafe  I  to  wander,  \  where  the  Mufes  haunt 
Clear  fpring,  or  fhady  grove,  or  funny  hill, 

Sink 


*;.  So  thick  a  drop  ferem  hath 
quenctid  their  orbj9 

Or  dimfuffufionveiTd.']   Drcpfe* 
rene  or  Gutta  ferena.    It  was  for- 
merly thought  that  that  fort    of 
blindnefi    was  an   incurable    ex- 
tinction or  quenching  of  light  by 
a  tranfparent,  watry,  cold  humor 
dialling    upon  the   optic  nerve, 
tho'  making  very  little  change  in 
the  eve  to  appearance,  if  any;  'tis 
now  known  to  be  moft  commonly 
an  obftmclion  in  the  capillary  vef- 
fels  of  that  nerve,  and  curable  in 
feme  cafes.    A  cataraQ  for  many 
ages,   and  till  about  thirty  years 
ago,  was  thought  to  be  a  film  ex- 
ternally growing  over  the  eve,  in- 
tercepting or  veiling  the  fight,  be- 
ginning with  dimnefs,  and  do  in- 
creafing  till  vifion  was  totally  ob- 
ftru&eu :  but  the  difeafe  is  in  the 
cryftallin  humor  lying  between  the 
qutmoft  coat  of  the  eye  and  the 
pupilla.    Thedimneft  which  is  at 
the  beginning  is  called  a  fuffufion ; 
and  when  the  fight  is  toft,  *tisa 
c.ataraB\  and  cur'd  by  couching, 
which  is  with  a    needle   paflmg 
through  the  external  coat  and  driv- 
ing down  the  difeas'd  cryftallin,  the 
lots  of  which  isfbmewhatfupply'd 
by  the  ufc  of  a  large  convex  glafs. 
When  Mikon  was  firft  blind*  Jie 


wrote  to  his  friend  Leonard  Chi* 
lara,  an  Athenian  then  at  Paris, 
for  him  to  confulf.  Dr.  Thevenot; 
he  fent  his  cafe  ('tis  in  the  1 5th  of 
hit  familiar  letters) :  what  anfwcr 
he  had  is  not  known ;  but  it  feems 
by  mis  paflage  that  he  wis  not 
certain  what  his  difeafe  was:  or 
perhaps  he  had  a  mind  to  defcribe 
ooth  the  great  caufes  of  blmdneft 
according  to  what  was  known  at 
that  time,  as  his  whole  poem  is  in* 
terfpers'd  with  great  variety  of 
learning.    Rubardfin. 


26.  — —  Yet  **t  the  1 
Ceafe  It*  wander,]  Dr.  JBentley 
would  read  Yet  wot  for  that  &c« 
there  being  as  he  fay*  no  gradation 
in  ceafing.  Dr.  Pearce  prefers  as 
coming  nearer  to  the  text,  Yet  not 
therefore,  our  poet  and  Fairfax  fre- 
quently placing  the  tone  on  the 
laft  fyllable  of  therefore.  Bat  I 
cannot  fee  the  neceffity  for  an  al- 
teration; Yet  not  the  more  ceafe  If 
'wander  may  be  allow'd,  if  not 
juftify'd  by  Et  fi  fmd ceffkre  potes  in 
Vireil,  Ed.  VIL  10.  We  may  ub- 
dcrftand  ceafe  here  in  the  feme  of 
forbear ;  Yet  not  the  more  forbear 
I  to  wander:  I  do  it  as  much  as  I 
did  before  I  was  blind. 

19.  Smit 
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Smit  with  the  love  «f  (acred  long;  but  chief 
Thee,  Sion,  and  the  flowry  brooks  beneath,         30 
That  waflh  thy  halfow'c^feet,  and  wadding  flow, 
Nightly  I  vifit:  nor  fometimes  forget 
Thofe  other  two  equaled  with  me  in  fate, 

So 

£9.  SmU  n»kk  th  Iwf  fared 
Jong;}    So  Virgil.  Georg* 
H.  475* 


Dukes  ante  omnia  Mufse» 
Quarum  facra  fero  ingenti  per* 
cuflusamore. 

30.  — ~  the  flvwrj  brooks  beneath,'] 
Xedron  and  Sfloah.  He  ftfll  was 
pleas'd  to  ftudy  the  beauties  of  the 
ancient  poets,  but  his  highcft  de-- 
light  was  in  the  fongs  of  Sion,  in 
tiie  holj  Scriptures,  and  in  thefe 
lie  meditated  day  and  nigh*.  This 
is  t&e  fenfe  of  the  paflage  ftript  of 
its  poetical  ornaments. 

32.——  nor  fometimes  forget]  lis 
the  fame  as-  and  fometimes  not  forget. 
Nee  and  ntqut  in  Latin  are  fre- 
quently the  fame  as  et  non. 

Pearce. 

33.  thofi  other  totw  ftc.]  It  has 
been  imagined  that  Milton  dictated 
Thofe  other  too,  which  tho'  different 
in  fenfe,  yet  is  not  dUHnguiiha,ble 
m  found,  To  that  they  might  eafily 
be  miftaken  the  one  for  the  other. 
In  ftri&nefs  of  fpeech  perhaps  we 
ftQuM  read  others  inftead  of  other , 
Vhofe  others  too :  but  thofo  other  may 
lp  admitted  as  well  as  tbrfe  other 
in  IV.  783.  — —  thffe  other  wheel 
fihe  north :  but  then  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged that  too  if  a  lorry 


botch  at  beft.  The  -moft  probabl* 
explanation  of  this  paflage  I  con- 
ceive to  be  this.  TW  he  men- 
tions four,  yet  there  are  but  t*wo 
whom  he  particularly  denres  to  re- 
femble,  and  thofe  he  diftinguifhes 
bith  with  the  epithet  blind  to  make- 
the  likenefs  the  more  ftrikmg, 

Blind  Thamjris  and  blind  M*omdts. 

Meonides  is  Hbmer,  fd  call'd  from 
the  name  of  his  father  Mscon :  and 
no  wonder  our  poet  defires  to 
equal  him  in  renown,  whofe  writ- 
ings he  fo  much  ffadied,  admirM* 
and  imitated.  The  character  of 
Tbamyris  is  not  fo  well  known  and 
eftabmh'd:  but  Homer  mentions 
him  in  die  Iliad.  It.  595 ;  and  En- 
ftathius  ranks  him  with  Orpheus 
and  Mufssus,  the  moft  celebrated 
poets  and  mufidans.  That  luftfbl 
Challenge  of  his  to  the  nine  Mofes 
was  probably  nothing  more  thaO 
a  fable  invented  ttf  exprefs  his  vio- 
lent love  and  affeclion  for  poetry. 
Plato  mentions  his  hymns  witk 
honor  in  the  beginning  of  his 
eighth  book  of  Laws,  and  towards 
the  conclusion  of  die  laft*  bet*  of 
his  Republic  feigns,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  tranfmigration,  that  the 
foul  of  Thamyris  paffcd  intd  a 
nightiugale.    Hs  was  a  Tbracian 
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So  were  I  equaled,  with  them  in  renown, 

Blind  Thamyris  and  blind  Mxonides,  35 

And  Tircfias  and  Phineus  prophets  old : 

Then  feed  on  thoughts,  that  voluntary  move 

Harmonious  numbers  >  as  the  wakeful  bird 

Sidgs  darkling,  and  in  fhadicft  covert  hid 

Tunes  her  nodlurnal  note.  Thus  with  the  year      49 

Seafons  return,  but  not  to  me  returns 

Dayf 

by  birth,  and  invented  the  Doric  Dr.  Bendey  Is  totally  for  rejedinjr 
mood  or  meafure*  according  to  this  verfe,  and  obie&s  to  tke  bad 
Pliny,  L.  7.  c.  57.  Plutarch  in  accent  of  TVr^w:  but  as  Dr.  Pcarce* 
his  treatife  of  Muiic  fays  that  he  obferves  the  accent  may  be  mend* 
bad  die  fineft  voice  of  any  of  his  ed  by  fuppofing  that  the  inter- 
time,  and  wrote  a  poem  of  the  lin'd  copy  intended  this  order  of 
war  of  the  Titans  with  the  Gods :  the  words, 

^  *°5  ?&*  kam  *?.£•  AndPhineus  and Tirefias prophets 
compos  d  likewife  a  poem  of  the  Q^  r    r 

generation  of  the  world,    which 

being  fubjelts  near  of  kin  to  Mil-  And  die  verfe  appears  to  be  ge- 

ton's  might  probably  occafion  the  n.uin  by  Mr.  Marvel's  alluding  to 

mention  of  him  in  this  place.  TJk*-  it  in  his  verfes  prcftVd  to  the  fe- 

mjrii  then  and  Homer  are  ihofi  ether  cond  edition ; 

Z^JSiriJff&  **%!?*""'*** 

as  if  he  had  intended  at  fiift  to  R  JLTS  ^u.  A„  ,„f 

mention  only  thefe  two,  and  then.  R^?  £"    I"****  AT  lof» 

currente  calamo  had  added   the  m  Bgnt' 

two  others,  Tirijuu  and  Phinius,  And  as  Mr.  Lauder,  obferves,  they 

the  one  a  Theban,  the   other  a  are  all  four  joined  together  by 

king   of  Arcadia,   famous   blind  Mafeniia; 

ctr  wori  w  zszz  v^st  ntttter,"tur  ,tt- 

Jni  Tirefia,  W  P bi,m  fropbtt,  "  aa&US  HomeTtta' 

tUt'  ■    -  -  .      .17.-  TVjW  0*  'Vi^'i  J   No- 

■      i.  ..  thing 
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Day,  or  Jthc  fwcct  approach  of  ev'n  or  morn, 

Or  fight  of  vernal  hloom*  or  fummer's  rofe. 

Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine; 

But  cloud  inftead,  and  ever-during  dark  45 

Surrounds  me,  from  the  chearful  ways  of  men 

Cut  off,  and  for  the  book  of  knowledge  6ir 

Prefented  with  a  univerfal  blank 

Of  nature's  works  to  me  expung'd  and  ras'd, 


thing  could  better  exprefs  the  muf- 
iBg  thoughtfulnefs  of  a  Mind  poet. 
The  phrafe  was  perhaps  borrowed 
from  the  following  line  of  Spenfert 
Tears  of  the  Mutes, 

I  feed  on  fweet  contentment  of 
my  thought,        Tbyer. 

37.  — *  that  voluntary  move 
Harmonious  numbers  i  &c]  And 
the  reader  will  obferve  the  flowing 
c£  the  numbers  here  with  aM  the 
cafe  and  harmony  of  the  fineft  vo- 
luntary. The  words  feem  of  thera- 
ielves  to  have  falTn  naturally  into 
vcrft  almoft  without  the  poet's 
thinking  of  it  And  this  harmony 
appears  to  greater  advantage  for 
the  roughnew  of  Umt  of  the  pre- 
ceding verfev  whkh  is  an  artifice 
frequently  pra&ic'd  by  Milton,  to 
be  carelefs  of  his  numbers  in  feme 
places,  the  better  to  fet  off  the 
mufical  flpw  of  thofe  whkh  inune- 
diately  follow* 

39.  —  darkling,']  It  is  faid  that 
this  word  was  coined  tyr  our  au- 


And 

thor,  but  I  find  it  nfed  (Several 
times  in  Shakefpear  and  the  au- 
thors of  that  age.  Lear's  fool  fays, 
Aft  I.  So  out  went  the  candle*  and 
we  were  left  darkling. 

41 .  Seafons  return,  tut  not  to  me 
returns]  This  beautiful  turn 
of  the  words  is  copied  from  the 
beginning  of  the  thud  aft  of  Guar 
rim's  Pallor  Fido.  MirtiUo  ad- 
drefles  the  fpring. 

Tu  torni  ben,  ma  teco 
Non  tornano  fafr. 
Tu  torni  ben,  tu  torni, 
.  Ma  teco  altro  non  torna  &Tr. 

Thou  art  returned  t  but  the  few 
licity 

Thou  brought***  me  laft  is  not  re- 
turned with  thee: 

Thou  art  returned;  but  nought 
returns  with  thee         • 

Save  my  laft  joys  regretful  me* 
mory.        Fanfhawe. 

49.    Of   nature* s  nmrks    Sec.  ] 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  Alljiaturis  mm} 

£c.  becauie  (he  fays)  a  blank  of 

X  3  n»orh 
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And  wifdom  at  one  entrance  quite  {hut  out. 

So  much  the  rather  thou*  celefldal  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powers ' 

Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mift  from  thence 

Purge  and  difperfe,  *  that  I  may  fee  and  tell 

Of  things  invifiblc  to  mortal  fight.  55 

Now 


works  is  an  unphilofophical  expref- 
fioo.  If  fo,  and  if  the  fentcnce 
mod  terminate  at  blank,  why  may 
we  not  read? 

Prefented  with  in  univerfal  blank; 
M  nature's  works  to  me  cxpung'd 
and  rasM, 

that  is,  all  nature's  works  being, 
in  rcfpeft  to  the  untwerfal  blank,  or 
abfence  of  light  from  me,  ex- 
punged to  me  and  ras'd.  Pearce. 
It  is  to  be  wifh'd  that  fome  fuch 
emendation  as  this  was  admitted. 
It  clears  the  fyntax,  which  at  pre- 
fent  is  very  much  embarsis'd.  All 
stature's  works  being  to  me  exfungd 
and  raid,  and  mrifdbm  at  one  en- 
trance quite  Jbut  out  is  plain  and  in- 
telligible; but  otherwife  it  is  not 
cafy  to  fay  what  the  conjunction 
And  copulates  nvifdm  to;  Audvrff- 
dem  at  em  entrance  quite  jbut  eat. 

49- :  ras'd.]   OCthe  Latin 

radere;  the  Romans  who  writ  on 
waxed  tables  with  iron  (ttles,  when 
they  ftruck  out  a  word,  did  tabu- 
lam  radere  rafe  it  out,  #  Light  and 
the  blef&ngs  of  it  were  never 
drawn  in  more  lively  colors  and 
incr  frofees*  not  was  the  fed  l«f» 


of  it  and  them  ever  lb  paffionately 
and  fo  patiently  lamented.  They 
that  will  read  the  moft  excellent 
Hosier,  bemoaning  the  fame  mis* 
fortune,  will  find  him  far  Ihort  of 
this.  Herodotus  is  his  life  gives 
ji*  fome  verfes,  in  which  he  be> 
wailed  his  blindnefi.    Hume. 

52.  Shne  trrward,']  He  has  tfae 
fame  kind* of  thought  more  than 
once  in  his  profe  works.  See  his 
Epift.  to  Emeric  Bigot.  Orbitatent 
certe  luminis  quidni  baiter  feram, 
^quod  non  tarn  amMam  qaam  revo* 
catum  intns  aftque  tetradum,  ad 
4Kuendam  potius  mentis  aciem 
ad  hebetandam,  fperem? 
Fam.  21.  See  alto  his  De- 
fenfio  Secunda,  p<  325.  Edit.  1738. 
Sim  em  debiliffintus,  dummodo  ih 
snea  debilitate  immortalis  illc  et 
amiior  vigor  cd  fe  efficacies  exerat; 
dummodo  in  meis  tenebris  divnri 
vultus  lumen  eo  clarius  eluceat; 
turn  enim  iafiimifimus  ero  Amul 
et  vatidiffimus,  aecus  eodem  tem- 
pore et  ptWpicadffimus j  hac  pot 
Jim  ego  infirm kate  confummarr, 
hac  perfici,  poffim  in  hac  obfcuri- 
tate  nc  ego  irradiari.  Et  time  hand 
ultima  Dei  cart  csrcifwnuij— — 
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Now  had  th'j  almighty  Father  from  above; 
From  the  pure  empyrean  where  he  fits 
High  thron'd  above  all  highth,  bent  down  his  eye, 
His  own  works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view; 
About  him  all  the  Sandkies  of  Heaven  60 

Stood  thick  as  ftar%  and  60m  his  fight  received 

Beatitude 


nee  tarn  oculorum  hebetudine, 
quam  cxlttiaom  alarum  umbra  has 
nobis  feciiTc  tenebras  vidctur,  fa&as 
illuftra*e  rurfes  interiore  ac  longe 
praeftabiliorc  liuninc  baud  raro 
Iblet, 

56.  NowlndtV  almighty  Father 
4tc«]  The  furvey  of  the  whole 
creation,  and  of  every  thing  that 
it  tranfafted  in  it,  if  a  profped 
worthy  of  omnifcience;  and  as 
Sftuch  above  that,  in  which  Virgil 
has  drawn  his  Jupiter,  as  the  Chri- 
Aian  iden«f  the  fupremc  Being  b 
jHore  rational  and  fubtone  than 
skat  of  the  Heathens*  The  pa*, 
tkubr  obje6b,  en  which  he  is  de- 
scribed to  .have  caft  his  eye,  are 
reprefentod  in  the  mo&  beautiful 
And  livdy  manner.  AMJm. 

This  pidure  of  the  Almighty's 
looking  down  irom  Heaven  is 
madh  the  fame  widi  that  which 
Taflb  gives  in  the  following  lines, 
Cant.  1.  St.  7. 

Quaado  da  V  alto  fo$io  il  Padre 

eteroo, 
Ch%  *  ne  k  parte.pJu  del  Ciel  fin- 

ccra: 


E  cjuanto  h  da  le  ftelle  al  baflb 

inferno, 
Tanto  e  piu  in  su  de  la  ftcllata 

fphera: 
Gli  occhi  in  gin  volie,  e  in  on 

fol  punto,  e  in  una 
Vifta  miro  cid,  che*  n  fe  il  mondo 

aduna. 

When  God  almighty  from  hie 

lofty  throne. 
Set  in  thofe  parts  of  Heav'n  that 

purcftare, 
(As  far  above  the  dear  ftars  every 

one, 
As  it  is  hence  up  to  the  highest 

ftar) 
J^ook'd  down,   aod  all  at  one* 

this  world  beheld,     . 
Each  land,  each  city,  country, 

town,  and  field*      Fairfax. 

$9.  — —  end  their  works]  That 
is  the  works  of  his  own  works, 
the  operations  of  his  own  crea- 
tures, Angels,  Men,  Devils. 

6* .  •— •  ami  from  bis  fight  recei'vd 

Beatitude  pafi  utUranct ;  ]    Our 

■author  here  alludes  to  the  beatific 

<v\fi*n,   in  which  divines  fuppofir 

X  4  the 
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Beatitude  paft  utterance  $  on  his  right' 

The  radiant  image  of  his  glory  fat, 

His  only  Son;  on  earth  he  firft  beheld 

Our  two  firft  parents,  yet  the  only,  two  6$ 

Of  mankind,  in  the  happy  garden  plac'dy 

Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  jay.  and  low, 

Uninterrupted  joy,  unrivaPd  love 

In  blifsful  folitudej  he  then  funrey'd 

Hell  and  the  gulf  between,  and  Satan  there         70 

Coafting  the  wall  of  Heav'n  on  this  fide  Night 

In 

the  happinefs  of  the  Saints  to  or  air,  bat  nvifbM  firmament,  with- 
confift.        Tbyer.  out  any  fphere  of  fixed  ftars  over 

62.  —  en  bis  right  5t>  as  07er  ***  earth'     The  flr*«» 

Tbe  radiant  image  of  bu ^  glory  Jut,   ?F  **?*  *"  was  itfelf  compr©. 
His  only  Son;]    According  to  St.   Glided  m  it,  and  made  a  part  of  it. 

Paul,  Heb.  I.  3.    His  Son <wbo       11'  H^God  bebolding  fhm  bk 

being  tbe  brigbtnefs  of  bis  glory,  and       __,,  ?r*/fe&  bigb, 

tbe  exprefs  image  of  bis  per/on Wberein  faft>  frefentf  future  be 

fat  down  on  tbe  rigbt  band  of  tbe    v  **»*»]   Boethros,   an  an. 

majefiy  on  bigb.  Let  the  difcerning  ™?r  '«*  ^worthy  of  our  poett 
linguift  compare  the  preceding  de-  ™itotion,  defcnWng  the  Deity  ufes 
fcriprion  of  God  with  that  by  Taf-  cxa£?X thc  ^mc  *****.  Qui  cum 
fo,  Cant.  9.  Stan,  cc,  c6,  c7.  ex  "/ta ?™vi&enti*  Jpeeula  refpkit, 

Hume.  W™  cuiquc  evemat.  DeConf.PM- 

72.  In  tbe  dun  air]  This  is  the  *  *" 

cer  bruno  of  the  Italians,  who  al-  $u*finU  yuefuerint,  veniantqut 

moft  conftantly  exprefs  a  gloomy  Uno  mentis  cernit  in  i&u. 
dufky  air  in  thefe  terms,     fbyer.  E>«  L.  5.  Metr.  2.       Tbyer. 

75.  Firm  land  imlofimtd,  nmtbout        79.  Tbus  to  bis  onh  Son  forefeeing 

firmament,  &c.  ]   The  uni-  Jfrb-']   H  Milton's  majefiy 

verfe  appear'd  to  Satan  to  be  a  fo-   forfakes  him  any  where,  it  is  in 

lid  globe,  incompafs'd  on  all  fides   thofe  parts  of  his  poem,  where  die 

'  but  uncertain  whether  with  water  divine  Perfons  are  introduced  as 

fpeakers. 
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In  the  dun  aklfub&nei  and  ready  now 
To  ftoop;  with  wearied  wings  and  willing  feet 
On  the  bare  outfide  of  thia  worlds  that  feem'd 
Firm  land  imbe&ta'd,  without  fjbnament,  75 

Uncertain  which,  in  ocean  or  in  air. 
Him  God  beholding  from  his  profpeft  high,    . 
Wherein  pad,  prefent,  future  he  beholds, 
Thus  to  his  only/Son  forefceing  fpake. 

Only  begotten  Son,  feeft  thou  what  rage  80 

Tranfports  our  Adverfary?  whom  no  bounds 

Prcfcrib'd, 

fpeakers.  One  may,  I  think,  ob-  of  Chriftianity,  and  drawn  toge- 
fervc  that  the  author  proceeds  with  ther  in  a  regular  fcheme  the  whole 
a  kind  of  fear  and  trembling,  djfoenfation  of  Providence  with 
whilft  he  defcribes  the  fentimcnts  refpeft  to  Man.  He  has  repre- 
of  the  Almighty.  He  dares  not  Tented  all  the  abftrufe  do&rins  of 
give  his  imagination,  its  full  play,  predeftination,  free-will  and  grace, 
Eat  choofes  to  confine  .himfelf  to  as  alfo  the  great  points  of  incarna- 
foch  thoughts  as  are  drawn  from  tion  and  redemption  (which  natu- 
the  books  of  the  moft  orthodox  di-  rally  grow  np  in  a  poem  that  treats 
vines,  and  to  fuch  expreflions  as  of  the  fall  of  Man)  with  great 
may  be  met  with  in  Scripture.  The  energy  of  expreffion,  and  in  a 
beauties  therefore,  which  we  are  clearer  and  ftronger  light  than  I 
to  lock  for  in  thefe  Speeches,  are  ever  met  with  in  any  other  writer, 
not  of  a  poetical  nature,  nor  fo  As  thefe  points  are  dry  in  them- 
proper  to  fill  the  mind  with  fen-  felves  to  the  generality  of  readers, 
timents  of  graadenr,  as  with  the  concife  ind' clear  nfatfner,  in 
thoughts  of  devotion.  The  paf-  which  he  has  treated  them,  is  very 
lions,  which  they  are  dcfign'd  to  jnuch  to  be  admired,  as  is  like*, 
raife,  are  a  divine  love  and  reli-  wife  that  particular  art  which  he 
gious fear.  The  particular  beauty  has  made  uie  of  in  the  mtgrfperA 
of  die  fpeeches  in  the  third  book  ing  of  all  thofe  graces  of  poetry, 
confifb  in  that  (hortnefs  and  per-  which  the  fubje&  was  capable  of 
fpicuity  of  ftUe,  in  which  the  poet  receiving.  Satan's  approach  to  the 
has  couchTd  the  greateft  myfterics  confines'  of  the  creation  ia  finely 
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Prefcrib'd,  no  bars  of  Hell,  nor  all  the  chain* 

Heap'd  on  htm  there,  nor  yet  the  main  abyfs 

Wide  interrupt  can  bold;  fo  bent  he  foems 

On  defperate  revenge,  that  fhall  redound  85 

Upon  his  own  rebellions  head.    And  now 

Through  all  rcftraint  broke  loofe  he  wings  his  way 

Not  far  off  Heav'n,  in  the  precin&s  of  light, 

Diredly  tow'ar  ds  the  new  created  world, 

And  Man  there  plac9d,  wkh  purpofc  to  aflay        90 

If  him  by  force  he  can  deftroy,  or  worfe, 

By  fomc  ialfe  guile  pervert;  and  (hall  pervert, 

For  Man  will  hearken  to  his  glozing  lies, 

And  eafily  tranfgrefs  the  fole  command, 

Sdle  pledge  of  his  obedience :  So  will  fall,  9$ 

He  and  his  faithlefs  progeny:  Whofe  fault? 

Whole  but  his  own?  Ingrate,  he  had  of  me 

All  he  could  have;  I  made  him  juft  and  right, 

Sufficient  to  have  flood,  though  free  to  fell. 

Such 

laiagad  in  the  begmmiig  of  the     •**  both  them  who  flood  and  then 
fpeecfc,    which  immediately  fbi-  who  _/>//; 

lows.  AiSfm      Freely  they  food  who  flood,  and 

feilwhofcIL    Bmtlry. 
*01%  —  lofb  than  <wbo  flood  md 

tbimnjobofmMi]  Both  the  108.  —  (rea/m  tdfo  it  tbokt)  } 
ftntithtttm  and  the  repetition  in  the  The  author  had  exprefs'd  the  fame 
Beset  line  ttmw  that  the  author  fenriment  before  in  profe.  "  Many 
gave  it*  V  there  be  that  complain  of  divine 

«  Proyi- 
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Such  I  created  til  ih' ethereal  Powers  IO* 

And  SpiVits,  both  them  who  Stood  and  them  who  failed; 

Frtely  they  ftood  who  flood,  and  fell  who  ML 

Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv*n  finccre 

Of  true  allegiance,  conftaht  faith  or  love, 

Where  only  what  they  needs  taaft  do  appeared,  io£ 

Not  what  they  would?  what  praife  could  they  received 

What  pleafare  I  from  futh  obedience  paid^ 

When  will  and  reafon  (reafon  alfo  is  choice) 

Ufelefs  and  vain,  of  freedom  both  defpoil'd, 

Made  paflive  both,  had  fcrv'd  neceflity,  ittf 

Not  me?  They  therefore  as  to  right  belonged, 

60  were  created,  nor  can  juftl/  accufe 

Their  maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  ftte» 

As  if  predeftination  over-rul'd 

Their  will>  dMpos'd  by  abfolute  decree  115 

Or  high  foreknowledge;  they  themfelves  decreed  * 

Their  own  revolt,  not  I;  if  I  foreknew, 

Fore- 

«  Providence  for  (offering  Adam  j  17.  — -  if  I  foreknew,]  Jf  here 

"to  tranfgrefc.    Foolifh  tongues!  does  not  imply  the  leaft  doubt  or 

"  when  God  gave  him  reafon,  he  uncertainty;    but  is  ufed,  as  it  is 

«  gave  him  freedom  to  choofe,  for  fomctimes  in  the  beil  authors,  in 

«  reafon  is  but  choofing :   he  had  the  fenfe  of  Though.     Though  I 

"  been  elfe  a  mere  artificial  Adam,  foreknew,  that  foreknowledge  bad 

&r.   See  his  Speech  for  the  liberty  ho  influence, 
of  unKcenc'd  printing,  p.  149,  ana 
150.  Edit.  173$. 
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Foreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  fault, 

Which  had  no  lefe  prov'd  certain  unforeknown. 

So  without  lcaft  impulfe  or  fhadow'  of  fate,        120 

Or  ought  by  me  immutably  forefoen, 

They  trefpafe,  authors  to  thcmfelyes  in  all 

Both  what  they  judge,  aod  what  they  choofej  for  fo 

I  forea'd  then*  free,  and  frie  they  muft  remain, 

Till  they  itithrail  themfclvrfs;  I  elfe  muft  change   125 

Their  nature,  and  revoke  the  high,tfecrec 

Unchangeable,  eternal,  which  ordain'd 

fTheir  freedom,  they  themfelves  brdain'd  their  fall. 

The  fiitt  fort  by  their  own  fuggeftion  fell, 

Self-tempted,  felf-deprav'd:  Man  falls,  deceiv'd  130 

By  th'  other  firft:  Man  therefore  (hail  find  grace, 

TKe 

'12 1.  Or  ought  by  me  immutably  forefeen  as  to  be  immutable.    If 
fort/An,]  To  firefee  immuta-  Milton  had  dictated  immutable,  he 
bh  ( fays  Dr.  Benuey )    are  two  would  probably  have  (aid, 
ideas  that  cannot  unite:  he  thinks  n„  .„*,  ;mtwit^KU  i«,  «^  c^ 
therefore  that  Milton  muf*  have  °r  g&*  »»«aWc  hy  me  for- 
given it  immutably  foredoom V.  His  * 

objection  is  right,  but  his  eroenda-  135.  Thus  nubile  God Jfrake,  &c] 

tion  is  wrong,   I  think.     Milton  The  effc&s  of  this  rpeech  in'dte 

feems  rather  to  have  di&ated,  blefled  Spirits,  and  in  the  cb'viite 

Or  ought  by  me  immutable  fore-   Pcrfon  *°  *&°?  lt  w?  "*****% 
^^       '  cannot  but  fill  the  mind  of  the  rea- 

der with  a  fecret  pleafure  and  com* 
where  ought  immutable  may  fignify    placency.  AMfo*. 

any  event  that  cannot  be  chang'd    Our  Milton  here  (hows,   that  he 
or  alter'd.  Pearce*    was  no  fervile  imitator  of  the  An- 

Jmmutably  forefeen  feems  to  mean  fo  dents.    It  is  very  well  known  that 

hi$ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Bboklll.    PARADISE  LOST/  i97 

The  other  none :  in  mere/  and  jufticc  both, 
Through  Heav'n  and  Earth,  fo  fhall  my  glory*  excel, 
But  mercy  flcft  and  laft  fhall  brighteft  fliine. 

Thus  while  God  fpake,  ambrofial  fragrance  fiil'd 
All  Heay'n,  and  in  the  blefled  SpiVite  cloSt         136 
Senfe  of  new  joy  ineffable  diffiis'd : 
Beyoqd  compare  the  Son  of  God  was;  feen 
Moft  glorious;  in  him  all  his  Father  (hone 
SubftantiaUy  exprefs'd;  and  in  his  face  140 

Divine  companion  vifibly  appeared, 
Love  without  end,  and  without  meafure  grace, 
Which  uttering  thus  he  to  his  Father  fpake* 

O  Father,  gracious  was  that  word  which  clos'd 
Thy  fovran  fentence,  that  Man  (hould  find  grace;  145* 

For 

bis  mafter  Homer,  and  all  who  fbl-  him.  There  is  a  paflage  in  Ariofto, 
lowed  him,  where  they  are  rcpre-  which  is  exa&ly  in  the  fame  tafte 
fcnting  the  Deity  fpeaking,  dc-  with  what  Milton  has  given  us, 
{bribe  a  fcene  of  terror  and  awful  Cant.  29.  St  30. 
confteraation.  The  Hewm,  Seas  Dio  cosJ  dlfle  }  c  fc  ferena  intomo 
and  Earth  trtmbU  &c,  and  this,  to  L»ari^  c  tranquillo  U  mar  iu  ^ 
be  fure*    was  confident   enough  mai  fuffe 

with  their  natural  notions  of  the  Thm  faid  ^  m  hcft  ^  thca 
fepreme  Being :  but  it  would  not  ^ere  M  ^  * 

have  been  fo  agreeable  to  the  mild,  A  wondr0ttS  C3lm  in  waters  and 
merciful,  and  T>enevolent  idea  of  b  ^        Harrington. 

the    Deity    upon    the     Chnftian  °         <[* 

fcheme,  and  therefore  our  author  '    ' 

has  very  judicioufly  made  the  14°-  SubftantiaUy  exfnfs'a'i]  Ac- 
words  of  the  Almighty  difFufing  cording  to  Heb.  I.  3.  where  the  Son 
fragrance  and  delight  to  all  around   of  God  fc  liiled,  the  brigktnefs  of 

his 
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For  which  both  Heaven  and  Earth  (hall  high  catol 

Thy  praifes,  with  th'  itmuznerable  found 

Of  hymns  and  (acred  fangs,  wherewith  thy  throne 

Incompafs'd  (hall  refotmd  thee  ever  bkft. 

For  (hoold  Man  finally  he  loft,  (hould  Man*      t$4. 

Thy  creature  late  fo  lov'd,  thy  youngeft  (on, 

Fall  circumvented  thu*  by  ftaud,  though  join'd 

With  his  own  folly?  that  be  from  thee  far, 

That  far  be  from  thee,  Father,  who  art  judge 

Of  all  things  made,  and  judged:  only  right         l$$ 

Or  (hall  the  Adverfary  thus  obtain 

His  end,  and  fruftrate  thine?  (hall  he  fulfil 

His  malice,  and  thy  goodnefs  bring  to  nought, 

Or  proud  return,  though  to  his  heavier  doom, 

Yet 

hit  Pother's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  join'd  to  found  and  force*  yet  in 
image  of  his  per/on;  X*f**3"P  T"<  (tnkrchn  to  Jongs  2nd  Spirits.  Sea 
t/Voraff «<  cu/rv*  the  chara&er  of  aHb  X.  a68.  Again  he  diftikes 
his  fubftance,  as  the  original  ex-  found,  becaufe  refiund  fellows  in  die 
prefteth  it.        Hume,  next  verfe  but  one.    But  this  way 

1 47.  —with  th%  innumerable  found  of  writmg  is  common  in  this  poem : 
Of  hymns  and f acred  fangs,  ]  Dr.  See  1. 643.  and  II.  190, 192.  So 
Bentley  reads  with  innumerable  in  I.  441*  442.  we  read  Jongs  un- 
f  rains  &c.  He  thinks  it  ftrange  to  fum* .  And  we  have  the  very  thing 
find  innumerable  join'd  to  a  lingular  which  the  Dodor  finds  fault  with 
number,  unlefs  the  fubftantive  ira-  in  VII.  558. 
plies  multitude  in  the  very  name : 

But  is  not  innumerable  found  offings  Follow'd  with  acclamation  and  the 
here  the  fame    with    innumerable  found 

force  of  Spirits  in  1. 101.?  In  both  Symphonious  of  teft  thoufand 
places  the  word  innumerable,  tho9  harps  that  tun'd 

Angelic 
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Yet  with  revenge  accompliih'd,  and  to  Hell       160 

Draw  after  htm  the  whole  race  of  mankind, 

By  him  corrupted?  or  wilt  thoa  thyfelf 

Abolifh  thy  creation,  and  unmake 

For  him,  what  for  thy  glory  thou  haft  made  ? 

So  fhould  thy  goodnefs  and  thy  greatnefs  both    r6 5 

Be  queftion'd  and  blafphem'd  without  defenfe. 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  reply'd. 
O  Son,  in  whom  my  foul  hath  chief  delight, 
Son  of  my  hofom,  Son  who  art  alone 
My  word,  my  wifdom,  and  effeftual  might,       170 
All  haft  thou  fpoken  as  my  thoughts  are,  all 
As  my  eternal  purpofe  hath  decreed: 
Man  (hall  not  quite  be  loft,  but  fav'd  who  will, 

Yet 

Angelic  harmonics:  die  earth,  the  may  be  jufiifyM  as  weD  from  the 
air  Saxon.    . 

Refounded.        Pearce.  168.  0^w,&c]   The  Son  * 

155.— that  b$  from  thee  far,  *c]  here  addrefs'd  by  feveral  titles  and 
An  imitation  of  Genefia,  XVIIL  appellations  borrow'd  from  Scrip- 
25.  Thai  be  far  from  tbe$  to  do  of-  ture.  O  Son,  in  whom  my  foul  bath 
ttr  this  maimer,  to  fay  the  righteous  chief  delight,  from  Mat.  III.  17. 
with  the  wicked;  and  that  the  righ-  My  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well 
tetms  Jhould  be  as  the  wicked,  that  be  fdeafed.  Son  of  my  hofom,  from  John 
far  from  thee:  Jballnot  the  judge  of  I.  18.  The  only  begotten  Son  which  is 
all  the  earth  do  right?  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father.      My 

.    ^8. nought,']  This  word  and   word,  from  Rwr.  XIX.  13.  Andhis 

ought  our  author  moft  ufually  fpells   name  is  called  the  word  of  God.    My 
naught  and  aught,   and  they  may    wifdom  and  effe3ual  might,    from 
be  fpelt  either  way*    hut  this  is    1  Cor.  I.  24.  Cbrift  the  power  of 
trown    obfolete,    and    the   other  God  and  the  wifdom  of  God. 
*;  180.  By 
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Yet  not  of  will  in  him,  but  grace  in  me 

Freely  vpuchfaf  d$  once  more  I  will  renew        175 

His  lapfed  powVs,  though  forfeit  and  inthrall'd 

By  fin  to  foul  exorbitant  defires; 

Upheld  by  me,  yet  once  more  he  (hall  ftand 

On  even  ground  againft  his  mortal  foe, 

By  me  upheld,  that  he  may  know'  how  frail       180 

His  falTn  condition  is,  and  to  me  owe 

All  his  deliverance,  and  to  none  but  me. 

Some  I  have  chofen  of  peculiar  grace 

Ele&  above  the  reft;  fo  is  my  will: 

The  reft  (hall  hear  me  call,  and  oft  be  warn'd     185 

Their  finful  ftate,  and  to  appeafe  betimes 

Th*  incenfed  Deity,  while  ofFer'd  grace 

Invites;  for  I  will  clear  their  fenfes  dark, 

What  may  fuffice,  and  foften  ftony  hearts 

To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due.         190 

To 

180.  By  me  upheld,]  It  was  be-  did  not  hold  the  do&rin  of  rigid 
fore,  ver.  178.  Upheld  by  me.  The  j>redeftination ;  he  wai  of.  the  fen- 
turn  of  the  words  is  remarkable,  timents  of  the  more  moderate  Cal- 
And  we  have  the  oftner  taken  no*  vinifts,  and  thought  that  fome  in- 
tice  of  thefe  turns  of  the  words,  deed  were  cle&ed  of  peculiar 
becaufe  it  has  been  objected  by  grace,  the  reft  might  be  laved* 
Dryden  and  others,  that  there  complying  with  the  terms  and  con- 
were  no  turns  of  die  words  in  ditions  of  the  Gofpel. 
Milton.  102.  — —  endevcrd]  So  Milton 

183.  Some  I  have  chofen  of  peeu~  fpelfs  this  word,   and  it  is  moft 

liar  grace  &cj  Our  author  agreeable  to  our  pronunciation  of 
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To  pray'r,  repentance,  and  obedience  due, 

Though  but  endevor'd  with  iincere  intent, 

Mine  ear  {hall  not  be  flow,  mine  eye  not  (hut. 

And  I  will  place  within  them  as  a  guide 

My  umpire  confcience,  whom  if  they  will  hear, 

Light  after  light  well  us'd  they  fhall  attain,  196 

And  to  the  end  perfifting,  fafe  arrive. 

This  my  long  fufferance  and  my  day  of  grace 

They  who  negled  and  fcorn,  fhall  never  taftej 

But  hard  be  hardened,  blind  be  blinded  more,     206 

That  they  may  ftumble  on,  and  deeper  falls 

And  none  but  fuch  from  mercy  I  exclude. 

But  yet  all  is  not  done;  Man  difobeying, 

Difloyal  breaks  his  fealty,  and  fins 

Againft  the  high  fupremacy  of  Heaven*  205- 

AfFe&ing  God-head,  and  fo  lofing  all, 

To  expiate  his  treafon  hath  nought  left, 

But 

it,  aa  well  as  to  its  derivation  from  Deity  by  putting  in  his  mouth  this 

the  French  en  and  devoir.  horrid  do&rin  of  a  day  of  grace, 

197.  And  to  the  end perfifting,  fafe  after  which  it  is  not  poffible  for  a, 
arrive.']  He  that  induretb  to  man  to  repent ;  and  there  can  be 

the  end /ball bef*vedt  Mat.  X.  22.       no  fort  of  excufe  for  him,  except 

198.  This  my  long  fufferance  and  the  candid  reader  will  make  fomc 
my  day  of  grace  allowance  for  the  prejudices,  which 

Tbey  nvbo  negleel  and  front,  Jhall  he  might  poflibly  receive  from  the 

never  tafte ;  ]    It  is  a  great  gloomy  divinity  of  that  entKufiaflic 

pity  that  our  author  mould  have  age  in  which  he  lived.  Tbyer* 

thus    debafed  the  dignity  of  the 

.Vol.  I.  Y  21$.  — and 
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But  to  deftruSbn  facred  and  devote, 

He  with  hi$  whole  pofterity  muft  die, 

Pie  he  or  juftice  muftj  unlefe  for  him  210' 

Some  other  able,  and  as  willing,  pay 

The  rigid  fetisfa&ion,  death  for  death. 

Say  heav'nly  Pow'rs,  where  fhall  we  find  fuch  love  ? 

Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal  to  redeem 

Man's  mortal  crime,  and  juft  th'  unjuft  to  &ve  ?    215 

Dwells  in  all  Heaven  charity  fo  dear? 

.  He  afk'd,  but  all  the  heav'nly  quire  flood  mute, 

And  filence  was  in  Heav'n :  on  Man's  behalf 

Patron  or  interceflbr  none  appear'd, 

Much  lefs  tfyat  durft  upon  his  own  head  draw     220 

The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ranfome  fet. 

And  now  without  redemption  all  mankind 

Muft 

2 1  $.— and  juft  tV  unjttft  to/ove?]  a  filence  in  Heaven*            4Mfo*. 

That  is,  Which  of  ye  will  be  fo  This  beautiful  circimrfbncc  is  raif- 

juft  as  to  fave  the  unjuft  ?   Which  ed  upon  Rev.  VIII.  i.  where  upon 

of  ye  will  be  righteous  enough  to  a  certain  occafion  it  is  faid,  "There 

fupply  the  defects  of  others  righ-  was  filence  in  Heave*.     And  fo,  as 

teoufnefs  ?    It  is  plainly  an  alluhon  there  was  filence  in  Hell,  when  k 

to  1  Pet.  III.  18.  For Chrift  alfi  hath  was  propos'd  who  ihould  be  font 

mce  fufferyd  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the  on  the  dangerous  expedition  to  de- 

™7*A  ftroy  mankind,    there  is  likewife 

2 1 7. -Pood  mute,']  I  need  not  filence  in  Heaven,  when  it  is  aik'd 

point  out  the  beauty  of  that  cir-  who  would  be  willing  to  pay  the 

cumftance,  wherein  the  whole  hoft  price  of  their  redemption.     Satan 

of  Angels  are  reprefented  as  ftand-  alone  was  fit  to  undertake  the  one, 

ing  mute,    nor  mow  how  proper  as  the  Son  of  God  the  other.    But 

the  occafion  was  to  produce  fuch  tho'  the  filence  is  the  fame  in  both 

places, 
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Mud  have  been  loft,  adjndg'd  to  Death  and  Hell 

By  doom  fevere,  had  not  the  Son  of  God, 

In  whom  the  fulnefs  dwelk  of  love  divine,         22$ 

His  deareft  mediation  thus  renew'd. 

Father,  thy  word  is  paft,  Man  fliall  find  grace; 

And  fliall  grace  not  find  means,  that  finds  her  way, 

The  fpeedieft  of  thy  winged  meflengers, 

"to  vifit  all  thy  creatures,  and  to  all  230 

Comes  unpfevented,  tmimplor'd,  unfought  ? 

Happy  for  Man,  fo  coming;  he  her  aid 

Ckn  never  feek,  once  dead  in  fins  and  loft; 

Atonement  for  himfelf  or  offering  meet, 

Bfkbted  and  undone,  hath  none  to  bring:  235* 

Behold  me  then ;  me  for  him,  life  for  life 

1  offer;  on  me  let  thine  anger  fall ; 

Account 

places,  the  difference  of  the  ex-  curwwrks,  hut  acctrdhg  to  his  ovm 

preffion  is  remarkable.    In  Hell  it  purpofe  ami  grace.  Pfal.  LXXXVIIL 

is  faid  ail  fat  mutt,   II.  42O,    as  1  £*  But  unto  thee  have  I  crfd,  O 

there  the  infernal  peers  were  fitting  hard*  and  in  the  morning  Jhall  my 

in  council;  but  here  it  is  faid  they  prayer  prevent  thee.     Here  the  fa- 

food  mute,  as  the  good  Angels  were  vor  if  it  comes,  comes  not  unpre- 

ftanding  round  about  the  throne  of  vented;    prayer  prevents  or  go*s 

God.  before  God's  goodnefs. 

231.  Comes  unprevented,"}  Prevent  Richard/bu. 

from  pravenire   to  come    before. 

This  grace  is  not  preceded  by  mc-        236.  Behold  me  then;  me  for  him, 
lit  or   fupplication;    itfelf  prevents  life  for  life 

or  goes  before ;  'tis  a  free  gift,  as        /  offer ;  on  me  let  thht  anger  fail  \ 
XL  3.  Prevenient  grace  defcending9        Account  me  Man\\  The  frequent 

&c.    2  Tim.  I.-  9.  Hot  according  to  and  vehement  repetition, of  is*  her* 

Y  z  i? 
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Account  me  Man;  I  for  his  fake  will  leave 

Thy  bofom,  and  this  glory  next  to  thee 

Freely  put  off,  and  for  him  laftly  die  240 

Well  pleas'd ;  on  me  let  Death  wreck  all  his  rage ; 

Under  his  gloomy  pow'r  I  fhall  not  long 

Lie  vanquifh'd;  thou  haft  giv'n  me  to  poflefs 

Life  in  myfelf  for  ev'r;  by  thee  I  live, 

Though  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  his  due  245 

All  that  of  me  can  die;  yet  that  debt  paid, 

Thou  wilt  not  leave  me  in  die  loathfome  grave 

His  prey,  nor  fuffer  my  unfpotted  foul 

For  ever  with  corruption  there  to  dwell; 

But  I  fhall  rife  victorious,  and  fubdue  250 

My  vanquifher,  fpoii'd  of  his  vaunted  fpoil; 

Death  his  death's  wound  fhall  then  receive,  and  ftoop 

Inglorious, 

U  very  like  that  in  Virgil,  JEn.        249.         with  corruption  there  t§ 

IX.  427.  dwell;]    According  to  the 

Me,  me:  adfum  qui  feci :    in  me   ™ri&*  Fo r  thou  wilt  not  leave  m; 

convertite  ferrum :  ></"?  H/I!>  ™*hrf«f"  *««L«* 

One  to  fee  corruption,  rial.  XVI.  10. 

and  a  little  afterwards,  applied  to  our  Saviour's  refurre&on 

ik^v-  —   a  „.,•  ^ft  n:.»4e .  ;»  —   ty  St.  Peter,  Acts  II.  20,  21,  8cc. 

Conjidte,  -6  Rutuli;  m  primum  f        .J""™')  /..*■  reV 
ibfumite  ferro.  *  forry  to  obferve,  that  the  qu.mt 

conceit  in  this  line  is  very  mcon- 

244.  Life  in  mjfe/ffor  entr ;]  For   fiftent  with  the  character  of  the 

at  the  Father  hath  Itfe  in  himfelf,  fo   fpeaker,  and  unworthy  of  the  ma- 

hatb  he  given*  to  the  Son  to  have  fife  jefty  of  the  reft  of  the  fpeechu 

in  himfdf  John  V.  26.  Milton  might  perhaps  be  led  into 

.  it 
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Inglorious,  of  his  mortal  ftihg  difarm'd. 

I  through  the  ample  air  in  triumph  high 

Shall  lead  Hell  captive  maugre  Hell,  and  (how   255 

The  Pow'rs  of  darknefs  bound.  Thou  at  the  fight 

Pleas'd,  out  of  Heaven  (halt  look  down  and  (mile, 

While  by  thee  rais'd  I  ruin  all  my  foes, 

Death  lad,  and  with  his  carcafs  glut  the  grave: 

Then  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeemed  260 

Shall  enter  Heav'n  long  abfent,  and  return, 

Father,  to  fee  thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 

Of  anger  (hall  remain,  but  peace  afiur'd 

And  reconcilement;  wrath  (hall  be  no  more 

Thenceforth,  but  in  thy  prefence  joy  entire.       265 

His  words  here  ended,  but  his  meek  afp&t 

Silent  yet  fpake,  and  breath'd  immortal  love 

To 

it  by  a  witticifin  of  the  fame  kind  openly,  triumphing  over  thorn  in  Up 

in  Seneca,    who  fpeaking  of  the  Col.  II.  15. 
terror  Pluto  was  in  From  the  wound        259.  Death  loft,]   According  to 

he  received  from  Hercules,  fays,  St.  Paul,  The  laft  enemy  that /hall  bo 

Here.  Fur.  ver.  568.  *  deftrofd  is  Death,  1  Cor.  XV.  26. 

EfFugit  tenui  vulnere  faudus,  ***'  ™s  *T*  J^  "■**   *" 

Bt  mortis  dominus  pertimmt  mori.  -,.,    '     *"'?  *{?* *    -,    ,x„    A 

n          Thyer  Silent  yet  Jpake,   &c.J   What  a 

7    '  charming  and  lovely  picture  has 

254.  /  through  the  ample  air  in  Milton  given  us  of  God  the  Son 

triumph  high  &c]  Thou  haft  conftder'd  as  our  Saviour  and  Re* 

afcended  on  high,  thou  haft  led  capti-  deemer?  not  in  the  kail  inferior 

vity  captive,    Pfal.    LXVIII.    18.  in  its  way  to  that  grander  one  ia 

And  having  fpoiltd  Principalities  and  the  6th  book,  where  he  defcribes 

Powprs,   he  made  a  Jhow  of  thm  him  clothed  with  majefty  and  tcr- 

Y  3  ror, 
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To  mortal  men,  above  which  only  ihonc 

Filial  obedience;  as  a  facrifice 

Qlad  to  be  oflier  'd,  he  attends  the  will  270 

Of  his  great  Father.     Adaiiratiop  feis'd 

AU  Heav'jo,  what  this  aright  mean,  and  whither  tend 

Wond'ring;  but  foon  th*  Almighty  thus  reply'd. 

O  thou  in  Heav'n  and.  Earth  the  oi)ly  peace 

Found  out  for  mankind  under  wrath,  O  thou      275 

My  fole  pomplacence !  well  thoa  know'/l  how  dear 

To  me  are  all  my  works,  aor  Mgn  the  leaft, 

Though  laft treated;  that  for  him  I  fpare 

Thee  from  my  bofom  and  right  hand,  to  fave, 

By  lofing  thee  awhile,  the  whole  race  loft,         280 

Thou  therefore,  whom  thou  only  canft  redeem, 

Their  nature  alfo  to  thy  native  join  j 

And 

tor,  taking  vengeance  of  his  ene-  gpod  and  benevolent  being.    The 
mies      Before  he,  reprefents  him/  mute  eloquence,  which  our  author 

{peaking,  he  makes  divine  compaf  has  fo  prettily  expreft'd  in  his /lent 

fion%  love  without  end,   and  grace  yet  Jpaie,  is  with  no  left  beauty  de« 

without  mea/ure  vifiify  to  appear  in  fcribed  by  Taflb  at  the  end  of  Ar» 

fa  face:  ver.  140.  and  carrying  on  mida's  fpeech  to  Godfrey.  Cant.  4. 

the  fame  amiable  pi&ure,  makes  St.  65. 

breatbinr    tmmortal  love  to  mortal  d  *"** 

nun    Codling  could  be  better  con-     Con  chc,   g,    rf    ^ 

triv'd  to  leave  a  deeo  imoreffion  ^M         ^         **** 

upon  the  reader's  mind,  and  I  be-  r   6  ^^ 

Heve  one  may  venture  to  affert,       269.  —  as  a  facrifice  &c«]   An 
that  no  art  or  words  could  lift  the   allufion  to  Pfal,  XL.  6.   and  the 
imagination  to  ?  Wronger  idea  of  4  following  verfi»/.  Sacrifice  and  of- 
fering 
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And  be  thyielf  Man  among  men  on  earth, 

Made  flefh,  when  time  mail  be,  of  virgin  feed, 

By  wondrous  birth:  be  thou  in  Adam's  room     285 

The  head  of  all  mankind,  though  Adam's  fon. 

As  in  him  perUh  all  men,  fo  in  thee, 

As  from  a  fecond  root,  mall  be  reftor'd 

As  many  as  are  reftor'd,  without  thee  none. 

His  crime  makes  guilty  all  his  fons }  thy  merit    290 

Imputed  fhall  abfohre  them  who  renounce 

Their  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds. 

And  live  in  thee  tranfplanted,  and  from  thee 

Receive  new  life.    So  Man,  as  is  mod;  juft, 

Shall  fatisfy  for  Man,  be  judg'd  and  die,  295 

And  dying  rife,  and  rifing  with  him  raife 

His  brethren,  ranfom'd  with  his  own  dear  life. 

So 

fering  tbou  didfi  m#  defirt,  mint  tart  And  Antony  to  Twbonim,   Jul. 

baft  tbou  ofemd;  burnt-offering  and  CsuC.  A&IH. 

fcn-offtring  baft  tbou  not  required:  n     h  /(7,   not  leajt  in  bve. 

The*  feed  I,  L*  I torn;  in  tbt-v  ,       /       ,        a 

(urrf  tf  tbt  book  it  it  turitten  of  vu:  281.  — •inborn  tint  only  caxft  ft- 

J  delight  to  do  thy  toil!,  O  my  Gpdi  dam,    ■ 

fttu  tin  l«m  H  -within  my  htart.  '[beir  nature]  That  is.  the  natnre 

*^  of  them,  whom  thoa  only  canft 

877.  — «r«&«rf»A»A]The  ™***m     A  mannerof  fpcaking 

leaft   dear,    Tbougb  la  ft  treated ;  very  ufual  with  our  anthor. 

S^&L       P"*U"       ^.Jsinbimferi^men^c.) 
to  Cordelia,  Aft  J.  for  J,  in  Adam  all  die,  even  fo  m 

niftjballallbt  made  alive,  1  Cot. 

V.  aa. 

Y  4    '  J99»  Giving 
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So  heav'nly  love  fhall  outdo  hellifh  hate, 

Giving  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem, 

So  dearly  to  redeem  what  helliflr  hate  300 

So  eafily  deftroy'd,  and  ftill  deftroys 

In  thofe  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 

Nor  (halt  thou,  by  defcending  to  aflume 

Man's  nature,  leffen  or  degrade  thine  own. 

'Bccaufe  thou  haft,  though  thron'd  in  higheft  blifs 

Equal  to  God,  and  equally  enjoying  306 

God-like  fruition,  quitted  all  to  fave 

A  world  from  utter  lofe,  and  haft  been  found 

By  merit  more  than  birthright  Son  of  God, 

Found  worthieft  to  be  fo  by  being  good,  310 

Far 

399.  Giving  to  death,  and  dying  "  demption)  is  wanting.     But  to 

to  redeem,]  The  love  of  the  u  pay  a  price  implying  a  volon- 

Father  in  giving  the  Son  to  death,  «  tary  aft,  the  poet  therefore  well 

and  the  love  of  the  Son  in  fub-  "  exprefles  it  by  giving  to  death 

mitting  to  it  and  dying  to  redeem  "that  is  giving  himfelf  to  death; 

mankind.     Mr.  Warburton   thus  "  fo  that  the  fenfe  of  the  line  fully 

explains  it.     "  Milton's  fyftem  of  «  exprefles  Milton's  notion,  Hea- 

.**  divinitv  taught,    fays    he,    not  "  venfy  love  gave  a  friee  fir  the  re- 

*'  only  that  Man  was  redeemed,  "  demption  of  mankind,  and  by  vir* 

"  but  likewife  that  a  real  price  "  tue  of  that  price  really  redeemed 

"  was  paid  for  his    redemption;  «  them.n 

€t  ty*&  t0  "deem  therefore  fignify-  301.  —  and  ftill  deftroys']   Dr. 

"  ing  onljr  redemption  in  a  vague  Bentley  objects  to  ftill  deftroys,  that 

"  uncertain  fenfe,  but  imperfectly  this  fpeech  is  before  Adam's  fall, 

"  reprefents  his   fyftem ;   fo  im-  and  therefore  he  thinks  that  Mil- 

««  perfectly  that  it  may  as  well  be  ton  gave  it  and  will  deftroy.    But 

•«  called  the  Sockiian;  the  price  there  are  many  paflages  m  thefe 

?  paid  (which  implies  a  proper  re-  fpecches   of  God    and    Meffiafc, 

where 
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Far  more  than  great  or  high;  becaufe  in  thee 
Love  hath  abounded  more  than  glory9  abounds, 
Therefore  thy  humiliation  fliall  exalt 
With  thee  thy  manhood  alfo  to  this  throne; 
Here  {halt  thou  fit  incarnate,  here  (halt  reign     31$ 
Both  God  and  Man,  Son  both  of  God  and  Man, 
Anointed  univerfal  king;  all  power 
I  give  thee;  reign  for  ever,  and  aflume 
Thy  merits;  under  thee  as  head  fupreme 
Thrones,  Princedoms,  Pow'rs,  Dominions  I  reduce : 
All  knees  to  thee  (hall  bow,  of  them  that  bide    321 
In  Heav'n,  or  Earth,  or  under  Earth  in  Hell. 
When  thou  attended  glorioufly  from  Heaven 

Shalt 

where  the  fall  is  fpoken  of  as  a  notice  as  an  inftanoe  of  Milton's 

thing  paft;    perhaps  becaufe    all  orthodoxy  with  relation  to  the  di- 

things,  even  future  ones,  are  pre-  vinity  of  God  the  Son. 

fcnt  to  the  divine  Mind.    Thus  we  317.        —all  fewer 

read  in  ver.  151.  I  give  thai)  Mat.  XXVIIL  18. 

Thycre^elateiblov'd:  "ffT'iZSSL 

and  ver.  181.  Thy  *»*"*]  Imitated  from  Ho- 

His  faU'n  condition  is:  —  ed  to  the  divine  Perfon  to  whom 

And  yet  thefe  two  paflages,  with  it  is  fpoken. 

others  of  the  fame  kind,  Dr.  Bent-  %zi.JU knees  to  thee Jballbenojkc] 

ley  has  fiiffer'd  to  ftand  uncenfur'd.  That  ai  the  name  of  J  ejus  every  knee 

Pearce.  fioutd  low,  of  things  in  Heaven,  and 

306.  Equal  to  God,  and  equally  en-  things  in  Earth,  and  things  under  the 

jtying-  Earth,  Philip.  II.  10. 
God-like  fruition.]  ThU  deferves 

334.  The 
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Shalt  ia  the  iky  appear*. and  from  thee  fend 

The  fttmmoning  Arch- Angels  to  proclame  325 

Thy  dread  tribunal;  forthwith  from  all  winds 

The  living,  and  forthwith  the  cited  dead 

Of  all  paft  ages,  to  the  general  doom 

Shall  haften,  fuch  a  peal  (hall  roufe  their  deep. 

Then  all  thy  faints  aflembled,  thou  (halt  judge   330 

Bad  men  and  Angela;  they  arraign'd  (hall  fink 

feeneath  thy  fentence;  Hell,  her  numbers  full, 

Thenceforth  (hall  be  for  ever  (hut.    Mean  while 

The  world  (hall  burn,  and  from  her  afhcs  fpring 

New 

334.  Tbe  nvorU Jball  bum,  Sec.  ]  New  Heav'n  and  Earth,  wherein 
Tbt  Human  being  en  fire  Jball  be  the  juft  (hall  dwelL 
££bhed,  and  t be  elements  Jball  melt  Both  Heav'n  and  Earth,  wherein 
nuitb  fervent  beat ;  nevertbelefs  <we9           the  juft  (hall  dwell* 

s^^asJS^ic:  j*r -"■*  *attho;stPc. 

335.  jfe»  Omfm  and  BmthA  m*"  "ff  of  the  phrafc  of  ft«,« 
Br?  rfentley  reads  JW»t  for  (he  w^-  M  *%»}*?.  Hf' 
&ys)  W.  is  the  feat  of  God,  «*  «*?  *  "".  *?*»  frjt1  ** 
Heav'nsvt  the  vifible  ones,  all  not  ?'£f  **'  '*  **  *""*  Wir' 
beyond  the  fixed  ftars:  but  Ifind  *^*  *"**• 

Milton  almoft  always  ufing  the       337.  &*  golden  days,  fruitful  tf 
known  Jewifti  phrafe  of  Heaven  golden  deeds,] 

and  Bartb  to  exprefe  the  whole     Toto  f(II^         aurea  mnndQ 
creauonby.    See  inftances  m  VII.  *Virg.Eci.IV.9.    Hume. 

62,  167,  23s,  256, 617.  VIII.  15, 

70.  X.  638,  647.  XI.  66,  901.  341.  God /ball  be  all  in  all.]  Ac- 

Pearee.  cording  to  1  Cor.  XV.  28.  And 
The  laft  verfe  cited  by  Dr.  Pearce  token  all  things  /ball be  fubdned  un- 
is  almoft  the  fame  as  this  we  are  to  bins,  then  Jball  the  Son  a/Jo  him- 
here  confidering.  filf  it  JubjeH-unf  him,  that  pur  *U 

things 
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New  HeaV'n  and  Earth,  wherein  the  juft  fljall  dwell, 

And  after  all  their  tribulations  long  336 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds, 

With  joy  and  love  triumphing,  and  fair  truth* 

Then  thou  thy  regal  fcepter  ihalt  lay  by, 

For  regal  fcepter  then  no  more  (hall  neaj*  34Q 

God  (hall  be  all  in  all.     But  all  ye  Gods, 

Adore  him,  who  to  compafs  all  this  diesj 

Adore  the  Son,  and  honor  him  as  me. 

No  fooner  had  th'  Almighty  ceas'd,  but  all  * 

The  multitude  of  Angels,  with  a  fhout  34^ 

Loud 

things  under  him,  that  God  may  he  this    divine     dialogue    with    the 

all  in  all.  fpeeches  of  the  Gods  in  Homer 

341.         But  all  ye  Gods,  and  Virgil,  he  will  Bnd  the  Chri- 

Adore  him,']  From  Pfal.  XCVII.  Irian  poet  to  tranfccnd  the  Hea- 

7.  Worfinp  him,  all  ye  Gods,  that  is  then,    as  much  as  the  religion  of 

all  ye  Angels  \  and  fo  it  is  tranflated  the  one  furpafles  that  of  the  others. 

fcy  the  Seventy,  and  fo  it  is  cited  Their  deities  talk  and  aft  like  men, 

by  St.  Paul,  Heb.  I.  6.  And  let  all  but  Milton's  divine  Perrons  are  di- 

tie  Angels  of God  ivor/hip  him.  vine  Perfons  indeed,    and   talk  ia 

343.  Adore  the  Son,    and  honor  the  language  of   God,    that  is  in 
him  as  me.]    That  all  men  the  language  of  Scripture.     He  is 

Jhovld  honor  the  Son,    even  as  they  fo  very  fcrupulous  and  ex  aft  in  this 

honor  the  Father.  John  V.  23.  particular,  that  perhaps  there  is  not 

344.  No  fooner  had  thy  Almighty  a  tingle  expreflion,  which  may  not 
eeasd,   &c]   The  clofe  of  be  juftify'd    by  the  authority  of 

this  divine  colloquy,  with  the  hymn  holy  Writ.  We  have  taken  notice 

of  Angels  that  follows  upon  it,  of  fcvcral,  where  he  feems  to  have 

are  fo  wonderfully  beautiful  and  copied  the  letter  of  Scripture,  and 

poetical,  that  I  mould  not  forbear  the  fpirit  of  Scripture  breathes  in 

inferring  the  whole,  if  the  bounds  all  the  reft, 
6f  my  paper  would  give  me  leave.         345.  The  multitude  of  Angels,  &c] 

Addifon.  The  conftruftion  is  this,   All  the 

If  the  reader  pleafes  to  compare  multitude  of  Angels  uttering  joy  with 

a 
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Loud  as  from  numbers  without  number,  fwect 
As  from  Weft  voices,  uttering  joy,  Heav'n  rung 
With  jubilee,,  and  loud  Hofanna's  fill'd 
Th'  eternal  regions :  lowly  reverent 
Tow'ards  either  throne  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground 
With  folemn  adoration  down  they  caft  35 1 

Their  crowns  inwove  with  amarant  and  gold; 
.Immortal  amarant,  a  flow'r  which  once 

In 


a  Jhout  loud  as  &c.  Heaven  rung, 
&c.  where  the  firft  words  are  put 
in  the  ablative  cafe  abfolutely. 

f  Pearce. 

351.  »  ■  down  they  caft 
Their  crowns]  So  they  are  repre- 
feBted  Rev.  IV.  10.  The  four  and 
twenty  elders  fall  down  he/ore  him 
that  fat  on  the  throne,  and  worfhip 
kirn  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever, 
and  caft  their  crowns  before  the 
throne. 

353.  Immortal  amarant^]  Ama- 
rant AfA4£«r]©-  Greek,  for  un- 
fading, that  decayeth  not;  a  flower 
of  a  purple  velvet  color,  which 
fho*  gather'd,  keeps  its  beauty,  and 
when  all  other  flowers  fade,  reco- 
vers its  luftre  by  being  fprinkled 
with  a  little  water,  as  Puny  affirms, 
Lib.  21,  c.  11.  Our  author  Teems 
to  have  taken  this  hint  from  i  Pet. 
I.  4.  To  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
vndeftled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away, 
+fjL*&{\w :  and  i  Pet.  V.  4.  Ye 
/hall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that 
fadeth  not  away,  a.\LOL£ai\u*v  :  both 
relating  to  the  name  of  his  ever- 


lafling  amarant \  which  he  has  finely 
fet  near  the  tree  of  life.  Amaran- 
tus  flos,  fymbolum  eft  immortali- 
tatis.  Clem.  Alexand.  Hume. 
357.  »  the  fount  of  Ufe,  and 
river  of  blifs]  The  abun- 
dant happineis  and  immortal  joys 
of  Heaven  are  in  Scripture  ge- 
nerally exprefs'd  by  the  fountain 
of  life  and  rivers  ofpleafure:  So, 
Thou  Jhalt  make  them  drink  of  the 
river  of  thy  pleafures,  for  with  thee 
is  the  fountain  of  Ufe,  Pfal.  XXXVI. 
8,  9.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the 
nddft  of  the  throne  Jhatt  feed  them, 
and  Jhall  lead  them  unto  living 
fountains  of  waters,  Rev.  VII.  17. 
and  Rev.  XXII.  1.  He  Jbowed  mo 
a  pure  river  of  water  of  Ufe. 

Hume. 
359.    Rolls  oer  Elyfian  flow*rs 
her  amber  fir  earn ;]  Dr.  Rent- 
ley  reads  Rolls  oer  relucent  genu 
&c.  becaufe  (he  fays)  it  is  not  well 
concciv'd  that  flown  grow  at  the 
bottom  of  a  river.  But  (asDr.Pearce 
replies)  Milton's  words  don't  necef- 
farily  imply  fo  much;   the  river 
might 
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In  Paradife,  faft  by  the  tree  of  life, 

Began  to  bloom;  but  foon  for  man's  oflFenfe     .  355 

To  Heay'n  remov'd,  where  firft  it  grew,  there  growv 

And  flow'rs  aloft  (hading  the  fount  of  life, 

And  where  the  riv'er  of  blifs  through  raidft  of  Heaven 

Rolls  o'er  Elyfian  flow'rs  her  amber  {beam; 

With  thefe  that  never  fade  the  Spi  nts  ele&        360 

Bind  their  refplendent  locks  inwrcath'd  with  beams, 


■light  only  femetimes  roll  enter 
them,  to  water  them.  And  yet 
(fays  Dr.  Pearce)  I  am  rather  m- 
din*d  to  think,  that  the  poet  here 
by  over  means  through  or  among. 
So  Mr.  Jortin  underftands  Rolls  fer 
for  rolls  through  or  by\  and  obferves 
that  Horace  ufes  the  verb  fraterire 
in  much  the  fcme  manner,  Od.  IV. 

vn.  3. 

—  et  decrefcentia  ripas 
Flumina  pnetereunt, 

roll  by  and  within  their  banks.  Bat 
if  we  onderftand  the  paflage  as  it 
is  exprefs'd,  there  is  no  kind  of  ab- 
surdity in  it;  for  we  frequently  fee 
grafs  and  weeds  and  flowers  grow- 
ing under  water:  and  we  may 
therefore  fuppofe  the  fineft  flowers 
to  grow  at  me  bottom  of  the  river 
of  blifs,  or  rather  the  river  to  roll 
over  them  fometimes,  to  water 
them.  The  author  feems  to  in- 
tend much  the  fame  thing  that  he 
has  exprefsM  in  IV.  240.  where 
{peaking  of  the  brooks  in  Paradife 
he  fays  they 


Nowr 

Ran  nectar,  vifiting  each  plants 

and  ftd 
Flow'rs  worthy  of  Paradife. 

And  as  there  they  are  flow'rs  wordy 
tfPara&fe,  fo  here  they  are  worthy 
of  Ehjfium>  the  region  of  the  Buf- 
fed: and  he  makes  ufe  of  the  fame 
expreffion  in  his  poem  calTd  L\Al- 
legro, 

From  golden  dumber  on  a  bed 
Of  heap'd  Elyfian  fivers. 

And  then  as  to  his  calling  it  amber 
ftream>  it  is  only  on  account  of  its 
dearnefs  and  tranfparency,  and 
not  at  all  on  account  of  its  color, 
that  he  compares  it  to  amber.  The 
dearnefs  of  amber  was  proverbial 
among  the  Ancients  %  Callimachus 
in  his  hymn  to  Ceres,  ver.  29.  has 
otKttletvov  vf*p ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner Virgil  fays  of  a  river,  Georg. 
III.  522. 

Purior  ele&ro  campum  petit  amnis. 

360.  With  thefe  that  newer  fade] 
Dr.  Bentley  reads  with  this  that 

never 
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Now  in  loofe  garlands  ffeiofc  f hrofcro  off,  the  bright 
l&v^men*,  that  like  a  fear  of  jafper  (hone, 
Imprirpfed  with  celeftial  rofes  fmH'd.  364 

Then  crown'd  again,  their  golden  harps  they  took; 
Harps  eviei:  ftrn'd,  that  glittering  by  tfceif  fide 
Like  quivers  hung,  and  with  preamble  fwect 
Of  charming  fymphony  they  introduce 
Their  fecred  fong,  and  waken  raptures  high; 
No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  could  join    3^0 
Melodious  part,  fuch  concord  is  in  Heaven. 

Thee, 

mover  fides,  that  is  amaroxt.  But  364.  Impurpkd with  ctteftial  rofes 
tbefe  is  right,  and  refers  to  crowns  /mfd.}  A  word  very  fami- 

fpoken  of  in  ver.  352.  all  the  in-  liar  with  Spenfer  from  the  Italian 
termediate  verfes  being  in  a  paren-  imporporato.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  3. 
thefis.     Milton   alludes   here   to   Cant.  7.  St.  16. 

l/^  VtJLY;t?r\Cd*eaCr™  oft  f™»  the  foreft  wildings  he 
ofgtory  tbatfadtth  not  away.  ^  brihg>  * 

~         ,          .  r                Fearer  ^^  fidcs  ifnpurpii^  wcrc  ^ft 

Or  perhaps  tbefe  may  more  pro-  finiHne  red 

bably  refer  to  Eli/ianfow*rs  men-  B 

tion'd  in  the  verfe  preceding.    It  Marino  Ad.  Cant.  4.  St.  291* 

is  more  natural  and  eafy ,  and  agrees  £»Hore  fporiiando  de  lor  freiri  i 
better  with  what  follows,  with  their  ^  ^®  ***** 

^tTZ£tl±gZ^S     Tuttodirofe/^.r^ilCielo, 


Tlyer. 


which  it  is  better  to  underftandof 
fowrs  than  of  crowns,  which  are 
themfelves  garlands :  but  then  there  372.  Tbee,  Father,  firft  they  Jung 
muft  be  no  parenthefis,  as  there  is  &c]  This  hymn  fcems  to  be  corn- 
none  in  Milton's  own  editions.  pofed  fomewhat  in  the  fpirit  and 
363-  — like  ajea  o/Ja/per  Jbone,]  manner  of  the  hymn  to  Hercules 
Jaiper  is  a  precious  ftone  of  fe^  in  the  8th  book  of  the  JEntvi ; 
veral  colors,  but  the  green  is  moft  but  is  as  much  fuperior  as  die  fub- 
efteem'd,  and  bears  fome  fimilitude  jecl  of  the  one  tranfeends  that  of 
and  refembl  nee  to  the  ft  a.               the  other. 

377.  Tbron'd 
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Thee,  Father,  firft  they  fuig  Omnipotent, 
Immutable,  immortal,  Infinite,  ....  -     J 

Eternal  King*  thee  Author  of  alibeihg, 
Fountain  of  light,  thyfelf  invisible  3?£ 

Amidft  the  glorious  brigbtnefs  where  thou  fitft 
Thron'dinacceffible,  but  when  thou  fhad'it 
The  foil  Maze  of  thy  beams,  and  through  a  doud    ■ 
Drawn  round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  fhrihe, 
Dark  with  excenlvc  bright  thy  Hurts  appear,      .3S0T 
Yet  dazle  Heav'ni  that  brighteft  Seraphim 

Approach 

477.  7brt*Vi*aeetffiikthjtwkm  w  trebly  «aW  by  a  doad  and 

tbou  Jkaift}  The  word  hit  both  wings.    What  then  is  the  full, 

here  i*  the  fame  as  txctpt,  unttft;  blaae!                          Xkbari/im.. 

inacceffibU  ha  when   thtti  Jhutft,  In  like  manner  Taflb  defcnbing 

that  u  then  only  aeceffible,  when  die  Almighty  in  Heaven,  Cant  9. 

thou  fliad'ft  &c.    Perhaps  Milton  St.  $7. 

had  in  view  what  Ovid  fey s  of  ^.^  .  ^.    rf  f    ffiaiii)tj'm. 

Phcebus   when   his   fon  Phaeton  v*-voiWp                 e 

came  to  him,  Met.  II.  39.  Chc  y,  gbbaglian  la  vifta  anco  i 

circom  caput  omne  micantes   .  pii  degni. 

Depofuit  radio.,  propiufque  ac-  f,. 

cederejuflit.    Aerer.  ^  rf  ^^  g^   ^ 

380.  Z>«r*  vntb  txctjfrve  bright  more  languidly  exprefs'd, 
tin  farts  appear,]  Milton  has 

Die  fame  thought  of  darknefs  oc-  With  the  great  glory  of  that  won- 

cafion'd  by  glory,  V.  599.  Bright-  drous  light 

«ftW  *L&  fepgOfc    This  alfo  His  throne  is  all  incompafled  a- 

explains  his  meaning  here;  the  ex-  round, 

cefc  of  brightnefs  had  the  efffea  of  jhdbidtn  hs  ovm  hnghtnef,  from 

darknefs,   invifibility.     What  an  the  fight                      . 

idea  of  glory !  the  ftirts  only  not  Of  all  that  look  thexeon  &c. 

to  be  look'd  on   by  the   beings  'V"; 

neareft  to  God.  but  when  doubfy  -^   ^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


216  PARADISE  LOST,     FookllL 

Approach  not,  but  with  fcoth  wings  veil  their  eyes: 
J  Thee  next  they  fang  jof  all  creation  firfi^ 
Begotten  Son,  Divine  Similitude, 
In  whofe  confpicuous  countenance,  without  cloud 
Made  vifible,  th'  almighty  Father  ihines,  386 

Whom  elfe  no  creature  can  behold;  on  thee 
Imprefs'd  th'  effulgence  of  his  glory*  abides, 
Transfused  on  thee  his  ample  Spirit  reds. 
He  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  and  all  the  Powers  therein 
By  thee  created,  and  by  thee  threw  down  391 

Th'  afpiring  Dominations :  thou  that  day 
Thy  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didft  not  fpare, 
Nor  ftop  thy  flaming  chariot  wheels,  that  fhook 
HeavVs  everlafting  frame,  while  o'er  the  necks  395 
Thou  drov'ft  of  warring  Angels  difarray'd. 

Back 

382.  Approach  not,}  So  Ovid  Met.    in  Col.  I.  1 5.  thefirfl-born  of  every 
II.  22.  crtature  or  of  all  creation,   <v<tcn< 

Confifthque  procul,  ncqae  cnim   ^W^^W^^^ 
propiora  ferebat  &"*"%  V  tbe  «***"*  *  «* 

387.  Whom  elfe  mo  creature  can 
out  with  both  wings  nxil  their  eyes.  behold;  ]   No  creature  caa 

So  they  are  reprefcnted  in  Ifiuah's  othcrwife  behold  the  Father  but  in 
vifion  of  the  throne  of  God :  and  through  the  Son.  No  man  both 
Above  it  flood  tbe  Seraphims ;  each  feen  Godot  any  time;  tbe  only  begot • 
one  bad  fix  wings  1  with  twain  be  ten  Son  which  is  in  tbe  bofom  of  tbe 
covered  bis  face,  &c.  Ifa.  VI.  2.  Father,  he  bath  declared  him,  John 

I.  18.   But  He  that  hath  feen  me, 

383.  —.  of  all  creation  firfi,]  So   hath  feen  the  Father,  John  XIV.  9. 

398.  The* 
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Back  from  purfuit  thy  Pow'rs  with  loud  acclame 

Thcc  only*  extoll'd*  Son  of  thy  Father's  might, 

*To  execute  fierce  vengeance  on  his  foes,         4  '  399 

Not  fo  on  Man:  Him  through  their  malice  fall'n,    . 

Father  of  mercy*  and  grace,  thou  didft  not  doom 

So  ftri&ly,  but  much  more  to  pity*  incline  1 

&o  fooner  did  thy  dear  and  only  Son 

Perceive  Aee  purpos'd  not  to  doom  frail  Man 

So  ftriftly,  but  much  more  to  pity*  inclin'd,       405 

He  to  appeafe  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  ftrife 

Of  ihercy*  and  juftice  in  thy  face  difcern'd* 

Rcgardlcfs  of  the  Hifs  wherein  he  fat 

Second  to  thee,  offer'd  himfelf  to  die 

Foi-  Man's  offenfe.     0  unexampled  love>  416 

Love  no  where  to  be  found  lefs  than  Divinfc! 

39S.  flee  onfy  ixhfrJ,]Stft  mvA  of  which  fee  before  in  the  note 

toot  understand  it  thus,  Thy  Powers  upon  I.  169. 
returning  from  purfuit  extoll'd,  &c. 

oat  Thy  Powers  extolPd  thee  re-  .  406.  He  t*  appeafe  tfy  Wrath,] 

taming  from  purfuit,  and  thee  only ;  As  an  ingenious  perfon  obferves, 

for  he  was  the  fok  *vi8or*  all  the  tban  or  but  mull  be  underftood  b#* 

reft  flood  filent  eye~<wttneffes  of  bis  al-  fore  He  to  complete  the  fenie.  Suck. 

bngity  a£ts,  Vl.  880.  Sec.  ,  So  per-  omiflions  are  frequent  in  poetry, 

xectly  doth  this  hymn  of  the  good  and  this  may  have  a  beauty  here, 

Angels  agree    with    the   account'  as  it  exprefles  the  rcadinefs  of  th« 

given  by  Raphael  in  Book  VI.  and  Son  to  interpofe  on  Man's  behalf 

whenever  mention  is  made  oif  the  immediately  upon  perceiving  th* 

good  Angels  joining  in  the  purfuit,  Father's  gracious  purpofe* 
it  is  by  the  evil  Angels,  the  reafon 

VouL  t  ^li.HsM 
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Hail  Son  of  God,  Saviour  of  Men,  thy  name 
Shall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  fong 
Henceforth,  and  never  fhall  my  harp  thy  jttaifc 
Forget,  nor  from  thy  Father's  praife  4isjoih.       41$ 

Thus  they  in  Heav'n,  above  the  ftany  fphdrc, 
Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymning  fpttit* 
Mean  while  upon  the  firm  opacou*  globe 
Of  this  round  world,  whofc  iirft  convex  t&rides 
The  luminous  inferior  orbs  indos'd  420 

From  Chaos  and  th^mtoad^if  Darknefe  dicl, 

Safcm 

412.  Hail  Son  0/0*4]  So  in  the  ft  4s  to  be  mttd  that  die  ending^*' 

conclufioa  of  the  hymn  to  Her-  this  hymn  is  in  imitation  of  the 

coles  mentioned  before,  JEn.  -VIII.  hymns  of  Homer  and  Caftbnacbtrs, 

301.  who  always  ppomife  to  fefcirn  m 

Sahre  vera  Jotis  proles,  dtois  ad-  fatttr?  tyj"**-  L  Zubatdfrn. 

dite  Divis.  e  4*8;  M*anwhh%mtb€firnZt& 

Satan's  walk  upon  tote  outfide  of 
.  4^3-  — th*  COP'OUS  *****  °f  «T  the  univerfe,  which  at  a  diftance 
fin*]  Dr.  Bentley  reads  here  appeared  to  him  of  a  globular 
wr  fing;  but  why  may  not  Milton  form,  but  upon  his  nearer  ap- 
.  *ake  the  liberty  us'd  in  the  ancient  ^roaeh  looked  like  an  unbonded 
chorus,  where  fometimes  the  pin-  plain,  is  natural  and  nobie :  as  Us 
ral,  and  fometimes  the  lingular  -roaming  upon  the  frontiers  of  thfe 
dumber  is  ufed*  Or  it  amy  be  taxation  between  that  mafc  of  mat- 
faid  that  Milton  fpeaks  in  his  own  ter,whtch  was  wrought  into  a  world, 
-perfon,  or  rather  narrates  than  *nd  that  ftapefefs  -unformed  heap 
igives  us  the  words  as  the  wordt  of  of  materials,  whkh  ftffl  lay  in 
the  Angels.  If  we  read  it  over,  Chaos  and  confafion,  ftrikes  die 
we  ihafl  fee  this  plainly;  Tbee  firfi  imagination  with  foraething  afto- 
tbry  fi*tg,  w.  372.  and  again,  Singly  great  and  wild.  AMfi*. 
Ibee  next  thy  fang,  ver.  385;  and  431.  As  nvben  a  <vukur  &c.  1 
dthis  accounts  for  what  Dr.  Bentley  This  fimiie  is  very  appoiite  and 
objecls  to  ver.  381..  that  Stf^bim  -lively,  and  correfponds  «xa6tfy  m 
ore  mentien'd.  Pcarct.  *U  the  particulars.    Satan  coming 

from 
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Satan  allotted  walks:  a  globe  far  aflf 

It  feem'd,  now  fecmt  a  boundfefs  continent 

Dark,  wafte,  and  wild*  under  the  fikwn  of  Night 

Starlefs  expos 'd,  and  evcr-threataiog  ftorma       4(5 

Of  Chaos  bluft'ring  rounds  inclement  Iky; 

Save  on  that  fide  which  froqt  the  wall  .of  Heaven* 

Though  diftant  far,  fome  fmall  reflection  gains 

Of  g&ftmering  air  left  vex'd  with  tempcii  loud  i 

Here  walk'd  the  Fiend  at  large  in  fpacious  field*  430 

As  when  a  vultur  on  lingua  bred* 

Whofc 


ikom  H#H  to  ftarth  in  owlet  to 
tjcftroy  mankind,  hut  lighting  firft 
on  the  bar*  convex  of  this  world's 
outermoit  orb,  a  fern  of  land  as  the 
poet  calls  it,,  is  very  fitly  com- 
pared to  a  vultur.  dying,  in  oueft 
of  his  prey,  tender  lambs  or  kids 
new-yean'd,  from  the  barren  rocks 
to  the  more  fruitful  hills  and 
ftreaan  ot  India,  but  lighting  in 
his  way  °»  tka  plains  of  Sericana, 
whkh  were  in  a  manner  a  feu 
V*  ZW  too*  the  country  being  fb 
Jjnootk  and  open  that  carriages 
Were  driven  (as  travelers  report) 
with  fails  and  wind.  Imam  is  a  ce- 
lebrated mountain  in^  Afia;  its 
nsjne  fignifes  Jnrwy  in  the  Ian- 
gaaje  of  the  inhabitants  according 
to  Pliny,  Lib,  6:  cap.  21.  incola- 
rum  lingua  nivofum  fignincantej 
9&i  therefore  it  is  faid  here  ivboJSe 
/kmtg  ridge.  It  is  the  boundary  to 
tat  t*ft  oi  the  Wefttra  Tartars, 


Who  are  called  roving,  as  they  live 
chiefly  in  tents,  and  remove  from 
place  td  place  for  the  convenience 
of  pafturage,  their  herds  of  cattel 
and  what  they  take  in  hunting 
being  their  principal  fubfiffence. 
Ganges  and  Hydajpes  are  famous 
river?  of  Iiidia ;  and  Sirica  is  a 
region  fctwixt  China  to  the  caft 
and  the  mountain  Imaus  to  tbet 
weft:  and  what  our  author*  here 
fays  of  the  Chinefes)  he  feems  to 
have  taken  from  Heylin's  Cofmo- 
graphy,  p.  867.  Where  it  is  faid* 
"  Agreeable  unto  the  obfervation 
«'  of  modern  Writers,  the  country 
"  is  fo  plain  and  level,  that  the/ 
"  have  carts  and  coaches  drivett 
**  with  fails,  as  ordinarily  as  drawn 
"  with  horfes,  in  thefe  parts."  Our 
author  fuppofes  thefe  carriages  to 
be  made  of  cane,  to  render  the 
thing  fomeWhat  fn6re  ferobable.  It 
may  be  thought  the  left  incredibly 
Z  2  as 
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Whofe  fnowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bonftds, 
Diflcdging  from  a  region  fcarce  of  prey 
To  gorge  the  flelh  6f  lambs  or  yeanling  kids 
On  hills  where  flocks  are   fed,    flies  tow'ard   the 
fprings  435 

Of  Ganges  or  Hydafpes,  Indian  ftreamss 

But 


as  there  was  a  man  lately  at  Bath 
who  attempted  fomething  of  the 
fame  nature,  and  could  really  drive 
his  machine  without  horfes  by  the 
help  of  wind  and  (ail  upon  Marl- 
borough Downs,  but  it  would  not 
ferve  upon  the  road;  it  did  well 
enough  upon  the  plain,  but  he 
could  not  make  it  go  up  hill. 

442.  —  in  this  place]  I  have  be- 
fore fpoken  of  the  Limbo  of  Va- 
nity, which  the  poet  places  upon 
the  outermoft  furface  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  (hall  here  explain  my- 
felf  more  at  large  on  that,  and 
other  parts  of  the  poem,  which 
are  of  the  fame  fhadowy  nature. 
Ariftode  obferves,  that  the  fable 
of  an  epic  poem  mould  abound  in 
circumftances  that  aire  both  cre- 
dible and  aftoniftiing;  or  as  the 
French  critics  choofe  to  phrafe  it, 
the  fable  mould  be  filled  with  the 
probable  and  the  marvelous.  This 
rule  is  as  fine  and  juft  as  any  in 
Ariftotle's  whole  art  of  poetry.  If 
the  fable  is  only  probable,  it  dif- 
fers nothing  from  a  true  hiftory; 
if  it  is  only  marvelous,  it  is  no 
•better  than  a  romance.  The  great 
fecret  therefore  of  heroic  poetry  is 
jp  relate  Yuch  cirenmftances,   as 


may  produce  in  the  reader  at  the 
fame  time  both  belief  and  aftoniih- 
ment.  This  is  brought  to  pais  in 
a  well-chofen  fable,  by  the  ac- 
count of  fueh  things  as  have  ready 
happened,  or  at  leafc  of  fuch  things 
as  have  happened  according  to  the 
received  opinion*  of  mankind. 
Wilton's  fable  is  a  mafter-piece  of 
this  nature;  as  the  war  in  Hea- 
ven, the  condition  of  the  fallen 
Angels,  the  ftate  of  innocence, 
the  temptation  of  the  Serpent  and 
the  fall  of  Man,  though  they  are 
very  aftoniftung  in  themfelves,  art 
not  only  credible,  but  adtnal  points 
of  faith.  The  next  method  of  te- 
conciling  miracles  with  credibility, 
is  by  a  happy  invention  of  the 
poet;  as  in  particular,  when  he  in- 
troduces agents  of  a  fuperior  na- 
ture, who  are  capable  of  effecting 
what  is  wonderful^  and  what  is 
not  to  be  met  with  in  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  things.  Ulyfles's 
ftiip  being  turned  into  a  rock,  and 
iEneasY  fleet  into  a  ftioal  of  Wa- 
ter-nymphs, though  they  arc  very 
furprifinV  accidents,  are  neverthe- 
lefs  probable,  when  we  are  told 
that  they  were  the  Gods  who  thus 
transformed  them.    It  is  this  kind 
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But  in  his  way  lights  on  the  barren  plains 

Of  Sericana,  where  Chinefes  drive 

With  fails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons  light : 

So  on  this  windy  fea  of  land,  the  Fiend  440 

Walk'd  up  and  down  alone,  bent  on  his  prey  5 

Alone,  for  other  creature  in  this  place 

Living 

fiaion  of  Milton's  fable,  though 
we  find  it  full  of  furprifinj*  inci- 
dents, they  are  generally  fuited  to 
our  notions  of  the  things  and  per- 
fons described,  and  tempered  with 
a  due  meafure  of  probability.  I 
muft  only  make  an  exception  to 
the  Limbo  of  Vanity,  with  his 
epifode  of  Sin  and  Death,  and 
fome  of  the  imaginary  perfons  in 
his  Chaos.  Thefe  paflages  arc 
aftonifhing,  but  not  credible;  the 
reader  cannot  fo  far  impofe  upoa 
himfelf,  as  to  fee  a  poffibility  in 
them ;  they  are  the  defcription  of 
dreams  and  fliadows,  not  of  things 
or  perfons.  I  know  that  many 
critics  look  upon  the  ftories  of 
Circe,  Polypheme,  the  Sirens,  nay 
the  whole  Odyffey  and  Iliad,  to 
be  allegories ;  but  allowing  this  to 
be  true,  they  are  fables,  which 
confidering  the.  opinions  of  man- 
kind that  prevailed  in  the  age  of 
the  poet,  might  pbffibly  have  been 
according  to-  the  letter.  The  per-* 
fons  are  iuch  as  might  have  aded 
what  is  afcribed  to  them,  as  the. 
circumftances  in  which  they  are  re- 
prefented,  might  poflibly  have  been* 
truths  and  realities.  This  appear-v 
ance  of  probability  is  fo  absolutely 
Z  3  re^uifite 


tf  machinery  which  fills  the  poems 
both  of  Homer  and  Virgil  with 
fuch  circumftances  as  are  wonder- 
ful, but  not  impoffible,  and  fo  fre- 
quendy  produce  in  the  reader  the 
mod  pleating  paffion  that  can  rife 
in  the  mind  of  man,  which  is  ad- 
miration. If  there  be  any  inftance 
in  the  JEncid  liable  to  exception 
upon  this  account,  it  is  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  third  book,  where 
jfeneas  is  reprefented  as  tearing 
up  the  myrtle  that  dropped  blood. 
To  qualify  this  wonderful  circum- 
ftance,  Polydorus  tells  a  ftory  from 
the  root  of  the  myrtle,  that  the 
barbarous  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try having  pierced  him  with  fpears 
and  arrows,  the  wood  which  was 
left  in  his  body  took  root  in  his, 
wounds,  and  gave  birth  to  that 
bleeding  tree.  This  circumftance 
feems  to  have  the  marvelous  with- 
out the  probable,  becaufQ  it  is  re- 
prefented as  proceeding  from  na- 
tural caufes,  without  the  interpofi- 
tkm  of  any  God,  or  other  fuper- 
natural  power  capable  of  pror 
dncing  it.  The  fpears  and  arrows 
grow  of  themfelvcs,  without  fp 
much  as  the  modern  help  of  an  in- 
chantment.    If  we  look  into  the 
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Living  or  lifelefs  to  be  foaad  was  none* 

None  yet,  but  ftore  hereafter  from  the  earth 

Up  hither  like  aereal  vapors  flew  445 

Of  all  things  tranfitory'  and  vain,  when  fin 

With  vanity  had  fili'd  the  works  of  men  $ 

Both  all  things  vain,  and  all  who  in  vain  tfcipga 

Built  their  fond  hopes  of  glory9  or  lading  fame. 

Or  happinefs  m  this  or  th* other  life;  .      450 

All  who  have  their  reward  on  earth,  the  fruits 

Of 

requifite  in  the  greater  kinds  of  .  444,  Now  yet,  &  c.J  Dr.  Bentky 
poetry,  that  Ariftotlc  obferves  the  is  tor  rejecting  this  verfe  and  Bkf 
ancient  tragic  writers  made  ufe  of  four  more  which  follow  as  an  in- 
the  names  of  fuch  great  men  as  fertion  of  the  editor  ;  but  I  think 
had  actually  lived  in  the  world,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  ge- 
tho*  the  tragedy  proceeded  upon  nuinnefc,  whatever  there  may  be. 
adventures  they  were  never   en-    of  their  goodnefs.    Mr,  Rkhard- 

faged  in,  on  purpofe  to  make  the  fon  thinks  the  Paradife  of  Fools  it 
ibjeft  more  0  edible.  In  a  word,  finelv  imagin'd,  but  it  muft  bo 
befides  the  hidden  meaning  of  an  own  d  that  it  is  formed  more  upon 
epic  allegory,  the  plain  litteral  the  tafte  of  the  Italian  poets  (ha* 
fenfe  ought  to  appear  probable,  of  the  Ancients, 
The  flory  (hould  be  fuch  as  an  or-        Mmm  . .       .  -.  n, 

dinary  reader  may  acquiefce  in,  .45.7-  T  ***** ^JTowan. 
whaler  natural/moral,  or  poli-  ^J*™*™  «~ ^  m^ 
tical  truth  may  U  difcovered  in  it  St  1^  J^ 
by  men  of  greater  penetration.  J™  *  h"  *«  ^rf  *•  #Gre* 
3  D  r  Addikn     axjT&,i*    tne  Latin  frufira*   tewurt% 

44.  ___  Ufihfil  Milton  writes  A***  m/Jo  ^^  at  ™^°»- 
it  Wi  tLfs  i  but  I  conceive  the  word  Kcbardfr 

to  be  compounded  of  U/s  and  the       459.  Not  in  the  weifbtfrimg  mm*> 
{bbft&ntive  life,    and   not    of  the  as  feme  haw  dreanfd  \\  Ario- 

verb  live  1   BfJtfs  without  life,  as  fto  particularly,  who  in  his  Orlan- 

fiarlefi  without  fear,  lijliefi  with-  do  Furiofo,  Cant.  34.  St.  70,  &c. 

ew  lift  or  defire,  peerpfs,  rvtbkfs,  gives  a  much  larger  description  of 

JBafel'fs,  fa  •  ^gMaft  uyon  evth  and  trcefory 

UD 
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Of  painful  ftfperftition  and  blind  zeal, 
Nought  feeking  but  the  praife  of  igcn,  here  find 
Fit  retribution,,  empty  as  their  deeds; 
All  th'  unaecomp&h'd  works  of  Nature's  hand,  45^ 
Aborthv,  nonftroue,  or  unkindly  mix'd, 
DidblvM  on.  earth,  fleet  hither,  and  in  vain, 
Till  final  dH&hstion,  wander  here, 
Not   in   the    ncighb'ring   moon,    as    fome   have 
drcam'd  • 

Thofe 

if  in- the  meon,  thin ourpoet here  The  vows  that  dinners  make  and 

makes  of  the  Limbo  or  Vanity.  never  pay, 

The  reader  may  have  a  ta&e  of  it  The  cooniels  wife  that  carclefs 

m  the  following  ftanza's  of  Har-  men  negled, 

nngton's  translation,  The  fend  defires  that  lead  us  oft 

A  ftore-houfc  ftrange,  that  what     n^r^H'r    ^  *     *a      -j     *. 
'       on  earth  is  loft  ^  **•  ^fw,£at  mth  Pnde  the 

By?8tubn^b/f0rtUnC,thCrC  And^Sfe  w*  folly  and 

And  H^a'merchandifei,  there  M^£&nd  unto  this  place 

In  ftrangcr  fort  than  I  can  well  lending. 

Nor^C  I  fole  of  wealth,  or  i^t^^^^^^^ 

th£gs  of  coft,  f**  r«S  «*  .**  w  ?f  *■ 

In  whiSi  blind  fortune's  pow'r  tics,   falfe  flattenes,    fond   loves, 

doth  molt  abound,         ^  *Feat  *cn '    Fomifes,    court-fer- 

But  e'en  of  things  quite  out  of  for-  V,CC9/  <***;«**  .^   »£   ™<* 

tune's  powV  men's  wits  kept  m  jars  like  oil. 

Which  wifaly  we  wafte  each  day   g"Jj*  Pf*  En**ifh  J50*  ha* 
and  hour  hkewife  made  fine  ufe  of  this  no- 

tion in  his  Rape  of   the  Lock, 
The  precious  time  that  fools  mif-    Cant.  c.  as  indeed  ft  feems  to  be 
pend  in  play,  litter  for  a  mock-heroic  poem  than* 

The  vain  attempts  that  never  take   for  the  true  epic, 
efftft, 

Z  4  Some 
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Thofc  argent  fields  marc  likely  habitants,  46a* 

Traafteted  faints,  or  middle  Spirits  hold 
Betwixt  th'  angelical  and  human  kind. 
Hither  of  ill-join'd  fans  and  daughters  bom 
Firft  from  the.  ancient  world  thofc  giants  came 
With  many  a  vain  exploit,  though  then  rcnowiiM: 
4The  builders  next  of  Bahel  on  t^c  plain  466 

of 

Some  thought  it  mounted  to  the  is  certainty  left  cbnfidertbk  m  ifr- 
lunar  fphere,  felf  than  our  earth,  it  is  notj11— 1w~ 


Since  all  things  loft  on  earth  are  that  its  inhabitants  (hould  be  to 

treafur'd  there.  much  more  confiderable. 
There   hero's  wits  are  kept  in       463.  Hither  of ilhjohfd  fin*,  ami 
pond'rous  vafes,  daughters  horn  &c.  }    He 
And  beau's  in  fnuff-boaes   and  means  tfofemofGodi\\A<nn*d  with 
tweezer-cafes.  the  daughters  of men,  aUudiag  to  that 
There  broken  vows,  and  death-  text  of  Scripture,  Gen.  VI.  4.  Thorn 
bed  alms  are  found*  were  giants  in  the  earth  in  thofi 
r  And  lover's  hearts  with  ends  of  Jays ;  and  alfi  after  that,  'when  the 
ribband  bound,  fins  of  God  came  in  unto  the  daughter* 
The  courts*  r,'s  promifes,  and  fick  of  men,    and  they  bore  children  to 
man's  pray'rs,  them  %  the  fame  became  mighty  men. 
The  futile*  of  harlots,    and  the  wobicb  were  of  old,  men  of  renown : 
tears  of  heirs,  where  by  the  fins  of  G$d  fame  Fa- 
Cages  for  gnats,   and  chains  to  titers  and  Commentators  have  on* 
-    yoke  a  flea;  derftood  Angels,  as  if  the  Angob 
Dry-d  butterflies,   an<i  tpmes  of  had  been  enamour'd  and  married 
ca^uiftry.  to  women ;  but  the  true  meaning 

is  that  the  pofterity  of  Seth  and 

+6o.  Thofi  argent  fields  koS\rf\\tTC  other  patriarchs,  who  were  wor- 

is  no  queftion  I  believe  now  aroong  (Kippers  of  the    true    God,   and 

philofophers,  th^t  ^he  moon  is  in-  therefore  call'd  the  fins  of  God,  yi- 

nabitecf;  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  que-  termarried  with  the  idofarro"?  f" 

ftipn'd  whether  this  notion  of  our  fieri ty  of  wicked  Cain, 
author  be  true,   that  the  inhabit        467.  Of  Seuuaar,]  Or     /:^l. 

tants  there  are  tranfiated  Saints  or  for  they  are  both  the  fam-.  nan\ 

Spirits  of  a  middle  nature  between  pf  this  province  of  Babyloi*  ■»    h 

Angels  and  Men;  for  as  the  moon  Milton  follows  the  Volga*    1    b 


firrucn':/ 
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Qf  Sennaar,  and  flail  with  vain  dcfign 

New  Babels,  had  thpy  wherewithal,  would  bqiU : 

Others  came  Angle  j  he  who  to  be  deem'd 

A  God,  Jeap'd.  fondly  into  &tna  flames,  470 

Empcdoclcs;  and  he  who  to  enjoy' 

Plato's  Elyfium,  leap'd  into  the  fea, 

Clcomt>rotusj  and  paany  more  too  long, 

Embryo's 

frequently  does  in  the  names  of  neft  in  another  life,  he  wis  (b  ra- 

piaces.  vifh'd  with  the  account  of  it,  that 

471.  Emp$doclts\']  The  fcholar  he  leqp'd  from  a  high  wall  int* 

of  Pythagoras,  a  philofopher  and  the  fea,  that  he  might  immediately 

r;  born  at  Agrigentum  in  Sicily :  enjoy  it.  His  death  is  celebrated 
wrote  of  the  nature  of  things  by  Callimachus  in  one  of  his  era- 
si  Greek,  as  Lucretius  did  in  Latin  grams,  Ep.  29.  which  we  will  fub- 
icrfe-  He  ftealmg  one  night  from  join  with  Fnfchlinu*  his  tranfla- 
his  followers  threw  himfelf  into  the  tion. 

flaming  JBtna,  that  being  no  where    ,  *mm  ^  „        +      ~ 

to  be  found,  he  might  bt  efteemed  *'*""<  *K"  X~f>  Kam^*^ 
to  be  a  God,  and  to  be  taken  up      .'^T^'l  *l 

into  Heavenj  but  his  iron  pattenl,        HjJ,S*  *"***"  ™*<0"  ** 

his  defeated  ambition,    and  ridi-  «c****  u**™& 

culedhi.foDy.Hdr.deArt.Foe,  ^3#*»  *«*  "" 
464. 

—  Deus  immortaHs  haberi  Phcebe  vale  dicens,de  rupe  Cleom- 

Dum  cupit  Empedodes,  ardentem  brotus  d** 

friodus  jfctnam  Ambraciota,  Stygis  vivus  adivit 

Infiluit.        Hum.  „      aqua?;  a. 

Funere  ml  dsgnum  paflus :  folum- 
473.  Cleomtrotusi]  The  name  is  qac  Platonis 

rigrtly  placed  the  laft  word  in  the  De  vita  mentis  perpete  legit 
ientence,  •  as  Emped$cles  was  before.  opus. 

He  was  called  Ambraciota  of  Am- 

J>racia,  a  city  of  Epirus  in  Greece*  And  from  hence  other  authors  (eem 
Having  read  over  Plato's  book  of  to  have  taken  his  ftory,  as  Cicero 
fhe  Soul's  immortality  and  happi-  T^  I?ifp,  I.  34.^  Callimacju  qui* 
•v'  der* 
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Embryo's  and  idiots,  eremites  and  friers  '  474 

White,  black,  and  gray,' with  alf  their  trumpery. 
Here  pilgrims  roam,  that  ftray'd  Co  far  to  feck 
In  Golgotha  higi  dead,  who  Uve6  in  Heaven  1 
And  they  who  to  be  fore  of  Paradife  , 


dem  epigramma  in  Ambradotam 
Cleembsotmot  eft :  quern  tit,  cum 
ei  nihil  accidiuet  adverfi,  €  muro 
fe  in  mire  abjecifle  bfto  Platonii 
libro :  and  Owl  Ifats.  ver.  4931 

Vel  de  praecipiti  venias  in  Tartara 
faxo, 
Ut  qui  Socradcum  de  nece  le- 
git opus. 

473-  —  an*  ***?  mari  *°°  kf>] 
Poorly  and  deficiently  exprefs'd  for, 
and  more  too  leng  to  name,  Bentlev. 
It&esns  as  if  a  line  were  by  nfif- 
take  of  the  printer  left  out  here; 
ftr  (as  Dr.  Bentley  fays)  it  is  defi- 
clently  expreffd.  Befides  Milton 
had  been  mentioning  thofe  who 
came  bugle  \  and  therefore  he  could 
not  fall  upon  the  mention  of  em- 
brjo>s,  idiots,  hermits,  and  friers 
without  (bine  other  verfe  inter- 
posed, which  (hould  finifh  the  ac- 
count of  thofe  who  came  Jingle,  and 
contain  a  verb  for  the  nominative 
cafes  embryo's,  idiots,  &c.  which  at 
prefent  is  wanting.  Pearce. 

A  very  ingenious  perfon.  queftions, 
whether  Milton  by  this  appearance 
ef  inaccuracy  and  negligence  did 
not  defign  to  exprefs  his  contempt 
ef  their  trumpery  as  he  calls  it,  by 
Juiftling  it  all  together  in  this  dis- 


order and  coniufion*  We  have  the 
fame  artful  negligence  in.  Paradife 
Regain  d,  II.  182. 

Have  we  not  feen,  or  by  relation, 
heard. 

In  courts  and  regal  chambers  how 
thoulurk'ft, 

In  wood  or  grove  by  nofiy  fans- 
tain  fide, 

In  valley  or  green  meadow  to 
way-lay 

Somejjeauty  rare,  CaliftoyCly- 
mene, 

Daphne,  oxSemek,  Antiopa, 

Or  Amymane,  Syrinx*  mmny  mart 

.Tow  long,  then  lay 'ft  thy  (capes  or 
names  ador'd.    * 

475.  White,  Hack,  and  gray,]  So 
named  according  to  their  habits* 
white  friers  or  Carmelites,  black 
friers  or  Dominicans,  gray  friers 
or  Francifcans,  of  their  founders 
St.  Francis,  St.  Dominic,  and  mount 
Carmel  where  that  order  pretend 
they  were  firft  instituted.  Our  au- 
thor here,  as  elfewhere,  mows  his 
dtflike  and  abhorrence  of  the  chord! 
of  Rome,  by  placing  the  religious 
orders  with  all  their  trumpery, 
cowls,  hoods,  reliques,  beads,  &V. 
in  the  Paradife  of  Fools,  and  not 

only 
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Dying  pot  on  the  weeds  of  Dominic, 
Ob  in  Frandfcan  think  to  pafc  dSguis'dj  480 

They  pais  ihe  planets  fev'n,  and  pafs  the  fortl, 
And  that  eryftallin  fphere  whofe  bahmce  weighs 
The  trepidation  taik'd,  and  that  firft  movM  j 

And 


only  placing  them  Acre,  bat  mak- 
ing them-  the  principal  figures. 

476.  Herefilgrinu  &c.  J  Thofe 
who  had  gone  upon  pilgrimages  to 
the  Holy  Land,  to  vifit  our  Lord's 
fepulchre:  but  to  fuch  pcrfons  that 
may  be  faid,  which  was  to  the  wo- 
men after  his  refurredion,  Lake 
XXIV.  5,  6.  Wb/fiekyetbeHving 
&mng  the  dead?  He  iintt  here  butts 
rifim ;  to  which  text  our  Author 
feem*  to  allude  in  this  paflaee., 

4835.  And thai  ctjftaUin  fpbere  &C.J 
He  fpeaks  here  acceding  to  the 
gadest  aftronomy,  adopted  and  lm- 
proved  by  Ptolomy.  f bey  pafs  the 
flmtiift<vny  our  planetary  or  War 
feftetn,  mi  beyond  this  pafs  the 
£x%  the  firma»eat  or  fphere  of 
the  fixM.ftars,  and  beyond' this 
that  eryftallin  fibere,  the  eryftallin 
He*ven,  dear  as  cryftal,  to  which 
the  Ptolemaics  attributed  a  fort  of 
Isbration  or  (baking  (the  trepida- 
$im  fb  much  taik'd  of)  to  account 
fer  certain  irregularities  in  the  mo- 
tion  of  the  ftars ,  and  beyond  this 
that  firft  mw'd,  the  primum  mo- 
bile, the  fphere  which  was  both 
the  firft  moVd  and  the  ftrft  mover, 
communicating  its  motions  to  all 
the  lower  fpheres;  and  beyond  this 
was  the  empyseaa  Heaven,  the 


feat  of  God  and  the  Angels.    This 
~tge  may  receive  iorne  farther 


light  and  iUuftration  from  another 
of  the  fame  nature  inTaflb,  where 
he  defcribes  the  defcent  of  the 
ArchrAttgel  Michael  from  Hea- 
ven, and  mentions  this  eryftallin. 
and  all  the  other  fpheres  bat  orijr 
inverting  the  order,  as  there  the 
motion  is  downwards,  and  here  it 
is  .upwards,  Cant  9.  St  60, 61. 

PalTa  il  foco*  e  la  luce  &c. 

He  pafsM  the  Kght,  and  ftinfog 

nre  affign'd 
The  glorious  feat  of  his  felecTed 

crew, 
The  mover  firft,  and  circle  cry- 

ftalline, 
The  firmament  where  fixed  ftars 

all  Urine. 

61. 
Unlike  in  working  then  in  ftape 

and  (how, 
At  his  left  hand,  Saturn  he  left 

and  Jove, 
And  thole  untruly  errant  calTd  I 

trow, 
Since  he  em  not  who  them  doth 

guide  and  move.     Fairfax. 

And  when  our  poet  mentions  St.  Pe- 
ter at  Ek*V V/  wicket  nvitb  bis  keys, 
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And  now  Saint  Peter  at  Heaven's  wicket  feems 
To  wait  them  with  his  keys,  and  now  at  foot    485 
Of  Heav'n's  afcent  they  lift  their  feet,  when  lo 
A  violent  crofs  wind  irom  either  coaft 
Blows  them  tranfverfe  ten  thouiand  leagues  awry 
Into  the  devious  air;  then  might  ye  fee 
Cowls,  hoods,  and  habits  with  their  wearers  toft  490 
And  flutter'd  into  rags,  then  reliques,  beads, 
Indulgences,  difpenfes,  pardons,  bulls, 
The  fport  of  winds :  all  thefe  upwhirl'd  aloft 
Fly  o'er  the  backfide  of  the  world  far  off 
Into  a  Limbo  large  and  broad,  fince  call'd  49  £ 

The 

he  certainly  intends  (as  Mr.  Thyer  there  as  an  inhabitant*  and  another 

obferves)  to  ridicule  the  fond  con-  as  a  fpectator.    Milton  means  if 

ceit  of  die  Romanifts»  that  St  Pe-  any  body  was  prefent  there  fo  as 

ter  and  his  fucceflbrs  are  in  a  par-  to  be  able  to  fee  what  paft'd,  he 

tjcular  manner  intrufted  with  the  would  fee  awis,  hoods,  &c    It"  is 

keys  of  Heaven.    And  he  makes  very  common  among  poets  to  talk 

ufe  of  the  low  phrafe  of  Heaven's  thus  to  their  readers ;  Then  might 

wicket,  the  better  to  expafe  the  ye  fee  is  no  more  than  Then  might 

notions  of  thofe  whom  he  places  he  fee*.  See  Virgjl,  JEjdl.  VIII.  676. 

here  in  the  Paradife  of  Fools.  Pearce, 

489. —  then  might  ye  fee']  This  This  manner  of  fpeaking,   which 

is  one  of  the  paftages  which  fur-  puts  the  fecond  perfon  indefinitely, 

niflies  Dr.  Bentley  here  with  objec-  is  very  frequent  among  the  poets* 

lions    againft  fifty-five  verfes   of  as  Virgil  JE*t.  IV.  401. 

Milton.     To  the  words  might  ye        m:™**-*  *..m*«" . 

,   ,     r        *  u  *     J c       JViierantes  cernas  ■    ■■  ■■ 

fee  he  lays,  how  could  any  one  Qf  6 

his  readers  fee  them,  unjefs  he  is  upon  which  Servius  fays,  Honefbt 

himfelf  fuppos'd  zfoolf    But  was  iigura  fi  rem  terti*  perfonse  in  fe- 

not  Satan  there  ?  and  he  is  no  fool  cundam  transferas.    Mugire  vide- 

(n  this  Doem;  it  is  one  thing  tg  hq  bjs  &&x  IV,  490.  that  is,  videbh 
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The  Paradife  of  Fools,  to  few  unknown 

Long  after,  now  unpeopled,  and  urtttod. 

All  this  dark  globe  the  Fiend  found  as  he  pafe'd, 

And  long  he  wander'd,  till  at  laft  a,  gleam 

Of  dawning  light  turn'd  thitherward  ift  hafte    500 

His  travePd  fteps :  far  diftant  he  defcries    ;■ 

Afcending  by  degrees  magnificent 

Up  to  the  wall  of  Heav'n  a  ftrufture  high; 

At  top  whereof,  but  far  more  rich  appeared 

The  work  as  of  a  kingly  palace  gate,  .    505 

With  firontifpiece  of  diamond  and  gold    : 

Embellifh'd;  thick  with  fparkling  orient  gems 

The 

aut  potent  vidcrc  aliquis.  JEn-  VIII.  50 1 ;  His  trametd  fiefs ;  ]  Tir'd 

691.  fleps,  from  travagliato  (Italian.) 

—  pelagocredasinnarerevulfaa  Ricbardfon. 

Cydajlasj,  that  is  Crcdat  quis.  506.  With  frontifpiece  of  diamond 

~     *     «    .  ^    *  j  •  tt  vt  .  an*  &to  ]    Imitated   from 

Sec  Cowley's  Davideis  II.  Note  1 7.    0vid>  Met  \h  ^ 

.     M^^crbifftTtofnmnds:'\    Ludi-  .                  ,.,..•        , 

-bria  tentis.  Virg,  iEn.  VI.  75.  *«#»  foks  crat  fub™Aus  alta  co- 

A^t.  Into  a  UtnU  large  and  broad^  lumnis, 

The  Limhi  P*trum  as  it  is  call'd,  Clara  micante  auro,  flammafque 

is  a  place  that  the  Schoolmen  fup-  imitante  pyropo. 

porfed  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  Thc  ^  bfi  k      «,     Qn  u  . 

of  Hell,   where  the  fouls  of  the  columns  nuYcf,                    * 

patriarchs  were  detain  d,  and  thofe  With  burnifhU  gold  and  famine 

good  men  who  died  before  our  Sa-  •       h  hla£d.      Addifon#     • 
•viour's  refurreftion.     Our   author 

gives  the  fame  name  to  his  Parat  507 ,—<witb  ftarkling  orient  gems] 

dife  of  Fools,  and  more  rationally  Dr.    Bentley    would    read  ardent 

places  it  beyond  the  back/ids  of  the  gems,  becaufe  orient  is  proper  to 

^trtd,    .  lay  upon  earth  only :  £ut  Jfarklin* 

and 
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The  portal  {hone,  inii»itRbIe  on  w& 

By  model,  qr  by  fl&dipg  pencil  deawjsu 

Th^  flaiw  wfcw  &ch  as  whereon  Jacob  &w         §iq 

Angels  afawding  and  descending,  hands 

Pf  guarcHanfl  bright,  when  he  from  Elan  fled 

To  Padan-Aram,  in  the  £eld  of  hum 

Dreaming  by  night  tinder  the  open  f&yi  514 

And  waking  cry'd,  This  is  the  gate  of  Heaven,      , 

Each  ftair  myfterioufly  was  meant,  nor  flood 

There  always,  but  drawn  up  to  Heav'n  ibi&fttimts 

Viewlefsj  and  underneath  a  bright  fca  flowed 

Of 

mul  ardent  are  too  near  akin  to  be     Which  are  array* d  with  mock 
both  ufed  together,  and  iince  (as  more  orient  hue. 

She  Doctor  Slows)  the  bed  gems  Spenfcr'sHynuiofletytf. 

come  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  it  mar  t1_       _    -  .,    -  ,   r  f.  _ 

be  allow*  to  Milton  to  mean  by  I  bjve  tr^fc^  thefclmes  to  da- 

***  gems  no  more  than  the  heft  Q^I^J^l?*^ 

ta&Jfttreams ones.  Mikonvefy  ^hons  *Kjk*»oii  of  the  ward 

frequently  ufes  the  word  men*  in  *******         i  *?**• 

fneb  a  fenfe  as  this,  and  Dr.  Bent-  #  510.  Tbeftatn,  ffetckgretimea* 

ley  generally  corrects  it,   tho'  he  tion'd  before,  vw.  502.  <wertj*che* 

has  made  no  objection  to  the  cp-  thereon  Jacob  fe*»  Sec.]  A  coapui~ 

preffion  in  I.  546.  fon  fetch'd  from  Gen.  XXYlIL 

With  ™,  colon  waving.  IVJ^J^Ttt  H 

Poets,  who  write  of  things  out  of  *be  top  of  it  rmebed  to  Heaven*  ami 

tkk  wodd,  miift  ufe  epithets  and  itMd  the  4*8^*  of  God  etfm&Mg 

metaphors  drawn  from  things  in  a*d de/tendi*? «*  it;  emd  heboid  t£$ 

this  wodd,   if   they  would  make  Zfdftood  atovs  it.  &c.     But  this 

themfelves  underftood.         Pearceu  *"*• 

Why  do  not  th^n  the  bfeflbm,  qf    To  Pa*««'At«* <*  '*»&**  ***** 
the  field    .  »uA  not  be  und^rftood  as  if  Pduitm 

Aram 
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Of  jafper,  or  of  liquid  peart,  whereon 

Who  after  oame  frbm  earth,  (ailing  arrif'd       .  51* 

Wafted  by  Angels,  or  flew  o'er  die  lake 

Rapt  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  fiery  ftecdfc. 

The  ftaxrs  were  then  let  dowxt,  whether  to  datt 

The  Fiend  by  eafy'  afcent,  or  aggravate  ....... 

His  fad  exclufion  from  the  doors  of  bii&:         .  gag 

Direct  againft  whidi  open'd  from  beneath, 

Juft  o'er  the  Wifefo!  feat  of  Paradtfe, 

A  paflage  down  to  th'  Earth,  a  parage  wide, 

Wider  by  far  than  that  of  after-times 

Over 

Aram  was  in  the  field  of  Ian ;  but  $w.  *Waft**$?A*gdh  kc]  As 
tc  was  flying  to  Padan-Aram  or  the  Lazarus  was  carried  fa  Angels,  Luke 
Country  of  Aram,  that  is  Syria ;  XVI.  zz ;  and  Elijah  was  rapt  op 
and  by  the  way  refted  and  dreamed  in  a  chariot  of  fire  and  borfes  of 
this  dream  in  the  field  of  Lux,,  for  fire,  i  Kings  II.  1 1. 
ib  die  adjoining  city  was  called  at  525.  — —  doors  ]  Milton  writes 
the  fifft;  Jacob  upon  this  occafion  ftis  word  don  and  dores  txcsstonlf 
gave  it  the  name  of  Bethel,  by  tn-oneinftaacein  I.  504.  of  thefe- 
which  h  was  better  known  after-  cpnd  edition,  which  he  steered  kom 
wards.  The  paflage  was  wrong  the  firft  edition :  bat  the  other  ap- 
pointed in  all  the  editions,  for  there  preaches  nearer  in  famd  to  the 
mould  be  no  comma  after  Luz:  brigmal  word,  tfitbederiv'dfrom 
the  comma  ftiould  be  after  Padan-  the  Saxon  dmru,  the  German  dun, 
Aram,  in  the  field  qf  Lux  being  to  dura,  tur*;  and  all  as  Juomm  Jays 
be  join'd  on  to  dreaming  m  thenext  from  the  Greek  &vf*,  jama.  And 
terfe.  Jtt  1  think  we  eoAimoalf*  prov 

518. and  underneath  a  bright  liomice  it  dort  tho'  we  tonftajitijr 

feafl#w%d]  The  author  him-  write  it  door.  But  in  all  fcoh- cafes 

felf  explains  this,  in  the  argument  we  -want  an  advantage,   tfiat  tbt 

of  this  book,  to  be  meant  Of  the  French  hare  •enjoy'4,  4ff  an  Acs* 

water  above  the  firmament.      He  €cmy  to  foe  and  fettle  enr  lawynge. 

mentions  it  again  Vfl.6 19.   fhylin.  'Seme  -pioptfati  were  mam  tor 

erecHng 
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Over  mount  Sion,  and,  though  that  were  large,  530 

Over  the  Promis'd  Lan4  to  God. ft  deaij 

By  which,  to  vifit  oft  thofe  happy  tribes, 

On  high  behefts  his  Arigels  to  and  fro 

Pafs'd  frequent,  and  his  eye  with  choice  regard 

From  Paneas  the  fount  of  Jordari's  flood  53^ 

To  Beerfaha,  where  the  Holy  Land 

Borders  on  Egypt  and  th'  Arabian  (horej 

So  wide  the  opening  feem'd*  where  bounds  woe  fat  - 

To  darknc6,  fuch  as  bound  the  ocean  wave* 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  ftair  540 

That  fcal'd  by  fteps  of  gold  to  Heaven  gate, 

Looks  down  with  wonder  at  the  fudden  view 


ere&ing  fuch  an  Academy  to  the 
Lord  Treaforer  Oxford  at  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne ;  and  it  is  a  pity  they  were 
never  carried  into  execution. 

5I4.  —  and  his  eye  *witb  choice 
regard]  Dr.  Pearce  thinks 
that  after  regard  a  vcrfe  feems  to 
be  wanting  to  defcribe  what  bit  eye 
did  with  choice  regard:  but  it  may 
be  underftood  thus,  his  eye  pafs'd 
frequent,  as  weJl  as  his  Angels  to 
ana  fro  on  high  behefts  or  com- 
mands, and  furvey'd  from  Paneas* 
a  city,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain 
of  the  fame  name,  part  of  mount 
Libanus  where  the  river  Jordan 
lias  in  fourcc,  to  Mrfaba  or  Beer* 


of 

weba,  that  is  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Promised  Land  from  Paneas  ht 
the  north  to  Beerfaba  in  the  fouthj 
where  the  Holy  Land  is  bounded 
by  Egypt  and  Arabia.  The  limits 
of  the  Holy  Land  are  thus  ex- 
prefs'd  in  Scripture,  from  Dan  even 
unto  Bcerjbiba,  Dan  at  the  northern 
and  Beerfheba  at  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity ;  and  the  city  that  was  cal- 
led Dam  was  afterwards  named  Fo- 
veas. So  ixnde  the  opening  fetm% 
that  is  fo  wide  as  I  have  repre- 
fented  it,  wider  than  the  callage 
over  mount  Sion  and  the  PronuYd 
Land;  So  'wide  the  opening  feem  d, 
where  the  fame  divine  power  fixed 
the  limits  of  darknefc,  that  faid  to 

thi 
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Of  all  this  world  at  once.    As  when  a  fcout 
Through  dark  and  defert  ways  with  peril  gone 
All  night,  at  laft  by  break  of  chearful  dawn       54^ 
Obtains  the  brow  of  fome  high*climbing  hill, 
Which  to  his  eye  difcovers  unaware 
The  goodly  profpeft  of  fome  foreign  land 
Firft  feen,  or  fome  renown'd  metropolis 
With  glift'ring  fpires  and  pinnacles  adorn'd,        55c? 
Which  now  the  rifing  fun  gilds  with  his  beams.: 
Such  wonder  feis'd,  though  after  Heaven  feen, 
The  Spirit  malign,  but  much,  more  envy  feis'd, 
At  fight  of  all  this  world  beheld  fo  fair.  554 

Round  he  furveys  {and  well  might,  where  he  ftood 

So 

tne  proud  ocean,  Hitherto  Jbatt  tbok  glorious  in  idea  as  any  that  arifot 

ttmu  and no  farther.  in  the  whole  poem.     He  looks 

540.  Satan  from  hence f  kc.\  Sa-  down  into  that  vaft  hollow  of  the 

tan,   after  haying  long  wander'd  aniverfe,  with  the  eye,  or  (as  Mil* 

toon  the  furface,  Or  outmoft  wall  ton  calls  it)  with  the  ken  (A  aa 

of  the  univerfe,  difcovers  at  laft  a  Angel.    He  furveys  all  the  won- 

Wide  gap  in  it,  which  led  into  the  ders  in  this  immenfe  amphitheatre 

creation,   and  is  defcribed  as  the  that  lie  between  both  the  poles  of 

opening  through  which  the  Angels  Heaven,  and  takes  in  at  one  view 

pafs  to  and  fro  into  the  lower  world  the  whole  round  of  the  creation, 
upon  their  errands  to  mankind.  AdMfon. 

His  fitting  upon  the  brink  of  this  a    5$$.  Round  be  furveys  &c]  Satan 

paJTage,  and  taking  a  furvey  of  the  is  here  represented  as  taking  a  view 

whole  face  of  nature  that  appeared  of  the  whole  creation  from  eaft  to 

to  him  new  and  freih  in  all  its  beau-  weft,  and  then  from  north  to  fouth; 

ties,    with    the  fimile   illuftrating  but  poetry  delights  to  fay  the  moft 

this  circumftance,  fills  the  mind  of  common  things  in  an  uncommon 

the  reader  with  as  furprinng  and  manner.  Round  be  furwys,  as  well  he 
*  V  o  i»  I.  A  a  might 
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So  high  ftbofe  the  ctrdihg  canopy 

Of  night's  extracted  flwdc)  froui  after*  ffoiiit 

Of  Libra  to  khfe  fleecy  for  that  heats 

Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  feus 

Beyond  th'  horizon ;  then  from  {tola  to  f<At       j{6tj 

He  views  in  breadth,  and  wfthotot  longer  fauie 

Down  right  into  the  world's  firft  region  throw) 

RSb 

mgbfiti  his  prefent  fittiftldA,  J*  Ugh  ttttxck  greater  JWrriey  tine  WaV  tfan 

o^pw  /£#  ciftUng  canop  of  nbbt's  the  other,  one  was-  called  Jengdi 

extended fiade.    Dr.  Sentlcy  object  or  totlgif<rae,  the  trtbet  fateKftn  flr 

to  the  expreJEoa  of  circling  cmnojm,  latitude.  It  is  fine,  as  it  is  natural* 

when  the  fiiade  of  night  muft  needs  16  f CJrfeftnt  8attn  al  ta&itig  *  tie* 

be*  cone:  but  as  Dr.  Petite  re-  of  the  world  before  he  threw  hm- 

f>lfes,  to  Satan  who  look'd  down  fetf  into  it. 
ufran  it  from  foch  an  highft,  k  *p-        56*.  Downright  into  the  workS 

pear'd  not  a  cone  as  it  realty  was,  4c.)  Satan  after  having  /ufVey'ft 

trtk  a  arr&.    In  this  fitnation  then  the  whole  creation,   immediately 

he  purveys  from  eaftern  point  of  Libra,  without  longer  panfe  throws  himfelf 

tme  of  the  twelve  figas  exa&ly  op-  into  it,  and  is  defcrib'd  as  making 

pdflt  to  Ariel,    to  the  fleecy  flar,  two  different  motions.     At  firft  he 

Ariel  or  the  Rate,  that  is  from  eeft  drops  down  perpendicularly  fome 

to  flreft,  for  when  Libra  rifes  in  the  wa/intoit^wwrr^/  into  the  worlds 

taft,  Ariel  fets  fill  weft  j  and  Aries  frfi  region  throws  his  fight  frejfe- 

il  faid  to  Bear  Androtmdk,  becaufc  tant,  and  aftewaids  winds  his  dUifut 

that  conftefiation  repreferited  as  a  way*  tarns  and  winds  this  way  and 

Woman  h  plated  jift  over  Ariea,  that,  if  he  might  any  where  djpjr 

Snd  therefore  when  Aries  feci  he  the  feat  of  Man ;  for  tho*  in  yer. 

feemt  to  bear  Artdrceneda  fur  4f  tzj  it  is  (aid  that  the  pafikge  was 

sttkntic  feas,   the   great   weftern  Jnfi  tver  Paradife,  yet  it  is  evident 

GCttt,  bep*d  tby  fori*** ;  then  from  that  Satan  did  not  know  it,  atad 

'  tofmbt  views  in  breadth,  th*  therefore  as  it  was  natural  for  asm 


n 


from  north  to  faith,  and  that  is  to  do,  winds  about  in  fearch  of  k 
Aid  to  be  in  bwotth,  became  the  through  the  pure  wmrhle  sir.  The 
Ancients  knowing  more  of  the  firft  epithet  ^er#determim  the  fen&e 
earth  from  eaft  fo  weft  than  from  of  the  focond*  and  mows  why  the 
north  10  fafth,  «nd  fo  having  a   air  •*  compared  to  *vr£Ay  namely 

ior 
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Hh  flight  fMWipitelft,  and  winds  wkh  cafe 
Through  the  part  mtrbte  air  bk  obliqu*  way 
Amongft  iimtimefebk  fbrs,  that  fhoue  565 

Stars  difeoit)  but  nigh  hand  foem'd  other  worids$ 
Or  other  worlds  they  ftem'd,  or  happy  iks> 
Like  thofe  Hefperian  gaidens  ikm'd  of  old* 
Fortunate  fields  *nd  groves,  and  fbw'rjr  vale^ 

ThrJoe 

fer  its  clam**  tut  v&etafc   (Wiflttftolaidmtoverfts^ 

without  any  regard  to  its  hardnds :    His  miftrefies   palling  through  a 

and  the  w*6  «*»**,  mmbk>  fr  croud  <rf  po$fe  * 

derived  from  a  Greek  w*d  f**P;     The  yielding  «***£  of  a  fhtmy 

j*«»  that  4g»»*  «b  Aawe  and  breafL^ 

ftiflnv  And  as  Milton  ufes  the  ex*. 

bfefficm  of  the  marble  air,  fo  Virgil   And  what  is  nearer  to  oar  purpofe* 

does  likewife  of  the  marbk  ft*,  Othello  in  Shakefoear  is  reprcfent- 

Georg.  I.  fcj^.  ed  as  {wearing  Aft  III. 

gtepw oiali^tManiiikiftttm    ~Nowty^*Mr*&He«rea» 


«r*  «^-a..  ft  fa  commoft  with  the  Ancient* 

^a***1*5  and  thole  who  write  iii  the  <prft 

A*rf  JK&  VI  »•*  &h<l  manner  of  the  Ancients*  in, 

ama».  V1.7V9.  their  metephofs  and  fcailes,lTd*ey 

St  e]K0e  marmono  rert  monflra  fub  agree  In  the  main  drenmftance; 
aequore  pontus :  to  Have  no  regard  to  lefiter  parti* 

Aid  dfewbefe  ht  alls  Olfhtus'a     °  ^6t  — ——  /Sir/  >dfei^ 
ft*k  m*U*>  Geo*.  IV.  J**  &£  4p*0  They  appeared  by 

'Tfcm  futme  «**»*«  cast*  a  Aeir  Ihihihg  jto  be  ft*n.    *1%  * 
otmce  rarulAwsu  Greek  exprefliOh,  as  flatb  in  a* 

epigram  on  his  "friend  Stella  pre* 

Attd  Ortd  to  like  manner  ibeafel  lerved  by  Diogenes  Laertiai.    Y& 

rf  KarcmllS  his  ft*f&  h*kl9 Tflefc  jbme  <wbi&  living  «  ******  ft»* 

tH.  4*1,  fa  Jmdym  mw&'ne  ftifperks  Mflf 

m,T.-j^^ ..  - *w  LlA,     tbejbadee*        RithaldSOA. 

<Ty.gyi>  ^nci*  ***      56*.  life  thole  Bfcri*»ganton} 

And  A  famous  poetrf  Our  OWfc  <aufe  placed  in  TO  Wtft  cmdcT  thtj 

A  a  a  crcning 
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Thrice  happy  iles,  but  who  dwelt  happy  thefc    570 

He  ftay'd  not  to  inquire:  above  them  all 

The  golden  fun  in  fplendor  likeft  Heaven 

Allur'd  his  eye :  thither  his  courfe  he  bends 

Through  the  calm  firmament,  (but  up  or  down,' 

By  center,  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell,  575 

Or  longitude,)  where  the  great  luminary 

Aloof  the  vulgar  conftellations  thick, 

That  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  diftance  due, 

Difpenfes  light  from  far  y  they  as  they  move 

Their  ftarry  dance  in  numbers  that  compute       580 

Day* 

evening  fta*.  Thofc  famous  ear-  trived,  and  the  more  adjufted  to  a 
dens  were  the  iles  about  Cape  Verd  poetical  probability,  as  it  was  a  re- 
in Africa,  whofe  moil  weftern  ceived  do&rin  among  the  moft  fa- 
point  is  ftill  calPd  He/berium  cornu.  mous  philofophers,  that  every  orb. 
Others  will  have  vem  the  Canaries,  had  its  Intelligence,  and  as  an 
Hume.  Apoftle  in  facred  Writ  is  faid  to 
573.  —  thither  bis  courfe  be  bends  have  feen  fuch  an  Angel  in  the  fun. 

'  &c.  J  His  flight  between  the  feve-  ^        AMJm. 

ral  worlds  that  mined  on  every  fide 

of  him,   with  the  particular  de-        574..        — — (but  up  or  drum, 
fcription  of  .the  fun,  are  fet  forth        fy  center,  or  eccentric,  bird  to  teff, 
in  all  the  wantonnefs  of  a  luxuriant       Or  longitude,)']  Thefe  words  (as 

imagination,     His  fhapc,  fpeech,  Dr.  Pearce  obferves)  mould  be  in- 

.  and  behaviour  upon  his  transform-  eluded  in  a  parenthefis,  and  then 

ing  himfelf  into  an  Aagel  of  light,  the  conftrafiion  of  the  reft  will  be 

are  touched  with  exquifite  beauty,  plain  and  eafy.     Satan  had  now 

The  poet's  thought   of  dire&ing  pafied  the  fiVd  ftars,  and  was  di- 

Satan   to   die  fun,    which  in  the  re&h£  Ms  courfe  towards  the  fun ; 

vulgar  opinion  of  mankind  is  the  but  it  is  hard  to  tell  (fays  the  poet) 

moil  conspicuous  part  of  the  crea-  whether  his  courfe  was  up  or  dnuu, 

rion,   and    the    placing  in   it   an  that  is  north  or  fouth,  for  fo  up 

Angel,  is  a  clrcamHance  finely  con*  and  down  fignifies  in  IX.  78.  and 
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Days  months  and  years,  tow'ards  his  all-chearinglamp 

Turn  fwift  their  various  motions,  or  are  turn'd 

By  his  magnetic  beam,  that  gently  warms 

The  univerfe,  and  to  each  inward  part 

With  gentle  penetration,  though  unfeen,  585 

Shoots  invifible  virtue  ev'n  to  the  deep; 

So  wondroufly  was  fct  his  ftation  bright. 

There  lands  the  Fiend,  a  fpot  like  which  perhaps 

Aftrohomer  in  the  fun's  lucent  orb 

Through  his  glaz'd  optic  tube  yet'  never  faw.      590 

The  place  he  found  beyond  expreflion  bright, 

Compar'd 

X.  67 St  the  north  being  uppermoft  thing  from  the  feneration  before 
in  our  globes,  mention'd,  and  which  might  have 

_hic  vertex  nobis  famper  fub-  been  *ifiU*  *<»gh  *c  <>ther  wit 

T™.    ^J;";  rLZr!/j  9A9    not  fo.    But  the  Doftor  (ays  that 

bnus:      V1rg.Georg.L242.  imjlfihU  fpoii.thcmeafurc  ofthe 

or  whether  it  wa3  fy  center,  or  ec-  verfc.  Milton  feems  to  have  thought 
centric,  towards  die  center,  or  from  this  no  blemi(h  to  his  poem,  for  he 
the  center,  it  not  being  determin'd  frequently  in  the  beginning  of  a , 
whether  the  fun  is  the  center  of  verie  choofes  thb  artificial  negii- 
the  world  or  not;  or  whether  it  gence  of  meafure:  So  in  If.  xozP 
was  by  longitude,  that  is  in  length,  88o,  III.  3$8,  XI.  79,  3,77,  There 
eaft  or  weft,  as  appears  from  IV.  is  no  neea  therefore  of  reading 
539.  and  VII.  373.  with  Dr.  Benriey  Shoots  vital  *uir- 

'  580.  — — [in  numbers]  That  is  in  tue,  &c.  Pearcu 

meafures.    Richard/on.  The  number  of  fyllables  in  this 

.    586.  Shoots  imnjthle  virtue  *tfn_  verfe  feems  not  ill  contriv'd  to  ex- 
•  to  tfc  deep-,  ]   Dr.  Bentley  prefs  the  depth  to  which  the  funY 

lays  imjifible  makes  mere  tautology  beams  penetrated, 
with  though  unfeen-,  but  I  think  59°-  Through  his glasCdoptk  tube\ 
BOt ;  the  words  though  unfeen  relate  The  fpots  in  the  fun  are  vifible, 
to  penetration,  and  imnfible  is  the  with  a  telefcope :  but  aftronome* 
fpithet  to  virtue,  which  is  adiHUnft  perhaps  never  yet  faw  through  hit 
*  A  a  3  g tax** 
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OjmparVJ  with  eoght  on  earth,  metal  or  &on©i 
Not  all  parts  Bke,  but  all  alike  inform'd 
With  radiant  light,  as  glowing  ir'bn  wkh  fire; 
If  metal,  part  feem'd  gold,  pert  fllver  dear; 
If  ftone,  carbuncle  moft  or  chryfofite, 
Ruby  or  topaz?,  to  the  twelve  that  (hone 
In  Aaron's  breaft-pkte,  and  a  ifaae  befidea 
ImaginM  rather  oft  than  eUewhu*  fan, 


S9* 


KOI 


>pc,  iuch  a  fpot  as  Satan  now  he 
was  in  tht'saaft  ork  The  pott 
H*tdion«  thi»|lafs  the  oftner  in  hor 
nor  of  Galileo,  whom  he  means 
kere  by  the  ajtronowur^ 

rqi.  — .  metal  or  ftone  ;\  In  t^e 
frff  editio*5  it  is  medhtorjtmt,  and 
Mr.  Kichardfon  faftifes  Jt^s  the  re- 
petition of  the  rain?  word  immedi- 
ately after  is  avoided :  but  for  that 
very  reafon  it  appear*  that  this  ia 
aH  error  of  the  prefe,  and  that  it 
cnjht  10,  fee  read  rntat  v  ]lime>  as 
both,  /wrA?/  and  ^wr*  are  repeated 
afterwards;  ver.  595.  Jf  metal,  ft* 
and.  ft;  and  ve>.  sga.  If  font* 
ft  and  ft. 

CQi,  Jfof  ait  parts  like,  &c.  T 
fwd  nas  given  us  a.  description  or 
Ae  palace  of  the  fun,  but  rew  have 
dfcfcrjbed  die  fun  hinfelf :  and  I 
know  not  whether  our  author  baa 
$own  more  fancy  or  more  judg- 
ment; in  the  daft-riytion.  An  os- 
4inary  poet  would  in  all  probabi- 
lity have  inflfed  chiefly  upon  its 
^ccejlve.  heat;  but  that  w|s  no- 


That 

Saaaa  nhg  waa  taa» 
fronTthe  hotter  region  of  HeU& 
and  tbepafep*  M3t©r>  jadkianly 
omks  it,  and  inlarges  upoa  the 
riches  of  the  place,  die  gold  and 
lilvcr  and  precipes  ftonts  which, 
abounded  therein,  and  by  tfcefe 
means  exhibits  a  pleatfing  piftnro 
iaftoadaf  adrfegreaabb  osm 

597-  —  *****  /wffar  thetjjf*m* 
&c.|  A  friend  of  Dr.  Pearce\  ob- 
fervui  ^  that  carhmcte  and  A$» 
were  two  of  the  twelve  fonts 
placet  in  Aaron's  hreaft-ptate,  thinks 
that  Milton  wroce 

^ubyctfrt^aft  *u**'afc'  Minim 
that  (hone,  (£«• 

o'tPtor  of  the  is  not  unfreqnentin. 
Milton :  in.  XL  43a.  we  read  f /i^ 
jffiVjff,  and  in  the  Matt  $>uee*  a*  /# 
«i*w<£  Rut  it  is  not  very  likdv 
that  the  poet  mould  fay  too*  o%aT 
twetoe,  an<t  not  intend  Hie  two  lad£ 
mention'd  of  Ae  fbor,  but  the  firft 
and  the  laft.  And  there  is  very 
goodreaftm  to  think  that  not  *•• 

only, 
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That  ftouc,  or  l&e  to  tfcti  which  ta*  tetov     few 
Philofophew  »  wq  ib  long  hex*  foi&bt* 
in  vain,  thoqgh  by  their  ponr -dtt  art  ttay  btftl 
Volatil  Heroes,  and  call  yp  unbound 
In  various  fhapes  old  Proteus  firom  tta  fea, 
Drain'd  through  a  limbec  to  hjs  native  form.      6o$ 
What  wonder  then  if  fields  and  regions  how 
Itaathe  forth  tEkxir  jure,  and  ri?eri  con 

Potabl* 


only,  hat  four  of  tbt?**to  ft»es. 
in  Aaron  s  breaftplate  are  here 
mentioa'd.  9ov  whattwt  tganlatc 
tiff  i*r«rV,  Exod.  XXVIII.  17. 
is  rendered  in  the  margin  of  our 
Btf>les  (he  r^'  and  what  we 
4*1  tjie  &?/,  Rxed.  XXVUI.  30. 
fte  Seventy,  the  -Vulgate,  and 
Atof(  of  the  verttMw,  antf  JofeplMM, 
and  many  others  tfcfce  for  a  ebtj/o- 
Mte.  Tfcts  alteration  therefore  of 
Dr.  Fearers  friend  eannot  be  ad- 
mitted, and  Mr.  Fenton's  reading 
fcnresh,  worfe,  or  /&  twelve,  which 
cannot  be?  feid  after  feme  of  the 
tjtfefre  have  been  already  men- 
tionM.  The  psirage  may  be  un- 
derftood  thns  without  any  altera- 
ttdij,  Ruby  or  topaz  to  the  twelve, 
tfcatts,  curd  alt  the  reft  rfekvang  to 
4fcr  t*mehxf  that  fliome  in  Aaron-** 
brea&plaie.  The  poet  had  parti- 
ddarly  mentioned  fome  of  the  nones 
hi  Aaron's  breaft  plate,  and  now 
he  includes  all  the  reft  to  the  number 
tytfkue.  Sftch  a  concife  manner 
<*f  fpeakjng  is  not  unufcal  with 
•w  author. 


art  tbey  bind  Sec]   Tho'  Dy 

thejf  powtfulgrt  A«y  hW  a«4«* 

quicklilver,  and  change  their  mat- 
ter, unbound,  unfixed,  into  as  many 
various  (hapes  as  Proteus,  till  it  be 
seduced  at  laft  to  its  firfl  original 
form.  Hmmu,  another  wqnT  far 
Mercury  or  qukk&lvwr,  which  is 
very  feid,  and  voktij,  and  hand 
to* be  fixed.  FtoUju,  a  Sea-God, 
who  could  transform  himielf  into 
various  fhapes,  tiU  being  ctefelgf 
prefs'd  he  return' d  to  his  own 
proper  ferm.  By  this  the  Ancients 
onderft&od  the  firft  principle  of 
things  and  the  fubjeft  matter  of 
nature;  and  our  poet  therefore 
very  fitly  employs  this  metaphor 
ox  jimilicude  to  esprefs  the  matter, 
which  the  cbemtlb  make  experi- 
ments upon  thro*  ail  ks  mutation^ 
and  which  they  drain  thro*  their 
Umbecs  or  ftills,  till  It  refume  its 
native  and  original  form. 

606.    IF  hat  *wmdcr  thai   &C.  J 

And  if  chemills  can  do  fo  much, 

what  wondur  then  if  in  the  tun  it- 

Aa4  feif 
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Potable  gold,  when  with  one  virtuous  touch 
Th*  arch-chemic  fun,  fo  far  from  us  remote, 
Produces,  with  terreftrial  humor  mix'd,  610 

Here  in  the  dark  fo  many  precious  things 
Of  color  glorious  and  effe<5t  fo  rare? 
Here  matter  new  to.  gaze  the  Devil  met 
Undazled;  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands; 
For  fight  no  dbftacle  found  here,  nor  fhade,       61  $ 
But  all^fun-ihine,  as  when  his  beams  at  noon 
Culminate  from  th' equator,  as  they  now 

Shot  upward  ffcU  direft,  whence  qo  way  round 

Shadow 

fclf  is  the  true  phfloibpher's  Gone,  and  two  others  which  follow  in, 

the  grand  Elixir,  and  rivers  of  li-  the  next  page  :   but  is   it  likelj 

quid  gold ;  when  the  fun,  the  chief  that  the  fame  miflake  mould  creep 

of  chemiils,    thov  at  fo  great  a  into  three  different  plates  ?    Is  i$ 

diftance,    can  perform  fuch  won-  not   more,   probable   that  Milton. 

ders  upon  earth,   and  produce  fo  fpeaking  of  the  fun  laid  Jbert,  be- 

many  precious  things  ?  The  thought  caufe  he  was  then  describing  it, 

of  making  the  fun  the  chief  cne-  and  exprefling  its  nature  i  This  is 

mift  or  akhemift  feems  to  be  ta-  poetical  and  common  with  Milton* 

ken  from  Shakefpear,  King  John,  as  may  be  feen  in  many  inftances. 

Aft  III.  See  my  note  on  U.  *6a.   where  I 

To  folemnize  this  day,  the  glo-  ^ow  **  Milton  frequently  ufet. 

rious  fun  ***  word  *ere'  not  ^ca^g  tbere-> 

Stays  in  his  courfe,  and  plays  the  J*  *  &*  F^«  »  ^  wh«* 

alchemift,  he  ?s  fpeaking,  but  that  place  only 

Turning  with  fplcndor  of  his  pro-  «***  *  ls  W*  *«k  W  of- 

cious  eye  .                          .        P**rce^ 

The  meager  clpddy  earth  to  glit-  %r~™*b*  "*"**"!* 

terlnggold.  Qdnanati  from  tb  equator,  as  tJbej 

606.  —  a*/  r^paw  J*r*]  Dr.        &&>/  upward  fill  &re3,  ]    The 
Bentlcy  reads  /Art*  in  this  place   firft  «/  is  ufed  by  way  of  fimllitude, 
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Shadow  from  .body'  opaque  can  foil ;  and  lib' air, 

No  where  -fo  clear,  (harpenM  his  vifual  ray  .       620 

To  objects  diftant  far,  whereby  he  foon 

Saw  within,  ken  a  glorious  Angel  ftand, 

The  fame  whom  John  law  alfojn  the  fun: 

His  back  was  turo'd,.  but  not  his  brightness  hid; 

Of  beaming  funny  rays  a  golden  tiar  625 

Circled  his  head,  nor  lefs  -hi*  locks  behind 

Illuftrious  on  his  moulders  fledge  with  wings 

Lay  waving  round;  on  forae  great  charge  employ'd 

He  feem'd,  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep. 

Glad 

in  the  fenfe  of  Uk  as;  There  w*s  finder  his  lovely  locks,  that  hung 
no  lhadow  but  ill  fun-fiiine,  like  behind  over  his  flioulders  adorn  d 
as  vcbtn  Ins  beams  at  mm  (ulmnatt  with  wings,  from  waving  them- 
fi-om  tV  eamtor,  that  is  are  vertical  felves  into  curls  and  rings.  Tiar 
and  flioot  direftly  from  the  equ»-  of  Tiara,  the  Perfian  word  for  a 
tor,  which  is  the  reafon  why  thofe  round  cap,  high  and  ending  in  a 
who  Kve  under  the  equator,  under  point,  the  ufual  covering  and  oma- 
tne  line,  are  called  Afcii,  and  at  ment  the  eaftern  princes  wore  on 
noon  caft  no  Ihjufcws,  Theothfr  their  heads.  Ha«w. 
«Uufed  by  way  of  reafon,  in  the  627.  —JUdge  wtb-wtngA  We 
fade  of  fjaswaubas;  Thereww  now  commonly  fay  >^^  butour 
noftadow  but  all  fun-ftune,  for  author  ufes  fitdg* ^  again .  ■  VTL 
V  much  as  bis  km-/"  *»  *  4*>-  butfiatb^rdficnandjUdgeke. 
Za/j*rward.  pprefersttdoupdefsa^ofafofter 

w*~j  1  found;  and  there  are  feveral  fuca 

623.  fhe  fame  whom  Jebnfaw    wQrd$  ^  want  mo}\tfy'mg  fa  oar 
alfeintbefun^Andlfa^    lan^agc.  * 

gm  Angel  fiantoeg  i*  the  fan.  Rev.        £2g  employ* J]  Milton  con- 

XIX.  17.  ftantly  fpells  this  word  implofd,  but 

6zJ.  a  golden  tiar}    A  gol-    the  French  word  from  whence  it 

den  coronet  of  fhining  ravs  circle^    is  deriv'd  is  employer. 

his  head,  yet  nevertheless  did  nQt  634.  But 

Google 
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Glad  was  Ihe  Spi'rit  impute,  a$  now  In  hope      630 
To  find  who  might  dfreft  his  wand'ting  flight 
To  Paradife  the  happy  feat  of  Man, 
His  journey's  end  and  our  beginning  woe. 
But  firft  he  cafts  to  fchange  his  proper  fhape, 
Which  elfe  might  work  him  danger  or  delay:     635^ 
And  now  a  (tripling  Cherab  he  appears, 
Not  of  the  prime,  yet  fuch  as  in  hi*  face 
Youth  fmil*d  celeftial,  and  to  every  limb 
Suitable  grace  diffused,  fo  well  he  feign'dt 

Under 

6u,  But  JjHl  be  tap  ice.  ]   He  here  by  the  pen  of  Milton.    In 

^otiflfc.     The  metaphor  feems  to  Speafer  there  la  a  fimilar  defcij£ 

be  tafcen  from  cafUng  the  eye  a-  tion  of    a  young  Anget.     Fairy 

rouo4  every  way.    Spenfer  has  the  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant.  S.  3t.  5, 
fame  e^preflion,  Faky  Queen,  B.  \, 

Cant.  ii.  St.  40.  9efide  his  head  there  ftt  a  fair 

ST  ««§*  «*     Of  wondrous  beamy,  and  of  ftdh- 

eft  years, 
Aa^JffltpnhixnfeJf  again,  XTf.  43.     Whofe  tender  bud  to  Mpflfora  new 
RicbardfoK,  began, 

And  nptffh  fair  above  his  equal 
$fi.*^~aflripH*gCh<rub'\Th$  peers: 

eyij  Spirit,  tSe  better  to  dilgujfe     His  fnowy  front  curled  with  gol- 
hjs  purpofei  affunies  the  appear*  den  hairs, 

ancc  of  a  ftripling  Cherub,  not  of    Lifca  Pfcdtai'fai*  a<fer*'d  with 
one  of  thofe  of  the  prime  order  fcnoy  rays, 

and  dignity,  for  fuch  could  not  fo     Divinely  &one;  «ad  tw»  &axp 
well  be  fuppofed  to  be  ignorant  of  winged  (hears, 

what  Satan  wanted  now  to  be  in-     Pecked  with  diverfe  plumes,  ljk* 
fbrm'd.     And  a  finer  pjdture  of  a  painted  jays, 

{oung  Angel  co«ld  not  be  drawn  Were  fixed  at  his  back,  to  cot  hi* 
y  the  pencil  of  Raphael  than  is  aery  ways. 

I* 
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Unfa  a  ayoncttis  flowing  Mr  64* 

In  curb  on  either  cheek  plaj'dj  wjngn  be  wwf 
Of  many  a  color 'd  phime  ^riokj^  with  gold, 
His  habit  fit  fir  fpoed  fuoancV  and  held 
Before  his  decent  fteps  a  film  wand* 
Hebrew  net  nigh  unheard,  the  Angel  fright  tiff 
Ere  he  drew  nigh,  his  radiant  viftgc  tnm'd, 
Admontth'd  by  hid  ear,  and  ftralt  was  known 
Th'  Arch-Angel  Vrjel,  one  of  the  fcren 
Who  in  God'a  pretense,  neareft  to  hJw  throne, 

Snmd 

In  Taflb  likewife,  when  the  Ange!  representing  the  Angels;  bat  I  ra- 
Gabriel  is  fent  to  ronfe  the '  Chri-  ther  underftand  it  that  the  «u>m*  J* 
ftian  annyt  he  appears  as  a  ftrip-  wore  were  bit  habit,  and  they  were 

ling,  C*w.  «•  *.  iji  f*ta^»l»^>frA>?w«'A<*»av 

—  P     •  «     .i.  bnt/Kiefaffl  underftand  with  Dr 

Tra  gwrw*.  e  feeouBo  «*  con-  p^  iot  ^  w  ^  .,»«• 

n^"6^      111         •  i  u^  j*.  brie  gir Je J  or  tMeJFJuf;  but  in  the 
ftefc,  et and*  ragg.  ?  btwdft  ^pWtlfenfe,  Z*  «id  £J 

W^*  ^Vj  as  Fabins  in  Inft.  Orat.  II.  *. 

A  ftripling  feem'd  he  thrice  five  ft7»  Proni  &ccinaique  {*. 

winters  old,  ,i.    „.    ,        „    ,  _ 

And  radiant  beams  adorn'd  his  .  M*  *?»*«** fift}  Thew»rf 

fecks  of  gold.          Fairfax.  ^  » »»  «H»^  acewtodon  i, 

^  «r  language  will,  I  think,  fcarcahr 

But  theft  doth  not  feem  to  be  any  ««pe  up  to  what  our  poet  is  her* 

particular  reafun  for  it  in  that  describing,  and  therefore  we  ought 

place,  asthatvisiathtpalitgehc*  w  juftice  to  him  to  recur  to  ita 

fbeue.  l*ia  ordinal      Hor.  Od,   JU, 

xxvaS3- 

64  J.  Bit  babitfitfirJpteJ/utdHSA 
Jf  the  author  meant  that  Satan  had     Antequam  tnrpis  made*  itmtn 
clothes  on  as  well  as  wings,  it  is     Occnpat  flwlat,       ffcor. 
4papaiy  to  hit  usual  manner  of 

$50.  —  e»i 
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Stand  ready  at  command,  and  are  his  eyes  650 

That  run  through  all  the  Heav'ns,  or  down  to  th'Earth 
Bear  his  fwift  errands  over  moift  and  dry, 
O'er  Tea  and  land:  him  Satan  thus  accofts. 

Uriel,  for  thou  of  thofe  fev'n  Spi  nts  that  ftand 
In  fight  of  God's  high  throne,  glorioufly  bright,  65$ 
The  firft  art  wont  his  great  authentic  will 
Interpreter  through  higheft  Heav'n  to  bring, 
Where  all  his  fons  thy  embafly  attend  \ 
And  here  art  likelieft  by  fupreme  decree 
^rike  honor  to  obtain,  and  as  his  eye  J  660 

To  vifit  oft  this  new  creation  round  •. 
Unfpeakable  defire  to  fee,  and  know 
All  thefe  his  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  Man, 
His  chief  delight  and  favor,  him  for  whom 
All  thefe  his  works  fo  wondrous  he  ordain'd,      66$ 

Hath 

650.  — —  **Jari  his  eyes  kc.  ]  which  fignify  God  is  my  light.    He 

An  expreffion  borrowed  from  Zech.  is  mention'd  as  a  good  Angel  in 

IV.  10.   1 hofe  /even,   they  are  the  the  fecond  book  of  Efdras,  chap- 

oyes  of  the  Lord*  'which  run  to  and  ten  4  and  51  and  the  Jews  and 

fro  through  the  whole  earth.    The  fame  Chriftians  conceive  )pm  to  be 

Jews  therefore  believed  there  were  an  Angel  of  light  according  to  his 

/even  principal  Angels,  who  were  name,  and  therefore  he  hat,  pro* 

the  captains  and  leaders  as  it  were  perly  m>  ftatkm  in  die  fun. 
of  the  heavenly  hoft.     See  Tobit 

XII.  1 5.  Rev.  1: 4.  V.  6.  VIII.  2."  663.         but  chUfy  Man, 

6 C4.  Uriel,  ]   His  name  .is  de-  his  chief  delight  audjavof,  him 

pved  from  *wp   Hebrew   word*  fir  <wim  &$.]  fir.  Jfcntlcy 

read! 
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Hath  brought  me  from  the  qtiircs  of  Cherubim 
Alone  thus  wand'ring.    Brightest  Seraph,  tdl 
In  which  of  all  thefe  fhining  orbs  hath  Man 
His  fixed  feat,  or  fixed  feat  hath  none, 
But  ail  thefe  fhining  orbs  his  choice  to  dwell;     670 
That  I  may  find  him,  and  with  fecret  gaze 
Or  open  admiration  him  behold, 
On  whom  the  great  Creator  hath  beftow'd 
(Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  thefe  graces  pour'd ; 
That  both  in  him  and  all  things,  as  is  meet,      675 
The  univerfal  Maker  we  may  praife; 
Who  juftly  hath  driv'n  out  his  rebel  foes 
To  deepeft  Hell,  and  to  repair  that  lofs 
Created  this  new  happy  race  of  Men 
To  ferve  him  better:  wife  are  all  his  ways.         680 
So  fpake  the  falfc  diflembler  unperceiv'd* 

For 

reads  ami  favorite  whom,  and  fays  mum  hie  laudat.    And  Virgil,  Mtu 

that  Mn  bis  thief feevor  is  not  Eng-  V.  541. 

lifh.    But  as  Dr.  Pearcc  replies,  Nee  bonus  Eurytio  praelato  invi- 

hf  favor  furely  may  be  meant  the  dit  honori : 

oojeft  of  his  favor ;  as  by  delight  honori  is  the  honorable  perfon,  fra* 

is  plainly  meant  not  his  delight  it-  lato  which  was    preferr'd    before 

ftlf,  but  the  obje&  of  his  delight,  him. 

And  as  Mr.  Upton  obferves,  it  is  678.  — —  that  lofs]  This  is  Mil- 

only  ufing  the  abftraft  for  the  con-  ton's  own  reading  in  both  his  edi- 

crete.     So  Terence  ufes  fceius  for  tions.      Dr.  Bentlev  and  Mr.  Pen* 

fcclcftus,   Andria,  Aft.V.  Scelm  ton  read  not  lb  well  their  lofs. 

683.  Hy. 
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For  neither  Man  nor  Angel  cut  difcera 
Hypocriiy,  the  only'  evil  that  walks 
Invifible,  except  to  God  done,  $g^ 

By  his  pennifSve  will,  through  HeaV'n  and  Emht 
And  oft  though  wiidom  wake,  folpkion  fleeps 
At  wifdom's  gate,  and  to  fimplktty 
Refigns  her  charge,  while  goodnefs  think*  no  « 
Where  no  ill  fcems:  Which  now  for  once  begoilM 
Uriel,  though  regent  of  the  fun,  and  heM         690 
The  fharpeft  fightei  Spi'rit  of  all  m  Heaven  $ 
Who  to  the  fraaduknt  impoftor  foul 
In  his  uprightnefs  anfwer  thus  retarn'd. 

Fair  Angel,  thy  delire  which  tends  to  know 
The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify  5«£ 

The  great  Work-Mafler,  leads  to  no  ewiels 
That  reaches  Name,  but  rather  merits  praMe 

The 

683.  HjpocriA  &c]  What  u  faid  fible  to  all  but  God,  fcfr;  But  yet 
fcw»  of  hypocflHjr  is  center*  ns  ft  the  evil  Spirit  did  not  «*  «l4 
Agreffion,  but  it  ferns  no  note  undifcowrd,  for  though  Uriel  mm 
*?*  *?,  wfclwdy  fteceftty ;  for  «ot  aware  of  bin  sow,  yet  he 
©therwife  it  might ^  thought  very  fottnd  reftibn  to  fcfpeft  him  rte*. 
m»ge,  that  the  «r!i  Spit*  fheold  ward*  from  his  furious  Mfhtm  fe 
fufs    undifcorei'd  fejr  the  Alt*,   the  mount.  ^^ 

Angel  Uriel,  die  regent  of  the  fen,  «6.  AnJrt  tbvbmXfJm-wmH, 
gfthe  ihai^figkted  Spirit  in  &c]  He  meft  beveiy  crtriSB 
am.  and  therefore  the  poet  After** indeed,  who  will  not  t»£ 
enderon  to  account  for  it  by  far-  *»  this  little  digreflkmul  obfem*. 
ing,  th*  hypocri*  cannot  he  d»  *».  TW  i,  &  fe  m7  «piiX 
wmdhy  Man  or  Angel,  «i$inW:   *  nobler  fenriment,  or  one  more 

poetically 
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The  more  it  6*mB  €*ct& $  that  led  thee  hither 

From  thyempyreal  maoiion  thus  alone* 

To  witnefs  with  thine  eyes  what  iome  perhaps     yoo 

Cbntented  with  report  hear  oaly9  in  Heaven  t 

For  wonderful  ihdeed  are  all  his  works, 

Pleafcat  to  hndw^  and  worthieft  to  be  all 

Had  in  remembrance  always  with  delight* 

But  what  created  mind  can  comprehend  yoj 

Their  numh&r,  or  the  wifdom  infinite 

That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  caufes  deep? 

I  faw  when  at  his  word  the  fbrmfefs  mafs, 

This  world's  material  mold,  came  to  a  heap: 

Confufion  heard  his  voice*  and  wild  uproar        jrrf 

Stood  ruTd,  flood  vail  infinitude  confin'd* 

THl  at  his  fecond  bidding  darknefs  fled, 

JLkht  fhone,  and  order  from  diforder  Jpruqg : 

Swift 

poetically  exprefs'd,  in  the  whole  ation,  is  very  noble  in  itfolf,  ani 
poem.  What  great  art  has  the  not  on]/  proper  where  it  is  astro- 
poet  Ihown  in  taking  off  the  drjr-  daced,  but  requifite  t6  prepare  die 
ie6  of  a  mere  moral  fentence  bjr  reader  for  what  follows  hi  the  fe- 
tkrowing  it  into  the  form  of  a  Jhort  venth  book.  In  the  following  part 
and  beautiful  allegory!  Tiyer.  of  the  {beech  he  points  out  the 
'694.  /air  Angn%  &c]  In  the  an-  earth  with  fuch  drcumilances,  thit 
fwer  which  this  Angel  returns  to  tfce  render  can  icarce  lorbear  fan- 
the  &&uis'd  evil  Spirit*  there  is  eying  himfelf  emplo/M  «a  the  Cune 
fuch  a  becoming  majefty  as  is  alto-  cutfaat  view  of  it      Miifim. 

7* 
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luvti  a  ucvuwuk  lUaien/  *»  »  «iu*  uiuihic.  view  vi  iu        jxmmyvm* 

father  fuitable  to  a  fuperior  being.        713. mmdcrdtr  fiim  Jtjtr&r 

The  part  of  it,  in  which  he  repre-  .#"*»£ -3  ^?latOttlM«0 

•tents  himfelf  as  prefent  at  the  ere-  Ri$  *m£t*  mmiq  *&*&*'  **  7»<  "~ 
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Swift  to  their  feveral  quarters  hafted  then 
The  cumbrous  elements,  earth,  flood,  aif,  fire;    715 
And  this  ethereal  quinteflence  of  Heaven 
Flew  upward,  fpirited  with  various  forms, 
That  rolPd  orbicular,  and  turn'd  to  liars 
Numberlefs,  as  thou  feed,  and  how  they  move; 
Each  had  his  place  appointed,  each  his  courfe ;      7  20 
The  reft  in  circuit  walls  this  univerfe. 
Look  downward  on  that  globe,  whbfe  hither  fide 
With  light  from  hence,  though  but  reflected,  fhines; 
That  place  is  Earth  the  feat  of  Man,  that  light 
His  day,  which  clfe  as  th'  other  hemifphere       725 
Night  would  invade;   but  there  the  neighboring 
moon 


9u?f4ft  which  Tolly  renders  in 
Latin  thus,  Id  ex  inordinate)  in  or- 
dinem  adduxit.  Cicero  de  Unir. 
So  alfo  Philo  the  Jew  after  his 
mailer  Plato,  EttWSi  y&p  rnp  w/- 
Wf  ATduflw  KOI  9ufKiyvfj9pnt  01/- 

would  be  no  fmall  pleafure  to  the 
curious  reader  to  compare  Uriel's 
Account  of  the  creation  with  that 
in  Plato's  Timseus.  This  inftance 
plainly  (hows  that  Milton  had  that 
in  his  eye.  Thyer. 
7 1 5.  The  amtreus  elements,']  Even 


(So 

air  and  fire  are  fo  in  cor/ipanfon  of 
the  ethereal  quintefience,  celefhal 
fire,  or  pure  fpirit.  Richer Jfi*. 
716.  Jnd  this  ethereal  fuintef- 
fence  of  Heaven]  The  four 
elements  hafted  to  their  quarters, 
but  this  fifth  effence  flew  upward. 
It  fhould  be  this,  as  it  is  in  Mil- 
ton's own  editions :  and  not  the 
ethereal  mdntejfence^  as  it  is  in  Bent- 
ley's,  Fenton's,  and  fomc  other 
editions.  For  the  Angel  who  fpeaks 
is  in  the  fun,  and  therefore  fays 
this,  as  the  fun  was  a  part  of 
this  ethereal  quinteflence.  And 
this  notion  our  author  borrowM 

from 
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(So  call  that  oppofit  lair  ftar)  her  aid 
Timely"  interpofes,  and  her  monthly  round 
Still  ending,  ftill  renewing,  through  mid  Heaven, 
With  borrow'd  light  her  countenance  triform      73  q 
Hence  fills  and  empties  to  inlighten  th'  Earth, 
And  in  her  pale  dominion  checks  the  night, 
That  fpot  to  which  I  point  is  Paradife, 
Adam's  abode,  thofe  lofty  fhades  his  bower. 
Thy  way  thou  canft  not  mifs,  me  mine  requires.   73  5 

Thus  laid,  he  turn'd;  and  Satan  bowing  low, 
As  to  fuperior  Spirits  is  wont  in  Heaven, 
Where  honor  due  and  reverence  none  negledts, 
Took  leave,  and  tow  ard  the  coaft  of  earth  beneath, 
Down  from  th'  ecliptic,  fped  with  hop'd  fuccefs,  740 

Throws 

from  Ariftotle  and  others  of  the  thority  fnfficient  to  juftiry  oar  tu- 

ancient  philofophcrs,  who  fuppofed  thor.      Thefe  ftars  are  numberlefs, 

that  betides  the  four  elements  there  as  thou  fceftt  (fays  die  Angel)  and 

was  likewife  an  ethereal  quintef-  feeft  bonv  tbey  mwe\  and  the  reft 

fern*  or  fifth  eflence,  out  of  which  of  this  fifth  eflence  that  is  not 

the  ftars  and  Heavens  were  formed,  formed  into  ftars  furrounds  and  like 

and  its  motion  was  orbicular :  &rcu  a  wall  inclofes  the  univerfe.  LucreU 

/i  m&&  t&  Titett pet  w/jml*  kcu  V.  470. 

*\\9  <*wjf\wt   e£  i  r*  *t6iM  Et  lati  diffufus  in  omnes  undique 

?or«r*r«ja   «AAe/*r  /'  cwn  rnr  partes 

jt/vurip  &taif  K0xktQietKi7  y<tfi  Omnia  fie  avido  complexu  caetera 

which  are  the  very  words  of  Dio-  fepfit. 

genes  Laertius  in  his  life  of  Ari-  7  Jo.  —  her  countenance  triform  ] 

ftotle;   and  it  would  be  eafy  to  Increafing  with  horns  towards  the 

make  a  parade  of  learning  and  caft,  decreasing  with  horns  towards 

multiply  quotation^  but^his  is  au-  the  weft,  and  at  the  fulL 

Vvt.  h     ,       '  Bb                            74i- —  to 
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Throws  his  fteep  flight  ia  many  aa  aery  wheel* 
Nor  flay'd,  ti}l  on  Niphafes  top  ho  lights. 


741.  —  m  many  oh  aery  wheel,  1 
This  fportive  motion  is  attributed 
to  Satan  for  joy,  that  he  was  now 
fo  near  his  journey's  end :  and  it 
is  very  properly  taken  notice  of 
here,  as  it  is  faid  to  hare  been  ob- 
ferved  by  the  Angel  Uriel  after- 
wards in  IV.  567. 

— >  I  defcrib'd  his  way, 
Bent  on  allfpecd,  and  markfthis 

aery  gate. 

So  beautifully  do  not  only  the  grea- 
ter, but  even  the  minuter  pans  of 
this  £oem  hang  together.  But 
Mr.  Thyer  fays  —  "  I  differ  from 
"  you  in  your  fenfe  of  thefe  words. 
"  I  do  not  think  that  Milton  in- 
"  tended  to  defcribe  any  fportive 
««  motion  of  Satan's,  but  only  the 
"  fpeedinefs  of  his  flight.  It  is  a 
"  manner  of  expreffion  familiar  to 
"  the  Italians,  and  no  doubt  he 
"  borrowed  it  from  them.  To 
*«  give  one  inflance  out  of  many. 
*«  Ariofto  defcribtng  the  magician 
"  Atlante  upon  his  Hippognf  de- 
u  fcending  in  great  hafte  to  feife 
M  Bradamant?,  who  was  faU'n  on 
"  the  ground,  ufe&  thefe  terms, 


Accelerando  il  volatar  le  1 
Coq  larghe.  mote  in  terra  i  por  £ 
venne. 

Orl.  Fur.  Cant  4.  St.  24, 

742.  —  on  Niphates  top  he  lights.] 
A  mountain  in,  the.  ^orders  of  Mr 
menia,  not  far  from  the  fpring  of 
Tigris,  as  Xenophon  aflkms  upon 
his  own  knowledge.  The  poet 
lands  Satan  on  this  mountain,  bc- 
caufe  it  borders  on  Mesopotamia, 
in.  which  t}ie,  moft  judicious  d%- 
fcribers  of  Paradife  place  it. 

Warn. 

I  muft  not  conclude  iny  reflcfticw 
upon  this  third  book  of  Paradife 
Ldt,  without  taking  notice. of  tha| 
celebrated  complaint  of  Milton 
with  which  it  opens,  and  which 
certainly  deferves  all  the  praifes 
that  have  been  given,  it;  tho*  ma  I 
have  before  hinted,  it  may  rather 
be  looked  upon  as  excrefcence, 
than  as  an  efTential  part  of  the 
poem.  The  fame  obfqrvation  might 
be  apply'd  to  that  beautiful  digref- 
fion  upon  hypocrify,  in  the  lame 
book,  Ajdfcu, 


The.  end  of  the  Third  Book. 
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THE     ARGUMENT. 

Satan  now  in  profpeft  of  Eden,  4nd  nigh  the  place  where 
he  muft  now  attempt  the  bold  enterprife  which  he  un- 
dertook alone  againft  God  and  Man,  falls  into  many 
doubts  with  himfelf,  and  many  paflions,  fear,  envy,  and 
defpair ;  but  at  length  confirms  himfelf  in  evil,  journeys 
on  to  Paradife  whofe  outward  profpedt  and  fituation  is 
defcribed,  overleaps  the  bounds,  fits  in  the  fhape  of  a 
cormorant  on  the  tree  of  life,  as  higheft  in  the  garden* 
to  look  about  him.  The  garden  defcrib'd;  Satan's 
firft  fight  of  Adam  and  Eve*,  his  wonder  at  their  excel- 
lent form  and  happy  ftate,  but  with  refblution  to  work 
their  fall;  overhears  their  difcourfe,  thence  gathers  that 
the  tree  of  knowledge  was  forbidden  them  to  eat  of,  un- 
der penalty  of  death;  and  thereon  intends  to  found  his 
temptation  by  feducing  them  to  tranfgrefs :  then  leaves 
them  a  while,  to  know  further  of  their  ftate  by  fome 
other  means.  Mean  while  Uriel  defcending  on  a  fun- 
beam  warns  Gabriel,  who  had  in  charge  the  gate  of  Pa- 
radife, that  fome  evil  Spirit  had  efcap'd  the  deep,  and 
pafs'd  at  noon  by  his  fphere  in  the  fhape  of  a  goad  An- 
gel down  to  Paradife,  difcovered  after  by  his  furious 
geftures  in  the  mount.  Gabriel  promifes  to  find  him 
ere  morning.     Night  coming  on,  Adam  and  Eve  dif- 

,  courfe  of  going  to  their  reft:  their  bower  dcfcrib'd; 
their  evening  worfhip.  Gabriel  drawing  forth  his  hands 
of  night-watch  to  walk  the  round  of  Paradife,  appoints 
two  ftrong  Angels  to  Adam's  bower,  left  the  evil  Spirit 
fhould  be  there  doing  fome  harm  to  Adam  or  Eve 
fleeping ;  there  they  find  him  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  tempt- 
ing her  in  a  dream,  and  bring  him,  though  unwilling, 
to  Gabriel;  by  whom  queftion'd,  he  fcornfuily  anfwers, 
prepares  refiftance,  but  iiinder*d  by  afign  from  Heaven, 
flies  out  of  Paradife. 
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IV. 


o 


For  that  warning  voice,  which  he  who  faw 
Th'  Apocalyps  heard  cry  in  Heav'n  aloud, 

Then 


Thofe,  who  know  how  many 
volumes  have  been  written  on  the 
poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  will 
eafily  pardon  the  length  of  my  dif- 
courfe  upon  Milton.  The  Paradife 
Loft  is  looked  upon,  by  the  bed 
judges,  as  the  greateft  production, 
or  at  lcaft  the  nobleft  work  of  ge- 
nius hi  our  language,  and  there- 
fere  deferves  to  be  fet  before  an 
tngliih  reader  in  its  full  beauty. 
For  this  reafon,  tho*  I  have  ende- 
Tor'd  to  give  a  general  idea  of  its 
tracts  and  imperfections  in  my  fix 
£rft  papers,  I  thought  myfelf  ob.- 
b'ged  to  beftow  one  upon  every 
book  itt  particular.  The  three 
irft  books  I  have  already  difpatch- 
ed,  and  am  now  entring  upon  the 
fourth.  I  need  not  acquaint  my 
reader  that  there  are  multitudes  of 
beauties  in  this  great  author,  efpe- 
eMy  in  the  descriptive  parts  of  his 
poem,  which  I  have  not  touched 
upon,  it  being  my  intention  to 
point  oat  thofe  only,  which  appear 
to  me  the  moft  exquifite,  or  thofe 
which  are  not  fo  obvious  to  ordi- 
nary readers.  Every  one  that  has 
read  the  critics  who  have  written 
upon  the*  Odyfley,  the  Iliad,  and 
the  iEneid,  knows  very  well,  that 


though  they  agree  in  their  opinions 
of  the  great  beauties  in  thofe 
poems,  they  have  neverthelefs  each 
of  them  difcovered  feveral  maller- 
ftrokes,  which  have  efcaped  the 
obfervation  of  the  reft.  In  the 
fame  manner,  I  queftion  not,  but 
any  writer  who  (hall  treat  of  this 
fubject  after  me,  may  find  feveral 
beauties  in  Milton,  which  I  have 
not  taken  notice  of.  I  muft  like- 
wife  obfenoc,  that  as  the  greateit 
mailers  of  critical  learning  differ 
among  one  another,  as  to  fome 
particular  points  in  an  epic  poem, 
I  have  not  bound  myfelf  fcrupu- 
loufly  to  the  rules  which  any  one 
of  them  has  laid  down  upon  that 
art,  but  have  taken  the  liberty 
fomctimes  to  join  with  one,  and 
fometimes  with  another,  and  fomc- 
times to  differ  from  all  of  them,, 
when  I  have  thought  that  the  reu- 
fon  of  the  thing  was  on  my  fide. 
Addifon. 

I .  O  for  that  warning  voice,  &c] 
The  poet  opens  this  book  with  a. 
wifh  in  the  manner  of  Shakefpear, 
O  for  a  Mufe  of  fire  &c.  Prolog,  to 
Henry  V.  O  for  a  falkaer's  *c<us 
&c.  Komco  and  Juliet,  Act  II.  snd 
in  order  to  raife  the  horror  and  *t- 

B  b  3  ceruimi 
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Then  when  the  Dragon,  put  to  fecond  rout, 

Came  furious  down  to  be  reveng'd  on  men, 

Woe  to  tb9 inhabitants  on  earth!  that  now,  5 

While  time  was,  our  firft  parents  had  been  warn'd 

The  coming  of  their  fecret  foe,  and  fcap'd, 

Haply  fo  fcap'd  his  mortal  fnare ;  for  now 

Satan,  now  firft  inflam'd  with  rage,  came  down, 

The  tempter  ere  th'accufer  of  man-kind,  jo 

To  wreck  on  innocent  frail  man  his  lofs 

Of  that  firft  battel,  and  his  flight  to  Hell : 

Yet  not  rejoicing  in  his  fpeed,  though  bold 

Far  off  and  fearlefs,  nor  with  caufe  to  boaft, 

Begins  his  dire  attempt,  which  nigh  the  birth       j$ 

Now  rolling  boils  in  his  tumultuous  breaft, 

And 

tendon  of  his  reader,    introduces  As  he  is  reprefented  in  that  fame 

his  relation  />f  Satan's  adventures  chapter  of  the  Revelation,  which 

upon  earth  by  wifhing  that  the  the  poet  is  ftttj  alluding  to.  For  the 

fame  warning  voice  had  been  ut-  accufcr  of  our  brethren  is  cafi  drum, 

ter'd  now  at  Satan's  firft  coming,  which  accufed  them  before  our  Gad 

that  St.  John,  who  in  a  vifion  faw  day  and  night  t  ver.  10. 
the  Jpocalyps  or  Revelation  of  the        13.  Yet  not  rejoicing  in  bis  freed,} 

moft  remarkable  events  which  were  Does  not  this  confirm  what  I  have 

to  befall  the  Chriftian  Church  to  obferved  of  ver.  741.  of  the  pre- 

the  end  of  the  world,  heard  when  ceding  book,  an4  prove  that  Mil- 

the  Dragon  (that  old  Serpent ,  called  ton  did  not  intend  by  it  to  attri- 

tbe  Devil  and  Satan)  was  put  to  fe-  butc  any  fportive  motion  to  Satan 

cond  rout.     Rev.  XII.  12.  Woe  to  fox  joy  that  he  waft  fo  near  kit 

the  inhabit ers  of  the  earth  and  of  the  journey's  end  ?  Whftr. 

Jea,  for  the  Devil  is  come  down  unto  No  more  than  II.  lot  1.   Bmt  glad 

jou,  having  great  wrath,  that  now  his  Jea  jfauld  find-  a  Jhre, 

jo. th'accufer  of  man- kind,]  and  III.  74a  fped  with  haf  d fuccefiy 

prove 
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And  like  k  devilifti  engin  back  recoils 

Upon  himfelf;  horrot  and  doubt  diftraA 

His  troubled  thoughts,  and  from  the  bottotti  fh> 

The  kell  within  hirii;  For  Withiii  him  Hell  20 

fie  brings,  and  round  abotit  him,  nor  from  Hell 

One  ftep  no  more  than  frt>m  hirtifelf  can  fty 

By  change  of  placfe :  xio^  cohfcitencfe  wakes  defpair 

That  fliiiiiber'd,  Wakfes  the  bitter  rtiehidry 

Of  what  he  Was,  whit  is,  ahd  what  hiuft  be       25 

Worfe;  of  worfe  deefcls  wotfe  fuffferings  mull  erifbe. 

Sometimes  towards  Eden,  xfrhich  ntiw  in  his  tiew 

Lay  pleafant,  his  griev'd  look  he  fixes  fad; 

Sometimes  tow'ards  freav'n  and  the  full-blazing  fun, 

Which  now  fat  high  in  His  fcrieridian  tower :    *       30 

Then 

Eye  the  contrary.      Satan  wtfs  muft  die.  we  may  keep  the  word 

I  far  off  and  fear  left,  and  as  he  memory  here,  and  prefer  it  to  hi* 

drew  nearer,  was  pleas'd  with  hotfd  theory.     Memory  is  reeo'rda/io,   or 

fixcefs ;  bat  now  he  is  come  to  earth  the  thinking  or  refle£Hng  upon  any 

to  bepk  bis  dire  attempt,  he  does  thing,  as  well  prefent  and  future 

not  rejoice  in  it,  his  heirt  mifgives  as  pail.                                   Pearee. 

him,  horror  and  doubt  diflraB  him.  Thus  Virgil  fays  of  his  bees,  that 

This  is  all  very  natural.  remembrin*    the  winter  coming    om 

24..             _^  the  memory  they  lay  by  provifions  in  the  fum- 

Of  mJbat  be  was*  what  is,  and  mer,  Georg.  IV.  156. 

what  muft  be]    Dr.  Bendey  rentur«qUe  hyemit  mtmores  *ftate 

reads  theory  wftead  of  memory:  be-  hborem 

c*ufe  he  does  not  underftand  what  Experiuntur,  et  In  medium  qu* 

V  the  memory  of  a  thing  prefent  or  rflta  rcponunt. 

fctnrc.    But  if  the  Doclor  will  al-  r 

low  that  it  is  fenfe  to  far  /tf«/jtPH?b  30.  —  meridian  tower:  J  At 

«r8p#T®*  *r9  or  remember  that  you  noon  the  fun  is  lifted  up  as  in  a 

B  b  4  tower. 
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Then  much  revolving,  thus  in  fighs  began. 

O  thou  that  with  furpaffing  glory  crown'd, 
Look'ft  from  thy  fole  dominion  like  the  God 
Of  this  new  world;  at  whofe  fight  all  the  ftars 
Hide  their  diminifh'd  heads;  to  thee  I  call,  35 

But  with  no  friendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name 

0  Sun,  to  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams, 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance  from  what  ftate 

1  fell,  how  gloriou9  once  above  thy  fphere; 

Till  pride  and  worfe  ambition  threw  me  down     40 

Warring  in  Heav'n  againft  HeavVs  matchlefs  king: 

Ah 

tower.    The  metaphor  is  ufed  by   from  whence  he  fell,  and  breaks 
Virgil  in  his  Culex,  ver.  41.  forth  into  a  fpeech  that  is  foftenM 

Igneus  sethereas  jam  fol  penetri-  ^J*****  J™1*"?  *»**»  of 

minora*.  remorfe  and  felf-accufation :  bat  at 

length  he  confirms  himfelf  in  im- 

Spenfer  in  his  admirable  tranflation  penitence,    and  in  his  defign    of 

or  that  poem  has   followed  him  drawing  Man  into  his  own  ftate  of 

ponduall/.  guilt  and  mifery.    This  conflid  of 

The  fiery  fun  was  mounted  now  PJ®01*  is  «**  ?>*  *  £**  &■! 

Up  to  the  heavVdy  tovtrs.  %P£?£  ^  J?t  "J  "ft 

F  7     Richardfon,    This  fp^w   I  think,  the  fineft 

that  is  afcribed  to  Satan  m  the 
52.  O  thou  Set.  ]    Satan  being   whole  poem.  AdM/bm. 

now  within  profpeft  of  Eden,  and  When  Milton  defign'd  to  hare 
looking  round  upon  the  glories  of  made  only  a  tragedy  of  the  Para, 
the  creation,  is  filled  with  fenti-  dife  Loft,  it  was  his  intendon  to 
ments  different  from  thofe  which  have  begun  it  with  die  firft  tea 
he  difcover'd  while  he  was  in  lines  of  the  following  fpeech. 
Hell.  The  place  infpires  him  with  which  he  fhow'd  to  his  nephew 
thoughts  more  adapted  to  it :  He  Edward  Philips  and  others,  as  Phi- 
reflects  upon  the  happy  condition  lips  informs  us  in  his  account  of 

the 
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Ah  wherefore!  he  deferv'd  no  fuch  return 
From  me,  whom  he  created  what  I  was 
In  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 
Upbraided  none;  nor  was  his  fervice  hard.  *t 

What  could  be  lefs  than  to  afford  him  praiie, 
The  eafieft  recompenfe,  and  pay  him  thanks, 
How  due!  yet  all  his  good  prov'd  ill  in  me, 
And  wrought  but  malice;  lifted  up  fo  high 
I  fdeind  fubjedtion,  and  thought  one  ftep  higher  gy 
Would  fet  me  hig'heft,  and  in  a  moment  quit 

The  debt  immcnfe  of  endlefs  gratitude, 

So 

the  life  of  his  uncle.  And  what  t  inordinate  dcfires  that  break  forth, 
noble  opening  of  a  play  would  into  the  moil  execrable  ads  to  ac- 
tios have  beeni  The  lines  were  complifh  their  haughty  defignsj 
certainly  too  good  to  be  roil,  and  which  makes  our  author  ltigmatjze 
the  author  has  done  well  to  em-  ambition  as  a  worfe  fin  than  pride, 
ploy  them  here,  they  could  not  Hunuu 
have  been  better  employed  any  Dr.  Bentley  reads  and  atrfd  ambi- 
where.  Satan  is  made  to  addrefs  ti<mt  becaufe  he  thinks  it  hard  to 
the  fun,  as  it  was  the  moft  confpi-  fay  whether  pride  or  ambition  i* 
cuous  part  of  the  creation;  and  worfe :  but  Milton  feems  to  meaa 
the  thought  is  very  natural  of  ad-  by  pride  the  vice  confider'd  in  itfelf, 
dreffing  it  like  the  God  of  this  and  only  as  it  is  the  temper  of  the 
world,  when  fo  many  of  the  Hea-  proud  man ;  and  by  ambition  the 
then  nations  have  worshipped  and  vice  that  carrytt  him  to  aim  at  be- 
adored  it  as  fuch.  ing  equal  with  God:  and  was  not 
40.  Till  pride  and  worfe  ambition]  this  vice  the  worft  of  the  two  ?  I 
Pride  is  a  kind  of  exceffive  and  vi-  obferve  that  Satan  always  lays  the 
cious  felf-eiteem,  that  raifes  men  blame  on  his  ambition,  as  in  ver. 
in  their  own  opinions  above  what  61  and  92.  Pearce. 
is  juft  and  right:  but  ambition  is  50.  / fdeind]  For difdain'd ;  ail 
that  which  adds  fuel  to  this  flame,  imitation  of  Um?  Italian  fdtgnan. 
and  claps  fpurs  to  thefe  furious  and  Hume. 

The 
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So  burdenfome  ftill  payihg,  ftill  to  owe, 

Forgetful  what  from  him  I  ftill  receiv'd, 

And  underftood  not  that  a  grateful  mind  $$ 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  ftill  pays,  at  once 

Indebted  and  difcharg'd;  what  burdfcn  then? 

O  had  his  pow'rful  deftiny  ordain'd 

Me  fome^  inferior  Angel,  I  had  ftood 

Then  happy;  no  unbounded  hope  had  rais'd        6* 

Ambition.    Yfet  why  not?  fome  other  Power     • 

As  great  might  have  afpir'd,  and  me  though  mean 

Drawn  to  his  part;  but  other  Pow'rs  as  great 

Fell  not,  but  ftand  unfhaken,  from  within 

Or  from  without,  to  all  temptations  arm'd,  6$ 

Hadft  thou  the  fame  free  will  and  pow'r  to  ftand? 

Thou  hadft :  whom  haft  thou  then  of  what  to'  accufe, 

But  Heaven's  free  love  dealt  equally  to  all  ? 

Be  then  his  love  accurs'd,  fince  love  or  hate, 

To 

The  fame  word  is  ufed  by  Spenfcr,  Gratiam  autefn  et  qui  retukrit,  ha- 

Fairy  Queen,  B.  5.  Cant  5.  St.  44.  bere,  et  qui  habtat,  retuliffe.  Bmley. 

and  other  places.  79.  O  then  at  loft  relent:]  There 

5$.  And underfimtd not]  This  verb  is  no  faah  to  be  foand  with  this 

is  to  be  conne&ed  with  the  other  reading,    but  I  am  fomctimes  in- 

verbs  in  ver.   50.    I  Jdchid  and  clhVd  to  think    that   the    author 

thought.                      *  might  hate  given  it 

55.         — —  a gratefid  mind  O  then  at  fell  repent : 

By  owing  owes  not,  iut  ftill  pays,]  becaofe  of  what  follows, 

Satan  here  has  anticipated  a  fen-  —  is  there  no  place 

tence*  afterwards  us'd  by  Ckero  >  Left  for  repentance* 

and 
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To  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe*  70 

Nay  curs'd  be  tfeou;  fince  againft  his  thy  will 

Chofe  freely  what  it  now  fo  juftly  rues* 

Mie  miferablc!  which  way  ihall  I  fly 

Infinite  wrath,  and  infinite  defpair? 

Which  way  I  fly  is  Hell;  myfelf  am  He  1J$  ye 

And  in  the  loweft  deep  a  lower  deep 

Still  threatning  to  devour  me  opens  wide, 

To  which  the  Hell  I  fuffer  feems  a  Heaven. 

0  then  at  laft  relent:  is  there  no  place 

Left  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left?  2o 

None  left  but  by  fubmiffion ;  and  that  word 

Difdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  fliame 

Among  the  Spirits  beneath,  whom  I  feduc'd 

With  other  promifes  and  other  vaunts 

Than  to  fubmit,  boafting  I  could  fubdue  8^ 

Th'  Omnipotent.     Ay  me,  they  little  know 

How 

and  again,  ver.  93.  Or  if  we  retain  the  word  relent,  we 

But  fay  I  could  repent,  Sec.  mav  fvmpofe  that  Satan  could  not 

.  .    .  .    , .       ,       ,  at  tfrft  bnng  himfdf  to  fay  repent, 

And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  k#  ^d  Acrcferc  makes  nfe  of  the 

bad  Shakefpear  m.his  though  fofcr  term  relent. 
Hamlet  Aft  III. 

Try,  what  repentance :  what  can       81.        — —  and that  <word 
it  not  ?  Dijaafn  forbids  me,}  Difdain  for- 

Yet  what  can  it,  when  one  cannot  bids  me  that  rrotdjibmijjhn.     ' 
repent?  Bentfey. 

112.  By 
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How  dearly  I  abide  that  boaft  fo  vain, 

Under  what  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 

While  they  adore  me  on  the  throne  of  Hell. 

With  diadem  and  fcepter  high  advanc'd,  9* 

The  lower  flill  I  fall,  only  fupreme 

In  miferyj  fuch  joy  ambition  finds. 

But  fay  I  could  repent  and  could  obtain 

By  a&  of  grace  my  former  ftate;  how  loon  94 

Would  highth  recall  high  thoughts,  how  foon  unlay 

What  feign'd  fubmiffion  fwore  ?  eafe  would  recant 

Vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  void. 

For  never  can  true  reconcilement  grow, 

Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierc'd  fo  deep: 

Which  would  but  lead  me  to  a  worfe  relapfe      100 

And  heavier  fall:  fo  Ihould  I  purchafe  dear 

Short  intermiffion  bought  with  double  fmart. 

This 

1 12.  By  thee,  and  more  than  half  to  his  diabolical  fentiment,  and  to 
perhaps  will  reign;  ]  This  mark  it  more  ftrongly  to  the  reader : 
paflage  has  occafion'd  much  per-  and  in  a  ihort  time  will  reign  per- 
plexity  and  confufion,  but  it  mav  haps  more  than  half,  in  tlus  new 
eafily  be  underftood  thus.  Evil  be  world  as  well  as  in  Hell;  as  Mam 
that  Pernod;  be  thou  all  my  de-  ere  long  and  tins  new  world  Jktt/I 
light,  all  my  happinefc  i  by  thee  1  know.  And  he  is  very  properly 
hold  at  leaft  di<vided  empire  with  made  to  conclude  his  fpeech  wkh 
HeavVs  hng  at  prefent,  I  ruling  in  this,  as  this  was  now  his  main  bu- 
Hell  as  God  in  Heaven:  by  thee  I  finefs  and  the  end  of  his  comi*g 
lay;  he  is  made  to  repeat  it  with   hither.  ^ 

emphafis,  to  add  the  greater  force 

\\±~-eack 
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This  knows  my  punifherj  therefore  as  far 
From  granting  he,  as  I  from  begging  peace: 
All  hope  excluded  thus,  behold  in  ftead  105 

Of  us  out-caft,  exil'd,  his  new  delight, 
Mankind  created,  and  for  him  this  world. 
So  farcwel  hope,  and  with  hope  farewel  fear, 
Farewel  remorfe :  all  good  to  me  is  loft ; 
Evil  be  thou  my  good  $  by  thee  at  Ieaft  1 1 3 

Divided  empire  with  Heav'n's  king  I  hold, 
By  thee,  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign; 
As  Man  ere  long,  and  this  new  world  fhall  know. 
.   Thus  while  he  fpake,  each  paffion  dimm'd  his  face 
Thrice  chang'd  with  pale,  ire,  envy,  and  defpair;  1 1£ 
Which  marr'd  his  borrow'd  vifage,  and  betray'd 
Him  counterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld. 
For  heav'nly  minds  from  fuch  diftempers  foul 

Are 

1 14. — each  pajjton  dimmed  bis  face  coropanied  with  a  pale  livid  coun- 

Thrice  changed with  pale,  ire,  envy,  tenancc.     It  is  remarkable  that  in 

and  defpair  \\  Each  paffion,  the  argument   to   this    book   we 

ire,   envy,    and  defpair,    dimm'd  read,  inftead  of  ire,  fear,  envy  and 

his  countenance  which  was  thrice  defpair;  and  as  fear  may  be  jufti- 

chang'd  with  pale  through  the  fuc-  fy'd  by  ver.  1 8.  horror  and  doubt 

ceflive  agitations   of  thefe  three  diflrafi,    and  other  places;  fo  k 

paUions.     For  that  palenefs  is  the  anger  warranted  by  ver.  9.  and  by 

proper  hue  of  envy  and  defpair  his  curling  God  and  himfelf,  and 

every  body  knows,  and  we  always  by  his  threatning  of  Man  in  the 

reckon  that  fort  of  anger  the  mod  clofc  of  his  fpeech. 
deadly  and  diabolical,  which  is  ac- 

126.—- 'f* 
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Are  ever  clear.    Whereof  he  foon  aware; 

Each  perturbation  fmooth'd  with  outward  calm, 

Artificer  of  fraud;  and  was  the  firft  i2i 

That  pradtic'd  felftiood  under  faintly*  (how, 

Deep  malice  to  conceal,  couch'd  wkh  revenge: 

Yet  not  enough  had  pra&ic'd  to  deceive 

Uriel  once  warn'd }  whofe  eye  purfoed  him  down 

The  way  he  went,  and  on  th*  Aflyrian  mount     126 

Saw  him  disfigur'd,  more  than  could  befall 

Spirit  of  happy  fort:  his  geftures  fierce 

He  mark'd  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alone, 

A6  he  fuppos'd,  all  unobferv'd,  unfeen.  13a 

So  on  he  feres,  and  to  the  border  comes 

Of  Eden,  where  delicious  Paradife, 

Now  nearer,  crowns  with  her  inclofure  green, 

As 

i  &6.  — —  on  tV  AJJyrian  mount  ]  &c]  Satan  is  now  come  to  the  bor- 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  Armenian  mount :  der  of  Eden,  where  he  has  a  nearer 

but  Niphates  is  by  Pliny  reckon'd  profpe&  of  Paradife,    which   die 

between  Armenia  and  Aflyria,  and  poet  reprefents  as  fi  mated  in1  a 

therefore  may  be  called  Aflyrian.  champain  country  upon  thetop^f 

It  is  plain  from  Milton's  account  of  a  fteep  hill,  called  the  Mount  of 

the  fituation  of  Eden,    ver.  210,  Paradife.     The  fides  of  this  hfll 

28  c,    that  Eden  was  in  Aflyriaj  were  overgrown  with  thickets  and' 

and  it  is  plain  from  comparing  III.  bufhes,   fo  as  not  to  be  paflkbte ; 

742.  with  IV.  27.  that  Niphates  and  over-head  above  thefe,  on"  the 

was  not  far  from  Eden;   fc>  that  fides  of  the  hill  likewife;  grew  the 

Milton  muft  have  plac'd  it  in  Afly-  loftieft  trees,  and  as  they  afcended 

ria,  at  leaft  on  the  borders  of  it.  in  ranks  (hade  above  (hade;  they 

Pearce.  formed  a  kind  of  natural  theatre, 

IW*  —  whtrt  delicious  Paradife,  the  rows  of 'trees  rifing  one  above* 

another 
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As  with  a  rural  mound,  the  champain  head 

Of  a  ftecp  witdernefs,  whpfe  hairy  fides  13  ^ 

With  thicket  overgrown,  grottefque  and  wild, 

Accgft  deny 'd  s  and  over  head  up  grew 

Infuperable  highth  of  loftieft  fhade, 

Cedar,  and  pine>  and  fir,  and  branching  palin, 

A  fylvan  fcene,  and*  as  the  ranks  afcend  jj  9 

Shade  abova  (bade,  a  woo^f  theatre 

Qf  ftatelieft  view.     Yet  higher  than  their  tops 

The  vwd'rqss' wall  of  ParacKfe  up  fprung: 

Whfch  to  our  general  fire  give  profped:  large 

IntQ  his  nether  empire  neigtib'ring  round.  14  r 

And  higher  than  that  wall  a  circling  row 

Qf  goodlicft  trees  loaden  with  faireft  fruit, 

^loflbms  and  fruits  at  once  of  golden  hue, 

Appeared, 

another  ia  the  fame  manner  as  the  fintft  fruit  trees ;  and  the  only  e*~ 

henches.in  the  theatres  and  places  trance  into  Paradife  was  a  gate  on 

Of  public    ihows    and  fpe&ades.  the  eaftern  fide.     This  account  in 

And  yet  higher  than  the  higbeft  of  profe  may- perhaps  help' the  reader 

thefc  trees  grew   up  the   verdu-  the  better  to  undcrfland  the  defcrip- 

rous  wall  of  Paradife,  a  green  in-  tion  in  verfe. 
dofarc  like  a  rural  mound,  like  a        140.  A fyfoan  fcene,]    So  Virgil, 

bank  fet  with  a  hedge,   but  this  MnA.  164, 

nrigbbquringcountry  below,  which  ^Pf^orrent.queamimnemw 

it  Wj&a&t!  as  the  whoh?  mmwt  umbra'     «<"" 

earth   was,  his  dominion*    V.    75  u  147.         ——with faireft  fruit, 

Bitf.aboye   this  hedge  or  green  Blojfoms  and fruits  at once  of gddm 

waJJ  grew,  a,  circling  row  of  tho,  hue,]  Dr.  Bcntley  read* fruits 
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Appeared,  with  gay  enamtl'd  colors  mix'd: 
On  which  the  fun  more  glad  imprefs'd  his  beams 
Than  in  fair  evening  cloud,  or  humid  bow,         151 
When  God  hath  fhow'rd  the  earth  j  fa  lovely  feem'd 
That  Iandfkip:  And  of  pure  now  purer  air 
Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  infpires 
Vernal  delight  and  joy,  able  to  drive  155 

All  fadncfs  but  defpair:  tow  gentle  gales 

Fanning 

inthcfirfl  vcrfc,  bcconfc/hnV/fol-  Th.BartefTCMdiYlummfairrveu- 
lows  in  the  next:  but  I  mould  ingckud. 
choofe  to  rtzAfndt  in  both  places ;  iy 2*  —  Jk  kvthfoeutd 
because  I  obferve  that  when  Mil-  that  land/Skip:  ]  And  now  if  we 
ton  ipeiks  of  what  is  hanging  on  compare  oar  poet's  topography  of 
the  trees,  he  calls  it  fruit  in  the  Paradifc  with  Homer's  description 
lingular  number  (when  gather'd,  of  Alcinous's  gardens,  or  with  that 
in  the  plural)  as  in  V.  3x1.  fruit  of  Calypfo's  (nady  grotto,  we  may 
uf  ail  loads.  See  alfo  VIII.  307.  without  affedation  affirm,  that  in 
and  IV.  422.  and  in  IV.  249.  he  half  the  number  of  verfes  that 
repeats  this  very  thought  again  they  confift  of,  our  author  has  out- 
turns, done  them.  But  to  make  a  corn- 
et. i_  r  *  .  t_  -im  •  l  parifon  more  obvious  to  moft  un- 
Otherswhofe/nri/bunulhdwith  Serfbndings,  read  the  defcriptkm 
goldennnd  lie.  <£  the  bvwer  of  blifi  by  a  poet  of 
andintheMafk  we  hare                our owk  nation  and  famousinhis 

tune;  but  ^iijmpar  congreflfus,  and 

To  fave  her  blofoms,  and  defend  rime  fetter'd  his  fancy.     Spenfer's 

her  fruit.        Piarce.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant.  1 2.  St.  42. 

&c.  Hume. 

We  may  add  another  inftancc  from   This  defcription  exceeds  any  thing 

the  Paradife  Loft,  VII.  324,  I  Cver  met  with  of  the  fame  kind, 

—- andfpread  '      but  thefIt*lia,»»  «  »y  opinion, 

Their  branches  hung  with  copious   *PP«>ach  thenearefttoour  fcuglilh 

fruit,  or  gemm'3  YFSxFt*  **™*"  "*}  &" 

Their  bUfkms  himfelf  the  trouble  to  read  over 

•*^  '  ArioftVs  picture  of  the  garden  of 

tjt.  Than  in  fair  evening  cloud,]   Paradife,  TanVs  garden  of  Ar- 

mida, 
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Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings  difpenfe 
Native  perfumes,  and  whifper  whence  they  ftole 
Thofe  balmy  fpoilsi     As  when  to  them  who  fail 
Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  are  paft       i6q 
Mozambic,  off  at  fea  north-eaft  winds  blow 
Sabean  odors  from  the  fpicy  fhore 
Of  Araby  the  bleflj  with  fuch  delay 
Well  pleas'd  they  flack  their  courfe,  and  many  a  league 

Chcar'd 

taiida,  and  lvjariraf  s  garden  of  Vt-  Tlie  two  ftrft  .of^hefe  lines  exprefii 

na»,  he  will,  I  think,  be  perfuaded  the   air's   ftealing   6f  the    native 

that  Milton  imitates  their  manner,  perfumes,  and  the  two  latter  that 

but  yet  that  the  copy  greatly  excels  vernal  delight  which  they  give  to 

the  originals.        Tfyer.  the  mind.     Befides  it  may  be  rur- 

..o  ^.j     l-a        l-  i  .«_  ther' obfeiVd  that  this  exprefEoh 

^T  ^  of  the  ™'9  ftcalinganddiferfing 

SrSSftS^fflS  inlUnce.nlyinonem^  . 

Night  at  the  beginning  Dolce  coufafion  di  millc  odori 

-likethefweetfouth  8W.   e 'nvola  volu*>  »"* 

^bceathe,  «pon  .bdeof  PktneidiManno  C,..fc  if. 

Stealing  and  giving  odor.  163.         <witbfiub  dtlay 

MJ-  Thycr  i,  ftUl  of  opinion,  A*  T^o^^Wotn^ 

Milton  rather  aDuded  to  the  fol-  trary  to  thofc  who  have  do*bled 

fowmg  hnes  of  Anofto  s  defchp-  ^  ^  e/  Gw  H      and        ^ 

ton  oT  Paradife,   where  fpeakmg  ^  m£d'ifcoMtfc^n  thc  caftem 

of  the  doh,  <*ra  he  fays  ^  of  Africa  near  the  continent> 

<  E  qaella  a  i  fiori,  a  i  pomi,  e  i  and  are  failing  forwards,  theymuft 

la  VCTOJra  ncceuarily  fiack  tbtir  eour/i ;   but 

Gliodordiverfidepredandogiva,  yet  they  are  well  enough  phas'd 

■  E  di  twti  facera  una  milbjra,  tmth  fucb  delay,   as  it  gives  them 

Che  di  foavita  a  Talma  notriva.  the  pleafure  of  fmelling  fuch  dell- 

Orl.  Fur.  C.  34.  St.  51.  cious  odors,    $a$e<m  «d«r$,    iron) 

Vol.  I.  Cc  '  Saba» 
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Chear'd  with  the  gfrtofttttoffllrfd'ObcJMi  fchites  : 
So  eritertain'd  thofe  ddorotis  fWfcrts  the  5*fe&a  *tf 6 
Who  came  their  bane,  thdiigh  tviththetafctitter  plfcas'd 
•Than  Afmodeus  with  the  flfhy  ftrtnfe 
That  drove  liim,  'though  enaftiodr'fl,  frdm  tht  :fptrafe 
Of  Tobit's  fon,  and  with  a  trehgeatate  fbrt  i^fr 
From  Media  poft  to  Egypt,  there  feft  bofand. 

t^to^'«fceitt<tf*htttfc^ 
ISatan  had  journey 'd  on,  penfive  and  flow; 
i$ut  further  wiy  fotind  none,  fo  thick  mt#ih'd, 
As ,  one  eodthtiitd  brake,  'theimdergrowth  17$ 

Of  fhrabs  indtanghttg'fcuihes  had  p**plcxUi 

All 

&ba,  a  dfy^d  tonnlty  6f  iAr*-  173.  $atani>adjo*rney%Jm,lcc*~\ 
bia  Felix  ilfttfy  ibe'^hft^fbt  tooft  1!fche  evil  Spurir  proceeds  to  jnstke 
fanflotw  for  tfnmkirifcenfc.  £rfgaei  his  difcoveries  concerning  our  tift 
ftrtbam  iJJfffptorMkm  olaiifliftii.  parents,,  and  to  learn  after  what 
Plin.  Nat.  Hjft.  L.  6.-C.  28.  and  ^mannerfthey  ntty be^tefrattackU 
-flrg.'  Georg.  I!/ 117.  Wis  ^uiidtog  Unter  file*  Wflb'of 

^MsdtthuieavixgaSabais.        Paradtf^  *±£!^^^ 
^  a  connoitat'i^ii'&e^feeralc, 

tGS.  77wi  Mmtdtux  with  &c.]   which  ftood  in  the -center  of  it  and 

Afmodeus  was  the  evil  SJtfr'it,  erta-    overtopped  all  the  other  trecantf 

mour'd  of  Sarah  flic  daughter  of  thcvgardcn;  "his  aUghfing  amopt 

'RagueV  whofc  feven  hrffbajids'ihe   the  herd  of  animals,  which^arelo 

deftmy'd;  but   after  *hat"flie  itras  ^eauufullv  represented  as  playljte 

married  to  the  fon  of  Tcfbit,  fhe   about  Adam  arid  TSire,    together 

was  driven  *wiv  by  the  fumes  of  ^Svffch'hlsr  traitfoMfftg  fckfafelf  ifco 

■  die  heart  and  liver  of  a  fifli;  the  different  (hapes,  in'Oltitr  to  hear 
nvhkbfmii  ^bi n  the  f^Jii spirit  Bid  their    tfraveffrtkm,  'tte  ^bcum* 

Jmt/ItJ,  fafitdintu  the ' uMoft  farts  ftances  thafOgtW  to^agt-iWfcfe  Ihr- 
*f  Egypt t  and  the  Axgd  bound  bh*.  prtfe'tothe  Peadavand  «re4te*ifcd 

'  See  die  hook  of  Tobk,  Chap.  Vf  II.  •  twtb^at«rtWc4tofca  that  feries 

of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


All  path  pf  rwafi  9r,te#4&*  pafs'd.lfat  yny; 
On*  gate  tbere.pnljr  wa$>  and  $#  Jopktf.caft 
On  th'  other  fide;  ^ich  ^vhen  jth'  atch-^elon^  w, 
Due  entrance  .fodjfdakCd,,  and  jn  SQnterpp^,       j  ftp 
At  one  fljgjjt  bpund  fcigjiorer  kaj>!d;4I  kouad 
Of  hill  or  JWgkeft  yajl,  and  ifceer  Awth|n 
lights  on  Jjis  .feat.    ,£s  wjjen  a  [prpwjiog  ,woJ£ 
Whom  hunger  driws  tp  iieek. new -haunter  prey, 
Watching  wJ>eixtfl^erd^^n,tfeeir^o^s.«tQ^  *g$ 
In  hurdled  *ptfis  a*pid.fte .field  Awe, 
$*aps  o'er  the  fence  with  eafe  into  the  fold: 
Ox.as a  thief  Jjent^oynhoijirtberafh 

Of 

,77.  *  »  r  ^  its?  •  ■^ib**-*  ***- 

fclnOw  coiue  to  jfche  afcent  of  the  ^Py*  aninjum,  #d  tppeafe  her 

%ffll  of4>ar4dae,  wU&i  wsfcmx-  f^nd'  .^j"  J?  woaM  have  aim  ea**d 

ttrown  with  thjqket   and    under-  ^  «".«*' for  what  Jie  kid  w$s 

'wood,  that  neither  man  apr  fceaft  ^Put.the^fir^^fe6t    So  £u- 

^cpyild  pafc  that  way.    %fa>tsf'\d  ^P       m  *on-  ,3*6- 

#*  o^,  that  would  iiveiflafs;d  ,«W*<  /^^  ^  f^jr.Uf  /*• 

that  way,    a  j-«unarkabje  ^anjjer  x*W*  i      ' 

would  have  feejn'd  if  anyone, hid  \fy.-Amtbm  a  fronting  <u*/ft 
been  there  to  .teye.feen  J^im.And  A  iw^is  often  the  Jubjea  of  a 
ttiie  like  .manner  pf  fte*Iwg .  we  fimile  in  Homer  and  Virgil,  but 
.may  observe i  in  j^e.beft  <4wc.au-  ,^e ?is .fxx^eM  > , a  ^w  Jjght, 
puirs,,&lfi  Y*f$,*ffin.  yi.  $67.        and  perhaps  never  fcrnjjh'd  out  a 

C  c  z  ftrongcr 
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468  PA  R  AD  I  S  Ef  L 0  S T,     Book IV. 

Of  fomc  rich  burgher,  whofe  fubftantial  cfofiffS, 
Crofs-barr'd  and  bolted  faft,  fear  no  aflauft,  19O 

In  at  the  window  climbs,  or  o'er  the  tiles  r 
So  clomb  this  firft  grand  thief  into  God's  fold; 
So  fince  into  his  church  lewd  hirelings  climb. 
Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  life, 
The  middle  tree  and  higheft  there  that  grew,      195 
Sat  like  a  cormorant;  yet  not  true  life 
Thereby  regain'd,  but  fat  devifing  death 

To  them  who  liv'd;  nor  on  the  virtue  thought 

Of 

ftronger  refemblance  ;  and  the  hint  195.  The  middle  tree  and  higbejl 
of  this  and  the  additional  fimile  of  there  that  grew,']  The  tree  of 

a  thief  (terns  to  have  been  taken  Mfe  alfo  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  garden, 
from  thofe  words  of  our  Saviour  Gen.  II.  9.  In  the  midfi  is  a  He* 
In  St.  John's  gofpel,  X.  1.  He  that  brew  phrafe,  expreffing  not  only 
entereth  not  by  the  door  into  tbejbzep-  the  local  fituation  of  this  inlivening 
fold,  but  climbeth  ufjbme  other  way,  tree,  but  denoting  its  excellency, 
the  feme  is  a  thief  end  a  robber.  as  being  the  mod  coniiderable,  the 

tailed,  goodlieft,  and  moft  lovely 

193.  —  lewd  hirelings]   The  tree    in    that    beauteoqs    garden 

word   lewd  was  formerly  under-  planted  by  God  himfelf:    So  Sco- 

*  ftood  in  a  larger  acceptation  than  tus,  Duran,  Valefius,  &c.  whom 
it  is  at  prefent,  and  fignifted  pro-  our  poet  follows,  affirming  it  the 
fane,  impious,  wicked,  vicious,  as  higheft  there  that  grew.    To  him  that 

"  well  as  wanton :  and  in  this  larger  wercometb  will  fgi<ve  to  eat  of  the 

fenfe  it  is  employ 'd  by  Milton  in  tree  of  life9  which  is  in  the  midfi  of 

.  the  other  places  where  he  ufcs  it,  the  Paradtfe  of  God,  Rev.  II.  7. 
as  well  as  here;  I.  490.  Hume. 

—  thanwhomaSpiritmorcAW-       *96- ^**<*f*™^'0  The 
^   ^^ trwa'   thought  of  Satan's  transformation 

•  and  VI.  182.  *nt0  a  cormorant,  and  placing  him- 

felf on  the  tree  of  life,  feems  raifed 

Yet  lewdly  dar'ft  our  miniftring  upon  that  paflage    in    the  Iliad, 

upbraid.  where  two  deities  are  defcribed,  as 

perching 
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Of  that  life-giving  plant,  but  only  us'd  j 

For  profpeft,  what  well  us'd  had  been  the  pledge 

Of  immortality.     So  little  knows  20! 

Any,  but  God  alone,  to  value  right 

The  good  before  him,  but  perverts  beft  things 

To  worft  abufe,  or  to  their  meaneft  ufe. 

Beneath  him  with  new  wonder  now  he  views     205 

To  all  delight  of  human  fenfe  exposed 

In  narrow  room  Nature's  whole  wealth,  yea  more,  . 

A  Heav'n  on  Earth:  for  blifsful  Paradife 

Of 


perching  on  the  top  of  an  oak  in 
the  fliapc  of  vulturs,  Addifon. 

The  poet  had  compared  Satan  to 
*  vukur  before,  III.  431.  and  here 
again  he  is  well  liken  d  to  a  cor- 
morant, which  being  a  very  vora* 
cious  fea-fowl,  is  a  proper  emblem 
of  this  deftroyer  of  mankind, 

196.  -— —  yet  not  true  Ufe  &c] 
The  poet  here  moralizes,  and  re- 
prehends Satan  for  making  no  bet- 
ter ufe  of  the  tree  of  lift.  He  fat 
upon  it,   but  did  not  thereby  re^ 

Sin  true  life  to  bimfelf,  but  fat 
vifing  death  to  others  who  were 
alive.  Neither  did  he  think  at  all 
pn  the  virtues  of  the  tree,  but  ufed 
it  only  for  the  convenience  of 
profpeft,  when  it  might  have  been 
ufed  fo  as  to  have  been  a  pledge 
of  immortality.  Arid  fa  he  per- 
verted the  bell  of  things  to  <worfl 
abufe,  by  fitting  upon  the  tree  of 
life  deyifing  death,  or  to  meaMtft 


ufe,  by  ufing  it  only  for  profpe£t,# 
when  he  might  have  applied  it  to* 
nobler  purpofes.  But  what  ufe 
then  would  our  author  have  had 
Satan  to  have  made  of  the  tree  of 
life  ?  Would  eating  of  it  have  aU 
ter'd  his  condition,  or  have  ren- 
dered him  more  immortal  than  he 
was  already  ?  What  other  ufe  then 
could  he  have  made  of  it,  unlefs 
he  had  taken  occafion  from  thence 
tQ  refle&  duly  on  life  and  immor- 
tality, and  thereby  had  put  himfelf 
in  a  condition  to  regain  true  life 
and  a  happy  immortality  ?  If  the 
poet  had  not  fome  fuch  meaning  as 
this,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what  is  the 
fenfe  of  the  pauage.  Mr.  Thyer 
thinks  that  the  V)tll  uCd  in  this 
pauage  relates  to  our  firft  parents, 
and  not  to  Satan :  but  I  conceive 
that  *well  uid  and  only  us'd  muft 
both  refer  to  the  fame  perfon ;  and 
what  ill  ufe  did  Qur  firft  parent*, 
C  c  3  make 
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Of  God  the  gbftlenr  was,  by  tmrif  iir  th'  call 

Of  Edeh  planted*  Eddn  ftrefcfe'd  hdr  line  art* 

From  Auran  caft  ward  to  thrf  *6yal  toweafc 

Of  great  Seleuci*,  btfift  %  <9tec&K  kifig*, 

Or  where  the  ft**  df  E<feA  I6ng  1Wf8*e 

Dwelt  in  TelSflaf :  m  &&ip#kktit<  foil 

H&fariH&ftf  pteafofit^d6S'O0d(#<3fa*i?d^        xr£ 

Out  of  the  fertil  gK«itt§  hd  aa#4  td  gtow 

All  trees  af  noMeft  kJAi  for  fight,  fateH>  taftej 

And 

xhate  of  the  tree  of  life?    They  fays  Chap.  XXXVII.   12.)  which 

did  not  ufe  it  ill  before  the  fall,  and  Telajar  or  Talatha  was  a  province 

after  the1  fall  they  were  hot  per-  and  acitf  ofth*  dOtfrHt  4£  Edtib 

£itgd  (to  afe  or  eat  <rf  it  at  alf.  placed  by  Ptotority  hi  BAffedi^ 

io£.   ttfGbdtblMtowto,  fy  trfdtrthe  ddtttntori  Aftanr  6f  TV 

jfefe  Mr  iWtctfi  g}fe  attd  EnfAntafc,    Set  Sir  ft&at 

tifEStdpbnniil  So  the  faered  Ne*wtbnf*  Cirrtirtui.  p.  *#.  So  flW 

ftrtt,  Geo.  II.  S.  dniihe  UrdQdd  dnr*  a^rihof^aeds  Bdeti,  Agreeably' 

//*&i^  <j  riftfe*  iAftiwArd  in  £tie^  to  the  sfccoarirt  tti  Scripitad,  fdlite* 

ihit  is  eaflward  of  th£  place  tvhere  where  in  MefoptitahW. 

Mofcs  writ  his  hiiWy,  fcitf  Milton  21 5.  Htsfyr  ihotl  fleifcSit £te%tW) 

taune,  (be 


firys  &  /&'  /*/  &f  Edim  and  then  In  the1  defcfj^fioir  of  Pa^adfc,  Ac 

we  hatfe  in  a  few  lines  our  auth6rY  pdet  has  ourcrvfetf  Artftfttie's  rift 

typography  of  Eden.     This  pro-  of  ftrVHhiftg  aB  (ht  errhanients  rf 

W  (in  which  the  rerreftnal  Pa-  tflftidti  6ft  the*  wdak  dn&fre  JttfU 

radife  Was  planted)  extended  from  of  the'  fable4,   wffleh  ire  ftdt  finv 

Am//  or   rlaran  or  Charran  or  p6fted  by  the  beauty  of  ftikhn^ija 

Charra*,   a  city    of   Mesopotamia  Uttd  cftaratfri.     Accordingly  th€ 

near  the*  -river  Euphrates,  extended,  reader  inay  bbferve*,  that  tfifc  e#* 

I  fay,  from  theme  eaftward  to  Si-  trfeflidfcs  are  More  florH  and  fela* 

kutia,    a  city    buitt   by   Seteucug  borate  to  thefc  deflations,  ttett 

one  of  the  fuccellbrs  of  Alexander  m  mo*  other  pafts  of  the  po^itt.  f 

the4  greal*   upon  the  mer  Tigris,  inaft  farther  add,    that   thd*  tH6 

Or  in  other  words,    this  province  dr&ittiiigs  of  ganlen4,  rivfcfs,  h&& 


wis  the  fame,  where  the  children    bows,  and  tHfe  Kite  dead  pieced  6f 
of  Eden  dwelt  in  Tcfajfitr  (ai  Ifaiah    tiitorfc,  *rc  judr/  tenfured  hi  an 


heroic 
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And  all  amjd  them  ftoo<J  the  tre*  of  life,  ■ ; 

High  eminent  Wpooawg  wfcfo/fal  fruit 
Of  vegetable  goldj  and  ne*t  to  Ufe,  **<* 

Our  death  the  tree,  of  kpcn&ledge  grew  fa#  hy, 
Knowledge  of  gpod  bought  dear  by  knowing  UU 
Southward  through.  EkftVWt  a  river  lar$e, 
Nor  chang'd  hU  courfc  but  ^ough  the  0^  bill 
PafsM  underneath  ingulf  d;  .fix  G<**  W  thrown 
That  mwntaia  a*  his  garden  mold.  bi$h  rais'd     2  2$ 

|«*  poem,  when they  ran  out   J^ft^tAddk  2 
into  an  unneceffary  length  ;the  de-   *«OT™*        wherein    fl^erd. 

jBk  JBi^tSfe  wS   their  thoughts  -  ahvap  P««* 

ferfwy Of  orn*nen«  on > thufeat  j.  ^  *».  _*  This  u 

*  &H2B&  rS5«5*  -oft  Foblbi;  the  riveted  bv 
WOUW  be  «Mj»»*rjf  °StX  the  junflion  of  the  Euphrates  ani 
MrttCttltf-     I  »•»*  *»°* JrL£T    Tigris  which  flows /W^-W,  and 

fSiftJ  fen&to>d  all.-  Upon  thb  river  «  If  gPfJJ^T 
wherein  tl*  ^7nwT~n*i11<i  their    the  beft  commentators  that  the  ter- 

SJSftSWP^  of  ac!  ton  calls  this  rWerT^.n  IX.  7, 
oon,  %1WIS»  fe&  ^WPSpel^  »  *«       c  c  +  ,s j.  Jnd 
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Upon  the  rapid  ourrcntj  which  through  veins 
Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirft  up  drawnx 
Rofe  a  frefh  fountain^  and  with  many  a  rill 
Watered  the  garden j  thence  united  fcH  230 

Down  the  fteep  gkde,  and  nirt  the  nether  flood* 
Which  ftoip  his  darkfbmfc  pafiage  now  appears^ 
And  now  divided  into  four  main  ftreams1 
Runs  diverfe,  wand'ting  many  a  famous  realm 
And  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account;     235 

But  rather  to  tell  how,  if  Art  could  tell, 

How 

*3£  4n,d  now  divided  into  four  poet  exprefles  ft  as  if  the  rivci* 
main  ft  reams,']  This  is  ground-  had  been  parted  into  four  other 
ed  upon  the  words  of  Mofes,  Gen.  rivers  below  the  garden ;  but  there 
II.  10.  And  a  river  went  out  of  is  no  being  certain  ofthefe  parti* 
Eden  to  water  the  garden,  and  from  culars,  and  Milton,  fenfible  of  the 
thence  it  was  parted,  and  became  in-  great  uncertainty  of  them,  wifely 
to  four  heads.  Now  the  moft  pro-  avoids  giving  any  farther  defcrip- 
J>ab!e  account  that  is  given  of  thefe  tion  of  the  countries  thro*  which 
four  ::.ers  we  conceive  to  be  thisi  the  rivers  ftW'd,  and  (ays  in  the 
The  11. ":t  that  water'd  the  garden*  general  that  no  account  needs  to 
of  Eden  was,  as  we  think,  the  be  given  of  them  here, 
river  in  med  by  the  junction  of  238.  Rolling  on  orient  pearl  ami 
Euphrates  and  Tigris ;  and  this  fandj  of  gold,]  Pa&olus,  Her* 
river  was  paned  iato  four  other  mus,  and  other  rivers  are  defcribed 
main /ire am ?  or  rivers;  two  above  by  the  poets  as  having  golden 
the  garden,  namely  Euphrates  and  fands  ;  but  the  description  is  made 
Tigris  before  they  are  join'd,  and  richer  here,  and  the  water  rolls  on 
two  below  the  garden,  namely  Eu-.  the  choiceft  pearls  as  well  as  fads 
phratts  and  ^Tigris  after  they  arc  of  gold;  So  in  III.  507.  we  have 
parted  again ;  for  Euphrates  and  orient  gems ;  fee  the  note  there.  We 
Tigris  they  were  Hill  called  by  the  have  Kkcwtfe  orient  pearl  in  Shake- 
Creeks  and  Romans,  though  in  foear,  Richard  III.  Alt  IV.  and  in 
tie  rime  of  Mofc  they  were  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  The  faith* 
named  Pifon  and  Gihon.     Our  ful  Shepherded  Aft  JUL   And  in 

the 
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How  from  that  iaphir  fount  the  crimed  brooks, 
Rolling  on  orient  pearl  and  fends  of  gold, 
With  raaay  error  under  pendent  {hades 
Raa  neftar,  vifitbg  each  plant,  and  fed  240 

Flow'rs,  -worthy*  of  Paradiffe,  which  not  nice  Art    * 
Jn  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon 
Pour'd  forth  profrfe  on  hill  and  dale  and  plain, 
Both  where  the  morning  fun  firft  warmly  fmote 
The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierc'd  (hade  24$ 
Jjpbrown'd  the  noontide  bow'rs ;  Thus  was  this  place 

A 

the  Fox  Mofca  aflcs  Corvinp,  who  of  to  defcribe  any  thing  fhaded. 

had  brought  a  rich  pearl  as  a  pre-  Thus  Boiardo  defcribing  a  fleet  of 

fent  to  old  Volpone ;  //  your  pearl  mips  going  to  put  to  fea.  Orl.  loam. 

97V*/,  Sir?  Ad  I.       "  Cant.  29. 

.  244.  Both  where  the  morning  fan  j>c  ic  fuc  vele  c  tanto  fpeflk  1'om- 

firft  warmly  fmote  bra 

The  ofen  field,]   this  is  a  man-  ^  fottQ  a       Ue  i|mate  fatu> 

ncr  of  exprefiion  unufual  m  our  ^rum 

language,  *and    plainly    borrow'd  m 

from  the  Italian  poets,  with  whom  So  alfo  Anofto  I  remember  upon  a 

it  is  very  common.  Ariofto  Orl.  Fur.  like  occafion, 

Cant.  8.  St.  ao,  — .  fotto  le  vele  il  m*x  Jimbrum. 

Pereote'A  fole  ardente^l  vicfo  cojle.  To  thefe  inftances  may  be  added 

Cant.  10.  St.  35.  fr°m  r&°  Gicr'  Lib-  c^-#i4- 

Percote.  U  fol  ncl  collq,  c  ft  rj-    ^'7°\         .      . 

tomb.        flyer.  Qumci  clla  in  ama  a  una  mon- 

tagna  afcende 
246.    hthrowtd    the    noontide      pifhabitata,    e  d1  ombre  ofcnra,   $ 
bomPrtt]  A  perfon  mult  be  bruna. 

acquainted  .with  the  Italian  lan- 
guage  to  difcern   the  force  and    In  like  manner  to  exprefs  the  ap- 
&n&  propriety  of  this  term.  It  is  a    proach  of  the  evening  they  fay  fa 
word  which  their  poets  make  ufe    Pimbrumr,  or  if  they  would  fay  it 

.grows 
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A  happy  mal  feat;  of  wiaufrvigv*}.    • 
-Groves  whofe  rkhtrqfls.v*e|£©ckw»9tg«m$  and  balm,' 
Others  whofe  frait  duhmOi' d  nw&  g$M«a  rinds 
Hung  amiable,  Hefperian  fables,  true,  ^5* 

If  ttue,  here  only',  a»d  of  deliciqws-  tafte ; 
Betwixt  tbesi  la.wns,  qf  level  dawns*  asd  Mtft  ' 
Grazing  the  twackje  fcqrbi,  wr*  inStifpot'd^. 

Or 

graafe  dnfky  of  groomy  -^—  //  ttfttpo    rhc  flrft  ana  men  proper  fenfe  oft 
tominua  ad mbrunirfi.     Thyer.  thje  word  fabvl<h  V  all  the  di£k>* 

2-48,  Grmes  tjjboft  rich  trees  Sic.  J  naries  inform  us,  is  fbmethmg 
there  were  groves  bearing  aroma-  commonly  talked  of,  whether  trua 
tics,  and  there  were  others  bear-  or  falfe:  and  if  Milton  us'd  the 
iag  fruit  foi  (uftenanc*.  The,  fot-  word  JkkU  (e,  here,  the.  fenfc  is, 
«ier  are  called  rich  tree*,  as  od+-  clear  of  the  otye&ion,  But  Aft 
ttwi  ^iuw  W  £*/«  carry  ufuajiy  a>  Doftor  wo^ld  rather  throw  out 
ftigher  price  than  fruit ;  and  they  the  words  Hefperian  apflu  (©*  fabhs\ 
are  faid  to  weep  gums  and  balm  by  /rar,  ]f  true*  ben  (mfc  b^cajufe 
ato^Mme^hor*#ttmiiftia*m  (fays  he)  jbe  Htjpgrias  qfp£x  are 
poetry :  as  Ovid  fays  of  the  myrrh-  renre/ented  by  the  pods  as  of  (olid 
tr##,  Me*.  X.  joo>.  gold,    far  from  beta;  jf  a\Hdm 

tofie.  This  objection  is  anfwer'4 
F/f/  tameau  et  tejid*  manaat;  ex   by  reading,  as  X  think  w«  ought  to 

arbore  gutta;,  ^  thewlirfe  lafiaas  thus, 

Eft  honor  et  lacrymis. 

Others,  whofe  fruit  burmuVdwkfe 
250.  — Hefperian  fables  true,  &c  J  geidn  riad 

^S^t/f^b^     Hu1,g.lniable,(HCfI^«*, 

any  where?     If  they  cannot,  I  *rae> 

wonder  how  the  Do&ar  in  his  e*-     If  true,  here  only)  and  of  defi- 

rion  of  Phaedrua,  futfet'd  Hm  fol-  cious  tafte.        Feqrce. 

lowing  paiiaga  to  fond  without  any    -  ,.     -.        w  -_.     . 

cenfure*  Mfa,  nnnea  as  XI.  11.    What  is 

faid  of  die  Hefperian  gawdta*  » 
Usuut  emendate,  fi  tamfft  pofflil*  tout  ben  oaty ;  if  all  is  not  port 
m     V<^P   „  invention,  this  gaadaa  was  meant : 

Vaia  fabella,  and  Moreover  tbcfc  fruits  have  a 

delicious 
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Or  palmy  Wltecj  or  the  flatfry  kp 
Of  fotoe  iroiguwr  taifey  fyfeui  her  ftc*ey  *# 

Flow'rs<jf  gfthtff,  aflcf  without  thorn  th*.  ttofir: 
Anothcf  &&6f  oartafgtiou*  grots  and  can** 
€?  cofll  aftfifsy  tfet  wfcidi  die  mantfing  rh» 
Lays  forth  h»  fttf^k  gtepe,  aad  gcatty  cmeps 
Lttifliriant;  mean  while  murm'ring  waters  fall    260 

Down 

delicious  tafte,    thofe  thefre  hid  /*»*/  <a*f  /^Aa  Owl.  Hi.  r& 

none.        Richard/on.  irid  front  hettte  dtc  general  cpi* 

-155.  —  irriguom  +aIUfi  West-  fiioti  has  prevailed  dm  then?  wer* 

water'd,  full  of  fprings  and  rills  :  flo  thorttt  brfoftf;  which  is  cnodgk 

If  is  tire  epithet  of  a*  garden  in  Ho-  fo  ju&fy  a  poet  in  faying  die  rotb 

race,  Sat.  II.  IV.  16.  wSs  without  thorn*  or  pridde*. 

Irriguo  nihil  eft  ektiesborto. 

/&**.         257*  ^^^herfidet  umbrageous  grot* 
and  caves]  Another  fioe  of 

i$6s  Fkm'rt  ofedi  b*t*dndmkk*  the  garden  wu  umbrageoa*  groto 
one  tier*  the  rofit:\  Dr.  Beat*  and  caves  ttV.  Or  on  Another  fide 
M^r  «4*a§  this  v^rle#  baeaofc  kt  were  fhady  ^rots  and  caves,  tjfe. 
thinks  it  a  /#»**  identity  in  th*  pott  the  praepofidotf  being  omitted  as  is 
to  fay  fbejkrwry  lap  — bread  not  unufiial  with  our  author.  Sea 
Jtotfrs:  But,  as  iidkifce  dbfcrves,  I.  282  and  72$.  On  tie  fide  were 
tho*  die  expreffioft  be"  ftot  very  groves  of  aromatics,  other*  of  fruity 
exa&,  it  is  not  to  bad  U  Dr.  Bern-  and  betwixt  then  lawns  or  downs, 
ley  reprefents  it;  for  the  cotlftruc-  On  amther  fide  were  ihady jrotto*i 
tion  and  fenfe  is,  fhefionury  lap  of  and  caves  of  cool  recefs.  Our  au- 
fm  +M}ftremd  her  fioro>  which  the*  indeed  has  not  mention'd  one 
§»H  tru  whit?  why  fiiwtn  of /A^fote^bm  without  that  he  oftet 
etfery  toht  of  hue.  Df.  Bentky  iftake*  ufe  of  the  expfleffon,  at 
dfcpfts  too  to  the  litter  part  of  the  9h% other  fide,  is  yon  may  fee  in  U, 
Vfrfa,  dud  without  thorn  the  ro/et  H*S,  70A.  IV.  9S5.  IX.  888.  as 
and  oatta  it  a  puerile  fancy.  But  Vfcgtt  ftaqnentry  fays  fo^zr*  «#*» 
fe  ffestiid  be  retttfiiber'd*  that  k  /*  Anther  fort,  though  he  has  not 
Wis  part  of  the  enrfe  denounced  faid  cxpMfly  Jar  ontpjrt  before,  «*it. 
riptfe  ifec  earth  for  Adam's  tranf-  L  474.  VIII.  68a.  IX,  511. 


gftfflM,  that  it  Omtohring/erti 


z6it^£J^ett%dt 

ed  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


tyt 


PARADISE  LOST.     BooklV. 


Down  the  Hope  hills,  dilpers'd,  or  in  a  lake, 
That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crowo'd 
Her  cryftal  mirror  holds,  unite  thj&ir  ftreams. 
The  birds  their  quire  apply  5  airs,  vernal  airs, 
Breathing  the  fmell  of  field  and  grove,  attune     265 
The  trembling  leaves,  while  univerial  Pan 

Knit 


«6r»  *  —  Afters  i,  or  in  a  lake,] 
The  waters  fall  difperfed,  or  unite 
their  ftreams  in  a  lake,  that  pre- 
sents her  clear  looking-glafs,  holds 
her  cryftal  mirror  to  the  fringed 
bank  crown'd  with  myrtle.  He 
makes  the  lake  we  may  obferve  a 
perfon,  and  a  critic  like  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  may  find  fault  with  it ;  but  it 
is  ufual  with  the  poets  to  perfoniry 
lakes  and  rivers,  as  Homer  does 
the  river  Scamander  and  Virgil 
the  Tiber;  and  Milton  himfelf 
makes  a  perfon  of  the  river  of 
blifs,  and  a  female  perfon  too,  III. 
059.  as  he  does  here  of  the  lake, 
Tliis  language  is  certainly  more 
poetical ;  and  I  fuppofe  he  thought 
Her  cryftal  mirror  founded  (moother 
and  better  than  Its  cryftal  mirror, 
or  even  His  cryftal  mirror. 

266.  —  while  uni*verjal  Pan  &c] 
While  univerfal  Nature  link'd  with 
the  graceful  feafons  dane'd  a  per- 
petual round,  and  throughout  the 
earth  yet  unpolluted  led  eternal 
fpring.  All  the  poets  favor  the 
opinion  of  the  world's  creation  in 
the  fpring.  Virg.  Georg.  II.  338. 

Ver  illud  erat,  ver  magnus  age- 
bat 


Orbis,  et  hibernis  parcebant  fla- 

tibus  Euri, 
Cum  primum  lucem  pecudes  hw* 

fere  6fc. 

Ov.  Met,  1. 107. 

Ver  erat  sternum,  placidique  te* 

pentibus  auris 
Mulcebant  Zephyri  natos  fine  fc- 

mine  flores. 

That  the  Graces  were  taken  for  the 
beautiful  feafons  in  which  all  thipgs 
feem  to  dance  and  finite  in  an  uni- 
verfal joy  is  plain  from  Horace, 
Od.IV.VII.  1. 

Diffugere  nives,  redeunt  jam  gra- 

mina  campis 

Gratia  cum  nymphis  geminifque 

fororibus  audep 
Ducere  nuda  choros, 

And  Homer  joins  both  the  Graces 
and  Hours  hand  in  hand  with  Har- 
mony, Youth,  and  Venus  in  his 
Hymn  to  Apollo.  Hume. 

The  Ancients  pcrfomVd  every 
thing.  Pan  is  nature,  the  Grow 
are  die  beautiful  feafons,  and  the 
Hours  are  the  time  requifite  for  the 
production  and  perfection  of  things, 
Milton  only  (ays  in  a  xnoft  poeticaj 
manner 
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Knit  with  the/Graces  and  the  Hoors  in  danoe 
Led  on  th' eternal  fpring.-    Not  that  fair  field 
Of  Enna,  where  Proferpin  gathering  flowetv  ■• 
Herfelf  a  fairer  flow'r  by  gloomy  Dis  zjo 

Was  gather'd,  which  coft  Ceres  all  that  pam 
To  fcek  her  through  the  world;  nor  that  fweet  grove 

Of 

manner  (as  Homer  in  his  Hymn  to  flepdame  Rhea's  eye,  thefttpdame 

Apollo  had  done  before  him)  that  of  Bacchus  and  wife  of  the  Li- 

now  all  nature  was  in  beauty,  and  byan  Jove  accbrding  to  feme  att- 

every   hour    produced    fomething  ihors,  particularly  Diodorus  Sicu- 

new,  without  any  change  for  the  lus,  Lit).  3.  and  Sir  Walter  Ra- 

worfe.         Richard/on.  leigh's  Hift.  B.  1 .  ch.  6.  fe£.  5.  tho* 

different  from  others ;   nor  mount 

268.  '—Not  that  fair  fold &c]  Amara,  where  the  kings  of  Abaf- 

Not  that  fair  field  of  Emta  in  Si-  Jtnia  or  Abyflinia  (a  kingdom  in 

cily,  celebrated  fo  much  by  Ovid  the  upper  Ethiopia)    keep    their 

and  Claudian  for  its  beauty,  from  children  guarded,  a  place  of  moft 

whence  Proferpin  was  carried  away  delightful  profpeffc  and  iituation, 

by  the  gloomy  God  of  Hell  Dis  or  inclos'd  with  alabafter  rocks,  which 

Pluto,  which  occaiion'd  her  mother  it   is    a,  day's  journey  to  afcend, 

Ceres  to  feek  her   all  the   world  fuppofed  by  fome  (tho'  fo  far  di- 

over;    nor   that  fweet  grove   of  ilant  from  the  true  Paradife)  to  be 

Daphne  near  Antioch,  the  capital  the  feat   of  Paradifc  under    the 

of  Syria,  feated  on  the  banks  of  Ethiopian  or  equinoctial  line  neat 

the  river  Orontes,    together   with  the  Springs  of  the  river  Nile :  Not 

the  Cafialian  fpring  there,    of  the  any  nor  all  of  thdfe  could  vy  with 

fame  name  with  that  in  Greece,  this  Paradife  of  Eden*   this   ex- 

and  extoird  for  its  prophetic  qua-  ceeded    all    that    hiftorians    have 

Ikies;  nor  the  iland  Nyfa,  incom-  written  or  poets  have  feign  d  of  the 

pafs'd    with    the   river  Triton  in  moft  beautiful  places  in  the  world. 

"  Africa,  where  Cham  or  Ham  thp  By  the  way  we  fhould  obferve  hb 

fon  of  Noah,  therefore  called ,oldt  ,jnanner  of   p renouncing  Proftrfia 

(who  firft  peopled  Egypt  and  Ly-  with  the  accent  upon  the  fecond 

bia,  and  among  the  Gentiles  goes  fyllable,   like  the  Latin,    and  as 

by  the  name  of  Amnion  or  Lybian  Spenfer  and   the  old  Englilh  au- 

^rave)  hid  his  miffrefs  Amaltbea  and  thors  pronounce  it,  Fairy  Queen, 

er  beautiful  fon  Bacchus  (there-  B.  I.  dant.  2.  St.  a, 
fore   called   Dionyfus)   from  his 

And 
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Of  Daphne  ty  ©rentes,  and«di,*Tpir*d 

Caftalian  fpring,  might  with ihis.Pefa&fe 

Of  Eden  ftrive  j  nor  -that  l%feian  iile  :iy$ 

Girt  with  the  river  Triton,  where  ddjCham, 

Whom  Oentiies  Ammon  coll  and  Lybjan  Jomc, 

Hid  Amahhea  and  *er  dofid  &>n 

Toung  Bacchus  from  his  ftepdame  Rhea's  eye; 

Nor  where  Abaffin  kings  their  Me  guard, ,        &ft» 

Mount  Amara,  Aough  Jthis  by  Xorae  Jfvjppqs^ 

•True  Paradife  under  <he  PtWqp  line 

By  Nilns!h«a4  inclos'.d  with  mining  rock, 

A  /whole  day's  journey  high,  J>ut- wide  r$mqte 

Er»m  this  Aflyrjan  girdep,  where  the  Fipnd      j$f 

Saw 

(Aadtfad  ft*fitrpjwr'»  wa*,  thcq»  ao4  .ttofc  «niotfc»s  <pf  cbvx,  4p 
>tcn*fcigjHi  whifrJtfiis  xqpttfwtql.     Tbfflp 

**  0»e,  as  ui  Q*q,  j*.dcMtai*i  fiti^oa.afr2# 

tfc^hlOiAi&Vl^fjPrpfti^ncQft-  jfows  by  4*e,  jtfle,of\a  fpjqtajty, 

ton  ^mo£sZL,  *ko«om-       *»'  e^h^0m^<^3^ 
jwehends  Mefop©*mia  tn  the  van-        /0    t«w#rf» 


ffheJefe^on^Adwi  aid  JBkc,   Xbie  jwddje  wfe  ,q^t  to  h*<e 
*t  thcgMw*  Hfi>WK<i  .to  Sateo,  ji  Jbtt^ptft  xhua,Ui  a  j>arewjirf»;,j*r 

make  the  Men.  Aogel  &a?c  yp*n  faun/4fe/^:^4W,vbMt  :ft9m  riflif 


than  with  all   that  alfoaiihrntnt  Jjavj^.y^  /q^*,jwtf,yfr#- 
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Saw  anddighMdJall  'delight*  ttttfciatf 

Of  living  ctetfttrts  *tew  fe  'fi$tt*iid  ftmyoe. 

Two  of  far  nobler  41^'eKSftfchAittuli     . 

Godlike  .tt<^  lw%i»twfe-liOfl«rM|«i 

Ta  naked  majefty  feem'd  lords  of  all;  290 

And  worthy  feem*&}  ,fa  m-th^rbacksJSivktc  ,  " 

"Phe  image  of  their  glorious^Mak»4bonv  -  ■-.  --• 

Truth,  wifdom,  fan5titude.iesei«.)andsFiittj, 

'(Severe  hut  in  itrue  filial 'freedom  plac'd) 

Whence  true  atfthof ity  in  mssn  4hpugh"batfi     295 

iNttttequal,  *6'tbmr  fex  not  equal  feem'd  ; 

For  tartten^fation^  and  valor  form'd, 

^refoftnsfe.&eaad  fvweat  attractive  <grtce, 

He 

j^Jta^e^tfto^^that  i«-iri£l  Act  than  a  Year  of  the*  Deity. 
Jninefsr  wMch  due  qwJiiics  tkat  ^Fimii>tanixwe'4ny4ee)t2at  .Jfcr. 
^fee'towagiftratea  ttm*m*h*ity9  xBeaatepfcad :ta> ^umriemtrealhii<a9 
«tat  ^perMUtfhtiity  futoah  th*y  charige/«jwin)foe:j^,vt*feainto 
qMywaoowtoyetthave  Legal  ^wi-  yfrw*,  and  to  throw  out  the  fecond 
thority.  This  is  Milton's  jatan-  verfe  entirely.  'Pearee.  * 
tjag :  ramd-fbr ^tdtptekuag  -the  fvord  297 .  Fat  contemplation  be  und  vm* 
ttteftftt,  lie  irtfeets  a  ^wiSfe  to  »&d*y  -  Ju^Jmtid, 

xamt  riie  *d»  rant  toom  (inch  >a  ¥^fiwfoJUmifmm *#&&** 
kwtottmle  wdieliaefe  as -is  n^W  ;£**«!*]  The  tcotifm.f eatktr 

feidaafau,  bu**ftch.a*4*/)&MW**  \mey  -rfrieafe  to^hfcrve  wptm  iWe 
iptatfitekloM',  attoding*onh*fctfp-  two  charming  lines,  bewctawm- 
aft^fexfmfifciB,  *whi<m  toprtfetot  bers  are  varied,  and  how  artfully 
<£tftd  ^Dhniians  <as  frn  nod  *as-«toe  *h*  tn4^\ar e^phfsad  in-eaqh<y#rfe, 
2L*|of  «Qajd:  *n^hieh  fouada-  •fo^lht^Wne^wy.ftlli|ii»ft<hi»a, 
>'5on  ear  Kibedience.  rffrom  tfaanbe  ^n4  yet  fall  u^qq  ihem  difittcafy. 
Vfcr'ftuiftiwuie  Mtfcs)a»ra>>ar«A  a«d  The  author  might  have  avanJHrth 
.-D^flavifh  one  5  a  reverence  ra-    exa&ly  the  fame  tone,  DUjt  every 

ear 
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He  for  God  only,  fixe  for  God  iribit» :; 

His  fairjarge.frctot and  eye  fubtirpe  dfdar'd        #*# 

Abfolute  rule;  and  hyaciothin  locks  ■ 

Round  from  his  partod  fordbck  am^ly-huag 

Cluftring, 

Ou\ii  tiU  ko\jl&U  txtJuHitf  dot* 
Get  Oconto      Odyff.  VI.  aji. 


ear  mud  judge  this  alteration  to  be 
much  for  the  worfc. 

For  valor  he  and  contemplation 

form'd, 
For  foftnefe  ihe  and'&eet  attract 

tive  grace. 

2<#.  He/or  God  onfytJhe  for  God 
in  kin*:]  The  author  gave 
it  thus,  fays  Dn  Bentley, 

He  for  God  only,  (he  for.God  and 
him* 

The  oppofidQn  demonstrates  this, 
and  ver.  440,  Eve  fpcaks  to  Adam, 

O  thou^r  <whm 

And  from  whom  I  was  form'd  — * 

.Dr.  Pearce  approves  this  reading  bf 
Dr*  Bentley,  and  to  the  proof  which 
lie  brings,  adds  X.  1 50. 

——  made  of  thee 

And  for  thee. 

And  indeed,  tho'  fome  have  ende- 
■  vor\l  to  juftify  the  common  read- 
ing, yet  this  is  fo  niuch  better,  that 
we  cannot  but  wUh  it  was  admitted 
into  the  text. 

361.——  byacintbin  locks]  Thus 
Minerva  in  Homer  gives  Ulyfles 
hyackthin  locks  to  make  him  more 
beautiful, 


Back  from  his  brows  a  length  of 

hair  tinfoils, 
His  byacinthin  locks  defcend  in 

Wavy  curls.        Broome. 

Euftathks  interprets*  hytcintiuB 
locks  by  black  locks,  and  Suida* 
by  very  daric  Twownj  and  Mtttti 
in  ljke  manner  means  brown  or 
black  locks*  dlftinguifhing  Adaa& 
hair  from  Eve's  in  the  color  as  weQ 
as  in  other  particulars.  It  is  pro- 
bable the  hyacinth  among  the  An- 
cients might  be  of  a  dancer  color 
than  it  is  among  us* 

303.  Cin/Hmg^  His  hair  hug 
duftringy  or  like  bunches  of  grapes, 
asher't  was  like  the  young  {hoots 
or  tendrils  of  the  vine .  They  an 
oppos'd,  you.  fee,  the  one  to  the 
other. 

301.——  hie  /boulders  hrosd:] 
Broad  {boulders  are  always  antgn'd 
to  the  ancient  heroes  1  in  Homer 
they  have  tvftat  */k**,  ia  Virgil 
latos  bumem.  But  I  wonder  that 
Milton  has  given  no  indication 
that  Adam  had  a  beard;  not  die 
leaft  down  or  bioflbm  on  his  chin, 
the  firft  acceft  to  manhood;  which 
the  Greek  and  Latin  poets  dwell 
on,  as  the  principal  part  of  manly 
beauty: 
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CJufbing,  bat  not  beneath  his  flioulders  broad : 
She  as  a  veil  down  to  the  Sender  wafte 
Her  unadorned  golden  trefles  wore  305 

Dsflievel'd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  wav'd 


beauty:  and  our  Spcnfer,  B.  2. 
Cant  12.  St.  79,  and  B.  3.  Cant.  5. 
St.  29.  BentUj. 

His  beard  is  a  particular  that  the 
poet  could  not  have  forgot,  but  I 
iuppofe  he  purpofely  omitted  it, 
fcecaafe  Raphael  and  the  principal 
painters  always  reprefent  him  with- 
out one;  I  believe  no  one  remem- 
bers ever  to  have  feen  a  good  print 
or  paure  of  him  with  one,  and 
Milton  frequently  retches  his  ideas 
from  the  works  of  die  greateft 
matters  in  painting. 

$04.  Ski  ns  a  iter/  dktflr  to  tht 
fiendernmifte 

Her  unadorned pMtn  trtfts  ice.  ] 
In  like  manner  Marino  paints  his 
Venus.  Adon.  Cant.  S.  St.  47. 

Qnde  a  guua  d'un  vel  dorato,  e 

foko 
Celando  il  bianco  fen  \A  l'onde 

loro 
In  mille  mmutimmi  rufcelH 
Dal  capo  fcaturir  gU  aurei  ca- 

pelli. 

The  rx>et  has,  I  think,  mowed 
great  judgment  and  delicacy  in 
avoiding  In  this  place  the  entring 
into  a  arcumftantial  defcription  of 
Eve's  beauty.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
a  very  tempting  occafion  of  giving 
an  indulgent  foofe  to  his  fancy; 
fince  the  moft  lavifh  imagination 
Vol..  I. 


As 

Could  not  poffibly  carry  too  high 
the  charms  of  Woman,  as  me  firft 
came  out  of  the  hands  of  her  hea- 
venly Maker.  But  as  a  pi&ure  of 
this  kind  would  have  been  too 
light  and  gay  for  the  graver  turn 
of  Milton's  plan,  he  has  very  art- 
~  "y  mentioned  the  charms  of  her 
ion  in  general  terms  only,  and 
&edthe  reader's  attention  more 
particularly  to  the  beauty  of  her 
mind.  Moft  great  poets  have  la* 
bor'd  in  a  particular  manner  the 
delineation  of  their  Beauties  (Ari- 
ofto's  Aldna,  Taftb's  Armida,  and 
Spenfer's  BeJpbcebe)  and  'tis  very 
probaUe  that  the  portrait  of  Eve 
would  have  rival'd  them  all,  if  the 
chaAe  corre&nefs  of  our  author's 
Mufe  had  not*  reftrain'd  him. 

Tfyer. 

305.  —  g0ldm  treffes]  This  fort 
of  hair  was  moft  acunir'd  and  ce- 
lebrated by  the  Ancients*  I  fup- 
Efe  as  it  ufually  betokens  a  fairer 
n  and  finer  complexion.  It  would 
be  almoft  endlefs  to  quote  parages 
to  this  purpefe  in  praife  of  HeTeit 
and  the  other  famous  beauties  of 
antiquity,  Venus  herfeif,  the  God^ 
defs  of  beauty,  is  defcribed  of  this 
color  and  complexion;  and  there- 
fore is  ftiled  golden  Venus,  %pvff* 
Kp&frrn  by  Homer,  and  Venue 
aurea  by  Virgil.    As  Milton  had 

I>d  tht 
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A  9  the  vine  cork  her  tendrils,  which  imply  *d 

Subjection,  but  requir'd  with  gentle  fwajr* 

And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  beft  receiv'd, 

Yielded  with  coy  fubmiffion,  modeft  pridp,         310 

And  fweet  relu&ant  amorous  delay. 

Nor  thofe  myfterious  parts  were  then  conceal'd, 

Then  was  npt  guilty  fhame,  difhoneft  fhame 

Of  nature's  works,  honor  dishonorable^ 

Sin-bred,  how  have  ye  troubled  aU  mankind       315 

Wkh 


the  tafte  of  the  Ancients  in  other 
things,  &  likewife  in  this  particu- 
lar. He  uuft  certainly  have  pre- 
ferred this  10  all  other  colors,  or 
lie  would  sever  have  beilow'd  it 
upon  Eve,  whom  he  defign'd  as  a 
pattern  of  beauty  to  all  her  daugh- 
ters. And  poffibly  he  might  at  the 
lame  time  intend  a  compliment  ta 
his  wife;  for  I  remember  to  have 
heard  from  a  gentleman  who  had 
fcen  his  widow  in  Chelhire,  that 
fhe  had  hair  of  this  color.  It  is 
the  more  probable,  that  he  intend- 
ed a  compliment  to  his  wife  in  the 
drawing  of  Eve ;  as  it  is  certain* 
that  he  drew  the  portrait  of  Adam 
not  without  regard  to  his  own  per- 
fon,  of  which  he  had  no  mean 
opinion. 

307.  ■  which  imply' d 

SntyetJion,]  The  poet  manifcfily 
alludes  to  St.  Paul's  firft  EpifUe  to 
the  Corinthians,  Chap.  XL  Doth 
not  even  nature  itftlf  teach  yon  (fays 
the  Apoflle)  that  if  a  man  have 


hng  hair,  it  is  a  fincme  wet*  him? 
And  therefore  Milton  gives  Adam 
locks,  that  hunt  dstftring%  but  mt 
beneath  his  Jhoulders  broad.  Sea  if 
a  'woman  hive  hng  hair  (continues 
the  Apoflle)  it  it  a  glory  t*  her,  for 
her  hair  it  given  her  fir  m  coveriot 
or  veil  as  it  is  reader'd  in  the  mar- 
gin :  and  therefore  our  author  gim 
Eve  very  long  hair,  Jbe  wore  her 
golden  triffet  as  a  veil  down  to  the 
Jlender  <wafle.  And  this  long  hair 
the  Apoftxe  conuders  as  an  argu- 
ment and  token  of  her  fubje&ioo, 
a  covering,  a  veil,  in  fign  that  fce 
is  under  me  power  of  her  hufband ; 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  die  poet 
fays  that  it  imflfd  Jkfa&hn:  inch 
excellent  ufe  doth  he  make  of  the 
facred  Writings.  The  poet  adds 
that  this  fubjectioo  was  reqaird  by 
him  with  gentle  fway,  and  yielded 
h  her ■,  but  it  was  heft  receWd  by 
Mm%  when  yielded  with  ctyfubmf- 
fim,  modeft  pride,  and  fweet  rem* 
tant  amorous  delay,  which  is  ex* 
prefs'd 
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With  fhows  iaftead,  mere  (hows  of  feeming  purc^ 

And  bani(hfd  from  man's  life  his  happieft  life, 

Simplicity  and  fpotlefs  innocence! 

So  pafs'd  they  naked  on,  near  flronn'd  the  fight 

Of  God  or  Angel,  for  they  thought  no  ill :        32a 

So  hand  in  hand  they  pafs'd,  the  lovelieft  pair 

That  erer  fince  m  love's  embraces  met; 

Adam  the  goodlieft  man  of  men  fince  born 

His  fons,  the  faired  of  her  daughters  Eve, 

Under 


prc&'d  with  more  elegance  than 
that  admir'd  ptflage  in  Horace, 
which  no  doubt  Milton  had  in  his 
thoughts,  Od.ILXU.26. 

—  facili  faeviria  negat 
Qqb  pofcente  magis  gaudeat  eripi, 
Interdum  rapere  occupat. 

314.  —  honor  di/honorable,]  He 
alludes  to  i  Cor.  Xlf.  23.  And  theft 
numbers  of  the  bodf  muhicb  <we  think 
to  hi  lift  honorable,  ufon  theft  *ve 
btftvw  more  abundant  honor.  But  the 
honor  paid  to  thofe  parts  is  really 
a  dishonor,  a  token  or  our  fall,  and 
an  indication  of  our  guilt.  Inno- 
cent nature  made  no  fuch  difHnc- 
tjon.  Sin-bred,  bonv  have  je  trou- 
bled Uz.  Should  we  not  read, 

Sin-bred,  how  have  ym  troubled— 

for  what  is  he  peaking  to  befides 
Shame? 

323.  Adam  the  goodlieft  man  of 

men  &c]   Thefe  two  lines 

are  cenfur'd  by  Mr.  Addifon,  and 


are  totally  rejected  by  Dr.  Bentley, 
as  implying  that  Adam  was  one  of 
his  fons,  and  Eve  one  of  her  daugh- 
ters :  but  this  manner  of  expreffion 
is  borrow'd  from  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, in  which  we  find  fometimea 
the  faperlative  degree  ufed  inftead 
of  this  comparative.  The  mean- 
ing therefore  is,  that  Adam  was  a 
goodlier  man  than  any  of  his  fons, 
and  Eve  fairer  than  her  daughters* 
So  Achilles  is  faid  to  have  been 
«)tv^t»p«TctT©-  «tAA»r  Iliad. I.  505. 
that  is  more  (hort-liv'd  than  others. 
So  Nireus  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
handfomeft  of  the  other  Grecians^ 
Iliad.  II.  673. 

— —U  z*  AA/S-©-  Anrp  1/V0  iKm 

»A0f, 

Ten  a K*w  Actrtfer-  — 

And  the  fame  manner  of  fpeakiag 
has  pafs'd  from  the  Greeks  to  the 
Latins.  So  a  freed  woman  is  calTd 
in  Horace,  Sat.  1. 1.  100.  fortiffima 
Tjndaridarum,  not  that  fhe  was  one 
D.da  <tf 
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Under  a  toft  of  fhade  that  on  a  green  325 

Stood  whifp'ring  fbft,  by  a  frefli  fountain  fide 
They  fat  them  down  3  and  after  no  more  toil 
Of  their  fweet  gard'ning  labor  than  fuffie'd 
To  recommend  cool  Zephyr,  and  made  cafe 
More  cafy,  wholfome  thirft  and  appetite  339 

More  grateful,  to  their  fupper  fruits  they  fell, 
Nectarin  fruits  which  the  compliant  boughs 
Yielded  them,  fide-long  as  they  fat  recline 
On  the  foft  downy  bank  damaik'd  with  flowers: 
The  fstfory  pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind       335 
Still  as  they  thirfted  fcoop  the  brimming  ftrcam; 
Nor  gentle  purpofe,  nor  indearing  (miles 

Wanted, 

ef  the  Tyndarid*,  bat  more  brave  B.  t.  Cut.  a.  St  30. 

than  any  of  them.     And  as  Dr.  Faif  feem,      fc^^  ttA  w 

Pearce  obferves,  fo  Diana  u  faid  otker  m'^ 

by  one  of  the  poets  to  bare  been  Wlth  goodly /aether*  as  they 

tomilumfukhcrrtma,  not  one  other  $*      Tiftr. 

own  companions,  bat  more  hand-  *          ^^ 

fome  than  any  of  them.    And  I  345.  —  tV  umxntti)  tbfbmt  ] 


believe  a  man  would  not  be  cor-  Mind  the  accent  of  tmwuUfhithe 

re&ed  for  writing  falfe  Engliih,  firft  fyllable.     The  author  knew 

who  fltould  lay  tbt  m»ft  Itanui  »f  the  common  pronunciation  to  be  in 

mil  tiers  inSead  of  mtrt  Uarntd  the  fecond,  as  VII.  41 1.  IPtdUw 

tbaa  ail  others.  ing  nmtiitldf.    But  with  great  art 

337.  JV^wrf/jf/i^.S*.]  This  pabJffi^ai3viS  he1™^ 
«Ub  from  Wer,  Fairy  Queen,  £e%crfe  Welf  unJiU,,  that  the 
B.  3.  Cant.  8.  St.  14.  wader  might  fed  it  „  weu  „  m. 

'  He'ganmake{<s/£/»?g£t»hU  derftandit.       itntltj. 
dame. 

347.  H5 
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Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance  as  befeems 
Fair  couple,  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  league, 
Alone  as  they.  About  them  fiiiking  play'd         34* 
All  beads  of  th'  earth,  fince  wild,  and  of  all  chafe 
In  wood  or  wUdernefs,  foreft  or  den* 
Sporting  the  lion  ramp'd,  and  in  his  paw 
Dandled  the  kid}  bears,  tigers,  ounces,  pardfc, 
Gambol'd  before  them  5  th- unwieldy  elephant    34; 
To  make  them  mirth  usM  all  his  might,  and  wreath'd 
His  lithe  probofcis;  clofe  the  ferpent  fly 
Insinuating,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 
His  breaded  train,  and  of  his  fatal  guile 
Gave  proof  unheeded}  others  on  the  graft  3^0 

Couch'd, 

947.   His  tithe  frohofcis;  ]   His  dy  could  ontjr,  but  Alexander  cut 

Umber  trunk,  fo  pliant  and  ufeful  h  with  his  fword.  Hit  breaded  train, 

to  him,  that  Cicero  calls  it  ekpban-  his  plaited  twifted  tail.  And  rf  bit 
tmmmmnmh  the  elephants  hand,     fated  guile   gave  free/  unheeded  % 

Hume.  That  intricate  form  into  which  he 
put  himfelf  was  a  fort  of  fymbot 

'  34S.  Infinuating,  wmx  with  Gcr-  or  type  of  his  fraud,  tho%  not  then 

Man  twine  regarded.        Hume  and  Richard/on* 

1  His  headed traintkc*\hjmuatin%%  We  may  obferve  that  the  poet  is 

wrapping,  or  rolling  up,  and  as  it  larger  in  the  defcrlption  of  the  fer- 

were  inioibming  himfelf.    Virgil  pent,   than  of  any  of  the  other 
frequently  ufes  tne  words  finuofu*  animals,  and  very  judicioufly,  as  ho 

4nd  fomare  to  exprefs  the  winding  is  afterwards  made  the  inftrument 

motions  of  this  animal.  WithGer-  of  to  much  mifchief ;  and  at  tho 

dian   fiwiue,    with  many  intricate  fame  time  an  intimation  is  given  rf 

turnings  and  twiftings,  like  the  fa-  bis  fatal  guile,  to  prepare  the  reader 

mout  Gordian  knot,  which  no  bo^  for  what  follows. 

Ddj  351.  Couch' J± 
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Couch'd,  and  now  filTd  with  pafture  g*a»g  fit, 
Or  bedward  roininatbig}  for  the  fun 
Declin'd  Was  hailing  now  with  prone  carreer 
To  th*  ocean  iles,  and  in  th'afbending  fcale 
Of  Heav'n  the  flare  that  uiher  evening  rofc :       3  $$ 
When  Satan  toll  in  gaze,  as  firft  he  flood, 
Scarce  thus  at  length  firil'd  fpeech  recovered  fid. 
-   O  Hell!  what  do  mine  eyes  with  grief  behold! 
Into  our  room  of  blifi  thus  high  advane'd 
Creatures  of  other  mold,  eaith4>orn  perhaps,     360 

Not 

351.  OnuVd, ]  Let  the  wader  mi  again,  ,tw«  *c& 
ebferve    how    artfully  the    wonl 

imclfd  is  placed,  ib  as  to  make  the  ~~  n*r«*  A  9"f  r  ***  *i/i« 

found  expreffive  of  the  fenie,  kfY& 

—  others  on  the  graft 
Couch'd.  ■  .  And  in  federal  other  places. 

Such  a  reft  upon  the  firft  fyUabJc  of  A?<*  *•  Rngiifh  reader  may  fee  fi- 
the  verfe  is  not  very  common*  but  bh1*t  inftances  in  oar  Engufh  Ho- 
is very  beautiful  when  it  is  fo  ac-  »«•  Pope'*  Homer,  B.  16.  ver. 
commodated  to  the  fenfe.    The  445- 

beauty  of  the  likt t  kind  m  theft  dalhing  fpokfs  ^ 

y^esofHomer,Iliad.I.5,.  ShocOTiRe  madding  **, 

At/r*p  «^«r*  cu/To/r/  J3t a®-  i^i-  break  ifcort  their  yokes. 

+*Z£2L  *£"'  And  in  the  Temple  of  Fame,  m 

and  Iliad.  V.  146.  Amj>^  there  the  loud  creating 

S*  <*a.f  *{jlqp  l  nct>cs  **Pm  l 

UKn?'  And  it  is  obfervable  that  this  paufc 
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Nat  Spirit*,  y$t  to  hc^v'uly  Spirits  bright 
Little  inferior 3  whom  tpf  thoughts  purfue 
With  wonder,  and  couki  iov«,  to  lively  fhines 
In  them  diitfne  refcmblaocc,  and  fuch  grace 
The  hand  that  form'd  th*m  on  their  ihape  hath  poorU 
Ah  gentle  pair,  >ye  little  think  how  nigh  366 

Your  change  approaches,  when  all  thefe  delights 
Will  vanifli  and  deliver  ye  to  woef 
More  woe,  the  more  your  tfcfte  is  now  of  joy* 
Happy,  but  for  fb  happy  ill  fecur'd  370 

Long 


it  ufually  made  upon  die  verb,  to 
mark  die  a&ion  more  ftroagly  to 
the  reader. 

352.  Or  btdwstd  ruminating ;] 
Chewing  the  cud  before  they  go  to 
reft.        Hum*. 

354. Tn  *V  «m»  Ues,\  The  Hands 
in  the  weftern  ocean ;  for  that  the 
Con  fet  in  the  fee,  and  xofe  out  of 
h  again,  was  an  ancient  poetic  no- 
tion, and  is  become  part  of  die 
phraseology  of  poetry.  And  in 
th'mf tenting  fcale  0/  Hemfn,  The 
haumct  of  Heaven  or  Libra  is  one 
of  the  twelve  figns,  and  when  the 
fun  ss  in  that  fign,  as  he  is  at  the 
autumnal  equinox,  the  days  and 
nights  are  equal,  as  if  weighed  in 
a  balance: 

Idhra  diei  fomnique  pares  ubi  fe- 
cerit  horas: 

Virg.  Georg.  I.  so8. 


and  from  hence  our  author  feenit 
to  have  Iwrow'd  his  metaphor  of 
the  fcales  of  Heaven,  weighing 
night  and  day,  the  one  afcending 
as  the  other  finks. 

.  357.  Scare*  this  mf  length  fmPd 
[fetch  recovered  fad.]  Tho* 
Satan  came  in  qucft  of  Adam  and 
Eve,  yet  he  is  ftruck  with  fuch 
aftcmUhment  at  the  fight  of  them* 
that  it  is  a  long  time  before  ho 
can  recover  his  fpeech,  and  break 
Forth  into  this  (obloquy :  and  at 
die  fame  time  this  dumb  admira- 
tion of  Satan  gives  the  poet  the 
better  opportunity  of  inlarging  his 
de&rijftion  of  them.  This  is  very 
beautiful. 

362.  Little  inferior;]  For  this 
there  is  the  authority  of  Scripture. 
The*  baft  made  km  a  tittler  Unorr 
than  the  Angels,  PfeL  VIII.  5.  Hen. 
II.  7. 

D  d  4  359,  Vet 
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Long  to  cbntknie,  and  this  high  feat  yevr  Hcatm 

111  fenc'd  for  Heav'n  to  k«p  out  fuch  a  foe 

As  now  is  enter'd*  yet  no  purposed  £00 

To  you,  whom  I  could  pity  thus  forlorn; 

Though  I  unpiticd :  League  with  yw  I  feek,     375 

And  mutual  amity  fo  {trait,  fo  clofo, 

That  I  with  you  muft  dwell,  or  you  with  me 

Henceforth  *  my  dwelling  haply  may  not  pleafe* 

Like  this  lair  Paradife,  your  fenfe,  yet  iuch 

Accept  your  Maker's  work;  he  gave  it  igeA        $8q 

Which  I  as  freely  give;  Hell  (hall  unfold. 

To  entertain  you  two,  her  widcft  gates, 

And  fend  forth  all  her  kingsj  there  will  be  room* 

Not  like  theft  narrow  limits,  to  receive 

Your  numerous  ofspring;  if  no  better  plafie,       38$ 

Thank  him  who  puts  me  loath  to  this  revenge 

On  you  who  wrong  me  not  for  him  who  wrong'd. 

An* 

*8g.  — jm*  fubHe  nafmJMft,  Ac.)  J95.  Tbenfrom  hit  hfytomd  m 

Public  reafon  comfits  me,  and  that  that  bigb  tree  &c]  The  tree 

public  reafon  it  honor  and  empire  tf  life,  higher  than  the  reft,  whero 

inland   with   revenge,  by  con*  he  had  been  perching  all  this  while 

quering  this  new  world.    And  thus  from  ver.  196.    And  then  for  the 

Satan  is  made  to  plead  public  rt*fim  transformations  which  follow,  what 

jmfi,  and  neeeJRty  to  excyfe  bis  de~  changes  in  Ovid's  Metamorphofis 

wjyb  deeds  j  tie  tyrants  }Ua,  as  the  are  fo  natural,  and  yet  fo  forprifing 

poet  calls  it,  probably  with  a  view  as  thefc  ?    He  is  well  liken'd  to 

to  his  own  times,  and  particularly  the  fierceft  beads,  the  lion  and  the 

to  the  plea  for  ibip-money.  tiger,  and  Adam  and  Eve  in  thei^ 

native 
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And  fliould  I  at  your  hannlcfe  innocence 

Melt,  as  I  do,  yet  public  tttfim  jttft* 

Honor  and  empire  with  revenge  mlai^'d,  .  .      390 

By  conqu'ring  this  new  world,  compels  xne  now 

To  do  what  dfe  though  damn'd  I  fhould  abhor* 

So  fpake  the  Fiend,  and  with  neeeflity, 
The  tyrant's  plea,  cxeus'd  his  deviUih  deeds* 
Then  from  his  lofty  Hand  on  that  high  tree       39^ 
Down  he  alights  among  the  fportful  herd 
Of  thofe  four-footed  kinds,  himfelf  now  one, 
Now  other,  as  their  (hape  ferv'd  beft  his  end 
Nearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  tinefpy'd 
To  mark  what  of  their  ftate  he  more  might  learn  40a 
By  word  or  action  marked:  about  them  round 
A  lion  now  he  ftalks  with  fiery  glare; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  who  by  chance  hath  fpy'd 
In  fome  purlieu  two  gentle  fawns  at  play, 

Strait 

native  ismeceac*   to  two  gentle  did  not  dp  it  for  want  of  attention, 
fawn**  ""d  th*t  it' was  not  merely  the  ef- 

fect of  his  Mindnefi.    See  lnftanccs 
400.  T§  mark  what  §f  their  fate  of  it  m  my  note  on  III.  147.  and 
be  mere  might  harm  we  have  toother  following  here* 

fy  yoord  er  a&iem  marked ',•]  Thof   vcr.  405. 
the  poet  nfes  mark  and  mark  V  too, 

yet  (uch  repetition*  of  the  fame     Strait  cwche*  dofe,  then  rifing 
word  are  common  with  him ;  fo  changes  oft 

tommgn  that  we  may  fuppofe  he     His  tmbaut  watch.     Pearct. 

41a  Turn'* 
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Strait  couches  ctofe^  itfcteri  rifii%:dauigci  06       '405 

His  couchant  watch,  as  one  who  chafe  h&  ground* 

Whence  rafting  he  might  fureftfeife  item  both 

Grip'd  in  each  paw:  when  Adam  firft  of  men 

To  firft  6f  women  Eve  thus  movfiag^peec^ 

Turn'd  him  aU  ear  to  hear  neW  utterance  flow.  410 

Sole  partner,  and  fole  part,  of  all  thefe  joys, 

Dearer  thyfelf  than  all;  needs  rauft  the  Power 

That  made  us,  and  for  us  this  ample  world, 

Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 

As  liberal  and  free  as  infinite;  41  $ 

That  rais'd  us  from  the  duft  and  plac'd  us  hett 

In  all  this  happinefs,  who  at  his  hand 

Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  perform 

Ought 

410.  Turn  d  bit*  alt  tat  te.]    A     Site  p*Yt*er,  itxJ  fob  }Jtt>  gf  Jt 
pretty  expreffion  borrowed  from  the  thefe  jtyst 

x_,    '  So  the  parage  ought  to  be  read 

ToMm  te  cuplas,  Fabulk,  nafum.   (i  tWnfc)  ^a,  »  comina  ,£(„  ^ . 

Baulej.  and  ^  j^  ^gnjfi^  tam^g.    The 

So  in  the  Mafk,  J  was  all  tar.  feme  It,  among  all  thefe  joys  Thos 

JUchardibn.  alone  art  my  partner,  and  (what  is 

411.  Stle  porta*,  &e.  ]  The  more)  Thou  *lone  an  part  of  me, 
foeeche*  of  thefe  two  firft Covers  Min  vcr-  4»7- 

%  equally  ^« jaffion  and  fin-  p^  ef  ffi    fou,  j  f<?ek  ^  tod 

cemy.   The  profenionsdiey  make  thee  clime 

t.  one  another  are  fbU  of  warmth,  M   other  half- 
but  at  the  fame  time  founded  upon 

truth.  In  a  word  they  are  the  gal-  Of  In  Mikon  frequently  ngmftes 

hntries  rf  Paradife.      Addifon.  omng.     The  wmc  of  obfcrving 

this 
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Ought  whereof  he  hath  need,  be  who  requires 

From  us  no  other  ferric*  than  to  keep  420 

This  one,  this  eafy  charge,  of  all  the.  tree!  . 

In  Paradife  that  T>ear  delicious  Fruit 

So  various,  not  to  taffe  that  only  tree 

Of  knowledge,  planted  by  the  tree  of  life$ 

So  near  grows  death  to  lift,  whatever  death  is,  42$ 

Some  dreadful  thing  no  doubt;  for  well  thou  know'ft 

God  hath  pronounc'd  it  death  to  tafte  that  tree, 

The  only  fign  of  our  obedience  left 

Among  fo  many  figns  of  pow'r  and -rule 

Conferr'dupoans,  and  dominion  given  430 

Ov*r  all  other  creatures  that  poflefs 

Earth,  air,  and  fea.  Then  let  us  not  think  hard 

One 

fbU  made  Dr.  Bemley  read  heft  thou  eateft  thereof  thou  fiatt  furefy 

fmrt  h*  file  fort,  thinking  tkexfiU  Me.     And  ia  like  manner  when 

f#rt  is  a  contraction)  and  fo  it  it  Adam  (ays  afterwards 

m  he  ndttiajaW  "here,  to  be  _  AftdnUH  give* 

1^1     ^         ^  <>*"  ^  other  crtotJ*  that  t&fi. 

421.  Tbh  o*t,   tine  eofi  charge*  J 

arc.l  It  was  very  nataralTor  Adtei  it  is  taken  from  the  divine  comrnif- 

to  oifcottrfe  of  this,  and  this  was  fion*  ftta*  I.  28*  \Ha*ue  dominion 

what  Satan  wanted  more  partita-  &ver  the fijb  of the  fta*  andvuerth* 

lady  to  learns  and  it  is  exprcfs'd  fvwl  of  the  atr%  and  over  every  /w- 

from  God's  command,   Gen.  II.  ing  thing  that  movetb  ufon  the  earth. 

r6,  17.  Of  *vtpy  tree  of  the  garden  Thefa  things  are  fo  evident,  that  it 

them  majeft  /reefy  eat  j  hut  of  the  tree  is  almoft  fuperiluous  to  mention 

of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  them.     If  we  uke  notice  of  them, 

fittt  not  eat  ofitj  fir  in  the  day  that  it  is  that  every  reader  may  be  fen- 

fible 
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One  cafy  prohibition,  \frho  enjoy 
Free  leave  fo  large  to  all  things  elfe,  and  choice 
Unlimited  of  manifold  delights :  43  5 

But  let  us  ever  praife  him,  and  extol 
His  bounty,  following  our  delightful  taflc 
To  prune  thefe  growing  plants,  and  tend  thefc  flowers, 
Which  were  it  toilfome,  yet  with  thee  were  fweet. 
To  whom  thus  Eve  reply *d.  O  thou  for  \vhom440 
And  from  whom  I  was  fbnn'd  fleflx  of  thy  fldhf 
And  without  whom  am  to  no  end,  my  guide 
And  head,  what  thou  haft,  fiud  is  juft  and  right 
For  we  to  him  indeed  all  praifes  owe, 
And  daily  thanks;  I  chiefly  who  enjoy  44; 

So 

fibfe  fcow  much  of  Scripture  our  found  it  very  difficult  to  hare  filed 
author  hath  wrought  imto  this  di-  thefe  tender  parts  of  the  poem  with 
Tine  poem.  fenriments  proper  for  a  ttate  of  ia- 

Hq.Tfat  fry  lift  rmtmhtr,  Sec.)  nocence;  to  have  deforced  the 
The  remaining  part  of  Eve's  fpeech,  warmth  of  love  and  die  proreftoo* 
in  which  fhe  gives  an  account  of  of  it  without  artifice  or  hyperbole* 
herfelf  upon  her  firft  creation,  and  to  have  made  the  man  Sneak  tho 
the  manner  in  which  flie  was  moft  indearing  things  wituout  de* 
brought  to  Adam,  is  I  think  as  (bending  from  his  natural  dignity, 
beautiful  a  paffage  as  any  in  Mil-  and  the  woman  receiving  them, 
ton,  or  perhaps  in  any  qthcr  poet  without  departing  from  the  mo- 
whatfoever.  Thefe  pafiages  are  all  defty  of  her  character ;  in  a  word, 
work'd  off  wkh  fo  much  art,  that  to  adjuft  the  prerogatives  of  wif- 
they  are  capable  of  pleating  the  dom  and  beauty,  and  make  each 
moft  delicate  reader  without  of-  appear  to  the  other  in  its  proper 
fending  the  moft  fevers.  A  poet  force  arid  lovclinefs.  This  mutual 
of  lew  judgment  and  invention  fubordination  of  the  two  fexes  is 
than  this  great  author  would  have   wonderfully  kept  up  in  the  whole 

poo* 
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So  far  the  happier  lot,  enjoying  thee 
Preeminent  by  fo  much  odds,  while  thou 
Like  confort  to  thyfelf  canft  no  where  find. 
That  day  I  oft  remember,  when  from  flccp 
I  firft  awak'd,  and  found  myfelf  repos'd  450 

Under  a  (hade  on  flow'rs,  much  wond'ring  \7here 
And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought,  and  how* 

Not  diftant  far  from  thence  a  murm'ring  found 

* 

Of  waters  iffued  from  a  cave,  and  fpread 
Into  a  liquid  plain,  then  flood  unmov'd  45$ 

Pure  as  th'expanfe  of  Heav'n;  I  thither  went 
With  unexperiene'd  thought,  and  laid  me  down 
On  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 

Smooth 

poem,  as  particularly  in  this  (jpeech  As  new  wak'd  from  fimndeft 

of  Eve,  and  the  lines  following  it.  fleep,  (ft* 

The  poet  adds,   that  the  Devil  If  we  compare  his  account  of  him- 

turned  away  at  the  fight  of  fomnch  (elf  upon  his  creation  with  this 

happinefi.                         AMJtn.  here  jpven  by  Eve,  the  beauty  and 

n*t  itn  l$ft  rtmemier,  From  this  propriety  of  each  will  appear  to 

as  well  as  (everal  other  paflages  greater  advantage. 

in  the  poem  k  appears,   that  the  451.  Under  m  Jbaii  on  jhxors,] 

Cct  fuppofes  Adam  and  Eve  to  The  firft  edition  has  nmitr  m  Jbnd* 
ve  been  created,  and  to  have  en  /hmtrh  the  iecond  mwdtr  ajbadt 
lived  many  days  in  Paradife  be-  rf  Jkvfn  \  and  the  fuhfeqnent  edi- 
fore  the  fall.  See  IV.  639*  680,  turns  vary  in  like  manner,  feme 
712.  V.31.&C  exhibiting  m  JUwrt*  others  tf 
450.  1  firft  a*waA%]  As  death  is  Jhw'w  but  repos'd  #»  /mu *rs  un- 
often  compared  to  Jkef,  fo  our  der  a  fhade  foens  to  be  much  bet- 
coming  into  life  may  well  be  ter  than  *JhUt  tfjlnufrt. 
liken'd  to  waking :  And  Adam  458.  — -  /#  Ink  into  tb*  cltsr 
fpeaks  in  the  feme  figure,  VHL  $mp$b4*kt,\  fc  has  been  afted, 
»53.  farcaftically 
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Smooth  lake,  that  to  me  feem'd  another  fky# 
As  I  bent  down  to  look,  juft  oppofit  46a 

A  fhape  within  the  watry  gleam  appear'd, 
Bending  to  look  on  me:  I  ftarted  back, 
It  ftarted  baekj  but  pleas'd  I  foon  returnM, 
Pleas'd  it  returned  as  foon  with  anfw'ring  looks 
Of  fympathy  and  love:  there  I  had  fixM  46 j 

Mine  eyes  till  now,  and  pin*  d  yriih  vain  defire, 
Had  not  a  voice  thus  warn'd  me,  What  thou  feeft, 
What  there  thou  feeft,  fair  Creature,  is  thyfelf; 
With  thee  it  came  and  goes:  but  follow  me, 
And  I  will  bring  thee  where  no  fhadow  flays      470 
Thy  coming,  and  thy  foft  embraces,  he 
Whofc  image  thou  art;  him  thou  fhalt  enjoy 
Infeparabiy  thine,  to  him  fhak  bear 

Multitudes 

fercafiically  caoadi,(Spcdator,Vol.  flie  had  feen  no  other  human  crea- 
5.  NQ  325.)  wheotr  fome  moral  is  ture,  is  much  more  probable  and 
not  couch'd  under  this  place,  when  natural,  a*  well  ad  more  delicate 
the  poet  lets  ns  know,  that  the  firft  and  beautiful,  than  the  famous 
woman  immediately  after  her  crea-  flory  of  Narcnlbs  in  Ovid,  from 
tion  ran  to  a  looking- glafs,  and  whom  our  author  manireftry  tbok 
became  fi>  enamoured  of  her  own  the  hint,  and  has  exprefly  imitated 
face*  that  file  had  never  removed  feme  pafla^es,  but  has  avoided  afl 
to  view  any  of  the  other  works  of  his  puerilities  without  lofing  any  of 
nature,  had  not  Jhe  been  led  off  his  beauties,  as  the  reader  may 
so  a  nun.  However  that  be,  this  eafily  obferve  by  comparing  both 
account  that  Eve  gives  of  her  com-  together,  Met.  III.  457. 
ing  to  a  lake,  and  there  falling  in  Spem  mihi  neicioquam  volta  pn> 
love  with  her  awa  image*  when  inittb  amico: 

Cumaoe 
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Multitudes  like  thyfelf,  and  thence  be  call'd 

Mather  of  human  race.    What  could  I  do,       475 

But  follow  ftrait,  invifibly  thus  led  ? 

Till  I  efpy'd  thee,  feir  indeed  wd  tall, 

Under  a  platan;  yet  methought  lefs  fair, 

Lefs  winning  foft,  lefs  amiably  mild, 

Than  that  finooth  watry  image:  back  I  tura'dj  480 

Thou  following  cry'dft  aloud,  Return  fair  Eve, 

Whom  fly* ft  thou  ?  whom  thou  fly'ft,  of  him  thou  art, 

His  flefh,  his  bonej  to  give  thee  be'ing  I  lent 

Out  of  my  fide  to  thee,  aeare&my  heart 

Subftantial  life,  to  have  thee  by  my  fide  485 

Henceforth  an  individual  folace  dear; 

Part  of  my  foul  I  feek  thee,  and  thee  clame 

My  other  half:  with  that  thy  gentle  hand 

Seis'd 

Cumque  ego  porrexi  tibi  brachia,  its  leaves,  U\etrv<y  Greek,  broad ; 

ponigb  ultro :  a  tree  ufeful  and  delightful  for  ic$ 

Cum  rifi,  arrides :  lacryraas  quo-  extraordinary  fhade,  Virg.  Georg. 

que  faepc  notavi  IV.  146. 

Me  facrymante  tuas.  — ■*  Jainque  miniftmtem/^*a*jBpo* 

Ma  rcpercufe,  quam  cerois,  ima-  tantibus  umbram.    Burnt. 

gink  umbra  eft:  483.  His  fitjb,  bis  too*;]   The 

Nil  habetiftafiii:  tecum  venitque  Scripture  cxprefion;  bom  rf  my. 

manetque;  bones  and fiejb  of my  fitfie,  Gen.  II. 

Tecum  dilcedet,  fi  tu  difcedere  23.  as  afterwards  when  he  calls  her 

poffis.  Part  of  myfiul  —  my  other  half,  it 

478.  Under  a  platan-)  The  plane   »  from  tforac* 
tree  fo  named  from  the  breadth  of    Jnim*  dumdum  me*.  Od.  I.  III.  8. 

49  i* 
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Sei&'d  mine  j  I  yielded,  and  from  that  time  fee 
How  beauty  is  excelled  by  manly  grace  4^0 

And  wifdom,  which  alone  is  truly  fair- 
So  (pake  our  general  mother,  and  with  eyes 
Of  conjugal  attnuffcion  unreprov'd, 
And  meek  furrender,  half  embracing  lcan'd 
On  our  firft  father*  half  her  fwelling  breaft        495 
Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gold 
Of  her  loofe  trefles  hid :  he  in  delight 


492.  Sefiake  eur  general  tmeber, 

and  nmtb  eyes 
Of cmnu&J attraSfim  mnrefrov% 
&c!j  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen, 
B.  z.  Cant.  7.  ot.  16. 

But  with  glad  thanks  and  mre- 
frvoed  truth. 

What  a  charming  pifture  of  love 
and  innocence  has  the  poet  given 
os  in  this  paragraph !  There  is  the 
greatcft  warmth  of  afieftion,  and 
yet  the  moft  exa&  delicacy  and 
decorum.  One  would  have  thought 
that  a  fcene  of  this  nature  could 
not  with  an^  confiftency  have  been 
introduced  into  a  divine  poem,  and 
yet  our  author  has  fo  nicely  and 
judkioufly  cover'd  the  foft  defcrip- 
tion  with  the  veil  of  modefty,  that 
the  pureft  and  chafteft  mind  can 
find  no  room  for  offenfe.  The 
meek  furrender  and  the  balf-embrace- 
nunt  are  cjrcnmftances  inimitable. 
An  Italian's  imagination  would 
have  hurried  him  the  length  of 


Both 

ten  or  a  dozen  ftanzas  upon  this 
occafion,  and  with  its  luxuriant 
wildneis  changed  Adam  and  Eve 
into  a  Venus  and  Adonis.  TJpc* 
49^.        ■    -  embracing]^  Mm 


fometimes  fpells  the  word  1 
after  the  French  embrafler,  mad 
fometimes  smbrute  after  the  Italian 
imbrocdare\  but  the  former  hat 
now  prevailed  univerfally. 

499.  —  as  Jupiter  kc  J  As 
the  Heaven  (miles  upon  the  air, 
when  it  makes  the  clouds  and  every 
thing  fruitful  in  the  fpring.  This 
feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  die 
allegory ;  for  Jupiter  is  commonly 
taken  for  the  Heaven  or  aether, 
and  Juno  for  the  air,  tho*  feme  im-  . 
dermoid  by  them  the  air  and  earth. 
However  that  be,  the  congrefs  of 
Jupiter  and  Juno  was  accounted 
the  great  caufe  of  fruitfolneis. 
Homer  in  the  fourteenth  book  of 
the  Iliad  inlarges  much  upon  the 
ftory  of  their  loves,  more  than 
enough  to  give  occafion  to  this 
fimiie, 
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Both  of  her  beauty  and  fobmiffive  charms 

Sodil'd  with  foperior  love,  as  Jupiter 

On  Junp  fmiles,  when  he  impregna  die  clouds     50* 

That  died  May  flow'rs;  and  prefs'd  her  matron  lip 

With  kiflespure:  afide  the  Devil  turn'd 

For  envy,  ytet  with  jealdus  leer  malign 

E/d  them  afkande,  and  to  hinbfelf  thus  plaiii'd. 

Sight  hateful,  fight  tormenting !  thill  thefc  two  505 
Impafadis'd  in  one  another's  arms, 

*Tho 

finite,  and  defcHbei  the  eanh  pat*  lflce  tint  tint  006  in  the  Ffalms  of 

ting  forth  her  faired  flowers  as  the  the    clouds   draping  fiuntfs,    Pfal. 

immediate  eflfe&  of  them.     And  LXXV.  ii.andfc is m&Mafjfiufri 

Virgjl  likewife  in  defcribing  the  to  fignify  that  this  is  done  in  the 
fpring  employs  the  feme  kmd  of  fpring,  as  Virfcil  describes  it.  And 

images,  and  represents  Jupiter  ope-  then  follows  and  prtfid  her  matron, 

tt&ag  upon  his   fpoufe   ibr   thtf  tip,  where  the  conftru&ion  is  Adam 

production  of  all  things,  Georg.  fmiTd nmtb  fufcrior  lwe%  and  frefsd 

IL  3*5.  her  tnatrcn  lif%  the  fimfle  Ming  t6  W 

t.„«  ***»•  #urf«i«r^«.  r«^««^u  »nd«ritood  as  included  in  aparen- 

FmbribuTS  thcfis-     ^  mat™  lit  ***** 

Coifiagis  in  gremium  bets  defcen-  ^^  hcr  m,VTied  HP>  *?  **?*- 

Magus  alu,  inagpo  commixtus  Lnai|k  ^  manjcd  £    J^ 
corpore,  fetus.  ^^ 

For  then  almighty  Tove  defcends,     „  *         t    _ 

and  pours  Et  matronaks  erubuere  genie*. 

Into  his  huxom  bride  his  fruitful  It  implics  tnat  ^  wa8  marrfed  to 

fhow'rs,*  him,  and  that  therefore  their  kiffes 

And  moang  his  large  limbs  with  wcre  Uwful  ^d  ^cent.    ft  Wa» 

hew,  he  feeds  the  innocence  0f  their  loves  that 

Her  torthswith  kindly  juice,  and  made  the  Devil  turn  afide  for  envy. 

fbfters  teeming  feeds.  Drydem       Jog   j^^y  /*.«»r  *»*/^f 

That  exprefflon  of  the  clouds /bidding  arms,]  Tmparadis'd  has  been 

Jbufrs  is  very  poetical,  and  not  un-  remarked  as  a  word  firft  coin'd  by 

Vol.  L  U  •  Milton- 
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The  happier  Eden,  fhall  enjoy  their  fill 
Of  blifs  on  blifs;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thruft, 
Where  neither  joy  nor  love,  hut  fierce  defire, 
Among  our  other  torments  not  the  leaft,  510 

Still  unfulfilled  with  pain  of  longing  pines. 
Yet  let  me  not  forget  what  I  have  gain'd; 
From  their  own  mouths:  all  is  not  theirs  it  feems; 
One  fatal  tree  there  ftands  of  knowledge  catt'd, 
Forbidden  them  to  tafte :  Knowledge  forbidden  ?  515 
Sufpicious,  reafonlefs.    Why  fhould  their  Lord 
Envy  them  that?  can  it  be  fin  to  know? 
Can  it  be  death?  and  do  they  only  ftand 
By  ignorance?  is  that  their  happy  ftate, 
The  proof  of  their  obedience  and  their  faith?     520 
O  fair  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build 
Their  ruin !  Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds 

With 

Milton.    Bat  Sir  Philip  Sidney  has  Where**  neither  joy  nor  love, 

it  in  Arcadia,  p.  109.    So  this  im-  _     ,            A   .  _        m 

paradis'd  neighbourhood  made   Zel-  Whar^  contracted  for  where  u. 

moneys  foul  cleave  unto  her.  And  the  Bendey. 

Italians  had  prior  pofTeffion  Impa-  Bat  Milton  often  leaves  oat  die 

radifato.    Bentley.  word  //,  as  in  VIII.  621.  and  with- 
out love  no  bapfenefs.      Pearce. 
509.  Where  neither  joy  nor  love,"] 

This  fentence  has  no  exit,  unlets        515. Knowledge  forbidden  T] 

you'll  fay  without  fenfe,  where  nei-  This  is  artfully  perverted  by  Satan, 

ther  joy  nor  love  fines.    He  gave  as  if  fome  ufeful   and    neceflary 

it  therefore  knowledge  was  forbidden ;  where- 
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With  more  defire  to  know,  and  to  rcjeft 
Envious  commands,  invented  with  dcfign 
To  keep  them  low  whotri  knowledge  might  exalt 
Equal  with  Gods:  afpirmg  to  be  fuch,  526 

They  tafte  and  die:  what  likelier  can  enfue  ? 
But  firft  with  narrow  fcarch  I  muft  walk  round 
This  garden,  and  no  corner  leave  unfpy'd  $  529 

A  chance  but  chance  may  lead  where  I  may  meet  . 
Some  wand'ring  SpiVit  of  ^feav'n  by  fountain  fide,  » 
Or  in  thick  (hade  retir'd,  from  him  to  draw 
What  further  would  be  lcarn'd*  Live  while  ye  may, 
Yet  happy  pair;  enjoy,  till  I  return, 
Short  pleafures,  for  long  woes  are  to  fucceed.      535 

So  faying,  his  proud  ftep  he  fcornful  tura'd, 
But  with  fly  circumfpedtion,  and  began  ("roam.* 

Through  wood,  through  wafte,  o'er  hill,  o'er  dale,  his 

Mean 

at  our  firft  parents  were  created  Pearce.ftys  that  without  any  al~ 

with  perfect  understanding,  and  the  aeration    or    any  pun    we    may 

only  knowledge  that  was  forbidden  read 

was  the  knowledge  of  evil  by  the  Achanie  (but  chance)  may  lead  kc 

eommiiuon  of  it.  .                 • 

that  is  a  chance*  and  it  can  be  only 

530.  J  chance  hut  chance  mqj  lead]  a  cka*ce>   may  lead  &c.     But  this 

Dr.  Bentley  cenfures   this  jingle,  fort  of  jingle  is  but  too  common 

and  thinks  it  unbecoming  Satan  at  with  Milton.      This  here  is  not 

fo  ferious  a  jun&ure  to  catch,  at  much  unlike  xhejor/e/orttma  of  the 

puns ;  therefore  propofes  to  read  Latins. 
/me  lucky  chance  may  lead  Sec*     Dr. 

E  e  %  539 .— ?• 
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Mean  while  in  utmoft  longitude,  where  Heaven 

With  earth  and  ocean  meet?,  the  ietting  fan       540 

Slowly  defended,  and  with  right  afp&k 

Againft  the  eaftern  gate  of  Paradife  ' 

Level'd  his  evening  rays:  k  was  a  rock 

Of  akbafter,  pil'd  up  to  the  clouds, 

Coafpicuous  far,  winding  with-  one  afcent  $4$ 

Accefflble  from  earth,  one  entrance  high* 

The  reft  wa6  craggy  cliff,  that  overhung 

Still 

<    539.—  in  utmft  bnptude,]  At  and  to  reconcile  Attn  I  think  wc 

the  utmoft  length,  at  the  fartheft  muft  read  Had  low  defcended  wrp&- 

diftance.    Longitude  M  length,  as  haps  Lowly  defended,  or  undcrttani 

in  V.  754.  it  as  Dr.  Pearce  explains  it,  that 

and  it  is  particular]}'  apph'd  to  the  was  to  return  on  the  fame  beam; 

diftance  from  eaft  to  weft   See  the  which  he  coutd  not  well  have  done, 

notes  upon  HI:  55  j.  574.  if  the  fun  had  moy'd  on  with  its 

or    1  jr    <iin.i)    *  ufaal  rapidity  of  courfe. 

5£.  £A^  *&■**]  Dr.  Bat-  H9/_-/Grfr*/J  One  of  the 

ley  objefb  to  this  rerfe  for  a  fa-  tj^k^t,  fent  to  foow  Daniel 

Ife7af£."'  *Slr"dL?l^'  *«  »*«  <*  *e  f<»«  monarchies 

tqual  (paces  toedttai  tuaes,    Th*  ^  IX  ^  w  the  y[t^a  t4u^ 

5.??  1"  i?';-  '^H",  to  weal  the  incarnation  oTooV 

phdofopj^.butmjpoetryttisufiial   Sariour,  Luke  I.    His  .Wine  in  the 

553-  nufife.       2rW 

The  fun  —  was  lofting  now  with       551.  —  Bertie  games]   They 
front  carreer  Were  not  now  upon   the    watch, 

T*  th'  ocean  ilci,  they  awaited  night ;  but  their  arms 

wqte 
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Still  ts  it  tvCc,  impoffible  to  climb. 

Betwixt  thefe  rocky  pillars  Gabriel  &t, 

Chief  of  th'  angelic  guards,  awaking  night;        559 

About  him  exercis'd  heroic  games 

Th*  unarmed  youth  of  Heav'n,  but  nigh  at  hand 

Ccleilial  armoury,  fhields,  helms,  and  fpears, 

Hung  high  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold.  . 

Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  the  even    555 

On  a  fun  beam,  fwift  as  a  (hooting  (tar- 

In 


were  ready.  The  Angels  would 
not  be  idle,  bat  employed  them- 
felves  in  thefe  noble  exercxfes.  So 
the  foldiers  of  Achilles  during  his 
quarrel  with  Agamemnon,  and  (b 
tne  infernal  Spirits,  when  their 
chief  was  gone  in  "feareh  of  the 
new  creation,  II.  528.  Ricbardfon. 
555.  —  gliding  through  the  even] 
That  is  thro1  that  part  of  the  he- 
mifpherc,  where  it  was  then  even- 
ing. Evening  (fays  Dr.  Bentley) 
is  no  place  of  fpace  to  glide  thro* : 
no  more  is  day  or  night,  and  yet 
in  the  fenfe,  which  I  have  given 
to  even*  Milton  lays  in  the  next 
vcrfc  bat  one  thwarts  the  might, 
and  elfewhere  (peaks  of  the  confines 
*f  4U9.  Pearce. 

in  ver.  792.  Uriel  is  faid  to  be  ar- 
rived from  the  fun's  dec&ne,  which 
is  no  more  a  place  than  the  even- 
ing, but  beautifully  poetical;  and 
jultityd  by  Virgil,  Georg.  IV.  59. 
where  a  fwarm  of  bees  tails  thro* 
the  glowing  fmnmer : 


Narc  per  aeftatem  Hquidam  fu- 
fpexeris  agmen.      Richard/an. 

5j6.  On  a  fun  beam,]  Uriel'* 
gliding  down  to  the  earth  upon  * 
ton-beam,  with  the  part's  device 
to  make  himdefcend,  as  well  in  hit 
return  to  the  fun,  as  in  his  coming 
from  it,  it  a  prettinefi  that  might 
have  been  admired  in  a  little  fan. 
cifulpoet,  but  ferns  below  the  ge- 
nius of  Milton.  The  description 
of  die  koft  of  armed  Angels  walk- 
ing their  nightly  round  in  Paradife, 
k  of  another  fpirit, 

So  faying,  on  he  led  his  radiant 

files 
Dazling  the  moon; 

as  that  account  of  the  hymns 
which  our  firft  parents  ufed  to  hear 
them  fing  in  thefe  their  midnight 
walks,  is  altogether  divine,  and  in- 
expreflibly  amufing  to  the  imagina- 
tion. Addifcn. 
As  Uriel  was  coming  from  the  fun 
£  e  3  to 
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In  autumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapors  fir'd 
Imprefs  the  air,  and  {hows  the  mariner 
From  what  point  of  his  compafs  to  beware 
Impetuous  winds :  he  thus  began  in  hafte.  560 

Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  courfe  by  lot  hath  given 
Charge  and  Arid  watch,  that  to  this  happy  place 
No  evil  thing  approach  or  enter  in. 

This 


to  the  earth,  his  combe  upon  a 
fun-beam  was  the  moft  aired  and 
level  courfe  that  he  could  take ; 
for  the  fun's  rays  were  now  pointed 
right  againft  the  eaftern  gate  of 
Paradiie,  where  Gabriel  was  fit- 
ting, and  to  whom  Uriel  was  go- 
ing. And  the  thought  of  making 
him  glide  &m  a  fun  bum>  I  have 
been  inform 'd,  is  taken  from  fome 
capital  p&ure  of  fome  great  Ita- 
lian matter,  where  an  Angel  is 
made  to  defeend  in  like  manner.  I 
ftnee  recolleft,  it  is  from  a  pi&ure 
of  Annibal  Caracci  in  the  King  of 
France's  cabinet. 

"  556-~fuxft*'*JbootJ*g/ar&C.'} 
Homer  in  like  manner  compares 
Minerva's  defceat  from  Heaven  to 
a  fhooting  ftar,  Iliad.  JV,  74. 

B*  /t    **t'  uWfXToio  xapnvmy 

O/SK    /'   **"•£«    WXf    K#FK    *»*#* 

H  paurnfi  Ti&t.u  »t  r&Ttt  f t/p# 
XetWt 

Adp*&r  TK  «N   Tf    VOKKot   &7T6 

atTivBnpu  ttfleu. 
Where  Dr,  Clarke  6ys,  Non  ts? 


Xiyo/ufacr  xowrnr,  ot  Schoiiaites 
male  (and  fo  likewife  Mr.  Pope 
tranflates  it)  fed  ftell«traje£tk>i>ejii. 
The  fall  of  Phaeton  is  illoftrated 
with  the  fame  companion  by  Ovid, 
Met.  II.  320. 

Volvitur  in  prsccepe,  longoqne  per 

aera  tra&u 
Fertur;  ut  interdumdeccelo  ftella 

fereno, 
Etfi  non  cecidit,  potnit  cecidifie 

videri. 

The  breathkfs  Phaeton,  with 
flaming  hair, 

Shot  from  the  chariot,  like  a  fal- 
ling ftar, 

That  in  a  fummer's  evening  from 
the  top 

Of  Heav  n  drops  down,  or  fcems 
at  leaft  to  drop.      Addifon. 

Milton  adds  that  this  (hooting  ftar 
thwarts  or  erotics  the  night  in  em- 
tumnt  becaufe  then  thefe  pheno- 
mena are  moft  common  alter  the 
heat  of  fummer,  when  the  vapors 
taking  fire  make  violent  impreffions 
and  agitations  in  the  air,  and  they 
ufuallv  portend  tejapeftuous  wea- 

ther, 
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This:  day  at  highth  of  noon  came  to  my  fpherc 
A  Spirit,,  zealous,  as  he  ftcm'd,  to  know  ,  565 

More  of  th'  Almighty's  works,  and  chiefly  Man, 
<3od's  lateft  image :  I  defcrib'd  his  way 
Bent  all  on  fpeed,  and  mark'd  his  aery  gate; 
But  in  the  mount  that  lies  from  Eden  north, 
Where  he  firft  lighted,  foon  difcern'd  his  looks     570 

Alien 


ther,  as  Virgil  himfclf  has  noted 
long  ago,  Georg.  I.  365. 

Sxpe  etiam  ftellas  vento  impen- 

dente  videbis 
Traccipites  ccelo  labi,  no&ifque  per 

umbrara 
Flammarum  longos  a  tergo  al- 

befcere  tractus. 

And  oft  before  tempefluoos  winds 

arife, 
The  Teeming  ftars  fall  headlong 

from  the  ikies ; 
And  (hooting  through  the  dark- 

nefs  gild  the  nigat 
'With  fweeping  glories,  and  long 

trails  of  light.      Dryden. 

560.  — -  be  thus  began  in  bafteJ] 
This  abruptnefo  is  here  very  ele- 
gant and  proper  to  exprefs  the  hafte 
that  be  was  in. 

561.— •/£?  cmtrfe  by  lot]  He 
fpeaks  as  if  the  Angels  had  their 
particular  conrfes  and  offices  af- 
iign'd  them  by  lot,  as  the  priefis 
had  in  the  {Service  of  the  temple. 
See  1  Chron.  XXIV.  and  Luke  I. 
2,  9* 


563.  No  wil  thing  approach  or 
enter  in."]  Dr.  Bentley  object, 
that  the  natural  order  is  inverted, 
enter  after  approach ;  for  if  the  very 
approach  was  ftopt,  the  entranoe 
was  impoflible.  But  the  order 
feems  righdy  obferved  in  the  com- 
mon reading,  if  we  allow  the  fenfe 
to  be  this,  Not  to  fufter  any  evil 
thing  to  approach,  or  at  leaft  to  en- 
ter in.        Pearce. 

C67.  God's  lateft  image  :]  For  the 
firft  was  Chrift,  and  before  Man 
were  the  Angels.  So  in  III.  151. 
Man  is  called  God's  youngeft/on. 

567.  —  /  defcriVd  his  way  ] 
Some  read  de/crfd,  but  defcriKd  is 
properdt.  He  defcrifrd  to  Satan 
or  lhow'd  him  the  way  to  Para- 
dtfe,  as  it  is  faid  he  did  in  III.  722, 
733.  and  mark'd  his  aery  gate  j  For 
it  was  fportive  in  many  an  aery 
tubed,  as  we  read  in  the  conclufion 
of  the  third  book ;  and  it  was  well 
taken  notice  of  there,  as  fuch  ufe 
is  made  of  it  here.  And  die  fame 
we  may  obferve  of  the  turbuleat 
paffions  difcovcr'd  in  him  on  mount 
iMiphates  in  this  book,  ver.  125— . 

E  e  4  130. 
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Alien  from  Heav'n,  with  paffi<xi6  foul  oWcurUl; 
tyline  eye  purfbed  him  ft*U>  but  under  fliadc 
Loft  fight  of  him:  one  of  the  bariifh'd  crew, 
I  fear,  hath  ventur'd  from  the  deep,  to  raifc  ^ 
New  trouble*;  him  thy  care  muft  be  to  find.      S75 

To  whom  the  winged  warrior  thus  retura'd. 
Uriel,  no  wonder  if  thy  perfect  fight, 
Amid  the  fun's  bright  circle  where  thou  fitft, 
See  for  and  wide :  in  at  this  gate  none  pafs 
The  vigilance  here  plac'd,  but  fiich  a$  come       580 
Well  known  from  Heav'n;  and  fince  meridian  hour 
No  creature  thence:  if  Spirit  of  other  fort, 

So 

130,  Uriel  mark'd  them  then,  and  ver.  556.]  To  make  Uriel  defend, 

reports  them  now.  for  more  eafe  and  expedition,  both 

in  his  way  from  the  wn,  and  $0  the 
590.  Return  d  on  that  bright  team,  fun  again.  But  Milton  had  no 
fwbofe  point  nonv  raised]  He  fuch  device  here :  he  makes  Uriel 
foppofes,  that  he  flides  back  on  the  come  from  the  fun,  not  on  a  de~ 
fame  beam  that  he  came  upon ;  fcendinz,  but  on  a  level  ray,  verf 
which  fun-beam  he  confiders  not  541,  from  the  fun's  right  af^e8  to 
?s  a  flowing  pun&um  pf  light,  but  the  eafl  in  the  \ery  margin  cf  the 
as  a  continued  rod  extending  from,  horizon.  Here's  no  trick  then  or 
fun  to  earth.  The  extremity  of  device;  but  perhaps  a  too  great, 
this,  rpd,  while  Uriel  was  difcourf-  affectation  to  mow  his  philosophy; 
jng,  and  the  fun  gradually  defcend-  as  in  the  next  lines,  on  this  com- 
ing, muft  needs  be  raifed  up  higher  mon  occasion  of  the  fun's  (ettjag, 
than  when  he  came  upon  it;  and  he  ftarts  a  doubt  whether  that  is 
confequt ntlv  the  rod  bort  him  Jkp*  product  in  the  Ptolemak  or  Co- 
famimrd  back,  again.  This  has  permcaa  way.  But  this  little  foible 
been  reprefented  as  a  pretty  device,  ne  makes  ample  amends  for. 
but  below  the  genius  of  Milton,  Bmtlty, 
fSw  Mr*  Addi&^  remark  on 
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So  minded,  have  o'*rleaf>'d  theft  earthy  bounds 
On  purpofe,  hard  thou  know'ft  it  to  exclude 
Spiritual  fubftance  with  corporeal  bar,  585' 

But  if  within  the  circuit  of  thefe  walks. 
In  whatfoever  fbape  he  lurk,  of  whom 
Thou  tell'ft,  by  morrow  dawning  I  ihall  know. 

So  promis'd  he  g  and  Uriel  to  his  charge 
Retum'd  on  that  bright  beam,  wbcie  point  now  rais*d 
Bore  him  flope  downward  to  the  fan  now  feU'n  591 
Beneath  th' Azores;  whether  the  prime  orb, 
Incredible  how  fwift,  had  thither  roll'd 
Diurnal,  or  this  lefs  volubil  earth, 

By 

59*,  Beneath  tV Axoresi]  They  Impobcfbue  manus  mirata  voltt* 

are  dands  in  the  great  Atlantic  or  bile  boxum. 

wc&crn  ocean ;   nine  in  number ;  Virg.  Mn>  VII.  382. 
commonly  cali'd  theTerceras,  from 

one  of  them.    Some  confound  the  he  writes  it  wokhle  when  he  makes 

Canaries  with  them.  the  fecond  fyllable   ihort  as  in 

Burnt  and  Riebardfon.  IX.  416.    fa  Jhorter  flight  to  thg 

eaft,    had   left    him   there  at  the 

J02.  —  whether  the  prime  orh,  Azores,  it  being  a  lefs  motion  for 

tec]  The  fun  was  now  falPn  he-  the  earth  to  move  from  well  to  eaft 

nemth  th*  Azores,   with  three  fyl-  upon  its  own  axis  according  to  the 

lablcs,  for  fo  it  is  to  be  pronounced :  fyftem  of  Copernicus  than  for  the 

whether,   not  nvhither  as  in  Mil-  Heavens  and  heavenly  bodies  to 

ton's  own  editions,  the  prime  orh,  move  from  eaft  to  weft  according 

die  fun,  had  rolTi  thither  diurnal,  to  the  fyftem  of  Ptolomy.     Our 

that  is  in  a  day's  time,  with  an  in*  author  in  like  manner,  III.  57J. 

credible  fwift  motion;  or  this  lefs  fuejtione  whether  the  fun  was  m 

rvolubil  earth,  with  the  fecond  fyl-  the  center  of  the  world  or  not,  (b 

UkJte  long  as  it  is  in  the  Latin  {crapulous  was  he  in  declaring  for 

wMiliSi  any  fyftem  of  phitefopby. 

598.  Nvm 
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By  fhorter  flight  to  th'caft,  had  left  him  there    595 
Arraying  with  reflected  purple*  and  gold 
The  clouds  that  on  his  weftern  throne  attend. 
Now  came  ftill  evening  on,  and  twilight  gray 
Had  in  her  fober  livery  all  things  clad ; 
Silence  accompanied;  for  beaft  and  bird,  600 

They  to  their  grafly  couch,  thefe  to  their  nefts 
Were  flunk,  all  but  the  wakeful  nightingale^ 
She  all  night  long  her  amorous  defcant  fung; 
Silence  was  pleas'd :  now  glow'd  the  firmament 


598.  New  came  ftitt  evening  enf 
fcc.J  This  is  the  firft  evening  in  the 
poem;  for  the  a&on  of  the  pre- 
ceding books  lying  out  of  the 
fphere  of  the  fun,  the  time  could 
not  be  computed.  When  Satan 
came  Mt  to  die  earth,  and  made 
that  famous  foliloquy  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  book,  the  fun  was 
Jngb  in  bis  meridian  tower ;  and  this 
is  the  evening  of  that  day;  and 
furely  there  never  was  a  finer  even- 
ing; words  cannot  furniih  out  a 
more  lovely  defcriptbn.  The  great- 
eft  poets  in  all  ages  have  as  it  were 
vy'd  one  with  another  in  their  de- 
(criptions  of  evening  and  night; 
but  for  the  variety  of  numbers  and 
pleating  images  I  know  of  nothing 
parallefor  comparable  to  this  to  be 
found  among  all  the  treafures  of 
ancient  or  modern  poetry.  There 
is  no  need  to  point  out  the  beauties 
of  it  1  it  muft  charm  every  body* 


With 

who  does  but  read  it  or  hear  it  I 
can  recoiled  only  one  defcripoon 
fit  to  be  mentioned  after  this,  and 
that  is  of  a  fine  moonfliiny  night 
by  way  of  fimilitude  in  Homer, 
luad  VIII.  551.  where  Mr.  Pope 
has  taken  more  than  ordinary  pains 
to  make  the  translation  excellent 
as  the  original. 

ttUHT  *&*p*WUl$  o7t  7*  *TAf7* 

Ex  7'  fpitror  <w***t  fKowi*i$zmt 

<8fp«0W  *K£9I9 

Ud/lcL  J 1  t'  «/«7«ti  *«•££'  y*- 
>»0t  /§  71  ffiCA  svotpLu. 

As  when  the  moon,  refulgent  lamp 

of  night, 
O'er  HeavVs  clear  azure  fpreads 

her  facred  light, 

When 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SopklV.     PARADISE  LOST.  307 

With  living  fkphirs :  Hefpcrus,.  that  led  605 

The  ftarry  hoft,  rode  brighteft,  till  the  moon 
Rifing  in  clouded  majefty,  at  length 
Apparent  jqueen  unveil'd  her  peerlefe  light, 
And  o'er  the  $ark  her  filver  mantle  threw. 

When  Adam  thus  to  Eve.    Fair  Confort,  th'hour 
Of  night,  and  all  things  now  retir'd  to  reft         611 
Mind  us  of  like  repofe,  fince  God  hath  fet 
Labor  and  reft,  as  day  and  night,  to  men 
Succeflive }  and  the  timely  dew  of  deep 

Now 

When  not  a  breath  difturbs  the  long,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  the  rea- 

deepferene,  der  cannot  but  be  pleas'd  with  it; 

And  not  a  cloud  o'ercaffo  the  fo-  as  it  is  a  fort  of  continuation  of  the 

lemn  fcene ;  ^ane  beautiful  fcene. 

Around  her  throne  the  vivid  pla-       598.  —  and  tnuiii^it  rrafi  Milton 

nets  roll,  is  vcrv  fingular  in  die  frequent  and 

And   ftars   unnumbered  gild  the  particular  notice  which  he  takes 

glowing  pole,  of  the  twilight,  whenever  he  hat 

O'er  the  dark  trees  a  yellower  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  evening. 

verdure  fhed,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met 

And  tip  with  filver  every  moun-  with  the  fame  in  any  other  poet; 

tain's  head ;  **&  yet  there  is,  to  be  fure,  iome- 

Then  ihine  the  vales,  the  rocks  in  thine  fo  agreeable  in  that  foft  and 

profpeft  rife,  gentle  light,   and  fuch  a  peculiar 

A  flood  of  glory  burfts  from  all  fragrance  attends  it  in  the  fummer 

the  ikies  t  months,   that  it  is  a  circumftance 

Theconfcious  fwains,  rejoicing  in  which  adds  great  beauty  to  his  dc- 

the  fight,  fcription.'  I  have  often  thought 

Eye  the  blue  vault,  and  bids  the  that  the  weaknefc  of  our  poet's 

ufeful  light,  CVC8>  t0  which  this  kind  of  light 

muft  be  vaftly  pleafant,  might  be 
Milton's  defcription,  w*  fee,  leaves   the  reafon  that  he  fo  often  intro- 
eff,   where  Homer's  begins ;  and  duces  the  mention  of  it.    Thjer. 
iho*  the  quotation   is    fomewhat       614.  —  W  the  timet]  dew  if  'JTeef 

Now 
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Now  falling  with  faft  slumbrous  freight  inclines  615 

Our  eye-lids:  other  creatures  all  day  long 

Rove  idle  unemploy'd,  and  lefs  need  reft; 

Man  hath  Jiis  daily  work  of  body9  or  mind 

Appointed,  which  declares  his  dignity, 

And  the  regard  of  Heav'n  on  all  his  ways;         620 

While  other  animate  unadive  range. 

And  of  their  doings  God  takes  no  account. 

To  morrow  ere  frefh  morning  ftreak  the  eaft 

With  firft  approach  of  light,  we  muft  be  jrtfen, 

And  at  our  pleafant  labor,  to  reform  625 

Yon  ffow'ry  arbors,  yonder  alleys  green, 

Our  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown, 

That  mock  our  fcant  manuring,  and  require 

More 

Now  falling  with  fift  fkmbrm        6zB,   That  mock  *nr  feint  m*- 
wiight  incline*  wring,]   Manuring  is  not  here  to 

Our  eye-Jids :  ]    Spcnfer,   Fairy  be  understood  m  the  common  (cafe. 
Queen,  B.  1.  Cwt.  1.  St  j6.  bat  as  working  with  hands,  as  the 

The  drooping  night  thus  creepeth   Stench  manevvrtr;  *tis,  as  buni- 
on them  fall,  diateJy  after,  to  lop,  to  rid  away 
And  the fad burner  loading  their  w-   what  is  fcattcrU         Richard/en. 

Mt  63S-  My  Author  and  Diffofer,] 

As  meftcngcf  of   Morpheus    en  '#r  whm  and  frm  whom  1  was 

them  cafi  forntd  in    our  poet's  own  words, 

$*vettjl*mbring  dew,  the  which  to   ytr*  44°*  .  *&  Author,  the  author 

Jfap  them  bids.    Thyer.  of  mY  b^g*  out  of  whom  I  was 

made.  Hume 

6*7.  Our  WJ]  In  the  firft  edi-  We  haw  another  view  of  our  firft 

turn  it  w«  jjr  wlis,  .m  the  fe-  parents  m  their  evening  difcoiirfes* 

wm  and  all  following  wr  wait.       which  are  full  of  pleafing  imager 

and 
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More  hands  than  tars  to  lop  their  wanton  growth: 
Thofc  bloflbms  alfc,  and  thofe  dropping  gums,    630 
That  lie  beftrown  unfightly  and  unfmooth, 
Afk  riddance,  if  we  mean  to  tread  with  eafe; 
Mean  while,  as  Nature  wills,  night  bids  us  reft. 
To  whom  thins  Eve  with  perfeft  beauty'  adorn 'd. 
My  Author  and  Difpofer,  what  thou  bidft         63  £ 
Unargued  I  obey*  $0  God  ordains* 
God  is  thy  law,  thou:  mine:  to  know  no  more 
Is  woman's  happieft  knowledge  and  her  praife. 
With  thee  converting  I  forget  all  thnej 
All  feafons  and  their  change,  all  pleafc  alike.      640 
Sweet  is  the  breath  of  morn,  her  rifing  fweet, 
With  charm  of  earlieft  birds  j  ptea&nt  the  fun, 

When 

and  fentiments  fuitable  to  their  It  was  now  an  eternal  firing,  ver. 
condition  and  characters.  The-  26*.  and  we  ihall  r«ad  in  X.  677. 
fpeech  of  Eve  in  particular  is  dxcC-  of  tfce  changes  made  after  the  fait, 
&  up  in  foch  afoft  ^ J**™*  to  bring  in  change 


turo  of  the  words,  a*  cannot  be 


Of  feafons  to  each  dime ;  elfe  had 


fcfficicndy  admired.    Ad&fo*  the  fprhm 

We  mould  underftand  here  the  fea-  ^  floWcrs# 

fira*  of  the  day,  and  not  of  the 

year.    So  in  VIII.  69.  we  read  And  we  may  farther  obferve,  that 

Hb  fefe  hours,  or  days,  or  Eve  in  the  following  chm^ngli^ 

xna  y«y«w,   «uu*o,             /  ,  mentions  meriting,   evening,   mgbt, 

months,  or  years :  the  times  of  the  day,  an*  not  the 

and  in  IX.  aoo.  he  fays  Adam  and  feafons  of  the  year. 

Eve  partake  the  fetfon  prime  fit  641.  Sweet  is  tbe  breath  efmtr n, 

Jkmteftft*ts>  that  if  the  morning.  Ac]  Mr,  Drydea  2*  his  preface  t* 

v  Juvenal 
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When  firft  on  this  delightful  land  he  fpreads 

His  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tifee,.  fruit,  and  flower, 

Glift'ring  with  dew ;  fragrant  the  fcrtil  earth        645 

After  foft  fhoW'rs;  and  fweet  the  coming  on 

Of  grateful  evening  mild;  then  filent  night 

With  this  her  folemn  bird,  and  this  fair  moon, 

And  thefe  the  gems  of  Heav'n,  her  ftarry  train : 

But  neither  breath  of  morn,  when  {he  afcends     650 

With  charm  of  earlieft  birds;  nor  rifing  fun 

On  this  delightful  land;  nor  herb,  fruit,  flower, 

Glift'ring  with  dew ;  nor  fragrance  after  fhowersj 

Nor  grateful  evening  mild;  nor  filent  night 

With  this  her  folemn  bird,  nor  walk  by  moon,  655 

Or  glittering  ftar-light  without  thee  is  fweet. 

But  wherefore  all  night  long  fhine  thefe?  for  whom 

This 

Juvenal  has  obfervcd  upon  our  verfes  hat  fbmething  in  it  of  a  pa- 
author,  that  he  could  not  find  any  floral,  yet  it  excels .  the  ordinary 
elegant  turns  in  him  either  on  the  kind,  as  much  as  the  (bene  of  it  a 
words  or  on  the  thoughts.  But  above  an  ordinary  field  or  meadow. 
Mr.  Addifon  in  one  of  the  Tatlers  648.  With  this  her  filemn  bird,] 
( N°  1 14. )  quotes  this  delightful  The  nightingale,  mofi  nujkaU  mofi 
paffage  m  vindication  of  Milton,  melancholy  as  he  lays  elfewhere* 
and  remarks  that  the  variety  of  She  is  calTd  the  folemn  nightingale, 
images  in  it  is  infinitely  pleating;  VII.  435. 

and  the  recapitulation  of  each  par-  660.  Daughter  of  God  and  Mat, 

ticular  image,  with  a  little  varying  accomflijb'd  £<i/*,]  Mr.  Pope 

of  the  expreifion,    makes  one  of  in  his  excellent  notes  upon  Homer, 

the  fineft  turns  of  words  he  had  B.  1.  ver.  97.  obferves,  that  thofe 

ever  feen.     He  farther  obferves,  appellations  of  praife  and  honor, 

that  tho*  the  fweetnefs  of  thefe  with  which  the  heroes  in  Homer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BooklV.    PARADISE  LOST/  3u 

This  glorious. fight,  when  fleep  hath  (hut  all  eyes? 

To  whom  our  .general  aaceftor  reply'd. 

Daughter  o£  God  and  Man,  accomplHh'd  Eve,    660 

Thefe  have  their  courfe  to  finifh  round  the' earth, 

By  morrow  evening,  and  fipm  land  to  land 

In  order,  though  fo  nations  yet  unborn, 

Miniftring  light  prepaid,  they  fet  and  rife; 

Left  total  darknefs  ihould  by  night  regain  .  665 

Her  old  pofleffion,  and  extinguifli  life 

In  nature  and  all  things,  which  thefe  foft  firfcs 

Not  only"  inlighten,  but  with  kindly  heat 

Of  various  influence  foment  and  warm, 

Temper  or  nourish,  of  in  partihed  down  676 

Their  ftellar  virtue  pn  all  kinds  that  grow 

On  earth,  made  hereby  apter  to  receive 

Perfc&ion 

fo  frequently  falute  each   other,  tions  and  even  in  Milton's  own  I 

were  agreeable  to  die  ftilc  of  the  find  Tho/e  i  becaufe  it  is  (aid  before, 

ancient  times,  as  appears  from  fe-  ver.  6  57. 

veral  of  the  like  nature  in  Scrip-  But  whcrefore  all  night  bug  ihine 
ture.  Milton  has  not  been  wanting  thijif               °         * 
to  give  hit  poem  this  caft  of  anti- 
quity, throughout  which  our  firft  and  afterwards,  ver.  674. 
parents  almoft  always  accoft  each  Tb^  ^  ^^  vajK]1ad  in 
other  with  fome  title,  that  expreffes  deep  of  night, 
a  refped  to  the  dignity  of  human  sti||C  ^  m  ^J^. 
nature. 

661.  Thefe  have  their  eutrfe]  I  both  which  paflages  evince  that 

have  prefum'd  to  make  a  fmall  al-  Thofg  here  is  an  error  of  the  prefs. 

teration  here  in  the  text,  and  read  671.    Their  ftellar  virtue]    As 

Thefe,  though  in  moll  other  edi-  Milton  was  an  univerfal  fcholar,  fo 

he 
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PerMticw  from  the  fen'*  more' patent  ray, 
T^hefc  then,  though  unbeheld  in  deep  of  fright,     674 
Shihe  not  in  vain  j  nor  think,  though  men  were  none, 
That  Heart*  wbold  want  fpe&atoxs,  God  want  praUe: 
Millions  of  ipirftual  creature*  walk  the  earth 
Unfeen,  both  when  we  wake,  and  when  we  deep* 
All  thefe.with  ceafeleft  jsratfe  his  works  behold 
Both  day  and  night:  how  often  from  the  fteep    68* 
Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
Celeftkl  voices  to  the  midnight  air, 
Sole,  or  refponfive  each  to  ofhersiflofe, 
Singing  their. great  Creator?  oft  kt  band*  60*4 

While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk 
With  heav*ftly  touch  of  ihftrumental  founds 

la 

i 

he  had  not  a  little  affe&ation  of  of  mortal  men,  clothed  with  air, 

mowing  his  learning  af  all  kind*,  wand'ring  every  where  through  the 

and  makes  Adam  difcourfe  here  earth.    See  Hefiod,  1. 120— 125. 
fomewhat  like  an  adept  in  aftro-       682.  Celeftial  voices  to  the  mi* 
kwjr,  which  was  too  mnch  the  phi-  night  air,']  Singing  to  the 

lofophy  of  his  own  times.    What  midnight  air.  So  in  Virg.  Eel.  1. 57. 
he  jays  afterwards  of  nomberlefi       _  §mm  frondator  «/ «*«,. 
fpintual  creatures  walking  the  earth 

tmfeeiw  and  joining  in  praifes  to  For  as  Dr.  Pearce  obferos  thert 

their  great  Creator,  is  or  a  nobler  mould  be  a  comma  after  note,  that 

ftrain,  more  agreeable  to  reafon  the  conftra&ion  may  be  Singing 

and  revelation,    as  well  as  more  their  great  Creator  to  the  midnight 

pleating  to  the  imagination,  and  tar.     And  this-  notion  of   their 

ieems  to  be  an  imitation  and  im-  finging  thus  by  night  is  agreeable 

frovement  of  old  Hefiod's  notion  to  the  account  given  by  Lucretius, 

of  good  geniufes,  the  guardians  IV.  586. 

Quorum 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BooklV.     RA.RADI6E  LOSTi  3f3 

In  foil  harmonic  number  join'd,  their  fongs 
Divide  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  Heaven. 

Thus  talking  hand  in  hand  alone  they  pafs'd 
On  to  their  blifsfiil  bow'rj  it  was  a  place  690 

CWn  by  the  fovran  Planter,  when  he  fram'd 
All  things  to  Man's  delightful  ufe;  the  roof 
Of  thickeft  covert  was  inwoven  fhade 
Laurel  and  vmyrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 
Of  firm  and  fragrant  leaf;  on  cither  fide  695 

Acanthus,  and  each  odorous  bufhy  fhrub 
Fenc'd  up  the  verdant  wall  $  each  beauteous  flower, 
Iris  all  huc6,  rofes,  and  jeflamin 
Rear'd  high  their  florifli'd  beads  between,    and 
wrought 

Mofakj 

.  Quorum  no&vago  ftrepitu,  ludo-  694.  Laurel  tend  myrtle,]   Vi*g» 

que  jocanti  Ed.  II.  54. 
Adfinnant  volgo  taciturna  filentia 

rumpi,  Et  v6s,   6  lauri,  cArpam,   et  to 

Chordarumque  fonos  fieri,    dul-  proxima  myrte, 

cefque  querelas,  Sic  pofitae  quoiliam  fuaves  mifce- 

Tibia  quas  fundit  digitis  pulfata  tisodores.        Hume. 

canentum. 

688.   Divide  the   night,]    Into  698.  Iris}   The  flower-de-luce 

watches,  as  the  trumpet  did  among  ib  c£llfd  frbm  refembling  the  colors 

the    Ancients,    founding    as    the  of  the  Iris  or  rainbow.     Iris  all 

watch  was  relieved,    which  was  hues,  that  is  of  all  hues,  as  a  little 

called  dividing  the  night.  before    we    have    inwoven  Jbode 

euro  buccina  no&em  laurel  and  myrtle,  that  is  inwoven 

pivideret,       Sil.  Ital.  VII.  1 54..  ihade  of  laurel  and  myrtle.     Such 

Richard/on.  omiffions  are  frequent  in  Milton. 

Vol.  I.  F  f                          70© —  /Ar 
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Moifaic  ^  underfoot  the  violet,  70Q 

Crocus,  and  hyacinth  with  rich  inlay 
Broider'd  the  ground,,  more  color'd  than  wkh'ftore 
Of  coftlieft  emblem :  other  creature  here, 
Beaft,  birdy  infett,  or  worm  durft  enter  none* 
Such  was  their  awe  of  Man.  In  fhadier  bower     705 
More  facred  and  fequefter-d,  though  but  feign'd* 
Pan  or  Sylvanus  never  flcpt>  nor  Nympfax 

Nor 

700.  -  the  violet*  «  lather  die  very. tarn  of  Ho* 

Croats,  and  hyacinth}  Our  author  mer's  vcrfes  is  obferved,  and  the 
has  taken  this  from  Homer,  who  cadence,  and  almoft  the  words 
makes  the  fame  fort  of  flowers  to  finely  tranflated. 
ipring  up  under  Jupiter  and  Juno  703.  Of  coftUeft  emblem:]  Em- 
as  they  lay  in  conjugal  embraces  Mem  is  here  in  the  Greek  and  Latin 
upon  mount  Ida,  Iliad.  XIV.  347.     &nfe  for  inlaid  floors  of  ftone  0* 

wood,  to  make  figures  mathemati- 
To/07  <r  vto  xv»*  *i*  ?«w  via-  cai  or  piaural: 

6wA*ct  &ottw,  .  .  _  _ 

nf'vtiKivBov  vermiculato.     Bentley. 

nvKVMK*u*teKOV-U&**xt°-       705 InJhadkrhwerJ   So, 

y&  v-tor  upyu  it  is  m  the  firft  cation.  m  &c  £_ 

Glad  earth  perceives,  and  from  cond  we  read  In  Jkadie  bvwer,  bat 

her  bofom  pours  w"ft  &<&  a  *P»ce  as  is  not  ufual 

Unbidden  herbs,   and  voluntary  between  two  words,  as  if  the  kt- 

flow'rs ;  ter  r  had  occupy'd  the  room,  ai|d 

Thick  new-born  violets  a  foft  car*  ty  fo»e  accident  had  made   no 

pet  fpread,  impreflton.   Injhadier  bower  marks 

And  cluftring  lotos  fivelTd  the  rit  more  Wrongly  the  ftiadinefs  as  well 

ing  bed,  **  the  retirednefs  of  the  place,  and 

And  fudden  hyacinths  the  turf  *«  madinefs  is  a  principal  circunv 

beftrow,  fiance  of  the  defcription,  and  the 

And  flamy  crocus  made  the  moun-  }»wer  is  feldora  mentioned  but  k 

tain  glow.  »  cabled  Jhady  bower,    III.  734. 

V.  367,  375.  jhafy  lodge.  IV.  720; 
Where  Mr.  Pope  remarks  that  in  fiady  arborm  rwf>  V.  137.    The 

purport 
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Nor  Faunus  haunted    Here  in  clofe  recefc 
With  flowers,  garlands,  and  fwcet-fmclling  herbs 
Efpoufed  Eve  deck'd  firft  her  nuptial  bed,  ji<x 

And  heay'nly  quires  the  hymenaean  fung, 
What  day  the  genial  Angel  to  our  fire 
Brought  her  in  naked  beauty  more  adorn'd, 
More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 
Endowed  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like 


Purport  of  the  Smile  then  it  this, 
There  never  was  *  more  fhady, 
more  facred  and  fequefter'd  bower, 
though  but  in  fiction,  than  this 
was  in  reality.  Pan,  the  God  of 
fhepherds,  or  Sy  foams,  the  God  of 
woods  and  groves,  Wood-nymph,  or 
Faums,  the  tutelary  God  of  huf- 
bandmen,  were  not  even  feign'd  to 
enjoy  a  more  fweet  rccefs  than  this 
of  Adam  and  Eve. 

709.  With  flowers,]  Milton  ofu- 
ally  Ipells  it  flours,  but  here  it  is 
With  two  fyfiables  flowers,  which 
made  me  imagin  that  he  writ  al- 
ways flour  when  it  was  to  be  pro- 
noune'd  as  one  fy  liable,  and  flower 
when  it  was  to  be  pronoune'd  as 
two  fyllables:  but  upon  farther 
examination  we  find,  that  when  he 
pronounces  the  word  as  one  fyl- 
jable,  he  fometimes  fpells  it  flower 
jfrwr,  fometimes  floure,  fometimes 
jbuer:  and  fo  likewife  bower  he 
fpells  differently  bower,  bowr, 
hrwre;  andJbowerKkewife  flower, 
Jbowr,  Jhowre.  It  is  fitting  that  all 
tbefe  fhoujd  be  reduced  to  fome 


7»5 
In 


certain  ftandard,  and  what  ftandard 
more  proper  than  the  prefent  prac- 
tice, and  efpecially  fince  there  are 
feveral  inftances  of  the  fame  in 
Milton  himfelf  ? 

714.  More  lovely  than  Pandora, 
&c]  The  ftorv  is  this.  Prome- 
theus the  fon  otjapbet  (or  Japetus) 
had  ftoPn  fire  from  Heaven,  Jove's 
authentic  fere,  the  original  ana  pro- 
totype of  all  earthly  fire,  which 
Jupiter  being  angry  at,  to  be  re- 
veng'd  fent  him  Pandora,  fo  call'd 
becaufe  all  the  Gods  had  contri- 
buted their  gifts  to  make  her  more, 
charming  (for  fo  the  word  fignifies). 
She  was  brought  by  Hermes  (Mer- 
cury) but  was  not  received  by  Pro- 
metheus the  wifer  fon  of  Japket 
(as  the  name  implies)  but  by  his 
brother  Epimetheus  thy  unwiferfon. 
She  entie'd  his  foolifti  curiofity  to 
open  a  box  which  fhe  brought, 
wherein  were  contained  all  manner 
of  evils.  Richard/on, 

The  epithet  unwlfer  does  not  im- 
ply that  his  brother  Prometheus 
was  unwife.    Milton  ufes  wwifer, 

f  t  i  at 
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In  fad  event,  when  to  th'onwifer  foft 
Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes,  (he  infoartt 
Mankind  with  her  faif  looks,  to  be  aveng'il 
On  him  who  had  ftole  Jove'a  authentic  fire. 

Thus  at  their  fhady  lodge  arrived,  both  flood,    720 
Both  turn'd,  and  undes  open  iky  ador'd 
The  God  that  made  both  fky,  air,  earth  and  heaven*, 
Which  they  beheld,  the  moon's  refplendent  globe, 
And  ftarry  pole:  Thou  alfo  mad'ft  the  night, 
Maker  omnipotent,  and  thou  the  day*  72  f 


as  any  Latin  writer  would  ianpru- 
dentior,  for  not  fo  wife  as  he  Jbould 
have  been.  So  and  actor,  timidior, 
iiehementior,  iracundior,  Sec.  mean 
Bolder,  Sec.  quant  par  eft,  than  is  light 
and  fit,  and  imply  lefs  than  audax, 
timidusy  &c.  in  the  pofitive  degree. 
y^ortin, 

*]20.  Thus  at  their  Jhady  lodge  ar- 
rived, hothftood, 

Both  tnrnd,  Sec.  ]  A  great  ad- 
mirer of  Milton  obferves,  that  he 
Sometimes  places  two  monofyllables 
at  the  end  of  the  line  Hopping  at 
the  fourth  foot,  to  adapt  the  mea- 
ftire  of  the  verfe  to  the  ftnfe;  and 
then  begins  the  next  line  in  the 
fame  manner,  which  has  a  won- 
derful effect.  This  artful  manner 
of  writing  makes  the  reader  fee 
diem  ftand  and  turn  to  worfhip  God 
before  they  went  into  their  bower. 
If  this  manner  was  altered,  much 
of  the  effect  of  the  painting  would 
te  loft. 


Whicb 

And  now  arriving  at  tEeir  fhadj 

lodge 
Both  flood,  both  turn'd,.  and  an* 

der  open  fky 
Ador'd  the  God  &c. 

723* — the  moon  s  rtfttendh*  gUet 
And ftany  pole:]  Virg.  Mn.  VL 
725. 

Lucentemque  globum  lunae,  Ti~ 
taniaque  aftra. 

724.  —  Thou  alfo  mad" ft  the  night, 
Sec.  1  A  malterly  tranfition  this, 
which  the  poet  makes  to  their  even- 
ing worfhip.  Moft  of  the  modern* 
heroic  poets  have  imitated  the 
Ancients,  in  beginning,  a  fpeeclt 
without  premifmg,  that  the  perfbn 
faid  thus  and  thus;  but  as  it  is 
eafy  to  imitate  the  Ancients  in  the 
omiflion  of  two  or  three  words,  it 
requires  judgment  to  do  it  in  fuch- 
a  manner  as  they  fhall  not  be  mif- 
ftd;  and  that  the  fpeech  may  begin' 
naturally 
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"Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  employ'd 

Have  fini£h'd,  happy  in  our  mutual  help 

And  mutual  love,  the  crown  of  all  our  blifs 

Ordain'd  by  thee,  and  this  delicious  place 

For  us  too  large,  where  thy  abundance  wants     730 

Partakers,  and  uncropt  falls  to  the  ground. 

But  thou  haft  proints'd  from  us  two  a  race 

To  fill  the  eartb»  who  (hall  with  us  extol 

Thy  goodnefs  infinite,  both  when  we  wake, 

A6d  when  we  feck,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  fleep.    73  5 

This 

naturally  without  them.  There  is  place,  that  is  Thou  maetfi  Sec.  as  in 
a  fine  inftance  of  this  kind  out  of  ver.  724.  Thou  alfo  maijl  t benight. 
Homer,  in  the  23d  chapter  of  Lon-   Dr.  Pearce  choofcs  rather  to  read 

f"  "nus.  Addifon.    thus, 

conceive    Mr    Addifon  meant       _  the  crown  of  all  our  bhTs 

S5a-  ?7-  ™L  tht  l"**?"  ihZC  Ordain'd  by  thee  in  this  delicious 
given  is  of  Hector  being  ferit  nam  d,  place, 

and  then  of  a  fudden  introduced  ^ 

as  fpeaking,    without  any  notice  The  conftru&ron  no  doubt  is  fome- 

given  that  he  does  fo.     But  the  what  obfeure,  but  without  any  a*- 

tran£tion  here  in  Milton  is  of  ano-  teration  we  may  underftand    the 

ther  fort ;  it  is  firft  fpeaking  of  a  paflage  with  Dr.  Pearce  thus,  and 

perfon,  and  then  fuddenly  turning  thou  mad'ft  this  delicious  place :  or 

the  difcourfe,  and  fpeaking  to  him.  with  Mr-  Richardfon  tlrjs,  happy  in 

And  we  may  obferve  the  like  tran-  our  mutual  Mp  mtd  mutual  !wtf  the 

fition  from  the  third  to  the  fecond  chief  of  all  our  blifs,  thy  gift,  and 

toeribn  in  the  hymn  to  Hercules,  happy  in  thh  dptidous  Paradtfe  :  or 

Virg.  Mix.  VIII.  29 1 .  thus,  btrppy  in  our  mutual  help  nv4 

ut  duros  mille  laborcs  mut?dc  *7ff  #f  H""!  »/-^»  *W$ 

Pertulerit.  Tu  nubigenas,  invitfe,    and  of  tlm ,™^""'         „ 
Umembies&t.  .    73^h^/A/PA Dr.  Bent- 

ley  reads  the  gtfr,  and  obferves  that 

7  29.  '  and  this  delicious  place]    it  is  word  for  word  from  Homer, 

Dr.  Bcntley  reads  Tbou  this  delictus    who  has  the  cxprcfilon  frequently : 

F  f  3  K«//a> 
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This  faid  unanimous,  and  other  rites 
Obferving  none,  but  adoration  pure 
Which  God  likes  heft,  into  their  inmoft  bower 
Handed  they  went  j  and  eas'd  the  putting  off 
Thefe  troublefome  difguifes  which  we  wear,       740 
Strait  fide  by  fide  were  laid)  nor  torn'd  I  ween 
Adam  from  his  fair  fpoufe,  nor  Eve  the  rites 
Myfterious  of  connubial  love  rtfus'd: 
Whatever  hypocrites  auftereiy  talk 
Of  purity  and  place  and  innocence,  745 

Defaming 

Kft/juiifftfr?  ap*  &T6i7ct,  kcu  vim  744.    Whatever  hypocrites  &c  ] 

'  fa&v  i\op]o.  Our  author  calls  thofet  who  under 

But  thy  gift  is  right,  form  ver.  612.  *  I™0*/  greater  purity  and  per- 

MUton  fays  that  God  bath  fit  labor  fea!on  ***f  ^J™**  *??*& 

andrefttlmenfucceffive;  therefore  as  they  do  in  the  Church  of  Rome, 

fleepisG«fsgift:  and  Virgil  (whom  &?"'«*  «4  fa>?  afberwards  that 

Mifion  oftner  imitates  than  Homer)    *»  **    ^  °    **"  D/£*Z'  ? 
fays  of  fleep  allufion  to  that  text  of  St.  Paul, 

-donoDivnmgrariffimaferpit.  \T™\1Vr  '»  I'.K1^^' 

JbL  U.  269.     pTarce.  rttJPeaketbtxfrefslj  that  tn  thehtttf 

T  tonus  fame  Jhall  depart  from  the  faith, 

736.  This  faid unanimous,  and  other  giving  heed  to  /educing  Spirits  and 

rites  dottrins  of  Devils,  /peaking  lies  in  bp> 

Obferving  none,  but  adoration  pure  pocrify,  having  their  con/deme /ear* 

Which  God  likes  bejj,]  Here  Mil-  ed  ivitb  a  hot   iron,  forbidding  to 

ton  expreffes  his  own  favorite  no-  marry,  &c. 

tions  of  devotion,  which,  it  is  well 

known,  were  very' much  againft  750.  Hail  wedded  Love,  &c]  Afl 
any  thing  ceremonial ;  and  this  con-  ingenious  friend  has  informed  me, 
firms  what  was  obferved  in  his  life,  that  this  addrefs  to  wedded  love  is 
that  he  was  full  of  the  interior  of  borrow'd  from  one  of  Taflb's  let- 
religion,  tho'  he  little  regarded  the  ters ;  O  dolce  congiuntione  de  'cuori, 
exterior.  Tbyer.  0  Joave  unione  de  gli  anim  nofiri,  0 
•  legitiuo 
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Defaming  as  impure  what  God  declares 
Pure,  and  commands  to  fome,  leaves  free  to  alL 
Our  Mal&cr  bids  increafe;  who  bids  abftain 
But  our  Deftrcyer,  foe  to  God  and  Man  ? 
Hail  wedded  Love,  myfterious  law,  true  fource    75$ 
Of  human  joftpring,  £ble  propriety 
In  Paradife  of  all  dungs  common  elfe. 
By  thee  adult'roua  luft  was  driven  from  men 
Among  the  beftial  herds  to  range;  by  thee 
Founded  in  reafcn*  loyal,  ju(^  and  puce,  755 

Relations 

tiegitimo  node,  &e.    The  ijuota&m  For  "by  mjfterhus  he  (Dr.  Bendey) 

would  fwell  this  note  to  too  great  means,    itfelf  bidden  or  conceal  d\ 

a  length ;  but  the  reader,  who  un-  and  Milton  means,  containing  fome 

derftands  Italian,  may,  if  he  pleafe,  hidden  meaning  in  it,  befides  the 

compare  the  original  with  our  au-  plain  precept  which  appeared, 

thor,  and  he  will  eafily  perceive  Pearce. 

what  an  excellent  copier  Milton  ?„  _,/ ^t%inp commn ,//,.] 

was,  as  judicious  in  omitting  fome  jyj^^  rcads  %mg  aiithigi\ 

circumitances  as  in  imitating  others.  k„fr  ^  a^Jc^  „„.„  ;„  a;.  „i™ 

It  is  in  one  of  TafiVs  letters  to  but .f  *&*<*  amMgm  ™J  TO 

7.  "  ,    .w    c.      A*"v*  *r*r;  V  as  it  does  in  ver.  411.  and  in  V, 

his  relation  Signor  Hercole  Taffo,  6       VI  d  Z\uwxkeve 

Lib.  2.  p.  150?  Edit.  In  Venetia.  6*9-  V1>  2^  ***  fW 

J  592. 

750.  —-—myfterimu  AwvJ  That       753.  By  tbee  tuklfrms  luft  &C.3 

is  including  a  myftery  in  it,  in  the  Mr.  Lauder  aflerts  that  thefe  lines 

fame  fenfe  as  mjfterious  rites  are  are  copied  from  the  panegyric  oa 

fpoken  of  before.     He  plainly  at-  marriage  in  the  Triumphus  Pads  or 

ludes  to  St.  Paul's  -calling  matri-  congratulatory  poem  on  the  peace 

mony  a  myftery »,  Eph.  V.  32.    No  betwixt  Holland  and  England  in 

need  then  for  Dr.  Bendey 's  myfte-  1655  by  Cafpar  Staphorftius : 
rious  league:  and  his  objection,  that      A  f  .     A     c    .       „!•     :  r.  i™u. 

a  bw  fppofed  to  be  V*"  b  Au^ice  te,  fugiens  ahem  fubcuba 

ao  law  at  all,  is  ea%  anfww'di  * 

F  f  4  Dira 
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Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities  f 

Of  father,  fon,  and  brdtherfirft  were  known.         * 
Far  be*  it,  that  I  fhould  write  thee  fin  or  blame, 
Or  think  thee  unbefitting  holieft  place, 
Perpetual  fountain  of  doracftic  fweets,  760 

Whofe  bed  is  undefil'd  and  chafte  proaoune'd, 
Prefent,,  or  paft,  as  faints  and  patriarchs  us'd. 
Here  love  his  golden  fliafts  employs,  here  lights 
His  conftant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings, 
Reigns  here  and  revels  j  not  in  the  bought  fihile    y6g 

Of 

Dira  libido  honuftom  totade  gente  finity,  as  in  Cicero  De  Officii*,  I. 

repulfa  eft :  17.  Can  funt  parentes,  cari  Kberi, 

Ac  tantum  gregibus  pecodum  ra-  propinqui,  familiares  ;  fed  omnes 

tione  carentum  'omnium  carit&tes  patria  una  com- 

Imperat,  et  fine  lege  tori  furibun-  plexa  eft.     It  is  ufed  likewise  in 

da  vagatur.  this  manner  in  die  Italian,  and  bj 

Aufpice  te,   qoam  jura  probant,  Taflb  in  the  place  which  our  author 

reclumque  piumque,  is  here  imitating,  Mm  Im  cbarita  del 

Filius  atque  pater,  frateiquc  in*-  fgbuolo,  e  delfadre. 

notuit ;  et  quot 

Vincula  vicini  fodarunt  fanguinis,  761.    Whofe  bed  is  undefitd  and 

a  te  chafte  pronmmid,']   In  allu- 

Nominibus  didicere  fuam  diftin-  fion  to  Heb.  XIII.  4.    Marriage  is 

guere  gentem.  honorable  in  all,  and  the  beiundtJUed 

And  it  is  poffible  that  Milton  might  ^J^T™^  bzn  *"£  *  8°£ 
have  fe?n  Sfcphorflius  as  well *■»  ^l^L^T'  m.hcw<fi 
TafTo  never  have  had  three  wives.   And 

tho*  this  panegyric  upon  wedded 
756.  **——  and  all  the  charities  ]  love  may  be  condemned  as  a  dl- 
Charities  is  ufed  in  the  Latij*  figni-  greffion,  yet  it  can  hardly  be  calTd 
fication,  and  like  caritates  compre-  a  digrcifion,  when  it  grows  fo  na- 
hends  all  the  relations,  all  the  in-  turally  out  of  the  fubjedfc,  and  is 
garments  of  confanguinity  and  af-    introduced  fo  properly,  while  the 

adieu* 
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Of  harlots,  Iovelcfs,  joylefs,  unindcar'd, 
Cafual  fruition;  nor  in  court  amours, 
Mix'd  dance,  or  wanton  maflt,  or  midnight  ball, 
Orfercnatc,  which  the  ftarv'd  lover  lings 
To  his  proud  fair,  beft  quitted  with  difdain.        770 
Thefe  lull'd  by  nightingales  embracing  flept, 
And  on  their  naked  limbs  the  flow'ry  roof 
Showed  rofes,  which  the  morn  repaired.  Sleep  on,  • 
Bleft  pair  5  and  O  yethappieft,  if  ye  feek 
No  happier  ftate,  and  know  to  know  no  more.      775 

Nov^ 


a&ion  of  the  poem  is  in  a  manner 
Jcfpended,  and  while  Adam  and 
Eve  are  lying  down  to  fleep ;  and 
if  morality  be  one  great  end  of 
poetry,  that  end  cannot  be  better 
promoted  than  by  fuch  digreffions 
as  this  and  that  upon  hypocrify  at 
the  latter  part  of  die  third  book. 

765.  Reigns  here  and  revels ;  ] 
What  our  author  here  fays  of  mar- 
riage Marino  applies  in  the  fame 
terms  to  Venus  in  his  defcripdon 
of  her,  Adon.  Cant.  2.  St.  1 14. 
and  'tis  probable  that  Milton  al- 
luded to  this  and  other  fuch  extra- 
vagances of  the  poets,  and  meant 
to  fay,  that  what  they  had  extrava- 
gantly and  falfly  applied  to  loofe 
wanton  love,  was  really  true  of  that 
paffion  in  its  ftate  of  innocence. 
Quiui  Amor  fi  rraftulla,  e  quindi 
impera.    Tiger. 


769.  Qrferemte,  mibicb  tbejlartfd 
lover  fags']  Wc  commonly 
fay '  ferenadt  with  the  French,  but 
Milton  keeps,  as  ufual,  the  Italian 
word  ferenate,  which  the  ftarv'd 
lover  flngs,  Jfanv*d  as  this  compli- 
ment was  commonly  pay'd  in  fe» 
rem,  in  clear  cold  nights.  Horace 
mentions  this  circumftance,  Od.  lit 
X.  1. 

Extremum   Tanain  fi  biberes, 

Lyce, 
Saevo  nupta  viro,  me  tamen  af- 

peras 
Proje&um  ante  fores  objicere  in- 

colis 

Plorares  aquilonibus : 

and  in  another  of  his  odes  he  hat 

preferred  a  fragment  of  one  of 

thefe  fongs,  Od.I.XXV.7. 

Me  tuo  longas  pereunte  nodes, 

Lyctia,  dorxnis. 

776,  Nqitf 
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Now  had  night  meafur'd  with  her  ihadowy  cone 
Half  way  up  hill  this  vaft  fiibluaar  vault, 
And  from  their  ivory  port  the  Cherubim 
Forth  iffuing  at  th'  accuftom'd  hour  flood  arm'd 
To  their  night  watches  in  warlike  parade,  780 

When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  pow'r  thus  fpake* 

Uzziel,  half  thefe  draw  off,  and  coaft  the  fouth 
With  ftri&eft  watch;  thefe  other  wheel  the  north; 

Our 


776.  Ntnu  had  night  miafurd<wib 
htrjbadvwy  cone]  A  cone  is 

«.  figure  round  at  bottom,  and  lcf- 
iening  all  the  way  ends  in  a  point. 
"This  is  the  form  of  the  fhadow  of 
the  earth,  the  bafe  of  the  cone 
itanding  upon  that  fide  of  the  globe 
where  the  fun  is  not,  and  conse- 
quently when  'tis  night  there.  This 
cone  to  thofe  who  ace  on  the 
•darkened  fide  of  the  earth,  could  it 
he  feen,  would  mount  as  the  fun 
fell  lower,  and  be  at  its  utmoft 
Jughth  in  the  vault  of  their  hea- 
ven when  it  was  midnight.  The 
ihadowy  cone  had  now  arifen  half 
way,  confequently  fuppofing  it  to 
be  about  the  time  when  the  days 
and  nights  were  of  equal  length 
{as  it  was  X.  329.)  it  muftbe  now 
about  nine  o'  clock,  the  ufual  time 
of  the  Angels  fetting  their  fentries, 
as  it  immediately  follows.  This  is 
marking  the  time  very  poetically. 
Rlchardfm. 

777.  Half way  up  bill]  Theex- 
preffion  is  fomcthing  dark,  but  it's 


right.  Half <way  up  bill,  halfway 
towards  midnight,  the  third  hour 
of  the  night  j  /£*  accuftomd  hour  for 
the  firft  military  watch  to  take  their 
rounds.  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  u 
Cant.  2.  St.  1. 

Phoebus  was  climbing  np  the  ea- 
itern  MIL        Bentley. 

777.  —  this  waftfublunar  <z*zs&,] 
For  the  fhadow  of  the  earth  fweeps 
as  it  were  the  whole  arch  or  vault 
of  Heaven  between  the  earth  and 
moon,  and  extends  beyond  the  or- 
bit of  the  moon,  as  appears  from 
the  lunar  eclipfes. 

"j^.  And  from  their  ivory  port  &c} 
We  cannot  conceive  that  here  is 
any  allufion  to  the  ivory  gate  of 
ileep,  mentioned  by  Homer  and 
Virgil,  from  whence  falfe  dreams 
proceeded;  for  the  poet  could  ne- 
ver intend  to  infinuate  that  what 
he  was  faying  about  the  angelic 
guards  was  all  a  fiction.  As  the 
rock  was  of  alabafter,  ver.  543. 
fb  he  makes  the  £ate  of  ivory, 

which 
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Our  circuit  meets  full  weft.    As  flame  they  part, 

Half  wheeling  to  the  fhield,  half  to  the  fpear.  78$ 

From  thcfe,  two  ftrong  and  fubtle  Spirits  he  calPd 

That  near  him  flood,  and  gave  them  thus  in  charge. 

Ithuriel  and  Zephon,  with  wing'd  fpeed 

Search  through  this  garden,  leave  unfearch'dno  nook; 

But  chiefly  where  thofe  two  fair  creatures  lodge,  790 

Now  laid  perhaps  aflecp  fecure  of  harm. 

This 

which  was  very  proper  for  an  ea-  flame,  but  this  fimile  is  better  fiat. 
ftern  gate,  as  the  fineft  ivory  cometh  ed  to  thofe  beings,  of  whom  the 
from  the  eaft;  India  mttit  cbur,  Scripture  fays,  He  mahth  his  angels 
Virg.  Georg.  I.  57.  and  houfes  and  Jpirits,  and  his  miniflers  a  flame,  of 
palaces  of  ivory  are  mention'd  a*  fire. 

lnftances  of  magnificence  in  Scrip-        ^g ^  fay  wheeling  to  the  Jhield9 

tore,  as  are  likewife  doors  of  ivory  yaif  t0  fa  jpear.]  Dedinare 

in  Ovid,  Met..IV.  185.  adbaftaM'vel  adfeutum.  Livy.     to 

Lcmnius  extemplo  W«ww  patefe-    wheel  to  the  right  or  left.    Hume. 

cit  ehurnas.  As  all  the  Angels  flood  in  the  ea- 

ftern  gate,  their  right  hand  was  to 

782.  UxxielA  The  next  com-  xhe  north,  to  the  /pear;  their  left 
manding  Angel  to  Gabriel ;  his  ftand  t0  tne  fouth,  to  the  Jhield. 
name  in  Hebrew  is  the  firength  of  From /^  that  wheel'd  to  the  fpear 
Cod,  as  all  God's  mighty  Angels  Gabriel  calls  out  two :  He  himfelf 
are.        Hume.  then  was  in  that  company.    Shield 

and  Jpear  for  left  hand  and  right, 

784.  — —  As  flame  they  part,  j  wnile  the  men  are  fuppofed  in 
This  break  in  the  verfe  is  excel-  arms>  gjves  a  dignity  of  expreffion. 
lently  adapted  to  the  fubjecl.  They  more  tnan  the  common  words  ha?e« 
part  as  the  flame  divides  into  fe-  Bent  ley. 

parate  wreaths.  A  fhort  fimile,  but  %  _ 

expreffive  of  their  quicknefs  and  788.  Ithurtel  and  Zephon^  Two 
rapidity,  and  of  their  brightnefs  Angels  having  their  names ;  as ,  in- 
a/d  the  fplendor  of  their  armour  dicanon  of  their  offices^ 
at  the  fame  time.  Homer  in  the  Hebrew  the  di/covcry  of  God.  Zephon 
fecond  book  of  the  Iliad  compares  in  Hebrew  a  fecret  or  fearcber  of 
the  march  of,  the  Trojans  to  the  ftcrets.        Hume.  5  _^ 
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This  evening  from  the  fun's  decline  arriv'd 
Who  tells  of  fome  infernal  Spirit  fcen 
Hitherward  bent  {who  could  have  thought?) efcap'd 
The  bars  of  Hell,  on  -errand  bad  no  doubt:        795 
Such  where  ye  find,  fcifc  faft,  and  hither  bring. 

So  faying,  on  he  led  his  radiant  files, 
Dazluig  the  moon;  thefc  to  the  bow'r  direct  » 

In  fearch  of  whom  they  fought:  him  there  they  found 
Squat  like  a  toad,  clofe  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  800 

Allaying  by  his  devilifh  art  to  reach 
The  organs  of  her  fancy',  and  with  them  forge 
Ulufions  as  he  lift,  phanta&is  and  dreams, 
Or  if,  infpiring  venom,  he  might  taint 

Th'  animal  fpirits  that  from  pure  blood  arife        805 

Like 

796.  ■  ■  ■  ■  and  hither  bring.']  Dr.        $04,  Or  if,  infriring  venom,  &C.J 

Bentley  reads  thither  to  the  oppofit  So  Virg.  <5Ln.  VII.  351.  where  the 

fide,  the  weft  5  where  the  parting  ferpent,  that  the  fury  Ale&o  had 

iquadrons  would  meet  alter  their  flung  upon  Amata,   creeps  foftly 

liilf  circuits ;  and. accordingly  (fays  over  her, 

he)  they  brought  Satan  thither,  to  Vifmim  m^  an5m)lm  __ 

*e  wfter*  po,«t,    ver.  862.     But  pe£ntatfen&s.     Ricbarifim. 
there  are   twelve  lines  lince  the  -^ 

tuoeft  was  mentioned,  and  that  was  The  conflruclion  is,   Afiaying  to 

in  another  fpeech,  at  too  great  a  reach  the  organs  of  fancy,  and  (o 

pittance  for  thither  to  be  referred  to  work  upon  lier  by  phantauns 

to  it.    It  is  not  mentioned  in  this  and  dreams ;  or  {afiaying)  if  he 

fpeech,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  why  might    taint    the    animal    fpirits, 

we  may  not  underftand  thefe  words  which  arife  from  pure  blood  as  ibft 

•vith  Mr.  Rjchardfon,  bring  hither,  and  -gentle  airs  from  clear  rivers, 

that  is  to  me  wheresoever  I  happen  and  by  tainting  the  animal  fpirits 
U>  be.  *  might 
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**£ 


lake  gende-breaths  frdm  rivers  pure,  thence  ratfe 
At  leaft  diftemper'd,  dMcontented  thoughts, 
Vain  hope9,  vain  aims,  inordinate  defires, 
Blown  op  wkh  high  concerts  ingendring  pride; 
Him  thus  intent  Ithuriel  with  his  fpear  g*x 

Touch'd  lightly;  for  na  faMhood  can  indure 
Touch  of  celeftiai  temper,  but  oturns  , 

Of  ibrce  to  its  own  likencdfe:  up  he  flarts 
Difcover'd  and  furpris'd.     As  when  a  fpark  ,  ' 

Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  powder,  laid  8*£ 

Rt  for  the  tun  fome  magazine  to  ftore 
Againft  a  ruraor'd  war*  the  fmutty  grain 
With  fudden  blaze  diffus'd  inflames  the  air  t 
So  ftarted  up  in  his  own  fhape  the  FiencL 


might  raifc  at  leaflr  vain  thoughts, 
if  not  finful  actions. 

fcl 4.  —  As  when  ajporh 

Lights  on  a  hoeeft  of  nitrous  fon»ier9 
&c]  Ariofto  ufcs  the  fame  fimilc 
19  defcribe  a  fudden  ftart  of  paf- 
fion.    OrL  Fur,  Cant.  1  o.  St.  40. 

Nan  cofi.  fin-fclnitro,  e  zolfo  puro 
Tocco  dal  fbco,  fubito  s'  auampa. 

Ev'fr  as  falt-peter  raixt  with  brim- 

ftone  pure* 
inflameth  ftrait,.when  once  it  feels 

the  fire*  Harrington 

JhjtT. 


Back 

816.  Fit  for  the  tun]  Tis  com- 
monly calFd  a  barrel:  but  Milton 
for  the  fake  of  his  verfe,  and  per-* 
haps  for  the  fake  of  a  lefc  vulgar 
term,  calls  it  a  tun  from  the  French 
tonneau,  any.  cafk  or  veffel. 

8 1 9;  So  ftarud  up  in  his  ownjhape 
the  Fiend.  ]  Hi's  planting 
himfelf  at  the  ear  of  Eve  under 
the  form  of  a  toad,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce vainxlreams  and  imaginations, 
is  a  circumftance  that  furprifes  the 
reader;  as  his  darting  up  in  his*, 
own  form  is  wonderfully  fine,  both 
in  the  litteral  defcription,  and  in, 
the  moral  which  is  concealed. under. 
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Back  ftept  thofe  two  fair  Angels  half  amaz'd      820 

So  fudden  to  behold  the  grifly  king; 

Yet  thus,  unmov'd  with  fear,  accoft  him  foon. 

Which  of  thofe  rebel  SpiVits  adjudg'd  to  Hell 
Com'ft  thou,  efcap'd  thy  prifon?  and  transform'd, 
Why  fatft  thou  like  an  enemy  in  wait,  825 

Here  watching  at  the  head  of  thefe  that  fleep? 

Know  ye  not  then,  faid  Satan  fill'd  with  fcorn, 
Know  ye  not  me?  ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 
For  you,  there  fitting  where  ye  durft  not  foar: 
Not  to  know  me  argues  yourfeives  unknown,      830 
The  loweft  of  your  throng;  or  if  ye  know, 
Why  afk  ye,  and  fupcrfluous  begin 
Your  meflage,  like  to  end  as  much  in  vain  ? 

To  whom  thus  Zephon,  anfw'ring  fcorn  with  fcorn. 

Think 

it.    His  anfwer,   upon  his  being  his  own  fhape,   and  Zephon  re* 

difcover'd  and  demanded  to  give  bukes  him.  It  would  not  have  been  * 

an  account  of  himfelf,  is  conform-  fo  well,   if  the  fame  perfon  had 

able    to  the  pride  and  intrepidity  done  both. 

of  his  character.     Zephon's    re-        835.  Think  not,  revolted  Spirit, 
buke,  with  the  influence  it  had  on  thy  fhape  the fame, 

Satan,  is  cxquifjtely  graceful  and        Or  *undimtmfl?d  hrighttufs  to  he 
moral.    AMtfin.  known,]  Dr.  Bentley  judges 

83+.  To  whom  thus  Zephon ^\  Ze-  rightly   enough  that    the    prefent 

phon  is  very  prop^ly  made  to  an-  reading  is  faulty;  for  if  the  words 

twer  him,    and  not  Ithuriel,  that  thy  Jhape  the  fame  are  in  the  abla- 

«ch  of  them  may  appear  as  ac-  tive  cafe  put  abfolutely,  it  is  ne- 

tors  upon  this  occafion.  *  Ithuriel  ceflary  that  undhniniJFd mould  fbl- 

v,ith  his  fpear  reftor'd  the  Fiend  to  low  brightnefi:  and  accordingly  the 

Pacta1 
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Think  not,  revolted  Spirit,*  thy  fhape  the  fame,  835; 
Or  undimintfh'd  btightncfk.to.lie  known, 
As  when  tfcou  ikxxTft  in  Heav'n  upright  and  pure ; 
That  glory  rij«n,  when  thou  no  more  waft  goodr 
Departed  from  thee*j  .and  thou  nefembleft  now 
Thy  fin  and  place  of  doom  abrcure  and  fouL      840* 
But  come,  for  thouy  be  fupe,  ihalt  give  account 
To  him  who  fent  us,,  whofe  charge  is  to  keep 
This  place  inviolable,  and  thefe  from  harm. 

So  fpake  the  Cherub  *  and  his  grave  rebuke, 
Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace  845 

Invincible:  ahafli'd  the  Devil  flood, 
And  felt  how  aw&l  goodnefs  is,  and  faw 
Virtue* in  her  ihape  how  lovely*  faw,  and  pin'd 
His  lofsi  but  chiefly  to  find  here  obfervM 

Hi* 

Do&or  reads  Or  brightntfk  un&m-  But  without  any  alteration  may  we 

mft?i\  which  order  of  the  words  not  underftand  Jbape  and  brightnefe 

we  muft  follow,  unlefs  it  may  be  as  in  the  accufative  cafe  after  the 

thought  aa  fmall  an  alteration  to  verb  think  P  Think  not  thy  fhape 

read  thus,  the  fame,  or  undiminim'd  bright- 

luft  as  in  I.  7«.  we  have  Gratior  et  pulchro  veniens  in  cor- 

*^  , .  ,  ,  pore  virtus, 

——  his  hand  was  known 
In  Heav'n  by  many  a  towred  ftruc-        848.  Virtut  in  herjbapt  h*m  lovefy^ 
turahigh.    Pearce.  kc\  What  is  faid  here  of  feting 

Virtut 
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Pis  luftre  vifibly  impaired  •,  yet  feem'd       *         850 

Undaunted.    If  I  xnnft  contend,  fiud  he, 

Beft  with'the  beft,  the  fender  hot  the  fent, 

Or  all  at  once  5  more  glory  will  be  won, 

Or  lefs  be  loft.    Thy  fear,  faid.  Zephon  bold, 

Will  fave  us  trial  what  the  Icaft  can  do    '  85^ 

Single  againft  thee  wicked,  and  thence  weak* 

The  Fiend  reply'd  not,  overcome  with  rage* 
But  like  a  proud  fteed  rein'd,  went  haughty  on, 
Champing  his  iron  curb:  to  ftrive  or  fly 
He  held  it  vain;  awe  from  above  had  quell'd     860 
His  heart,  not  elfe  difmay'd.  Now  drew  they  nigh 
The  weftern  point,  where  thofe  half-rounding  guards 
Juft  met,  and  doling  flood  in  fquadron  join'd, 

Awaiting 

Virtue  in  herjbate  how  lowly  is  ma-  difilainful  behaviour  on  this  occa- 

nifdUy  borrowd  from  Plato  and  fion   is  fo  remarkable  a  beauty, 

Cicero,  Formam  quidem  ipfam  Sc  that  die  moft  ordinary  reader  caa-' 

quaii  faciem  honefti  vides,  quae  fi  not  bat  take  notice  of  it.    AdSfm. 

oculis  ceraeretur,  mirabiles  amores  _     ...             ,  „    ,     ... 

(ut  ait  Plato)  excitaret  fapienti*.  But  Uke ajroud  flecd  retnd,  we* 

Cic.  de  Off.  I.  e.  as  what  Follows,  „,  b™ghtJ°*> 

fitw  mi  pi»  J  his  lofs,  is  an  imita-  ****&*  "*  tr°"  "*>* 

tion  of  Perfius  Sat.  III.  38.  ^  Kttcrally  ftxm  ^  McfCQry 

Virtutem  videant  intabefcantque    fays  to  Prometheus.  jEfchyl  Prom. 
reltfta.  Vin&.  1008. 

858.  — —  went  haughty  *»,]  Sa-  —  f<tK&v  <h  rcfitw  •*  Mf£vyflC 
tan  is  afterwards  led  to  Gabriel,  n*>A&>  £#*£»  kas  vpt  ar#«* 
the  chief  of  the  guardian  Angels,  ft*X^    Thyer. 

who  kept  watch  in  Paradife.    His 

865.  G+ 
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Awaiting  next  command.    To  whom  their  chief 
Gabriel  from  the  front  thus  call'd  aloud.  865 

O  friends,  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet 
Hafting  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpfe  difcern 
Ithuriel  and  Zephon  through  the  (hade, 
And  with  them  comes  a  third  of  regal  port, 
But  fided  fplendor  wan;  who  by  his  gate  870 

And  fierce  demeanour  teems  the  prince  of  Hell, 
PJot  likely  to  part  hence  without  conteft; 
Stand  firm,  for  in  his  look  defiance  lours. 

He  fcarce  had  ended,  when  thofe  two  approached, 
And  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  found, 
How  bufied,  in  what  form  andpofture  couch'd.  876 

To  whom  wkh  (tern  regard  thus  Gabriel  fpake. 

Why 

$6y.  Gahrulfhm  th  front]  Ga-   Bbmede  into  the  Trojan  camp  a* 
hriel  is  pronounced  here  at  a  word  fpies,  Iliad.  X.  533. 
©£  three  fyllables,  tho'  commonly     ft  _— 

kis  ufed  as  only  of  two;  a  liberty     T    *'  °  •         .. j\«.  „.,A.  J\.um«m 
which  Milton  takes  in  the  names  of  n  nr 


the  Angels. 


KfltTtf  £stXA#. 


866.  O  friends,  I  bear  Sec.']  Ga-  O  friends,    I  hear  the  tread  of 

briel's  difcovering  Satan's  approach  nimble  feet* 

at  a  diftance  is  drawn  with  great  ^                                ^     <  »     • 

ftrength  and  liveiincfc  of  imagina-  Owi  mr  #*pf»ro  «x©s  or  */>. 

&m.                                    Addtfau  t»Au8or  «;to/.    vcr.  540. 

The  learned  Mr.  Upton  in  his  Cri-  He  fcarce  had  ended  when  thofe 

tical  Obfemmtions  on  SbaJuftear  re*  two  approached, 
marks  that  Milton  in  this  whole 

Sifode  keeps  clofe  to  his  mafter       877. with  ftern  regard]  An- 

omer,  who  fends  out  Ulyfles  and  fwering  to  the  Homeric  JWo?  <T«f  • 
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Why  haft  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  bounds  psefcrib'd 
To  thy  tranfgreflions,  and  difturb'd  the  charge 
Of  others,  who  approve  not  to  tranfgrefs  880 

By  thy  example,  but  have  pow'r  and  right 
To  queftibn  thy  bold  entrance  on  this  place; 
Employ'd  it  feems  to  violate  fleep,  and  thofe 
Whofe  dwelling  God  hath  planted  here  in  blife? 

To  whom  thus  Satan  with  contemptuous  brow.  885 
Gabriel,  thou  hadft  in  Heav'n  th'efteem  of  wife, 
And  fuch  I  held  thee;  but  this  queftion  afk'd 
Puts  me  in  doubt.  Lives  there  who  loves  his  pain? 
Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loofe  from  Hell, 
Though  thither  doom'd  ?  Thou  wouldft  thyjfelf,  no 
And  boldly  venture  to  whatever  place  [doubt, 

Fartheft 

**/$)&*  Iliad.  III.    and  i/Va/p*  greffions,  but  he  could  tranfgrds  in 

ifw*  torre  intuitus,  Iliad,  IV«  his  thought  and  mind  every  mo* 

Hume,  ment;  yet  it  is  good  fenfe,  t£  Mil* 
878.  —  broke  the  bounds  frefcrib'd  ton  meant  (as  I  fuppofe  he  did) 
To  thy  tranfgreffions,]  Dr.  Bentley  that  the  bounds  of  Hell  were  by 
reads  tranfeurfions ;  and  Mr.  Ri-  God  prefcrib'd  to  Satan's  tran%re£> 
chardfon  underftands  tranfgreffiom  fions,  fo  as  that  it  was  intended  he 
in  the  fame  fenfe.  But  as  Dr.  Pearce  mould  tranfgrefs  no  where  elfe,  but 
obferves,  though  it  is  right  to  fay  within  thofe  bounds ;  whereas  he 
that  bounds  are  pre/crib* a  to  hinder  was  now  attempting  to  tranigrtk 
tranfeurfions*  yet  I  think  it  is  not  without  them.  And  by  this  inter- 
proper  to  by,  that  bounds  are  pre-  pretation  we  (hall  not  undexftand 
fcrivd  to  tranfeurfions.  And  the  trmfgreffions  in  die  fenfe  of  the  pore 
common  reading  is  juftifiable  :  for  Latin,  and  tranfgrefs  in  the  very 
though  (as  Dr.  Bentley  fays)  no  next  line  in  the  ufual  Engltih  ac- 
bounds  could  be  fet  to  Satan's  f/vw/-  ceptarion,  but  ihail  affix  the  fame 

notion 
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Fartheft  from  painr  where  thou  might^ft hope  tochange 
Torment  with  eafe,  and  fooneft  recompenfe 
Dole  with  delight,  which  in  this  place  I  fought; 
To  thee  no  reafon,  who  know'ft  only  good,        89? 
But  evil  haft  not  try'd:  and  wilt  objeft 
His  will  who  bound  us  ?  let  him  fbrer  bar 
His- iron  gates,  if  he  intends  our  ftay 
In  that  dark  durance:  thus  much  what  was  alk'cL 
The  reft  is  true,  they  found  me  where  they  fay;  900* 
But  that  implies  not  violence  or  harm. 

Thus  he  in  fcorn.  The  warlike  Angei  mov'd, 
Difdainfiilly  half  fmiling  thus  reply'd. 
O  lofs  of  one  in  Heav'n  to  judge  of  Wife, 
Since  Satan  fell,  whom  folly  overthrew,  90$ 

An4 

motion  both  to  the  one  and  the  torment  'with  eafe  it  according  to 

other.  the  Latins,  whom  Milton  often  fol- 

883.  —  to  violate  Jleep,]  Shake-  lows.  Glandem  mutavit  ariftd.  Virg. 

Ijpear  in  Macbeth  has  a  ftronger  Gcorg.  I.  8. 

expreflion,   to  murder  Jleep;    both  896.         — —  and wilt  o$je&     . 

equally  proper  in  the  places  where  His  will  who  bound  us?  ]     If 

they  are  employ'd.  thefe  words  are  to  be  read  with  a 

887. but  this  quefiion  aftd  note  of  interrogation  as  in  all  the 

Puts  me  in  doubt.']  Homer :  Thou  editions,  thou  muft  be  underftood, 

ieemedft  a  wife  man  formerly,  Nw  and  Dr.  Bendey  choofes  to  read 

J*  &$&vt  $frrt  wka<.   Bentley.  andwitt  thou'  objeSt.     It  is  a  con- 

892.        —to  change  rife  way  of   fpeaking    fomewhat 

Torment  with  eafe^\  We  common-  Kke  that  in  II.  730.    and  know "fl 

ly  fay  to  change  one  thing/or  ano-  for  whom.    But  I  have  foroetimea 

ther,  and  Dr.  Bentley  would  read  thought  that  the  paflage  may  be 

fir  eafe  in  this  place ;  but  to  change  read  without  the  note  of  intcrro* 

G  g  z  jgation 
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And  now  returns  him  from  his  prifon  fcap'd, 

Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  hold  them  wife 

Or  not,  who  aik  what  boldnefs  brought  him  hither 

Unlicenc'd  from  his  bounds  in  Hell  prefcrib'dj 

So  wife  he  judges  it  to  fly  from  pain  910 

However,  and  to  fcape  his  punifhment. 

So  judge  thou  ftill,  prefumptuous,  till  the  wrath, 

Which  thou  incurr'ft  by  flying,  meet  thy  flight 

Sev'nfold,  and  fcourge  that  wifdom  back  to  Hell, 

Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain     915 

Can  equal  anger  infinite  provok'd. 

But  wherefore  thou  alone?  wherefore  with  thee 

Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loofe?  is  pain  to  them 

Lefs  pain,  lefs  to  be  fled  ?  or  thou  than  they 

Lefs  hardy  to  indure?  courageous  Chief,  920 

The  firft  in  flight  from  pain,  hadft  thou  alledg'd 

To  thy  deferted  hoft  this  caufe  of  flight, 

Thou  furely  hadft  not  come  fole  fugitive. 

To  which  the  Fiend  thus  anfwer'd  frowning  ftern. 

Not 

gation,  by  joining  it  in  conftro£Uon  The  fierceft,  that  is  pain:  but  Thy 

with  what  goes  before ;  but  afldng  fierceft  is  right,  and  we  may  under- 

the  queftion  gives    a   fpirit   and  Hand  it  with  Dr.  Pearce  Thy  fierceft 

«[uicknefs  to  it.  attack,  or  with  Mr.  Richard/on  Thy 

926.  —  well  thou  knvwft  J  flood  fierceft  enemy.     Fierceft  is  ufed  as  a 

Tby  fierceft, \  Dr.  Bcntley  read*  fubftantive,  as  onr  author  often  ufes 

•dj^Uve^ 
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Not  that  I  lefe  indure,  or  fhrink  from  pain,         925 

Infulting  Angel;  well  thou  know* ft  I  flood 

Thy  fierceft,  when  in  battel  to  thy  aid 

The  blafting  volied  thunder  made  all  fpeed, 

And  feconded  thy  elfe  not  dreaded  fpear. 

But  ftill  thy  words  at  random,  as  before,  939 

Argue  thy  inexperience  what  behoves 

From  hard  affays  and  ill  fucceffes  pad 

A  faithful  leader,  not  to  hazard  all 

Through  ways,  of  danger  by  himfelf  untry'd: 

I  therefore,  I  alone  firft  undertook  935 

To  wing  the  defolate  abyfs,  and  fpy 

This  new  created  world,  whereof  in  Hell 

Fame  is  not  filent,  here  in  hope  to  find 

Better  abode,  and  my  aiflidted  Powers 

To  fetde  here  on  earth,  or  in  mid  air;  940 

Though  for  pofleffion  put  to  try  once  more 

What  thou  and  thy  gay  legions  dare  againft; 

Whofe  eafier  bufinefs  were  to  ferve  their  Lord 

High 

-adje&ira.    Dr.  Pearcc  gives  Vert-  but  'tis  wrong  no  doubt  The  word 

ral  inftances,  II.  278.  The  fenfibU  occurs  very  often  thereabouts,  and 

of  pain.  XI.  4.   The  pay  from  their  probably  occafionM  the  miftake* 

hearts.  XI.  497.  His  heft  of  man.  The  fenie  requires  it  to  be  The. 

028.  The  blaflini\  Thus  'tis  in  the  Richardfon* 
firft  edition,  the  fecond  has  it  Thy* 

Ggj  945- ^W 
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High  up  in  Heav'n,  with  fongs  to  hymn  hi9  throne, 
And  pradfcie'd  diftances  to  cringe,  not  fight.         945 

To  whom  the  warrior  Angel  icon  reply  M. 
To  fay  arid  ftrait  unfay,  pretending  firft 
Wife  to  fly  paio,  profeffing  next  the  fpy, 
Atgues  no  leader  but  a  liar  *rac'd, 
Satan,  and  couddft  thou  faithful  add?  O  name,  950 
O  facrcd  name  of  fiuthfutoefe  profan'd! 
Faithful  to  whom?  to  thy  rebcUioijs  crew? 
Army  of  Fiends,  fit  body  to  fit  head. 
Was  this  your  difcipline  and  faith  engag'd, 
Your  military  obedience,  to  diflcdve  955 

Allegiance  to  th'  acknowledged  Pow*r  fupreme? 
And  thou,  ffy  hypocrite,  who  now  wouldft  fcem 
Patron  of  liberty,  who  more  than  thou 
Once  fawn'd,  and  criqg'd,  and  fervily  ador'd 

Heav'n's 

945.    Jmf  fra&ic'd  iftancet  t$   A  Lariiufm,  and  vciy  emphaticaL 


4-7  X 

to  cringe,  not  fabtl  Dr.  Bcntfey  ha*  Ricbardfn. 

ftrangely  miftafcen  it.  966,  Andfeal  thee  fa,}  This  feerai 

902. *mt£\  To  decree,  to  to  allude  to  the  chaining  of  the  drm- 

tward.  gon,   that  old  ferpent,  which  is  tb$ 

965. — —  I  drag  thee]  The  pre-  Devil  and  Satan,  mentioned  in  the 

fpnt  tenfe  ufed  for  the  .future,  to  Revelation:  And be caft  him hf  the 

jfignify  the  immediate  execution  of  hottomle/s  pit,  and  Jbut  htm  upy  and 

foe  menace.  pme%  Jita/ra/*j**bim.XX.$.   M*m*. 
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Hcatr'n'sfcwful  monarch?  wherefore  bat  in  hope  96* 

To  dtfpoflfefs  him,  and  thyfelf  to  reign  ? 

But  mark  what  I  arrecd  thee  now,  Avant; 

Fly  thither  whence  thou  fkdft:  if  from  this  hour 

Within  thefe  hallowed  limits  thou  appear, 

Back  to  th'  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  chain'd,        965 

And  feal  thee  fo,  as  henceforth  not  to  fcorn 

The  facil  gates  of  Hell  too  flightly  barrU 

So  threaten'd  he;  but  Satan  to  no  threats 
Gave  heed,  but  waxing  more  in  rage  reply'cL 

Then  when  I  am  thy  captive  talk  of  chains,  970 
Proud  limitary  Cherub,  but  ere  then 
Far  heavier  load  thyfelf  expert  to  feel 
From  my  prevailing  arm,  though  Heaven's  king 
Ride  on  thy  wings,  and  thou  with  thy  compeers, 
Us'd  to  the  yoke,  draw'ft  his  triumphant  wheels  975 

In 

971.    Proud  Umtary  Cherub,  ]  limtanetts.   Digeft.      And  as  Mr. 

Thou  proud  prescribing  Angel  that  Thycr  farther  obferves,  the  word 

prefumeft  to  limit  me,  and  appoint  h  intended  as  a  fcornfal  fceer  upoa 

my  prifon,  according  to  Mr.  Hume,  what  Gabriel  had  juft  faid, 

Or  rather  limitary,  Jet  to  guard  the  _  if  from  Ah  hour 

bounds  5  a  taunt  inful  ting  the  good  witMn  ^  huli0^d  Undu  Aou 

Angel  as  one  employ  d  on  a  little  aoDear 

mean  office,  according  to  Mr.  Ri-  "^ 

chardfon.  For  limitary  (as  Dr.  Hey-  974.    Ride  c*  thy  wings,  8cc] 

lin  remarks)  is  from    limitaneus.  This  Teems  to  allude  to  £zekiel*s 

Militcs  limit  anei  are  foldiers  in  gar-  vinon,  where  four  Cherubims  are 

rifoa  upon  the  frontiers,    So  Dux  appointed  to  the  four  wheels :  And 

Gg4  tb* 
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In  progrtfs  through  the  road  of  Heav'n  ftar-pav'cL 
,  While  thus  he  fpake>  th*  angelic  fquadron  bright 
Turn'd  fiery  red,  iharp'ning  in  mooned  horns 
Their  phalanx,  and  began  to  hem  him  round 
With  ported  fpears,  as  thick  as  when  a  field       980 
Of  Ceres  ripe  for  harveft  waving  bends 

Her 


the  Cheruhims  £  J  lift  up  their  wings, 
and  the  wheels  befides  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the  God  of  IJratl  was  over 
them  above.  See  Chap.  I.  and  X. 
and  XI.  22. 

$77.  While  thus  be  fake,  &c] 
The  conference  between  Gabriel 
and  Satan  abounds  with  fentiments 
proper  for  the  occafion,  and  fuit- 
able  to  the  perfont  of  the  two 
fpeakers,  Satan  clothing  himfelf 
with  terror,  when  he  prepares  for 
the  combat,  is  truly  fubhme,  and 
at  leaft  equal  to  Homer's  deicrip- 
tion  of  Difcord  celebrated  by  Lon- 
ginus,  or  to  that  of  Fame  in  Vir- 
gil, who  are  both  represented  with 
their  feet  Handing  upon  the  earth, 
and  their  he.ads  reaching  above  the 
clouds.  Addifon. 

580.  With  perteJ  J^ears,)  Witk 
their  fpears  born  pointed  towards 
him.  A  military  term.    Hfime. 

980. — as  thick  as  when  afiel4kc!\ 
Jt  is  familiar  with  the  poets  to  com- 
pare an  army  with  their  fpears  and 
{words  to  a  field  of  Handing  corn. 
Homer  has  a  Jiroile  much  of  the 
&mp  nature,  comparing  the  mo- 


tions of  the  army  after  Agamem- 
non's fpeech  to  the  waving  of  the 
ears  of  corn.  Iliad.  II.  147. 

'ft;  P  in  injur*  Zi^ff&-  fi&iu 
AaCp®-  wouyt^w,  vwi  r  npjuti 

And  as  on  corn  when  wefbrn  gufli 

defcend, 
-  Before  the  blail  the  lofty  harvefts 

bend: 
Thus  o'er  the  field  the  moving  hod 

appears, 
With  nodding  plumes  and  groves 

of  waving  fpears.      Pope. 

986.  —  dilated  flood,  &c]  Our 
author  is  indebted,  I  fancy,  for 
this  nervous  expreffion  to  the  fol- 
lowing defcription  of  TauVs  Ar« 
gantes  addremng  himfelf  to  fight 
with  Tancred,  (Tier.  Lib.  Cant.  10. 
St.  iz. 


Ma  dhlefo  e  eretto  il  fero  Ar- 
gante. 

Difiefo  in  Italian  is  exactly  the  fame 
with  dilated  in  EngHfh,  and  ex- 
prefics  very  flrongly  the  attitude  of 
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Her  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind 

Sways  them;  the  careful  plowman  doubting  (lands, 

Left  on  the  threfliing  floor  his  hopeful  flieaves 

Prove  chaff.     On  th*  other  fide  Satan  alarm'd      985 

Collcding  all  his  might  dilated  flood, 

Like  Teneriff  or  Adas  unrcmov'd : 

His 

an  eager  and  undaunted  combatant,  Quantum  Athos,  aut  quantus  Eryx, 

where  rury  not  only  feems  to  ere&  aut  ipfe  corufcis 

and   inlarge  his  ftature,   but  ex-  Cum  fremit  ilicibus  quantus,  gau- 

pands  as  it  were  his  whole  frame,  detque  nivali 

and  extends  every  limb.    I  don't  Venice  fe  attollcns  pater  Apenni- 

remember  to  have  ever  before  met  nus  ad  auras, 
with  the  word  dilated  applied  in 

the  fame  manner  in  our  language.  Like  Eryx,  or  like  Athos  great  he 

shows, 

Like  Teneriff  or  Atlas   unre-  Qr  father  Apennine,  when  white 

mov'd:  with  fnows, 

So  Satan  in  Taflb,  Cant.  4-  St.  6.  His  head  divine  obfeure  in  clouds 

he  hides, 

Ne  pw  Calpe  4  inalza,  6 1  magno  ^nd  (hakes  the  founding  foreft  on 

Atlante,                             .  his  fides.        Dryden. 
Ch'  ansri  lui  non  parefle  un  pic* 

ciol  colle.  Mr.  Hume  fays  that  the  Peak  ef 


Teneriff  is    15  miles  high,    and 


„.~™,  unrefrov'd,  and  Spenfcrs  moft  that  wc  can  fappofe  is  that  it 
mtrefnved  truth.  See  the  note  on  ^  fJ  mile8  from  &e  very  && 
492.    Tfyer.  afcent  of  the  hill  till  you  come 

087  Like  Teneriff  or  Atlas  un-  dyo'  the  various  turnings  and  wind  - 
remov'd:]  Well  may  Satan  ings  to  the  top  of  all;  for  I  have 
be  liken'd  to  the  greateft  moun-  been  affurU  from  a  gentleman  who 
tains  and  be  faid  to  ftand  as  firm  meafar'd  it,  that  the  perpendicular 
*nd  immoveable  as  they,  when  highth  of  it  is  no  more  than  one 
Virgil  has  applied  the  fame  compa-  mfle  and  three  quarters. 
lifontp  his  hero,  iEn.  XII.  701. 
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His  ftattrre  reach'd  the  iky,  and  on  Lis  crcft 
Sat  horror  plam'd;  nor  wanted  in  his  grafp 
What  feem'd  both  fpear  and  fhield :   tiow  dreadfid 
deeds  ^go 

Might  have  en&ed,  nor  only  Paradife 
In  this  commotion,  but  the  ftarry  cope 

Of 

98$.  His  ffature  readfd  the  j£v,]      Suftinet,  JEtnaeos  efflantem  faud- 

it  is  probable  that  befides  Homer's  bus  ignes. 

Difcord,  Iliad.  IV.  44a.  ..,.,,., 

A  triple  pile  of  plumes  his  crcft 

Ot/^r?  truest  Mp*    ***  tsrc  adorn'd, 

^CaL  *„,.!  ^  wluch  Wlth  belching  flames 

X*»$fim+  OwmeraburnVl!    Dryden. 

and  Vlrrils  Fame,  IE*.  IV.  177.  -  , ,   , . 

qvq.--nor<u2<mttdinbugraft&x:.:\ 

Ingrediturque  folo>  et  caput  inter   This  is  (aid  to  fignify  that  he  want- 
aubik  cendit,  ed  not  arms,  tho'  he  was  but  jaft 

raifed  out  of  the  form  of  a  toad, 
sneation'd  in  a  note  above  by  Mr.  He  was  represented  as  in  arms, 
Addifon,  he  alluded  Kkewtfe  to  II.  812.  when  he  was  upon  the 
that  noble  description  in  the  book  point  of  engaging  with  Death;  and 
trf  Wiftlom,  XVIII.  16.  It  fucbed  we  muft  fuppofe  that  his  power,  as 
the  Haw**,  but  it  food  upon  tbi  an  Angel,  wasfuch,  that  he  could 
Bar  A.  atfume  diem  upon  oocafion  when- 

ever he  plealed. 
989.  Zut  bomr  plun?d\\  Horror 
is  peribnify'd,  and  is  made  the  991.  — - «*r c*fy  Pared*/* &c} 
plume  of  his  helmet;  and  how  This  repiefentation  of  what  muft 
much  nobler  an  idea  is  this  than  have  happened,  if  Gabriel  and  Sa« 
the  horfes  tails  and  fphinxes  and  tan  had  encouater'd,  i8  imaged  in 
dragons  and  other  terriWc  animals  thefc  few  lines  with  a  noblenefs 
on  the  helmets  of  the  ancient  he*  faitable  to  the  occafion,  and  is  aa 
roes,  or  even  than  the  Chimaera  improvement  upon  a  thought  in 
vomiting  flames  on  the  creft  of  Homer,  where  he  reprefents  the 
Turnus,  Mn.  VII.  785.  terrors  which  mull  have  attended 

the  conflict  of  two  fuch  powers  as 
Cui  tr^plicicrinitajuba  galea  alta   Jupiter  and  Neptune,  Iliad.  XV. 
Chinueram  224. 
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Of  Heaven  perhaps,  or  all  Ac  dements 

At  kaft  had  gone  to  wrack,  difturb'd  and  torn 

With  violence  of  this  conflid,  had  not  loon       995 

Th*  Eternal  to  prevent  fuch  horrid  fray 

Hung  forth  in  Heav'n  his  golden  (bales,  yet  feen 

Betwixt  Aitrea  and  the  Scorpion  fign, 

Wherein 


— -  yaLKA  yap  m  p*X** tirv' 

do/}o  *>*>*  AKKoi9 

Aft?/*    tBlfe* 

And  all  the  Gods  that  round  old 

Saturn  dwell, 
Had  heard  the  thunders  to  the 

deeps  of  Hell.      Pope. 

996.  W  Eternal  toprraent  fiub 
horrid  fray]  llie  breaking 
off  the  <ombat  between  Gabriel 
imd  Saten,  by  the  hanging  oat  of 
the  golden  fcales  in  Heaven,  is  a 
refinement  upon  Homer's  thought, 
who  tells  us  that  before  the  battel 
between  He&or  and  Achilles,  Ju- 
piter weighed  the  event  of  it  in  a 
pair  of  fcales.  The  reader  may 
fee  the  whole  paflage  in  the  226. 
Diad.  Virgil  before  the  laft  deci- 
five  combat  defcribes  Jupiter  in  the 
fame  manner,  as  weighing  the  fates 
of  Turnus  and  iEneas.  Milton, 
tho*  he  fetch'd  this  beautiful  cir- 
cumftance  from  the  Iliad  andjfcneid, 
■does  not  only  infert  k  as  a  poeti- 
cal embelliftunent,  like  the  authors 
above  mentioned;  but  makes  an 
artfy  ufe-of  it  for  the  proper  car- 


rying on  of  his  fable,  and  for  the 
breaking  off  the  combat  between 
the  two  warriors,  who  were  upon 
the  point  of  engaging.  To  this 
we  may  further  add,  mat  Milton  it 
the  more  juftiry'd  in  this  paflage, 
as  we  find  the  &me  noble  allegory 
in  holy  Writ,  where  a  wicked 
prince,  fome  few  hours  before  he 
was  afiaulted  and  flam,  is  faid  to 
have  been  weighed  m  the  fcales,  and 
to  home  been  found  wanting. 

Addifoa. 

997.  — —  Bis  golden  fcales,"]  So 
they  are  in  Homer  3£pv?««  r*- 
W7*,  both  where  he  weighs  the 
deftinies  of  the  Greeks  and  Tro- 
jans in  book  the  8th,  and  the  fates 
of  He&or  and  Achilles  in  book 
the  2  2d.  And  this  figure  of  weight- 
ing the  deftinies  of  men  appeared 
fo  beautiful  to  fucceeding  poets, 
that  jEfchylus  (as  we  are  inform'd 
by  Plutarch  in  his  treatife  of  Hear- 
ing the  poets)  writ  a  tragedy  upon 
this  foundation,  which  ne  intitled 
•^w^orAffiA  or  the  'weighing  of 
fouls* 

998.  Betwixt  Aftrea  and  the  Scor- 
pion Jign,]  Libra  or  the  Scales 

k 
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Wherein  all  things  created  firft  he  weigh'd, 

The  pendulous  round  earth  with  balaoc'd  air    icoo 

In  countcrpoifc,  now  ponders  all  events, 

Battels 


is  one  of  the  twelve  figns  of  the 
zodiac,  as  Afirea  (or  Virgo  the 
Virgin)  and  Scorpio  alfo  arc.  This 
does  at  it  were  realize  the  fi&ion, 
and  gives  consequently  a  greater 
force  to  it.  Richardfon. 

This  allufion  to  the  fign  Libra  in 
the  Heavens  is  a  beauty  that  is  not 
in  Homer  or  Virgil,  and  gives  this 
paflage  a  manifeft  advanuge  over 
both  their  defcriptions. 

999.  Wherein  all  things  created 
firft  be  weigh'd,  &c]  This 
fX  weighing  the  creation  at  firft 
and  of  all  events  fmce  gives  us  a 
fublime  idea  of  providence,  and  is 
conformable  to  the  iUle  of  Scrip- 
ture, Job  XXVIII.  25.  To  make  the 
weight  for  the  winds,  and  he  weigb- 
tth  the  waters  by  meafitre.  Chap. 
XXXVII.  16.  Doff  thou  know  th 
balancings  of  the  clouds  f  Ifaiah  XL. 
12.  Who  weighed  the  mountains  in 
fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance? 
And  then  for  weighing  particular 
events  fince  fee  1  Sam.  II.  3.  By 
him  a&ions  are  weighed.  Prov.  XVI. 
i.  The  Lord  weigheth  the /pints.  I 
do  not  recollett  an  inilance  of 
weighing  battels  particularly,  but 
there  is  foundation  enough  for  that 
in  Homer  and  Virgil  as  we  have 
feen;  and  then  for  weighing  king* 
Jems  we  fee  an  inftance  in  Belihaz- 
;zar,  and  it  is  faid  exprefsly,  Dan. 
V-  *6>  27.    Gtrd  hath  number' d  thy 


kingdom*  and  fimflfd  it,  thorn  art 
weighed  in  the  balances.  So  finer/ 
hath  Milton  improved  upon  the 
fi&ions  of  the  poets  by  the  eternal 
truths  of  holy  Scripture. 

1003.  The  fequcl  each  of  parting 
and  of  fight}]  Dr.  Bentley  reads 
The  fignal  each  Sec.  To  underftand 
which  of  thefe  two  readings  fuits 
the  place  beft,  let  us  confider  the 
poet's  thought,  which  was  this: 
God  put  in  the  golden  fcales  two 
weights :  in  the  one  fcale  he  put 
the  weight,  which  was  the  feqntl 
(that  is  reprefented  the  conic* 
ouence)  of  Satan's  parting  from 
them;  in  the  other  fcale  he  pat 
the  weight,  which  was  the  fetpul 
of  Satan's  fighting:  neither  of  the 
fcales  had  any  thing  in  it  imme- 
diately relating  to  Gabriel :  and 
therefore  Dr.  Bentley  miftakes  (I 
think)  when  he  fays,  that  the 
Afcending  weight,  Satan's,  was  the 
fignal  to  him  of  defeat;  the  de- 
fcending,  Gabriel's,  the  fignal  to 
him  of  victory :  they  were  both 
fignals  (if  fignals)  to  Satan  only, 
for  he  only  was  weigh'' d9  ver.  1012; 
or  rather  they  fhow'd  him  what 
would  be  the  confeouence  both  of 
his  lighting  and  of  his  retreating. 
The  fcale,  in  which  lay  the  weight, 
that  was  the  feauel  of  hh  fighting, 
by  afcending  fhow'd  him  that  he 
jyas  light  in  arms,  and  could  not 

obtain 
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Battels  and  realms:  in  thefe  he  put  two  weights 

The  fequel  each  of  parting  and  of  fight; 

The  latter  quick  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam  j 

Which 


obtain  vi&oiy ;  whereas  the  other 
fcale,  in  which  was  the  feqmtl  of 
his  farting  or  retreating,  having  de- 
fended, it  was  a  fign  that  his  go- 
ing off  quietly  would  be  his  wifeft 
and  weightieft  attempt.  The  reader 
will  excufe  my  having  been  fo  long 
in  this  note,  when  he  confiders  that 
Dr.  Bentley  and  probably  many 
others  have  mifunderftood  Milton's 
thought  about  the  fcales,  judging 
of  it  by  what  they  read  of  Jupiter's 
fcales  in  Homer  and  Virgil ;  the 
account  of  which  is  very  different 
from  this  of  Milton;  for  in  them 
the  fates  of  the  two  combatants 
are  weighed  one  againft  the  other, 
and  the  defcent  of  one  of  the  fcales 
forefhow'd  the  death  of  him  whofc 
fate  lay  in  that  fcale,  quo  vtrgat 
fonder e  lethum:  whereas  in  Milton 
nothing  is  weighed  but  what  relates 
to  Satan  only,  and  in  the  two  fcales 
are  wcigh'd  the  two  different  events 
of  his  retreating  and  his  fightings 
From  what  has  been  faid  it  may 
appear  pretty  plainly,  that  Milton 
by  ftquel  meant  the  confequence  or 
tyent,  as  it  is  exprefs'a  in  ver. 
1001.  and  then  there  will  be  no 
occafion  for  Dr.  Bentley's  fignal ; 
both  becaufe  it  is  a  very  improper 
word  in  this  place,  and  becaufe  a 
fignal  of  farting  and  of  fight,  can 
be  nothing  elfe  than  a  fignal  when 
to  part  and  when  to  fight ;  which 
he  will  not   pretend  to   be  the 


poet's  meaning.  Pearc*. 

It  may  be  proper,  before  we  con- 
clude, to  produce  the  parages  out 
of  Homer  and  Virgil,  whereof  f# 
much  has  been  faid,  that  the  reader 
may  have  the  fatisfaction  of  com- 
paring them  with  our  author,  Iliad. 
111.  69. 


G 


KOJ  TOT!  «T»  xpu*#*  *»*7*p  m* 

Er  /•  17/62/  <Pvo  «»f  f  TAvitKiyiQ* 

$etva.TQtc, 
Tpauv  8*  wvof&fJLvv,  Kdi  A^«e/- 

E**«  /*  (AtrfA  A*£*r,  fwrt  J* 
eufipw  np*f  Afceuw. 

Ai  fitr  A%«##r  xifpff  %rt  x^"* 
m*\v£oT&M 

E£«3W  Tp««r  /«  *■£?*  *&9C9 

f Upl/F  *f  pfltf. 

The  Sire  of  Gods  his  golden  fcalet 

fufpends, 
With  equal  hand:  in  thefe  ex- 

plor'd  the  fete 
Of  Greece  and  Troy,  and  pois'd 

the  mighty  weight. 
Prefs'd  with  its  load  the  Grecian 

balance  lies 
Low  funk  on  earth,  the  Trojaa 

ftrikes  the  flues.      Pope. 

The  fame  lines,  mutatis  mutandis, 
are  apply'd  to  Heclor  and  Achilles 

in 
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Which  Gabriel  fpying,  thus  befpake  the  Fiend.  1005 
Satan,  I  know  thy  ftrength,  and  thou  know' ft  mine! 
Neither  our  own  but  giv'n ;  what  folly  then 
To  boaft  what  arms  can  do  ?  fince  thine  no  more 
Than  Heav'n  permits,  nor  mine,  though  doubled  now 

To 


in  the  2zd  book,  and  there  are  thus 
tranflated. 

Jove  lifts  the  golden  balances,  that 

(how 
The  fates  of  mortal  men,   and 

things  below: 
Here  each  contending  hero's  lot 

he  tries, 
And  weighs  with  equal  hand  their 

deftinies. 
Low  finks  the   fcale  furcharg'd 

with  HecWs  fate ; 
Heavy  with  death  it  finks,  and 

Hell  receives  the  weight. 

The  pafiage 
JEn*  XII.  72 


in  Virgil  is  fhorter, 


725. 

Jupiter  ipfe  duas  sequato  examine 

lances 
Suitinet,  et  fata  imponit  diverfa 

duo  rum; 
Quern  damnet  labor,  et  quo  vergat 

pondere  lethum. 

Jove  fets  the  beam;  in  either  fcale 

he  lays 
The  champion's  fate,   and  each 

exactly  weighs. 
On  this  fide  life,  and  lucky  chance 

afcends : 
Loaded  with  death,   that  other 

fcale  defcends.     Dryden. 


Every  reader,  who  compares  thefe 
paflages  with  our  author,  muft  fee 
plainly  that  the'  there  is  feme  re- 
femblance,  yet  there  is  alfo  great 
difference.     There  are  ? olden  fc ales 
in  Homer  as  well  as  in  Milton; 
but  Milton  in  fome  meafure   au- 
thorizes the  fi&ion  by  making  his 
fcales  the  balance  in  die  Heavens. 
In  Homer  and  Virgil  the  comba- 
tants are  weigh'd  one  againft  ano- 
ther;  but  here  only  Satan  is  weigh'd, 
in  one  fcale  the  confequence  of  his 
retreating,   and  of  his  fighting  in 
the  other.     And  there  is  this  far- 
ther improvement,  that  in  Homer 
and  Virgil  the  fates  are  weigh Vi  to 
(atisfy  Jupiter  himfelf,  but  here  it 
is  done  only  to  fatisfy  the  con- 
tending parties,  for  Satan  to  read 
his  own  deftiny.     So  that  when 
Milton  imitates  a  fine  paflagc,  he 
does    not  imitate  it  fervily,    but 
makes  it  as  I  may  fay  an  original 
of  his  own  by  his  manner  of  vary- 
ing and  improving  it. 

1008.  —fince  thine  no  more 
Than  Heav  n  permits,  nor  mint,] 

thine  and  mine  refer  to  flrengtb,  ver. 

1006.    not   to  arms   the   fubftan- 

tive  preceding.    Dr.  Bentley  reads 

firength  initcad  of  arms. 

1012.  Wbtrn 
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To  trample  thee  as  mire:  for  proof  look  up,     10 10 

And  read  thy  lot  in  yon  celeftial  fign, 

Where  thou  art  weigh'd,  and  (hown  how  light,  how 

weak, 
If  thou  refift.    The  Fiend  look'd  up,  and  knew 
His  mounted  fcale  aloft :  nor  more;  but  fled 
Murm'ring,  and  with  him  fled  the  fhadc§  of  night.  1  o  1 5 

1012.  Where  thorn  art weigh* J,  and  BeHhazzar,  Dan.  V.  27.  Thou  art 
Jbonvn  how  light,  how  iveaki]  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  art  found 
He  does  not  make  the  afcending  wanting.  So  true  it  is,  that  Milton 
fcale  the  fign  of  victory  as  in  Ho-  oftner  imiutes  Scripture  than  Ho- 
mer and  Virgil,  but  of  lightnefs  sner  and  Virgil,  even  where  he  ia 
and  weakneft  according  to  that  of  thought  to  imitate  them  mon\ 


The  end  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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THE     ARGUMENT. 

Morning  approach'd,  Eve  relates  to  Adam  her  trou- 
blefome  dream;  he  likes  it  not,  yet  comforts  her: 
They  come  forth  to  their  day  labors :  Their  morn- 
ing nymn  at  die  door  of  their  bower.    God  to 

•  render  man  inexcufkble  fends  Raphael  to  admonifh 
him  of  his  obedience,  of  his  free  cftate,  of  his 
enemy  near  at  hand,  who  he  is,  and  why  his 
enemy,  and  whatever  elfe  may  avail  Adam  to 
know.  Raphael  comes  down  to  Paradifc,  his  ap- 
pearance defcrib'd,  his  coming  difcern'd  by  Adam 
afar  off  fitting  at  the  door  of  his  bower;  he  goes 
out  to  meet  him,  brings  him  to  his  lodge,  enter- 
tains him  with  the  choiceft  fruits  of  Paradife  got 
together  by  Eve;  their  difcourfe  at  table:  Raphael 
performs  his  meffagc,  minds  Adam  of  his  ftatc 

:  and  of  his  enemy;  relates  at  Adam's  remieft  who 

'  that  enemy  is,  and  how  he  came  to  be  to,  begin- 
ning from  his  firft  revolt  in  Heaven,  and  the  oc- 
cafion  thereof;  how  he  drew  his  legions  after  him 
to  the  parts  of  the  north,  and  there  incited  them 
to  rebel  with  him,  perfuading  all  but  only  Abdiel 
a  Seraph,  who  in  argument  diflfuades  and  oppofes 
him,  then  forfakes  him. 
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NO W morn  her  rofy  fteps  in  th'eaftern  clime 
Advancing)  fow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearly 
When  Adam  wak'd,  fo  cuftom'd,  for  his  fleep 
Was  aery  light  from  pure  digeftion  bred, 
And  temp'rate  vapors  bland,  which  th'  only  found  £ 

;'  Of 

t 

i.  Ifamemh&roJjrftt*]~Thi$  And  he  ob&mt  that  Lutrethi^ 
is?  the  morning  of  the  day  after  metaphor  hamm  conferit  ar*ua  wants 
Satan's  coming  to  the  earth;  and  much  of  the  propriety  of  Milton's 
as  Homer  makes  the  morning  with  /wV  the  earth  with  orient  pearl* 
rob  *fi*ge**>  }h#9#&%\vK®'  H«f»  fince  the  dew-drops  have  fomething 
IBad.  I.  477*  the  rojy-finger'd  mom*  of  the  fliape  add  appearance  of 
fo  Milton,  gives  her  rofy  fteps*  and  fcatter'd  feeds. 
VI.,  3.  a  rofy  band.    The  morn  is 

firft  gray,  then  rofy  upon  the  nearer       c.  —  <wbicb  tP  only  found  &c] . 
approach  of  die  fan.    And  (he  is    Wiicb  refers  to  flnp*   and  not  to 
f£d  to  fvw  the  earth  &c.  by  the   vapors  the  fubftantive  immediately 
fame  fort  of  metaphor  as  Lucretius   preceding.    I  mention  this  becaufe 
fays  of  the  fun,  II.  2  u.  it  has  been  miftaken.     It  is  cer^ 

,     .         „  .  tainly  more  proper  to  fey  that  thev 

—  et  lumme  confent  arva.  ^  of  leave8  ^  /cng  of  by^ 

Mr.Thyeradds  that  the  fame  al-  ^P"*?1  M  *"J  J"*™-  n  Th*' 
legorical  dcfcription  he  remembers  expwffion  >"bfi~*  (as  Dr  Pearce; . 
toT have  fceafcWhere  in  Shake-   ^V0*8™?.  ^^  the  fame 

fpear,    and  mow  poetically  ex-   ™<h  ™*  »  YnJ 1.23*  ^  WW^T 
r^,j  .  *  fctent ;  in  both  which  places  only. 

*^^     *  fignifies  alone;  the  only  found,   for. 

.  —  The  mom  in  Caffron  robe         there  was  none  other;  and  it  is  .'to 

Walks  o'er  the  dew  of  yon  high  be  underftood  as  meant  of  the  ma* 

eaftern  bill.  tin  fing  of  the  birds*  as  wall  as  of . 

H  h  2  the 
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Of  leaves  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  fa?, 
Lightly  difpers'd,  and  the  fhrill  matin  fong 
Of  feirds  on  every  bough;  fo  much  the  more 
His  wonder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve 
With  treffes  difcompos'd,  and  glowing  cheek,         10 
As  through  unquiet  reft :  he  on  his  fide 
Leaning  half  rais'd,  with  looks  of  cordial  love 
Hung  over  her  enamour'd,  and  beheld 
Beauty,  which  whether  waking  or  afleep, 
Shot  forth  peculiar  graces  $  then  with  voice  i$ 

Mild, 

\ht  found  of  leaves  and  fuming  Alls.  —  Kai  [a*  tufa*  a* 

Fuming  ritfs,  for  fumes  or  fleams  Tp/'   «to    jt^er®"    fitop&fmn 
rife  from  the  water  in  the  morning  y  Cm  or. 

according  to  ver.  1 86. 

YeMifbandExhalationsthatnow  ^itft^tt 

From  hill  or  f  earning  lake  far,  in  V&*  **  VIIL  456. 

but  they  do  not  make  a  noife  as  Evandrum  ex  humi(i   tedo  lux 

fuming,  but  only  as  rills.     Aurora's  n    fufcitat  alma, 

fan,  the  fanning  winds  among  the  Et  matutini  volucrum  fub  culmine 

leayes  may  be  properly  call'd  the  .     cantus- 

fan  of  the  morning,  and  it  is  not  The  chearfal  mom  fklutcs  Ey$Xkm 

unufual  to  refer  a  thing  which  fol-  der's  eyc$ 

lows  two  fubftantives  to  die  firft  And  fongs  of  chirping  birds  invite 

of  the  two  only.     Ugbtfy  differ s%  ante        Dryden. 
Dr.  Bentley  iays  that  dtfrel  Jleef  is 

better  than  difterfe  it:  but  tho'  to  And  Erminia likewife  in  Taflb  by 
Sfpelfleep  may  be  the  more  ufual  <  the  fweet  noife  of  birds,  winds, 
expreffion,  yet  to  difterfefleef  may  and  waters.  Cant.  7.  St.  5. 
be  juftify'd  by  very  great  autho- 
rity,  for  Sophocles  makes  ufe  of  Non  ft  deftd  fin  che  garrir  gli  aa- 
the  very  fame.    Soph.   Trachin.  geili 

998.  Non  (end  lied,  e  (aktar  gli  albori, 
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Mild,  as  when  Zcphyrus  on  Flora  breathes,' 
Her  hand  foft  touching,  whifper'd  thus.  Awake 
My  faireft,  my  efpous'd,  my  lateft  found, 
Heav'n's  laft  beft  gift,  my  ever  new  delight, 
Awake  >  the  morning  fhihes,  and  the  frefh  field    20 
Calls  us;  we  lofe  the  prime,  to  mark  how  fpring 
Our  tended  plants,  how  blow*  the  citron  grove, 
What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed, 
How  nature  paints  her  colors,  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  fweet.  25 

Such 

E  mormorarc  il  fiume*  e  gli  ar-  foft  weftern  gales  breathe  on  the 

bofcelli,  flowers.      Exceeding  poetical  and 

£  con  Fonda  fcherzar  l'aura,  e  co'  beautiful.  Richard  fan. 

fiori.  For  this  delightful  fimile  Milton 

/The  birds  awak'd  her  with  their  ^^f^^'^fiT'4 
morning  font  Johnfon  m  his  Mafic  of  Lev* 

■■  Their  warding  mafic  piercM  her  r'cmcil'dt'  Virt**- 

tender  ear,  The  fair  will  think  you  do  'em 

The  murxh'ring  brooks,  and  whift-  wrong, 

ling  winds  among  Go  choofe  among  — —  but  with  a 

The  rattling  boughs  and  leaves,  mind 

their  part  did  bear.     Fairfax.  As  gentle  as  the  firoaking  wind 

.-tPonhfiund]  This  Dr.  Bent-  ^s  o'er  the  gentler  flowers. 

have  it  to  be  early  found:  but  the  21.  —  w  lofe  the  prime,]  The 

prefent  reading  is  countenanced  by  P^*  °*   &c  &*Y>  as  he  calls  it 

the  following  fine  in  Spenfer,  Fairy  elfewhere 

Queen,  B.  5.  Cant.  1 1.  St.  30.  —  that  fweet  hour  of  prime, 

As  if  the  only  found  thereof  flic  vcr-  «7°* 

fear'd.        Tbyer.  and  IX.  200. 

16.  Mild,    aj  when  Zepbyrus  on     The  feafon  prime  for  fweeteft  fenti 
Flora  breathes,]  As  when  the  and  airs. 

x    ,-.  Hh3  The 
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Such  whifp'riog  wak'd  her,  bat  with  ftartkd  ejft 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing*  thus  Ac  fpake. 

O  fole  in  whqm  my  thoughts  find  all  repofe, 
My  glory,  my  perfection,  glad  I  fee 
Thy  face,  and  morn  returned ;  for  I  this  Jaight  -        30 
(Such  night  till  this  I  never  pafs'd)  have  drcarn'd, 
If  dream'd,  not  as  I  0ft  am  wont,  of  thee, 
Works  of  day  paft,  or  morrow's  next  defign/ 

But 

The  word  is  ufed  by  Chaucer  and  between  Adam  and  Eve,  had  hi 
Spenfcr,  as  in  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i.  eye  very  frequently  upon  die  book 
Cant.  6.  St.  1 3.  of  Canticles,  in  which  there  is  a 

They  all,  as  glad  as  birds  of  joy.  nobIe  ¥rit  of  «■*»*  P0**^  *** 
ous  prime.  "very  often  not  unlike  what  we 

meet  with  in  Homer,  who  is  ge- 
t6.  Such  vjhiffring  waVd  her,']  heraHy  placVi  near  the  age  of  So- 
We  were  told  in  the  foregoing  lomon.  I  think  there  is  no  one- 
book  how  the  evil  Spirit  practiced  fHon  but  the  poet  in  the  preceding 
upon  Eve  as  toe  lay  afleep,  in  or-  fpeech  remember'd  thofc  two  na£ 
dcr  to  infpire  her  wkh  thoughts  of  feges  which  are  fpoken  on  the  lie 
vanity,  pride,  and  ambition.  The  occafion,  and  filVd  with  the  fame 
author,  who  (hows  a  wonderful  art  pleafing  images  of  nature,  Cant, 
throughout  his  whole  poem,  in  pre-  II.  10,  &c.  My  beloved  /pake  and 
paring  the  reader  for  the  feveral  find  unto  me,  Rife  up,  my  love,  my 
occurrences  that  arifeinit,  founds  fair  one,  and  come  avjay -,  for  U  the 
upon  the  above- mentfonU  circum-  nvinter  is  pafi,  the  rain  is  over  and 
ftance  the^nrft  part  of  the  fifth  gone,  the  fiovjers appear  on  the  earth* 
book.  Adam  upon  his  awaking  the  time  of  the  finging  of  birds  U 
finds  Eve  mil  afleep,  with  an  unu-  tome,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is 
fcal  difcompofare  in  her  looks,  heard  in  our  land.  The  fig-tree  p**- 
The  pofture  in  which  he  regards  teth  forth  her  green  figs,  and  the 
her,  is  defcribed  with  a  tendernefs  vines  with  the  tender  grapes  ghve  a 
not  to  be  exprefs'd,  as  the  whifper  gcodfmell.     Arife  my  love,  my  fair 

with  which  he  awakens  her,  is  the   one,  and  come  away. Cant.  VH. 

fofteft  that  ever  was  convey'd  to  a  1 1,  12.  Come,  my  Beloved,  let  us  gm 
lover's  ear,  I  cannot  but  take  no-  firth  into  the  field,  let  us  get  up  eark 
dee  that  Milton,  in  the  conferences  *  the  vineyards,  let  us  fee  if  the  vine 
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But  of  offenfe  and  trouble,  which  my  miftd 

Knew  never  till  this  irkfome  night:  mcthought    35 

Clofe  at  mine  ear  one  call'd  me  foi^h  to  walk 

With  gentle  voice,  I  thought  h  thine;  it  fcid, 

Why  fleep'ft  thou  Eve?  now  is  the  pleafant  time, 

The  cool,  the  fikot,  &?e  where  filerice  yields 

To  the  night-warbling  hard,  that  now  awake       40 

Tunes  fweeteft  his  love-labor?d  fong*  now  reigfls 

Full 


DT- 


flotifify  whether  the  tender  trapes  *p~ 
fear,  ami the  pomegranate  tout  forth. 
— —  His  preferring  the  garden  of 
Eden  to  that, 

—  where  die  {anient  kini 
Held  dalliance  with  his  fair 
dan  fpoufe,    IX.  443. 

/hows  that  the  poet  had  this  de- 
Jightfal  fcene  in  view.    Addzfon. 

35.        —methought 

Clofe  at  mine  ear  Sec  j  Eve's  dream 
it  fall  of  those  high  conceits  im- 
gendring  pride,  which  we  are  told 
the  Devil  endevor'd  to  inftil  into 
her.  Of  this  kind  is  that  part  of 
it  where  fhe  fancies  herfelf  awalc- 
en'd  by  Adam  in  die  following 
beaatiful  lines, 

Why  flcep'ft  thou  Ere  ?  far*. 

An  injudicious  poet  would  have 
made  Adam  talfe  thro'  the  whole 
work  in  fucb  fentiments  as  thefe: 
bat  flattery  and  falfhood  are  not 
the  coortihip  of  Milton's  Adam, 
and  could  not  be  heard  by  Eve  in 
her  ftate  of  innocence,  excepting 


only  in  a  dream  produced  on  por- 
pofe  to  taint  her  imagination.  Other 
vain  fentiments  of  the  fame  kind 
in  this  relation  of  her  dream  will 
be  obvious  to  every  reader.  The? 
die  cataftrophc  of  the  poem  is 
finely  nrciaged  on  this  occafion, 
the  particulars  of  it  are  fo  artfully 
ihaoowed,  that  they  do  not  anr> 
cipate  the  ftory  which  follows  in 
the  ninth  book.  I  (hall  only  add, 
that  tho'  the  vifion  idelf  is  founded 
upon  truth,  the  circumftances  of  it 
are  full  of  that  wildnefs  and  incon- 
fiflency,  which  are  natural  to  a 
dream.        Ad£fm. 

41.  Tunes  fweeteft  his  love-labor*  d 
/ongi}  gpenfer  in  his  Epi- 
thalamion,  a  poem  which  Milton 
feems  often  to  imitate,  has  it «« the 
"  hirds  low-learned  Jong.  We  muft 
farther  obferve  that  our  author 
takes  great  liberties  in  his  ufe  of  tho 
genders,  fometimes  making  Mm  and 
her  and  it  of  die  feme  thing  or 
creature.  We  have  a  very  remark* 
able  inftancc  in  VI  878. 
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Full  orb'd  the  moon,  and  with  more  pleafing  light 
Shadowy  fets  off  the  face  of  things;  in  vain, 
If  none  regard)  JSeav'n  wakes  with  all  his  eye*, 
Whom  to  behold  but  thee,  Nature's  defire?         43 
In  whofe  fight  ajl  things  joy,  with  Faviforoent 
Attrafted  by  thy  beauty  ftill  to  gaze. 
I  rofc  as  at  thy  call,  butfoun4  thee  not; 
To  find  thee  I  direfied  then  my  walk; 
And  on,  methought,  alone  I  pafs'd  through  ways    59 
That  brought  me  on  a  fudden  to  the  tree 
Of  interdicted  knowledge :  fair  it  feem'd, 
Much  fairer  to  my  fancy  than  by  day: 
And  as  I  wond?ring  looked,  befide  it  flood 
One  fhap'd  and  wing'd  like  one  of  thofe  from  Heaven 

By 

Difburden'd  Hcav?n  rejoic?d  and     —  Hcav*n  wakes  with  all  bis  eyes, 

H^muXbtach,    returning  tto\commqdy#he «fit  Beaw.  fc. 

whence  it  roUM.  *  gf. ln  th?  *an,,une  *cnder'  *  » 

_VJU.  205. 

The  nightingale,  tho*  it  is  the  cock  —  Heav'n.open'd  wide 

that  lings,  he  makes  ufually  of  the     Her  ever  during  gates  - 
feminine  gender  as  in  IV.  602.  '         .     ,„. 

and  again,  VII.  574. 

—  the  wakeful  nightingale  5  _  He  through  Heaven 

Sb<  all  night  long  her  amorous     That  open'd  wide  ber  bhaw*  por- 
defcant  fung.  tals  6f  r. 

See  likewife  III.  40.  VII.  436.  But  The  reafon  of  this  alteration  of  the 
here  he  fays  bis  kn>t-l*bor>  d  J6ng>  as  genders  the  judicious  reader,  when 
the  fpeech  is  addrefsVi  to  Eve.  he  examines  each  paiTage,  will 
And  for  the  fame  reafon  he  fays  cafily  perceive. 

44.  —  Himfm 
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By  us  oft  fcen;  his  devfry  locks  diftilTd  _  ^ 

Ambrofia;  pn  that  tree  he  alfo  gaz'd; 
And  O  fkir  plant,  faid  he?  with  fruit  furcharg'd, 
Deigns  none  to  eafe  thy  load  and  tafte  thy  fweet, 
Nor  God,  nor  Man  ?  is  knowledge  fo  defpis'd  ?       60 
Or  envy',  or  what  referve  forbids  to  tafte  I 
Forbid  who  will,  aone  fhall  from  me  withhold 
Longer  thy  offer'd  good,  why  elfe  fet  here? 
This  faid,  he  paus'd  not,  but  with  ventrous  arm 
He  pluck'd,  he  tafted;  me  damp  horror  chill'd    6& 
Atfuch  bold  words  vouched  with  a  deed  fo  bold: 
But  he  thus  overjoy'd,  O  fruit  divine, 
jSweet  of  thyfelf,  but  much  more  fweet  thus  crept, 
forbidden  here,  it  feems,  as  only  fit 

For 

44. — Hiavht  wakes  with  all  bis  Corde  capeflere :  femita  Bulb  p*» 

«« J  Here  again  he  has  his  dem  ftabilibat. 

gato  Sperier  full  in  View,  B.  3.  Much  fairer  U  «,  fa  than 

Cant  11.  St.  4$.  by  day:-]  As  the  fenlationi 

—  with  how  many  eyes  are  often  more  pleaung,  and  the 

High  Heaven  beholds  tgc.^  images  more  lively,  when  we  are 

alleep  than  when  we  are  awake* 

49.  To  find  thee  1  direQed  then  tny  And  what  can  be  the  caufe  of  this  I 

nvalkj]  SoEnnios  apudCi-  Our  author  plainly  thinks  it  may 

peroneal,  pe  Divinat.  L  20.  be  effected  by  the  agency  of  forae 

—  itafola  Spiritual  being  upon  the  fenfory 

Poft  ilia,  getmana  fbror,  errare  while  we  are  aileep. 

/     videbar,  56.  —  bis  dewy  locks  diflilTd 

Tardaqne  veftigart,   ct  guacrere  JmbroJU;]  So  Virgil  of  Venus, 

te,  nequepofl*  £0,1.403. 

Am- 
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For  Gods,  yet  able  to  make  Gods  of  Men:         70 
And  why  not  Gods  of  Men,  fincc  good*  the  more 
Communicated,  more  abundant  grows,, 
The  author  not  impaired,  but  honor 'd  more? 
Here,  happy  creature,  fair  angelic  Eve, 
Partake  thou  alfo;  happy  though  thou  art,  75 

Happier  thou  may'ft  be,  worthier  canft  not  be: 
Tafte  this,  and  be  henceforth  among  the  Gods 
Thyfelf  a  Goddefs,  not  to  earth  confined, 
But  fpmetimes  in  the  air,  as  we,  fometimes 
Afcend  to  Heav'n,  by  merit  thine,  and  fee  89 

What  life  the  Gods  live  there,  and  fuch  live  thou. 
So  faying,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me  held, 
Ev'n  to  my  mouth  of  that  fame  fruit  held  part 
Which  he  had  pluck'd;  the  pleafant  favory  fmell 
So  quicken'd  appetite,  that  I,  mcthought,  8$ 

Could  not  but  tafte.    Forthwith  up  to  the  clouds 
With  him  I  flew,  and  underneath  beheld 
The  earth  outftrctch'd  immenfe,  a  profpeft  wide 

And 

Ambrofiaque  comae  divinum  rer-   osivetaefo  plac'd  between  the  two 

tice  odorexn  fentencos,  as  equally  to  relate  to 

gpiravere.  — -        Hume,  both,  and  in  the  fin  fcntence  the 

verb  be  is  nnderftood.    Pemrct. 
yg.  Bni  Jmtiinm  in  the  mr>  as       93,  —  fbut  E<us  bmr  night 
<we,fmeti*us  &c.]  71*  worda       &&/*/,]  Th«a  £vc  repeated  her 

dream. 
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And  various;  wond'riag  at  my  flight  and  change 
To  this  high  exaltation*  fuddcnly  90 

My  guide  was  gone,  audi,  raethought,  fhnkdown, 
And  fell  afieep;  but  O  how  glad  I  wak'd 
To  find  this  but  a  dream !  Thus  Eve  her  night 
Related,  and  thus  Adam  anfwcr*d  fad. 

Beft  image  of  myfelf  and  dearer  half,  4g 

The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts  this  night  in  flcep 
Affeds  me  equally*  qojr  can  1  like 
This  uncouth  dream,  of  evil  fprung  I  fear* 
Yet  evil  whence?  in  the?  can  harbour  none. 
Created  pure.    But  know  that  in  the  foul  io<| 

Are  many  leffer  faculties,  that  ferve 
Reafon  as  chief;  among  thefe  fancy  next 
Her  office  holds*  of  all  external  things, 
Which  the  five  watchful  fenfes  reprefent, 
She  forms  imaginations,  aery  fhapes,  105 

Which  reafon  joining  or  disjoining,  frames 
All  what  we'  afljrm  or  what  deny,  and  call 

Ouc 

dream.    Night  for  the  vifions  and       94*  — — •■  mnitbm  Adam]   Adam 

*  dreams  frequent  in  it.    So  SiL  leal,  conformable  to  his  fupenor  cha- 

JII.  216.  ra£ler  for    wifdosu  inihvds    and 

comforts  Eve  upon  this  occaiion. 
Promiffa  evolvit  fomni,  aoftemqa*  Addijm. 

retradtat        Hum. 

117.  Evil 
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Our  knowledge  or  opinion;  then  retires 

Into  her  private  cell  when  nature  refts. 

Oft  in  her  abfence  mimic  fancy  wakes  1 10 

To  imitate  her;  but  misjoining  fhapes, 

Wild  work  produces  oft,  and  moft  in  dreams, 

111  matching  words  and  deeds  long  paft  or  late. 

Some  fuch  rpfemblances  methinks  I  find 

Of  our  Utft  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream,      1 1£ 

But  with  addition  ftrange;  yet  hq  not  fa4. 

Evil  into  the  n>ii»d  of  Gpd  or  Man 

May  coipe  and  go,  fo  unapproved,  and  leave 

No  fpot  or  blame  behind:  Which  gives  me  hope 

That  what  in  fleep  thou  didft  abhor  to  dream,     1 20 

Waking  thou  never  wilt  confent  to  do. 

Be  pot  difhearten'd  then,  npr  cloud  thofe  looks, 

That  wont  jo  be  morechearfol  and  ferene,  . 

Thau 

11  j.  Evil  into  the  mind of G*d or  Nor  God  nor  Man?  -**■■ 
Man]  *God  here  muft  fignify 

Jhgel,  as  it  frequently  does  in  tha  a«jun  vcf-  7°-                           .'* 

poem.     For  God  cannot  be  tempted  — yet  able  to  make  Gods  of  Men* 
ninth  evil,  as  5t.  James  fays  (I.  1 3.) 

of  the  Supreme  Being.     And  Mil-  129.  So  cheat* d  be  Ins  fair  faufi, 

tea  had  juft  before  (as  Mr.  Thyer  andfhe  was  cheated,]  A  man- 

alfo  obferves)  nfed  the  term  God  in  ner  of  fpeaking  that  occurs  fome- 

the  fame  meaning,  ver.  59.  times  in  Scripture,    as  in  Jerem. 

XX.  7.  thou  baft  deceived  me,  and  1 

.  Deigns  none  to  eafe  thy  load  and  vmu  deceived. 
tafte  thy  fweet, 

137.  But 
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Than  when  fair  morning  firft  fmiles  on  the  world; 
And  let  us  to  our  fre(h  employments  rife  125 

Among  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  flowers 
That  open  now  their  choiceft  Bofom'd  fmells, 
Referv'd  from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  ftore. 
*  So  chear'd  he  his  fair  fpoufe,  and  (he  was  chear'd, 
But  filently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall  130 

From  either  eye,  and  wip'd  them  with  her  hair* 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  flood, 
Each  in  their  cryftal  fluce,  he  ere  they  fell 
Kifs'd,  as  the  gracious  figns  of  fweet  remorfc 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  offended.       13$ 

So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  the  field  they  hafte. 
But  firft,  from  under  ftiady  arborous  roof 
Soon  as  they  forth  were  come  to  open  fight 
Of  day-fpring,  and  the  fun,  who  fcarce  up  rifen, 

With 

137.  But  firft,  from  under  Jhady  morning  hymn  of  Adam  and  Eve 

arhdrous  roof  is  rcprcfented  as  faid  by  them  (at 

Soon  as  they  forth  were  come  Sec."]  one  and  the  fame  time)  from  under 

Dr.  Bendey  propofet  arbor's  roof:  the  roof  and  in  the  open  fight  of  the 

I  don't  know  why:  he  gives  us  no  fun :  which  is  a  contradiction.    The 

reafon,   and  1  can  think  of  none,  fenfe  plainly  requires  that  the  com* 

But  if  the  Doctor  has  made    a  ma  mould  be  as  we  have  plac'd  it ; 

change,  where  there  was  no  fault ;  and  the  conftrudtion  is,  But  firft  they 

he  has  let  a  very  confiderable  fault  lovAy  bow  d  adoring*  ver.  144.  asfoon 

in  this  paflage  efcape  without  any  as  tbty  were  come  forth  from  under 

change    or    obfervation.     As  the  the  roof  of  the  arbor.     Pearcc. 
comma  now  ftands  after  roof  the 

145.  —  each 
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With  wheels  yet  hovctttig  o'er  the  oceaA  brim,  140 
Shot  parallel  to  the  earth  his  dewy  ray, 
Difcovering  in  wide  laodfkip  all  the  caft 
Of  ParadHe  and  Eden's  happy  plains. 
Lowly  they  bow'd  adoring,  and  began 
Their  orifons,  each  morning  duly  paid  145 

In  various  ftile;  for  neither  various  ftile 
Nor  hdy  rapture  wanted  they  to  praife 
Their  Maker,  in  fit  ftniins  pronoune'd  or  ibng 
Unmeditated,  fuch  prompt  eloquence 
Flow'd  from  their  lips,  in  profe  or  numerous  verfe, 
More  tuneable  than  needed  lute  or  harp  151 

To 

j  4  j.  _  each  morning  duty  pmi  God's  works*  and  awaken  that  di* 
In  various  file;]  As  it  is  very  vine  enthufiafm,  which  is  fo  natu- 
well  known  that  oar  author  was  no  ral  to  devotion.  But  if  this  cafihvg 
friend  to  fet  forms  of  prayer,  it  is  upon  the  dead  parts  of  nature  u 
no  wonder  that  he  afcribes  extern-  at  all  times  a  proper  kind  of  wor- 
porary  effufions  to  our  firft  parents ;  (hip,  it  was  in  a  particular  manner 
but  even  while  he  attributes  (trains  fuitable  to  our  nrft  parents,  who 
tOTw^'/tf/^tothcm,  hehimfclf  imi-  had  the  creation  frem  upon  their 
tates  the  PfabnifL  minds,  and  had  not  feen  the-  v*« 

153.  Thefi  are  thy  glorious  works,  rious  difpenfations  of  Providence, 
&c.  J  The  morning  hymn  is  written  nor  consequently  could  be  acquaint- 
in  imitation  of  one  of  thofe  P&lms,  ed  with  thole  many  topics  of  praife, 
where  in  the  overflowings  of  gra-  which  might  afford  matter  to  the 
titude  and  praife  the  Pfalmift  calls  devotions  of  their  pofterky.  I  need 
not  only  upim  the  Angels,  but  up-  not  remark  the  beautiful  fpirit  of 
on  the  moA  confpicuous  parts  of  poetry,  which  runs  thro' this  whole 
the  inanimate  creation,  to  join  with  hymn,  nor  theholine&of  that  rc- 
him  in  extolling  their  common  fohmoQ  with  which  it  concludes* 
Maker.  Invocations  of  this  nature  Jd&jmu 

fill  the  mind  with  glorious  ideas  of 

The 
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To  add  more  fWeetnefs*  and  they  thus  began. 

Thefe  are  thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of  good* 
Almighty,  thiiie  this  univerfal  frame, 
Thus  wondrous  fair  $  thyielf  how  wondrous  then! 
Unfpeakable,  who  fitft  above  thefe  HeaYensf   '   156 
To^is  invifible,  for  dimly  feen 
In  thefe  thy  loweft  works*  yet  thefe  declare 
Thy  goodnefs  beyond  thought^  and  pow'r  divine. 
Speak  ye  who  beft  can  tell,  ye  fons  of  light,       160 
Angels;  for  ye  behold  him,  and  with  fongs 
And  choral  fymphonies,  day  without  night, 
Circle  his  throne  rejoicing ;  ye  in  Heaven, 

On 

The  author  has  rai&d  Our  eipecta-  thefrft  author  of beauty  hath  treated 

tion  by  commending  the  various  them.    But  if  they  were  aftomjbed 

title,  and  holy  rapture,  and  prompt  at  their  power  and  virtue,  let  them 

eloquence  of  our  firft  parents  ;   and  underftand  ho  them,  bow  much  migb- 

indeed  the  hymn  is  truly  divine,  tier  he  is  that  made  them.    For  by 

and  will  fully  anfwer  all  that  we  the  greatnefs  and  beauty  of  tha  er-ea-* 

expected.     It  is  an  imitation,  or  tures,  proportionally   the   maker  of 

rather  a  fort  of  paraphrale  of  the  them  isfeen. 
148th  Pfalm,  and  (of  what  is  a  pa-       160.  Speakye  who  beft  can  tell,8cc.J 

raphrafe  upon  that)  the  Canticle  He  is  unfpeakable,   ver.  156.    no 

placed  after  Te  Dcum  in  the  Ii-  creature  can  fpeak  worthily  of  him 

torgyr  O  all  ye  worts  of  the  Lord*  as  he  is;   but  fpeak  >re  who  are' 

Uefiye  the  Lord,  &c.  whkh  is  the  beft  able  yt  Aneels,  ye  in  Heaven; 

long  of  the  three  children  in  the  on  Earth  join  allye  creatures,  &c. 
Apocrypha*  l6** — —  day  without  night,}  Ac- 

1 5  5. — tbyfelf  how  wondrous  then  /]  cording  to  Milton  there  was  grate- 

Wild.  XUi.  3.  4,  5.    With  wbofe  ful  viajjkude  Uhe  day  and  night  in 

hearty*  if  they  being  delighted,  took  Heaven,  VI.  8.    and  we  prefume- 

tkem  to  be  Gods ;  let  thtvutnow  how  that  he  took  the  notion  from  Scrip- 

much  hitter  the  lerdoftbmhi  fir  ture,  Rev.  VII.  ij.  Jhey  art  before 
K  *  the. 
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On  Earth  join  all  ye  Creatures  to  efctcA 

Him.  firft,  him  laft;  hifh  midft,  and  Without  end.  16$ 

Faireft  of  ftars,  laft  in  the  train  of  night. 

If  better  thou  belong  not  to  th*  dawn; 

Sore  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'ft  the  fmiliag  matA 

With  thy  bright  circlet*  praifc  him  ia  thy  iphere, 

While  day  arifcs,  that  fwwt  hour  of  prime.        ijm 

Thou  Sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  foul. 

Acknowledge 

the  throne  9/  God,  and  firve  him  Lucifer,  t;  cicK  ftatkme  noviffimw 

day  and  night  in  his  temple.-    But  exit. 

fcU  it  was  d*.  without  night,  that  The  fm          ^  fo   j^j^ 

is  without  fuch  night  as  ours,  for  j,^  $&£& 

the  darknefs  there  is  no  more  than  rhc  ^            ^  ^  y^ 

grftfultwhgbt.     Ntlbt  com,,  not  u  M         7Mdi{(m, 

there  tn  darker  vetL     See  ver.  645. 

of  this  book.  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  worth  re- 

ite.HimfirftthimlaftMmmdftZ  marking  *«  our  author  focxm  td 

Theocrit.  Hyl.  XVII.  3.       .  have  commmed  a  miftake .Thitpla- 

net  Venus,  when  lhe  rries  before  the 

—  m  vovrom  At  2*fr»*  fu„f  is  called  Phofphorus,  Lucifer, 

JCoi  <™/x*t@-,  **/  #xfiTir©-.  —  and theMorning  Star; when fhefei 

And  then  how  has  Mflton  improv'd  **c/  **  fun  is  called  Hefpems, 

it  by  adding  and  without  end!  as  Vefper,  and  the (Evening  Star;  but 

heiscekbratine  God,  and  Theo-  fl^  cannot  nfe  before  han,  anilfe 

critus  only  a  man.  aftcf  him  f  *? J™^ :  "* 

ca    p  •   a  r  a      1  c«  U^^.r  ?ct  lC  maX  bc  °bje&ed  that  oar  aa~ 

166.  F?rftfM'>l»9  Homcr  thor  makes  her  do  fo;  for  defer** 

calls  it,  Iliad.  XXII.  318.    ■  .  m%  Ac  laft  ewnfcWf   hc  j^^^. 

Egti P&,  of  x«*A/r©-  «r  *#*$>    larlv  mentions  #$*>•«/  /&*  £rf  the 

KAT*i  *rno.  ft**n  H*f  JV.  605.  and  the  very 

.  a  .     .    s    .     ^    .  , .  -     .  0  .1    next  morning  me  is  addrefe'd  as 
laft  tn  the  train  of  night,  and  OvuL    -,  fa  ^  ^    -  ^     Jf  ^ 

foeaks  much  in  the  fame  manner,    ^^  mould  £c  gj^  ^ 

Met.  11.  1 14.  wc  can  fev  to  it  ^  tjiat  a  pQCt  ^ 

—  Diffugiunt  ftell*,  qaarum  ag-   not  obliged  to  fpeak  with  the  fbieV 
jnka  cogit  *        ne&  and  accuracy  of  a  philofopher. 

172.  Achww- 
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Acknowledge  him  thy  greater,  found  his  pratfe 
In  thy  eternal  courfe,  both  when  thou  climb'ft, 
And  when  highnoon  haft  gain'd,and  when  thou  falTft, 
Moon,  that  now  meet'ft  die  orient  fan,  now  fly'ft, 
With  the  fix'd  ftars,  fix'd  in  their  orb  that  flies,      176 
And  ye  five  oiher  wand'ring  fires  that  move 
In  myftic  dance  not  without  fong,  rdbund 

His  praife,  who  out  of  darknefi  call'd  up  light. 

Air, 

172;  Jcbmole^t  htm  fhf  greater,}     JEterammfu  adytis  eflert  penetrar 
It  is  not  an  improbable  reading  Hbus  ignem : 

wttch  Dr .  Bendey  propofes  g-  and  ^  ^  advcrb  4ftmmm  |ft 
**™>Uigi 'htm  Creator,  or  as  Mr.  Ac  ($me  ma|mcr  for  co^^ 
Thyer  f knowledge  thy  Creator:  bat   G  u.  v 

I  fuppofe  the  author  made  ule  of  ° 

greater  anfwering  to  greet.  —  gfebaque  vcrfis 

JEternum  frangenda  btdearibo*. 
Thou  Sun,  of  this  great  world 

both  trye  and  foul,  *7S'  M°°**  tha*  ***>  """'ft  *** 

Acknowledge  him  thy  greater.  orient  fun,  now  ft/ ft,  Sec.  ] 

The  conftru&ion  is,  Thou  Moon,  that 
So  Ovid  calls  the  fun  the  eye  of  the  mow  meetft  andnow  ftfft  the  orient 
world,  Mondi  oculus,  Met.  IV.  fitn,  together  with  the  fix'd  ftartp 
228.  And  Plinv  the  foul,  Nat.  Hift.  and  ye  five  other  wanfring  fires  &C 
Lib.  1.  €.  6.  nunc  mundi  effe  to-  He  had  before  called  upon  the  fim 
this  animum.  And  the  expreffion  who  governs  the  day,  and  now  he 
thy  greater  may  be  fitly  paralleled  invokes  the  moon,  and  the  fixsd 
with  thy  fierceft  IV.  927.  and  his  ftars,  and  the  planets  who  govern 
greater  in  f  aradife  Regained  1. 279.    the  night,  to  praife  their  Maker. 

The  moon  fomedmes  meets  and 
173.  In  thy  eternal  courfe,]  In  fomedmes  flies  the  fun,  approaches 
thy  continual  courfe.  Thus  Vir-  to  and  recedes  from  him  in  her 
gil  calls  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars  monthly  courfe  With  the  fix'd 
eternal  fires,  iEn.  II.  1 54.  Vos,  ftars,  fixd  in  their  orb  that  fises  1 
+temi  ignes;  and  the  (acred  fire  they  are  fix'd  in  their  orb,  but 
that  was  conftantly  kept  burning  their  orb  Hies,  that  is  moves  round 
eternal  fire,  J&n.  II.  207.  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  %  for  Adam 

Vol.  L  I  i  i* 
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Air,  and  yet  Elements,  the  eld#  birth    '  18* 

Of  Nature's  womb,  that  kv  quatcrpkm  nut 

Perpetual  circle,  multiforaij  and  mix 

Aad  ooucifk  $1L  things*  fat  your  cea&ln&ehaqgfc 

Vary  to.  our  great  Maker  flail  new  pcaife. 

Ye  Mitts  and,  Exhalation  that  now  rife-  *8>f 

From  hill  or  (learning  lake,  dufky  op  gray, 

Till  the  fun  paint  your  flteecy  fldrts  with  gold, 

In  honor  to  the  world's  great  Author  rife, 

Whether  to  deck  with  clouds  th9  oncolor'd  flty, 


Is  made  to  fpeak  according  to  ap- 
pearances, and  he  mentions  in  ano- 
ther place,  VIIL  19  and  21.  their 
rol&ng  /pacts  incnfrihenfible*  ai*d 
their  fwift  return  diurnal.  And  ye 
five  other  wandrmg  fires.  Dr,  Bent- 
ley  reads  four,  Venus  and  the  Sun 
and  Moon  being  mentioned  before^ 
mad  only  four  more  remaining. 
Mercury  and  Mars  and  Jupiter  and 
Saturn.  And  we  mud  cither  fup- 
foCe  that  Milton  did  not  coniider 
the  morning  ftar  as  the  planet  Ve» 
nus ;  or  he  mud  rbe  fuppofed  to,  in- 
dude  the  earth*  to  make  up  the 
ttker  five  betides  thofe  he  had 
mentioa'd;  and  he  calls  it  eife~ 
where  VIII.  129.  The  planet  earth  1 
tho'  this  be  not  agreeable  to  the 
fyftem,  according  to  which  he  is 
fpeaking  at  present.  Wanfring 
fires  in  oppofirion.to/*V/*r/.  Thai 
move  in  nyftic  dance  not  without  foug, 
alluding  to  the  dofton  of  the  An* 


dents  and  particularly  to  Pytingfr 
ras  his  notion  of  tfc  mufic;  of  (hf 
inheres,  by  which  49  douj*  fee  air 
derftood  the  proportion,  regularity, 
and  harmony  of  the>  m^o^s. 
Shakefpear  fpeaJqsof  it  mpj£ fbHy 
in  his  Merchant  of  Venice,  AEk% 

—Look  how  th^floar  ofJtlunm 
h  thick,  inlaid  witk  pattern*  of 

bright  goM: 
There's  not  the  finafleft  orb  that 

thou  behold'*, 
But  in  his  motion  like  an  Angel 

flags, 
Still  quiring  ta  the  yonng-ey^ 

Cherubim, 
Such  harmony   is,  in   immortal 

fouls! 
But  whilft  this  muddy  refttwe  of 

decay 
Doth  gnofsjy  clod.  »f  in,  we  cam* 

not  hear  il 

iBi+—tiat 
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O*  *ret  the  tfeftft?  earth  *4&  feffifig  ffiowtfr,      r^a 

Riling  of  ftHfog,  fflfl  adtafoe  his  praife. 

His  praife  ye  Wiflcls,  thit  #6m  fbtrr  quarters  bldW, 

Breathe  fofti  or  loud-  and  wave  your  tops,  ye  Pines, 

With  every  plant,  in  flgn  of  worfhipr  wave. 

Fountains  and  ye,  that  warble,  as  ye  flow,         igg 

MefotRoiis  fhurtnurs,  Garbling  tunc  his  praife. 

Join  vofccS  aff  ye  living  Souls ;  ye  Birds, 

That  finghtg  up  to  Heaven  gate  afcentf, 

Bear  orr  your  Wings'  and1  in  your  notes  his  praife. 

Ye 


1S1.— ttat  ifrffjtaUrntorrlKfr&cA 
TTitt  «4  at  rqtfrfbld  mbtture  arid 
combination  run  a  perpetual  circle, 
one  dement  continually  changing 
into  another,  according  to  the  doc- 
trin  of  Heraclkus,  bdrW'd  from 
Orpheus.  Et  ctfm  qnattuor  fmt 
genera  corporum,  vkiffitodine  eo- 
rom  mtmcu  continuatar  natura  eft. 
Nam  ex  terra,  aqua :  ex  a^ua,  ori- 
tur aer :  ex  acre,  xther :  derttde 
TCtrorfiim  vicintm  ex  afthere,  aer  : 
inde  aqua :  ex  aqua,  terra  inftma. 
Sic  naturis  his,  ex  quibus  omnia 
conftant,  faibs,  dcorlw,  ultro,  ci- 
tro  commesnitSbus,  inondi  partium 
conjondio  cooonetur.  Cicero  dc" 
Nat.  Deon  H.  33;. 

197.  — - » ye  living  Souls ;  J  Soul 
is  ufed  here  as  it  fomedlnes  is  in 
Scripture  for  other  creatures  be- 
fides  Man.  So  Gen.  I.  20.  the 
moving  creator*  that  hath  M9  that 
ujfcl  in  the  Hebrew,  and  in  the 


margin  of  the  Able;  and  ver.  30. 
every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
earthy  wherein  there  is  life,  that  is 
a  living  foul. 

1 98.   That  fining  up  to  Heaven 
gate  afcend,]  We  meet  with". 
die  like  hyperbole  in  Shakefpear, 
Cymbeline,  A&  II. 

Hark,  hark!  the  lark  at  Hesw Vtr 
gate  tings; 

and  again  in  his  29th  fonnet, 

like  as  the  lark  at  break  of  day  , 

arifing 
From  fallen  earth  lings  hymn*  at 

Heaven's  gate : 

and  not  unlike  is  that  in  Homer, 
Od.  XII.  73-:  of  a'rer/ high  rock, 

—  «£pror  «c/pvr  u*f*t 

And  With  its  pointed  top  toHeaVn 

afcendi. 
I  i  a  202.  Witntfs 
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Ye  that  in  waters  glide*  and  ye  that  vrafc  v.; 
The  earth,  and  ftatefy  tread,  or  lowly  creep  > 
Witnefs  if  I  be  filent,  morn  or  even,    • 
To  hill,  or  valley,  fountain,  or  frefla  fliade 
Made  vocal  by  my  fong,  and  taught  his  praife. 


lot.  Witnefsif  Ibefttent*]  Dr. 
Bentley  thinks  that  Milton  had  for- 
got that  both  Adam  and  Eve  fhar'd 
in  this  hymn,    and  therefore  he 
reads  if  we  In  filent,  and  in  the 
next  verfe  but  one  by  our  fong:  Bat 
Milton  rather  imitates  here  the  an- 
cient chords,  where  fometimes  the 
plural,  and  fometimes  the  fingalar 
number  b  ofed.    The  fame  is  prac- 
ticed by  oar  poet  in  the  fpeeches  of 
the  chorus  in  Sampfon  Agoniftes, 
Where  the  reader  will  fee  in  every 
page  almoft  that  the  number  is 
thus  varied.   Dr.  Bentley  obferves, 
that  the  whole  hymn  naturally  di- 
vides itfelf  into  parts  interlocutory, 
and  that  he  has  prefumed  to  put 
it  fo,    tho'  not  warranted  by  any 
edition.    Bat  this  is  not  Dr.  Bent- 
ley's  invention;  for  this  hymn  was 
fet  to  muftc  forae  years  ago,  and  in 
that  composition  the  feveral  parts 
of  it  were  align'd    difttn&ly   to 
Adam  and  Eve.    I  think  that  fuch 
interlocutory  parts  are  by  no  means 
fit  for  an  heroic  poem :  bat  if  the 
author  mould  be  fuppofed  to  have 
defign'd  them,  I  mould  choofe  to 
divide  this   hymn    very   different 
from  the  Doctor's  divifion.     [The 
Doctor  affigns  the  firft  feven  lines 
to  Adam,  thofe  of  the  Angels  to 
Eve,  thofe  of  the  Morning  Star  to 


Hait 

Adam,  thoft  of  the  Sun  to  Eft; 
thole  of  the  Moon  to  Adam,  of 
the  Air  and  Element!  to  Eve,  trf 
theMifts  and  Exhalations  to  Adam, 
of  the  Winds  and  Pines  to  Etc; 
of  the  Fountains  and  Rills  to 
Adam,  of  the  Creatures  and  Birds 
to  E?e,  of  the  FiJhes  and  Beafts  to 
Adam,  and  the  four  laft  lines  to 
Eve.  But  on  die  costtnry  Dr« 
Pearce  lavs]  The  firft  feven  and 
the  four  laft  verfes  of  this  hymn  I 
would  fuppofe  (poken  by  Adam  and 
Eve  together :  and  as  to  the  other 
verfes,  I  would  have  Adam  (peak 
all  that  the  Do&or  affigns  to  Eve, 
and  Eve  all  that  is  now  affign'd  to 
Adam.  In  this  jnethod  the  men- 
tion of  the  fair  Morning  Star,  the 
Moon,  and  Fountains  and  Bills  will 
come  to  Eve's  fliare,  and  they  are 
circumftances  which  fecm  fitter  for 
her  to  mention  than  her  huiband. 

Pearce. 

205.         —  be  bounteous  fill 
To  ghte  us  only  good;]  He  had  his 
thought,  as  Dr.  Bentley  remarks, 
on  that  celebrated  prayer  in  Plato, 

Zev  &&jiK%v9  tol  fit*  t&A*  mm 
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£ia3  univerfii  Lord,  be  bounteous  ftHI 
To  give  u*  onlygood;  and  if  the  night 
Have  gathered  ought  of  evil  or  concealed, 
Difperfe  it,  as  now  light  difpelt  the  dark. 

So  pmy'd  tfaey  innocent,  and  to  their  thoughts 

Firm 


O  Jupiter  give  us  good  things, 
whether  we  pray  for  them  or  not, 
and  remove  from  at  evil  things, 
even  tho*  we  prey  for  them.  And 
we  learn  from  die  irft  'book  of 
Xenophon's  memoirs  of  his  mailer 
Socrates,  that  Socrates  was  wont 
to  pray  to  the  Gods  only  to  give 
good  things,  as  they  knew  belt 
what  things  were  fo.  tt/^fTo  <f s 
-s>p©-  rwt  bvet  mfwhm  t'  ay*A& 

JifoOOJ*  0*{  TW  $t*f    K&hKKA  «- 

for*.*  cro/«t  asyuba,  tr#.  And  to 
the  fame  porpofe  there  is  an  ex- 
cellent coiled  in  oor  Liturgy,  for 
the  eighth.  Snnday  after  Trinity, 
We  mmUf  be/eecb  tbee  to  fat  away 
from  ne  oM  burtfid  things  and  fo 
give  us  theft  things  which  be  frefi- 
Oik  for  ntv 

209.  So  frayd  tbey  innocent,  and 

to  their  thoughts 
firmfeaee  recovered foon  and  wont- 
ed calm. 
On  to  tbeir  mornings  rural  work 
tbey  bap  &cj  Thefeverfes 
are  mas  pointed  in  the  beft,  that  is 
in  Milton's  own  editions :  but  the 
latter  sentence  begins  very  abrupt* 
hr,  On  to  tbeir  mornings  work  &C 
Dr.  Bentley  therefore  continuing 
the  fentence  reads  thus, 


So  pmy'd  they  innocent;  and  to 

their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recovering  foon  and 

wonted  calm, 
On  to  their  morning's  rural  work 

they  hafte  &c 

Dr.  Pearce  thinks  the  fentence  fuf- 
fideady  continued  in  the  common 
reading,  if  recovered  be  a  parti-1 
ciple  of  the  aWatrve  cafe;  and* 
conceives  this  to  bn  the  cenftruo 
don,  Peace  and  eatm  being  recover* & 
to  tbeir  thoughts,  tbey  hafie  &c  and 
accordingly  points  k  thus, 

—  and,  to  their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recovered  loon  an4 
wonted  calm, 
On  to  their  morning's  rural  work 
they  hade. 

$ai  perhaps  the  abruptnefs  of  the 
line 

On  to  their  morning's  rural  work 
they  hafte 

was  defign'd  the  better  to  exprefs 
the  hafte  they  were  in  as  shey  were 
later  to  day  than  ufual:  Or  per* 
haps  with  an  eafy  alteration  it  may 
be  read  thus, 

Tben  to  their  morning's  rural  work, 
they  hafte. 
I  i  3  214.  Their 
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Firm  peace  recpver'd  Coon  and  wonted  calqa;  ,.   3i<j 
On  to  their  monung'f  n?r&l  work  they  M*    ' 
Among  fweet  dews  and  flow1?*;  whert.wy  row 
Of  fruit-trees  owef-voody  xeach'd  too  fir 
Their  pamper'd  boughs,  and  needed  bands  to  check 
FruMefs  embraces:  or  they  led  the  viae  2 15 

To  wed  her  elm,;  4be  ipous'd  about  hiffetwutts 
|Ier  marriageable  arms,  and  with  her  brings. 
Her  dow'jf  th*  adopted  clutters,  to  adorn, 

His 

that  is  very  fitly  made  the  employ- 
ment of  a  married  couple,  which, 
is  urged  in  Ovid  as  an  argument  to 
marriage,  Met.  XIV,  661. 


>  sif  TJ?*r  pamftrd  bmghs,]  The 
Pfopriety  of  this  expreflioB  will 
Ueft  be  wen  by  what  Junius  says  of 
the  etymology  of  the  word  pamper. 
The  French  word  pomp**  of  die 
lafa  pamptnus  is  a  vine-branch  foil 
of  leaves :  and  a  vineyard,  he  ob- 
ferves,  is  faid  by  them  pamprer, 
when  it  is  overgrown  with  fuper- 
ffuous  leaves  and  fruitless  branches. 
Qallis  pamprg  eft  pampinus :  unde 
sis  pamprer  dicttur  vinea  fupervacuo 
pampinorum  germine  exuberans,  ac 
mmia  cre&endi  luxuria  quodpm-. 
modo  fylvefcens. 

216.  To  *wtd  ber  dm\  \  Hor. 
Epod.  II.  9. 

— Aitf  adulta  vitium  propagine 
Altas  maritat  populos : 
Inutilefquc  falce  ramos  amputans, 
Feliciores  inferit. 

Adam  and  Eve  are  vexy  well  em* 
pfoy'd  in  checking  fruitkfs  embraces, 
and  hading  the  vim  to  wed  ber  dm. 


Ulmus  erat  comtr*  Jpatiofa  tojm* 

ribus  uvis, 
Qaam  focia  poftquam  paster  cop 

viteprobavit; 
At  fi  flartet,  ait,  ccelebe  fine  pat 

mite  truncas* 
Nil  praeter  frondes,  qua**  pttoe- 

tur,  haberet. 
Haec  quoque  qu*e  jonda  vitis  «- 

quiefat  in  ulmo, 
Si  non  napta  foret,  terras  accji- 

nata  jaceret. 

An  elm  was  near,  to  whole  em- 
braces  led, 

The  curling  vinq  her   iweBng 
clufters  ipjjead: 

He  view'd  their  twining  bcaftcta* 
with  delight 

And  prais'd  thq  ^Jfctf  the  pleat- 
ing fight. 

Tet 
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His  barren  leave*.  iWt  thbieftJJloy*d beheld 

WitM  pity  HeaTh**  high  king;  andtohkhcaH'd  220 

Raphael,  the  fetiftbtt  Spl'rit;  that  deign'd 

To  travel  with  Tolfes,  and  fecur'd 

His  marriage  with  the  fev'ntf mes-wedded  niaid. 

Raphael,  ]fija:he,  fhoo  hear'ft  what  ftir  oh  Earth 
Satan  from  HeM  ftaptt  ftroiigh  the  darkfome  golf 
Hath  rais'd  in  Paradifti  and  how  diffarb'd         226 
This  nigtit  tile  human  pair,  how  he  dcfigns 

In 

Yet  this  tall  etm,  bat  ftfr  hb  tine 


flood  negle&ed,  and  a  bar- 
ren (hade; 

And  this  fW  vine,  bat  that  her 
arms  fnrround 

Her  marryVi  dm,  had  crept  along 
the  ground.    ;'  Pope. 

And  Virgil  lifctwife  his  the  meta- 
phor of  the  fine  embracing  the 
elm,  Geoig.il.  $67. 

Inde  ubi  jam  ralidis  ample**  fax- 

pibus  olmos 
Exierint : 

abd  not  only  the  poets,  bat  Colu* 
itidla  and  thd  writers  of  rufHc  af- 
fiflrt  frequently  ufe  the  phrafes  of 
itopta  ntitu,  and  marita  ulmus. 

222.  Ti  travel  with  Tobias,]   In 
the  book  of  Tobit  the  Angel  Ra- 

Sfoaei  trkvels  with  Tobias  into  Me- 
la and  back  again,  and  inftru&s 
him  how  to  marry  Sara  the  daugh- 


ter of  Ragitel,  and  fcdw  to  drivd 
away  the  wicked  Spirit  who  had 
deftroy'd  her  former  feven  has* 
bands  before  they  had  knowledge 
df  her.  So  finable  a  Spirit  as  this 
is  very  properly  fent  to  convert* 
with  Adam  upon  this  occafien. 

224.  Raphael,  fai d  be,  thou  hear* ft 
what  ftir  an  Earth  Sec]  Mil- 
ton in  the  following  fcene  feems  to 
have  had  his  eye  in  a  particular 
manner  upon  the  9th  Canto  of 
faflb's  ferufalem,  where  God  fends 
Michael  to  affift  the  Chriftians* 
What  God  fays  here  to'  Raphael 
is  cxpreiVd  much  after  the.  fame 
manner  with  the  beginning  of  God'a 
ipeech  to  Michael,  St.  58. 

—  Non  vedi  hor  come  s'armi 
Contra  la  mia  fedel  dilletta  greg- 

eia 
I/empia  fchicra  d'  Auerno  — 

Thyer^ 


Ii4 


3jS.  Haf- 
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Intbemat  once  taruia#U*»aftkmk>       .■«'* 
Go  therefore,  half  tb»rfl*y  i»£foai'«rith'  fi**f     -  - 
Converfe  with  AdaHViin  whgLlWtfc«r'fl»d*    «3« 
Thou  find'ft  him  from  the.  beat**  noon  wtir'd,  - 
To  refpit  his  day-lafcor  with  reput*  '  •<      ..b 

Or  with  repofej  aod  fuch  difefeurfe  bring  Oft, 
As  may  advifc  him  of  his  bfipgjr  fttte*   . 
Happioefs  in  hi$  jpw'r  left  freo.ft)  will,    .. . ..      235 
Left  to  his  own  free  will,  his  ¥$1.  though  free* 
Yet  mutable;  whence  warn  him  to  beware 
He  fwerve  not  too  fence:  tell  him  withal  •• 

His 

235.  Happinefi  in  his  power  Jefljpof  themfelves  po  the  •ficmhif 

free  to  w*//,]  That  is  in  the  of  the  Gods,  and,  when  there  vat 

power  of  him  left  free  to  will.  no  more  ufe  for  them*  returned 

247. nor  delay  d  the  nmnged  again  after  the  fame  manner.  Sea- 

Saint  &c.  ]    Raphael's  de-  liger  has  rallied  Homer  very  st- 

parture  from  before  the  throne,  verely  upon  this  point,  as  M.  Da* 

and  his  flight  thro*  the  quires  of  cier  has  endevor'd  to  defend  it  I 

Angels,  is  finely  imaged.    As  Mil-  will  not  pretend  tt>  detenus*,  whe- 

ton  every  where  fills  nis  poem  with  ther  in  this  particular  of  Homer, 

circumftances  that  are  marvelous  die  marvelous  does  not  lofe  fight 

and  aftoniihing,  he  defcribes    the  of  the  probable.     As  the  fniraco- 

gate  of  Heaven  as  framed  after  loos  workmanfhip  of  Milton's  gates 

ftich  a  manner,  that  it  open'd  of  is  not  fo  extraordinary  as  this  of 

itfelf  upon  the  approach  of  the  the  tripodes,  fo  I  am  nerfuaded  he 

AngeT  who  was  to  pafs  through  it.  would  not  have  mentioned  it,  had 

The  poet  here  feems  to  have  re-  not  he  been  fupported  in  it  by  a 

garded  two  or  three  paflages  in  paflage  in  the    Scripture,    which 


die  1 8th  Iliad,  as  that  in  particu-  ipeak*  of  wheels  in  Heaven  that 
lar,  where  fpeaking  of  Vulcan,  had  life  in  them,  and  moved  of 
Homer  fays,  that  he  had  made  themfelves,  or  flood  Hill,  in  con- 
twenty  tripodes  running  on  golden  formity  with  the  Cherubim*,  whom 
wheels ;  which  upon  occafion  might   they  accompanyU    There  is  no 

queftioa 
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His  danger,  and  .from  whom;  what  enem?,'    i 

Late  faU'n  hinfeif  frooa  H<fcv'n;  i»  plotting  now 

The  fall  of  others  frotn  Kke  ftate  of  bHjfe  i(  •       241. 

By  violence  ?  .no,  for  that  ihaU  be  withftood  • 

But  by  deceit  and  lies;  this-  let  torn- know, 

Left  wilfully  tranfgreffing  he  pretend 

Surprifal,  unadmonifli'd,  unforewarn'd.  245 

So  fpake  th*  eternal  Father,  and  fnlfiU'd 
All  joftke :  nor  deky'd  the  wioged  Saint 
After  his  charge  recenr'd;  but  from  among 
Thoufand  celeftial  Ardors,  where  he  flood 

Veil'd 

^tetfOA  bat  Milton  had  this  dr-  authors,  and  have  each  their  par- 
cmnftance  in  hb  thoughts,  becaufe  ticular  beauties  and  defeats.  Mil- 
in  the  following  book  he  defcribes  ton  does  not  in  this  place  feem  to 
the  chariot  of  the  Meffiah  with  endevor  to  imitate,  as  he  does  in 
living  wheels,  according  to  the  plan  many  others,  the  Italian  poet,  but 
of  Ezekfcr*  virion.  I  queftion  not  rather  to  drive  to  rival  and  outdo 
but  Boffn  and  the  two  Daciers,  him,  and  to  have  chofen  for  that 
who  are  lor  vindicating  every  thing  purpofe  circumftances  of  a  difFe- 
tbatiscenfuredinHomer,  byfome-  rent  fort  to  embellifh  his  defcrip- 
thing  parallel  in  holy  Writ,  would  tion.  Which  has  fucceeded  beft, 
have  been  very  well  pleated  had  every  reader  mult  detcrmin  for 
they  thought  of  confronting  Vol-  himfelf.  Tbyer. 
can  s  tripodes  wkh  EzekieTs  wheels.  249.  Thoufand  ctUftial  Ardors*  ] 
AdSfon.  Ardor  in  Latin  implies  fesvency. 
It  perhaps  would  be  an  entertain-  exceeding  love,  eager  deiire,  fiery 
ment  to  the  curious  reader  to  com-  nature ;  all  included  in  the  idea 
pare  this  circumftantial  defcription   of  an  Angel.  Ritbardjbn. 

of  Raphael's  defcent  from  Heaven  By  the  word  Ardors  here  Milton 
With  that  of  Michael  in  Tauo's  only  means  Seraphim,  which  fig- 
Gier.  Lib.  Cant.  9.  St.  60,  61,  62.  nifies  juil  the  fame*  in  Hebrew 
They  feem  both  to  have  been  (being  derived  from  xerxpb  to 
mucn  labor'd  by  their  reipe&ivc   burn)  as  Ardors  does  in  Engliftn 

The 
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Veil'd  with  2ns  gorgetfu*  Witig*,  U£*jwfc$ng!iglrt  2$fr 
Flew^braogJ*  the  ttidtf  tfif  Metf^n  5  th*-angfeKc  qdrti^ 
On  each  hand  partifl£,  ■  <to  his  fpeed  g&re  way 
Through'  all  th*  empyreal  roaefj  till  tt'tbe  gate 
Of  Heav'n  arrfo'd;  die-  gate  fetf-tJfxJn^d  wide 
On  golden  hinges  turn&g,  as  by  wo¥k  451J 

Divine  the  fovran  Afehfced  had  fram'd. 
From  hence,  no  clodi,  6V;  to  ©bftrtrft  his  fight, 
Star  interpos'd,  however  final!  he  fees, 
Not  unconform  to  other  mining  globes, 
Earth  and  the  gard'n  of  God,  with  cedars  croWn'd 
Above  all  hills.  As  when  by  night  the  glais        261 

Of 

The  poet,  I  fuppofe,  only  made  Where  Mr.  Fopeobfehfes  that  A? 

de  of  this  term  to  diverfify  his  eXpreflkm  of  the  gates  of  Heaven  it 

language  a  little,  as  he  is  fort'd  to  in  the  eaitern  manner,  where  they 

mention  the  word  Seraph  and  Se-  faid  the  gates  of  Heaven  or  Earth 

raphim  in  fo  many  places,     flyer,  for  the  entrance?  or  extremities  of 

254.  —  the  gate  felf -open* divide]  Heaven  or  Earth;  a  phrafe  ofoai 

This  circumftance  is  not  borrowed,  in  the  Scriptures,  as  is  jobferved  bf 

as   Mr.  AddKbn  conceiv'd,   from  Dacier. 
Vulcan's  tripodes  in  Homer,  bat 

from  Homer's  making  the  gates  of       257.  From  bente,  no  ehnd>  &c.  ] 

Heaven  open  of  their  own  accord  The  comma  after  interposd,  ftowr 

to  the  Deities  who  pa/Ted   thro*  that  it  is  here  a  participle  in  the 

them,  Iliad.  V.  749.  ablative  cafe  pot  abfolutely;  a*il 

AvTW*T*t  JWt/A*/  iwkp  *-  *e  coriftrudion  is,  From  fare,  *' 

Heaven  gates  fpontaneoas  open  to  fmall  it  is,  appearing  very  fitfaM  si 
the  Pow'rs,  that  diftance,  the  earth  not  unlike  #' 

HeavVs  golden  gates,  kept  by  the  other  Jhining  globes,  and  in  it  Para- 
winged  Houw.    Pope.  dife,  the  garden  of  God,  that  was 

trrwnd 
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Of  Galileo,  tefe  «gur'd#  «M*rves 

Zwigin^  land^ae^ngtens  &  the  moons..- 
Or  pilot,  fjw%«»i^thcCyol3dca         #  -     , 
Deios  <jr  i&n»o$  &&  appearing, .  hei»L  465 

A  cloudy  fpctt.    JPcfto  tfikher  powit  io  flight    ; 
Hfc  Ipeieds,  «nd  tibrough  thc:ia#jtfhcreal  % 
Sails  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  fteddy  wing 
Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then  with  quick  §m 
Winnows  the  buxom  ak;  till  within  fur  270 

Of  tow'ring  eagles,  to'  all  the  fowls  he  (ben* 
A  Phcenix,  gaz*d  by  all,  a$  thjitfcie  bird, 
Whc^  &  ioftvw  U*  rotiques  ***  the  £uo's 

Bright 

empp'4  **A  €idm  wkfck  Win?  namesto  tfcam,:  Or fikufirom^md/t 

higher  than  the  higbeft  Mi.  *♦*  Cjcl&fat  a  parcel  of  Hands  in 

afa.  „ .  ,4,  <^fc*  £?  *#£/  44?  %  Arc&peiaga,  Dsjos  or  Somas  frf 

glafs  &c]  The  Angel  from  a&#tng>  wo  of  die  largeft  of 

Heaven  gate  viewing  the  earth,  is  tb$fe  Hands  and  therefore  nrft  ap- 

comparedto  an  aW^   ob-  P#$>  *«*  *  c&*bjj*t*  for  ilanda 

ftrvvg  the  moon  thro'  s  telefax  ieem  tq  l*e  fitfh  at  their  firll  ajp~ 

or  to  a  pilot  at  fea  4Ucoveriiig  an  pWftflG**   8«*  the  Angel  fees  with 

iWi  at  a  diftance.    J*  *«***  h  gWWiOjea*nefe  «**  certainty  dun 

»j*r  /ir  e4f/r  ef  <?«*&*.  the  tele-  theft*,  tjie  glafs  is  Ufs  affur%  and 

fcope  firft  ufed  in  c*leftial  obferva-  the  pilot  ken*  only  «.  c/W,  >£•#, 

tkms  by  Galileo  a  native  of  flo-  *|hpp  the  Angel  fees  not  the  whole 

rfcnce,  hf$  affur'i  than  the  Angel,  globe  qn/y,  butdfflincllythejnount 

as  was  likevwfe  the  pilot,  obferves,  of  Paradife, 

a  poetical  expreffion,  the*  infrru-  366*— >r-Dvum  thither  front  im 

ment  put  for  the  perfon  who  makes  ,  JM*  &c]  Virg,  jEn.  IV.  153. 

ufe  of  it,  ima&dUndi  and  rtpi*s  ~r  bine  tgto  ;ptraecepsifccorpo» 

«l  d*  mum,  it  is  no*  <n4y  imaged  ad  undas 

that  there  ate  land*  and  regions  10iw<  avi  fimil*. 

in  the  mm*,  tat  tff  Qfpm$»  gw  sja,  4  Ptam*,}  Dr.  Bendey  ob- 
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Bright  temple,  to  Egyptian  Thebes  he  flics. 
At  once  on  thf  caftern  cliff  of  Piradifc  275 

He  lights,  and  to  hfc  proper  flmpcrwrttfftis 
A  Seraph  wing'dj  flx  wings  he  ^wefto  fliade    - 
His  lineaments  divine;  the  pur  that  clfcd 
Each  fhoaldcr  broad,  came  mantling  tfer  his  breaft 

With 


jefts  to  Raphael's  taking  timfitfr 
§f  a  Pbetmxy  and  the  predion 
worid  be  very  joft  if  Milton  had 
laid  any  fuch  thing :  but  he  only 
fays  that  ft  df  tbt  fowls  be  fetmt 
*  P&omix;  he  was  not.  really  a 
Phoenix,  the  birds  only  fancied  htm 
pne.  This  bird  was  famous  among 
die  Ancients,  but  generally  looked 
upon  by  die  Moderns  as  fabulous. 
Tlie  natnralifts  fpeak  of  it  as  fingle, 
or  die  only  one  of  its  kind,  and 
therefore  k  is  called  here  that  jlwV 
bird,  as  it  had  been  before  by  Taflb 
muco  avpllo*  They  defcribe  it  as 
of  a  mott  beautiful  plumage.  They 
hold  that  it  lives  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred vears;  that  when  thus  ad-1 
vane'd  in  age,  it  builds  itfelf  a  fu- 
neral pile  of  wood  and  aromatic 
sums,  which  being  kindled  by  the 
fun  it  is  there  conf tuned  by  the  fire, 
and  another  Phoenix  arifes  out  of 
the  allies,  anceftor  and  fucceflbr  to 
Mmfelfc  who  taking  up  the  re- 
Eques  of  his  funeral  pile  flies  with 
them  to  Egvpdan  Thebes  to  m- 
fhrine  them  there  in  the  temple  of 
tike  fun,  the  other  birds  attending 
and  gazing  upon  him  in  his  flight. 
Egyptian  7 betes  to  difHncoiw  k 
from  the  other  Thebe*  in  Tkeotie. 


See  Plin.  Nat.  Hit.  L  to.  c  * 
Ovid.  Met.  XV.  and  Claudia*  da 
Pheentee.  Annida  in  Taflb  i»  in  like 
manner  compared  to  a  Phoenix* 
Cant.  17.  St  £j. 

Come  all*  hor,  chel  rinato  unict 
augello,  &c. 

As  when  die  new-born  Pheenfat 

doth  begin 
To  fly  to  Ethiope-  ward,  at  die  fair 

bent 
Of  her  rich  wings,  ftrange  plumes, 

and  feathers  thin, 
Her  crowns  and  chains,  with  na- 
tive gold  befprent, 
The  world  amazed  ftmnds ;  and 

with  her  fly 
An  boft  of  wond'ring  birds  that 

fingand  cry: 
6p  paft  Artnida,  look'd  on,  garil 

on  fo.  Fairfax. 


*75«  —  •»  **'  eafterm  efff]  Far 

ere  was  the  only  gate  of  Para- 

dife,  IV.  178.     The  good  Angel 


enters  by  the  gate,  and  not  Eke 
Satan. 

276.  — —  and  to  bis  proper  Jbetpt 

returns']  The  word  j£*pe  here 

(1  fuppofe)  occafton'd  Dr.  Beodey 

in  his  note  on  the  former  paffage  to 
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With  regal  ornament}  the  middle  pair 

Girt  like  a  (tarry  zone  his  wafte,  and  round 

Skirted  his  lokt»-and  thighs  with  downy  gold 

And  colon  dipt  in  Heav'n;  the  third  his  feet 

Shadow'd  ftom  either  heel  with  fother'd  mail, 

Sky-tinta'd  grain.  Like  Maia's  fon  he  food,    285 
7  And 


by  that  Mfltoo  makes  Raphael 
tLt  the  Jbapt  of  a  Phoenix.  But  by 
rrfBmijg  IP  to  proferjbafe  Milton 
means  only  that  he  flood  on  his 
feet,  and  gather'd  up  his  fix  wings 
itfto  their  proper  place  and  fituation. 
Pearte. 
Or  as  another  ingenious  perfon  ex- 
preflesk,  He  fcemM  again  what  he 
really  was,  a  Seraph  wing'd ;  where- 
as in  his  flight  he  appeared  what  he 
was  not,  a  Phoenix. 

277.  — fix  wings  he  wore,  Sic  A 
The  Seraphim  feen  by  Ifaiah,  VL 
2.  had  the  fame  number  of  wings, 
Jbove  it  flood  the  Seraphim,  each  one 
had  fix  wings:  but  there  the  wings 
are  difpofed  differently. 

2*4. with  feather  d  mail, 

Skj-Hnanr'd grain.]  Feathers  lie 
one  (hort  of  another  refembhng  the 
plates  of  metal  of  which  coats  of 
mail  are  composed.  Sky-color'd, 
dy'd  in  grain,  to  exprefs  beauty 
and  durablenefs.     Richard/on. 

*8  5.— like  Maia's  fon  heflooa\8tcA 
Raphael's  defcent  to  the  earth,  with 
the  figure  of  his  perfon,  is  repre- 
fented  in  very  lively  colors.  Se- 
veral of  the  French,  Italian  and 
Englifli  poets  have  given  a  loofe  to 
their  imaginations  m  the  defcrip- 


tion  of  Angels  :  Bat  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  met  with  any  (b 
finely  drawn,  and  fb  conformable 
to  the  notions  which  are  given  of 
them  in  Scripture,  as  this  in  Mil* 
ton.  After  having  fet  him  forth 
in  all  his  heavenly  plumage,  and 
reprefented  him  as  alighting  upon 
the  earth,  the  poet  concludes  hit 
defcription  with  a  circumftance* 
which  is  altogether  new,  andima- 
gin'd  with  the  greateft  ftrength  of 
fancy. 

—  Like  Maia's  fon  he  flood, 
And  fliook  his  plumes,  that  heav'n- 

ly  fragrance  fill'd 
The  circuit  wide.    Jddifon. 

The  comparing  of  the  Angel  to 
Maia's  forty  to  Mercury,  fhows 
evidently  that  the  poet  had  parti- 
cularly in  view  thole  fublime  paf- 
fages  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  which 
defcribe  the  flight  and  defcent  of 
Mercury  to  the  earth  That  of  Ho- 
mer is  in  the  Iliad.  XXIV.  339. 

*Gf  «?*t'  *F  dLvAMhaMooQ- 

Avtsk  i«jr**y  wo  <Bom?  •/««"*- 
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And  fhook  his  pltimes,  that  heav'nfy  ffctgranee  fifFdf 
The  circuit  wide  Strait  knew  him  all  the  baild*1 
Of  Angels  under  wafch;  iftd  to  his  i&te; 
And  to  his  meffagelliigh  in  h6norrife  •  zfgr 

For  01*  forte  meffage  high  they  goefsM  Him  bound. 
Their  glittering  tents  he  pafs'd,  and  now  is  come 

Into 


y*  Hfar  c  q?  Cyf  * v9 

Bi^ttra/if  gxCJW,  t«  r  «F/f«r 

*fly  c  84A#*tk*  /'  airre  juu  fori* 

oy]ki  iy*f>ei. 

The  God  obeys,  his  golden  pi- 
nions  binds, 

And  mounts  ittcnmltaif  otf  the 
wings  of  winds. 

That  lugh  thro'  fields-  of  air  his 
flight  fuitain, 

Cer  the  wide  earth,  and  o'er  the 
boundlefs  main : 

Then  grafps  die  wand  that  caufes 
fleep  to  fly, 

Or  in  foft  (lumbers  feals  the  wake- 
ful eye.        Pope. 

Viral  has  translated  it  almoft  lit- 
teralhr,  bat  with  fome  additions, 
iBn.IV.238; 

Dixerat:  ilte  patris  magnt  parere 

parabat 
Imperio,  et  primnm  pedibas  tala- 

ria  ne&t 
Anrea:  quar  fablimem  alia,  five 

aequora  fupra, 


Sea  terrain,  "rapido  pariter  caa 

flamine  poitant. 
Turn  virgam  capit:  hoc  finimat 

ille  cvocat  Orto 
Pallentes,  alias  fob  triftia  Tartar* 

mktit; 
Dat  fomnos  adimitqoe  et  liinunr 

morte  refigpat. 

Hermes  obeys;  with  golden  p- 

nions  binds 
His  flying  feet,  and  mounts  the 

weftern  winds : 
And  whethero'er  the  feas  or  earth 

he  flies, 
With  rapid  force,  they  bear  him 

d6wn  the  flues. 
Bat  firft  he  grafps  within^  Kb  aw- 
ful hano, 
TThe  mark  of  (bvVdgn  pow'r,  his 

magic  wand: 
With  mis,   he  draws  the  ghofts 

from  hollow  graves, 
With  this,  he  drives  theta  dewff 

the  Stygian  waves ; 
With  this,  he  feals  in  fleep  the 

wakeful  fight ; 
And  eyes,  tho  clos'd  In  death,  re- 

ftorcs  to  light.      Dryden. 

If  it  is  hard  to  determm  (as  Mr. 
Pope  fays)  which  is  more  excellent; 

th» 
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Into  the  UftutfioMl  tfaeugk  groves  of  myrrh, 
And  flow'ring  odais,  caffia,  nand;  and  batm-j 
A  wiUornefk«f'fvMSts$  £>r  Nature  hew 
Wanton'd  as.ia  hco  prime,  and  play'd  at  witt     *^£ 
fibf.  wgi*  fenafev  footing  forjh  more  ftwet, 
LWild  above  eujr  or-.  «*;  xnonnfliis  hH6. 

Him 

fitt«opjror  Ae  origM,  yet  J  *••>      3®fc       — —  W/*  hhftattt 
lieve  evew  reader  will  eafily  de-       j&rf  /»  hit  mtffdgt  high  in  hwmt 


tennki  that  MiltoiiV  description  ia  rifei)  With  the  fame  refoc& 

better  thanr  both.  The  reader  may  as  the  Mufes  pay  to  Gallus  in  Via- 

likewife,   if  he  pleafes,  compare  gifc  Ed.  VI.  66. 

this  defcent  of.  Raphael  with  that 

Of   Gabriel  in   Taffoi  Cant.    1.  Iftque  viro  Phttbi  cbonu  aflur* 

St.  13,  14*  15.    But(asDr.Pearce  rexerit  omnis. 

obfervea)   it  ts  the  graceful' p** 

ftu/e.  in   {landing,  tfter  alighting^       %<&.  ~  femngfirtb'more fwtet* 

that  is   particularly  compard   to  ITO/  «k/  rot  *r  or/  5  enormwt 

Mejcury  *  %&•]  So  the  two  firft  edi- 

Hic  paribus  primum  nitens  Cylle-  tions  point  this  paflkge :  Dr.  Bent- 

mus  alis  ty  Puts  n0  «°P  *"cr  mrt »  ™T  want 

Conftitit,  An.  IV.  253.  of  whfch  he  has  fallen  into  a  con- 

J                            ,            _-  fiderable  miftake :  lnftead  of  pout" 

It  is  probable  that  the  Id**  waa  ftrft  n>.  y^  mo„faeet9he  wouldhaw 

taken  from..  the.  graceful  attitudes  us  read  /wn^>*^  profufe.    He 

of  the.  antique  ftajaes  of  Mercury  z  &y%  m§re  faeet  than  what?    no- 

but  our  author  might  .have  it  more  thi        for  Ae  comparifcm  is  dropu 

immediately    from    Shakdpears  Bllt  ±G  fcnfe   ^    pouring  fortk 

Kamkt,  Aft  III*  what   was    the   more  fweet  for 

A  ftation,  like  the  herald  Mercury  being  wild  and  above  rule  orart. 

New-lighted  on  a  Heaven-kiffing  Pearce. 

**"* :  Or^  fbould  thene  not  be  a  comma 

as  the  image  of  the  Angel's  fliakine  ^  aftejP  <»./  ?  and  is  not  ewmmis 

his  fragrant   plumes   is  o^fow'd  ^  the.  acedktivc.  cafe  after  put* 

particularly  from  Fairfax's  Taflo,  ^f^b?  which  blifs  wa»  the  m»» 

On  Lebanon  at  firft  his  foot  he  fet,  ^iw/,  as  it  was  wild  ahv*  r*U  #r 

And  fhook  bis  wings  with-  roary  art. 

May -dews  wet. 
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Him  through  the  fpicjf  httk  OfMrerd  cone 

Adam  difcern'd,  a§  in  the  door  he  fit 

Of  his  cool  bow'r,  while  now  the  mouted  (ha  300 

Shot  down  direft  his  fervid  wys  to  warm 

Earth's  imnoft  womb,more  warmth  than  Adam  needs: 

And  Eve  within,  doe  at  her  hour  prepared 

For  dinner  favory  fruits,  of  tafte  to  pleafe 

True  appetite,  and  not  difrelilh  thirft  305 

Of  ne&a'rous  draughts  between,  from  milky  ftream, 

Berry  or  grape :  to  whom  thus  Adam  calTd. 

Hafte  hither  Eve,  and  worth  thy  fight  behold 
Eaftward  among  thofe  trees,  what  glorious  fliapc 
Comes  this  way  moving;  fcems  another  morn    310 
Ris'n  on  mid-noon ;  fome  great  beheft  from  Heaven 

To 

208.  Him  through  tbe  Jpicy  forejt\  opinion  of  fome  that  Noah  was  the 
RapnaeFs  reception  by  the  guar-  firt  who  made  wine,  becaufe  k  ii 
dian  Angels;  his  pafling  thro'  the  (aid  in  Scripture,  Gen.  IX.  20.  And 
wildernels  of  fweets ;  his  diftant  Noah  began  to  be  an  bmjbmubmmt,  and 
appearance  to  Adam,  have  all  the   be  planted  a  vineyard:  bat  it  cannot 

traces  that  poetry  is  capable  of  be-  be  inferr'd  from  hence  that  be  was 
owing.        Addifon.  the  firft  vine-drefler  any  more  than 

that  he  was  the  firfi  hufbandman; 
299.  —  as  in  the  doer  be  fat]  So  and  our  author,  we  fee,  gives  aa 
Abraham,  Gen.  XVIII.  1.  fat  in  earlier  date  to  the  making  of  wine, 
the  tent-door  in  the  beat  of  the  day  and  a  little  afterwards  more  ex- 
when  he  was  vifited  by  three  Angels,  prefsly, 
From  that  paiTage  our  poet  fbrm'd 
this  incident.        Bentky,  —  for  drink  the  grape 

Shecruihesj  inonxnfive  muft. 
307.  Berry  or  grape:]  It  b  the 
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To  us  perhaps  he  brings,  and  will  rouchfafe 
This  day  to  be  our  gueft.  But  go  with  fpeed, 
And  what  thy  ftores  contain,  bring  forth,  and  pour 
Abundance,  fit  to  honor  and  receive  315 

Our  heav'nly  ftranger :  well  we  may  afford 
Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  beftow 
From  large  beftow'd,  where  Nature  multiplies 
Her  fertil  growth,  and  by  difburd'ning  grows 
More  fruitful,  which  inftrudts  us  not  to  fpare.      320 
To  whom  thus  Eve.  Adam,  earth's  hallow'd  mold> 
Of  God  infpir'd,  fmall  fibre  will  ferve,  where  ftore, 
All  feafons,  ripe  for  ufe  hangs  on  the  ftalk; 
Save  what  by  frugal  ftoring  firmnefs  gains 
To  nourifh,  and  fuperfluous  moift  confumes:       325 

But 

Muft  or  new  wine,  fo  we  fpell  it  E  cuo  un  luftro  lampeggiar'  <Tin- 
after  the  Latin  mujlum,    affd  not  tomo 

mouft  as  it  is  in  our  author's  own  Che  fole  a  fole  ageiunfe,  e  giomo  a 
editions.  giomo.        Thyer. 

3I0.  — -feetns  another  morn  ]  and  fuperfluous  moift  con- 

^ei^inative  cafe  is  here  un-  5  J^J  ^  ^  ^ 

derftood,  the  glonous  fhafe  before  pUofc£hicjll  Jfor  ^  fcmalc  cha. 

mention  a.  raacr  of  Eve .  and  in  my  0^on 

310. ferns  another  morn  one  of  Milton's  greateft  faults  is  his 

Ris'n  on  mid-noon -9\ Anexprembn  introducing  incontinences    in   the 

probably  borrowed  from  thefe  two  characters  both  of  Angels  and  Man 

fines  in  Marino's  Adonis,  upon  a  by  mixing  too  much  with  them 

fudden  appearance  of  a  glory  much  his  own  philofophical  notions. 

*f  the  fame  kind.  C.  11.  St.  27.  Thytri 

Vol..  I.  KL  k                           326.  —  and 
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But  I  will  hafle,  and  from  each  bough  and  brake, 

Each  plant  and  jucieft  gourd,  will  pluck  fudh  choice 

To  entertain  our  Angel  gueft,  as  he 

Beholding  (hall  confefs,  that  here  on  Earth 

God  hath  difpens'd  his  bounties  as  in  Heaven.     330 

So  faying,  with  difpatchful  looks  in  hafte 
She  turns,  on  hofphable  thoughts  intent 
What  choice  to  choofe  for  delicacy  beft. 
What  order,  fo  contriv'd  as  not  to  mix 
Taftes,  not  well  join'd,  inelegant,  but  bring        33$ 
Tafte  after  tafte  upheld  wkh  kindlieft  change; 

Beftir* 

J26.—  and from  each  hough  and  351.  So  fay fog,    with  £fpatchful 

brake,  ^       looks  Sec.}  The  author  gives 

Each  p/djtt   and  jucieft  gourd*  ]  115  here  a  particular  defcription  of 

t>ri  Bentley  would  read  Sranch  in-  Eve  in  her  domeftic  employments. 

Head  of  brake,  thinking  that  pro-  Though  in  this,   and  other  parts 

vifions  are  not  to  be  gathered  from  of  the  fame  book,   the  fubjed  is 

brakes :    but  bough,   brake,  plant,  only  the  houfewifry  of  our  firft  pa- 

and  gourd,  exprefs  here  all  the  fe-  rent,   it  is  fct  off  with  fo  many 

veral  kinds  of  things  which  pro-  plcaiing  images  and  ftrong  expref- 

duce  fruits.     The  bough  belongs  to  lions,  as  make  it  none  of  the  leaft 

fruit-trees  5  the  plant  is  fuch  as  that  agreeable  parts  in  this  divine  work, 

which  produces  flrawberries  &c ;  ~                           Jddifon* 

die  gourd  includes  all  kinds  that  lie  rrrt                    _    „_  m . 

ob  the  earth;  and  the  brake  is  the  .  333;  J™**  fbotce  to  choofij  This 

fpecies  between  trees  and  plants ;  foTt  of  JlnS,e  ls  ver/  ufua!  in  ***** 

o£  this  fort  are  (I  think)  the  bumes  *?"»  ™  t0  m™  ""***  VIIL  1 3* 

which   yield  currants,   black-ber-  T*&'  ""/-'bought,  IX.  z89.>»V 

ries,  goofe-berries,  ralberries    &c.  fa  XI  +27.  and  is  not  unuikal  in 

But  if  we  read  with  the  Do&or  Ae  befl  claiSc  auAors,  as  in  T*. 

branch,  'it  will   be  a    fcperfluous  rence'  P^orm.  V.V.8. 

word,  becaufe  of  bough  which  pre-  Nam  hunc  fcio  mta  folide  fohtf* 

Geded  it.         Pearce.  ga<vifurum  gaudia : 

ami 
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Beftirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  ftalk 
Whatever  Earth  all-bearing  mother  yields 
In  India  Eaft  or  Weft,  or  middle  fliore 
In  Pontus  or  the  Punic  coaft,  or  where  34a 

Alcinous  reign'd,  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Rough  or  fmooth  rin'd,  or  bearded  hufk,  or  fhell* 
She  gathers,  tribute  large,  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unfparing  hand;  for  drink  the  grape 
She  cruihes,  inoffenfive  muft,  and  meaths  34$ 

From  many  a  berry*,  and  from  fweet  kernels  prefs'd 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams,  nor  thefe  to  hold 

Wants 

and  in  Virgil,  jEn.  XII.  680.  dan  Hand  in  the  Ionian  fca  (now 

-  r        _*m    the  imlf  of  Venice)  anciently  call'd 

—  hunc,  oro,  line  me/«r**ante    pjj^  ^  Co^yra,  no7w  Cor- 

fir*r'm  •'  f0>  under  the  dominion  of  the  Ve* 

and  many  more  inftance*  might  be  netians.    The  foil  is  fruitful  in  oil* 

giyen.  Wine,    and  moft   excellent    fruitt, 

_  „.,.,,  and  its  owner  is  made  famous  for 

338.  Whatever  Earth  oil-bearing  ^  Karden8  celebrated  by  Homer. 
mother}  So  the  Greeks  call         *  ffum^m 

her  XldtfjiunTo?  yn,  and  the  Latins  j^  ^^  tfo  grope 

Qmmparens  -—  terra  omniparen-  Uecrujhcs,  inrnfenfroe  mu/if]  By 

tis  alumnum,  Virg.  JEn.  VI.  C95.  ^  word  fojfyfog  Milton  intends- 

She  gathered  all  manner  of  fruits  ^  kint  at   thc  ^^  invention  of 

which  the  earth  at  thattime  a&  fermenting  the  juce  of  the  gripe, 

forded,  or  has  fince  produced  m  aw|  tncreby  giving  it  an  intoxicat- 

the  nobleft  and  beft  cultivated  gar-  ^  quaIity-      This  he  would  fay 

ieM-  was  not  the  wine  of  Paradife. 

339.  — -  or  middle  Jhore  Sec.  ]  fbyer* 

Or  on  the  borders  of  the  Medi-        345.  and  meaths]    Sweet 

terranean;  in  Pontus,  part  of  Afia,  drinks  like  meads.     A  word  ufcd 

w  the  Punic  coaft,  part  of  Africa,  by  Chaucer,  and   pctbaja  denvd 

or  where  Ahinous  rtiorid,  in  a  Gre-  from  /ucOv. 

*  Kki  u%,  —  ber 
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Wants  her  fit  veffcls  pure,  then  ftrows  the  ground 
With  rofe  and  odors  from  the  flirub  unfom'd. 

Mean  while  our  primitive  great  fire,  to  meet  35© 
His  God-like  gueft,  walks  forth,  without  more  train 
Accompanied  than  with  his  own  complete 
Perfe&ions;  in  himfelf  was  all  his  ftate, 
More  folemn  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  waits 
On  princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  long,  355 

Of  horfes  led,  and  grooms  befmear'd  with  gold, 
Dazles  the  croud,  and  fets  them  all  agape. 
Nearer  his  prefence  Adam  though  not  aw'd, 
Yet  with  fubmifs  approach  and  reverence  meek, 

As 

34&  her  fit  weffcls  pure,  ]         356.  Befmear'd  with  geld,'] 

We  may  fuppofe  the  (hells  of  nuts  Horace's   aurum    wftibus    iuitwm* 

and  rinds  of  fruits,  as  was  hinted  Od.IV.  IX.  14.  comes  neareft  to  it. 

before,  IV.  335.  Hume. 

and  in  the  rind  ^v^  vM  *'likc  cxPrcffion» 

Still  as  they  thirfted  fcoop  the    ^n'  a.  314. 

brimming  ftream.  .  Per  tuwimfqualleutem  aura. 

RichardibiL 

349.  — from  thefbrnh  vnfuntd.  ] 

That  is,  not  burnt  and  exhaling  35?m  Daz/„  ibe  crwuft   ^d  fen 

fmoke  as  m  fumigations,  but  with  tbem  au  a£ape.  ]    Virgil 

its  natural  fent.        Hey/in.  Georg,  II.  463. 

351.     ■         without  more  train 

Jccompamed  than  with  his  own  Nee  vanos  inhiant  pulchra  teftu- 

&c.]  Without  more  than  with  is  a  <*"*  poftes.         Jortin. 

foloccifm.      It  mould  be  without  »?_  VrT  q.« 
more  tram  than  bis  own  complete  per- 

feOions,  with  being  expungU  But  Warn  omnis  testis  agrifque  effufif 

he  g*YC,hwith  no  mote  train  them  juventus 
with  Sec       Bentley.   . 

Turbaqut 
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As  to9  a  fupcrior  nature,  bowing  low,  360 

Thus  faid.     Native  of  Heav'n,  for  other  place 
None  can  than  Heav'n  fuch  glorious  fhape  contain; 
Since  by  defcending  from  the  thrones  above, 
Thofe  happy  places  thou  haft  deign'd  a  while 
To  want,  and  honor  thefe,  vouchfafe  with  us     365 
Two'  only,  who  yet  by  fovran  gift:  poffefs 
This  fpaciou6  ground,  in  yonder  fhady  bower 
To  reft,  and  what  the  garden  choiceft  bears 
To  fit  and  tafte,  till  this  meridian  heat 
Be  over,  and  the  fun  more  cool  decline.  370 

Whom  thus  th'  angelic  Virtue  anfwer'd  mild. 

Adam, 

.Turbaque  miratur   matrum,   et  as  he  is  fitting:  See  my  note  o* 

profpe&at  euntem,  II.  9 1 7.        Pearce. 
Attonitis  inhians  animis. 

371.  —  th* angelic  Virtue]  The 

361.  — —  Native  of  Heav'n,  for  Angel :  thus  Homer  ufes  neut/uoio 

other  tlace  3/*>f  theftrength  of  Priam  for  Priam 

None  can  than  Heavn  fuch  glorious  himfelf,  Iliad.  III.  105.  and  F*V 

Jbape  contain;]  Milton  in  the  f&  y.tv&  for  Hcftor,  Iliad.  XIV. 

turn  of  thefe  words  very  plainly  al-  4*  8. 

ludes  to  what  JEne&s  fays  to  Venus  .                       •         »  « 

in  the  firft  iEneid  ver.  327.  Av7**  **«  T0>  "**  '  «£"  £«-■ 

0  '  t&  Aax/poo/o.  Odyff.  VII.  167. 

O,  quam  te  memorem,  Virgo  I     Aft^  ^  facred  toph  of  j^^ 

namque  haud  tibi  vukus  noa$  hcard  ^  6 

mortaks,  nee  vox  hominem  io- 

nat;  ODeacerte.    Thyer.         Imitated  twice  by  the  cautious  Vir- 
gil, Odor  a  canum  vis  for  clogs,  ^En. 
j68.  —  what  the  garden  choiceft    IV.  1 32.  Vimque  Dcum  infernam  the 

bars  infernal  Deities,  Mn.  XII.  149. 

f'Jlt  and  tafte,]  That  is,  to  tafte  Hume, 

Kk3  $78.—  P<*  . 
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Adam,  I  therefore  came,  nor  trt  thou  fuch 
Created,  or  fuch  place  haft  here  to  dwell, 
As  may  not  oft  invite,  though  Spirits  of  Heaven 
To  vifit  thee;  lead  on  then  where  thy  bower      375 
O'erfhades*  for  thefe  mid-hours,  till  evening  rife, 
I  have  at  will.     So  to  the  fylvan  lodge 
They  came,  that  like  Pomona's  arbor  (mil'd 
With  flow'rets  deck'd  and  fragrant  fmelk;  but  Eve 
Undeck'd  fave  with  herfelf,  more  lovely  fair       380 
Than  Wood-Nymph,  or  the  faireft  Goddefs  feign'd 
Of  three  that  in  mount  Ida  naked  ftrove, 
Stood  to*  entertain  her  gueft  from  Heav'n ;  no  veil 
She  needed,  virtue-proof;  no  thought  infirm 
Alter'd  her  cheek.  On  whom  the  Angel  Hail     38$ 

Beftow'd, 

378.  ■        Pomona* s  arbor]   The  faying,  Induitur,  fbrmofa  cftj  exu- 

Goddds  of  fruit-trees  might  well  itur,  lpfa  forma  eft.    Dre&'d,  (he 

be  fuppofed  to  have  a  delightful  is  beautiful;  undrefs'd,  fheisbeasty 

arbor,  but  that  could  not  be  more  it&lf.    With  the  fame  elegance  of 

delightful  in  imagination,  than  this  expreflion,    describing  Adam>    ho 

was  in  reality.     See  Ovid,  Met,  has  faid, 

XIV.  623.  &fc.  —in  himfelf  was  all  his  fbtc. 

380.  UndccfCdfave  with  her/elf,]  382.  Of  three  that  in  mount  Id* 

This  is  funplex  munditiis  indeed,  naked firove^  The  judgment 

beyond  Horace's*   and  makes  an  of  Paris  is  very  well  known  in  pre* 

excellent  contraft    to  Ovid's   de-  ferring  Venus  to  Juno  and    Mi- 

fcription   of  the    fine    lady    full  ncrva,    that  is   beauty   to  power 

drefs'd,  and  wifdom:    a  different    choice 

-  pars  minima  eft  ipfa  paella  fuL     §5»  ***  °f  voung  Solomon,  who 
r  defir  d  wifdonj  rather  than  riches 

It  calls  to. mind  that  memorable   and  honor. 

384,  — «Krr/*tf 
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Baftow'd,  the  holy  faktatioa  tw'd 
Long  after  to  bleft  Mary,  fecond  Eve. 

Hail  Mother  of  Mankind*  whofe  fruitful  womb 
Shall  fill  the  world  more  numerous  with  thy  fons, 
Than  with  thefe  various  fruits  the  trees  of  God  390 
Have  heap'd  this  table,     Rais'd  of  graffy  turf 
Their  table  was,  and  mofly  feats  had  round, 
And  on  her  ample  fquare  from  fide  to  fide 
All  autumn  pil'd,  though  fpring  and  autumn  here    . 
Danc'd  hand  in  hand.  A  while  difcaurfe  they  hold; 
No  fear  left  dinner  cool  3  whea  thus  began  396 

Our  author.     Heav'nly  ftranger,  pleafe  to  tafte 
Thefe  bounties,  which  our  Nourifher,  from  whom 
All  perfect  good,  unmeafur'd  out,  rlefcends, 

To 

-g4.  —  virtue  proof  {]  Proof**  tne -figure  of  Eve  miniftrine  at  the 
afed  in  the  old  poets  for  armour,  table,  are  circumftances  which  de» 
.Shakefpear,  Rom.  &  Jul.  Aft  I.        ferve  to  be  admired.    JMfon. 

foe  lives  unharm  d.  JH  autumn  jiAft]  The  table 

3g*    .          On  whom  the  Angel  had  mofly  feats  round  it,  and  aS 

'  Hail  &c]  The  natural  ma-  autumn  oil'd  upon  it ;  that  is  the 

jefty  of  Adam,   and  at  the  fame  fruits  or   autumn.      So  in  Virg. 

time  his  fubmiflive  behaviour  to  Georg.  II.  5. 

the  fuperior  being,  who  had  vouch-  _  ^^  gravidus  autumno 

iafed  to  be  his  gueft;  the  folemn  Flo£t    *        * 

Hail,  which  the  Angel  bellows  up-  ° 

on  the  mother  of  mankind,  with       jm. t*rf*&\  Milton  writes 

K  k  4  it 
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To  us  for  food  and  for  delight  hath  caus'd  400 

The  earth  to  yield;  unfavory  food  perhaps 

To  fpiritual  natures;  only  this  I  know, 

tThat  one  celeftkl  Father  gives  to  all. 

To  whom  the  Angel.  Therefore  what  he  gives 

(Whofe  praife  be  ever  fung)  to  Man  in  part        405 

Spiritual,  may  of  pureft  SpiVits  be  found 

No'  ingratefol  food :  and  food  alike  thofe  pure 

Intelligential  fubftances  require, 

As  doth  your  rational ;  and  both  contain 

Within  them  every  lower  faculty  410 

Of  fenfe,  whereby  they  hear,  fee,  fmell,  touch,  tafte, 

Tatting  concodt,  digeft,  affimilate, 

And 

Jt  per/et  after  the  French  par/ait  or  him  in  thinking  them  the  editor's, 

the  Italian  per/etto;  our  ufual  way  tho'  we  entirely  agree  with  him  in 

of  fpelling  it-  is  after  the  Latin  wifhing,  that  die  author  had  takem 

ptrfeRus ;  and  very  rightly,  efpe-  more  care  what  notions  of  philofo- 

cially  as  we  make  ufe  likewife  of  phy  he  had  put  into  the  mouth  of 

the  word  perfeRion.     And  in  the  an  Arch-Angel.    It  is  certainly  a 

general  it  is  better  furely  to  derive  great  miftake  to  attribute  tho^/ 

our  language  from  the  original  La-  in  the  moon  (which  are  owing  to 

tin,  than  to  make  it  only  the  copy  the  inequalities  of  her  ftirface,  and 

of  a  copy.  to  the  different  nature  of  her  con* 

467.  N<?  ingrateful fiod :]  There  ftituent  parts,  land  and  water)  to 

being  mention  made  in  Scripture  attribute  them,  I  fay,  to  import  wot 

of  Angels  food,  Pfal.  LXXVIII.  25.  yet  turn' J  into  her  Jkhftance.     It  is 

that  is  foundation  enough  for  a  poet  certainly  very  unpbilofofbical  to  fay 

to  build  upon,  and  advance  thefe  that  the  fun  Jkps  ninth  the  ores, 

notions  pf  the  Angels  eating.  but  it  is  not  unpoetical.     And  what- 

41 5.— *f  elements  &c.)  Dr.  Bent-  ever  other  faults  are  found  in  thefq 

ley  is  for  omitting  here  eleven  lines  lines,  they  are  not  fo  properly  the 

together,  but  w§  cannot  agree  with  faults  of  Milton,   as  of  his  times, 
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Arid  corporeal  to  incorporeal  turn. 

For  know,  whatever  was  created,  needs 

To  be  fuftain'd  and  fed;  of  elements  415 

The  groffer  feeds  the  purer,  earth  the  fea, 

Earth  and  the  fea  feed  air,  the  air  thofe  fires 

Ethereal,  and  as  loweft  firft  the  moon; 

Whence  in  her  vifage  round  thofe  fpots,  unpurg'd 

Vapors  not  yet  into  her  fubftance  turn'd.  4*0 

Nor  doth  the  moon  no  notirifhment  exhale 

From  her  moift  continent  to  higher  orbs. 

The  fun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 

From  all  his  alimental  recompenfe 

In  humid  exhalations,  and  at  even  425 

Sups 

and  of  thofe  fyftcms  of  philofophy  Him  $**&*&  /'  m*&u 

which    he    had   learned    in    his  O  F  »*/©•  £*A«ww , 

younger  years.    If  he  had  written  Tc»  <T  n a/of  maw* 

after  the  late  difcoveries  and  im-  And  we  mav  fUpp0fe  the  poet  al- 

nrovements  in  fcience,  he  would  iudcd  t0  tj1is>  ^d  morc  particularly 

have  written  in  another  manner.  to  that  paflage  in  Pliny,  where  th« 

It  is  allow'd  by  all  philofophers,  fame  account  ^  giVCn  of  the  fpots 

that  the  fun  and  fixed  ftars  receive  m  thc  m00n-     Sidera  vcro  hau4 

their  fupplies  of  nourifhment;  but  duWc  ^^^q^  terreno  pafci,  quia 

b  what  manner  they  are  fed  and  ^^  dimidio  nonnunquam  macu- 

fupply'd  is  a  great  queftion:  and  lofa  cernatur,  fcilicet  nondum  fup- 

furely  a  greater  latitude  and  liberty  pctentc  ad  hauriendmn  ultra  jufb 

mayW  indulged  to  a  poet  in  fpeak-  ^   mzaJteg  cnim  non  aliud  effe 

ing  of  thefe  things,  than  to  a  phi-  m  ternB  ^^  cam    jm^^ 

lofopher.  The  lame  kind  of  thought  fordes.  jj^  2#  cap<  9. 

runs  through  an  Ode  of  Anacreon, 

/vi  •"  4.2 1#  rtor  motp  toe  moon  n§  fnuryp- 

^!    9*  .  ment  ixbale\hL*tixMm.  So 

H/rii  /•  JWf«'  «/tw!  V*g- Gcor*  '•  83'  Ncc 
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Sups  with  the  ocean.  Though  in  Heav'n  the  trees 
Of  life  ambi:ofial  fruitage  bear,  and  vines 
yield  nedar ;  though  from  off  the  boughs  each  mom 
We  brufh  mcllifli>oti6  dews,  and  find  the  ground 
Cover'd  with  pearly  grain :  yet  God  hath  here      430 
Varied  his  bounty  4b  with  new  delights, 
As  tnay  cempare  with  Heaven;  and  to  tafte 
Think  not  I  (hall  be  nice.    So  down  they  fat. 
And  to  their  viands  fell;  nor  feemingly 

The  Angel,,  nor  in  mift,  the  common  glofs        43  j 

Of 

Nee  nulla  intern  eft  iaaratr  gra-  dent  Doctors  were    of  opinion, 
tia  terra.  that  the  Angels  did  not  really  eat, 

'■     ,  irt     f  .    I,     ,    ,,     but  only  feemed  to  do  foj  and  they 

4,6. Though  tn  Hea*  n  the  d  {hat  Q  inion  principaUy  „£ 

tree,,  &c  ]  In  menootung   *„  ^  th/A      f^XJ  & 

?"'  ef-M>fi  T"  m  lCa  « the  book  of  Tolit,  xfr.  19.  k 
he  is  Jjifyd  ly  Secure.  See  tbtrtMsiui^pearuntoj^hntl 
Rev.  XXII.  2  Mat.  XXVI.  29  As  ^^  Mt  Z drink,  huTyu  £J 
»fpedung«fterwirdsof«a#««f  ^  ,  ^M>    But  „  ^^^ 

ai,U!e9  5VST*  *  w  1  ™^  A^  «M  •»/  eat  in  appearane* 
fr  bread  of  Heaven.  Pfel.  CV.  40.    on]*  but  b  reali       ^J^? 

<^  when  the  Jew  that  lay  was  pa/d  of  real  hunger  k  he  by*,  and 

l%*  ***  *""  '*'  •£»  /  '*»  this  opinion  is  confirm'd  by  the  ac- 

vMtmtfi  tbtr,  la,  a  /mall  round  ^^^  thc  Canonical  Scripture 

thmg,  a,  fmdl  a,  the  hoar  froft  on  of  Abrahanfs   entertaining  Three 

thogmud.  Exod.  XVI.  14.  and  ,t  A      b  at  onc  ^    ^  j*^ 

««,  Afr  vnander-feed,  -white;  and  ter£jD;ng  ^  4^  ^  »„,*«. 

*£«  ta|r  of  it  was  hkt  •wafer,  mad,  g^  Gen  xvm  ^  XIX.  There 

tw^W  vcr-  3'-  k  is  faid  plainly  that  meat   was 

435.         ■  the  common  glofs  fet  before  them,  and  they  did  eat; 

Of  Theologians ;]  The  ufual  com-  and  there  is  no  reafon  for  not  u»- 

anent  and  expofition  of  Divines,  derftanding  this,  as  well  as  the  reft 

For  feveral  of  the  Fathers  and  an-  of  the  relation,  laterally.  OfTheo- 

hgiaat; 
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Of  Thcologikns;  but  with  keen  difpatch 

Of  real  hunger,  and  coiKCH&ive  heat 

To  tranfubftantiate:  what  redounds,  tranfpire* 

Through  Spi  nts  with  cafe;  nor  wonder j  if  by  fire 

Of  footy  coal  th'  empiric  alchemift  ^0 

Can  turn,  or  holds  it  poffible  to  turn, 

Metals  of  droffieft  ore  to  perfect  gold 

As  from  the  mine*    Mean  while  at  table  Eve 

Minifter'd  naked,  and  their  flowing  cups 

With  pleafant  liquors  ccow^d:  O  innocence      44$ 

Deferving 

logons ;  this  fame  word  he  ufes  in  bd4  trial*  and  experiment*  (ip*-*, 
his  Tetracbordon,  p.  223.  Vol.  1.  etx,&  in  Greek  from  &&&  a  trial 
Wit.  1738.  or  experiment)  without  much  fkfll 

438.  —  what  redounds,  tranjpires  and  knowledge  in  the  art,  like  a 
&c.  J  This  artfully  avoids  the  indfc-  quack  in  phyfick.  And  they  muft 
cent  idea,  which  would  elfe  have  be  ilrange  empirics  indeed,  who  can 
bee*  apt  to  have  arifen  on  the  hope  to  fad  out  die  philofopher's 
Angels  feeding,  and  withal  giv#s  ftone,  and  turn  metals  of  droffieft  ore 
a  delicacy  to  thefe  Spirits,  which  to  ferfecl  gold.  But  it  is  not  Ilrange 
finely  diflinguiflies  them  from  us  in  that  our  author  fo  frequently  al- 
one of  the  moft  humbling  circum-  ludes  to  alchemy  (as  he  does  in 
fiances  relating  to  our  bodies.  II.  517.  III.  609.  as  well  as  here) 

Richard/on.  when  Johnfon  has  written  a  whole 
'  4.39.  —  nor  wonder  1  if  by  fire  Sec.}  comedy  upon  it 
Nor  w  it  a  wonder,  that  the  Angels  445.  With  flea/ant  liquors crown' }d:J( 
have  concoBi've  beat  in  their  Ho-  7o  crown  their  cups  was  a  phrafe 
machs  fufficient  to  tranfubftantiate^  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
to  turn  their  food  and  nouriihment  for  filling  them  above  the  brim, 
into  their  own  fubftance,  to  affimi-  but  yet  not  fo  as  to  run  over. 
late  as  it  was  faid  before,  and  turn  Thus  it  is  ufed  by  Homer,  Iliad. 
corporeal  to  incorporeal;   if  by  Are   1. 470. 

the  alchemift  can  turn  or  thinks  to  «OTfl»  iW*W# 

turn  all  metals  to  gold.    Tbe  em-  V97QlQ. 

fjrk  alchemift,  »  O**  who  ftUKes 
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Dcfcrving  Paradifc!  if  ever,  then, 
Then  had  the  fons  of  God  excufe  to*  have  been 
Enamout'd  at  that  fight;  but  in  thofe  hearts 
Love  unlibidinous  rcign'd,  nor  jealoufy 
Was  underftood,  the  injur'd  lover's  HelL  450 

Thus  when  with  meats  and  drinks  they  had  fuffie'd, 
Not  burden'd  nature,  fudden  mind  arofe 
In  Adas*,  ndt  to  let  th'  occafion  pais 
Giv'n  him  by  this  great  conference  to  know 
Of  •  things  above  his  world,  and  of  their  being    45^ 
Who  dwell  in  Heav'n,  whofc  excellence  he  few 
Tranfeend  his  own  fo  for,  whofe  radiant  forms 

Divine 

and  by  Virgil,   Gcorg.  II.  52S.     Aut*p  *r«  *r*ri©-  k*i  Uitru& 
— -  ct  focu  cratera  coronant  Homer.  Iliad.  I.  469: 

447.  Then  had the  fons of God ex-     Poftq«am  exempta  fames  epulis, 
cufe  &c.]  The  doubling  of  menfaque  remote, 

the  then  adds  great  force  and  em-      _  A  Virg.iEn.  1. 216. 

phafis;  if  ever,  then,  then  bad  the  Poft<luam  exempta  fames  et  amor 
fins  of  God  excufi  &c.  and  this  is  compreffus  edendi. 

faid  in  allufion  to  that  text,  Gen.  ^**  Vul.  184* 

VI.  2.  The  fons  of  God  /aw  the  Our  author  fays  the  fame  thing, 
daughters  of  men,  that  they  were  but  at  the  fame  time  insinuates  a 
fasry  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  fine  moral  of  the  true  end  of  eat- 
thai  they  chofe9  as  if  the  fons  of  God  ing  and  drinking,  which  is  to  fa- 
there  iignified  Angels.  See  note  on  tisfy  but  not  to  burden  nature;  and 
IJI.  463.  this  fort  of  temperance  he  not  only 

recommends  as  in  the  beginning  of 
4.51.  Thus  when  with  meats  and  this  book  and  XL  530.  &c,  but  re- 

drinks  they  hadfufficyd9  markably  practie'd  himfelf. 

Hot  burden'd  nature,  —J  455.  —  above  his  world,]  This 

is 
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Divine  effulgence,  whofe  high  pow'r  fo  far 

Exceeded  human,  and  his  wary  fpeech 

Thus  to  th'  empyreal  minifter  he  fram'd.  460 

Inhabitant  with  God,  now  know  I  well 
Thy  favor,  in  this  honor  done  to  Man, 
Under  whofe  lowly  roof  thou  haft  vouchfaf  'd 
To  enter,  and  thefe  earthly  fruits  to  tafte, 
Food  not  of  Angels,  yet  accepted  fo,  465 

As  that  more  willingly  thou  couldft  not  fcem 
AtHeav'n's  high  feafts  to'have  fed :  yet  what  compare  ? 

To  whom  the  winged  Hicrarch  reply 'd. 

O  Adam,  one  Almighty  is,  from  whom 

AQ 

is  the  reading  in  Milton's  own  edi-  468.  Tt  •uibm  tbenmnpJHUrareh 

tions,  and  not  above  this  world  as  reply  d.  ]    Raphael's   beha- 

Mr.  Fenton  and  Dr.  Bentley  have  vioor  is  every  way  fuitable  to  the. 

caus'd  it  to  be  printed.  dignity  of  his  nature,  and  to  that 

../:               ,  ,.        ,,       ,_  i  chara&er  of  a  fociable  Spirit,  wkk 

F  VIST',  if  X?aZ        }  which  the  author  has  fo  Judiciodly 

kTfiShlrfSf        /;W     ^  introduced  him.    He  had  received 

Sk/ST^      J??     *l  inftruftions  to  converfe  with  Adam, 

gl.  mto  two  ovulars,  the.rr,-  a80nefriend  converfes  wlth  ^ 

gence  of  the  Deity)  andthe«r^  who  wa$  amnWll     ^  de. 


power.         Pearce. 


ftrudion:  accordingly  he  is  repre- 


467.  —  jet  ixbat  compare  t  ]  fented  as  fitting  down  at  table  with 

His  fpeech  was  wary ;  and  he  was  Adam,  and  eating  of  the  fruits  of 

afraid  to  aflc  the  Angel  directly  of  Paradife.    The  occafion  naturally 

the  different  conditions  of  Men  and  leads  him  to  his  difcourfe  on  the 

Angels;  but  yet  intimates  his  de-  food  of  Angels.  After  having  thus 

fire  to  know  by  questioning  whe-  enter'd  into  converfation  with  Man 

ther  there  was  any  companion  be-  upon  more  indifferent  fubje&s,  he 

tween  them.  warns  him  of  his  obedience,  and 

makes 
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All  things  proceed,  and  up  to  liim  return,  470 

If  not  deprav'd  from  good,  created  all 
Such  to  perfcdion,  one  firft  matter  all, 
Indued  with  various  forms,  various  degrees 
Of  fubftance,  and  in  things  that  live,  of  life; 
But  more  refin'd,  more  fpiritous,  and  pure,         475 
As  nearer  to  him  plac'd  or  nearer  tending 
Each  in  their  feveral  aftive  fpheres  affign'd, 
Till  body  up  to  fpirit  work,  in  bounds 
Proportioned  to  each  kind.     So  from  the  root 
Springs  lighter  the  green  ftalk,  from  thence  the  leaves 
More  aery,  laft  the  bright  confummate  flower     481 
Spirits  odorous  breathes:  flow.'rs  and  their  fruit, 
Man's  nourifhment,  by  gradual  fcale  fublim'd, 

To 

makes  a  natural  tranfition  to  the  As  nsarer  to  bim  plac'd  or  nearer 

hiftoiy  of  that  fallen  Angel,  who  tending  &c.]  So  Spenfcr  ift 

was  employed  in  the  circumvention  his  Hymn  of   heavenly    Beauty, 

of  our  firft  parents.     Addifon.  fpeaking  of  the  earth,  the  air,  awl 

47 1 .         — —  created  all  above  that  the  pure  cryftallin, 

•  Such  ftf£*^™W£%£     By  viewwhereef  It  plainly  may 

all  pU,  good  1,  MgSte,' 1 not  ab-  Tha*PEs  emy  ^g  doth 
folutelyfo,  but  rerfefl  in  their  dif-  ward  tend  r 

ferent  kinds  and  degrees;  and  all  And  fanher  .u'fmm  earth    fo  m 
confifting  of  mu  firft  nuattr,  which  more  cjear 

^  ^Jat!l k  St*  ( in^tus }    And  {™  "  8row*  <*•    **/*• 

clothed  upon,  ninth  various  forms,  *  J 

&C.  478.  Till  body  ub  to  fpirit  4cwrl, 

475.  But  mart  refin%d9  more  Jpiri-    &c]    Our  author  fhould  have  con- 
tous,  and  pure,  fidercd  things  better,  for  by  attri- 

buting 
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To  vital  fpi  rite  afpire,  to  animal, 

To  intellectual ;  give  both  life  and  fenfe,  jfig. 

Fancy  and  understanding;  whence  the  foul 

Reafon  receives,  and  reafon  is  her  being, 

Difcurfive,  or  intuitive;  difcourfe 

Is  ofteft  yours,  the  latter  moft  is  ours, 

Differing  but  in  degree,  of  kind  the  fame.  499 

Wonder  not  then,  what  God  for  you  law  good 

If  I  refufc  not,  but  convert,  as  you, 

To  proper  fubftance ;  time  may  come,  when  Men 

With  Angels  may  participate,  and  find 

No  inconvenient  dTet,  nor  too  light  fere;  49 £ 

And  from  thefe  corporal  nutriments  perhaps 

Your  bodies  may  at  laft  turn  all  to  fpirit, 

Improved 

bating  his  own  falfe  notions  in  phi*  philofophy,  fo  was  too  much  of  a 

lofophy  to  an  Arch-Angel  he  has  fyftematift  in  his  divinity, 

really  leflen'd  the  chara&er,  which  482.   Spirits  odorous  ]   We  moft   . 

he  intended  to  raife.  He  is  as  much  take  notice  in  reading  this  verfe, 

miftaken  here  in  his  metaphyfics,  that  Sftrits  is  here  a  word  of  two 

as  he  was  before  in  his   phyfics.  fy llabies,  tho*  it  is  often  contra&ed 

This  notion  of  matter  refining  into  into  on*  or  pronounced  as  two  fhort 

foirit  is  by  no  means  obferving  the  ones,   and  .particularly  in  the  fc* 

bounds  proportion  d  to  each  land.     I  cond  line  after  this 

feppofe,   he  meant  it  as  a  com-  To  vita!  Jprits  ajptre ; 

ment  on  the  do&nn  of  a  natural  Jr         Jn 

body  changed  into  a  fpiritual  body,  and  the  fecond  fyllabk  in  odorous  Is 

as  in  1  Cor.  XV.  and  perhaps  bor-  to  be  pronounced  long,   tho*  the* 

tow'd  it  from  Tome  of  his  fyftems  of  poet  makes  it  fhort  m  other  places, 

divinity.      For  Milton,  as  he  was  IV.  166* 

loo  much  of  a*  materialift  ia  hit 

So 


Digitized  by 


Google 


39^  PARADISE  LOST.      BookV. 

Improv*d  by  traft  of  time,  and  wing'd  afcend 

Ethereal,  as  wc,  or  may  at  choice 

Here  or  in  heav'nly  Paradifcs  dwell;  500 

If  ye  be  found  obedient,  and  retain 

Unalterably  firm  his  love  entire, 

Whofe  progeny  you  are.    Mean  while  enjoy 

Your  fill  what  happinefs  this  happy  ftate 

Can  comprehend,  incapable  of  more.  505 

To  whom  the  patriarch  of  mankind  reply'd. 
O  favorable  SpiVit,  propitious  gueft, 
Well  haft  thou  taught  the  way  that  might  dircd 
Our  knowledge,  and  the  fcale  of  nature  fet 
From  center  to  circumference,  whereon  $10 

In 

So  entertained  thofe  odorous  fweets  quainted  with  the  fenfe  of  and- 

the Fiend:  quity  in  this  particular;    and  ad~ 

but  thefe  are  not  the  only  inftances,  P****?  *c  ™&«>n>  what  he-fijrt 

where  Milton  makes  ufe  of  this  "P0***1  *  l«fc  *[  you  will  not 

fame  poetical  licence.  fow.  lt  to  •*  P"*5*1*  ***   ra- 

r  tional. 

498.  and  wing'd  afcend  $o$.Wbofe  progeny  you  art. 1  From 

Etberealyoswe,]  Itisthedoarin  St.  Paul  Acls  XVII.  28.    Farvoe 

of  the  ableft  Divines  and  primitive  are  alfi  bis  of  spring  \  who  took  it 

Fathers  of  the  Catholic  Church,  from  Aratus,  To*  yap  kou  >y©- 

that  if  Adam  had  not  finned,  he  t^tr. 

would  never  have  died,  but  would        504.    Tour  fill  what  bappimefs  ] 

have  been  tranflated  from  Earth  to  Your  fill  of  what  happinefs,  or  /o 

Heaven;  and  this  dodrin  the  rea-  your  fill  what  happinefs. 
der  may    fee    illuftrated    in    the        509.— on//**  fcale  of  nature  fet 
learned  Bifhop  Bull's  difcourfe  of       From  center  to  circumference  A  The 

the  ftate  of  man  before  the  fall.  Our  fcale  or  ladder  of  nature  afcende 

author  no  doubt  was  very  well  ac-  by  fleps  from  a  point,  a  center,  to 

the 
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In  contemplation  of  created  things 

By  fteps  we  may  afcend  to  God,    But  fay, 

What  meant  that  caution  join'd,  If  ye  be  found 

Obedient  ?  can  we  want  obedience  then 

To  him,  or  poffibly  his  love  defert,  515 

Who  form'd  us  from  the  duft,  and  plac'd  us  here 

Full  to  the  utmoft  meafure  of  what  blifs 

Human  defires  can  feek  or  apprehend? 

To  whom  the  AngeL  Son  of  Hcav'n  and  Earth, 
Attend:  That  thou  art  happy,  owe  to  Godj       520 
That  thou  continued  fuch,  owe  to  thyfelf, 
That  is,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  (land. 
This  was  that  caution  giv'n  thee;  be  advis'd. 


the  whole  circumference  of  what 
mankind  can  fee  or  comprehend. 
The  metaphor  is  bold  and  vaftly 
expreffive.  Matter,  one firft  matter 
u  this  center ;  nature  infinitely  di- 
verfify'd  is  the  fcale  which  reaches 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  conceptions, 
all  round.  We  are  thus  led  to 
God;  whofe  circumference  nvbo 
can  tell?  Uncircumfcritfd  be  Jills  in- 
finitude, VII.  170.     Richard/on. 

c  1 2.  By  fiefs  <we'may  afcend  to  God."} 
There  is  a  real  vifible  ladder  (be- 
sides that  vifionary  one  of  Jacob) 
whofe  foot,  tho*  placed  on  the  earth 
among  the  loweft  of  the  creation, 
yet  leads  us  by  fiefs  in  contemflation 
if  created  things  up  CO  God  the  in- 

VOL.  I. 


God 

vifibld  creator  of  all  things*  Uumt* 
Milton  here  very  clearly  alludes  to 
the  Platonic  philofophy  of  rifing 
gradually  from  the  confideration 
of  particular  created  beauty  to  that 
which  is  univerfal  and  uncreated. 
fbyer. 

£20.  Attend:  Sec.  ]  The  fen- 
tences  here  are  very  fliort,  as  every 
thing  ought  to  be  in  the  prccep-' 
tive  way.  Quicquid  fr*cifics,  efio 
brcvisj  is  the  rule  of  Horace,  De 
Arte  Poet.  335.  And  this  brevity 
in  the  preceptive,  as  it  is  agreeable 
to  Horace's  rule,  fo  likewifc  to  his 
practice,  as  particularly  in  that 
firing  of  precepts,  Epift.  I.  II.  55, 
Sperne  voluptatcs,  &V. 

L  1         *  546.*— rfo* 
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God  made  thee  perfeA,  not  immutable; 

And  good  he  made  thee,  but  to  pcrfevere  $2S 

He  left  it  in  thy  pow'r;  ordain'd  thy  wUl 

By  nature  free,  not  over-rul'd  by  fate 

Inextricable,  or  ftrift  neceffity: 

Our  voluntary  fervice  he  requires, 

Not  our  neceffitatcd  $  fach  with  him  530 

Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  find;  for  how 

Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try'd  whether  they  ferve 

Willing  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  muft 

By  deftiny,  and  can  no  other  choofe? 

Myfelf  and  airth*  angelic  hoft,  that  ftand  $3$ 

In  fight  of  God  enthron'd,  our  happy  ftate 

Hold,  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds  j 

On  other  furety  none;  freely  we  ferve, 

Becaufe  we  freely  love,  as  in  our  will 

To 

546.     —than  ivbt*  To  be  both  nmU  and  deed  created 

Cherubic  fongt  &c.  ]  Adam  Had  free ;]  Nor  was  it  unknown 

mentioned  thefe  nightly  fongs  of  to  me  that  my  will  and  a&toes  art 

the  Angels  with  pleafure  in  IV.  free.    I  knew  I  was  free.     Two 

680  &c.    But  ftill  he  prefers  die  negatives  make  an  affirmative, 
converfation  of   the  Angel,    and  Ricbardfm* 

thinks  difcourfe  more  fweet,  „  . .  ,  r  , 

5  5  •  •  ■  tVtHfe  C9WtWOMm 

For  eloquence  the   foul,    fong        Single  is  yet  fi  juft,]  That  is  th* 
charms  the  ienfe.  command  not  to  eat  of  the  for- 

bidden tree,    the  only  command 
548.        •— •  nor  kmvf  1 not        given  to  Man;  and  it  is  {pokes 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BookV.      PARADISE  LOST,     *       39$ 

To  love  or  not;  in  this  wc  ftand  or  fall:  540 

And  fome  are  falPn,  to  difobedience  fall'n, 
And  fo  from  Heav'n  to  deepeft  Hell;  O  fatt 
From  what  high  flate  of  blifs  into  what  woe ! 
To  whom  our  great  progenitor.  Thy  words 
Attentive,  and  with  more  delighted  ear,  545 

Divine  inftru&or,  I  have  heard,  than  when 
Cherubic  fongs  by  night  from  neighboring  hills 
Aereal  mufic  fend :  nor  knew  I  not 
To  be  both  will  and  deed  created  free; 
Yet  that  we  never  (hall  forget  to  love  550 

Our  Maker,  and  ©bey  him  whole  command 
Single  is  yet  fo  juft,  my  conftant  thoughts 
Aflur  'd  me\  and  ftill  affure  2  though  what  thou  telFft 
Hath  pad  in  Heav'n,  fome  doubt  within  me  move, 
But  more  defire  to  hear,  if  thou  confent,  $SS 

The 

of  much  in  the  fome  manner  In     One  eafy  prohibition,  who  en-" 

IV.  419.  r,   *7       r    ^  ,1    1.. 

T  y  Free  leave  fo  large  to  all  things 

—  He  who  requires  clfe.  , 

From  us  no  other  fervice  than  to   ^  ^  ^^  ^  ^  ^ 

Tk;c  !fil   »i,;.  ^fv  eharcre  therefore  on  that  account  to  be 

This  one,  this  eafy  charge.  ^^  Uyetfojttfij  that  it  lays  a 

And  again,  ver.  432.  *«h«r  obligation  upon  our  obe^ 

5  ^         ™  dience. 

—  Then  let  at  sot  think  hard 

Lis  557-  Wartkf 
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The  full  relation,  which  muft  needs  be  ftrange, 
Worthy  of  facred  filence  to  be  heard; 
And  we  havfe  yet  large  day,  for  fcarce  the  fun 
Hath  finifti'd  half  his  journey',  and  fcarce  begins 
His  other  half  in  the  great  zone  of  Heaven.        560 

Thus  Adam  made  rcqueft;  and  Raphael 
After  fhort  paufe  affenting,  thus  began. 

High  matter  thou  injoin'ft  me',  O  prime  of  men, 
Sad  tafk  and  hard;  for  how  (hall  I  relate 
To  human  fenfe  th'invifible  exploits  565 

Of  warring  Spirits?  how  without  remorfe 
The  ruin  of  fomany  glorious  once 

And 

557.  Worthy  of  facred  filence  to  be  to  Altinons,  and  as  VirriTs  JEneas 

beard  i]  Worthy  of  religious  recounts  the  hiftory  of  the  fiege  of 

filence,  fuch  as  was  required  at  the  Troy  and  of  his  own  travels  to  Di- 

facrifices  and  other  religious  cere-  do ;  fo  the  Angel  relates  to  Adam 

monies  of  the  Ancients ;  alluding  the  fall  of  Angels  and  the  creation 

to  that  of  Horace,   Od.  II.  XIII.  of  the  world ;  and  begins  his  nar- 

29,  30.  ration  of  the  fall  of  Angels,  much 

Utrumqoe  Jfe r»  digna  filentio  j» thc  famc  msmncr  a?  <****?  docl 

Miranmr  umbrx  dfcere.  *"»  ™*unt  <£  *?  ****»&<>*  <* 

Ricbardfin.   Troy,  Virg.  ^n.  U.  3. 

563.  High  matter thou  injoMfi  me\  M™^J^*'  Jubcsrcn0™ 
O  prime  of  men, 

Sad  tajk  and  bard;  &c]   It  is  cu-  574.  —  though  <wbat  if  Earth 

ftoraary  with  the  epic  poets  to  in*  &c]  In  order  to  make  Adam  com- 

troduce  by  way  of  epifode  and  nar*  prehend  thefe  things  the  Angel  teUs 

ration  the  principal  events,  which  him  that  he  muft  liken  ffirumad  t§ 

happened  before  the  action  of  the  corporal  forms,  and  quefhons  whe- 

poem  commences:    And  as    Ho-  ther  there  is  not  a  greater  fimili- 

iner's  Ulyifes  relates  his  adventures  tude    and    refemblance    between 

thing? 
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And  perfect  while  they  flood?  how  laft  unfold 

The  fecrets  of  another  world,  perhaps 

Not  lawful  to  reveal?  yet  for  thy  good  570 

This  is  difpens'd;  and  what  furmounts  the  reach 

Of  human  fenfe,  I  (hall  delineate  fo, 

By  likening  fpiritual  to  corporal  forms, 

AS  may  exprefs  them  beft;  though  what  if  Earth 

Be  but  the  fhadow*  of  Heav'n,  and  things  therein  57$ 

Each  to'  other  like,  more  than  on  earth  is  thought? 

As  yet  this  world  was  not,  and  Chaos  wild 
Reign'd  where  thefe  Heav'ns  now  roll,  where  Earth 
now  refts 

Upon 

things  in  Heaven  and  things  in  from  its  remote  beginning  in  the 
Earth  than  is  generally  imagin'd,  fecond ;  and  (how  why  I  have  con* 
which  is  fuggefted  very  artfully,  as  fider'd  the  facking  of  Troy  as  an 
it  is  indeed  the  bell  apology  that  tpifodt>  according  to  the  common 
could  be  made  for  thofe  bold  fi-  acceptation  of  that  word.  But  at 
gures,  which  Milton  has  employ 'd,  this  would  be  a  dry  unentertaining 
and  especially  in  his  defcription  of  piece  of  criticifm,  I  ftiall  not  in- 
the  battels  of  the  Angels.  large  upon  it.  Which  ever  of  the 
577.  As  yet  tins  world  <was  not,  notions  be  true,  the  unity  of  Mil- 
tcc.  ]  Had  I  follow'd  Monfieur  ton's  aclion  is  prefenred  according 
BoiTu's  method,  I  fhould  have  da-  to  either  of  them;  whether  we  con- 
ted  the  aftion  of  Paradife  Loll  fider  the  fall  of  Man  in  its  imme-- 
from  the  beginning  of  Raphael's  diate  beginning,  as  proceeding 
fpecch  in  this  book,  as  he  fuppofes  from  the  refolutions  taken  in  the 
the  a&on  of  the  Mncid  to  begin  infernal  council,  or  in  its  more  re- 
in the  fecond  book  of  that  poem,  mote  beginning,  as  proceeding  from 
'I  could  allege  many  reafons  for  the  firft  revolt  of  the  Angels  in 
xaj  drawing  the  aclion  of  the  Heaven.  The  occafion  which  Mil- 
Mneid  rather  from  its  immediate  ton  affiens  for  this  revolt,  as  it  is 
beginning  in  the  firft  book,  than  founded  on  hints  in  holy  Writ,  and 

LI  3  on 
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Upon  her  center  pois'd;  when  on  a  day 
(For  time,  though  in  eternity,  apply'd  5  Bo 

To  motion,  meafures  all  things  durable 
By  prefent,  paft,  and  future)  on  fuch  day 
As  Heav'n's  great  year  brings  forth,  th*  empyreal  haft 
Of  Angels  by  imperial  fummons  call'd, 
Innumerable  before  th*  Almighty's  throne  585 

Forthwith  from  all  the  ends  of  Heav'n  appear'd 
Under  their  Hierarchs  in  orders  bright: 
Ten  thoufand  thoufand  enfigns  high  advane'd, 
Standards  and  gonfalons  ftwixt  van  and  rear 
Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  diftin&ion  ferve  590 

Of 

fm  the  opinion  of  fome  great  wri-  —  Et  incipient  magni  procedere 
ters,  fo  it  was  the  mod  proper  that  menfes,  Ed.  IV.  1 z.  Hmmt. 
the  poet  coukl  have  made  ufe  of.    piol>^  ,„„«.  „ r  *i—  u- 

Addtfon.    Sec  Auf0n>  Wyj    xvm         •  A 

579.  Upon  ber  tenter  pot'j'J;]  Pon-  proper  time  for  the  declaration  of 

dtritms  Hbrata  fids,   as  Ovid  fays  the  vicegerency  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Met.  I.  11.  or  as  Milton  elfewhere  Milton  has  the  feme  thought  for 

exprefles  it,  VII.  241.  the  birth  of  the  Angels  (ver.  861.) 

And  Earth  fclf-balane'd  on  her   JT^'Tf  foc^i!?,l  °f  !fw,1«i2? 

583.  At  Heav'n' s  gremtyear]  Our  into  eternity  did  the  vaft  mind  f£ 

poet  teems  to  have  had  Plato's  great  this  poet  carry  him  f    RieberJfa. 

year  in  his  thought  ^  &  em^etl  hoft}    *9 

Magnus  ab  mtegro  feclorum  na-  read  of  fuch  a  divine  aflembly  in 

Jcitnrardo.    Yirg.  Eel.  IV.  J.  J©f>>  If  6.   AVty  fl&w  <u*w  a  4t? 
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Of  hierarchies,  of  orders,  and  degrees ; 

Or  in  their  glittering  tiffues  bear  imblaz'd 

Holy  memories,  ads  of  seal  and  love 

Recorded  eminent*    Thus  when  in  orbs 

Of  circuit  inexpreffible  they  flood,  59$ 

Orb  within  orb,  the  Father  infinite, 

By  whom  in  hlifs  imbofom'd  fet  the  Son, 

Amidft  as  from  a  flaming  mount,  whofe  top 

Brightnefs  had  made  invifible,  thus  fpake. 

Hear  all  ye  Angels,  prpgeny  of  light,  600 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 
Hear  my  decree,  which  unrevok'd  fhaU  ftand. 

This 


moben  tbt/oms  of  God  earn  to  frtfint 
tbemfehes  before  tbe  Lord.  And 
again,  i  Kings  XXII,  19.  Ifvwthe 
Lord  fitting  on  bis  throne,  and  all  tbe 
hofi  of  Heaven  ftandsng  by  him  on  bis 
right  band  and  on  bis  left  >  which 
was  enough  to  furotth  the  hint  to 
Milton. 

580,  Standards  and  gonfalons']  A 
gpnfalon  is  fome  kind  of  ftreamer 
or  banner,  but  of  what  particular 
fort  authors  do  not  feem  to  be  at 
all  agreed,  and  neither  is  it  very 
material  to  know* 


598.  Amidfl  as  from  a  flaming 
fcc.  j  This  idea  feems  to  be  taken 
from  the  divine  prefence  in  tike 
mount,  Exod.  XIX.  when  God 
gave  his  commandments  to  the 
children  of  Ifracl,  as  here  he  is 


giving  his  great  command'  con- 
cerning the  Mefiiah  in  Heaven. 
598.  — —  <ivbo/e  tot 

Brightnefs  had  made  invifible,  ] 
The  uune  juft  and  yet  bold  thought 
with  that  in  III.  380. 

Dark  with  exceffive  bright  thy 
fkirts  appear. 
See  the  note  on  that  vcrfe.    Tbyer. 

602.  Hear  my  decree,  &c]  We 
<>bferved  before  that  Milton  was 
very  cautious  what  fentiments  and 
language  he  afcribed  to  the  Al- 
mighty, and  generally  confin'd 
himfelf  to  the  phrafes  and  expref- 
£ons  of  Scripture ;  and  in  this  par- 
ticular fpeech  the  reader  will  eaiily 
remark  now  much  of  it  is  copy'd 
from  holy  Writ  by  comparing  it 

h  I  i  witk 
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This  day  I  h*vc  begot  whom  I  declare 

My  only  Son,  and  on  this  holy  hill 

Hin*  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold         605 

At  my  right  hand;  your  head  I  him  appoint; 

And  by  myfelf  have  fworn  to  him  fliall  bow 

All  knees  in  Heaven,  and  fhall  confefs  hint  Lord: 

Under  his  great  vice-gerent  reign  abide 

United  as  one  individual  foul  610 

For  ever  happy:  Him  who  difobeys, 

Me  difobeys,  breaks  union,  and  that  day 

Ckft  out  from  God  and  blefled  vifion,  falls 

Into*  utter  darkneft,  deep  ingulf 'd,  his  place 

Ordain'd  without  redemption,  without  end.        615 

So  fpake  th'  Omnipotent,  and  with  his  words 
All  fcero'd  well  plcas'dj  all  feem'd,  but  were  not  all. 

That 

«rkh  the  following  texts.      /  have  myflerions  modems,  which  the  flnn- 

fet  my  Anointed  upon  my  holy  bill  of  ing  fphere  of  the  planets  and  fixed 

S.ioni  I  vAU  declare  the  decree 9  The  ftars  in  their  various   revolutions 

Lord  hatbfaid  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  imitates  neareft ;  windings  and  turn- 

fon,   this  day  have  I  begotten  thee,  ings  intangled  and  obfeure,  involv- 

Pfal.  II.  6,  7.    By  myfelf  have  I  ing  and  furroonding  one  another, 

/worn,  faith  the  Lord.   Gen.  XXII.  altho'  not  moving   on   die   fame 

16.  At  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  center,  yet  then  moft  regular  and 

Jhall  bow,  of  things  in  Heaven  ■  orderly,   when  to  our  weak  and 

and  every  tongue  Jhall  confefs   that  diitant    underftanding    they    feem 

Jefus  Chrifi  is  Lord  to  the  glory  of  moft  irregular  and  difturb'd. 

God  the  Father.  Phil.  II.  10,  1 1 .  And  thole  untruly  errant  calTd,  I 

foo.  l&yfiical  dance,  fee. J  Strange  trow, 
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That  day,  as  other  folemn  days,  they  fpent 

In  fong  and  dance  about  the  faered  hill; 

Myftical  dance,  which  yonder  ftarry  fphene        620 

Of  planets  and  of  fix'd  in  all  her  wheels 

Referable*  neareft,  mazes  intricate, 

Eccentric,  intcrvolv'd,  yet  regular 

Then  moft,  when  moft  irregular  they  feem; 

And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine  625 

So  fmooths-her  charming  tonesr  that  God's  own  ear 

Liftens  delighted.    Evening  how  approached 

(For  we  have  alfo  our  evening  and  our  morn, 

We  ours  for  change  delegable,  not  need) 

Forthwith  from  dance  to  fweet  repaft  they  turn      630 

Defirous*  all  in  circles  as  they  flood, 

Tables  are  fet,  and  on  a  fudden  pil'd 

With 

Sincere  cm  not,  who  doth  them   text  in  Job  XXXVIIL  37.    that 

guide  and  movc-  feems  t0  faVOr  the  °Pinion  °*  &* 

Fairfax,sTaffo,Cant.9.St.6.   Pythagoreans,  concerning  the  mu- 

fical  motion  of  the  fpheres,  though 

•  Aftra  tarn  ea  quse  funt  infixa  certis  our  tranflation  differs  therein  from 

locis,  turn  ilia  non  re  fed  vocabulo  other  verfions.   Gmcentum  cali  quis 

errantia,  &c.  Cicero  Tufc.  Difp.  dormre  /octet  f    Who   ihall    lay 

I  2  c     And  in  their  motions  fuch  afleep,  or  ftill  the  confort  of  the 

divine  perfection  appears,  and  their  Heaven?    But  this  is  to  be  un- 

harmonious  proportion  fo  tunes  her  derftood    metaphoncally,   of    the 

charming  notes,  that  God  himfelf  wonderful  proportions  obferved  by 

pleas'd  and  delighted,  pronounced  the  heavenly  bodies  in  their  various 

Item  good,  Gen.  I.  *8.  There  is  a  motions.        Bum. 

p  633.  —  rubied 
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With  Angels  food,  and  rubied  necTar  flows 

In  pearl,  in  diamond,  and  mafiy  gold, 

Fruit  of  delicious  vines,  the  growth.of  Heaven.    63  5 

On  flow'rs  repos'd,  and  with  fiefliflow'retscrowa'd, 

They  eat,  they  drink,  and  in  communioo  fwect 

Quaff  immortality,  and  joy,  fecure  .-.-- 

Of  furfeit  where  full  naea&re  only,  bounds 

Exeefs,  before  th'  all-bounteous  King,  who  (how'rd 

With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  joy.  64 1 

Now  when  ambrofial  night  with  clouds  exhal'd 

From 

613. rulied  ni8ar]   Neftar     Are  fill'd,  before  th'all-bouBteow 

of  the  color  of  rubies ;   a  tranfla-  King, 

^*YT?T*  WTdP  fH>^   In  the  fecond  edition  the  author  ai- 
uiaa.  aia.  35.  ter,d  h  ^  ^^  M  follows> 

—  */*te™r  *tfi  ru7«p  if  w6e^.     They  cat,  t^y  drink,  ^  b  ^ 

andOdyff.V.93.  ^    munionfwfet      ^ 

'  Quaff  immortality  and  joy,  feenre 

—  «ttps9»x«  t^xti £ap  Of  furfeit  where  full  meafure  only 
Af/C&rtiH  ar\nff<tfd,  Kl&asi  /1  bounds 

n£(& p  «f vflc;r.  Exeeft,  before  .th*  all- bounteous 

634.  In  pearl,  &c]  Thisfeaftof 

the  Angels  is  much  richer  than  the  Dr.  Bentley  is  for  reftoring   the 

banquet  of  the  Gods  in  Homer's  former  reading,  but  we  think  that 

Iliad,  IV.  3.  Homer's  Gods  drink  in  communion  Jhueet  gives  a  much 

lte&ar  in  golden  cups  x?v<r*ot<  <^«-  bette*  ^e*  than  <iwth  refeffionfweet. 

«r<Kaj/;  but  here  the  neftar  flows  To  quaff  immortality  and  joy,    to 

in  pearl,  in  diamond,  and  majjy  gold,  drink  largely  and  plentifully  of  im- 

In  the  Jirft  ediuon  it  was  thus.  ^  xxxyi  I  ?   /^^^ 

They  eat,  they  drink,  and  with    /£««  dr/*£  $f  /&  w  ^  thy  flea- 

refeftion  fwcet  furcs,  for  witt  tbt*  h  the  fountain  of 

Hf< 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BookV.      PARADISE  LOST.  403 

From  that  high  mount  of  God,  whence  light  and  (hade 
Spring  both,  the  face  ofbrighteft  Heav'nhadchang'd 
To  grateful  twilight  (for  night  comes  not  there  645 
In  darker  veil)  and  rofeat  dews  difposM 
All  but  th*  unsleeping  eyes  of  God  to  reft; 
Wide  over  all  the  plain,  and  wider  far 
Than  all  this  globous  earth  in  plain  outfpread, 
(Such  are  the  courts  of  God)  th'angelic  throng,  650 
Difpers'd  in  bands  and  files,  their  camp  extend 
By  living  ftreams  among  die  trees  of  life, 

Pavilions 

Ufa,  and  in  thy  light  JbaU  we  Jit  to  receive  an  addition  from  that  of 

light.    If  theie  verfes  were  left  out,  his  creatures  f    Riebardfin. 

then<as  Dr. Pearce rightly obfervw)       6       ambrofial mght}    S© 

the  words  in  ver.  641.  which  re-  Homer  caU$  Ae  m  kt  <B^_)&4 

prefent  God  as  renting  in  tb*r jy,  Kugf„m  j\1<e  ,,,,-j,,,  Hiaa.  II.  57. 

would  refer  to  fomething  that  is  uA  fl      for  ^  &me  na&>a  ^ 

nowhere  to  be  found ;  and  there-  j-j,  ver  ,„    becaufeitrefrelhea 

fore  Milton  (he  fuppofes)  infcrted  mi  fcmffhens  M  mach  u  food# 

fcefe  verfes  in  the  fecond  edition,  ag  much  M  ambrofia. 

that  the  m  of  the  Angels  might  be  «.v-«fa— tflMSh-iWll. 

ejmrefc'd.    Secmre  of/nrfeit,  are  m  646.  A4v*r  <uetll MdtM  fpella 

n^dangerof  it,  are  not  liable  to  this  word   d.ffere«ity,  Wtime* 

h,  as  men  are.    Where  fidl  meefure  *»A  fometimes  W«  but  «*/  u 

W/Wr  «k^/.    full  nieafure  is  right  from  the  Latin  velum. 

the  only  thing  that  torts  and  Kmits  6  .    ^/  ^  ,£•  ,«jft^w  ^  af 

them  j  the  utmoft  they  are  capable  Gedttrefti]  Sothe  Hahsift, 

Of  containing  is  the  only  bound  fet  pfaj  cxxi.  4.  tie  that  keefeth  Ifrael 

to  them;  they  have  foU  meafure,  fidi ^ther Jlumher  xtrjUef.    The 

hut  they  cannot  be  too  full,  they  autnor  nad   likewne   Homer  is 

cannot  overflow;  without  o'er/ow-  miaif  Hjad.  II.  1. 

ing  full.  .      .     ,  ~,    

Y4.1 .  rejoicing  in  their  joy.  ]  AAA./  *«r  f«  ©W 

What  an  idea  of  the  divine  good-  EinHsj  *«wrujp*oi'  A<*  «P  **«x« 
ncfs.whofeperfeahappinefsfeem.  ^^,^V|1BBOrtai, 
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Pavilions  numbcrlefs,  and  faddcn  rear'd, 

Celeftial  tabernacles,  where  they  flept  654 

Fann'd  with  cool  winds ;  fave  thofe  who  in  their  courfc 

Melodious  hymns  about  the  fovran  throne 

Alternate  all  night  long:  but  not  (o  wdk'd 

Satan;  fo  call  him  now,  his  former  name 

Is  heard  no  more  in  Heav'n;  he  of  the  firft, 

If  not  the  firft  Arch- Angel,  great  in  power,        660 

Ih  favor  and  praeeminence,  yet  fraught 

With  envy'  againft  the  Son  of  God,  that  day 

Honor'd  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclam'd 

Meffiah  King  anointed,  could  not  bear  664 

Through  pride  that  fight,  and  thought  himfelf  impair'd* 

Deep  malice  thence  conceiving  and  difdain, 

Soon  as  midnight  brought  on  the  dufky  hour 

Friend- 

Th'immortals  flumber'd  on  their      Uli  .alternantes  multt   vi  prselia 

thrones  above,  mifcent. 

All,   but  the  ever-wakeful  eyes    Virg.  Georg.  11L  zzo.  of  two  bulls 


65  3.  —andfudden  rear%\  There      Ha*  ***«—*  potior  fententia  vi- 


of  Jove.        Pope.  fighting. 

_  5  3.  —andfudden  rear'd,]  There  **xc  <u 

is  no  need  to  read  rear  with  Dr.  _     Ta.f    n       -  _ 

Bentley.  Rear'dheie  is  a  participle,  f**-  V'**7'  °/  ^neas  <*«Kl*r*t- 

Their  tents  were  numberlefs,  and  «g  whether  he  fhouldftay  or  go. 

rear'd  of  a  fudden.  _  67 l  •   r —  *»*  next  fuhrdinatt  ] 

Beelzebub,  who  is  always  repre- 

657.  Alternate  all  night  long :  ]  fented  fecond  to  Satan.     Satan  ad- 

Alternate  is  a  verb  here ;  alternate  drefles  him  firft  here,  as  he  does 

hymns,  frog  by  turns,  and  anfwer  likewife   upon  the  burning  lake, 

one  another.  Bopk  I, 
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Fricndlieft  to  flecp  and  filence,  he  refolv'd 
With  all  his  legions  to  diflodge,  and  leave 
Unworfhipt,  unobey'd  the  throne  fupreme  670 

Contemptuous,  and  his  next  fubordinate 
Awak'ning,  thus  to  him  in  fecret  fpake. 

Sleep'ft  thou,  Companion  dear,  what  fleep  can  clofe 
Thy  eye-lids?  and  remember'ft  what  decree 
Of  yeftcrday,  fo  late  hath  pafs'd  the  lips  675 

Of  Heav'n's  Almighty.  Thou  to  me  thy  thoughts 
Waft  wont,  I  mine  to  thee  was  wont  to* impart; 
Both  waking  we  were  one;  how  then  can  now 
Thy  fleep  diflent?  New  laws  thou  fceft  imJ>os'd; 
New  laws  from  him  who  reigns,  new  minds  may  raife 
In  us  who  ferve,  new  counfels,  to  debate  68 1 

What  doubtful  may  enfue:  more  in  this  place 

To 

673.  Sleepft  thou,  Companion  dear,   It  is  juft  the  fame  manner  of  fpeak- 
rwbatjlup  can  clofe  ing  as  in  II.  730. 

Thy  V:™^™^?*'"       —  what  f«ry,  O  Son, 
the   p^^iSSnS     Po^theeTo  bend  that  .onal 
^auation.W^*«,&^-.     A    inft  A    Father,8  h  ^?      d 

23.  What  fleep  can  clofe  thy  eye-ltdsi  J  J 

and  remember  ft  &c.    that  is  when  at  the  fame  time  that  thou  know'ft 

thou  remember ft  &c.  for  whom. 

682.         — -  more  in  this  place 

'•r—  potes  hoc  fub  cafd  ducere  To  utter  is  not  fofe.]  This  is  a 

{brnnos  ?  verfe,  but  I  believe  the  reader  will 

Virg.  JEn.  IV.  560.  agree,  that  it  could  not  have  bad 
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To  utter  is  not  fafe.    Aflemblc  thoa 
Of  all  thofe  myriads  which  we  lead  the  chief; 
Tell  them  that  by  command,  ere  yet  dim  night  685 
Her  (hadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  to  hafte, 
And  all  who  under  me  their  banners  wave, 

Homeward  with  flying  march  where  we  poflcfs 

The 


to  good  an  effeft,  had  it  been  an 
entire  verfe  by  itfclf,  as  it  has  now 
it  is  broken  and  made  part  of  two 
verfes. 

684.  Of  mil  thofe  myriads  which 
nue  lead  the  chief ;]  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  read*  the  chiefs:  but  Milton 
fpeaks  after  the  lame  manner  as 
here,  in  II.  469.  Others  among  the 
chief  Sec.  And  in  both  places  the 
chief  fignifies  the  feme  as  the  chiefs, 
only  this  is  a'  fubflantive,  and  that 
is  an  adjective,  agreeing  with  the 
word  Angels  underftood  m  the  con- 
ilru&ion.         Pearce. 

685.  Tell  thitn  that  by  command* 
Sec]  He  begins  his  revolt  with  a 
lie.  So  well  doth  Milton  preferve 
the  character  given  of  him  in  Scrip- 
ture. John  VIII.  44.  The  Devil  is  a 
Har9  and  the  father  of  Iks. 

689.  The  quarters  of  the  north;  ] 
See  Sannazarius  De  partu  Virginis, 
III.  40. 

Vos,  quum  omne  arderet  cerium 

(emlibus  armis, 
Ar&o  unique  furor  pertenderet  im- 

pius  axem 
Scandere,   et  in  gelidos  regnom 

transferre  Trioncs, 
Fida  manus  mccum  manfiftis. 


There  are  other  paftges  in  tko 
fame  poem  of  which  Milton  has 
made  ufe.  Torim. 

Some  have  thought  that  Milton 
intended,  but  I  dare  fay  he  was 
above  intending  here,  a  reflection 
upon  Scotland,  tho*  being  himletf 
an  Independent,  he  had  no  great 
affc&ion  for  the  Scotch  Prdbyte- 
rians.  He  had  the  authority,  we 
fee,  of  Sannazarius  for  fixing  Sa- 
tan's rebellion  in  the  quarters  of  the 
north,  and  he  had  much  better  au- 
thority, the  fame  that  Sannazarius 
had,  that  of  the  Prophet,  whole 
words  though  apply 'd  to  the  king 
of  Babylon,  yet  allude  to  this  re- 
bellion of  Satan,  Ifaiah  XIV.  12, 
13.  How  art  thou  falT*  from  Hta- 
ven,  O  Lucifer,  fin  of  the  morning! 
—  For  thou  haft  find  in  thine  heart* 
1  will  afcend  into  Heaven,  I  <wtU 
exalt  my  throne  above  thefiars  of  God. 
I  nvill  ft  alfo  upon  the  mount  of  the 
congregation  in  the  fides  of  the  north. 
The  north  conveys  the  idea  of  a 
difagrceable  cold  inclement  flcy; 
and  in  Scripture  we  read,  Out  of 
the  north  an  evil  Jball  break  forth, 
Jer.  I.  14.  /  vnll  bring  evil  from 
the  north  and  a  great  defiru£Houf  Jer. 
IV.  6.    Evil  affeareth  out  of  the 

north, 
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The  quarters  of  the  north;  there  to  prepare 
Fit  entertainment  to  receive  our  king 
The  great  Meffiah,  and  his  new  commands, 
Who  fpeedily  through  all  the  hierarchies 
Intends  to  pafs  triumphant,  and  give  laws. 
So  fpake  the  ialfe  Arch-Angel,  and  infus'd 


690 


Bad 


north,  Jer.  VI.  I.  St  Aaftm  fays 
that  the  Devil  and  his  Angels,  be- 
ing averfe  from  the  li^ht  and  fervor 
or  charity,  grew  torpid  as  it  were 
with  an  icy  hardnefs;  and  are 
therefore  by  a  figure  placed  in  the 
north.  Diabolus  igitur  et  Angeli 
ejus  a  luce  atque  fervore  caritatis 
averii,  et  nimis  in  fuperbiam  in- 
vidiamque  progreffi,  velut  glaciaJi 
duritia  torpuerunt.  Et  ideo  per 
figuram  tanquam  in  aquilone  po- 
nuntur.  Epift.  140.  Sect  55.  And 
Shakefpear  in  like  manner  calls 
Saian  the  monarch  of  the  north, 
1  Henry  VI.  A£.  V. 

And  ye  choice  Spirits,  that  ad- 

moniih  me, 
And  give  me  figna  of  future  acci- 

dents, 
You  fpeedy  helpers,  that  are  fub- 

ftitutes 
Under  the  lordly  monarch  of  tbt 

north. 

I  have  feen  too  a  Latin*  poem  by 
Odoricus  Valmarana,  printed  at 
Vienna  in  1627,  and  intitled  D*- 
monomachia  five  Dt  Beilo  JntiUigtn- 
tiarum  Juftr  Divhm  Ferhi  incarna* 


Hone.  This  poem  is  longer  than 
the  Iliad,  for  it  confifts  of  Ave  and 
twenty  books;  but  it  equals  the 
Iliad  in  nothing  but  in  length,  for 
the  poetry  is  very  indifferent. 
However  in  fome  particulars  the 
plan  of  this  poem  is  very  like  Pa* 
radife  Loft  It  opens  with  the  ex- 
altation of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
thereupon  Lucifer  revolts,  and 
draws  a  third  part  of  the  Angels 
after  him  into  the  quarters  of  the 
north,  $ 

—~  pars  tcrtia  laevam 
Hoc  duce  perfequitur,  gelidoque 
aquilone  locatur. 

It  it  more  probable,  that  Milton 
had  feen  this  poem  than  fome 
others,  from  which  he  is  charged 
with  borrowing  largely.  He  was 
indeed  an  umverfal  fcholar,  and 
read  all  forts  of  authors,  and  took 
hints  from  the  Moderns  as  well  as 
the  Ancients.  He  was  a  great  ge- 
nius, but  a  great  genius  form*d  by 
reading;  and  as  it  was  faid  of  Vir- 
gil, he  collected  gold  out  of  the 
dung  of  other  authors. 

702.7V/// 
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Bad  influence  into  th' unwary  breaft  695 

Of  his  aflbciate:  he  together  calls, 

Or  feveral  one  by  one,  the  regent  Powers, 

Under  him  regent;  tells,  as  he  was  taught, 

That  the  mod:  High  commanding,  now  ere  night, 

Now  ere  dim  night  had  difincumberM  Heaven,     700 

The  great  hierarchal  ftandard  was  to  move $ 

Tells  the  fuggefted  caufe,  and  cafts  between 

Ambiguous  words  and  jealoufies,  to  found 

Or 

702.   Tells  the  fuggefted  caufe,  ]      Shakes  from  his  rofy  lodes  die 
The  caufe  that  Satan  had  fuggeft-  pearly  dews, 
ed,  namely  to  prepare  entertain-     Diipels  the  darknefe,  and  die  day 
ment  for  their  new  king  and  receive  renews.        Drydcn. 
his  laws  :    and  cafts  between  ambi-  Bu(.  ftcre  u  a  mDch      ^  • 
guous  words,  imitated  from  Virg.  pricty  in  MUton's  comparing  Satan 
ilau  ""•  98-  to  the  morning  ftar,  as  he  is  often 
—  hinc  fpargere  voces  fjpoken  of  under  the  name  of  La- 
in vulgum  ambiguas.  cifer,   as  well  as  denominated  in 

d    „.  ,  .  Scripture,  Lucifer  fox  of  the  morning. 

70S    Hts  count  nance  as  the  morn-    ^  xjy>    £  *  . 

tngftar  that  guides  &C.J  This 

fimilitude  is  not  fo  new  as  poetical.  709*  ■■    ■       and  with  Hts  Sec*  ] 

Virgil  in  like  manner  compares  the  Dr.  Bentley  fays  that  the  author 

beautiful  young  Pallas  to  the  morn-  gave  it  and  his  Hts  &c.  but  by  the 

ing  ftar,  Mn.  VIII.  589.  expreffion  his  countenance  is  meant 

Qualis,  ubioceaniperfufus  Luci-  Jf  hi"'elf'  *  1™  ^n«  F"  ** 
ferunda  the  whole,  as  in  II.  683.  we  hare 

Quern  Vemi  ante  alios  aftrorum  ■**"*PB*ftr  *«  whole  perfon:  it 
diligit  ignes,  Vtiy  jC2°ent  m  ScnPture.,°  ?? 

Extulitosftcrumccelo,  tenebraf-  ?e ,word  faci  %  e ***—«»  *». 
querefolvit.  fenfe :  as  m  Luke  IX  53  we  read 

^  of  our  Saviour,  that  the  Samaritans 

So  from  the  feas  exerts  his  radiant  did  not  receive  him,  becaufe  his  face 
head  was  as  tbo*  he  (Greek,  it)  would  p 

The  ftar,  by  whom  the  lights  of  to  Jerufalem.  See  alfo  Levit.  XIX. 
Heay'n  are  led ;  32.  But  if  this  will  not  be  allowed 

to 
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Or  taint  integrity :  but  all  obey'd 

The  wonted  fignal,  and  fuperior  voice  705 

Of  their  great  potentate}  for  great  indeed 

His  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  Heaven  * 

His  countenance,  as  the  morning  ftar  that  guides 

The  ftarry  flock,  alluf'dthem,  and  with  lies 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'n's  hoft.    7 1  o 

Mean  while  th' eternal  eye,  whofe  fight  difcerns 

Abftrufeft  thoughts,  from  forth  his  holy  mount 

And 

to  be  Milton's  meaning,  yet  it  may  Drew  after  him  the  third  part  6* 
he  faid  that  Satan's  countenance,  fe-  Heav'n's  hoft. 

during  his  followers  bydifguifing 

me  foul  intentions  of  hb  heart,  711-  Mean  w*'£  th  eternal  eve, 
may  be  very  properly  faid  to>  „  ,  whofe  fight  difcerns  be.]  Dr. 
duce  with  Met.  We  read  in  Ci-  Bentley  feems  very  fure  that  Mil- 
cero's  Epiftles  to  his  brother,  frons,  ton'8  tcxt  "  w^g  hcrc>  becaufe  in 
Kuli,  y^xmferfapementiuntur.  Lib.  ***»&  of  Ac  conftruaion  it  is 
I .  Ep.  i .  c.  c.         Pgarce.  ***"  °*  *&**  eternal  eye  that  xxfimUng  • 

/aid,  ver.  718.     He  would  there- 

7 10.  Drew  after  him  the  third  fart  forc  pc^uade  us  that  Milton  gave  it 
of  Heart* s  hoft.]    Behold  a     Mcan  whilc  ^  Etcmal>  a  whofe 
XT'*' "d dragon- and  bis  tail drew  fight difccms  &c 

the  thtrd  fart  of the  fiars  of  Heaven,    .  D 

and  did  cafi  them  to  the  earth.  Rev.  But  would  not  Hi  in  this  place  thus 
XII.  3, 4.  Dr.  Bentley  finds  fault  following  tb' Eternal  be  a  botch  in 
with  this  verfe  as  very  bad  mea-  poetry?  Milton  frequently  takes 
fore :  but  as  a  perfon  of  much  a  liberty,  allowable  in  a  poet,  of 
better  tafte  obferves,  there  is  a  exprefling  ohly  fome  part  or  qua- 
great  beauty  in  the  rail  of  the  lity  of  a  perfon,  when  he  means 
numbers  in  this  line  after  the  ma-  the  perfon  himfelf,  and  goes  en  to 
jefty  of  thofe  before  and  after  it,  fay  things  which  (properly  fpeak- 
occafion'd  principally  by  the  change  ing)  are  applicable  only  to  the  per- 
of  the  fourth  foot  from  an  iambic  fon  himfelf.  And  Milton  had  good 
into  a  trochaic ;  an  artifice  often  authority  for  doing  fo :  in  Pfal. 
made  ufe  of  by  Milton  to  vary  his  LI  V.  7.  *the  eye  is  made  a  perfon, 
numbers  by  thofe  difcords.  mine  eye  Jball  fee  his  dejire  upon  mine 

Vol.  I,  Mm  enemies : 
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And  from  within  the  golden  lamps  that  bum 
Nightly  before  him,  faw  without  their  light 
Rebellion  riling,  faw  in  whom,  how  tyread 
Among  the  fons  of  morn,  what  multitude* 
Were  banded  to  oppofe  his  high  decree; 
And  fmiling  to  his  only  Son  thus  (aid. 

Son,  thou  in  whom  my  glory  I  behokl 
In  full  refplendence,  Heir  of  all  my  might. 
Nearly  it  now  concerns  us  to  be  futt 


7H 


710 
Of 


enemies:  fo  in  Mat.  XX.  15.  the 
etye  it  put  for  the  whole  man,  Is 
ibine  eye  evil,  becaufe  I  am  gold? 
See  alio  Prov.  XXk.  1 7.  Pearce. 
tfis  count* nance  alhird,  an/!  nvitb  lies 
iremo  after  bim  &c.  The  eternal  eye 
faw  &c.  and  fmiling /aid  —  give 
great  offence  to  Dr.  Bentley,  and 
Dr.  Pearce  fays,  bis  countenance  &nd 
tbe  eternal  eye  are  the  part  for  the 
whole  dr  the  perfon.  But  a  very 
learned  and  ingenious  friend  que- 
ftions,  whether  they  are  not  here 
tifed  equivocally,  and  to  be  con- 
ftrued  either  as  one  or  the  other 
according  as  the  feiife  requires.  Tis 
Satan's  countenance  that  allures 
them  like  the  morning  ftar,  but 
'tis  Satan  himfelf  that  dratvs  them 
after  him  with  lies  ;  fo  the  eternal 
c*yc  fees,  but  the  fmiling  faid  muft 
relate  to  the  Eternal  himfelf.  Spen~ 
fer  has  a  ftronger  inflance  of  the 
impropriety  here  taken  notice  of 
by  the  critics,  and  it  is  repeated 
as  here  in  Milton.  Spenfer  3  Epi- 
thdaxnita. 


Her  long  loofo  yellow  hch  likt 

golden  Wire, 
Sprinkled  with  ptad>  andperlbg 

nW*rs  atwecn, 
Do  like  a  golden  mantle  ber  wr* 

fire: 
And  being  crowned  with  igirbai 

green* 
Seem  like  fome  maiden  queen. 
Her  mvdeft  eyes  aba&ed  to  behokl 
So  many  galers*  as  on  her  do 

ftare, 
Upon   die  lowly  ground  affined 

are; 
Ne  dare  lift  up  her  countenance 

too  boM, 
But  blnjb  to  Aiorherpraifes  fungi* 

loud, 
So  far  from  being  proud. 

713.  And  from  within  the  goiden 

lamfs]  AHoding  to  the  lamps 

before  the  throne  of  Ood,  wfaieh 

St  John  faw  in  his  vifion,  Rev.  IV. 

5.  And  there  were  feven  lamfs  of 

fire  turning  before  tie  tbrome. 

716*  Among 
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Of  our  omnipotence*  and  with  what  arms 
We  mean  to  hold  what  anciently  we  dame 
Of  4ciqr  or  empires  fueh  a  foe 
Is  riling,  who  intends  to*  ere&  his  throne  ^2| 

$$ual  to  ours,  throughout  the  fpacious  north  $ 
Nor  fo  content,  hath  in  has  thought  to  try 
In  batftd,  what  our  pow'r  is,  or  our  right* 
Let  us  advi&>  and  to  this  hazard  dfew 
With  fpeed  what  fcrcf  1$  l«ft»  and  aft  eniploy    739 

II 

^i6.  -Aiwg  tht  fins' of  W$r9,]  <mi  wil  TW*  W  fcvser**  » 
*The  Angels  arc  here  call'd  fins  of  fiances  of  the  like  manner  of  fpeak* 
the  morning,  a*  Lucjftr  is  in  Ik.  ing  in  *e  propfiets.'  $ut  this  M 
XIV.  12.  probably. upon  account  particularly  grounded  upon  Pfah 
of  their  ^Ijncnttfion ;  ior  to  *x-  II.  i*  $c.  Jfi&t  4  /ijr  Miotbtntage, 
preft  the  angelic  beauty  .and  glafl-  ana1  the  people  imagin  a  main  thing  f 
Deft,  the  nwniog  being  the  *  moft  — —  agaimjt  the  Lord  dud  afrinfihif 
delightful  feafon  of  the  day.  Job.  Anointed —r-  He  thptjittetb  in  the 
%\.  17.  Thine  age  jhall  ht  clearer  Heavens /ball  laugh,  the  UrJJbsU 
than  the  noon-Jap ;  tbpu  Jbajt  Jhine  have  them  in  derifiois.  It  jtopeaj^ 
firth,  thou  Jhait  he  as  the  mining,  that  Our  author  had  this  parage  4t 
XXXVIII.  7,  When  the  morning  view,  by  his  making  the  Son  al- 
ftars  fang  together,  and  the  fins  of  lude  fo  plainly  to  it  in  his  anfwer. 
Godjboutejforjo*.    See  tdfo  Cant, 

VI.  10.  Ife.  LV1II.  8,  Bicbardfon.         —Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  4bes 

I  uftiy  haft  in  derifion,  and  fecure 

718.  Andfnaliug)   htt  not  the     Laugb'ft  at  their  vain  defigns  and 
Jnous  reader  be  offended,  becaufi  tumults  vain, 

the  fupreme  Being  is  repoeiented  as 

finiHng  and  {peaking  iroiricaHy  of       *}  1 9*.  —  in  <whom  my  glory  J  Behold 
his  foes;  for  fuch  figures  of  fpeedh        IhfullreJpUndenee,  Heir  of  all  my 
are  not  unufual  in  toe  Scripture  it-  fright,]  For  he  is  the  bririxt- 

fdf.    Immediately  after  the  fall  of  tiefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  ap^ 
*fan  we  read,  <5en.  III.  22.    And  pointed  heir  of  all  t&ngs,   Heh.  I. 
the  lord  Godfmid,  Behold  the  Man    2,  3. 
is  become  as  one  of  us,  to  inrw  good 

Mm*  734.  Lightning 
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In  our  defenfe,  left  unawares  we  lofc 

Tais  our  high  place,  our  fandtuary,  our  hill. 

To  whom  the  Son  with  calm  afpeft  and  clear, 
Lightning  divine,  ineffable,  ferene, 
Made  anfwer.    Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  foes    735 
Juftly  haft  in  derifion,  and  fccure 
Laugh'ft  at  their  vain  defigns  and  tumults  vain, 
Matter  to  me  of  glory,  whom  their  hate 
Illuftrates,  when  they  fee  all  regal  power 
Giv'n  me  to  quell  their  pride,  and  in  event         740 
Know  whether  I  be  dextrous  to  fubdue 
Thy  rebels,  or  be  found  the  worft  in  Heaven. 

So  fpake  the  Son ;  but  Satan  with  his  Powers 
Far  was  advanc'd  on  winged  fpecd,  an  hoft 
Innumerable  as  the  ftars  of  night,  745 

Or  ftars  of  morning,  dew-drops,  which  the  fun 

Im- 

734.  Lightning  divine,']  If  light*  the  ftars  of  morning,  dew-drop*, 

nlng  is  a  participle,  the  adjective  feems  as  new  as  it  is  beautiful: 

divine  is  to  be  taken  adverbially,  And  the  fan  impearls  them,  turns 

as  if  he  had  bid  Lightning  divinely:  them  by  his  reflected  beams   to 

bat  it  is  rather  a  lubftantive,  and  feeming  pearls ;  as  the  morn  was 

in  Scripture  the  Angel's  counte-  faid  before  to  fow  the  earth  ivitb 

nance  is  faid  to  have  been  like  light-  erient  pearl,  ver.  2. 

fang;  Dan.  X.  6.  Mat.  XXVIII.  3.  750.  In  their  triple  degrees ;]  This 

notion  of  triples  in  aS  the  oeco- 

746.  Or  pars  rf  morning,  dew-  nomy  of  Angels  is  ftartcd  by  Taflb9 

drops,]   Innumerable  as  the  Cant.  18.  St  96. 
fta/s  is  in  old  fimile,  but  this  of 

Si 
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Impearls  on  every  leaf  and  every  flower* 

Regions  they  pafs'd,  the  mighty  regencies 

Of  Seraphim  and  Potentates  and  Thrones   . 

In  their  triple  degrees;  regions  to  which  75> 

All  thy  dominion,  Adam,  is  no  more 

Than  what  jthis  garden  is  to  all  the  earth, 

And  all  the  fea,  from  one  entire  globofc 

Strctch'd  into  longitude;  which  having  pafs'd 

At  length  into  the  limits  of  the  north  75$ 

They  came,  and  Satan  to  his  royal  feat 

High  on  a  hill,  for.  Uazing,  as  a  mount 

Rais'd  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and  towers 

From  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  gold; 

The  palace  of  great  Lucifer,  (fo  call  769 

That  ftrudfcure  in  the  dialed  of  men 

Interpreted)  which  not  long  after,  he 

Afle&ing 

In  battd  round  of  fquadrons  three  The  fancy  was  borrowed  from  the 

they  flood,  Schoolmen.                         Bentley. 

And  all  by  threes  thofe  fyuadrwis  Spenfer  has  aeain  the  fame  notion, 

ranged  were :  and  ufes  the  fame  expreflion  in  hit 

Hymn  of  heavenly  love, 

and  by  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  I.  Thcre  they  io  ^cir  trinaj  /nr^-- 

Cant.  1 2.  St.  39.  jibs 

m    m  .  About  him  wait,  and  on  his  will 

like  as  it  had  been  many  an  depeadL 
Angel's  voice 

Singing  before  thv  eternal  Majefty,        761 . in  the  HaUa  of  men] 

In  theS  triml  tripticities  on  high.  The  learned  reader  cannot,  but  bq 

Mm}  pleafe4 
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Affecting  all  equality  with  God, 

In  imitation  of  that  mount  whereon 

Mcfliah  was  declar'd  in  flgftt  of  Heavtfl,  y%$ 

The  Mountain  of  the  Congregation  eallM  j 

For  thither  he  affembled  all  his  tram, 

Pretending  fo  commanded  to  commit 

About  the  great  reception  of  thelt  lung 

Thither  to  come,  and  with  cdkfamnious  art  770 

Of  counterfeited" truth  thus  feld  their  ear* 

Thrones,  Dominations,  tVfecedoms,  Virtues,  PoWert, 
If  thefe  maghific  titles  yet  remain 
Not  nierely  titular,  fince  by  decree        •  •• 
Another  now  hath  to  himftlf  ingrefiVl  77  j 

All  pow'r,  and  us  ecl^s'd  wider  Ac  nam*- 

XX 

pleafcd  with  the  poet's  imitation  which  are  in  ute  only  afhiong  lite 

of  Hom"er  in  this  line.     Homer  learned  to  the  Gods,    and  thofe 

mentions  perfons  and  things,  which  which  are  in  vulgar  ufe  to  men. 

|ie  tells  us  in  the  language  of  the  However  that  be,  this  manner  of 

Gods  are  call'd  by  different  names  ijpcaking  certainty  gives  a  dignity 

from  thofe  they  go  by  in  the  Ian-  to  the  poem,  and  looks  as  if  the 

guage  of  men.  Muton  has  imitated  poets  had  converted  with  the  Gab 

Eim  to  1th  his  ufual  judgment  in  this  themfelves. 

particular  place,    wherein  he  has  766*  The  Mountain  x>f  the  Gnjgre- 

likewife  the  authority  of  Scripture  gatum  *al?d\  1  AHaditog  €Q 

tojuftifyhim.                      Jddifon.  what  we  quoted  before  ffrrai  X&. 

The  fchojiaib  and  commentators  XIV.  13.    /  'will  exalt  my  thro** 

upon  Homer  endevor  to  account  above  the  Jl*rs  of  God\    /  naill  fii 

for  this  manner  of  fpeaking  feveral  alfo  upon  the  mount  of  the  congre- 

toays;   but  the  moll  probable  is,  gatiox*,  in  the  fides  of  the  ntrtb^ 
that   he  'attributes   thofe    names 

77?.  Tkrmt 
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Of  King  anointed,  for  whom  all  this  h»fte 
Of  midnight  march,  apd  hpf  ripd  meeting  here, 
This  only  to  CQnfyit  how  we  may  heft 
With  what  qaay  be  devis'd  of  honors  flew  780 

Rfecive  him  coqtipg  tp  receiv/e  from  W 
Knee-tribute  y$t  wp*14,  probation  yife, 
Too  much  to  on?,  Intf  4Qubl§  how  iqdor'd, 
To  one  and  to  his  image  now  prcdamM? 
But  wha^  if  better  cou^eje  might  ?re<$  785 

Out  minds,  and  teach  us  to  caft  off  this  yoke  ? 
Will  ye  fpbmit  your  neplts,  and  chopfe  to  bend 
The  fuppic  knee?  ye  will  not,  if  I  truft 
To  know  ye  rig^tf,  or  if  y$  know  younfelves 
Natives  and  fons  of  Heav'n  pofieft'd  before         799 

By 

77*.  Thm#>  Dmdmaim,  Pmte-  Crwn'd  them  with  glory,  and  to 

Joms,  Virtues,  Ppwnv,']  The  their  glory  nam'd 

Ufe  of  Ac  jptiffd  Vtrtm  in  this  line  Thrones,   Dominations,    Prinoc- 

cfearly  explains  what  Alikoninfiwt  doms,  Virtues,  Powers. 

by  tJP  tngeUc  Virtue  in  ver.  371.  fbyer. 

Wd  rmld.  By    ra%    D^   Bcndey,s   falfa 

It  was  an  prder  of  Angels  djAin-  pointing  of  <this  paflage  has  led 

gttifcy  by  that  sane.    This  is  the  others  to  miftake  the  Tenfe  of  it, 

wore    evidently  his  meaning  by  «s  well  as  himfelf.    He  refers -tho 

thefe  lines  aftar,  ver.  £37.  word  peftjsd  to  Mtfiavr  and  fins* 

-aodaHtheSpiritsofHeaven  ?^  ^ A53SS 
f  By  him  created  it  their  bright  de-  preceding,  there  being  no  comma 
.•       ^reiw,  between  them  in  Milton's  own  edir 

M  m  4  uoov 
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By  none,  and  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free, 

Equally  frees  &*  orders  and  degrees 

Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  confifL 

Who  can  in  reafon  then  or  right  affumc 

Monarchy  over  fuch  as  live  by  right  795 

His  equals,  if  in  powV  and  fplendor  lefs. 

In  freedom  equal?  or  can  introduce 

Law  and  edi<9:  on  us,  who  without  law 

Err  not?  much  lefs  for  this  to  be  our  Lord, 

And 

tions,  as  there  is  in  Dr.  Bendey's?  For  government,   though  high, 

And  is  not  the  paflage  to  be  under-  and  low,  and  lower, 

flood  thus,  that  No  one  fofefi'd  Hea-  Put  into  parts,  doth  keep  in  one 

wen  before  them,  they  were  a  fort  of  confent ; 

Aborigines  ?   which  notion  Satan  Congreeing  in  a  full  and  natnra) 

explains  more  at  large  in  his  fpl-  dofe, 

lowing  fpeech,  ver.  859.  Like  mufic : 

We  know  no  time  when  we  were  *.«,.,         .,■**.  1      *«» 

not  as  now ;  an<* m  Troilus  and  Creffida,  Ad  I. 

Know  none  before  us,  felf-begot,  Take  but  degree  away,  untune 

felf-rais'd  that  firing, 

By   our  own  quick'ning  powV,  And  hark  what  difcord  fellows. 

when  fatal  courfe  799. mueb  lefs  fir  Tins  to  k 

Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  our  Lord,]    This    paflage 

mature  items  to  me  as  inexplicable  almoft 

Of  this  our  native  Heav'n,  ethe-  as  any  in  Milton.     Dr.  Bendej 

real  fons.  thinks  it  hard  to  find  what  fir  tins 

792.  —  fir  orders  and  degrees  relates  to ;  and  therefore  readsjWvw 

Jar  not  nvitb  liberty,    but  well  ibink,  or  if  we  have  no  regard  to 

eenfift.]   Jar,   a  metaphor  the  likenefs  of  the  letters,  a#ire, 

taken  from  mufic,   to  which  both  frefume,  or  other  fuch  word.  Then 

the  philofophers  and  poets  have  al-  the  feries  (he  fays)  will  be  this, 

ways  loved   to  compare  govern-  Who  can  introduce  law  and  e£a  o* 

ment.    So  Shakefpear,  Henry  V.  »j>  mucbUfsczn  he  /W#»t,takc 

^  *•  it  in  his  fcheme  or  view,  /*  itewm 
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And  look  for  adoration  to  th'abufe  800 

Of  thofe  imperial  titles,  which  aflert 
Our  being  ordain'd  to  govern,  not  to  ferve. 

Thus  fkr  his  bold  difcourfc  without  controll 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  Seraphim 
Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  ador'd  805 
The  Deity',  and  divine  commands  obey'd, 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  flame  of  zeal  fevere 
The  current  of  his  fury  thus  oppos'd, 

O 

our  Lord  and  mafter.  Dr.  Pearce  Mr.  Warburton  dill  underfbtnds  it 
fpfi%  that  the  fentence  is  elliptical,  otherwise.  Who  can  in  reafon  aA 
and  may  be  fupply'd  thus,  much  fume  monarchy  over  thofe  who 
lefs  can  he  for  tbii  (viz.  for  pur  are  his  equals?  and  introduce  law 
being  lefs  in  power  andjplendor ,  ver.   and  edift  upon  them,  when  they 

S96.)  in  'right  n£hme  to  be  our  Lord,  can  conduit  their  &&k>ns  rightly 
ftr.  Richardfon  underftands  it  to  without  law  ?  much  lefs  for  this  in-  \ 
be  fpoken  blafphemonfly  and  with  trodu&km  of  law  aid  edi&  dame 
contempt  of  the  Meffiah,   This  the  right  of  dominion.     For  he 
mother,  ver.  775.  Tim  King  anoint-  thought  Jthe  giving  of  civil  laws 
tdt  ver.  777.    And  then  the  fenfe  did  not  introduce  dominion.     Hit 
will  run  after  this  manner,   Who  head  was  full  of  the  ancient  k~ 
can  then  in  jufiice  ajfunu  monarchy  giflators,  who  gave  laws  to  equal* 
oner  equals f  or  can  introduce  a  law  and  ft  rangers,  and  did  not  pretend 
and  eatcJ  upon  us,  who  without  /aw  to   the   right  of  difpenfmg  them, 
are  infallible?  much  lefs  am  he  in-  which  is  dominion.     So  he  feys 
troduce  a  law  and  edit!  for  This  (I  before 
don]t  fey  what)  to  be  our  Lord  and      _  for  orde„  and  -^ 
mm*  a&ratwn  from  us:   But  then     jar  not  ^  ^       g 
we  muft  write  This  with  a  gjreat     **  ' 

letter,  and  we  muft  not  continue  This  is  good  fenfe,  but  ftill  the 
fhe  note  of  interrogation  at  the  grammatical  conftru&ion  is  not  eafy. 
end  of  the'fpeech.  If  we  fhould,  I  fuppofe  it  muft  be  thus,  much 
I  imagin  we  fhould  be  oblig'd  to  /^^r/£i7  (can  he  aflame  ver.  794.) 
lead  much  more  infteag  of  much  lefs.  to  be  our  Lord. 

809.  O 
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O  argument  blafphcmou*,  fcife  andprmuU 
Words  which  no  car  ever  to  hear  ift  Heaven      8  io 
Expe&ed,  leaft  of  all  from  thee,  Ingrate, 
In  place  thyfelf  fo  high  above  thy  peers, 
Canft  thou  with  impious  obloquy  condema 
The  jufi  decree  of  God#  pronouue'd  and  fworn, 
That  to  his  only  Son  by  right  indued  8i$ 

With  regal  fc£pterf  cray  foul  in  Heaven 
Shall  bend  the  knee,  and  in  that  honor  due 
Confefs  him  rightful  King  ?  unjuft,  thou  fay'ft, 
Flatly  unjuft,  to  bind  with  laws  the  free, 
And  equal  over  equals  to  let  reign,  820 

One  over  all  with  unfeoceeded  power. 
Shalt  thou  give  law  to  God,  (halt  thou  dispute 
With  hkn  the  points  of  liberty,  who  made 
Thee  what  thou  art,  and  form'd  the  Pow'xsof  Heayea 
Such  as  he  pkas'd,  and  ciraBinfcrib'd  their  being? 

Yet 

too.   O  argument  blmflVemm$>  ]  Spen&r  tao  ufes  die  ward,  Fairy 
And  io  likewife  in  VI.  360.  C&oea,  B.  6.  Cant.  1  e.  St.  34. 

Refrain*  his  tongue  ikfi&frw*}     And  *"*  ft*  nP  *»  ««*# 
but  anon,  fcV7  ^tongue. 

And  St.  25. 
which  are  die  oafjr  two    places     Md  ^ltars  fouled    ^  j/^^ 
where  he  ufes  the  word,  he  pro-  {poke. 

Bounces  the  fecoad  fyUaWe  long  ^^ 

according  to  the  Greek.    And  fo      835.  — • -^  wiaw&e.l  Coi.L 

16, 
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Yet  by  experience  taught  we  know  how  good,   826 

And  of  our  good  and  of  oar  dignity 

Haw  provident  he  is,  how  far  from  thought 

To  make  us  left,  bent  rather  to  exalt 

Our  happy  ifate  under  one  head  more  near         830 

United*    Bat  ft)  $*pt  it  thee  unjuft, 

That  equal  over  equftlfr  monarch  reign ; 

Thyfelf  though  great  and  glorious  doll  thou  count9 

Or  all  angelic  nature  join'd  iix  one. 

Equal  to  him  begotten  Sonf  by  whom  -     835 

As  by  his  Word  the  mighty  Father  made 

All  things,  ev'n  thee  5  and  all  the  Spirits  of  Heaven    . 

JJy  him  created  in  their  bright  degrees, 

Grdwft'd  them  with  glory',  and  to  their  glory  azm'd 

ThjWftes,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 

Effential  Pow'rs*  norrbyJiis  reign  obfeur'd,        841 

£ut  wore  illuftrious  made  *  fince  he  the  head 

One 

f6*  17.  F$r  by  Mm  Wf*  *tt  iking*        %lf>Xhr*ut>  Dominations,  Prince- 
created  that  are  in  Heaven*  and -that  dam,  VirUt$,  /Vimtj,]  This 

#re  in  Earth,  wifible  and  imAfible,  verfe,  which  occurs  fo  often  in  this 

wletber  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  poem,  is  tranflated,  as  Mr.  Lnudcr 

or  principalities,  or  powers;  all  things  obferves,  from  the  frontiipicce  of 

were  created  lg  him  and  for  hem*  Heywoods  Hierarchy  of  Angels, 
and  he  is  before  ail  things,  andhMm  # 

a!/ things  confift:  and  the  conckfion     Throni,  Dommationcs,  Principa- 
of  this  fpecch  is  takeh  from  the  «»»,  V4rt«*s,  Poteftates. 

•         fc  They 
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One  of  oar  number  thus  redue'd  becomes; 
His  laws  our  laws;  all  honor  to  him  done 
Returns  our  own.  Ceafe  then  this  impious  rage,  845 
And  tempt  not  thefe;  but  haften  to  appeafe 
Th'incenfed  Father,  and  th'incenfed  Son, 
While  pardon  may  be  found  in  time  befought. 

So  fpake  the  fervent  Angel;  but  his  zeal 
None  feconded,  as  out  of  feafon  judg'd,  850 

Or  Angular  and  rafli,  whereat  rejoie'd 
Th#  Apoftate,  and  more  haughty  thus  reply'd. 
That  we  Were  form'd  then  fay'ft  thou?  and  the  work 
Of  fccondary  hands,  by  tafk  transferr'd 
From  Father  to  his  Son  ?  ftrange  point  and  new  !  855 
Dottrin  which  we  would  know  whence  learn'd:  who&w 

When 

They  are  both  taken  from  St  Paul,  (hould  conflantly  pronounce  this 

as  we  have  juft  now  quoted  him/  word  and  pufaae  the  adjeahre  with 

86 1 .  —  nuben  fatal  courfe  &c]  two  fyllables,  when  they  would  be 

We  may  ©bferve  that  our  author  more  fonorous  with  three.    But  in 

makes  Satan  a  fort  of  fatalift.  We  this  he  conforms  to  the  pra&ke 

Angels  (fsys  he)  were  felfbefpt,  and  example  of  the  beft  writers. 

felf-raiid  by   our  own   quicKning  So  Fairfax  in  his  Taffo,  Cant  i& 

pow'r,  nubentbe  courfe  of fats  bail  St.  55. 

completed  its  full  round  and  period  1  And  ♦    j^  the  northcri|  g^  my 

then  we  were  tbe  btrtb  mature,  the  puJjancg  ^ 

produ&ion  m  due  feafon,  of  tins  * 

our  native  Heaven.  No  compliment  and  Cant  19.  St.  jz. 

to  fataliOn  to  put  it  into  the  mouth  Qf  ^          tmible  ^     ^ 

ef  the  Devil.  knight# 

864.  Ourptafance  ts  our  orwni]  It  .        * 

has  been  wonder'd  that   Milton  Tho'  Spenfer  I  find  makes  them 

fomctijnw 
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When  this  creation  was?  remember'ft  thou 
Thy  making,  while  the  Maker  gave  thee  being? 
We  know  no  time  when  we  were  not  as  now  $ 
Know  none  before  us,  felf-begot,  felf-rais'd     ..    860 
By  our  own  quick'ning  pow'r,  when  fatal  courfe 
Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  mature 
Of  this  our  native  Heav'n,  ethereal  fons. 
Our  puiflance  is  our  own  j  our  own  right  hand 
Shall  teach  us  higheft  deeds,  by  proof  to  try      865 
Who  is  our  equal :  then  thou  fhalt  behold 
Whether  by  fopplication  we  intend 
Addrefs,  and  to  begirt  th' almighty  throne 
Befeeching  or  befieging.    This  report, 
Thefe  tidings  carry  to  th'  anointed  King  j  87a 

And 

fomctjmcs  three,  as  well  as  fame-       864.——  oar  &wn  right  band 
times  two  fyllables.     As  Shake-       Shall  teach  us  bigbeft  deeds,]  From 
fpear  docs  likcwife,   2  Hen.  IV.    Pfal.  XLV.4.  Thine  own  right  bemd 
A&  I.  Jball  teach  fbee  terrible  things* 

Upon  the  powV  and  fuiffance  of     Dextra  mihi  Decs,  et  telam  quod 
the  king,  miflile  libro.  Virg.^n.X.773. 

and  a  little  afterwards,  ^  Befieching  „  Befi^7g!f 

And  come  againft  us  in  fyll  pmf-   Thofe  which  are  thought  the  faults 
/ana.  of  Milton  mav  be  jufhfy'd  by  the 

in  Milton  to  make  it  all  the  one  or     — -inceptio  eft  amnuism,  hand 
all  the  other.  mnantimm^ 

'  and 
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And  fly,  ttt  evil  intercept  thy  Bight 

He  &id;  and  aa  the  iouod  of  Waters  decji 
Hoarfe  murmur  echo'd  to  his  wmd»  appkulc 
Through  the  infinite  hoftj  nor  left  for  that 
The  flatniAg  Seraph  fearlcfr*  though  abac         875 
Incompafs'd  round  with  ibes*  thus  anfwcr'd  bold. 

O  alienate  from  God,  Q  Spirit  accural, 
Forfakcn  of  all  good$  I  fee  thy  fail 
Determki'd,  and  thy  haplcft  crew  invok'd 
In  this  perfidious  fraud,  contagion  Spread  8fe 

Both  of  thy  crime  and  punMhment:  henceforth 
No  more  be  troubled  how  to  quit  Ae  yoke 
Of  God's  Mefliahj  thofe  indulgent  laws 
Will  not  be  now  vouchfaf  fd;  other  decree* 
Againft  thee  are  gone  forth  without  recall}         885 

Thtf 

mmi  tkat  &  Gbakefpear,  ffenlet,  -tnmflation,  Tim  ftak  bmje  rtm 
AdtL  nvitbarodof ire*,  and  break  Am 

A&^ii»oi«&an&*,«ndJefi  ***"&*•  pt*n  veffeL 

Am  Wfc  890.  Tbe/e  <wicied  tent*  J**** 

$J2.  —+>madju  tbifmmixfwa*  left  the  veratblcc]  Itk  aM»- 

Urs  deep]  Tbe  nmoeofa  great  £om  prohafcly  to  the  rebellion  of 

mdtism**  wpflwdimg  is  in  like  man*   Korah  &c.  Numb.  XVI.  where 

jaefcoapaced,  JUv.XDL6.totJb*  Mofcs  exhorts  the   congregation, 

nmce  of asamj  waters,  laying,    Depart,    I  pray  jtm,  from 

.$87.  Is  nam  am  iron  rod  to  hrmjk   the  tents  of  tbe/e  wicked  mem,  left  ye 

and  break]  Alluding  to  Pfal.    be  confumedi*  all  their  fint^  ver.  »6» 

W.^.ttmjMtbreaitbemwfb  a   But  the  conftmAkm  -without  doafct 

rwd  of  trust  or  rather  to  the  old   is  deficient.     It  may  -be  4app)y'4 
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That  golden  {copter,  which  thou  didft  rejeft, 

Is  now  an  iron  rod  to  bruifc  and  break 

Thy  difobedience.  Well  thou  didft  advife, 

Yet  not  for  thy  advice  or  threats  I  fly 

Thefe  wicked  tents  devoted,  left  the  wrath        890 

Impendent,  raging  into  fudden  flame 

Diftinguiih  not:  for  foon  expc&to  feel 

His  thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  fire. 

Then  who  created  thee  lamenting  learn, 

When  who  can  uncreate  thee  thou  (halt  know.  895 

So  fpake  the  Seraph  Abdiel  faithful  found 
Among  the  faithlefs,  faithful  only  hej 
Among  innumerable  falfe,  unmov'd, 
Unfhaken,  unfedue'd,  unterrify'd 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal;  900 

Nor 

fas  Dr  Pearce  fays)  by  underftand-  Angels  preferred  his  allegiance  to 

J     fa  ifi.  before  the  word  lift,  his  Maker,  exhibits  to  us  a  noble 

See  the  fame   elliptical  way  of  moral  of  religious ^Angularity.  The 

fneakine  in  II.  483.    But  it  would  zeal  of  the  Seraphim  breaks  forth 

bV  plainer  and  eafier  with  Dr.  Bent-  in  a  becoming  warmth  of  fenti- 

lev's  alteration,  if  there  was  any  ments  and  expreffions,  as  the  cha- 

authority  for  it;  »««■  *hich  w  &ym  »8  ofhm.  4e' 

'     ,    ,  ,     „      ,  .  notes  that  generous  fcorn  and  in- 

Thefe  wicked  tents  devote,   but  trepidity  wjgch  attends  heroic  vir- 

left  the  wrath  &e .  tue  The  aathQr  doubdefe  defign'd 

806.  St  hake  the  Seraph  Ab£el  it  as  a  pattern  to  thofe,  who  liv. 

faithful  found  Sec]  The  part  among  mankind  in  their  prefent 

of  Abdiel,  who  was  the  only  Spi-  ftatc  of  degeneracy  and  corniptton. 

lit  that  in  this  infinite  hott  of  Mdifm. 
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Nor  number,  nor  example  with  him  wrought 
To  fwerve  from  truth,  or  change  his  conftant  mind 
Though  fingle.  From  amidft  them  forth  he  pafs'd* 
Long  way  through  hoftile  fcorn,  which  he  fuftain'd 
Superior,  nor  of  violence  fear'd  ought;  905 

And  with  retorted  fcorn  his  back  he  turn'd 
On  thofc  proud  tow'rs  to  fwift  deftru&ion  doom'd. 


The  end  of  the  Fifth  Book. 
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THE     ARGUMENT. 

Raphael  continues  to  relate  how  Michael  and  Gabriel 
were  fent  forth  to  battel  againft  Satan  and  his 
Angels.  The  firft  fight  vdofcrib'd:  Satan  and  his 
Powers  retire  under  night :  He  calls  a  council,  in- 
vents devilifh  engins,  which  in  the  fecond  day's 
fight  put  Michael  and  his;  Angels  to  fome  diforder^ 
but  they  act  length  pullihg  qp  Htoubtaras  over- 
whelm'd  both  the  force  and  machines  of  Satan : 
Yet  the  tumult  not  fo  ending,  God  on  the  third 
day  fends  Mefliah  his  Son,  for  whom  he  had  re- 
ferv'd  the  glory  of  that  viftory  :  He  in  the  power 
of  his  Father  coming  to  the  place,  and  caufing  all 
his  legions  to  (land  dill  on  either  fide,  with  his 
chariot  and  thunder  driving  into  the  midft  of  hit 
enemies,  puribes  th*m  unable  to  fdfift  toward* 
the  wail  of  Heaven  j  which  opening,  they  leap 
down  with  horror  and  confufion  into  the  place  of 
punifhment  prepared  for  them  in  the  deep :  Mef- 
fiah  returns  with  triumph  ta  his  Father. 
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-  We  are  now  entring  upon  the 
Jbcth  book  of  Paradiie  Loft,  in 
which  the  pott  defcrfbes  the  battel 
of  Angels;  having  raifed  his  rea- 
der's expectation,  and  prepared 
him  for  it  by  feveral  parages  in 
the  preceding  books.  I  omitted 
Quoting  thefe  paflages  in  my  ob- 
servations upon  the  former  books, 
having  purpofely  referved  them  for 
the  opening  of  tins,  the  fubjeft  of 
which  gave  occafion  to  them*.  The 
author's  imagination  was  fo  in- 
flamed with  this  great  fcene  of  ac- 
tion, that  wherever  he  fpeaks  of 
it,  he  rifes,  if  poffible,  above  him* 
felf.  Thus  where  he  mentions  Sa- 
tan in  the  beginning  of  his  poem, 
L44.  &c. 

—  Him  the  almighty  Power 
Hurl'd    headlong   flaming  from 

tV  ethereal  flcy, 
With  hideous  ruin  and  combuftion, 

down 
To  bottomlefs  perdition,  there  to 

dwell 
In  adamantin  chains  and  penal 

fire, 
Who   durft  defy  th'Omnipotent 

to  arms. 

We  have  likewife  feveral  noble 
hints  of  it  in  the  infernal  confe- 
rence, I.  128.  (fe. 

O  Prince  f  O  Chief  of  many  thro- 
ned Powers, 


That  led  th'imbatteTd  Seraphim 
to  war, 

Too  well  I  fee  and  rue  die  dire 
event, 

That  with  fad  overthrow  and  foul 
defeat 

Hath  loft  us  Heav'n,  and  all  this 
mighty  hoft 

In  horrible  deftru&ion  laid  thof 
low. 

But  fee !  the  angry  vi&or  hath  re- 
calls 

His  minifters  of  vengeance  and 
purfuit 

Back  to  the  gates  of  Heav'n :  the 
fulphurous  hail 

Shot  after  us  in  ftorm,  o*erblowi| 
hath  laid 

The  fiery  furge,  that  from  the  pre- 
cipice 

Of  Heav'n  receiv'd  us  fallings 
and  the  thunder, 

Wing'd  with  red  lightning  and  im- 
petuous rage, 

Perhaps  hath  ipent  his  marts,  and 
ceafes  now 

To  bellow  through  the  vaft  and 
boundlef?  deep.  ' 

There  are  feveral  other  very  fub- 
fime  images  on  the  fame  fubjelt  in 
the  firft  pook,  as  alfo  in  the  fe- 
cond,  II.  165.  &c. 

What  when  we  fled  amain,  pur* 

fued  and  frruck 
With  HeavVs  amicYmg  thunder, 
and  1>efought 
N  n  1  Tfcf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4*8 


PARADISE  LOST.     BookVL 


ALL  night  the  dreadlefs  Angel  unpurfued 
ThroughHeav'D.'s  wide  champain  held  his  way; 

'till  morn, 
Wak'd  by  the  circling  hours,  with  rofy  hand 
Unbarr'd  the  gates  of  light.     There  is  a  cave 
Within  the  mount  of  God,  faft  by  his  throne,        5 

Where  light  and  darknefs  in  perpetual  round 

Lodge 


The  deep  to  fhdter  us  ?  this  Hell 

then  feem'd 
A  refuge  from  thofe  wounds. 

In  ftiort,  the  poet  never  mentions 
any  thing  of  this  battel  but  in  fuch 
images  of  greatnefs  and  terror  as 
are  fuitable  to  the  fubject.  Among 
feveral    others  I  cannot   forbear 

Quoting  that  pafiage,  where  the 
ower,  who  is  delcribed  as  pre- 
fiding  over  the  Chaos,  fpeaks  in 
the  tecond  book,  II.  988.  CSV. 

Thus  Satan;   and  him  thus  the 

Anarch  old, 
With  faltring  fpeech  and  vifage 

incompos'd, 
Anfwer'd.  I  know  thee,  Granger, 

who  thou  art, 
That  mighty  leading  Angel,  who 

of  late 
Made  head  againffc  HeavVs  king, 

though  overthrown. 
1  faw  and  heard,  for  fuch  a  nume- 
rous hoft 
Fled  not  in  filence  through  the 

frighted  deep 
-  With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout, 
Confufion  worfe  confounded;  and 

Heav'n  gates 


Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  victo- 
rious bands 
Purfuing. 

It  requir'd  great  pregnancy  of  in- 
vention and  ftrength  of  imagina- 
tion, to  fill  this  battel  with  fuch 
circumftances  as  would  raife  and 
aftonifh  the  mind  of  the  reader; 
and  at  the  fame  time  an  exacmefe 
of  judgment,  to  avoid  every  thine 
that  might  appear  light  or  trivial. 
Thofe  who  look  into  Homer,  are 
furpris'd  to  find  his  battels  (till  rif- 
ing  one  above  another,  and  im- 
proving in  horror,  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Iliad.  Milton's  fight 
of  Angels  is  wrought  up  with  the 
fame  beauty.  It  is  uiher'd  in  with 
fuch  figns  of  wrath  as  are  fuitable 
to  Omnipotence  incenfed.  The 
firft  engagement  is  carried  on  un- 
der a  cope  of  fire,  occaiion'd  by 
the  flights  of  innumerable  burning 
darts  and  arrows  which  arc  dil- 
charged  from  either  hoft.  The 
fecond  onfet  is  Hill  more  terrible, 
as  it  is  filled  with  thofe  artificial 
thunders,  which  feem  to  make  the 
victory  doubtful,  and  produce  a 

kud 
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Lodge  and  diflodge  by  turns,  which  makes  through 

Heaven 

Grateful  viciffitude,  like  day  and  night; 

Light  iflues  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 

Obfequious  darknefs  enters,  till  her  hour  10 

To  veil  the  Heav'n,  though  darknefs  there  might  well 

Seem  twilight  here :  and  now  went  forth  the  morn 

Such 


icind  of  condensation  even  in  the 
good  Angels.  This  is  followM  by 
the  tearing  up  of  mountains  and 
promontaries ;  till,  in  the  lad  place, 
the  Meffiah  comes  forth  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  majefty  and  terror.  The 
pomp  of  his  appearance  amidft  the 
roarings  of  his  thunders,  the  flafhes 
•f  his  lightnings,  and  the  noife  of 
his  chariot-wheeh,.is  defcribed  with 
the  utmoft  flights  of  human  ima- 
gination.         Addifon. 

2.  ■  till  morn 

Wak'd  hj  the  circling  hours,  luith 

rofy  hand 
Unharrd  the  gates  of  light.]  This 
is  copied  from  Homer's  Iliad,  V. 
740.  where  the  hours  are  feign'd 
in  like  manner  to  guard  the  gates 
of  Heaven. 

—  ti/Aeu — *££f*t  d><  *X0V  &&1* 
Ty*  vxnvr&.m\<u  ptyas  *&v&> 

Ovw/at©-  ru 
lAyut  dur<LKki\Hu  nrvKiw  rip©-, 

ikT'  eTTiBtivau. 

HcavVs  golden  gates,  kept  by 

the  winged  hours ; 
£ommiffion'd  in  alternate  watch 

they  ftand, 


The  fun's  bright  portals  and  the 

Ikies  command, 
Involve  in  clouds  th*  eternal  gates 

of  day, 
Or  the  dark  barrier  roll  with  eafe 

away.        Pope. 

6.  Where  light  and  darknefs  See.  ] 
The  making  darknefs  a  poiitive 
thing  is  poetical.  But  befides  that, 
as  he  thought  fit  to  bring  it  into 
Heaven,  it  could  not  be  otherwifc 
reprefented,  for  obvious  reafons. 
Warhurton. 

And  the  thought  of  light  and  dark- 
nefs lodging  and  diflodging  by  turns, 
the  one  uTuing  forth  and  the  other 
entring,  is  plainly  borrow'd  from 
a  fine  paflage  in  Hefiod,  which  had 
almoft  efcapM  me,  Theog.  748. 

—  0$/  rt/£  Ti  koa  njjugp.  aasop 
1  a  feu 

TcLi  (JLfVetf  *JW 
XAKKiOP*  »  (JUj*  ifTA>#A,Ta.Gnfi7ai, 


Nn3 


14.  —  vanffid 
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Such  as  in  highcft  Heav'n,  array'd  in  gold 
Empyreal;  from  before  her  vanHh'd  night* 
Shot  through  with  orient  beams;  when  all  the  plain 
Cover'd  with  thick  imbattcFd  fquadrons  bright,       1 6 
Chariots  and  flaming  arms,  and  fiery  fteeds 
Refle&ing  blaze  on  blaze,  firft  met  his  view: 
War  he  perceiv'd,  war  in  procin<3:,  and  found 
Already  known  what  he  for  news  had  thought      20 
To  have  repented :  gladly  then  he  mix'd 
Among  thofe  friendly  Pow'rs,  who  him  receiv'd 
With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  one; 
That  of  fo  many  myriads  falPn,  yet  one 
Return'd  not  loft:  On  to  the  facred  hill  25 

They  led  him  high  applauded,  and  prefent 

Before 

14.  —  Qanifid  nighty  ]  It  is  Both,  in  my  ©pinion,  very  puerile, 

very  abfurdly  printed  in  fdme  edi-  Tbjer. 

tions,  tuanquiJFd  night.  ,                   . 

tz.Sfot through 'with orient beam{\  -  !9-  —  ™" **&**»*,  J    Tne 

This  quaint  conceit  of  night's  being  ^oiaaft  foWlc?  wc«  {«**  »  •»* 

Jbot  through  &cis  much  below  the  »f™*h  wheir  ready  to  give  the 

ufual  dignity  of  Milton's  defcrip-  °nl*:         _     tJ  ,          „      #**?• 

tions.     TThe  Italian   poets,  even  As  if  you  (hodd  fay  ready  girded, 

the  very  beft  of  them,  are  fond  ™  aDufion  to  the  Anaents,   who 

of  fuch  boyifh  fancies,  and  there  J"ft.  bcforc  the  ***  ™<1  to  gird 

is  no  doubt  but  we  are  obliged  their  garments  dofc  to  them,  which 

to   them   for  this.      So    Marino  f"  otlier  occafions  th^  wore  very 

leaking  of  Night,  Adon.  Cant.  5.  Ioofe-     SeeFeftus.    Richard/on. 

St.  1 20.  49.  Servant  of  God,]  So  the  name 

£  di  tenebre  armata  uccifc  il  of  M£d  typifies  in  Hebrew. 
giorao. 

34.  Unrver/al 
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Before  the  feafi  fupreme;  fiom  whencea  voice 
From  midft  a  golden  cloud  thus  mild  was  heard. 

Servant  of  God,  well  done,  well  haft  thou  fought 
The  better  fight,  who  Angle  haft  maintain'ct        30 
Againft  revolted  multitudes  the  caufe 
Of  truth,  in  word  mightier  titan  they  in  arms* 
And  for  the  teftimony*  of  truth  haft  borac 
Univerfat  reproach,  far  worfe  to  bear 
Than  violence;  for  this  was  all  thy  care-  35 

To  ftand  approv'd  in  fight  of  God,,  though  worlds 
Judg'd  thee  perverfe:  the  eafier  conqueft  now 
Remains  thee,  aided  by  this  hoft  of  friends, 
Back  on  thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return 
Than  fcorn'd  thou  didft  depart,  and  to  fiibdue      49 

By 

34.  Um<verfidrttro*cl,f*r  nvfrft  A  good  man.  bears  ft  contumely 

to  beer  worfe 

Than  violence  j]   This  fentiment  Than  he  would  do  an  injury. 

is  very  juft,  and  not  unlike  what  Umwerfal  reproach,   Here  are  two 

Florus  fays  in  his  chancer  of  Tar-  Trochees,  and  not  an  Iambic  till 

quin  the  proud  —  in  omnes  fuper-  the  third  foot*  and  fi>  likewife  in 

bia,  qu*  crudelitate  gravior  eft  bo-  V.  874. 

«is,  graffatos,  Fk*:  Lib.  1.  c.  7.  Thr6iJgh  A5  i5fKnYte  n5Jt  — 

So  affoSpenfer,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  4-  6 

Cant.  4.  St.  4.  This  meafure  is  not  very  common: 

*      ,             ■   ^     ,«  „„  but  as  Mr.  Jortin  obferves,  Milton 

For  evil  deeds  may  better  than  often  infa|J  harfh  vcH^  whcn  hc 

bad  words  be  bore.    T/yer.       ^^    ^   haye  ^^   them> 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher  exprefs  the  judging,  I  wppofe,  that  they  had 
fame  fentiment  very  well  Beggars  the  fame  effed  in  poetry,  which 
Bufli  A&  IJ.  difcords  have  in  mufic. 

N  n  4  41.  —  reafm 
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By  force,  who  rcafon  for  their  law  refofe, 

Right  reafon  for  their  law,  and  for  their  king 

Meffiah,  who  by  right  of  merit  reigns. 

Go  Michael  of  cekftial  armies  prince. 

And  thou  in  military  prowefs  next  45 

Gabriel,  lead  forth  to  battel  thefe  my  font 

Invincible,  lead  forth  my  armed  Saints 

By  thoufands  and  by  millions  rang'd  for  fight, 

Equal  in  number  to  that  Godlefs  crew 

Rebellibus;  them  with  fire  and  hoftile  arms  50 

Fearlefs  aflault,  and  to  the  brow  of  Heaven 

Purfuing  drive  them  out  from  God  and  blifs 

Into  their  place  of  punifhment,  the  gulf 

Of  Tartarus,  which  ready  opens  wide 

His 

41 .  —  reafinfbr  their  law]  Al-  du&  in  the  poem,  that  the  comniif- 

luding  to  the  word  Aoy&.  fion  here  given  is  not  executed ; 

44.  Go  Michael  of  celeftial  armies  they  are  order'd  to  drive  the  rebel 

prince,']  As  this  battel  of  the  Angels  out  from  God  and  blifs,  bat 

Angels  is  founded  principally  on  this  is  effe&ed  at  laft  by  the  Meffiah 

Rev.  XII.  7,  8.  There  was  vmr  in  alone.    Some  reafons  for  it  are  af- 

Heaven ;   Michael  and  bis  Angels  Jign'd  in  the  Q>eech  of  God,  ver. 

fought  againft  the  Dragon,  and  the  680.  and  in  that  of  the  Meffiah,  ver.' 

Dragon  fought  and  his  Angels,  and  801.  in  this  book. 

prevailed  not,  neither  was  their  place  55.  His  fiery  Chaos]    Chaos  may 

found  any  more  in  Heaven;  Michael  mean  any  place  of  confufion;  but 

brightly  made  by  Milton  the  leader  if  we  take  it  ftri&Iy,  Tartarus  or 

of  the  heavenly  armies,  and  the  Hefl  was  built  in  Chaos  (II.  1002.) 

name  in  Hebrew  fignines  the  power  and  therefore  that  part  of  it,  be- 

of  God.    But  it  may  be  cenfur'd  ing  (ior'd  with  fire,  may  not  im~ 

perhaps  as  a  piece  of  wrong  con*  properly  be   calTd  a  fiery  Chaos. 

Dr. 
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His  fiery  Chaos  to  receive  their  fall.  55 

So  fpake  the  fovran  voice,  and  clouds  began 
To  darken  all  the  hill,  and  fmoke  to  roll 
In  dufky  wreaths,  relu&ant  flames,  the  fign 
Of  wrath  awak'd;  nor  with  lefs  dread  the  loud 
Ethereal  trumpet  from  on  high  'gan  blow :  60 

At  which  command  the  Powers  militant, 
That  flood  for  Heav'n,  in  mighty  quadrate  join'd 
Of  union  irrefiftible,  mov'd  on 
In  filence  their  bright  legions,  to  the  found 
Of  inftrumental  harmony,  that  breath'd  *  6  J 

Heroic  ardor  to  adventrous  deeds 
Under  their  God-like  leaders,  in  the  caufe 
\0f  God  and  his  Meffiah.    On  they  move 

v  ,  .    in- 

Dr.  Bentley's  change  of  his  into  ders,   and  lightnings,   and  a   thick 

its,  becaufe  which  (not  who)  went    cloud  upon  the  mount and  mount 

before,    proceeds  upon  a  fuppofi-  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  fmoke,  he- 

tion  that  which  is  not  to  be  referred  caufe  the  Lord  defcended  upon  it  in 

to  a  perfon;    though   it    is  well  fire. 

known  that  formerly  which  was  as  58.  —  reluclant  flames,]  As  flow 

often  applyM  to  a  perfon  as  who :  and  unwilling  to  break  forth, 

as  Dr.  rearce  obferves.  Stupa  voraens  tardum  fumum. 

56.         and  clouds  began  Virg.iEn.V.68z. 

Jo  darken  all  the  hill,  and  fmoke  ,.„,-„„ 

to  roll  &c]  In  this  defcrip-  64.  In  filence  J    bo  Homer  ob- 

tion  the  author  manifeftly  alludes  fcrves,  Iliad.  III.  8.  to  the  honor 

to  that  of  God  defcending  upon  of  his  countrymen  the  Grecians, 

mount  Sinai,  Exod.  XIX.  16,  &c.  that  they  march'd  on  in  filence, 

'    And  it  came  to  pafs  on  the  third  day  while  the  Trojans  advane'd  with 

in  the  morning,  that  there  wertthun-  noife  and  clamor. 
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Indiflblubly  firm  5  nonobvious  hill,  69 

Nor  ftraifning  vale,  nor  wood,  nor  ftream  divides 

Their  perfeft  ranks;  for  high  above  the  ground 

Their  march  was,  and  the  paffive  air  upbore 

Their  nimble  tread;  as  when  the  total  kind 

Of  birds,  in  orderly  array  on  wing, 

Came  fummon'd  over  Eden  to  receive  75 

Their  names  of  thee ;  fo  over  many  a  traft 

Of  Heav'n  they  march'd,  and  many  a  province  wide 

Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene :  at  laft 

Far  in  th*  horizon  to  the  north  appeared 

From 

71." — fir  high  above  the  ground  73.  — at  <mben  the  total  kind  &c] 
&c]  Our  Author  attributes  the  fame  Homer  has  ufed  the  fimile  of  a 
kind  of  motion  to  the  Angels,  as  flight  of  fowls  twice  in  his  Iliad* 
the  Ancients  did  to  their  Gods ;  to  exprefs  the  number  and  the  mo- 
whkh  was  gliding  thro"  the  air  tions,  the  order  and  the  clamors 
without  ev«er  touching  the  ground  of  an  army.  See  Iliad  II.  4C9. 
with  their  feet,  or  as  Milton  elfe-  IIL  2.  As  Virgil  has  done  the 
where  elegantly  expreiresk(B.VIII.  fame  number  of  times  in  his  JEneid, 
302. )  fmootb-Jliding  without  fief.  VIL  699.  X.  264.  But  this  fimile 
And  Homer,  Iliad.  V.  778.  com-  exceeds  any  of  thofe ;  Firfi,  as  it 
pares  the  motion  of  two  Goddefles  rifes  fo  naturally  out  of  the  fubjeel, 
to  the  flight  of  doves,  as  Milton  and  was  a  comparifon  fo  familiar 
here  compares  the  march  of  the  to  Adam.  Secondly,  the  Angels 
Angels  to  the  birds  coming  on  the  were  marching  thro*  the  air,  and 
wing  to  Adam  to  receive  their  not  on  the  ground,  which  gives  it 
names,  another  propriety;  and  here  I  be- 

lieve the  poet  intended  the  chief 
At  /t  fi*rwr  Tp»p«w  mthmtuw    likeneis.     Thirdly,  The  total  kind 
#9/440'  ofMtm  of  birds  much  more  properly  ex* 

prefles  a  prodigious  number  than 

Smooth  as  the  failing  doves  they    any  particular  ^edt^  or  a  collec- 

glide  along.        Fope,  tion  in  any  particular  place.  Thus 

Milton 
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From  fldrt  to  fkirt  a  fiery  region,  ftretch'd  8a 

In  battailous  afpeft,  and  nearer  view 
Briftled  with  upright  beams  innumerable 
Of  rigid  fpears,  and  helmets  throng'd,  and  fluelds 
Various,  with  boaftful  argument  portray'd* 
The  banded  Pbw'rs  of  Satan  hailing  on  g# 

With  furious  expedition;  for  they  ween'd 
That  felf-fame  day  by  fight,  or  by  furprife, 
To  win  the  mount  of  God,  and  on  his  throne 
To  fet  the  envier  of  his  ftate,  the  proud 
Afpirer,  but  their  thoughts  prov'd  food  and  vain     9$ 

la 

Idikon  has.raifed  the  linage  w  pro-  84.  Various,  nvitb  boaftful  argu* 

portion  to  his  fubjec*.    Sec  JnEfay  ment  portray  d,]    Shields  <ua- 

upom  Milton j  imitations  of  the  A*-  rious  are  varied  with  diwerfe  fculp- 

cientu  p.  9.  tores  and  paintings;    an  elegant 

Si.  -_  and nearer  <vte*»  &c.  ]  Latinifm.  And  the  thought  of  at* 
To  the  north  appear'd  a  fiery  re-  tnbvxvagjbields  <uarious>  <witb  boajl- 
gion,  and  nearer  to  the  view  ap-  ful  argument  portrafd,  to  the  evil 
pear'd  the  banded  Powers  of  Satan.  Angels  feems  to  be  taken  from  the 
ft  appear'd  a  fiery  region  indi-  Phceniffie  of  Euripides,  where  the 
ftin&ly  at  firft,  but  upon  nearer  heroes  who  befiege  Thebes  are  de- 
view  it  proved  to  be  Satan's  rebel  fcrib'd  with  the  like  boaftful  fhields, 
army.  only  the  prophet  Amphiaraus  hath 

82.  Briftlsd  with  upright  beams  no  fuch  boatful  argument  on  his 

&c]   The  Latins  expreis  this  by  ihield,  but  a  fhield  Without  argu- 

the  word  borrere  taken  from  the  ment  as  became  2}  modeft   man, 

brifi ling  on  a  wild  boar's  or  other  ver.  11 17. 
animaTs  back.  Viig.An.XI.6ou 

—  turn  late  ferreus  haftis  °  *j^£  A^^'   *  **** 

Milton  has  before,  in  II.  513,  the  stA* 

tppre&QA  of  horrent  arms* 

93.  And 
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In  the  mid  way:  though  ftrange  to  us  it  feem'd 

At  firft,  that  Angei  fhould  with  Angel  war, 

And  in  fierce  hofting  meet,  who  wont  to  meet 

So  oft  in  feftivals  of  joy  and  lore 

Unanimous,  as  fons  of  one  great  fire  <j  ? 

Hymning  th' eternal  Father:  but  the  fhont 

Of  battel  now  began,  and  rufliing  found 

Of  onfet  ended  foon  each  milder  thoughts 

High  in  the  midft  exalted  as  a  God 

Th*  Apoftate  in  his  fun-bright  chariot  fat,  100 

Idol  of  majefty  divine,  inclos'd 

With  flaming  Cherubim  and  golden  fhields; 

Then 

93.  And  in  fierce  bofting  meet,  ]  ferv'd  much  tetter  to  exprefs  the 
This  word  bofting  feems  to  have  prefent  character  of  Satan. !  Tbjer. 
been  firft  coin'd  by  our  author,    ft  * 

is  a  very  expreffive    word,    and        103.  far  tmx> 

plainly  form'd  from  the  fubftantive  9T<wixt  heft  and  bofi  but  narrow 
boft:    And  if  ever  it  is  right  to  /pace  was  left,  ]   The  feme 

make  new  words,  it  is  when  the  circamftance  Taflb  has  in  his  de- 
occafion  is  £o  new  and  extraordi-  fcription  of  the  decifive  battel  be* 
»ary-  fore  the  walls  of  Jerufalem,  Camv 

20.  St.  31. 

10 1.  Idol  ofmajeftj  divine,']  This 
is  the  very  fame  with  what  Abdiel      Decrefce  in  mezo  il  cazapo. 
afterwards  at -ver.  114.  calls  re/em-  flyer. 

blance  of  tbe  Higbefi,  but  bow  ju- 

dicioufly  has  Milton  cull'd  out  the        108.  On  tbe  rottgb  edge  if  battel] 
word  idol,  which  though  it  be  in    So  we  have  in  I.  276.  on  tbe  peri- 
Its  original  fignification  the  fame  as   lous  edge  of  battel.     See  the  note 
refemblance,   yet  by  its  common    there* 
application  always  in  a  bad  fcnfc 

iff.  Ab£d 
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Then  lighted  from  his. gorgeous  throne,  for  now 
'Twixt  hoft  and  hoft  but  narrow  fpace  w^s  left, 
A  dreadful  interval,  and  front  to  front  105 

Prefented  flood  in  terrible  array 
Of  hideous  length :  before  the  cloudy  van, 
On  the  rough  edge  of  battel  ere  it  join'd, 
Satan  with  vaft  and  haughty  flrides  advanc'd 
Came  towring,  arm'd  in  adamant  and  gold;         1 10 
Abdiel  that  fight  indur'd  not,  where  he  flood 
Among  the  mightieft,  bent  on  higheft  deeds,    . 
And  thus  his  own  undaunted  heart  explores. 
O  Heav'n !  that  fuch  refemblance  of  the  Higheft 

Should 

111.  Ahdiel  that  fight  indurd  not,"]    A  foliloquy  upon  f*ch  an  occafion 
Virg.  ^n.  II.  407.  „  is  only  making  the   pCrfon  think 

aloud.    And  as  it  is  obferved  by  a 

Non   tnlit  hanc  fpeciem  furiata    very  good  judge  in  rhefe  mattery, 

mente  Chorcebus.  this  ufe  of  foliloquies  by  the  epic 

poets,  who  might   fa  much  more 

113.  And  thus  his  onvn  undaunted   eafily  than  the  dramatic  defcribe 

heart  explores.']  Such  folilo-    the  workings  of  the  mind  in  nar- 

quies  are  not  uncommon  in  the    rative,  feems  to  be  much  in  favor 

poets  at  the  beginning  and  even  in    of  the  latter  in  their  ufe  ®f  them* 

the  midft  of  battels.  Thus  Hector,    however  the  modern  critics  agree 

Iliad.  XXII.  98.  explores  his  own    (as  I  think  they  generally  do  agree) 

magnanimous  heart,  before  he  en-    in  condemning  them  as  unnatural, 

gages  with  Achilles,  tho*  not  only  frequent,  but  gene- 

A  .,  rs  rally  the  mod  beautiful  pans  m  the 

He  flood,  and  queftion'd  thus  his    have  been  wrote  without  them, 
mighty  mind.        Pope. 

115.  — wberg 
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Should  yet  remain,  where  faith  and  realty  115 

Remain  not:  wherefore  fhould  not  ftrength  and  might 
There  fail  where  virtue  fails,  or  wcakeft  prove 
Where  boldeft,  though  to  fight  unconquerable? 
His  puiffance,  trufting  in  th'  Almighty's  aid, 
I  mean  to  try,  whofe  reafon  I  have  try'd  120 

Unfound  and  falfcj  nor  is  it  ought  but  juft, 
That  he  Who  in  debate  of  truth  hath  won, 
Should  win  in  arms,  in  both  disputes  aKke 
Viftor  j  though  brutifh  that  coriteft  and  foul, 
When  reafon  hath  to  deal  with  force,  yet  fo       125 
Moft  reafon  is  that  reafon  overcome. 

So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  ftepping  oppofit,  half  way  he  met 

Hi 

115.  — -  where  faith  and  reality]  deed  without  the  divine  aid  and 

The   author  ( fays  Dr.  Bendey )  aflUbnce  he  would  have  been  by 

would  not  have  wid  realty  but  re-  no  means  a  match  for  fo  fuperior 

ality,   and    therefore   the   Do&or  an  Angel. 

prefers  fealty,  which  is  undoubtedly        135.  —  fool,  not  to  think  bon* 
a  proper  word,  but  not  neceflar/  vain  &c]  So  Waller  in  his 

here.  For  realty  feems  not  to  mean  Verfcs  on  the  taking  of  Salle, 

dictionaries  explain  the  adjective 

reale  by  loyal.     Befidcs  where  is  the    And  Virgil,  JEn.  VI.  590. 

t g^J***f*f<**>  ******     Demens,  oui  nimbos  et  non  imi- 
or/^/y/        Pearce  tabUe  ?ulmen  tf  , . 

1 19.  —-trufltng  in  tb  Almighty  s 

aid,]  We  may  remark  the    AndHomer  frequently, from  whence 
piety  of  the  good  Angel;  and  in-   the  reft  feem  to  have  borrowed  it, 

tho^ 
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His  daring  foe,  at  this  prevention  more 
Incens'd,  and  thus  fecurely  him  defy'd.  130 

Proud,  art  thou  met  ?  thy  hope  was  to  have  reach'd 
The  highth  of  thy  afpiring  unoppos'd, 
The  throne  of  God  unguarded,  and  his  fide 
Abandoned  at  the  terror  of  thy  power 
Or  potent  tongue :  fool,  not  to  think  how  vam      135 
Againft  th*  Omnipotent  to  rife  in  arms  5 
Who  out  of  fmalleft  things  could  without  end 
Have  rais'd  inceffant  armies  to  defeat 
Thy  folly;  or  with  folitary  hand 
Reaching  beyond  all  limit,  at  one  blow  $40' 

Unaided  could  have  finifli'd  thee,  and  whelm'd 
Thy  legions  under  darknefs:  but  thou  feeft 

Ait 

tho'Mr.  Pope  has  tometimes  lef-  O  fool!  as  if  h  were  a  thing  of 
fen\l  the  fpirit  of  the  exprefion  by  p°«gte 

tmnflatiflg  the  word  Nnsr/©-  fome-  God  to  reim,  or  change  his  pur- 
times  pofe  great,  fcJV.    Fairfax. 

Fool  that  hewas ^   ^  ^  fMb/ 

Mid  fometimes  making  a  whole  fane  por  Milton  did  not  "favor  the  opi- 

of  it,  nion,  that  the  creation  was  oot  of 

tool  that  he  was,  and  to  the  fa-  nothing.     Could  have  rmsyd  ineef- 

ture  blind.  fant   *r *****>    Matth.  XXVI.    53. 

,*.„.,        .       .              _.    »    *  Thinkeft  thou  that  I  cannot  now  pro* 

Bat  Mriton  ha.  here  particularly  %*„,  w  he  Jball  trefent* 

imitated  Taffo,  Cant.  4.  St.  z.  ^Jm  mn'fiM  tJJw  ^Jf 

Come  fia  pur  leggiera  imprefa    Angels? 

(ahi  ftolto)  1 39.  — folitary  band]  His  fingle 

VL  repugnare  a  la  divina  voglia  &c.   hand. 
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All  are  not  of  thy  train ;  there  be  who  faith 
Prefer,  and  piety  to  God,  though  then 
To  thee  not  vifible,  when  I  alone  145 

Seem'd  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  diflent 
From  all:  my  fed  thou  feeft ;  now  learn  too  late 
How  few  fometimes  may  know,  when  thoufands  err. 
Whom  the  grand  foe  with  fcornful  eye  afkance 
Thus  anfwer'd.  Ill  for  thee,  but  in  wifh'd  hour    1 50 
Of  my  revenge,  firft  fought  for  thou  return'ft 
From  flight,  feditious  Angel,  to  receive 
Thy  merited  reward,  the  firft  aflay 
Of  this  right  hai^d  provok'd,  fince  firft  that  tongue 
Inlpir'd  with  contradidtion  durft  oppofe  155 

A 

\/fl.—  myfe8tboufeefti  &c]    have  given  it,  and  I  fappofe  did 
The  ufe  of  the  word  fe8  in  this    give  it, 
place  feems  a  little  fbre'd  and  fin-     „^        fometimes  may  know, 

rt;-,and  J  CaV.  i-P-  ISX  when  thoufand.  err.  * 

bat  Milton  brought  it  in  in  order  to 

fneer  the  LoyaBfU  of  his  time,  as  above,   ver.  23.   That  one,  yet 

who  branded  all  duTenters,  of  whom  *nt  return  d  not  M.  Corn.  Neposin 

he  was  one,  with  the  opprobrious  Epaminonda,   Ex  quo  intelligi  po^ 

name  of  Sectaries.    This  alfo  ac-  teft**r»hommempluri$quamcivi- 

counts  for  the  word/*™  in  the  next  tatem  fuuTe.  Phsedri  Fab.  LXIII. 
line,  iiiafmuch  as  it  fuited  Milton's     p1q3  cflein  lowfjepequaminturba 
particular  view  better  to  eitabUfli  bon^        Bentltyl 

a  general  maxim  than  to  apply  it  J* 

merely  to  the  fingle  cafe  of  Abdiel.  I  foppofe  the  good  Angel  faidySw, 

Tkyer.  though  one  was  paracularly   in- 

\\%.H*w few finutimesmaj  know,]  tended,  as  it  is  more  modeft  and 

Thefe/w  here  are  Hill  too  manv.  lefs  alluming  to  himfelf,  and  for  the 

To  come  up  to  the  point  he  mould  reafon   hinted  above,   intimating 

that 
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A  third  part  of  the  Gods,  k  fynod  met 
Their  deities  to  aflert,  who  while  they  feel 
Vigor  divine  within  them,  can  allow 
Omnipotence  to  none.    But  well  thou  com'ft 
Before  thy  fellows,  ambitious  to  win  16a 

From  me  fame  plume,  that  thy  fuccefs  may  fhow 
Deftrudtion  to  the  reft:  this  paufe  between 
(tFnanfwer'd  left  thou  boaft)  to  let  thee  know* 
At  firft  I  thought  that  Liberty  and  Heaven 
To  heav'nly  fouls  had  been  all  one;  but  now      165 
I  fee  that  naoft  through  floth  had  rather  ferve, 
Miniftring  Spi'rits,  trained  up  in  fcaft  and  fong; 
Such  haft  thou  arm'd,  the  minftrelfy  of  Heaven, 

Servility 

that  the  Se&aries,   tho*  fewer  in  167.  Afim/Mn*  Sprits,]  So  they 

number,  yet  were  more  in  the  right  are  called  tfeb.  f.  14.    Art  they  not 

than  their  oppofers,  all  mmjriug  Spirits  f   and   Satan 

c          +l  ++L-*     r        a     i  mentions  it  in  derifion.     Compare 

word  fuccefs  is  nfed  in  the  fame       ** 

feafe,  II.  9.         KcbarJfon.  yobis  piaa  ax)C0  ct  gj^  mu- 

161.  —*thmt  thy  fuccefs  mayflh-w  rice  veftis : 

Deftru&io*  to  the  rtfi{\  Bentlcy  Defidiae  cordi:   juvat    indulgere 

fays,  a  deteftable  fault :  it  fhouki  be  choreis  : 

injfrutJion.    Mr.  Pope  (ays  fuccefs  Et  tunica  manicas  et  habent  redi- 

ironicL     I  don't  know  what  this  micula  mitne. 

means.    The  text  is  right,  and  the  O  vere  Phrygian,  neque  enim  Phry- 

meaning  is,   that  thy  fuccefs  may  ges  f  ite  per  alta 

fhow  thy  fellows  the  road  to  de-  Dindvma,  ubi  affiled*  biforem  dat 

ftra&ion,  or  the  way  to  deftroy  their  tibia  cantum- 
cnemies.        Warburton. 

Vol.  I.  Oo                               T/m- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44a  PARADISE  LOST.     Book VI. 

Servility  with  freedom  to  contend, 

As  both  their  deed6  compared  this  day  (hall  prare.  170 

To  whom  in  brief  thos  Abdiel  ftern  rep!y\L 
Apoftate,  ftiil  thoo  cn%  nor  end  w3t  find, 
Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote: 
Unjuftly  thou  deprav'ft  it  with  the  name 
Of  fervitudc  to  ferve  whom  God  ordains,  1 75 

Or  Nature;  God  and  Nature  bid  the  fame, 
When  he  who  rules  is  worthieft,  and  excels 
Them  whom  he  governs.    This  is  fcrvitude, 
To  ferve  th'unwife,  or  him  who  hath  rebelFd 
Againft  his  worthier,  as  thine  now  ferve  thee,      18* 
Thyfelf  not  free,  but  to  thyfdf  inthndl'dj 
Yet  lewdly  dar'ft  our  miniftring  upbraid. 

Reign 

Tympana  voa  bwtufque  rocat  Be-  Ta  mihi  qui  imperftas,  *lns  fcrrb 

recynthia  matris  mifer  — 

lisat:  finite  anna  riris,  ct  cedite  Quifnam  igitwlibtr?  £y»ois,lbi 

ferro.  qui  imperiofiis. 

l12t£^£!lth<mtrr%nPr  Andastowhatisherefiudof  fe- 

Of  erring,  fhm  the  fat b  of  truth  g0"1*  *•  AiMoibWoKtfcfc  B.  I. 

rmote:']  Something  &e  this   c#3*4» 

is  what  Juno  fays  to  Jupiter,  Iliad.       i8j.  — —  in  HeS  thy  king/km ;  ] 

XIX.  107.  Not  that  it  was  fo  at  prefent.    Uris 

•wOwmt.         Thycr.  ^    ^  ^  ^  ^^  ^ 

181.  IhW  **fr**%  t*t  /•  thy-  pronoune'd,  the  good  Aogel  looks 
ftlfmtkrolTJi]  80  Horace  upon  as  done.  And  this  ientiment 
Sat.  II.  VII.  81. 
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Reign  than  in  Hell  thy  Jw^Joraj  let  ok  fervo 
In  Heav'n  God  ever  bleft,  and  his  divine 
Behefts  obey*  worthieft  to  he  obey'd;  185 

Yet  chains  ia  Hell,  not  realms  expeft;  meanwhile 
From  me  return'd,  a$  erft  thou  faidft,  from  flight 
This  greeting  on  thy  impious  creft  receive 
$0  faying,  a  noble  ftroke  he  lifted  high. 
Which  hung  not,  hut  ib  fwift  with  tempeft  fell     1 go 
On  the  proud  creft  of  Satan,  that  no  fight, 
Nor  motion  of  fwift  thought,  lefs  could  his  flxield 
Such  ruin  intercept:  ten  paces  huge 
He  hack  recoiTdj  the  tenth  on  bended  knee 
His  mafiy  fpear  upftay'd  5  as  if  on  earth  195 

Winds  under  ground,  or  waters  forcing  way 

Sidelong 

Rtign  tbmim  UtU thy  kiaqdmi  let  .     189.  80  fw?wg>  fcc]  S*png  11 

me  few*  here  controlled  into  one  fyllaMe* 

In  tfeantn  God  ever  bleft*  Of  is  to  he  promoune'd  as  two  (hort 

is  defign'd  as  a  conteaft  to  Satan's  ones,    which  very  we)!  exprefles 

vaunt  in  I.  263.  *•  eagernefs  of  the  Angei.     Ht 

Better  to  reign  in  Hell,  thanferve  "  *  «■  **  «£  {•  « 

;«  u~.Jmi  fnifli  d  his  ipeech,  while  he  was 

inneaven.  fpeaking,  which  is  much  better 

187.  From  me  return' df  aserfttbou  ^  Dr  Benticy>s  rcadjng  $0  raid, 

fiddfl,  from  fight,  m     #  as  if  he  had  not  aim'd  his  blow, 

*hH  Zr"tini*zl*°  A^aniw  «*  till  ^  he  had  f   j^ 

Virgil  retorts  his  adversary  5  term  rM  if  ^  earth 

of  reproach,  JEn.  IX.  635,  Winds  „*!*  ground,  &c]  Hefiod 

A/  capti  Phryges  h*c  RotuKs  re-  compares  the  fall  of  Cygnus  to  an 

fponfa  remittent,  oak  or  a  rock  falling,  Scut.  Here, 

alluding  to  ver.  599.  421* 

O02  •     Uctrt 
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Sidelong  had  pufli'd  a  mountain  from  his  feat 
Half  funk  with  all  his  pines.    Amazement  feis'd 
The  rebel  Thrones,  but  greater  rage  to  fee 
Thus  foil'd  their  mightieft ;  ours  joy  filled,  and  fhout, 
Prefage  of  vi&ory,  and  fierce  defire  201 

Of  battel :  whereat  Michael  bid  found 
Th' Arch- Angel  trumpet ;  through  the  vaft  of  Heaven 
It  founded,  and  the  faithful  armies  rung 

Hofanna 

HeiTf  <P\  i<  hi  Tti  ffvs  «eww»    What  ftrong  and  darinjr  figures  arc 
»  ot»  *witm  **ere  '  ^VCI7  tlling  "  al^c  and  ani- 

***+.  .*»«.  *+  40-  %ij%  ^^sjti 

\oifls  n&m*.  toq$l  ^^  jarring  are  the  verfes, 
"And  finales  of  this  kind  are  very  and  how  admirably  do  they  braf 
frequent  amongft  the  ancient  poets,  the  horrible  Mfcord  they  would  de- 
but though  our  author  might  take  fcribe!  The  word  bray  (probably 
jhe  hint  of  his  from  thence,  vet  from  the  Greek  &e*x*  ftrepo) 
we  muft  allow,  that  he  has  with  figniiies  to  make  any  kind  of  notfe, 

reat  art  and  judgment  highten'd  tho*  now  it  be  commonly  appro* 

in  proportion  to,thefuperiordig-  priated  to  a  certain  animal.    It  is 

nity  of  his  fubjecl.    But  perhaps  apply'd  by  Spenfer  to  the  found  of 

he  might  rather  more  probably  al-  a  trumpet,    Fairy' Queen,    B.  3. 

lude  to  Spenfer's  defcription  of  the  Cant.  12.  St.  6. 

fell  of  the  old  dragon,  under  which  . 

allegory  he  intended  to  reprefent  a  And  wh^  *}  <*•*  4  &nU  tram- 

Chjiftian's  viftory  over  the  Devil.  P^ loud  <"d  "V- 

Fairy  Queen,  B.  1 .  Cant.  1 1 .  St.  54.  But  it  ^^y  ^^  ^  j^^^ 

So  down  he  fell,  as  an  huge  rocky  able  *°&>  as  B.  i.  Cant.  6.  St.  7. 

mofefalfefbundationwaveshave  Hd^j^  «d  flufcfa  fc 

wafh'daway,  ^' 

With  dreadful  poife  is  from  the  and  B.  1.  Cant.  8.  St.  1 1. 

main  land  rift,  &c.    finer.  „   ,     ,,    ,     , .    . ,  _     „f 

J  He  loudly  hrwti  with  beaftly  yel- 

2io.  —  and  the  madding  wheels]  ling  found  s 

and 
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Hofanna  to  the  High'cft:  nor  flood  at  gaze 
The  adverfe  legions,  nor  lefs  hideous  join'd 
The  horrid  fhock :  now  ftorming  fiiry  rofe, 
And  clamor  fuch  as  heard  in  Heav'n  till  now 
Was  never;  arms  on  armour  claflung  bray'd 
Horrible  difcord,  and  the  madding  wheels 
Of  brazen  chariots  rag'd;  dire  was  the  noife 
Of  conflict;  over  head  the  difmal  hifs 


445 

205 


210 


Of 


and  fometimes  it  is  ufed  as  a  verb 
adive,  as  here  in  Milton;  Fairy 
Queen,  B.  5.  Cant.  1 1.  St.  20. 

Even  blafphemous  words,  which 
fhe  doth  bray: 

and  in  Shakefpear's  Hamlet,  A&  I. 

The  kettle  dram  and  trumpet  thus 

bray  out 
The  triumph  of  his  pledge. 

212.  —  over  bead  the  difmal '  br/s 
Of  fiery  darts  ]  Now  the  author 
3  come  to  that  part  of  his  poem, 
where  he  is  mod  to  exert  what  fa- 
culty he  has  of  J4©-,  magnilo- 
quence of  flile,  and  fublimity  of 
thought, 

Nunc,  veneranda  Pales,  magno 
nunc  ore  fonandum. 

Virg.  Georg.  III.  294. 

He  has  executed  it  to  admiration : 
but  the  danger  is,  of  being  hurried 
away  by  his  unbridled  fteed;  and 
of  deferring  propriety,  while  he's 
hunting   alter  found  and  tumor. 


And  'tis  hard  to  guefs,  what  fault 
to  charge  on  the  printer,  fince 
poetic  fury  is  commonly  both 
thought  and  allow'd  to  be  regard- 
lefs  of  fyntax.  But  here  in  this 
fentence,  which  is  certainly  vi- 
cious, tbe  bifs  flew  in  volies,  and 
tbe  bifs  vaulted  the  hofts  with  fire  : 
the  author  may  be  fairly  thought 
to  have  given  it 

—  over  head  witb  difmal  hi(s 
Tbe  fiery  darts  in  flaming  voliea 
flew.        Btnthy. 

But  if  there  be  any  place  in  this 
poem,  where  the  fublimity  of  the 
thought  will  allow  the  accuracy  of 
expreflion  to  give  way  to  theftrength 
of  it,  it  is  here.  There  is  a  pecu- 
liar force  fometimes  in  afcribing 
that  to  a  circumftance  of  the  thing, 
which  more  properly  belongs  to 
the  thing  itfelf  j  to  the  bifs9  which 
belongs  to  the  darts.  See  my  note 
on  II.  6  c  4.  Pearce. 

As  the  learned  Mr.  Upton  remarks 
in    his    Critical    Obfervations   on 
003-  Shakefpear* 
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Of  iiery  darts  m  flaming  volies  flew, 

And  flying  vaulted  either  hoft  with  fire* 

So  under  fiery  cope  together  nrfh'd  2 1 5 

Both  battels  main,  with  ruinous  affault 

And  inextinguifhable  rage;  all  Heaven 

JUfounded,  and  had  Earth  been  then,  all  Earth 

Had  to  her  center  (hook,  What  wonder?  when 

Millions  of  fierce  encountring  Angels  fought       22q 

On  either  fide,  the  leaft  of  whom  could  wield 

Thefe  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 

Of  all  their  regions:  how  much  more  of  power 

Army*  againft  army  numberlefs  to  raife 

Dreadful  combuftion  warring,  and  difturb,  225 

Though  not  deftroy,  their  happy  native  feat  $ 

Had 

Stakefpetr,  the  fnbtaativt  is  fome-  his  original,  as  lie  has  done  in  this 

times  to  be  conitmed  adje&ively  particular.      Hefiod  fays  that  the 

when  governing  a  genitive  cafe.  Titans    were   orerihadowed  witk 

Ariilophanes  in  Plut.  268.  0  %pv-  darts,  Theog.  716. 

*ov  aXyeiX&<  tvvv.    O  thou  <who  m  ,                n  % 

HUeft  m  *  gold  of  ^dst  that  is  ZT  **T*  *  "»•*"  **"«" 

golden  words.     Sir  Philip  Sidney's  1/T*W» 

Arcadia,  p.  2.  opening  the  cherry  of  but  Milton  has  improved  the  hor- 
btr  lips,  that  is  cherry  lips.  So  here  ror  of  the  defcription,  and  a  Jbadt 
the  hifs  of  darts  is  hiffing  darts.  of  darts  is  not  near  fo  great  and 
214.  Andfying  vaulted  cither  hofl  dreadful  an  image  as  z/itrj  cope  or 
with  fire]  Our  author  has  vault  of  flaming  darts. 
frequently  had  his  eye  upon  He- 
nod's  giant-war  as  well  as  upon  229.  —though  mtmkefdfmb  &c] 
Homer,  and  has  imitated  feveral  Each  legion  was  in  number  like  an 
paflages ;    but  commonly  exceeds  army,  each  fiBgle  warrior  was  in 

ftrength 
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Had  not  th*  eternal  King  omnipotent 
From  his  ftrong  hold  of  Heav'n  high  over-ruPd 
And  limited  their  might;  though  number*d  fuch 
As  each  divided  legion  might  have  feem'd  230 

A  numerous  hoft,  in  ftrength  each  armed  hand 
A  legion,  led  in  fight  yet  leader  feem'd 
Each  warrior  fingle  as  in  chief,  expert 
When  to  advance,  or  ftand,  or  turn  the  fway 
Of  battel,  open  when,  and  when  to  clofe  235 

The  ridges  of  grim  war:  no  thought  of  flight, 
None  of  retreat,  no  unbecoming  deed 
That  argued  fear;  each  on  himfelf  rely'd, 
As  only  in  his  arm  the  moment  lay 
Of  vi&ory:  deeds  of  eternal  fame  240 

Were 

ftrength  like  a  legion,  and  though  from  the  left  to  the  right;  the  files 

led  in  figjht  was  as  expert  as  a  com-  are  from  front  to  rear.    Ricbardfon. 

mander  in  chief.    So  that  the  An-  236,  —  no  thought  of  fight,]  So 

gels  are  celebrated  firft  for  their  Homer,  Iliad.  XI.  71. 

lumber,  then  for  thch  ftrength,  and  Qvy                   ?           ^ 

laftly  for  their  expertnefs  in  war.  M       rt      .f    ,       ,        /7  . 

.  236.  Th  ridges  of  grim  war:]  None  ftoop'd  a  thought  to  bafc  itt- 

'A  metaphor  taken  from  a  ploughed  glorious  flight.        Pope, 

field ;  the  men  anfwer  to  the  riches,  And  Iliad.  XXIV.  2 1 6. 

between  whom,  the  intervals  of     ^  0  ,^    ■  *.* 

the  ranks,  the  furrows  are.     Th     ! mm  *C*  mv*&*>  *< 

ridges  of  grim,  fierce  frightful  look-  <*«*PW. 

ing,  war;  that  is  the  ranks  of  tho  239.  A*  only  in  his  arm  th  m- 

army,  the  files  are  implied.     The  nunt  lay 

ranks  are  the  rows  of  foldiers  from  Of  vifiory:]     As  if  upon  his 

flank  to  flank,  from  fide  to  fide,  fingle  arm  had  depended  the  whole 

04  weight 
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Were  done,  but  infinite;  for  wide  was  fpread 
That  war  and  various,  fometimes  on  firm  ground 
A  ftanding  fight,  then  foaring  on  main  wing 
Tormented  all  the  air;  all  air  feem'd  then 
Conflicting  fire:  long  time  in  even  fcale 
The  battel  hung;  till  Satan,  who  that  day 


MS 

Pro- 


weight  of  the  viaoiy.  The  mo- 
ments the  weight  that  turns  the  ba- 
lance, as  the  word  fignines  in 
Latin.  Ter.  Andr.  I.  V.  31.  Dum 
in  dubio  eft  animus,  paulo  momenta 
hue  vel  illuc  impellitur  :  And  as  he 
has  employ'd  here  the  metaphor 
of  the  weight,    fo  of   the  fcale  a 

little  afterwards   .  long  time  in 

even  fcale 'The  battel  bung  ufing 

as  a  metaphor  what  Homer  makes 
a  fimile  of,  Uiad.  XII.  43.3. 

AAA*  *X0V*  *r*  TtL\<tv]dL  yvPH— 
Qf  l*iv  rav  vxi  tea  (Jt.A-/n  tsta- 

As  when  two  fcales  are  charg'd 
with  doubtful  loads 

So  ftood  the  war,  till  He&or's 
matchlefs  might 

With  fates  prevailing  turn'd  the 
fcale  of  fight.        Pope. 

And  in  feveral  particulars  he  has 
had  his  eye    upon    Homer,    and 
commonly  exceeds  his  mailer.  Ho 
mer  fays  that  the  Greeks  and  Tro- 
jans fought  like  burning  fire : 

Q$  ot  />csy  [Attpvctvlc,  fipcte  w 
Iliad.  XIII.  673. 


But  how  much  Wronger  is  it  in 
Milton,  that  the  war 

Tormented  all  the  air;   all  air 

feem'd  then 
Conflicting  fire  f 

It  would  be  entring  into  too  mi- 
nute a  detail  of  criticifm  to  men. 
tion  every  little  circumftance  that 
is  copied  fr.om  Homer;  and  where 
he  does  not  direcTly  copy  from  Ho- 
mer, his  flile  and  coloring  is  ftjll 
very  much  in  Homer's  manner; 
and  one  may  fee  plainly  that  he 
has  read  him,  even  where  he  does 
not  imitate  him.   Wonderful  as,  his 

fenius  was,  he  coul<J  hardly  have 
rawn  the  battels  of  the  Angels  fo 
well  without  firft  reading  thofe  in 
the  Iliad ;  and  Homer  taught  him 
to  excel  Homer. 

242.  That  war  and  various ,fome- 
times  on  firm  ground 

A  ftanding  fight,  then  /taring  &c] 
The  fyntax  and  fenfe  is ;  The  war 
was  fometimes  a  ftanding  fight  on 
the  ground,  and  fometimes  the  war 
foaring  on  main  wing  tormented 
all  the  air.        Pearce. 

244.  Tormented  all  the  air ;]  Here 

Milton  takes  the  fame  liberty  of 

applying 
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Prodigious  pow'r  had  fhown,  and  met  in  arms 
No  equal,  ranging  through  the  dire  attack 
Of  fighting  Seraphim  confbs'd,  at  length  249 

Saw  where  the  fword  of  Michael  finote,  and  fell'd 
Squadrons  at  once;  with  huge  two-handed  fway 
Brandiih'd  aloft  (he  horrid  edge  came  down 

Widt 

applying  the  word  torment,  whkh  251.  —  ivitb  huge  two-handed 
the  Latin  poets  did  before  him  in  /way  &c.  ]   It  fhows  how 

ufing  the  term  <uexare.  So  Marino  entirely  the  ideas  of  chivalry  and 
defcYibing  Neptune  raifing  a  flora,  romance  had  pofTeffed  him,  to  make 
Adon.  Cant.  1.  St.  123.  Michael  fight  with  a  two-Banded 

fword.     The  fame  idea  occafion'd 

— —  e  d*  Aquiloni  his  exprefling  himfelf  very  obfeure- 

Col   fulmine  dentato   ( emulo    a   ly  in  the  following  lines  of  his  Ly- 

Gioue)  cidas, 

Tormentando  la  terra,  il  mar  com- 

moue,        Tbjer.  Bat  that  two-handed  engin  at  the 

door 
So  Spenfer  in  the  Mourning  Mqfe.     Stands  ready  to  fmite  once,  and 
of  Theftylis,  fpeaking  of  Jlolus,  fmite  no  more. 

Who  letting  loofe  the  winds  Thefe  are  the  laft  words  of  Peter 

Toft  and  tormented  tV  air.  predi&ing  God's  vengeance  on  his 

church  by  his  miniftry.  The  mak- 
247.  —  and  met  in  arms  ing  him  the  minifter  is  in  imita- 
No  equal,]  The  poet  feems  al-  tion  of  the  Italian  poets,  who  in 
moft  to  have  forgotten  how  Satan  their  fatiric  pieces  againft  the 
was  foil'd  by  Abdiel  in  the  begin-  church  always  make  Peter  the  mi- 
ning of  the  attion :  but  I  fuppofe  nifter  of  vengeance.  The  t<wc+ 
the  poet  did  not  confider  Abdiel  as  banded  engin  is  the  two-handed 
equal  to  Satan,  tho'  he  gain'd  that  Gothic  fword,  with  which  the 
accidental  advantage  over  him.  painters  draw  him.  Stands  ready 
Satan  no  doubt  would  have  prov'd  at  the  door  was  then  a  common 
an  overmatch  for  Abdiel,  only  for  phrafe  to  fignify  a  thing  immi- 
the  general  engagement  which  en-  nent.  To  finite  once  and  fmite  r.o 
fued,  and  broke  off  the  combat  be-  more  fignifies  a  final  deftruftion, 
tween  them.  bnt  alludes  to  Peter's  fingle  ufe  of 

his 
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Wide  wafting  |  fuch  dcftru&ion  to  wkhftand 

He  haded,  and  oppos'd  the  rocky  orb 

Of  tenfold  adamant,  his  ample  fhield,  255 

A  vaft  circumference:  At  his  approach 

The  great  Arch- Angel  frota  his  warlike  toil 

Surceas'd,  mid  glad  as  hoping  here  to  end 

Inteftin  war  in  Heav'n,  th*  arch-foe  fubdu'd 

Or  captive  dragg'd  in  chains,  with  hoftile  firowa  260 

And  vifage  all  inflam'd  firft  thus  began. 

Author  of  ev'il,  unknown  till  thy  revolt, 
Unnam'd  in  Heav'n,  now  plenteous,  as  thou  feeft 
Thefe  ads  of  hateful  ftrife,  hateful  to  all, 
Though  heavieft  by  juft  meafure  on  thyfelf         265 
And  thy  adherents :  how  haft  thou  difturb'd 
Heav'n's  blefled  peace,  and  into  nature  brought 

Mifery, 

his  fword  in  the  cafe  of  the  High  more  for  the  enfuing  combat  be- 
Prieft's  fervant.     War  bur  ton.  tween  Michael  and  Satan.     It  ts 

255.  Of  tenfold  adamant,]  In  the  pradice  likewife  of  Homer 
other  poets  the  Angels  are  armed  and  Virgil,  to  make  their  heroej 
in  adamant,  and  in  Taflb  there  is  difcouHe  before  they  fight  i  k  ren- 
particular  mention  of  an  adaman-  ders  the  a&ion  more  folemn,  and 
tin  fhield,  Cant.  7.  St.  8a.  Sauk  di  more  engages  the  reader's  atten- 
lucidijjtmo  diamante:  But  Milton's  tion. 
isftronger,  of  ten/bid  adamant.  275.  Hence  then,  and  rvil  go  <witb 

262.  Author  of  evil,  &c]  Thefe  thee  along, 

fpeeches  give  breath  as  it  were  to       Thy  *f spring,  to  the  place  qf  *w7, 
the  reader  after  the  hurry  of  the  Hell, 

general    battel;    and    prepare  his       Tbon  and  thy  wicked  crew,  tbert 
mind,  and  raife  his  expe&ation  the  mingle  Sroils,]  Imitated  from 

'  Taflb 

9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Book VI.     PARADISE  LOST,  451 

Mifery,  uncreated  till  the  crime 

Of  thy  rebellion  ?  how  haft  thou  inftill'd 

Thy  malice  into  thoulands,  once  upright  270 

And  faithful,  now  prov'd  falfe  ?  But  think  not  here 

To  trouble  holy  reft;  HeaVn  cafts  thee  out 

From  all  her  confines.    Heav'n  the  feat  of  bUTs 

Brooks  not  the  works  of  violence  and  war. 

Hence  then,  and  evil  go  with  thee  along.  27; 

Thy  ofspring,  to  the  place  of  evil,  Hell, 

Thou  and  thy  wicked  crew}  there  mingle  broils, 

Ere  this  avengiog  fword  begin  thy  doom, 

Or  fome  more  fudden  vengeance  wing'd  from  God 

Precipitate  thee  with  augmented  pain.  a8o 

So  fpake  the  prince  of  Angels;  to  whom  thus 
The  Adversary.    Nor  think  thou  with  wind 

Of 

Taflb,  whew  Micktel  in  like  man-  The  realms  of  death,  of  torments, 
ncr   rebukes  the  infernal  Spirits  and  of  woes, 
who  foneht  again*  die  Chriftians,  And  in  the  deeps  of  that  in- 
Cant.  9?St.?4.  x/6^*11^,.      Jt 
«,«■»  7          T-  Your  battels  fight,and  there  your 

ItwemaledettialToftroregao,  triumphs  make.    Fairfax. 

Regno  di  pene,  e  di  perpetua  2g2  <f^e  Mvtrfarj.}  Not  as  any 

morte :                       .  enemy  in  fight  may  be  call'd,  but 

E  fiano  in  quegli  a  voi  dounti  in  a  feftfe  peculiar  to  him,  Satan 

chioftri  being  his  name,  and  Satan  in  He- 

Le  voftre  guerre,  et  i  trionfi  voftn.  y)KW  fignjfying  tbt  adverfatj. 

Go  hence  you  curft  to  yonr'ap-       282.  Nor  think  thou  &c.  ] 

Minted  lands,  Horn.  Iliad.  XX.  200. 

"  n«- 
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Of  aery  threats  to  awe  whom  yet  with  deeds 

Thou  canft  not.  Haft  thou  turn'd  the  leaft  of  thefe 

To  flight,  or  if  to  fall,  but  that  they  rife  285 

Unvanquifh'd,  eafier  to  tranfaft  with  me 

That  thou  (houldft  hope,  imperious,  and  with  threats 

To  chafe  me  hence  ?  err  not  that  fo  (hall  end 

The  ftrife  which  thou  call'ft  evil,  but  we  ftile 

The  ftrife  of  glory;  which  we  mean  to  win,      290 

Or  turn  this  Heav'n  itfelf  into  the  Hell 

Thou  fableft,  here  however  to  dwell  free, 

If  not  to  reign:  mean  while  thy  utmoft  force, 

And  join  him  nam'd  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 

I  fly  not,  but  have  fought  thee  far  and  nigh.       295 

They  ended  parle,  and  both  addrefs'd  for  fight 
Unfpeakablej  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 

Of 

J1hA#/i?,   ftw  /if  ^  intra  yh   ver.  262  ?   where  Satan  is  calTd 

i  HTU7J0?  »f,  the  author  of  evil,  of  evil  difplayM 

EA^rso  JW^e&Aj"  ia  a&s  of  hateful  ftrife :  and  fo  in 

«»/,]  The  author  gave  it       h^  ^  ft  ^  ^^  exprdL 

The   ftrife   which    thou   calTft  fion,  but  evil  is  juftifiable.  Fearet. 

hateful.  298. can  relate,  &c]  The 

This  appears  from  Michael's  words  accufative  cafe  after  the  verbs  rt- 

abovc,  ver.  264.  I***  a&d  liken  is  fight  before  men- 

„.    r     -.     r  n  .  ^  /  n  •/•    i_  .       tion'd,  and  here  underftood.     For 
Thefe  afts  of  hateful  finfe,  hate-    wif  tbwh  ^  the  §/  A    u 

ful  to  all.         Bentley.  ^  ^  ^  fight  ^  *#  J^  f^ 

But  why  may  not  this  evil  relate  to  fftcuous  things  on  earth  can  liken  it, 
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Of  Angels,  camrelate,  or  to  what  things 

Liken  on  earth  confpicuous,  that  may  lift 

Human  imagination  to  fuch  highth  300 

Of  Godlike  pow'r?  for  likeft  Gods  they  feem'd, 

Stood  they  or  mov'd,  in  ftature,  motion,  arms, 

Fit  to  decide  the  empire  of  great  Heaven. 

Now  wav'd  their  fiery  fwords,  and  in  the  air 

Made  horrid  circles  j  two  broad  funs  their  fhields  305 

Blaz'd  oppofit,  while  expectation  flood 

In  horror;  from  each  hand  with  fpeed  retir'd, 

Where  erft  was  thickeft  fight,  th'angelic  throng, 

And  left  large  field,  unfafe  within  the  wind 

Of  fuch  commotion;  fuch  as,  to  fet  forth  310 

Great  things  by  fmall,  if  nature's  concord  broke. 

Among  the  conftellations  war  were  fprung, 

Two 

fo  eonftieuous  as  to  lift  human  ima-  limity  of  this  defcripdon.  Thofe 
rination  &c.  A  general  battel  is  a  are  die  combats  of  Men,  but  this 
fcene  of  too  much  confufion,  and  of  Angels ;  and  this  fo  far  fur- 
therefore  the  poets  relieve  them-  pafles  diem,  that  one  would  think 
felves  and  their  readers  by  draw-  that  an  Angel  indeed  had  related  iu 
ing  now  and  then  a  fingle  combat  306.  —  'while  expeSation  ftood 
between  fome  of  their  principal  In  horror ;  ]  Expe&adon  is  pcr- 
heroes,  as  between  Paris  and  Me-  fonify'd  in  the  like  fublime  manner 
nelaus,  He&or  and  Ajax,  He&or  in  Shakefpear,  Hen.  V.  Act  II. 
and  Achilles  in  the  Iliad,  and  be-  For  now  fits  cxpcaatioain  the  air- 
tween  Turnus  and  Pallas,  iEneas 

and  Mezendus,  Turnus  and  JSneas  311.  —  */  nature's  concord  broke, 

in  the  jEneid :  and  very  fine  they  Among  the  conftellations  'war  'were 

are,  but  fall  very  fhort  of  the  fob-  Sprung,]  The  context  fliow* 

(fayi 
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Two  planets  rafting  from  afpeft  maUgn 

Of  fierceft  oppofition  in  mid  iky  314 

Should  combat,  and  their  jarring  Spheres  confound. 

Together  both  with  next  to'  almighty  arm 

Up-lifted  imminent,  one  ftroke  they  aim'd 

That  might  determin,  and  not  need  repeat, 

As  not  of  pow'r  at  oncej  nor  odds  appear'd 

(fays  Dr.Bendey)  thatMawagtve  with  hjtufual  judgment.  ^rvVIH. 

it  warfare  inftead  of  war  were.    1  691. 

fuppofe  the  Doctor  to  mean,  that  —  pelage  ctcdas  inaare  rerulfat 

in  the  common  reading  there  is  Cycladas,  aut  monies  concmrct* 

wanting  a  copulative  particle  be-  moatibu*  altos. 

tween  the  *izth  andj^th  vcrfes.  ^  /„!*,.  Thyerobferr«)  hehas 

NowhowloestheDoaor'salt«ra.  «g» g pSSS S 

T  *£  £Z1£J£ J*  of  thisfi^rbrtarnUhing  *3 
fimn  pie  fays    are  both  pam-  ^  y,    fcp^^T^*,  of  ffle 

ciples  of  the  ablative  cafe.    Sup-  _„i;_,     *Tr  -u™*.  s»  .  ---= 

pofc  them  fo;  will  there  not  fie  «fgn»cy  of  planets  m  a  pat* 

(mm.™™,  w  „.j;__  _  cular  afpeft  or  oppofition,  as  the 

wanungintheD^orsrejdinga  .^^ ^,,        "^ k- 

copulative  parade  between  the  J  .  x6SwtheTbotb  with  next  tfd- 
x  11  th  and  3 1 2th  verfes,  to  conned       3    '  ^^T^» 

ft  f M^Tfif  ;f  S  ,tS  VpliftJiZZZt,]  So  I  conceive 
fault  of  Milton  (if  it  be  a  fault)  is   ^^k-  ftonW  &  ^^  ^ 

not  remov'd  from  the  poem  by  the  ^£^!,2z..       *ZT^1a~Z 

Doctor,  but  only  flrifteVto  another  J?  C0BUMtf f  i?^.  ^J!5 

Terfe.    We  had  better  keep  then  ***'.  *""*  **  *c  *0.ld»  "*&* 

a-  «m  mji..  «wi  ,iinw  tfi«  mmt  «•*«*<«  May  be  join'd  in  conftrw;- 

the  old  reading,  and  allow  the  poet  rf^  wkh  ^  ££w  ^  ^ 

the  hbertyof propping ,the P^  y^  «r /^lowSfr  The^S 
lative  before  dM swords  fwefianets,  '  ^a^fad  *„,!  fcantfL 
wacwuntofmatfireofimaena-  Gv«  ?u«  ready  to  6JL  QnetfSJ 
Am  wtoch  was  kindled,  and* *e  one  ££ JSSb*«* HtoS 
highdi  of  matnoMe  fcry  with  Z^Vi^^!vTtoT 

3 1 3.  7*w#  ^i*tf j  *c.  ]    Milton     Q«Oft  toper  atra  file*  jam  jam  lap- 
ftcms  to  have  taken  the  hint  of  *»»  cadentiqu* 

this  fimile  from  that  of  Viigil,  but     h*mm*  affnili*. 
varied  and  applied  to  hii  fubjeft       321.  — y9ww  tbt  trmmyef G*f\ 

Milton, 
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In  might  or  fwift  prevention:  but  the  fword       320 

Of  Michael  from  the  armoury  of  God 

Was  giv'n  him  tempered  lb,  that  neither  keen 

Nor  fblad  might  refill  that  edge:  it  met 

The  fword  of  Satan  with  fteep  force  to  finite 

Defending,  and  in  half  cut  fheer5  nor  ftay'd,     325 

But  with  fwift  wheel  reverie,  deep  entring  &ar\i 

All 

MJUon,  notwtMbttding  tfce  fab*  made  ufe  of  it,  bat  we  find  the 

lime  genius  he  was  matter  of,  has  Jewifh  hero  in  the  book  of  Mac- 

in  this  book  drawn  to  his  affiftance  cabees,   s  Maccab.  XV.  15,   16. 

all  the  helps  he  could  meet  with  who  had  fought  the  battels  of  the 

among  the  ancient  poets.     The  chofen  people  with  fo  much  glory 

(Word  of  Michael,  which  iriakes  fo  and  fuccefs,  receiving  in  his  dream 

great  a  havoc  among  the  bad  An-  a  fword  from  the  hand  of  the  pro- 

gele,  was  given  him,  we  are  toW>  phct  Jeremiah.  Addifm. 

'  out  of  the  arnmry  tf  G*4  Taflb  likewife  mentions  the  ar- 

***       .  ,    ,.     A  , ,  i-     ,w   moury  of  God,  Cant.  7.  St.  80. 

Was  pv>n  him  temper  d  fo,  that  ^  ^  ^^  rf  m^t  fworf 

neither  keen  fccmg      ^       ied  from  ArthegaTs 

Nor  foLd  might  refill  that  edge .        g      ^   /^  q^  g> 

It  met  -  Taut   1    St    10 

The  fword  of  Satan  with  fteep  Cant  f;*'  "a 

force  to  finite  For  of  moft  perfca  metal  it  was 

Dcfcendmg,  and  m  half  cut  foeer*  made,— - 

„  ,      9  And  was  of  no  left  virtue,  than 

This  paflage  is  a  copy  of  that  m  0f  fc,,^ 

Virgil,  wherein  the  voct  tells  us.  For  ^  ^  ftbftance  was  fo  firm 

that  the  fword  of  jBneas,  which  ^  ^^f 

was  given  him  by  a  deity,  broke  fiut   it  wouy  p^^  ^  ^eave, 

Into  pieces  the  fword  of  Turnus,  wherefo  it  came; 

which  came  from  a  mortal  forge,  j^  My  moar  ^^  hfe  (fint  out- 

As  the  moral  in  this  place  is  di-  wa|^ 

vine,  fo  by  the  way  we  may  ob-  9qX  wherefoever  k  did  UAt  it 

fcrve,  that  the  beftowing  on  a  man  throughly  fhar'd. 
Who  is  favorM  by  Heaven  fuch  an 

allegorical  weapon,   is  very  con-  And  this  word/W  is  ufed  m  the 

fbrmabletotheoldeafternwayof  fane  manner  by  Mikon. 

flunking.     Not  only  Homer  has  325,  — » and  in  half  cut  fleer ;—  ] 

We 
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All  his  right  fide:  then  Satan  firft  knew  pain, 
And  writh'd  him  to  and  fro  convolved;  foYorc 
The  gliding  fword  with  cjifcontinuous  wound 
Pafs'd  through  him:  but  th*  ethereal  fubftance  clos'd, 

Not 


We  have  here  a  fair  opportunity  to 
obferve  how  finely  great  geniufes 
imitate  one  another.  There  is  a 
mod  beautiful  paflage  in  Homer's 
Iliad,  III.  363.  where  the  fword 
of  Menelaus  in  a  duel  with  Paris 
breaks  in  pieces  in  his  hand ;  and 
the  Kne  in  the  original  is  fo  con- 
triv'd,  that  we  do  not  only  fee  the 
a&ion,  as  Euftathius  remarks,  but 
almoft  fancy  we  hear  the  found  of 
the  breaking  fword  in  the  found  of 
the  words, 

TeXX^ATi    JUKI    7CT££X,9*    JW- 

As  this  kind  of  beauty  could  hard- 
ly be  equal'd  by  Virgil,  he  has  with 
great  judgment  fubmtuted  another 
of  his  own,  and  has  artfully  made 
a  break  in  the  verfe  to  exprefs  the 
breaking  fhort  of  the  fword  of 
Turnus  againft  the  divine  armour 
of  i£neas,vEn.XH.  j$i.&c. 

—  at  perfidus  enfis 
Frangitur,  Jin  medioque  arden- 
tem  deferit  i&u. 

But  he  did  not  think  this  fufficient, 
he  was  fenfible  that  Homer  had  ftill 
the  advantage,  and  therefore  goes 
on  after  feeming  to  have  done 
with  it, 

— poftquam  anna  dei  ad  V  ulcania 
ventum  eft, 


Mortalis  macro,  glades  ecu  foti- 

lis,  idu 
DUfiktit;  I  fulva  refplendent  frag* 


mma  arena. 

And  this  beauty  being  more  ins- 
table in  our  language   than   the 

mer,  the  excellent  translator  of 
Homer  has  here  rather  copied  Vir- 
gil than  tranflated  Homer, 

The  brittle  ftcel,  unfaithful  to  his 
hand, 

Broke  (hort:  |  the  fragments  glit- 
tered on  the  fand. 

The  fword  of  Satan  is  broken  as  well 
as  thofe  of  Paris  and  Turnus,  but  is 
broken  in  a  different  manner,  and 
confequently  a  different  kind  of 
beauty  is  proper  here.  Their's 
broke  ftiort,  and  were  lhatterM  in- 
to various  fragments ;  but  the  fword 
of  Michael  was  of  that  irrefiitibie 
fharpnefs,  that  it  cut  the  fword  of 
Satan  quite  and  clean  in  two,  and 
the  dividing  of  the  fword  in  half 
is  very  well  exprefs 'd  by  half  a 
verfe,  as  likewife  the  word  defend* 
ing  is  plac'd  admirably  to  exprefs 
the  fenfe.  The  reader  cannot  read 
it  over  again  without  perceiving 
this  beauty.  Neither  does  Milton 
flop  here,  but  carries  on  beauties 
of  the  fame  kind  to  the  defcriptioa 
of  the  wound,  and  the  verfes  feem 
almoft 
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Not  long  divifible;  and  from  the  gafti  331 

A  ftream  of  ne&a'rous  humor  ifluing  flow'd 
Sanguin,  fueh  as  ecleftial  Spi'rits  may  bleed, 
And  all  his  armour  ftain'd  ere  while  fo  bright. 

Forthwith 


atmoft  painfiil  in  defcribing  Satan's 
pain, 

—  deep  entringy&wV 

All  his  right  fide :  then  Satan  firft 
knew  pain, 

And  writkd  him,  to  and  fro  con- 
*vo/vd;  fifore 

-The  gri£ng  fword  with  &f continu- 
ous wound 

Pa&'d  thaough  him, 

329.  The  griding  fword with  dsft 
continuous  wound]  Difconti- 
nuous  wound  is  faid  in  allufion  to 
the  old  definition  of  a  wound,  that 
it  feparates  the  continuity  of  the 
parts,  <vulnus  eft  folutio  continui  : 
And  griding  is  an  old  word  for  cut- 
ting, and  ufed  in  Spenfer,  as  in 
Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant.  8.  St.  36. 

That  through  his  thigh  the  mortal 
fteel  did  gride. 

332.  A  ftream  of  neQarous  humor 
ijfuing  flowed 

Sanguin,"]  Here's  an  odious  blun- 
der. Nt3ar  is  the  drink  of  the 
Gods ;  and  was  Satan's  humor  or 
blood  a  proper  drink  ?  But  the 
next  line  (hows  what  the  author, 
dictated, 

Sanguin,  fach  as  celeflial  Spirits 
may  bleed. 

The  whole  diftich  is  word  for  word 
taken  from  a  verfe  in  Homer, 
*Vol.  I. 


tX*9    OlOCTtf   *ifl&  (JLAK&fWft 

Homer's  Gods  when  wounded  bled 
Ichor,  different  from  human  blood, 
and  peculiar  to  them.  And  Mil- 
ton makes  his  Angels  bleed  the 
fame  humor,  that  has  no  other 
name.    He  gave  it  therefore 

A  dream  of  ichorous  humor  ijfuirtg 
Jkw'a\        Bentley, 

I  (hould  have  thought  that  an  at- 
tentive reader  could  not  have  mifs'd 
observing  that  the  ftream  which 
Milton  (peaks  of  was  not  of  ner- 
tarous  humor  only,  but  of  ne&arous 
humor  fanguin,  that  is,  converted 
into  what  celeftial  Spirits  bleed: 
and  what  is  that  but  the  fame 
which  Homer  exprefles  by  one 
word  Ichor  ?  If  this  was  the  poet's 
meaning,  the  Do&or's  objection  is 
wide  of  the  mark.  Beftdes,  if 
neQarous  was  wrong,  yet  ichorous 
would  notfeem  to  be  right,  becaufc 
the  middle  fyllabie  of  it  (hould  be 
long,  according  to  the  profody  of 
the  word  from  which  it  is  derived. 

Ptatcs. 
The  paffage  wherein  Satan  is  dc.» 
fcribed  as  wounded  by  the  fword 
of  Michael  is  in  imitation  of  Ho- 
mer. Homer  tells  us  chat  upon 
Diomedes  wounding  the  Gods, 
there  flow'd  from  the  wound  an 
*  P  Ichcr, 
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Forthwith  on  all  fides  to  his  aid  was  run  33; 

By  Angels  many  and  ftrong,  who  interposed 
Defcnfe,  while  others  bore  him  on  their  ftield? 
Back  to  his  chariot,  where  it  flood  re#r'<J 
From  off  the  files  of  war;  there  they  him  laid 
Gnafhing  for  anguifli  and  defpite  and  £han?e,       34a 
To  find  himfelf  not  matchlefs,  ^nd  his  pride 
Humbled  by  fuch  rebuke,  fo  far  beneath 
His  confidence  to  equal  God  in  power. 

Yet 

Icfor,   or   pure   kind   of  blood,  For  not  the  bread  of  man  thek 
/which  was  not  bred  From  mortal  life  fuftains, 
viands ;  and  that  tho'  the  pain  was  Nor  wine's  inflaming  juce  fup- 
exquifitely  great,  the  wound  foon  plies  their  veins.     Pope, 
clofed  op  and  healed  in  thofe  be- 
ings who  are  veiled  with  immorta-        335. to  bis  aid  was  run]  A 

^t7«                                     Addifon.  Latinifm ;  fo  we  have  <ventum  ejt  in 

The    reader   perhaps    would    be  the  lines  juft  before  quoted  from 

pleafed  to  fee  the  paflage  in  Ho-  Virgil, 
mer  here  quoted,  Iliad.  V.  339. 

—  pn  r  *(*C&top  Jit**  two,  —  Poftqaam  arma  dei  ad  Vulc* 

IX*P    1*9***1  Ti  pi*  pAKtyHTffl  ma  *V*n**m  eft* 

Ov  yap  (Tirov  t  JW\  «  mm<f  *i-  „33&-  — 7  **»  intertosyd\  Thut 

Bota  movt  Homer  makes  the  chief  of  the 

Tr  «  **  AraiiAoiw  «<n%  Kcu  &fa<t-  Trojans   interpofe  between    their 

to*  KoAioflaj.  wounded  hero  when  he  was  over- 

.,         ,      ,          .  borne  by  Ajax.  Satan  lighted  out 

From  the  clear  vein  a  ftream  im-  of  his  fun-bright  chariot  at  ver. 

mortal  flowed,  103>    and  according  to  the  Ho- 

Suchftreamasiiruesfromawound-  meric  manner,  is  now  wounded, 

cdGod;  and  borne  (on  the  fhields  o?  Sera- 

Po^    *manatK)n!     uncorruPtcd  P^m)  back  to  it,    where  it  was 

*t  *T°^ ;  /•      ,.^    ,,  PIacd  out  of  thc  rangc  «■*  array 

Unlike  our  grofs,  difeas'd,  ter-   of  battel,  Iliad,  XIV.  428. 
rcftnal  blood :  „'  ^ 
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Yet  foeh  Ife  feeal'd  5  fi*  ^pi'rits  that  live  throughout 

Vital  in  eVfery  part,  not  as  frail  man  345 

In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  rcihSi 

Cannot  but  by  anriihifatftig  die  5 

Nor  in  their  liquid  texture  mortal  wound 

Receive*  ne)  irtorfe  than  tan  the  fluid  air : 

All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  aH  ear,        3  50 

All  intellect,  all  fehfe;  and  as  they  pfeaie, 

They  limb  themieives,  and  color,  fhape  or  fize 

Aflume, 

^—  Tor  <Tf  « pf  ff etpoi  but  moft  of  them  fire  not  dSfagree- 

Xfprtf   A*P<r.9%  w&v '  f*  «or*,  able  to  thofe  hints  which  are  left  us 

o^p*  #*«*  /ttk*  of  thefe  fpiritual  beings  in  Scrip- 

SlKUUt    it  0*  vxri&i  p&Xn*  n^*  tare> 

rnloKtpoto 

Era?*?,    miox^i  **«  «ef//flt7«i  348.  ATar  /*  /£«>  //pm/  /**/*#* 

«o/jwA.*  tyo/lif  &C.  mortal  wound 

Receive,  no  more  than  can  thejlmd 

much  more  loofe  and  redundant  */r :  ]    The  fame  compari- 

Chan  our  exprefive  author,  Hume .  fon  in  Shakeipear,  Macbeth,  AcW. 

^     oi„  .      .'     «,         As  eafy  may'ft  thou  the  intren- 

344*  ZrJ"JpFS£  th\Rv'  chwt  ai/ 

/WAw/  &c]  Oorauthor's     wkh  th    fceen  fwonl  ^     f    j, 

wafon  for  Satan  •  healing  fo  fpon  mak£  me  Weed- 

is  better  than  Homer  s  upon  a  like 

occaiion,  as  we  quoted  it  juft  now.  350.  All  heart  they  li<ve>  all  head* 

And  we  fee  here  Milton's  notions  *       all  eye,  all  ear, 

of  Angels.   They  are  vital  in  every  All  intellect,  all  fenfc ;]    This  is 

part,    and  can  receive  no  mortal  exprefled  very  much  like  Pliny's 

wound,  and  cannot  die  but  by  an-  account  of  Gt>d.  Nat.  Hift.  L.  j. 

nihilation.     They  are  all  eye,  all  c.  7.    Quifquis  eft  Deus,  ft  modo 

ear,  all  fenfe  and  underftanding ;  eft  alius,    et  quacunque  in  parte, 

and  can  aflume  what  kind  of  bo-  totus  eft  fenfus,  totus  vifus,  totus 

dies  they  pleafe.     And  thefe  no-  auditds,  totus  animae,  totus  animi, 

tions,  if  not  true  in  divinity,  yet  totus  fui. 

certainly  are  very  fine  in  poetry  \ 

P  p  2  362.  And 
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Aflame,  as  likes  them  beft,  condenfe  or  rare. 

Mean  while  in  other  parts  like  deeds  deferv'd 
Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  fought,     355 
And  with  fierce  enfigns  piere'd  the  deep  array 
Of  Moloch  furious  king)  who  him  defy'd, 
And  at  his  chariot  wheels  to  drag  him  bound 
Threaten'd,  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heaven 
Refrain'd  his  tongue  blafphemousj  but  anon       360 
Down  cloven  to  the  wafte,  with  fbatter'd  arms 
And  uncouth  pain  fled  bellowing.  On  each  wing 
Uriel  and  Raphael  his  vaunting  foe,  .     . 

Though 

362.    And  uncouth  pain  fled  bel-  with    Spenfer;     bat    Milton,    no 

kw^J  I  ^ueflion  not  but  doubt,  in  this  particular   applica- 

Milton  in  his  defcription  of  his  fu-  tion  of  it  had  in  view  the  follow- 

rious  Moloch  flying  from  the  bat-  ing  lines,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i .  Cant 

tel,  and  bellowing  with  the  wound  1 1.  St.  zo. 

h.  had  received    had  his  eye  on  ^    .    d      fted  the             ^ 

Mars  ,n  the  Iliad;  who  upon  hi,  aPwound8f„U  wide,             ^ 

being  wounded  is  reprefented  as  ^        ^  ^  ^^      .    ^ 

%ZSZZ\X^«£*     monftCT  ^  <**?%» 

whole  army  when  it  begins  the       363.   Uriel  and  Raphael  "\    The 

charge.      Homer   adds    that   the  fpeaker  here  is  Raphael;    and  it 

Greeks  and   Trojans,    who  were  had    been   improper    to   mention 

engaged  in  a  general  battel,  were  himfelf  as  a  third  perfon,  and  tell 

terrify 'd  on  each  fide  with  the  bel-  his  own  exploits;  but  that  Adam 

lowing  of  this  wounded  deity.  The  knew    not    his    name.     Had  he 

reader  will  eafily  obferve,  how  Mil-  known  it,  he  mult  have  faid  Uriel 

ton  has  kept  all  the  horror  of  this  and  I;  which  he  car*d  not  to  do. 
image,   without  running  into  the  B entity. 

ridicule  of  it.  Addifon.        363.  Uriel  and  Raphael  his  *vmmt- 

With    uncouth  pain  fed  bellowing.  ing  foey']    Dr.  Bentley  and 

Uncouth  is  a  word  very  common  Mr.  Thyer  are  of  opinion,  that  a 

word 
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Though  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  arm'd, 

Vanquifh'd  Adramelcch,  and  Afmadai,  365 

Two  potent  Thrones,  that  to  be  lefs  than  Gods 

Difdain'd,  but  meaner  thoughts  learn'd  in  their  flight, 

Mangled  with  ghaftly  wounds  through  plate  and  mail. 

Nor  flood  unmindful  Abdiel  to  annoy 

The  atheift  crew,  but  with  redoubled  blow         370 

Ariel  and  Arioch,  and  the  violence 

Of  Ramiel  fcorch'd  and  blafted  overthrew, 

I  might  relate  of  thoufands,  and  their  names 

Eternize  here  on  earth;  but  thofe  eleft 

Angels, 

word  it  left  oat  in  this  line,  and  that  composM  of  fmall  pieces  like 

that  the   ienfe  and  the  jneafure  (hells,  or  (bales  of  fi(h  laid  one  over 

would  be  improved  by  reading  it  the  other;   or  (bmething   refem- 

thus,  Wing  the  feathers  as  they  lie  on 

Uriel  and  Raphael,  each  his  vaunt-  the  bodies  of  fowl,  V.  284 

ilje  foe  Rtcbardfcn. 

b  37 J.    Ariel  and  Arioch,]     Two 

365.    Adramelecb,  ]     Hebrew,  fierce  Spirits,   as  their  names  de- 

Migbty  magnificent  king,  one  of  the  note.      Ariel  Hebrew,    the  Hon  of 

idols  of  bepharvaim,    worfhipped  God,    or  a  firmg  lion.      Arioch  of 

bv  them  in  Samaria/  when  tranf-  the  like  fignification,  a  force  and 

planted    thither    by   Shalmanefer.  terrible  liem.     Ramiel  Hebrew,  one 

And  the  Sepbamdtes  burnt  their  chil-  that  exalts  bimjelf  againfi  God. 

dren    in    the    fire    to    Adramelecb,  Hume. 

2  Kings  XVII.  31.    Afmadai t  the  373.  I  might  relate  of  tboufwds, 

luftful  and  deftroying  Angel  Afmo-  &c.j  The  poet  here  puts  into  the 

deus,  mentioned  Tobit  III.  8.  who  mouth  of  the  Angel  an  excellent 

robbed  Sara  of  her  (even  hofbands ;  reafon  for  not  relating  more  parti- 

of  a  Hebrew  word  (ignifying  to  culars  of  this  firft  battel.    It  would 

defray.        Hume.  have  been  improper  on  all  accounts 

368.  —plate  and  mail.]  Plate  to  have  inlarged  much  more  upon 

is  the  broad  (olid  armour.    Mail  it  it,  but  it  was  proper  that  the  Angel 

Pp3  ihould 

■ 
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Angela  contented  with  their  fame  10  Hwreo*     375 
Seek  not  the  praife  of  men :  the  other  fort. 
In  might  though  wop#t:cti$.  and,  in  a£te  of  tout, 

tyor  of  renown  left  eager,  yet  by  doom.  ; 
Cancel'd  from  He*v'n,and  fc<ped  raempry* 
Namelefs  in  dark,  Qbjiyiojx  let  tjiem  d?*elL  3BH 

For  ftrength.from.teuth  divided  and  fcwp  j»fo 
Illaudablc,  nought  i^erte  fcitf  difpraife 
And  ignominy,  yet  to  glory  afpvcs. 
Vain  glorious,  and  through  infomy  ftftfe  fa»G: 
Therefore  eternal  filence  be  their  49001-  385L 

And  now  their  mightieft  quelTd,  the  battel  fweiVd, 
With  many  ai>  inroad  gpr'-d  j  d^rmgd  r«jt 

Entered, 

/hould  appear  to  know  more  than    Swerv'd  frQm  tl*e  Saxon  ^ervn, 

he  chofe  to  relate,  or  than  the  poet    to  wander  out  of  its  place;  hero 

vias  able  to  make  him  relate.  by  analogy  to  bend,  to  ply;  for  in 

382.  lllaudable,]   Is  ufed,  here   that  cafe  an  army  m  battd  properly 

much  in  the  fame  manner  as  i/Iau-    fwerves.  ^  Richard/^ 

dqtus  in  Virgil,  The  word  is  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfc 

-QuisautEnryfthea  durum,         £  SPcnfer'   *»W  QHee*>  B.  S. 

Aut  illaudati  nefcit  Bufiridk  aras  ?    CanL  xo"  bt'  3S> 

Georg.III.  5.      Who   from   hiV  faddlc  /wervtd 
And  the  learned  reader  may,  if  he  nou8ht  afldc- 

pTeafes,  fee  a  differtation  upon  that        391. <wb*tjl<»dy  ra»/V&c] 

verfe  of  Virgil  in  the  fecpnd  book    The   conftru&isa   has    occafioxfd 
of  Aulus  Gellius.  fome  difficulty  here,  but  it  mzy  be 

386- *b  battel fwerntd,]  Is    thus  explicated.     What  flood  is  the 

not  this  the  fame  with   Hefiod's    nominative  cafe  in  the  fentence, 
f Ktovin  /«  fut;yt.  Theog.  v.  7 1 1  ?    and  the  verbs  are  reca/fd  and  fad.  It 

T&pr.   would  indeed  be.  a  conjradi&ion  to 

<V 
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Enter'd,  and  fbttl  diforder;  all  the  ground 
Witb  fhiv&r'd  armour4  Arovm,  and  on  a  heap 
Chariot  and  charioteer  lay  overturned,  390 

And  fiery  foaming  fteeds;  what  flood,  recoiPd 
O'er- wearied,  through  the  faint  Satanic  hod 
Defenfive  fcarce,  or  with  pale  fear  furpris'd, 
Then  firffr  with'  fear  furpris'd  and  fenfe  of  pain, 
Fled  ignominious,  to  fuch  evil  trought  395 

By  fin  of  difoBedience,  till  that  hour 
Not  liable  to  fear  or  flight  or  pain: 
Far  otherwife  th'inviblable  Saints 
In  cubic  phalanx  firm  advancM  entire, 
Invulnerable,  impenetrably  arm'dj  400 

Such 

fey  that  what  flood  their  ground,  This  was  a  very  great  advantage 
Jted;  but  that  is  not  the  meaning  of  on  the  fide  of  the  good  Angels; 
i£  what  flooSh  put  in  oppofition  to  but  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  rebel 
what  Uy  overturn  dm  the  preceding  Angels  did  not  know  their  own 
Ime.  raft  of  the  Satanic  hoft  lav  weaknefs  till  this  hour, 
avertuttfdi  and  that  part  which  .  399-  In  cubic  phalanx  firm]  In 
was  not  overturned,  but  kept  on  ftrictnefs  of  fpeech,  to  have  been 
their  feet,  and  food*  either  gave  cubic,  it  muft  have  been  as  high, 
way  and  recoifd  0 Vr -wearied,  or  as  it  is  broad,  as  Dr,  Bentley  jul&y 
with  pott  fear  furfriid  fed  igno-  obferves.  But  .why  muft  a  poefa 
mnious.  mind,  fublim'd  as  Milton's  was  on 

2^6.  — —^  till  that  hour  &c.  ]  Jl  this  occafion,  be  expe&ed  to  attend 
feems  a  very  extraordinary  circum-  to  every  circumftance  of  an  epi- 
ftance  attending  a  battel,  that  not  thet  made  ufe  of?  He  meant  four 
only  none  of  the  warriors  on  either  fquare  only,  having  that  property*, 
fide  were  capable  of  death  by  of  a  cube  to  be  equal  in  length  onfc 
wound,  but  on  one  fide  none  were  all  fides.  And  Co  he  exprefles  him- 
capable  of  wound  or  even  of  pain,   felf  in  his  tradt  called  The  renfon 

Pp4  tf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


464  PARADISE -LOST.    BopkVi 

Such  high  advantages  their  innocence 

Gave  them  above  their  foes,  not  to  have  (inn'd, 

Not  to  have  difobey'dj  in  fight  they  flood 

Unwearied,  unobnoxious  to  be  pain'd  404 

By  wound,    though  from  thek  place  by  violence 

mov'd. 

Now  night  her  courfe  began,  and  over  Heaven 

Inducing  darkjiefs,  grateful  truce  impos'd, 

And  filence  on  the  odious  din  of  war : 

Under  her  cloudy  covert  both  retifd, 

Vi&or  and  vanquifh'd:  on  the  foughten  field      410 

Michael  and  his  Angels  prevalent 

In* 

of  Church  Government  kc.  p.  2 1 5.  406.  Novj  night  her  eonrfe  tepm, 

Edit.  Toland.  As  thofe /mailer /quarts  and  over  Heaven 

in  battel  unite  in  one  great  cube,  fig  \  Inducing  darknefu   gr**e/ki  trwet 

tnain  phalanx,   an  emblem  of  truth  imposed,  1    The    fame   witfc 

and  ftedfaftnefs.     To  be  Aire  Mil-  Taflb  on   a  lite  pecaiion,  G.  L, 

ton's  cubic f  tho7  not  ftrittly  proper,  Cant.  1 1.  St.  18. 

is  better  than  the  epithet  martial  ..      ,  m  +  -nMm  *^,,„  1  u  r.^ 

(which  the  Doaor  would  give  us  r'^tJlZTlA^t^^ 

in  the  room  of  it)  becaufe  I  >ba-  ^  cheta  nptte,  e  del  nppfo  ^a. 

lanx  in  battel  could  not  be  other-  "***• 

wife  than  martial  \  and  fo  clofely  407.  Inducing  dBrkaefi,]  He  feems 

united  an  idea  could  not  have  any  here  to  have  copied  Horace,  Sat  I. 

beauty  or  force  here.    Pearce.  V.9. 

.      ;  >-      jt  .   ,.      f         ~-  Jam mx inducer* terris 

cumftance  is  judkioufly  added  to  p 

prepare  the  reader  for  what  hap-         413.    Cherubic  waving  /ires:] 

pens  in  the  next  ^hU  Tbw  watches  were  Cherubic  ww- 
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Incamping,  piac'din  guard  their  watches  round, 

Cherubic  waving  fires:  on  th' other  part 

Satan  with  his  rebellious  difappear'd, 

Far  in  the  dark  diflodg'd }  and  void  of  reft,        415 

His  potentates  to  couneil  call'd  by  night } 

And  in  the  midft  thus  undifmay'd  began. 

O  now  in  danger  try'd,  now  known  in  arms 

Not  to  be  overpow'rd,  Companions  dear,. 

Found  worthy  not  of  liberty  alone,  420 

Too  mean  pretence,  but  what  We  more  affccT:, 

Honor,  dominion,  glory,  and  renown; 

Who  have  fuftain'd  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 

•  (And 

int  tnt  that  is  Cherubim  like  fires  a  falfe  comfort)  that  God  was  nei- 

waviae ;  the  Cherubim  being  de-  ther  fo  powerful  nor  wife  as  he  was 

fcrib'd  by  our  author,  agreeably  to  taken  to  be.     He  was  fore'd I  to 

Scrioture    as  of  a  fiery  fubftance  acknowledge  that  they  had  fuf- 

and  nature.  ft,r'd  fome  ]°{s  and  P8"1'  but  cn* 

^^  "  devors  to  leifen  it  as  much  as  he 

.,.         and  void  *f  reft,       can,  and  attributes  it  not  to  the 

hVtottnMa  to  council  calfd  by  true  caufe,  but  to  their  want  of 
•  tdtbt  •  1  So  Agamemnon,  better  arms  and  armour,  which  he 
the  Grecians  being  defeated  by  therefore  propofes  that  they  mould 
Heftor  calls  a  council  of  the  provide  themfelves  withal,  to  de- 
orinces'and  generals  by  night.  Iliad,  fend  themfelres  and  annoy  their 
jjr  v  enemies, 

418,  Owmtiin  danger  try'd,  &c] 
This  fpeech  of  Satan  is  very  artful.        422.  timer,  damnum,  tlory,  and 
He  flatters  their  pride  and  vanity,  renown  {\  Dr.  Bentley  thinks 

and  avails  himfclf 'of  the  only  that  Milton  gave  it  J»«w  rand  do- 
comfort  that  could  be  drawn  from  minion  &c.  Honor,  glory,  and  re- 
thif  day's  engagement  (tho'it  was   nrm,  (he  fays) are  three  wordsaj 
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(AncJ  i£  one  day,  wfcy  riot  eternal  days?) 
What  Heaven's  Lord  Had  pdtf'rfblleft  fo  fend    425* 
Againft  us  from  about  his  throne,  and  judged 
Sufficient  <tt>  fcbdttd  us  to  his  wilt, 
But  proves  udt'fos  theh  fettibltf,  itfe&ifti 
Of  future  wo  may  dcK«»  hitri*  though  till  now 
OmniftttBt  thought,  Iflft  i$>  lefe  firmly  arm'di    4*30 
Some  difadvantagetfle  ifldur'd  and  pain, 
fill  now  not  known;  but  known  afc  fodri  corftfctan*<l  $ 
Since  iy>w  we  find  this  our  empyreal  foftn 
Incapable  of  momi  iftjuty,  4^ 

ImperHhablfc,.  arid  tHtottgU  piete'd -With  wbund; 
$oon>clofing,  and  by  native  vigor  heaTd, 
Of  evil  then  To  fitaaH  as  «iiy  think 
The  remedy;  perhaps  more  valid  arms, 
Weapons  more  violent,  when  next  we  meet,- 
.May  ferve  to  better  us,  and  Wdrfeoirf  fcesj-       440 

Or 

allied  together,  and  thei'efbtt  Mil-       431.  ■■    1      and  fain* 

ton  would  not  pat  dominion^  of  ano-        Till  now  not  known,  but  known  as 

ther  family,   between  them.     Bat  foon  contemn* d } 

did  not  Milton  mean  by  honor  that        Since  now  we  find  Sec]   So  Mo- 

which  arifes  from  high  titles  ?   if  metheus  in  like  manner  comforts 

he  did,  then  honor  will  not  be  al-  and  confirms  himfelf  againft  Jopi- 

lied  to  glny  and  renown,  which  may  ter's  threats,  wfcfchyl.  Prom.  Vinft. 

be  gain'd  and  enjoy'd  by  a  private  932. 

man,  by  one  who  has  no  honor  and 

titles  to  (how.        Pcarce.  Ti 
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Or  equal  what  between  us  made  Ac  odds, 

In  natupfc  Qoae ::  tf  other  hidden  caufe 

tfift  them  <ttpet!itr>  whjjfc  we  can  preferw 

Unhurt  our  minds,  and  undemanding  found) 

Due  fearch  and  confutation  will  difclofe.  445* 

He  fats  and  in  th'aflembly  next  upftood 
Nifroch,  of  Principalities  the  prime; 
£d  one  he  flood  efcap'd  from  cruel  fightj 
Sore  toil'd,  his  n*ren  arq»  to  havoc  hewn, 
And  cloudy  in  afpedfc  thus, anfw'ring  fpaka         45** 
Deliverer  firootnew  Lords,  leader  to  fitter 
Enjdyment  of  our  right  as  Gods*  yet  bird) 
Eoj:,  Gods,  and  too  unequal  work  wp  find; 
Againft  unequal  arms  to  fight  in  pain, 
Againft  unpain'd,  impaffive;  from  which  evil      45$ 
Ruin  muft  needs  enfue;  for  what  avails 
Valor  or  ftrength,  thoughmatchlefs,  qucll'd  with  pain 

Which 

Ti  /'  *f  poCtHftrr*  <j  &**$*  «   The  Sivcaty  call  him  Mtfcracb  in 
lAopetpwi    Thyer.  Kings,    and    Nafaracb  in  Ifaiah;, 

Jofcphus  calls  Aim  Jrafkes.  He 
447.  Nifroch,]  A  God  of  Ac  muft  have  been  a  principal  idol, 
Aflyrians,  in  whofe  temple  at  Ni-  being  worshipped  by  fo  great  a 
niyeh  Sennacherib  was  kill'd  by  princef  and  at  the  capital  city 
his  two  Tons,  2  Kings  XIX.  37.  Niniveh;  which  may  juftiry  Mil- 
and  Ifaiah  XXXVI 1.  37.  'Tis  not  ton  in  calling  him  of  Principalities 
known  who  this  God  Nifrgcb  was.   tbifrim. 

462.  —  tbt 
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Which  all  fubdues,  and  makes  rcmifs  the  hands 

Of  mightieft?  Senfe  of  pleafure  we  may  well 

Spare  out  of  life  perhaps,  aijd  not  repine*  460 

But  live  conteftt,  which  is  the  calmeft'Kfe: 

But  pain  is  perfeft  mifery,  the  worft 

Of  evils,  and  exceffive,  overturns 

All  patience.     He  tf ho  therefore  can  invent 

With  what  more  forcible  we  may  offend  46$ 

Our  yet  unwounded  enemies,  or  arm 

Oacfelves  with  like  defenfe,  to  me  deferves 

No  lefs  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe. 

Whereto  with  look  compos'd  Satan  reply'd. 
Not  uninvested  that,  which  thou  aright  470 

Believ'ft  fo  main  to  our  fuccefs,  I  bring. 

Which 

462.        —tbintmji  U*verer\  here  lie  ventures  to  fzj 

Of  evils*]   Nifroch  is  made  to  that  Whoever  could  invent  the  new 

talk  agreeably  to  the  fentixnentstrf  engin  of  war  would  be  equal  ta 

Hieronyams   and    thofe    philofo-  him  ia  his  eftimation.    Milton  has 

phers*    who  maintained  that  pain  taken    care    that    this    deliverer 

was   the  greateft  of  evils ;   there  fhould  alfo  have  this  merit,   and 

might   be  a  poffibility  of  living  be  without  a  competitor;  Satan  is 

without  pfeafure,   but  there  was  both  the  one  and  the  other  as  it 

no  living  in  pain.     A  notion  fuit-  follows  immediately.     Richardfon. 

able  enough  to  a  deity  of  the  ef-  472.  Which  of  us  who  beholds  the 

feminate  AiTyrians.  bright  furface 

467.         —  to  me  deferwes  Of  th'rs  ethereous  mold  &c]   Dr. 

No  lefs  than  for  deliverance  what  Bentley,  for  the  fake  of  a  better 

W  owe."]  Nifroch  is  fpeak-  accent,    reads   the  furface  bright ; 

ing ;  he  had  complimented  Satan  but  furface  is  to  be  read  with  the 

(m.  451*)  with  the  title  of  De-  accent  upon  the  laft  fyllable,  and 
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Which  of  us  who  beholds  the  bright  furface 
Of  this  ethereous  mold  whereon  we  ftarid, 
This  continent  of  fpacious  Heav'n,  adorn'd 
With  plant,  fruit,  flow'r  ambrofial,  gems  and  gold; 
Whofe  eye  fo  fuperficially  furveys  476 

Thcfe  things,  as  not  to  mind  from  whence  they  grow 
Deep  under  ground,  materials  dark  and  crude, 
Of  fpiritous  and  fiery  fpume,  till  touch'd 
With  Heaven's  ray,  and  temper'd  they  (hoot  forth 
So  beauteous,  opening  to  the  ambient  light  ?       48  c 
Thefe  in  their  dark  nativity  the  deep 
Shall  yield  us  pregnant  with  infernal  flame; 
Which  into  hollow  engins  long  and  round 
Thick-ramm'd,  at  th*  other  bore  with  touch  of  fire  48  5 

Dilated 

ft*  as  it  is  common!/  pronounced,  Whofe  eye  fo  fuperficially  furveys 

for  Milton  would  hardly  ufe  a  tro-  &V. 
chaic  foot  at  the  end  of  the  verfe. 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  likewife  thisethe-  482.  —  the  deep  ]  It  is  com- 
real  mold;  and  it  is  true  Milton  monly  ufed  for  Helt\  but  here  is 
commonly  ufes  the  word  ethereal,  only  oppos'd  to  furface,  ver.  472- 
but  that  is  no  reafon  why  he  majr  and  is  the  fame  as  deep  under  ground* 
not  fay  likewife  ethereous  which  is  ver.  478.  which  may  likewife  ex- 
nearer  the  Latin  tether cus.  The  plain  the  word  infernal  in  the  next 
conftrudion  of  this  fentence  is,  line.  Not  but  infernal  fame  may 
Which  of  us  who  beholds  Sec  fo  fu-  mean  flame  like  that  of  Hell,  Hell 
perficiaify  furveys  thefe  things :.  but  having  been  frequently  mentioned 
as  the  nominative  cafe  which  of  us  before  by  the  Angels,  and  the  idea, 
is  mentioned  fo  many  lines  before  being  very  well  known, 
the  verb  furveys,  he  throws  in  ano-  484.  Which  into  hollow  &c.  ] 
Cher  nominative  cafe,  Which  that  is  the  materials,  ver, 

473.  Thefy 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


47©  PARADISE  LOSt\     SookVfe 

Dilated  and  infuriate,  fliaH  fend  forth 
From  far  with  thund'ring  noife  among  our  &Wf 
Such  implements  of  mifchief,  as  fhall  dafli 
To  pieces,  and  o'erwhelm  whatever  ftands 
Adrerfe,  that  they  fhall  fear  we  hare  difyrm'd      496 
The  Thund'rer  of  his  only  dreaded  bolt. 
Nor  long  (hall  be  our  labor;  yet  ere  dawn, 
Effe<a  (hall  end  our  with.     Mean  while  ttviv£$ 
Abandon  fear;  to  ftrength  and  counfel  join'd 
Think  nothing  hard,  much  lefs  to  be  defpair'd.     4^ 

He  ended,  and  his  words  their  drooping  dte&r 
Inlighten'd,  and  their  languifli'd  hope  revived. 

Th'iii- 


478.  Tbe/i  ver.  482.  the  deep  (hall 
yield,  which  into  hollow  engins 
ramm'd,  with  touch  of  fire  fhall 
fend  forth  &c.  Hollow  engins,  great 
guns,  the  firft  invention  whereof 
is  very  properly  afcribed  to  the 
author  of  all  evil.  And  Ariofto 
has  defcribed  them  in  the  fame 
manner  in  his  Orlando  Puriofo, 
Cant.  9.  St.  28.  or  24.  of  Harring- 
ton's translation ;  and  attributes  the 
invention  to  the  Devil. 

Un  ferro  bugio,  i£c. 

A  trunk  of  iron   hollow   made 

.    within, 
And  there  he  pots  powder  and 
pellet  in. 

All  clofed  favc  alittle  hole  behind* 


Whereat  no  fooner  taken  is  the 
flame. 

The  bullet  flies  with  fuck  a  ft- 
rious  wind, 

As  tho'  from  clouds  a  boh  of  thun- 
der came : 

And  whatsoever  in  the  way  it  fin* 

It  burns,  it  breaks,  it  tears,  and 
fpoils  the  fame. 

No  doubt  fbme  fiend  of  Hell  or 
devilifh  wight 

Devifed  it  to  do  mankind  a  fpite. 

And  again,  St.  84. 

O  curft  devife  found  out  by  fomd 

foul  fiend 
And  franTd  below  by  Belzebub  ixt 

Hell  &c. 

And 
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Th'  invention  all  admjr'd,  a^d  each,  faowjhc 
TjQ  t*  th'invqfltpr  mift'd  ;  fo  ejify*  it  jecia'4 
Once  found,  which  yet  ftifouftd  moft  W<?uld  Jbay* 
thou^r  500* 

Impqflible ;  ye t  haply  of  jfcy  race 
In  future  days,  if  malice  Should  abound, 
Some  one  intent  on  mifchief,  or  infpir'd 
With  devilifh  machination,  might  devife 
Like  inftrument  to  plague  the  fen*  of  men         50$ 
For  fin,  on  war  and  mutual  daughter  bent 
Forthwith  from  council  to  the  work  they  flewj 
None  arguing  ftood;  innumerable  handa 

Were 

And  Spenfer  has  ti*e  fan*  thought      502.  hfiattrt  dejs—  $em  mu  in- 
Fairy  Queen,  $.  1.  Cant.  7.  St.  13.       "        tent,   &c]    This  fpeaking 

As  when  that  devihm  iron  engin    *  *t   fcirit    of  prophet  add* 
ht  *       great  dignity  to  poetry.    It  is  m 

In  deepelt  Hell,  and  fiam'd  by    *«  *»«  *«*  *«  «*»  ™J«* 
Furies  fkill,  the  imprecation,   Virg.  <«n.  IV. 

With  windy  nitre  and  quick  fui-    6*5- 

phur  fraught,  Exoriare  aliquis  noftris  ax  offibut 

And  ramm'd  with  bullet  round,  ultor  Wr. 

ordain'd  ta  kill  &c.  ,_,.    ,  , 

This,  feer«  very   properly   cornea 

Bat  tho'  the  poets  have  agreed  to  from  the  mouth  of  an  Angel 

attribute  the  invention  to  the  Devil         507.  Forthwith  from  council  t* 

from  a  notion  of  its  being  fo  de-  tb*  nvori  they  flew  ;  Sec.  ] 

ftru&hre  to  mankind,   yet  many  This  and  the  two  following  tines 

authors  have  obferved,  that  fince  ar«  admirably  contriyVl  to.  expreis 

the  ufe  of  artillery  there  has  lefs  the  huiry  of  the  Angels;  and  con- 

(laughter  been  made  in  battels  than  fill  therefore  of  ihort  periods,  with- 

was  before,  when  the  engagements  Out  *hy  partidffi,  to  canned  them. 

irere  clofer  and  laftcd.  longer, 

512,—  fit- 
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Were  ready;  in  a  moment  up  they  turned 

Wide  the  celeftial  foil,  and  faw  beneath  510 

Th*  originals  of  nature  in  their  crude 

Conception  $  fulphurous  and  nitrous  foam 

They  found,  they  mingled,  and  with  fubtle  art, 

Conco&ed  and  aduftod  they  reduc'd 

To 


512.       ■    fulphurous  and  nitrous 
foamkcJ]  Dr.  Bentley  would 
have  us  read  as  follows, 

—  fulphurous  and  nitrous  foam 
They  pound,  they  mnglo,  and  with 

fboty  chark 
Concoded  and  adnfted,  they  r/- 

duct 
To  blackeft  grain,  and  into  Aore 

convey: 
Part  hiddenveins  dig  up. 

To  juftify  this  great  alteration  of 
the  text,  the  Do&or  premifes  one 
poftulatum  (tho*  it  is  properly  two) 
that  Milton  is  here  aefcribing  the 
making  of  gunpowder,  and  that 
he  was  not  ignorant  how  it  was 
made.  Agreed.  Let  us  now  ex- 
amin  the  Do&or's  objections  par- 
ticularly. Sulphurous  and  nitrous 
foam  adufted?  (fays  he)  why  at  the 
leaft  approach  of  heat  they  wiU  fly 
away  in  exhalations.  I  think  that 
this  is  not  true:  tho*  thefe  ingre- 
dients be  heated  to  fome  degree, 
yet  they  will  not  fly  awav  in  ex- 
halations unlefs  fome  fpark  of  fire 
gets  to  them.  But  why  mull  aJb/Ud 
fignify  burnt  or  heated  to  a  great 


degree  ?  If  the  word  will  fignify 
parca'd  or  dry*d  any  way  in  fuck 
a  manner  as  things  commonly  are 
by  fire,  it  will  be  a  very  proper 
expreffion  here:  for  by  being  rr- 
duc'd  to  grain  they  were  cmnSaa\ 
and  by  being  reducd  to  the  blackeft 
grain  they  were  fumoently  aduftod. 
Again,  die  Doctor  obfenres  that 
only  two  materials  are  here  men- 
tioned, and  thefe  without  char- 
coal can  never  make  gunpowder. 
This  is  true;  bat  is  it  neceflkry 
that  a  poet  mould  be  as  exad  as 
a  writer  about  arts  and  fciences  \ 
If  fo,  not  only  Milton  but  Spen- 
fer  muft  be  blam'd,  who  has  done 
the  fame  thing  as  Milton  has  done; 
for  in  his  Fairy  Queen,  Book  i. 
Cant.  7.  St.  13.  describing  a  can- 
non charged  with  gunpowder,  he 
fays, 

With  windy  nitre  and  quick  fuU 
phur  fraught, 

where  it  is  obfervablethathe  takes 
no  notice  of  charcoal,  tho*-  gon- 
powder  can't  be  without  it.  Bat 
what  is  the  Doctor's  word  chark? 
it  is  the  workman's  language,  he 
fays;  if  it  be,  it  js  fpoken  con- 
tra&edly 
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To  blackcft  grain,  and  into  ftore  convey'd: 
P^ut  hidden  veins  digg'd  up  (hor  hath  this  earth 
Entrails  unlike)  of  mineral  and  ftone, 
Whereof  to  found  their  engins  and  their  balls 
Of  miffive  ruin ;  part  incentive  reed 
Provide,  pernicious  with  one  touch  to  fire.  520 

So 


tra&edly  for  charcoal*,  and  is  bat 
a  cant  wor4  fit  only  for  the  powder- 
mill,  not  for  a  poem :  for  charcoal 
is,  in  its  etymology,  what  is  charltd 
or  rather  charid  to  a  coaly  that  is, 
burnt  tho'  not  alba*.  Sooty  coal, 
V.  440.  is  right :  but  when  the 
word  chark,  or  charcoal  at  length, 
is  ufed,  footy  feems  a  AiperHuous 
epithet,  becaufe  it  is  implied  in  the 
word  charred.  In  the  common 
reading  the  Doctor  mines  the  word 
found;  a  neceuary  word,  becaufe 
without  long  founding  the  three  in- 
gredients together,  no  powder  can 
be  made.  But  is  not  the  fenfe  of 
the  word  found  fufficiently  imply'd 
in  reduced  to  grain?  The  words 
found,  mingled,  reducd,  conve/d, 
£ggd>  were  changed  (fays  the 
Do&or)  from  the  prefent  to  the 
perfect  tenfe  :  for  the  prefent  tenfe 
provide  in  ver.  520.  demonltrates 
that  all  the  foregoing  verbs  were 
of  the  fame  manner.  If  there  were 
any  demonftration  to  be  drawn  from 
hence,  one  would  think  rather  that 
it  would  fall  againft  the  prefent 
tenfe  provide.  But  there  is  hardly 
a  page  where  Milton  has  not  run 
from  one  tenfe  to  another,  and 
Vol.  I. 


fometimes  he  has  even  coupled  un- 
like tenfes.        Pearce. 

5 1 6.  Part  hidden  veins  digged  up 

(nor  hath  this  earth 
Entrails  unlike)  of  mineral  and 

fione,']  Dr.Bentley  has  car- 
ried on  the  mark  of  parenthefis  to 
the  end  of  the  verfe  ;  but  it  fhould 
be  plac'd  after  unlike:*  and  the  Jf one 
may  have  been  mentioned  here  as 
what  they  ufed  for  halls.  That 
Hone-bullets  have  been  in  ufe,  fee 
Chambers's  Univ.  Did.  m  Cannon. 
Or  Milton  by  the  word  fione  here 
would  exprefs  more  diftinftly  that 
the  metal,  of  which  they  made 
their  engirt*  and  halls,  was  inclos'd 
in  and  mix'd  with  a  flony  fubfiance 
in  the  mine.  See  Furetiere's  French 
Dictionary  upon  the  word  Mineral. 
Pearce. 
5  20.  —  pernicious  with  one  touch 

to  fire.}  The  incentive  reed 
is  indeed  pernicious  as  the  engins 
and  balls  do  no  mifchief  till  touch'd 
by  that :  but  probably  pernicious  is 
not  to  be  underftood  here  in  the 
common  acceptation,  but  in  the 
fenfe  of  the  Latin  fernix,  quick, 
fpeedy,  &e. 


Q.q 


521'  —  under 
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So  all  ere  day-fpring,  uacjer  confcious  ni^tf, 
Secret  they  finifti'd,  and  in  order  fct, 
With  filent  circumfpeftion  unefpy'd. 

Now  when  fair  morn  orient  in  Heav'fi  #pp«* 'd> 
Up  rofe  the  vi&or  Angels,  an4  to  arms  525 

'  The  matin  troippet  fu«g:  in  arms  they  ftpod 
Of  golden  panoply,  refulgent  hoft, 
Soon  banded  3  others  from  the  dawning  hills 
Look'd  round,   and  fcouts  each  coaft  light-armed 

fcour,  . 
Each  quarter,  to  defcry  the  diftant  foe,  530 

Where 

521.  -, —  under  cenfeious  nigbt,]        C27.  Of  golden  faaotfh  ]    W** 
Ovid.  Met.  %lll.  15.  gpiden  annour  from  head  to  foot 

completely  armM.    Fauopfy*    n«- 

—  quorum  nox  confeia  fola  eft.   votmx,  Greek,  armour  at  all  point*. 

Hume*  Ikon. 

526.  The  trumpet  fung :]    A  claf-        528. others  fkon  the  dmumng 

fical  exprefiion.      So   Virg.   iEn.  bills]   This  epithet  is  ufu- 

V.  113.  ally  apply 'a  to  the  Ugbt,   but  here 

very  poetically  to  die   bills,   the 

Et  tuba  commuTos  medio  camt  ag-  dawn  firft  appearing  over  them, 

gere  ludos.  a%d  they  feemiqg  to  bring  the  rif- 

ing  day ;  as  the  evening  fcur  is  faid 
To  arms  tbe  matin  trumpet  fung  '  So   liktwife  firft  to  appear  on  bis  bitt* 
Taflb  litterally  the  fame,  as  Mr.  top,  VIII.  520. 
Thyer  obferves, 

532.  yak:]  Miltoa  fpefls 

Quando   i  cantar  la  matutina  it  as  the  Italians  do  ulte,  but  we 
trornb^  commonly  write  it  with  an  b  like 

Comincia  a  Panne.  the  Freach  and  Germans. 

Gier.  Lib.  Cant,  u •  St.  1 9. 

533-  — » 
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Where  lodg'i,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight, 
In  motion  or  in  hdt:  him  foon  they  rntt 
Under  fpread  tn&pis  moving  nigh,  in  flow 
But  firm  battalion ;  back  with  fpeedkft  &U 
Zophiel,  of  Cherubim  the  fwifteft  wing,  53$ 

Came  fly'ing,  and  in  mid  air  aloud  thufe  ctfd. 

Arm,  Warriors,  arm  for  fight;  the  foe  at  hand, 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  fave  us  long  purfuit 
This  day;  fear  not  his  flight;  fo  thick  a  cloud 
He  comes,  and  fettled  in  his  face  I  fee  549 

Sad  refolution  and  fecure :  let  each 

Hi* 

533*  "—"•  **Jhw  793«  *na<  clouds  of  foot  in  Paradife 
But  firm  battalion ;]  The  reafon  Kegain'd,  III.  327.  Wc  have  pr- 
of their  being  both  a  flow  and  ditum  equitumqut  nults  in  Livy, 
Jirtn  battalion  is  fuggefted  a  little  Lib.  5.  and  even  nubem  belli  in 
afterwards.  They  were  flow  in  Virgil,  JEn.  X.  809.  and  arme- 
drawing  their  cannon,  and  firm  in  r««r  *a£a»  in  Statkis,  Theb.  IV, 
order  to  conceal  it,  ver.  551.  839. 

S3 5*  Zopbiel,  In  Hebrew  tbejjy        541.  Sad  refalntion  andjecure:'] 
of  God.        Hume.  By  fad  here  is  meant  fower  and 

fallen,  as  trips  in  Latin  and  trifle 

539.    m    —fo  thick  a  cloud  ^     in  Italian  fignify.  Pearce* 

He  comes,  ]  This  metaphor  is 
ufual  in  all  languages,  and  in  al-  Or  poffibly  k  means  no  more  than 
moft  all  authors  to  exprefs  a  great  ferious  or  in  earneft,  a  fenfe  fre- 
multitude.  We  have  it  in  Heb.  quent  in  all  our  old  authors.  And 
XII.  1 .  Seeing  <we  alfo  are  com*  I  remember  a  remarkable  inftanoe 
faffed  about  with  fo  treat  a  cloud  of  of  the  nfe  of  the  word  in  Lord 
ivitnefles  Sec.  We  have  n$Q-  Bacon's  Advice  to  Villiers  Duke  of 
*r«£V  in  Homer,  Iliad.  IV.  z±y :  Buckingham;  "  But  if  it  were 
mmbus  feditum  in  Virgil,  JEn.  VII.    "  an  embafly  of  weight,  concero- 

Q^q  a.  :*  ing 
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His  adamantin  coat  gird  well,  and  each 
Fit  well  his  helm,  gripe  faft  his  orbed  fhield, 
Borne  cv'n  or  high;  for  this  day  will  pour  down, 
If  I  conjedure  ought,  no  drizlingJthower,  545* 

But  rattling  ftorm  of  arrows  barb'd  with  fire* 

So  warn'd  he  them  aware  themfelves,  and  foon 
In>  order,  quit  of  all  impediment; 
Inftant  without  difturb  they  took  alarm, 
And  onward  move  imbatterd :  when  behold       550 
Not  diftant  far  with  heavy  pace  the  foe 
Approaching  grofs  and  huge,  in  hollow  cube 
Training  his  devilifh  enginry,  impaPd 
On  every  fide  with  ihadowing  fquadrons  deep, 
To  hide  the  fraud.  At  interview  both  flood         555 

A 

«•  ing  affairs  of  (late,  choice  was  541.                 —  let  each 

"  made  of  fome  fad  perfon   of  His  adamant* '*  coat  gird well,  and 

"  known  judgment,   wifdom  and  each 

•«  experience,  and  not  of  a  young  Fit  well  bis  helm,  gripe  frfi  hit 

"  man,  not  weighed  in  ftate  mat-  orbed Jbield^  This  is  plainly 

«•  ters  &c:"  if  fad  there  be  not  copied  from  Agamemnon's  direc- 

falfe  printed  for  ftaid  or  fage.    So  tions  in  Homer,  Iliad.  1J.  382. 

it  is  ofed  in  Spenfer   for  fobcr, 

grave,  fedate.    Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Ey  //§y  rtc  JSpt/    $*£a&*,    fv 

pant.  2.  St.  14.  <F  *<mif&  £«£■»  &c. 

r 

A  fober  fad,  and  comely  cour-     His  fharpen'd  fpear  let  every  Grc- 
teous  dame,  cian  wield, 

And  every  Grecian  fix  his  brazen 
and  in  other  jlacf*  Ihield,  c3V.        Pope. 

546.  —  barb'd 
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A  while;  but  fuddcnly  at  head  appeared 
Satan,  and  thus  was  heard  commanding  loud. 

Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  front  unfold; 
That  all  may  fee  who  hate  us,  how  we  feek 
Peace  and  compofure,  and  with  open  bread        560 
Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Our  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverfc; 
Rit  that  I  doubt;  however  witnefs  Heaven, 
Hcav'n  witnefs  thou  anon,  while  we  difcharge 
Freely  our  part;  ye  who  appointed  iland,  565 

Do  as  you  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud  that  all  may  hear. 

So  fcoffing  in  ambiguous  words,  he  fcarce 
Had  ended;  when  to  right  and  left  the  front 

Divided, 

.  546.         fr     barb" J  tvitb  fire.  ]    note  on  vcr.  399.  Pearce. 

Bearded,  headed  with  fire.  Of  the  I  knew  one  who  ufed  to  think  it 
French  barb*  and  the  Latin  barba  fhould  be  hollow  tube:  to  which  it 
a  beard.        Hum*  may  be  objected  that  enginry,  ma- 

chin*,  are  the  hollow  tubes  or  guns 
548.——  quit  of all  impediment;]    themfelves.         Jortin. 
The  carriages  and  baggage  of  an 

army  were  call'd  in  Latin  impedi-         553.    Training']    Drawing    in 
mtnta :  and  the  good  Angels  are    train,  from  the  term,  train  of  ar- 
faid  to  be  quit  of  all  impediment  in    tillery. 
opposition  to  the  others  incumbered 

with  their  heavy  artillery.'  568.  So  fcofjing  in  ambiguous  nvcrds, 

&c]  We  cannot  pretend  entirely 

££2.  ~— -  in  hollow  cube']    Dr.    to  juflify  this  funning  fcene:    but 

Bendey  read*  fquarc,  but  fee  my    we  mould  confidcr  that  there  is 

•  Qjl  i  very 
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Divided,  and  to  either  flank  retir'd :  570 

Which  to  out  eyes  difeovcf 'd>  new  and  ftrange, 

A  triple  mounted  row  of  pillars  laid 

On  wheek  (for  like  to  pillars  moft  they  fcan'd, 

Or  hollow'd  bodies  made  of  oak  or  &v  574 

With  branches  lopt>  in  wood  or  mountain  feH'd!) 

Brafs,  iron,  fto&y  mold,  had  not  their  mouths 

Witk 

Very  little  of  this  kind  otf  wk  any  in  the  16th  bode  of  the  Bi^i. 
where  in  the  poem  but  in  this  iEneas  throws  a  fpear  atMeriones; 
place,  and  in  this  we  may  fuppofe  and:  he  artfully  avoiding  k,  Man* 
Milton  to  have  facrifie'd  to  the  jefts  upon  his.  dancing,  the  Cretans 
tafte  of  his  times,  when  funs  were  (the  countrymen  of  Meriones)  be- 
better  relifh'd  than  they  are  at  ing  famous  dancers.  A  little  af- 
frefent  in  the  learned  world ;  and  terwards  in  the  feme  book,  Patro* 
know  not  whether  we  are  not  clus  kills  Hector's  charioteer,  who 
grown  too  delicate  and  faftidlous  falls  headlong  from  the  chariot, 
in  this  particular.  It  is  certain  upon  which  Patroclus  mfults  hint' 
the  Ancients  pra&ic'd  them  more  for  feveral  lines  together  upon  his 
both  in  their  converfation  and  in  flcill  in  Jiving,  and  fays  that  if  he 
their  writings ;  and  Ariftotle  re-  was  at  fea,  he  might  catch  excel- 
commends  them  in  his  book  of  lent  oifters.  Milton's  jefts  cannot 
Rhetoric,  and  likewife  Cicero  in  be  lower  and  more  Jririal  than 
his  treatife  of  Oratory ;  and  if  we  thefe ;  but  if  he  is  liktf  Homer  in 
fhould  condemn  them  abfolutely*  his  fkuks>  let  it  be  l-q&ember'd 
we  muft  condemn-  half  of  die  good  that  he  is  like  him  in  his  beauties- 
fayings  of  the  greateft  wits  of  too.  And  Mr.  Thyer  farther  ob- 
Greece  and  Rome. .  They  are  lefs*  ferves,  that  Milton  is  the  lefs  to 
proper  indeed  in  ferious  works,  be  blam'd  for  this  punning  fees*, 
and  not  at  all  becoming  the  ma-  when  one  confiders  the  charac- 
jefty  of  an  epic  poem ;  but  our  ters  of  the  fpeakers,  fuch  kind 
author  feems  to  have  been  betray'd  of  intuiting  wit  being  mod:  pe- 
into  this  excefs  in  great  meafure  culiar  to  proud  contemptuous  Spi- 
by  his  love  and  admiration  of  Ho-  rits. 
mer.      For    this  account  of  the 

Angels  jefttng  and  infalting   one        574.    Or  hollow? d  bmBet  ftc.  ] 
another  is  not  unlike  fome  paflages  We  muft  carefully  prefcrw  the  pa* 

renthefu 
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Wkh  hidcoos  orifice  gap'd  on  us  wide, 

Portending  hollow  truce:  at  each  behind 

A  8eraph  flood,  and  in  his  hand  a  reed 

Stood  waving  tipt  with  fire;  while  we  fufpehfc  580 

Collected  flood  wkhin  oar  thoughts  avMs% 

Not  long,  for  fudden  all  at  o&ce  their  reeds 

Put  forth,  and  to  a  narrow  vent  apply'd 

With 


renthefis  here,  *9  K^lton  hkrffelf 
has  put  it.  The  conftrudion  then 
will  be,  Which  to  our  eyes  difco- 
verd  a  trifle  row  of  pillars  laid 
en  wheels,  .of  brafs,  iron,  ftony  mold 
or  fubftance,  bad  not  their  mouths 
ptfd  wide,  and  fhow'd  that  they 
were  not  pillars ;  the  intermediate 
words  containing  a  reafon  why 
he  call'd  them  pillars  (for  like  to 
pilars  moft  they  feemd  or  hollow? d 
bodies  &c.)  being  included  in  a  pa- 
.  renthefis. 

576,  Brafs,  iron,  fiony  mold,  ] 
JWc&hcre  fignifics  fubftance  as  in 
ft.  355.  but  Dr.  Bentley  by  read- 
ing caft  in  mold  changes  the  fenfe 
of  it  to  one  of  z  very  different 
nature.  By  this  emendation  [he 
lays)  he  hm  rid  the  poem  of  Bone 
camion:  But  fuch  cannon  have  Seen 
heard  of  elfewhere,  and  are  now 
to  be  feen  (I  think)  at  Delf  nr 
Holland.  Whether  they  ever  were, 
or  could  have  been  ufed  in  war, 
may  be  queftion'd  :  but  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Milton  by  feeing  fuch 
Joxi  cannon  in  foreign  countries, 


was  led  to  mention  them  here  as 
part  of  Satan's  artillery.  Pearce. 
We  read  before  that  thefe  Angeis 
diggd  up  veins  of  mineral  and  fione§ 
ver.  517.  and  that  may  account 
for  the  brafst  iron,  fiony  fubftance 
here. 

5 7 8.  Portending  bellow  truce:] 
Here  Raphael  himfelf  cannot  help 
continuing  the  pun. 

580.  Stood  waving]  This  muft 
certainly  be  an  error  of  the  prefs* 
occafion'd  by  food  in  the  line  be- 
fore or  in  the  line  following;  but 
then  it  is  a  wonder  that  Mikon  did 
not  correct  it  in  his  fecond  edition. 
Dr.  Bentley  reads 

—  and  in  his  hand  a  reed 
Held  waving  tipt  with  fire ; 

and  we  mould  fubftitute  fome  fuch 
word  as  this,  as  it  makes  better 
fenfe,  as  well  as  avoids  the  repeti* 
Hon  of  flood  three  times  f©  near 
together. 


Q_q  4 
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With  niccft  touch.   Immediate  in  a  flame,  584 

But  foon  obfcur'd  with  fmoke,  all  Heav'n  appear'd, 
From  thofc  deep  throated  engins  belch'd,    whole 

roar 
Imbowel'd  with  outrageous  noife  the  air, 
And  all  her  entrails  tore,  difgorging  foul 
Their  devilifh  glut,  chain'd  thunderbolts  and  hail 
Of  iron  globes  5  which  on  the  vidtor  hoft  590 

LevcPd,  with  fuch  impetuous  fury  fmote, 
That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  their  feet  might  ftand, 
Though  ftanding  clie  as  rocks,  but  down  they  fell 
By  thoufands,  Angel  on  Arch- Angel  rolPd;        594 
The  fooner  for  their  arms;  unarm'd  they  might 

Have 

586.  — —  deep  throated  engins  ]    all  her  entrails.     So  in  VO%   740, 
So    Shakefpear   in   Othello,   Act   7/lu 
III. 

That  from  thy)xA  obedience  could 
And  oh,  you  mortal  engins,  whofe  revolt, 

rude  throats  Whom  to  obey  &c. 

Th'  immortal  Jove's  dread  clamors 

counterfeit.  Thy  for  of  thee;  and  to  this  fenie 

the  word  whom  refers.  This  is  com- 
586.  ■         whofe  roar       mon  in  Milton's  poem.  Pearce. 

Iwbowetd  with   outrageous  noife 

the  airy  The  moft  natural  and  obvious  con- 

An'd  all  her  entrails  tore,]     The    ftru&ion  is,    whofe  roar  imbowttd 

conftru&ioa  feems  to  be,  The  roar   or    fill'd    the  air  with  outrageous 

of  which  (engins)  imhwetd  with   noife;    but   to  this   it  is  objected, 

outrageous  noife   tore   the   air    and  that  it  is  as  much  as  to  fay  that 

the 
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Have  eafily  as  Spirits  evaded  fwift 

By  quick  contraction  or  remove;  bat  now 

Foul  diffipation  follow'd  and  forc'd  rout;  ,  ' 

Nor  ferv'd  it  to  relax  their  ferried  files* 

What  fhould  they  do?  if  on  they  rufh'd,  repulfe 

Repeated,  and  indecent  overthrow  60 1 

Doubled,  would  render  them  y«  more  dcfpis'd, 

And  to  their  foes  a  laughter;  for  in  view 

Stood  rank'd  of  Seraphim  another  row, 

In  pofture  to  diiplode  their  fecond  tire  605 

Of  thunder :  back  defeated  to  return 

They  worfe  abhorr'd.    Satan  beheld  their  plight, 

And  to  his  mates  thus  in  derifion  call'd. 

O 

the  roar  filTd  the  air  with  roar.  A  ay  of  Hell  hounds  never  ceaf- 

Neither  do  I  fee  how  the  matter  ing  bark'd, 

is  much  mended  by  faying  that 

die  roar  of  the  cannon  imbowel'd  we  have  *  cry  of  He//  hounds  for 

with  roar  tore  the  air  &c.    The  the  Hell  hounds   themfelves,   fo 

cannon  I  think  cannot  themfelves  here  we  have  the  roetr  of  the  can* 

be  properly  faid  to  be  imboweFd  non  for  the  cannon  themfelves;  and 

with  noife,   tho'  they  might  im-  the  r«or  of  cannon  may  as  properly 

bowel  with  noife  the  air.    I  would  be  faid  to  imbowel  the  air  nvitb  out* 

therefore  endevor  to  juftify  this  by  rageons   noife*    as   a   cry  of  Hell 

other  fimilar  parages.    It  is  ufoal  hounds  to  lark. 

with  the  poets  to  put  the  property 

of  a  thing  for  the  thing  ittelf:  and  ^  599.  —  ferried  files.]  The  Ita- 

as  in  that  vcrfe,  II.  654.  (where  lian  word  ferrato,  ciofe,  compact 

fee  the  note)               "  fbyer. 

620.  7# 
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O  Friends,  why  cone  no*  on  thefe  viftors  pfotfd  ? 
Ere  while  they  fiette  were  coming  *  and  whea  we, 
To  entertain  them  bit  trfch  open  from  61  i 

And  breaft  (what  coold  we  more?)  jJtopofcflded 

terms 
Of  compofition,  ftrak  they  changed  their  oiiikte, 
Flew  off,  aad  into  ftrang«  vagariei  fell, 
As  they  would  dance*  yet  for  a  dance  they  fdem'd 
Somewhat  extravagant  and  wild,  perhaps  616 

Jfoe  joy  of  offered  peace:  but  I  fbppofe, 
If  our  propofals  once  agate  we^re  heard, 
We;  (hould  compel  them  to  a  quick  f  efuk. 

TowhomihwBtflidteKkegaraefoift^rtioodL  6*6 
Leader,  the  terms  we  fent  were  terms  of  weight, 
Of  hard  contents,  and  full  of  force  urg'd  home*. 
Such  as  we  might  perceive  amas'd  them  all, 
And  fhimWed  many;  who  receives-  them  right, 
Had  need  from  head  to  foot  well  afiderftatod;     625 
Not  wndef  ftood,  tiro  gift  they  have  befidtes, 

They 

620.  To  wham  thus  Belial]  Who-  priety  of  making  Beliat  reply  to 
ever  remembers  tfie  charade*  of  Satan  opon  this  occasion  and  in  this 
Belial  hr  ttte  ftrff  aikf  feconcf  furtive  manner,  rather  than  Bed- 
book?,  and  Mr.  Addifon's  remarks  %ehubf  or  Moloch,  or  any  of  dflf 
upon  it,  will   eafily  fee  the. pro-   evil  Angels. 

635.  Ay* 
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They  (how  ut  when  oof  foes  walk,  not  upright  • 

So  they  among  tbemfetves  in  pleafant  veto 
Stood  fcoffing,  higttfen'din  their  thought*  beyetttf 
All  doubt  of  vidtory;  eternal  might  630 

To  match  with  their  inventions  they  preftim'd 
80  cafy',  and  of  his  thunder  made  a  fcorn, 
And  all  his  hoft  derided,  while  fhey  flood 
A  while  in  trouble :  but  they  flood  not  long; 
Rage  prompted  them  at  ltfrgth,.  and  found  theme 
arms  635: 

Againft  foch  helMfh  mifchief  fit  to*  oppofe. 
Forthwith  (behold  the  excellence,  the  power, 
Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  Angels  plac'd) 
Their  arms  away  they  threw,  and  to  the  hill* 
(For  Earth  hath  this  variety  from  Heaven  64c* 

Of  pleafure  fituate  in  hill  and  dale): 
Light  as  the  lightning  glimpfe  they  ras,  they  flew  j. 
From  their  foundatioas  loofhing  to  aad  fro 
They  pluck'd  the  feated  hills  with  alT  their  load* 

Rocks* 

635.  Ra&  —  f<m*Athmamr*\   There  n  mofluBg^m  tne  firfl  an* 

Fiiroi  armamrimftmiw  laftday't  engagement  whidk  doe* 

Virg.  Ma.  9.  P50.    not  appear  natural;  and!  agreeable 

enough  to  the  idfea*  nroft  readers. 

643.  torn  tbmffemdutim  **  J  wowfi  ttftcoro*  of  * Jigfcr bftweea 


two 
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Rocks,  waters,  woods,  and  by  the  (haggy  tops    645 
Up-lifting  bore  them  in  their  hands :  Amaze, 
Be  fare,  and  terror  feis'd  the  rebel  hoft, 

When 


two  armies  of  Angels.  The  fe- 
cond  day's  engagement  is  apt  to 
ftartle  an  imagination  which  has 
not  been  raifed  and  qualify'd  for 
fuch  a  defcription,  by  the  reading 
of  the  ancient  poets,  and  of  Ho- 
mer in  particular.  It  was  certainly 
a  very  bold  thought  in  our  au- 
thor, to  afcribe  the  firft  ufe  of 
artillery  to  the  rebel  Angels.  But 
as  fuch  a  pernicious  invention 
may  be  well  fuppos'd  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  men  authors,  to  it 
entered  very  properly  into  the 
thoughts  of  that  being,  who  is 
all  along  defcribed  as  afpiring  to 
the  majeiry  of  his  Maker.  Such 
engins  were  the  only  inftraments 
he  could  have  made  ufe  of  to 
imitate  thofe  thunders,  that  in  all 
poetry,  both  facred  and.  profane, 
are  reprefented  as  the  arms  of 
the  Almighty.  The  tearing  up 
the  hills  was  not  altogether  to 
daring  a  thought  as  the  former. 
We  are  in  fome  meafure  pre- 
pared for  fuch  an  incident  by  the 
defcripuon  of  the  giants  war, 
which  we  meet  with  among  the 
ancient  poets.  What  flill  made 
this  circumitance  the  more  proper 
for  the  poet's  ufe  is  the  opinion 
of  many  learned  men,  that  the 
fable  of  the  giants  war,  which 
makes  fo  great  a  noife  in  anti- 
quity, and  gave  birth  to  the  fub- 


limelj  defcription  in  Hefiod's  works 
was  an  allegory  founded  upon  this 
very  tradition  of  a  fight  between 
the  good  and  the  bad  Angels.  It 
may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to 
coofider  with  what  judgment  Mil- 
ton in  this  narration  has  avoided 
every  thing  that  is  mean  and.  tri- 
vial in  the  defcriptions  of  the  La* 
tin  and  Greek  poets;  and  at  the 
fame  time  improved  every  great 
hint  which  he  met  with  in  their 
works  upon  this  fubjeft.  Homer 
in  that  pafiage,  which  Longinus 
has  celebrated  for  its  fublimends, 
and  which  Virgil  and  Ovid  have 
copy'd  after  him,  tells  us  that  the 
giants  threw  Ofla  upon  Olympus, 
and  Peiion  upon  Ofla.  He  adds 
an  epithet  to  Peiion  {eitartpuAXor) 
which  very  much  fwells  the  idea, 
by  bringing  up  to  the  reader's  ima- 
gination all  the  woods  that  grew 
upon  it.  There  is  further  a  great 
beauty  in  tingling  out  by  name 
thefe  three  remarkable  mountains, 
fo  well  known  to  the  Greeks. 
This  laft  is  fuch  a  beauty,  as 
the  fcene  of  Milton's  war  could 
not  pollibly  furriifli  him  with. 
Claudian,  in  his  fragment  upon 
the  giants  war,  has  given  full 
fcope  to  that  wildnefs  of  imagi- 
nation which  was  natural  to  him. 
He  tells  us  that  the  giants  tore 
up  whole  ilands  by  the  roots,  and 
tjirew 
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When  coming  towards  them  fo  dread  they  faw 
The  bottom  of  the  mountains  upward  turn'd; 
Till  on  thofe  curfed  engins  triple-row  650 

They 


threw  them  at  the  Gods.  He 
describes  one  of  them  in  particu- 
lar taking  up  Lemnos  in  his  arms, 
and  whirling  it  to  the  Ikies,  with 
all  Vulcan's  fliop  in  the  midft  of 
it.  Another  tears  up  mount  Ida, 
with  the  river  Enipeus,  which  ran 
down  the  fides  of  it;  but  the 
poet,  not  content  to  defciibe  him 
with  this  mountain  upon  his  fhoul- 
ders,  tells  us  that  the  river  flow'd 
down  his  back,  as  he  held  it  up 
in  that  pofture.  It  is  vifible  to 
every  judicious  reader,  that  fuch 
ideas  favor  more  of  burlefque, 
than  of  the  fublime.  They  pro- 
ceed from  a  wantonnefs  of  ima- 
gination, and  rather  divert  the 
mind  than  aftoniOi  it.  Milton  has 
taken  every  thing  that  is  fublime 
in  thefe  feverat  paflages,  and  com- 
pofes  out  of  them  the  following 
great  image; 

From  their  foundations  loofning 

to  and  fro 
They  pluck'd  the  feated  hills  with 

all  their  load, 
Rocks,   waters,   woods,   and  by 

the  fhaagy  tops 
Uplifting   hore    them    in    their 

hands:  — — 

We  have  the  full  raajefty  of  Ho- 
mer in  this  (hort  defcription,  im- 
proved by  the  imagination  of  Qlau- 


dian,  without  its  puerilities.  I 
need  not  point  out  the  defcription 
of  the  fallen  Angels  feeing  the 
promontories  hanging  over  their 
heads  in  fuch  a  dreadful  manner*, 
with  the  other  numberlefc  bean-, 
ties  in  this  book,  which  are  fo 
confpkuous,  that  they  cannot 
efcape  the  notice  of  the  moll  or- 
dinary reader.  There  are  indeed 
fo  many  wonderful  ftrokes  of  poetry 
in  this  book,  and  fuch  a  variety 
of  fublime  ideas,  that  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  to  have  given 
them  a  place  within  the  bounds 
of  this  paper.  Befides  that  I  frnd 
it  in  a  great  meafure  done  to  my 
hand  at  the  end  of  my  Lord 
Rofcommon's  Effay  on  tranflated 
poetry.  I  {hall  refer  my  reader 
thither  for  fome  of  the  mafter- 
ftrokes  in  the  fixth  book  of  Pa- 
radife  Loft,  tho*  at  the  fame  time 
there  are  many  others,  which  that 
noble  author  has  not  taken  noiice 
of.     Add: f on. 

648.  When  coming  towards  them 
fo  dread  they  Jaw]  Does  not 
this  verfe  exprefs  the  very  motion 
of  the  mountains,  and  is  not 
there  the  fame  kind  of  beauty 
in  the  numbers,  that  the  poet  re- 
commends in  his  excellent  Effay  on 
Criucifm? 

When 
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They  few  them  wheUn'd,  and  all  their  confidence 
Under  the  weight  of  naquntoine  buried  deep; 
Themfelves  invaded  next,  and  on  their  heads 
Mam  promontories  flung,  which  in  the  air  654 

Came  fliadowing,  and  opprefs'd  whole  legions  arm'd . 
Their  tarmour  help'd  their  harm,    crufh'd  in  and 

bruts'd 
Into  their  fubftance  pent,  which  wrought  them  pain 
Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan, 
Long  ftrugling  underneath,  ere  they  could  wind 

Out 

When  Ajax  ftrives  feme  rock's  burned   on   by  the  fire   of   his 
vaft  weight  to  throw,  Mufe,  as  to  forget  the  main  end 

The  line  too  labors,  and  the  words  of  all  good  writing,   the  recom- 
mowe  flow.  mtndatkm  of  virtue  and  religion. 

I  oyer » 

656.    Their  armour  htlfd  their       66*.  The  reft  in  imitation  &c.  ] 

farm,}  Somewhat  like  that  The  reft  of  the  Satanic  hoft  that 

in  Spenfer,    Fairy  Queen,   B.  i.   were    not    overwhelmed    by    the 

Cant.  1 1.  St.  27.  mountains,  in  imitation  of  the  good 

Angels,  fcfr. 
That  erft  him  goodly  arm'd,  now 

moft  of  allium  harm'd.  666.  The*  under  ground  they  fiugbt 

in  dtfrnal  Jbade  (\  It  was  a 
661.  ■  now  grofi  by  finning  memorable  ferfng  of  one  of  the 
grown.]  What  a  fine  moral  Spartans  at  Thermopylae,  who  be- 
does  Milton  here  inculcate,  and  ing  told  that  the  multitude  of  Per* 
indeed  quite  thro'  this  book,  by  fian  arrows  would  obfeure  the 
{bowing  that  all  the  weaknefe  and  fun,  why  then  fays  he  we  (haH 
pain  of  the  rebel  Angels  was  the  fight  in  the  (hade.  I  fuppofe  that 
natural  confequence  of  their  fin-  Scatius  alluded  to  this  ftory  in  the 
ning!  And  I  believe  one  may  following  bold  lines.  ThebaM. 
obferve  in  general  of  our  Author,  VIII.  41  z. 
that   he   is  fcarcely  ever  fo  far 

Ex- 
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Out  of  fuch  pri^n,  though  Spi'rits  of  pweft  light, 

Pureft  at  firft,  now  grofs  by  finning  pawn.     .  661 

The  reft  in  imitation  to  like  arms 

Betook  then*,  awl  the  neighfe'riog  bills  uptpffij 

So  hills  amid  the  air  emupBafc}?  ?<J  hills 

Hurf'd  to  and  fro  with  jactitation  dire,  665 

That  under  ground  they  foiefet  w  diimal  {hjufe; 

Infernal  noife;  war  feem'd  a  civil  game 

To  this  uproars  horrid  confufion  heap'd 

Upon  confufion  rofe :  and  now  all  Heaven 

Had 

Exclufere  diem  tclis,  font  faro*  Hosier's  battels,  that  they  rift  in 

cselo  horror  one  above  another  to  the 

Nubila,  nee  jaculis  ar&atus  funV  end  of  the  Iliad.    The  fame  may 

cicaer.  be  faid  of  Milton's   battels.     In 

the  firft  day's  engagement,  when 

But  what  was  a  (hade  of  arrows  they  fought  under  a  cope  of  fire 

to  a  (hade  of  mountains  hnrl'd  to  with  bowing  arrows,  it  was  kid 
and  fro,  and  encountring  in  mid 

air !     This  was  infernal  notft  in-  ■   ■      all  Heaven 

deed,  and  making  almoft  a  Hell  Refounded,  and  had  Earth  been 

of  Heaven.    Such  was  the  uproar  then,  all  Earth 

in  Hell,  II.  539.  Had  tt>  her  center  /book. 

Others  with  vaft  Typhotan  rage  But  now,  when  they  fought  with 
more  fell  mountains  and  promontories,  it  11 
Rend  up  both  rocH*  and  hills,  and  faid  All  Heaven  bad  gone  to  <wrack9 
ride  the  air  had  not  the  almighty  Father  inter- 
In  whirlwind;  Hell  fcarce  holds  pos'd,   and  fent  forth  his  Son  in 
the  wild  uproar.  the  fulnefs  of  the  divine  glory  and 

majefty  to  expel  the  rebel  Angels 

669.        —  and  now  all  Heaven  out  of  Heaven.     Homer's  Iliad, 

H*a\g<me  to  wrack* ]  It  is  re-  VIII.  1 30. 
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Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  rain  overipread;  670 

Had  not  th'  almighty  Father,  where  he  fits 

Shrin'd  in  his  fandhiary  of  Heav'n  fecure, 

Confulting  on  the  fum  of  things,  forefcen 

This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advis'd : 

That  his  great  purpofe  he  might  fo  fulfil,  675 

To  honor  his  anointed  Son  aveng'd 

Upon  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 

All  pow'r  on  him  transferred:  whence  to  his  Son 

Th'  afleflbr  of  his  throne  he  thus  began. 

Effulgence  of  my  glory,  Son  belov'd,  680 

Son  in  whofe  face  invifible  is  beheld 
Vifibly,  what  by  deity  I  am, 

And 

E  0*  *t  K9tyQm  w9  xoj  afjjh   So  the  Son  is  called  in  fome  of 
X*Vtt  *ty*  ymf\**  the  Fathers,   «apt/f  ©-  ©*«,  dei 

E/  fxn  &?  o£u  vow*  nrarnp  a*-    afleflbr. 
/f»F  7%  $%**  ti. 

681.  Son  in  vohofe  face  invifibU  is 

674. advis'd:  ]    Is  here  a  beheld 

participle  adverbial,  and  very  ele-        Vifibly*  <wbat  by  deity  1 am,]    So 

gant ;  it  means  advifedly,  defign-    the  firft  editions  have  pointed  the 

edlyj  the  fame  with  the  Latin  con-    fentence;  and  the  conftru&ion  and 

fulto  or  prudent,  as  in  Horace,  Od.    fenfe  of  it  is  this;  Son  in  whofe 

I.  III.  2 1 .  face  what  is  invifible  is  beheld  vi- 

_  fl>h>  v«.  what  1  am  by  deity. 

Nequicquam  Deus  abfcidit  Pearce. 

Prudent  Oceano  diflbciabili  Invifible  here  is  a  neuter  adjective 

Terras.  Ricbardfon.         ufcd  for  a  fubflamive,  and  it  is  in 

allufion  to  thefe  texts,  Rom.  I.  20. 
679.  Wajfejforofhis  throne]  So    The  invifible  things  of  God  are  charfy 

fit** 
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And  in  whole  hand  what  by  decree  I  do, 
Second  Otanipotehce,  tWo  days  are  paft, 
Two  days,  as  We  compote  the  days  of  Heaven,     6ff£ 
Since  Mkhael  and  hts-PoWrs  went  forth  to  tame 
Thefe  difobedient :  fote  ha<h!  Deen  Aeir  fi^itr, 
As  likelieft  wasf,  when  VWty  fiieh  foes  met  arm'd  j 
For  to  fhemfelv6«  1  left  mem,  and  thoti  know'ft, 
Equal  irf  their  creation  they  were  form'd,  6g& 

Saye  what  fin  bsfth  kftpa&*d,  which  yd?  hath?  Wrought 
Inferifibty,  fof  I  fof^end  their  doom; 
Whence  in  permeate*  figfeft  they  n£eds  nwrffe  felt 
Endlefs,  and  no  MitiGn  Witt  be  found : 
War  wearied  htfth  pfirfor'M'd  what  War  can  do,  695 

Andf 

fterf,  and  Col.  i.  i£.   fb£  iritagt  of  deed*  withiri  tile  compafs'of*  Aw' 
rtfe  itrvifiblt  God.  ond  book  we  hate  a41  did  variety 

of  battels  that  can  wetl  be  con- 
691.  —  which  yet  bath  <wnmgbt  celv'd.  We  bate  a  finale  coin7* 
Infinfibfy,']  This  word  doth  not  bat,  and  a  general  engagement, 
feem  well  to  conM  with  that  al-  The  firft  day's  fight  is  with  darts 
teVation,  which  the  Angel  had  juft  and  fwords,  in  imitation  of  the 
before  faid  that  fin  had  wrought  in  Ancients ;  the  fecond  day's  light  it 
the  fairn  Angels,  vbyer.    with  artillery,  in  [imitation  of  the 

The  feme  difficulty  duck  with  me  Moderns ;  but  the  images  in  both 
at  firft;  but,  I  fuppofe,  the  author  are  raifed  propomonably  to  the 
meant  that  the  manner  in  which  fuperior  nature  of  the  hdfigs  here 
fin  wrought  was  inftnftble,  not  the  defcrib'd.  And  when  the  poet 
effects.  has  briefly  comprisM  all  that  hai 

any  foundation  in  fa<£\  and  reality , 
695.  War wearied 'bath  performed   he  has  re co uric  to  the  n£Uons  of 
what  war  can  do,]  And  id-    the  poets  ^n  their  defciipuons  of, 
Vol.  I.  Rr  ti^ 
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And  to  difordcr'd  rage  let  bofc  the  reins, 
With  mountains  as  with  weapons  arm'd,  which  makes 
Wild  work  in  Heav'n,  and  dangcVous  to  the  main. 
Two  days  are  therefore  paft,  the  third  is  thine; 
For  thee  I  have  ordain *d  it,  and  thus  far  700 

Have  fuffer'd,  that  the  glory  may  be  thine 
•Of  ending  this  great  war,  fince  none  but  Thou 
Can  end  it.    Into  thee  fuch  virtue*  and  grace 
Immenfe  I  have  transfuskl,  that  all  may  know 
In  Heav'n  and  Hell  thy  pow'r  above  compare ;     705 
And  this  perverfe  commotion  governed  thus, 
To  manifeft  thee  worthieft  to  be  Heir 
Of  all  things,  to  be  Hear  and  to  be  King 
By  iacred  un&ion,  thy  deferved  right. 
Go  then  thou  Mightieft  in  thy  Father's  might,   710 
Afcend  my  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 
That  (hake  Heav'n's  bafis,  bring  forth  all  my  war, 

My 

the  giants  war  with  the  Gods.  And  710.  G#  then  thou  Migb/Ufi  &c.] 
when  <war  bath  thus  ftrforn?  d  what  The  following  liries  in  that  glo- 
wer can  do,  he  rifes  ftill  higher,  rious  commiffion,  which  is  given 
and  the  Son  of  God  is  fent  forth  the  Meiliah  to  extirpate  the  hofl 
In  the  majefty  of  the  almighty  Fa-  of  rebel  Angels,  are  drawn  from 
Cher,  agreeably  to  Scripture;  fo  a  fublime  paiTage  in  the  Pfalms. 
fnuch  doth  the  fublimity  of  holy  The  reader  will  eaiily  difcorer 
Writ  tranfcend  all  that  is  true,  many  other  Jtrokee  of  the  kmena- 
mod  all  that  if  feign'd  in  ucfcrip-   tore.  JMfimm 

ftSom 
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My  bow  and  thunder,  my  almighty  arms 
Gird  on,  and  fword  upon  thy  puiflant  thigh; 
Purfue  thefc  fons  of  darknefs,  drive  them  out    715 
From  all  Heav'n's  bounds  into  the  utter  deep : 
There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  them,  to  defpife 

God  and  Mefliah  his  anointed  king. 

He  faid,  and  oh  his  Son  with  rays  direift 

Shone  full;  he  all  his  Father  full  exptefs'd  726 

Ineffably  into  his  face  receiv'd; 

And  thus  the  filial  Godhead  anfw'ring  fpake. 
O  Father,  O  Supreme  of  heav'nly  Thrones, 

Firft,  Higheft,  Holieft,  Beft,  thou  always  feek'ft 

To  glorify  thy  Son,  I  always  thee,  725 

As  is  moft  juft;  this  I  my  glory'  account, 

My  exaltation,  and  my  whole  delight, 

That  thou  in  me  well  pleas'd,  declar'ft  thy  will 

FulfilPd,  which  to  fulfil  is  all  my  blifs. 

Scepter 

•fhePfalm  here  meant  is  the  XL  Vth,  bcimprov'd  by  reading  and  point* 

ver*  3.  &  4.     Gird  thy  fword  upon  ing  the  whole  pafiage  thus, 
tht  thigh,  O  moft  mighty,  with  thy 

glory  and  thy  majefty:  and  in  thy  ma-  —  bring  forth  all  my  war, 

jefty  ride  projperoujly  be.  My  bow  and  thunder,    my  aU 

and  fword  upon  thy  pu-       a    mighty  arms 
thigh;"]  A  great  man 
me,  that  the  fentence 
falls  in  this  place,  and  that  it  may 


714.   and  fword  upon  thy  pu-  ""*""/  """' 

iffant  thigh;]  A  great  man      And  gird  my  fword  upon  thy  pu- 
obferved  to  me,  that  the  fentence  iffant  thigh. 


R  r  2  732.  Thou 
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Scepter  and  pow'r,  thy  ghring,  Iaflutfii,  7J6 

And  gladlier  (hall  refign,  vrfrert  in  the  end 
Thou  (hah  be  all  in  all,  and  I  in  the* 
For  ever,  and  in  me  all  whom  thou  lofv'ftj 
But  wherti  thou  hat'ft,  I  hate,  and  can  put  on 
Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  thy  mildflds  oh,  735 

Image  of  thee  in  all  things  >  and  fhall  foon, 
Arm'd  with  thy  might,  rid  Heav'n  of  thefe  rebell'd, 
To  their  prepar'd  ill  manfion  driven  dt>wn, 
To  chains  of  darknefs,  and  «h'  undying  Worm, 
That  from  thy  juft  obedience  could  rtvolt,  740 

Whom 

,  732.  Thoujhalt  be  all  in  all,  &c]  they  all  may  te  one,  as  them  father 

We  may  ftill  obferve  that  Milton  art  in  me,  and  I  ist  thee,  that  they 

generally  makes  the  divine  Perioni  aljh  may  he  one  ik  at.  ver *  %  i .  /  m 

talk  in  the  ftile  and  language  of  them*  and  thou  in  me>  that  they  may 

Scripture.     This  parage  is  manl-  be  made  perfiM  in  one,  and  that  the 

feftly  taken  from    i   Cor.  XV.  24  world  may  know  that  thou  haft  loved 

and  28.    Then  Cometh  the  end  ivkeh  them9  as  thou  haft  htoed  me.  veT.  25. 

he  Jball  have  delivered  up  the  king-  And  when  it  is  added 
dom  to  God:    And  when  all  things 

Jball  be  fubdued  unto  him,  then  Jball  But  whom  thou  hat'ft,  I  hate, 
the  Son  alfo  him/elf  be  fubjeft  unto 

him  that  put  all  things  under  him,  is    not    this    an    allufion    to   PfiJ. 

that  God  may  be  all  in  all.     And  GXXXIX.  21.  Do  not  1  hate  them, 

immediately  afterwards  when  it  is  O  Lord,  that  hate  thte,  Sec  I   And 

laid  there  are  feveral  other  inftancet, 

— *—  I  in  thee  which  the  pibt*s  reader  Witi  perhaps 

For  ever,  and  in  mc  all  whom  be  better  pleased  to  recoiled  hiin-  . 

thou  lov'ft :  felf,   than  to  have  them  pointed 

.     .  out  td  him. 
this  is  plainly  in  allufion  to  feveral 

expreflions   in  John  XVII.    That       jtf.^ridReav'noftbsftrebett'd,] 

Of 
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Whom  to  obey  is  happinefs  entire. 

Then  (hall  thy  Saints  unmi?'d,  and  from  th9  impure 

Far  feparate,  circling  thy  hjoly  mount 

Unfeigned  Halleluiahs  to  thee  fing, 

Hymns  of  high  praife,  ^nd  I  among  them  chief.    745 

§0  faid,  he  o'er  his  fcepter  bowiog,  rofe 
From  the  right  hand  of  glory  where  he  fa*; 
And  the  thir4  facred  mom  began  to  ihine, 
Xkwning  through  Heiv'n :  forth  rufh'd  with  whirl- 
wind found 
The  chariot  of  paternal  Deity,  750 

Flaftiing 

.Of  tbefe  rshrillou*,  of  theft  who  religiw  grandeur,  which  throws 
fewe  rebell'd  *  t  remarkable  ex-  the  advantage  on  the  fide  of  the 
jprcflipD,  Englifh  poet.        Tbye*. 

746.  So  faid,  be  o'er  bis  fcepter        749.  -r?  forth  rufltd  with  <wl?irl* 
hvmwg*  rtfi  &c.]   The  de-  wind  found  fcc] |  Mijtpn  has 

scrfption  of  me  lAemah's  going  out  raifed  his  defcript^oa  in  thjs  bgofc 

againft  the  rebel  Angels  is  a  fcene  with    many  images  taken  out  of 

of  the  fame  fort  with  Hefiod's  Ju-  the    poetical  parts   of   Scripture. 

fiW  againft  the  Titans.     They  The  MeJTiab's  chariot  is  formed 

a#e  botbof  them  the  naoft  ua-  upon  a  vifion  of  Ezekiel,  wjbo,  as 

doubted  instances  of  die  true  fob-  Grotius  obferves,    feas  very  ranch 

iimf ;  but  which  has  exceeded  it  is  in   him  of  Homer's  fpirit  in  the 

yery  difficult  to  determm.    There  poetical  parts  of  his  prophecy. 
is,  I  think,  a  greater  profufion  of  Addifin. 

r^yyi  images  in  that  of  the  lat-  .  .  . 

Uti  but  then  the  fupeiior  charac-  The  whole  defcription  indeed  »s 

ter  of  a  Chriflian  Meffiah,  which  drawn  almoft  word  for  woid  from 

Milton  has   with  great  judgment  Ezekiel,  as  the  reader  wiU  fee  by 

and  mtgefty  Supported  in  this  oart  comparing  them  together, 
of  his  work,  gives  a  certain  air  of  . 

R  r  3       1  —  forth 
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Flashing  thick  flames,  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn, 
Itfelf  inftindt  with  Spirit,  but  convoy'd 
By  four  Cherubic  fhapes*  four  faces  each 
Had  wondrous;  as  with  ftars  their  bodies  all 
And  wings  were  fet  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wheels 
Of  beril,  and  carreering  fires  between;  756 

Over  their  heads  a  cryftal  firmament, 
Whereon  a  faphir  throne,  inlaid  with  pure 

Amber, 

—  forth  rufli'd  with  whirlwind  — -  four  faces  each 

found  Had  wondrous;  as  with  ftars  their 

The  chariot  of  paternal  Deity,  bodies  all 

J  Flaihing  thick  flames,  And  wings  were  fet  with  eyes,  with 

eyes  the  wheels 
And  I  looked,  and  behold,  a  whirl- 
wind came  out  of  the  north,  a  great    And  every  one  bad  four  faces.  I.  6. 
-eloud,  and  a  fire  infolding  itfelf  I.  4.    And   their    whole  bod},    and  their 
Or  perhaps  the  author  here  drew    wings,  and  the  wheels  were  full  of 
J  fa  i  ah  likewife  to  his  affiftance,  Ha.    eyes  roundabout.  X.  12. 
LX  VI.  1 5.   For  behold  the  Lord  will 

tome  with  fire,  and  with  bis  chariots  ——the  wheels 

like  a  whirlwind.  Of  beril,  and  carreering  fires  be- 

tween ; 
—  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn, 
Itfelf  inftinft  with  Spirit,  but  con-   The  beril  is  a  precious  ftone  of  a 
voy'd  fea-green  color,  and  carreering  fats 

3y  four  Cherubic  fliapes;  are  lightnings  darting  out  by  fits, 

a  metaphor  taken  from  the  run- 
Alfo  out  of  the  midfi  thereof  came  the  ningin  tilts;  The  appearance  of  the 
Hkenefs  of  four  living  creatures,  and  wheels  and  their  work  was  like  unto 
their  appearance  was  as  it  were  a  the  color  of  a  beril ;  and  the  fire  woe 
wheel  in  the  middle  of  a  wheel  \  and  brtebt,  and  out  of  the  fire  went  forth 
when  the  living  creatures  went,  the  lightning.  I.  16,  1 3. 
wheels  went  by  them,  for  the  Jpirit 

of  the  living  creature  was  in  the     Over  their  heads  a  cryftal  firm*. 
wtyelu  I.  s,  16,  19,  20,  fnent? 

WJicreoii 
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Amber,  and  colors  of  the  ffaow'ry  arch. 

He  in  cdeftial  panoply  all  arm'd  760 

Of  radiant  Urim,  work  divinely  wrought, 

Afcendedj  at  his  right  hand  vidlory 

Sat  eagle- wing'd}  befide  him  hung  his  bow 

And  quiver  with  three-bolted  thunder  ftor'd, 

And  from  about  him  fierce  effufion  roll'd  765 

Of  fmoke  and  bickering  flame  and  fparkles  dire: 

•   .  :  Attended 

Whereon  a  faphir  throne,  inlaid  Aaron's    breaftplate;    what  they 

with  pure  were  critics  and  commentators  are 

Amber,  and  colors  of  the  fhow'ry  by  no  means  agreed ;  but  the  word 

arch.  Urim  fignifies  light  and  Tbummim 

perfcfiion;    and  therefore   Milton 

And  the  likene/s  of  the  firmament  up~  very  properly  gives  the  epithet  of 

en  the  heads  of  the  living  creatures  radiant  to  Urim,      It  is  moft  pro- 

;wz$  as  the  color' of  the  terrible  cry-  bable  that  Urim  and  Tbummim  were 

al,  ftr etched  forth  over  their  beads  only   names  given  to  fignify    the 

Above :  And  above  the  firmament  that  cleamefs  and  certainty  of  the  di- 

njuas  over  their  beads  vjas  the  like-  vine  anfwers,  which  were  obtain'd 

nefs  of  a  throne9  as  the  appearance  by  the  high-prieft  confulting  God 

of  a  faphir  ftone :  And  I  favu  as  the  with  his  breait- plate  on,  in  contra- 

ialor  of  amber,  as  the  appearance  of  diftinclion  to  the  obfcure,  enigma- 

the  Iovj  that  is  in  the  cloud  in  the  deal,  uncertain  and  imperfect  an- 

dayof  rain,  I.  22,  26,  27,  28.  fwers  of  the  Heathen  oracles. 

760.  He  in  cchfiial  pancplj  all  765.  And  from  about  him  fierce 
arm'd  effufion  rclTd 

Of  radiant  Urim,"]  All  arm'd  in  Of  fmoke  and  bickering  flame  and 
complete  heavenly  armour  of  ra-  Jparkles  dire :  ]    A  furious 

diant  light.  Ccle/lial  panoply  is  in  tempeft  pouring  forth  fmoke  and 
allufton  to  St.  Paul's  expreffion,  fighting  flame  round  about  him. 
Eph.  VI.  11.  Put  on  thepanoply,  Bickering,  fighting  and  thence  de- 
tffi  whole  armour  of  Qjd.  The  word  flroying,  of  the  Welfh  Bicre  a 
was  ufed  before,  ver.  527.  Urim  combat  There  votnt  up  a  fmoke 
and  Tbummim  were  fomething  in    out  of  bis  noflrils,   and  fire  out  of 

Krj  hh 
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Attended  with  ten  thow&fld  ^q^aAd  Saints, 

He  pnward  came,  far  off  his  coating  (hone; 

And  twenty  ihau&ad  (I  thtk  Awiher  beard) 

Chariots  of  God,  half  x>n  sach  hand  were  f«e»:  77$ 

He  on  the  wings  of  Ghomb  rode  fubliaw 

On  the  qryftallia  iky,  in  iaphir  thread, 

IJluftrious  far  and  wide,  hut  by  b#  owj> 

Firft  fcen  j  them  unexpected  joy  Jwprktfj 

When  the  great  enfign  of  Mefliah  blaz'd  775 

4Mt  by  Angels  borne,  his  fign  in  Heaven; 

Under  whofe  conduct  Michael  foQp  reduc'4 

His  army,  circurjifas'd  on  either  wing,    . 

Under  their  Head  imbadied  all  in  one. 

Before  him  pow'r  divine  his  way  prepar'dj  789 

&t  his  command  th'  uprooted  hills  retired 

Each  to  his  place  j  th$y  heard  his  vpice,  and  weijt 

Ob* 

his  moutbJewntred.  Pfal.  3f VIII.  8.  And  twenty  thoofimd   (I  their 

A  fire  /ball  devour  before  bint,   and  number  beard) 

it  Jball  be   very   tempeftuous  round  Chariots  of  God, 
ahout  him.    P6L  L.  3. 

Hume.  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thou* 

fond.  Pf*!.  LXVIII.  17.    /w 

767.  Attended  with  ten  thoufand  the  number  of  them.  Rev.  VII.  4. 

thoufand  Saints,  Let  it  be  remarked  how  much  of 

He  onward  came%  &c.]  Jude  14.  his  fublimity,  even  in  the  fublimeft 

Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thou-  part  of  his  works,  Milton  owes  to 

/<*$&  of  Yu  $#****  Scripture. 
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Obfequiqus*  IJeay'n  1ms  wopfctf  ftce  renew'^l, 

And  with'frefli  flow'rpts  JiiH  an4  yalfcy  faU'tf. 

This  few  his  Jiapjcfc  foes  but  flood  ob4»r?4»        785 

And  to  rebellious  figl>t  rafted  tjieif  Powers 

Infenfate,  fcope  conceiving  from  delpair. 

In  heav'nly  Spi'rits  could  foph  perverfenefc  dwell? 

JJuf  to  convince  tl^e  proud  what  figns  avail, 

Or  wonders  move  th'obdurafe  to  relent?  79* 

They  harden'4  more  by  wfc*  PWgbj  mop  reclame, 

Grieving  *>  i^P  hjs  glory,  a*  &e  4ght 

Took  envy  j  an4  Mpinng  to  W»  kigfoh, 

tyood  reimbattel'4  force,  by  fpr-ce  or  frau4 

Weening  to  prpfper,  and  ft  length  preyail         .yo£ 

Agatnft  Gpd  and  Meffiah,  P*  to  fall 

In  universal  ruin  laftj  and  now 

1"p  find  battel  drew,  difdaining  flight, 

Or 

7g7. fete  fonctiviHgfhm        788-  *  *■£*  ^if*** 

<<#<»>.  ]  "imiutpd    From  ftr«*rf*ufi  Jwtflt  ) 

Vhgl.  —JJ-astimt  iaiam  ccskiglnu  iwe  i 

Una&lBsviftisntdkmfpcmeft-  Vug.^k.  .si. 

lutem.        *n.il.3S4.  *  «,*„>/ «*^,  J   So 
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Or  faint  retreat;  when  the  great  Son  of  God 

To  all  his  hoft  on  cither  hand  thus  /pake.  800 

Stand  ftill  in  bright  array,  ye  Saints,  here  Hand 
Ye  Angels  arm'd,  this  day  from  battel  reft; 
Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 
Accepted,  fearlefs  in  his  righteous  caufe, 
And  as  ye^have  received,  fo  have  ye  done  805 

Invincibly  \  but  of  this  curfed  crew 
The  punifhment  to  other  hand  belongs; 
Vengeance  is  his,  or  whofe  he  fole  appoints ; 
Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordain'd 
Nor  multitude  j  Hand  only  and  behold  810 

God's  indignation  on  thefe  Godlefs  pour'd 
By  me;  not  you  but  me  they  have  defpis'd, 
Yet  envied ;  againft  me  is  all  their  i*age, 

Be- 

would  not  be  better  to  read  In  uni-        826.  And  full  of  wrath  bent  an 
merfalrmn  loft*  when  I  fottn4  Xt  So  bis  admits.]  Dr.  Bentley  is 

in  Dr.  Bentley's  edition,  but  with-  for    reje&ing  this  vtrfe  as  mean 

out  any  note  upon  it,  or  any  thing  and  fuperfluous.     I  fuppofe  he  uij- 

rb  diflingmfli  die  alteration,  as  u  derftood  it  thus,  And  full  of  wrath 

it  had  been  fo  printed  in  all  the  bent  his  coarjfc,  went  on  bis  enemies  ; 

former  editions.  this  is  faid  afterwards,   ver.  831. 

808.    Vengeance  is  his,  or  whofe  He  on  bis  impious  foei  right  onward 

be  Joie  appoints ;  ]  To  me  be-  drove,  &c.     But  it  may  be  under-  • 

lengetb   vengeance    and    recompenfe.  flood  thus,    He  changd  bis  counts- 

Deut,  XXXII.    35.     Vengeance    is  nance  into  terror,    and  bent   it  {q  . 

mine,  I  will  repay  it*  faith  the  fard:  changed  and  full  of  wrath  upon  hit 

Horn.  XII,  19.  enemies-,  and  I  cannot  fee  how  this  * 

is 
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Becaufc  the  Father,  t'  whom  in  Heav'n  fupreme 
Kingdom  and  pow'r  and  glory  appertains,  81^ 

Hath  honor'd  me  according  to  his  will. 
Therefore  to  me  their  doom  he  hath  affign'd; 
That  they  may  have  their  wifh,  to  try  with  me 
In  battel  which  the  ftronger  proves,  they  all, 
Or  I  alone  againft  them,  fince  by  ftrength      .    820 
They  meafure  all,  of  other  excellence 
Not  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels; 
Nor  other  ftrife  with  them  do  I  vouchfafe. 
So  fpakp  the  Son,  and  into  terror  chang'd 
IJiscount'nance  too  fevere  to  be  beheld,  825 

And  full  of  wrath  bent  qn  his  enepiies. 
At  once  the  Four  fpread  out  their  ftarry  wings 
With  dreadful  fhade  contiguous,  rod  the  orbs 

Of 

is  cither  mean  er  fuperfluous.   0%     With  dreadful  (hade  contiguous, 
rather  bent  may  be  a  participle  in 

this  conftru&ion — hit  count tnance  too  Their  wing?  join'd  together  made 
/were  to  be  beheld,  and  bent  full  of  a  dreadful  fhade ;  and  Ezekiel  fays, 
wrath  on  bis  enemies.  Their  wings  <mer$  joined  one  to  asm-. 

827.  At  once  the  Four  &c]  Whe*    '*»"•  I.  9- 
ever  he  mentipns  the  four  Cheru- 

bim  and  the  Mefliah's  chariot,  he  ■        and  the  orbs 

ftill  copies  from  Ezekiel's  viiion.  Of  his  fierce  chariot  rolfd,  as  with 

£t  once  the  Four  fprcad  outtheir  the  found 

£any  wings  Of 
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Of  &?  &rcp  charjot  f pU'd,  W  with  the  found 
Qf  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  numerous  holt.  830 

He  on  his  impious  foes  right  onward  drove, 
Gloomy  as  nights  under  his  burning  wheels* 
The  ftedfa#  empyrean  (Ifepok  throughout, 
All  but  the  thfonp  jtfetf  of  God.    Full  foon 
Among  them  he  arriv'd,  in  his  right  hand        835 
Grafping  ten  thouiand  thunders,  which  he  feat 
Before  him,  fu$h  as  in  their  fouls  infijc'd 
Plagues;  they  aftonifh'd  all  refiftanee  loft, 
All  course  j  dojwi  tktv  idle  weapons  dropt» 

O'er 

Of  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  nume-    And  again,  Odyff.  XT.  605. 
roufbpft. 

— —  o/'  apiary  pukIs  to/tax. 
And  when  the  Hvpfg  amtares  we$t, 

the  wheels  went  by  them;  and  when     Gloomy  as  night  beflands.  Broome. 
they  went  I  heard  the  noife  of  their 

wings,  like  the  noife  of  great  waters,        *£3-    *"**  ftedfafi  emfyrean  Jhooi 
as th nmfe tf  an bft.  I.  19^ 24.  tkrottgboutrl    The  f$ars  of 

Heaven  tremble,  and  *r*  aflonijk  d 
832.   Gloomy  as  night;}    Fron(l   at  his  rep-oof.  Job  ^XVL  u. 
Homer,    Iliad.  XII.  462.    where  Hume. 

die  tranflator  makes  ufe  of  Milton'i 

words.  m       $  j8f  plagues ;]  The  paufe  refHng 

fo  upon  the  firft  fvllable  of  die  verte 
—J  /*  <tp'  f j&ppf  fduhyLQ-  Eifl^p,  m^kes  this  word  very  emphatrcal. 
Nuxff'  £09  ATetKAv\&r'itjrvpria.     The  reader  may  fee  beauties  of  the 

fame  kind  in  IV.  350.  and  the  note 
Now  ruining  in,  the  furious  xhicf  there. 

appears, 
-pjoomy  as  night !       Pope*  •— —  others  on  the  grafe 

foudi'd 
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O'er  fhiekfo  iad  hdttw  and  hdmed  beads  he  rocte  84c* 

Of  Thrones  and  mighty  fetephim  pfoftfate, 

That  Wifh'd  the  mountain  fioW  liright  be  igain 

Thtown  on  them  as  a  fhelter  from  his  ire. 

Nor  lefs  on  either  fide  tempeftuous  fell 

Mis  arrows,  from  the  fotrffold-vifag'd  Four  84^ 

Diftinft  with  eyes,  and  from  the  living  wheels 

Diftiflft  alike  with  multitude  of  eyes* 

die  Spirn  in  them  rul'd,  and  every  eye 

Glar'd  lightning,  and  fhot  forth  pernicious  firfe 

Among  th'  ac&irs'd,  that  withet'd  all  their  fttertgth, 

And 

Coueh'd,  andnowfilTd  with  pa-     Wbofc  carcafes  on  ground  were 
fture  gazing  fist,  horribly  proftrate. 

g4i.  Of  Thrones  and  mighty  $/-  And  B.  3.  Cant.  12.  St,  39. 
raphim  proftrate,  ]    Milton 

commonly  pronounces  this  word,  Before  fair  Britomart  (he  fell  pro-. 

as  we  do,  with  the  accent  upon  the  ftrate. 
firft  fyllable.     See  I.  280.  X.  1087. 

1099.   But  here  the  accent  is  upon  *42*   ?&**  nuT/Vi  the  mountains 

the  laft  fyllable,  and  fo  Fairfax  ales  "*Uj  might  he  again  Sec.']  So> . 

it  in  his  translation  of  TaiTo,Cant.  1 .  ***▼«  VI.  1 6.  They  /did  to  the  maun- 

St.  83.  tains  %  Fail  on  m,  and  hide  us  from 

F°ltrate-  ed  with  mountains*     See  vet,  65  j. 

Arid  Sf>ehfef,  I  think,  commonly   What  was  fo  ecrrible  before*  they 
pronounces  it  in  this  manner,  Fairy  %  wiffi'd  ds  djhdttr  ntfw, 
Queen.  B.  2.  Cant.  8.  St.  $4. 

*Si;  ret 
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And  of  their  wonted  vigor  left  them  drain'd,         8$  i 

Exhaufted,  fpiritlefs,  affli&ed,  £ill*n. 

Yet  hjilf  his  ftrength  he  put  not  forth,  but  check'd 

His 


$53.  Yet  half  Insfirength  be  put 
not  forth,  &c]  There  is  no 
<jaeftion  but  Milton  had  heated  his 
imagination  with  the  fight  of  the 
Gods  in  Homer,  before  he  enter'd 
upon  this  engagement  of  the  An- 
gels. Homer  there  gives  as  a  fcene 
of  men,  heroes,  and  Gods,  mix'd 
together  in  battel.    Mars  animates 
the  contending  armies,  and  lifts  up 
his  voice  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it 
is  heard  diftin&ly  amidft  all   the 
wonts  and  confufion  of  the  fight. 
Jupiter  at  the  fame  time  thunders 
over  their  heads;  while  Neptune 
raifes    fuch    a    tempeft,    that  the 
whole  field  of  battel,  and  all  the 
t6ps  of  the  mountains  (hake  about 
diem.      The  poet  tells   us,    that 
Pluto  himfelf,    whofe   habitation 
was  in   the  very   center  of  the 
earth,    was    fo  affrighted   at   the 
ihock,   that  he    leap  d    from  his 
throne.      Homer  afterwards    de- 
fcribes  Vulcan  as  pouring  down  a 
florm  of  fire  upon  the  river  Xan- 
thus,  and  Minerva  as  throwing  a 
rock  at  Mars;  who,  he  tells  us, 
cover'd  feven  acres  in  his  fall.  As 
Homer   has   introduced  into   his 
battel  of  the  Gods  every   thing 
that  is  great  and  terrible  in  na- 
ture,  Milton   has   filled  his  fight 
of  good  and  bad  Angels  with  all 
the  like  circumilances  of  horror. 
The  fhouts  of  armies,  the  rattling 


of*  brazen  chariots,  the  hurling  of 
rocks  and  mountains,  the  earth* 
quake,  the  fire,  the  thunder,  are 
all  of  them  employ'd  to  lift  up 
the  reader's  imagination,  and  give 
him  a  fuitable  idea  of  fo  great 
an  action.  With  what  art  has  the 
poct-reprefented  the  whole  body  of 
the  earth  trembling,  even  before  it 
was  created! 

All  Heav'n  refounded,   and  had 

Earth  been  then, 
All  Earth  had  to  her  center  (hook. 

In  how  fublime  and  juft  a  manner 
does  he  afterwards  defcribe  the 
whole  Heaven,  making  under  the 
wheels  of  the  Meffiah's  chariot, 
with  diat  exception  to  the  throne 
of  God  f 

—  Under  his  burning  wheels 
•  The    ftedfaft  empyrean    fhook 

throughout, 
All  but  the  throne  itfelf  of  God. 

Notwithftanding  the  Meffiah  ap- 
pears clothed  with  fo  much  ter- 
ror and  majefty,  the  poet  has  ftiU 
found  means  to  make  his  readers 
conceive  an  idea  of  him,  beyond 
what  he  himfclf  was  able  to  de-. 
fcribe* 

Y* 
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His  thunder  in  mid  volyj  for  he  meant 

Not  to  deftroy,  but  root  them  out  of  Heaven: 

The  overthrown  he  rais'd,  and  as  a  herd 


\ 


855 
Of 


Vet  half  his  ftrength  he  put  not 

forth,  but  chcck'd 
His  thunder  in  mid  voly;  for  he 

meant 
Not  to  deftroy,  but  root  them  out 

of  Heaven. 

In  a  word,  Milton's  genius,  which 
was    fo  great    in    itfelf,    and   fo 
ftrengthend   by  all  the   heirs  of 
learning,    appears   in    this    book 
every   way  equal   to  his  fubject, 
which  was  the  moil  fublime  that 
could  enter  into  the  thoughts  of  a 
poet.     As  he  knew  all  the  arts  of 
affecting   the    mind,   he  knew  it 
was   necefTary  to  give  it  certain 
retting  places,    and  opportunities 
of  recovering  itfelf  from  time  to 
time  :  he  has  therefore  with  great 
addrefsinterfperfedfeveral  fpeeches, 
reflections,  fimilitades,  and  the  like 
reliefs  to  diverfify  his  narration, 
and  eafe  the  attention  of  the  reader, 
that  he  might  come  frelh  to  his 
great  action,  and  by  fuch  a  contrail 
of  ideas  have  a  more  lively  tafte  of 
the  nobler  parts  of  his  defcri  prion. 
Addifim. 
Ktt  half  bisflrtnpb  be  put  not  forth, 
&c.  This  fine  thought  is  fomewhat 
like  that  of  the  Pfalmift,  LXXVIII. 
38.  But  be  being  full  of  compaffion, 
forgave  tbeir  iniquity,  and  deftroy ed 
tbem  not;  yea9  many  a  time  turntd  be  \ 
kit  anger  away,  and  djd  not  ftir  up 


all  bis  watb.  And  it  greatly  ex- 
ceeds Hefiod,  who  makes  Jupiter 
upoa  a  like  occafion  exert  all  his 
ftrength.  Hef.  Theqg.  6S7. 

CW  a f  nt  Ziv*  i£t?  *•?  ^%pQ  • 

a KK<t  vv  rtsyt 
E/flrtp  /air  /#/§©•  4rMir7o  fymf, 

w^ti  mxeajt 
*eun  0  *r. 

856.  ;  and  as  a  herd 

Of  goats  &c]  It  may  feem  fbange 
that  our  author  amidft  fo  many* 
fublime  images  fhould  intermix  fo 
low  a  comparifon  as  this.  But  it 
is  the  practice  of  Homer;  and  we 
have  tame  remarkable  inftances  in 
the  fecond  book  of  the  Iliad,  where 
in  a  pompous  defcriprion  of  the 
Grecians  going  forth  to  battel, 
and  amidft  the  glare  of  feveral 
noble  fimilitudes,  they  are  com* 
par'd  for  their  number  to  fies  about 
a  Jbepberfs  cottage,  ixjben  tbe  milk 
moiftens  tbe  fails ;  and  after  he  hat 
compared  Agamemnon  to  Jove,  and 
Mars,  and  Neptune,  he  compares 
him  again  to  a  bull.  But  we  may 
obferve  to  the  advantage  of  our 
author,  that  this  low  fimile  is  not 
apply'd,  as  Homer's  are,  to  the 
perfons  he  meant  to  honor,  but  to 
the  contrary  party j  and  the  lower 
tbe  comparifon,  the  more  it  ex. 
preiTes  their  defeat.    And  there  it 

.    At 
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Of  goats  ot  tiffto«*$ridfcl*  tOg«fct#  flfrdhgM 
Dr dvc  them  before  M»  thafider-ilruck,  purfocd 
With  terrors*  and  with  fortes  to  the  bournes 
Arid  cryftal  wall  of  Heav'n,  which  opening  wide, 
Roll'd  inward,  and  a  fpacious  gap  difdos'd  86  f 

Into  the  vtefteful  deep>  the  monftrous  figlit 
Struck  thefll  tvith  horrof  backward,  but  far  wof fe 
Urg'd  thttfl  behind  j  headlong  themfelves  they  thfew 

Down 


the  greater  propriety  irt  tJie  fimili- 
tude  of  goats  particularly,  becaufe 
our  Saviour  rejrfefents  the  wicked 
titider  the  fame  mratee,  as  the  go6d 
fit  cb3l\&  the /beep.  Mat.  XXV.  33. 
And  be  jbaUfiit  tbi  /beep  on  bts  tight 
h*nd>  but  the  Mats  on  the  left.  Pot 
*Mch  reaftm  Dr.  Pearte  H  of  0pi- 
rlbn  that  by  a  timottius  flotk  are  itdt 
Aeftnt  meep  but  deer,  that  epithet 
Ifemg  as  it  were  Appropriated  by 
the  pofetd  to4  that  animal.     Virgil 
his  tittiJi  dam*  hvrce^  at  leaf*.  Or 
tfcfc?  author  (as  Rr.  Bentfey  and 
Dr.  HeyKit  rmagiri)  might  have 
fakt  ric*  ot  but  d  timorous  flotk ; 
Ad  as  a  btrd  of  goats   af  timorous 
Jktk.    But  he  Wduld  hardly  have 
driFd  tie  fame  a  b&d  of  goats,  and 
the*  a^f  immediately  afterwards, 
atod  neither  would  he  have  ufe£ 
the  ejepreflfcm  of  timorous  tok  for 
tf  fcerti  of  deer  in  cdntr&hftm&iotf 
t©  a  herd  of  goats,  tho*  it  is  a  proper 
tihrafe  for  meep,  which  feem  plain- 
ly to  be  meant  by  it.     Ana  it  w 
probable  that  in  the  highth  and 
ifciy  of  his  description  he  did  not 


attetfd  to  fter  minutelie*  of  tha* 
figurative  t&lmCtion  between*  gdati 
arid  meep,  however  beautiful  fc 
may  be  irt  its'  proper  plate* :  6r  if 
he  had  &c6g&d  it,  be  woufif  iave 

avoided  At  Jtmoigulty  Of"  fucft  4 
word  as  flock,  wftfcn  feems  impro- 
per either  to  goats'  dr  deer. 

859.  With  tertor*  and  with  finite 
to  the  holds']  Job  VI.  4.  f J* 
terrors  of  God  do  fit  tbemfehes  em 
array  agatnjt  mo:  and  tn*/*ry  of  the 
Lord  is  a  comiuofe  expreffion  is 
Scripture  Ka*  LI.  aa  Tikj  **># 
£^  /£/>#  ^  f&r  Z*ri.  And  Vir- 
gil frequently  vks/vri<e  for  feeh 
frights  and  dtfturbances  of  oris*!  at 
drive  perfont  te*  madneft.  Se* 
Gcorg.  HI.  511.  jEn.  I.  41.  IV. 
%f6>  474.  Ac.  And  fo  die  vfcwd 
feems  to  be  ufdd  here. 

86  ; .  •*-=*  ttttndt  <tordtl 

Buffi*  dfiet  them  to  the  hoitomkfi 

/frY.J  The  uncommon  mea- 

fure  of  this  vetfe,  with  only  one 

Iambic  foot  in  it,  and  that  the  fair* 

is  admirably  contrived  to  exprefs  the 

idea. 
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Pown  from  the  verge  of  Heav'n;  eternal  wrjuh  865 
Burnt  after  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit. 

Hell  .heard  th*  unfufFerable  noife,  Hell  law 
Jfeav'n  ruining  from  Heav'n,  and  would  have  lied 
Affrighted  j  but  ftritt  fdtt  had  gaft  too  deep 
Her  dark  foundations,  and  too  faft  had  bound.      87a 
Nine  days  they  fell;  confounded  Chaos  roar'd, 
And  felt  tenfold  confusion. in  their  fall 

Through 


idea.  Tht  beauty  of  it  arifes 
chiefly  from  the  Pyrrichias  in  the 
third,  and  the  Trochee  in  the  fourth 
Place, 

Burnt  after  them  to  the  bottom- 
Icfspit; 

and  change  them  into  Iambics, 
which  fome  perhaps  would  think 
fetter,  and  it  will  lofe  its  efreft; 

£urnt  after  them  t§  Hull's  tre- 
mendous pic. 

Milton  himfelf  was  fo  fenfible  of 
this  beauty,  that  he  repeats  it  m 
Paradife  Regained,  I.  360. 

.        but  was  driven 
With  them  from  blifs  to  the  bot- 
tomlefs deep. 

868.  Heffvn  raining  from  Hun?*,] 
Rmning  is  here  ufed  as  a  deponent; 
it  is  a  beautiful  way  of  fpeaking, 
and  very  expreffive  of  the  idea;  it 
is  founded  on  the  notion  of  the 
Latin  ruina  from  rue.  And  Milton 
here  follow'd  the  fenfe  of  the  Ita- 
lian word  rwinarc  or  ruinart,  which 

You. 1. 


in  the  di&ionary  Delia  Crufca  is 
explained  by  falling  headlong  and 
violently  from  a  higher  to  a  Tower 
place,  Pearte* 

The  word  ruining  in  this  place  is 
the  Italian  word  rmnando,  Angli- 
cist, which  exprefles  in  the  ftronedl 
manner  the  idea  which  the  author 
wants  to  convey,  as  it  denotes  any 
thing  falling  down  with  ruin  and 
precipitation.  To  give  one  inftance. 
out  of  a  thousand.  Taflb  Gier.  Li- 
berata.  Cant.  9.  St.  39. 

Come  ne  1'  Apennin  robufta  pi* 

anta, 
Che  fprezzd  d'Euro,  f  d'Aquilon 

Ja  guerra 
Se  turbo  inufitato  al  fin  la  fchi* 

anta, 
Gli  aJberi  intorno  rmnando  atterra. 

The  following  inftance  may  be  add- 
ed too  from  Marino.  Adon.  Cant.  1. 
St.  36. 
£  ruinando  daT  etherea  mole. 

Tbyer. 
871.  Nine  days  they  fill i\  Andfo 
in  Book  I,  50. 
S  f  Nii*s 
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Through  his  wild  anarchy,  fo  huge  a  rout 

Incumbered  him  with  ruin:  Hell  at  laft 

Yawning  received  them  whole,  and  on  them  clos'd; 

Hell  their  fit  habitation  fraught  with  fire  876 

Unquenchable,  the  houfe  of  woe  and  pain. 

Dtfburden'd  Heav'n  rejoic'd,  aAd  foon  repair'd 

Her  mural  breach,  returning  whence  it  roll'd. 

Sole  vi&or  from  th'  expulfion  of  his  foes  880 

Mefliah  his  triumphal  chariot  turn'd : 

To  meet  him  all  his  Saints,  who  filent  ftood 

Eye^witfiefles  of  his  almighty  ads, 

Witt 

Nine  times  the  {pace  that  meafores  Of  thofe  with  Lucifer  feat  from 
day  and  nignt  &c.  The  ikies  to  dungeon  fell ; 

Thus  in  the  fir*  fliad  the  plague  tlut  *%£*''*'"  W"e  tnmbE,« 
continues  nine ^days,  **°P<»  f  And  poflibly"  it  might  be  faid  at 

iT^S^^  !  firtl  *  *»*•  ^Hefiod's  *- 
irumbers  nine  andthree.  They  have  fcript;on  0f  the  &H  <rf  the  Titans, 
three  Graces  and  nine  Males.  What  Tk«»  ,*,  *««■. 

might  at  firft  occaflon  this  way  of  """B'  7**- 
thinking  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  $  but     E'rf*  **P  »»*W*«  **  «M*t*. 
it  is  certainly  very  ancient,  and  we       „     "  ....         .  ,**  T*  *i 

arenowfoaccuftom'dtok,  that  if  *74-  banOerdbm'wubrmn:^ 
here,  inftead  t>f  nine,  Milton  had  ThM*?°'  ,lki*he  *ora  r**"6*" 
faid  ten  days,  I  am  permaded  it  ^.  868.  muft  be  ttkett  m  itslta- 
would  not  have  had  fo  good  an  tf-  5"  .fiSmfic*Mm-  Bp**?'  »  very 
feft.  The  fame  fpace  of  time  is  *****  «d  expnffea the  u&Mft 
aflign'd  for  the  fafiof  Angels,  as  ?*™*T*'T  ??£*?** V** 
Mr.  Lauder  remarks,  in  one  of  the  «■■*»•*"•  pl*""^  *e  W 
Eclogues  of  Baptifta  Mantuanus  wwd,  yet  in  «•  common  aocepta- 
tranffatcd  into  Englifh  by  George  J"*  rh,s  *  ™»"*6  «*> ***  •»» 
Turberville.  low  for  the  author's  pnrpofe  m  this 

verfe.        7ir«r. 
Nay  rather  'twas  the  cruel'ft  imp  876.  Hdl  tburfit  btbitatitu  — . 

And  fpiteful'ft  fiend  of  Hell,         tbt  boufi  tfvtn  and  /«».]    Very 

like 
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WHh  jubilee  adirang'di  and  as  they  w<ej& 

Shaded  with  branching  palm,  each  or^er  bright,  $8^ 

Sung  triumph,  and  him  Arag  victorious  King, 

Son,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  him  dominion  given* 

Worthieft  tq  reign :  ftp.  celebrated  rode 

Triumphant  thrpngh,  mjd  Heay'n,  into,  the  courts 

And  temple  qf  t^is  mjghty  Father  th,rqn'd  890 

On  high;  whq  into  glory  him  receiv'd, 

Where  pow  he  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  blifs. 

ThusmeafuringtbingsinHeav'nby  things  onEarth, 

At  thy  requeft,  and  that  thou  may'ft  beware 

By 

like  that  in  Fairfax's  Taffo,  Cant.  9.       Jkrwaraltnwhritnrmngyjbevct 
§t#  -q#  it  rolPdJ]  Returning  is  to  b§ 

J.  .     -   ^     *.         i_    v  _/■   ~r  join'd  in  conftru&ion  with  Heav'*, 
Fit  h*ufc  forthem,  tfce  Jiopfe  of  ^  not  ^  ^^     Hwcp  rfi. 

FWPP'          .  turned  to  its  place:  But  the  ex- 

An  inftance  this,   and  there  are  preffion   (as  we  noted  befpre)  if 

othcwTtbat  Milton  made  nfe  of  notverjr  accurate,  Heav9  repair^ 

the  translation  of  Taflb,  asweHas  her   mural  breath,    and    rtturni 

of  the  original.                    .    |jn  ******** 

878/  DiJZurden'dHeatfnrejoiW]  gg8#    Worthieft  to  reign:]    AU 

So  Taflb  when  Michael  has' drove  1^2  to  Rev.  IV.   11.   Thou  art 

the  infernal  Spirits  to  Pell.  Gier.  worthy,   o  Lord,  to  receive  glory. 

' JLib.  Cant.  9.  St.  66.  ^4  honor  and  power,  Sec.    and  *fd 

Libera*?  da  for  quella  fi  negra  making  the  Angels  fing  the  fame 

Faccia4esoneUmflpdo,  ifird-  divine  fong  that  St.  John  heard 

The  earth  deliver*  from  fo  foul         ^     qhu$  maJuring  tbifJgs  in 

•nn^T      ,  .     r     ,,  Hecvnfy  things  on  Earth,  &c] 

RecalTd  her  beauty,  andrefum  d    Hc  rc^  Ac  fame  kjnd  of 

her  joy.     Fairfax.        T^ar-  ]ogy  hcrc  in  ^  conciufion>  j}^ 

Difatrdtn'd  Hea<v*n  rejoiSd,  and  he  made  in  the  beginning  of  his 

"%  rWV  narration.  See  V.  573.  »<•        ^ 
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By  what  is  paft,  to  thee  I  have  revtfaFd  8^$ 

What  might  have  elfe  to  human  face  been  hid* 
The  difcofd  Which  befel,  and  war  in  Heaven 
Among  th*  angelic  Pow'rs,  and  the  deep  fell 
Of  thofe  too  high  afpiring,  who  rcbdTd 
With  Satan;  he  who  envies  now  thy  ftatt,  $bb 

Who  now  is  plotting  how  he  may  feduce 
Thee  alfo  from  obedience,  that  with  him 


By  likening  fpirituai  to  corporal 
forms^efr 

and  it  is  indeed  the  beft  defenfe 
that  can  be  made  for  the  bold  fic- 
tions in  this  book,  which  tho'fome 
cold  readers  perhaps  may  blame, 
vet  the  cokleft,  f  conceive,  cannot 
but  admire.  It  is  remarkable  too 
with  what  art  and  beauty  the  poet 
from  the  highth  and  foblimitv  of 
the  reft  of  this  book  defends  here 
at  the  dofe  of  it,  like  the  lark 
from  her  loftieft  notes  in  the  clouds, 
to  the  moft  profaic  fimpltcity  of 
language  and  numbers;  a  fimpli- 
rity  which  not  only  gives  it  variety, 
but  the  greateft  majefty,  as  Milton 
himfelf  feems  to  have  thought  by 
always  choofing  to  give  the  fpeeches 
of  God  and  the  Meffiah  in  that 
ftile,  tho*  thefe  I  fuppofe  are  the 
parts  of  this  poem,  which  Dryden 
cenfures  as  the  fiats  which  he  often 
met  with  for  thirty  or  forty  lines 
together* 

900.   With  Satan ;  he  <wbo  emriet 
n$w  thy  Jiati,  ]  The  con- 


Bereav'd 

flru&ion  requires  him,  as  Dr.  Bent* 
ley  fays:  or  it  may  be  underftood 
He  it  is  nvboerfoies  nmu  tbyfiate. 

909.  Thy  weaker ;]  As  St.  Peter 
calls  the  wife  tbt  weaker  veJfcL 
1  Pet.  III.  7. 


It  may  perhaps  be  agreeable  to 
the  reader  to  find  here  at  the  con- 
clofion  of  this  fixth  book  the  com- 
mendations, which  Lord  RofcOm- 
mon  has  bcflow'd  upon  it  in  his 
Eflay  on  tranflated  verfe.  and  t& 
which  Mr.  Addifon  refers  in  a  note 
above.  That  truly  noble  critic  and 
poet  is  there  making  his  complaints 
of  the  barbarous  bondage  of  rime, 
and  wifties  that  the  Engliih  would 
fhake  off  the  yoke,  having  fo  good 
an  example  before  them  as  the  au- 
thor of  Paradife  Loft 

Of  many  faults  rime  is  perhaps  die 

cauiej 
Too  ftri&  to  rime,  we  flight  more 

ufeful  laws. 
For  that,  in  Greece  Or  Rome,  was 

never  known,  . 

Till 
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Bereav'd  of  happineft  thou  may'ft  partake 
His  punifhment,  eternal  mifery*  ..    .  . 

Whfch  would  be  all  his  folace  and  revenge,        905 
As  a  defpite,  done  agaiaft  the  jmoft  High, 
Thee  once  to  gain  companion  of  his  woe* 
But  liften  not  to  his  temptations,  w«rn 
Thy  weaker  *  let  it  profit  thee  to'  have  heard 
By  terrible  example  the  reward  910 

Of 

Till  by  Barbarian   deluges,  o'er-  fie/y'd  Jehovah  f  Her*,  *tmxt  hoft 

flown:  and  hoft,     , 

Subdued,  undone,  they  did  at  laft  (A  narrow  but  a  dreadful  interval) 

obey,  Portentous  light!  before  the  cloudy 
And  change  their  own  for  their  in-  van 

vaders  way.  Satan  with  vaft  and  haughty  fbides 
I  grant  that  from  fomemofly  idol  advane'd, 

oak  Came  towring  arm'd  in  adamant 
In  double  rimes  our  Thor  and  Wo-  and  gold* 


den  fpoke  5  There  bellowing  engins  with  their 
And  by  iucceffion   of  unlearned  fiery  tubes 

times,  Difpers'd  ethereal  forms,  and  down 
As  Bards  began,  fo  Monks  rung  on  they  fell 

the  chimes.  By  thoufands,  Angels  on  Arch- An* 
But  now  that  Phoebus  and  the  fa-  gels  roll'd  1 

cred  Nine  Recover'd,  to  the  hills  they  ran, 
With  all  their  beams  on  our  blefs'd  they  flew, 

iland  fhine,  Which  (with  their  pond'rous  load, 
Why  (hould  not  we  their  ancient  rocks,  waters,  woods) 

rites  reftore,  From  their  firm  feats  torn  by  the 
And  be  what  Rome  or  Athens  were  maggy  tops, 

before  ?  They  bore  like  fhields  before  them 
Have  we  forgot  how  Raphael's  through  the  air, 

numerous  profe  Till  more  incens'd  they  hurl'd  them 
Led  our   exalted    fouls    through  at  their  foes. 

heav'nly  camps,  "  All  was  confbfion,  HeavVs  foun- 

And   marked   the   ground  where  dations  ihook, 


proud  apoftate  Thrones 


Tbrcatning 
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Of  difobedkocti  firm  th*y  might  bavtfttQcJ, 
Yet  fell;  remember,  and  fear  to  trajjfgr^fiu 

Tfoatning  no  kfr  tha&  wmW  Brere  A'qH  original  rehdt  head- 

wrack,  long  down, 

For  Michael's  asm  quia  pfomonto-  And  font  then  laming  to  the  vat 

ries  flung,  Abyfs. 

And   wer-prat'd  whole   legions  O  may  I  life  to  hail  the  gtanoss 

weak  with  fin;  day, 

Yet  they  Mafohem'd  and  draggled  And  &ng  load  Pttans  trough  the 

as  they  lay,  crouded  way. 

Till  the  mat  enfign  of  Meffiah  Whcnin  triumphant  ftate  the  ?ritifli 

blaz'd,  Mufe, 

And  (arm'd  with  vengeance)  God's  True  to  hgrfelf,  ftiafl  barbYeus  sod 

victorious  Son  refufe, 

(Effulgence  of  paternal  Deity)  And  in  the  Roman  majefty  appear, 

Grafpmg  ten  tnoufand  thunders  in  Which  none  know  better,  and  none 

coinefonear. 


The  end  of  the  Sixth  Book. 


ERRATUM. 
Book  V.  3  xo.    In  the  Note,  for  m  read  tut. 
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